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Foreward
American Champions 365 was designed to
give some unsung Black Americans who
have done outstanding work but you
never hear about them because they are
not in your history books when you were in
school and tragically they are still being
excluded to this day.

who will properly likely not join their
predecessors in the history books.
Abraham Lincoln stated in his Gettysburg
address that “we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died in vain —
that this nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom — and that
government of the people, by the people,
for the people, shall not perish from the
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American who are championing today’s
biggest issues. I want to teach and share
with you these Individuals or Organizations
and events that have or are still shaping
the minds of us who sojourner on by their
lead. Many of the people and movements

Make it a champion day!

JANUARY

Happy New Year - Until justice is blind to color,
until education is unaware of race, until
opportunity is unconcerned with the color of
men's skins, emancipation will be a proclamation
but not a fact.
Remember - Still, to use a coarse, but an
expressive figure, broken eggs can not be
mended. I have issued the emancipation
proclamation, and I can not retract it.
-- President Abraham Lincoln (R)
President Abraham Lincoln Signs The
Emancipation Proclamation - January 1, 1863
Attempting to stitch together a nation mired in a
bloody civil war, Abraham Lincoln made a lastditch, but carefully calculated, decision
regarding the institution of slavery in America.
By the end of 1862, things were not looking good
for the Union. The Confederate Army had
overcome Union troops in significant battles and
Britain and France were set to officially recognize
the Confederacy as a separate nation. In an
August 1862 letter to New York Tribune editor
Horace Greeley, Lincoln confessed “my
paramount object in this struggle is to save the
Union, and it is not either to save or to destroy
slavery.” Lincoln hoped that declaring a national
policy of emancipation would stimulate a rush of
the South’s slaves into the ranks of the Union
army, thus depleting the Confederacy’s labor
force, on which the southern states depended to
wage war against the North.
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Lincoln waited to unveil the proclamation until he
could do so on the heels of a Union military
success. On September 22, 1862, after the battle
at Antietam, he issued a preliminary
Emancipation Proclamation declaring all slaves
free in the rebellious states as of January 1, 1863.
Lincoln and his advisors limited the
proclamation’s language to slavery in states
outside of federal control as of 1862, failing to
address the contentious issue of slavery within
the nation’s border states. In his attempt to
appease all parties, Lincoln left many loopholes
open that civil rights advocates would be forced
to tackle in the future.
Republican abolitionists in the North rejoiced
that Lincoln had finally thrown his full weight
behind the cause for which they had elected
him. Though slaves in the south failed to rebel en
masse with the signing of the proclamation, they
slowly began to liberate themselves as Union
armies marched into Confederate territory.
Toward the end of the war, slaves left their former
masters in droves. They fought and grew crops
for the Union Army, performed other military jobs
and worked in the North’s mills. Though the
proclamation was not greeted with joy by all
northerners, particularly northern white workers
and troops fearful of job competition from an
influx of freed slaves, it had the distinct benefit of
convincing Britain and France to steer clear of
official diplomatic relations with the
Confederacy.
Though the signing of the Emancipation
Proclamation signified Lincoln’s growing resolve
to preserve the Union at all costs, he still rejoiced
in the ethical correctness of his decision. Lincoln
admitted on that New Year’s Day in 1863 that he
never “felt more certain that I was doing right,
than I do in signing this paper.” Although he
waffled on the subject of slavery in the early
years of his presidency, he would thereafter be
remembered as “The Great Emancipator.” To
Confederate sympathizers, however, Lincoln’s
signing of the Emancipation Proclamation
reinforced their image of him as a hated despot
and ultimately inspired his assassination by John
Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865. Research more
about what this means for all Americans and
share it with your babies. Make It A Champion
day!
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A winner is a person
that gets up one
more time than she
is knocked down
Remember - I knew
well that the only
way I could get that
door open was to
knock it down;
because I knocked
all of them down. Sadie Tanner
Mossell Alexander
Today in our History
- Sadie Tanner
Mossell Alexander
(January 2, 1898 –
November 1, 1989),
was the first African American woman to receive
a Ph.D. in economics in the United States (1921),
and the first woman to receive a law degree
from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.
She was the first African American woman to
practice law in Pennsylvania. She was the first
national president of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
serving from 1919 to 1923.
In 1946 she was appointed to the President's
Committee on Civil Rights established by Harry
Truman. She was the first African American
woman appointed as Assistant City Solicitor for
the City of Philadelphia. She and her husband
were both active in civil rights. In 1952 she was
appointed to the city's Commission on Human
Relations, serving through 1968. She was
President of John F. Kennedy Lawyers'
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law (1963).
Research more about this great American and
teach your babies. Make it a champion day!

We stand
the risk of
failure,
because
you
refused
to take
risks. So,
life
demands
risks.

Remember - "The black masses must demand
and refuse to accept nothing less than that
proportionate percentage of the political spoils
such as jobs, elective offices and appointments...
They must reject the shameful racial tokenism
that characterizes the political life of America
today." Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. NYC (D)
Today in our History - Adam Powell was named as
the Charman of the House. January 3, 1961
Adam Clayton Powell Jr. (November 29, 1908 –
April 4, 1972) was a Baptist pastor and an
American politician, who represented Harlem,
New York City, in the United States House of
Representatives (1945–71). He was the first person
of African American descent to be elected from
New York to Congress. Oscar Stanton De Priest of
Illinois was the first black person to be elected to
Congress in the 20th century; Powell was the
fourth.
Re-elected for nearly three decades, Powell
became a powerful national politician of the
Democratic Party and served as a national
spokesman on civil rights and social issues. He
also urged United States presidents to support
emerging nations in Africa and Asia as they
gained independence after colonialism.

In 1961, after 16 years in the House, Powell
became chairman of the Education and Labor
Committee, the most powerful position held by
an African American in Congress. As Chairman,
he supported the passage of important social
and civil rights legislation under presidents John F.
Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. Following
allegations of corruption, in 1967 Powell was
excluded from his seat by Democratic
Representatives-elect of the 90th Congress, but
he was re-elected and regained the seat in the
1969 United States Supreme Court ruling in Powell
v. McCormack. He lost his seat in 1970 to Charles
Rangel and retired from electoral politics.
In 1961, after 15 years in Congress, Powell
advanced to chairman of the powerful House
Education and Labor Committee. In this position,
he presided over federal social programs for
minimum wage and Medicaid (established later
under Johnson); he expanded the minimum
wage to include retail workers; and worked for
equal pay for women; he supported education
and training for the deaf, nursing education, and
vocational training; he led legislation for
standards for wages and work hours; as well as
for aid for elementary and secondary education,
and school libraries. Powell's committee proved
extremely effective in enacting major parts of
President Kennedy's "New Frontier" and President
Johnson's "Great Society" social programs and
the War on Poverty. It successfully reported to
Congress "49 pieces of bedrock legislation", as
President Johnson put it in an May 18, 1966, letter
congratulating Powell on the fifth anniversary of
his chairmanship.Powell was instrumental in
passing legislation that made lynching a federal
crime, as well as bills that desegregated public
schools. He challenged the Southern practice of
charging Blacks a poll tax to vote. Poll taxes for
federal elections were prohibited by the 24th
Amendment, passed in 1964. Voter registration
and electoral practices were not changed
substantially in most of the South until after
passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which
provided federal oversight of voter registration
and elections, and enforcement of the
constitutional right to vote. In some areas where
discrimination was severe, such as Mississippi, it
took years for African Americans to register and
vote in numbers related to their proportion in the
population, but they have since maintained a
high rate of registration and voting. Research

more About this great American and tell your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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We in the Negro leagues felt like we were
contributing something to baseball, too, when
we were playing. We played with a round ball,
and we played with a round bat. And we wore
baseball uniforms, and we thought that we were
making a contribution to baseball. We loved the
game, and we liked to play it.
Remember - Like the Negro League players, I
traveled through the segregated south as a
young man. Because I was black, I was denied
service at many restaurants and could only drink
from water fountains marked 'Colored.' When I
went to the movies, I would have to sit in the
Colored balcony. - Walter Dean Myers (Negro
League Player)
Today in our History - January 4, 1920 - The Negro
leagues were United States professional baseball
leagues comprising teams predominantly made
up of African Americans and, to a lesser extent,
Latin Americans. The term may be used broadly
to include professional black teams outside the
leagues, and it may be used narrowly for the
seven relatively successful leagues beginning in
1920 that are sometimes termed "Negro Major
Leagues".
The league was racially segregated due to
racism in the United States, with non-whites
prevented from playing in the major and minor
baseball leagues. In 1885 the Cuban Giants
formed the first black professional baseball team.
The first league, the National Colored Base Ball

League, was organized strictly as a minor league
but failed in 1887 after only two weeks owing to
low attendance. The Negro American League of
1951 is considered the last major league season
and the last professional club, the Indianapolis
Clowns, operated as a humorous sideshow rather
than competitively from the mid-1960s to the
1980s. There is a great deal more about this
American Institution, please research and tell
your babies. Make it a champion day!

George struggled a lot to receive education,
travelling miles to reach a school for black
students. He then went on to receive a diploma
from the Minneapolis High School in Kansas.
Later, he was accepted in Highland College in
Kansas but once the college realized about
George’s race, his acceptance was reversed.
Thus, he resorted to conducting biological
experiments on his own.
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While science was his primary area of interest,
George was also fond of arts. He started studying
music and art at Simpson College, Iowa, in 1890
and later moved to Ames to study botany at the
Iowa State College of Agriculture where he was
the first black student. After completing his
bachelors and master’s degree from the college,
he gained popularity as an excellent botanist.
He then started his journey as a teacher and
researcher. Booker T. Washington, the principal of
the Tuskegee Institute built for African Americans,
hired him to head the institute’s agricultural
department in 1896. Under the guidance of
Carver, Tuskegee’s agricultural department
helped to stabilize many people’s livelihoods by
developing new crops and introducing a
diversified crop range that could bare harsh
weather conditions.

The goal of education is the advancement of
knowledge and the dissemination of truth.
Remember - From a child, I had an inordinate
desire for knowledge and especially music,
painting, flowers, and the sciences, Algebra
being one of my favorite studies. - George
Washington Carver
Today in our History - January 5, 1943
Born in Missouri around 1864 during the years of
Civil War (the exact date and year in which he
was born not being known), George Washington
Carver was a son of an enslaved couple, Mary
and Giles. Only a week after his birth, invaders
from Arkansas, a neighboring state, kidnapped
him along with his sister and mother. They were
sold in Kentucky. However, George was found
and sent back to Missouri.
With the end of slavery in Missouri post the Civil
War, Moses Carver, the owner of the slaves, kept
George and his brother at his home, raising and
educating them. With no school accepting black
pupils at the time, Moses himself taught George
how to read and write.

At Tuskegee, Carver’s work as a researcher on
plant biology brought him into the limelight. His
work focused on finding out how crops such as
peanuts, soybeans and sweet potatoes can be
used as raw materials for many other products.
His inventions included plastics, dyes and paints
amongst others. His speech in 1920 to the Peanut
Growers Association highlighting the importance
of peanuts as commercial crops led to a tariff
being introduced on imported peanuts. He rose
to fame for his work as a scientific expert and
achieved worldwide popularity in both
professional and political groups.
George Washington Carver’s work was admired
by President Roosevelt and Carver gave advice
to the United States of America on matters
pertaining to US agriculture. He was also honored
membership of the British Royal Society of Arts in
1916. For ten years following 1923, Carver worked
for Interracial Cooperation by visiting white
Southern colleges.
While Carver was surely involved in government
funded projects and research work, he tried his
best to isolate himself from the political activities
going on. Nevertheless, Carver did manage to

greatly enhance the lives of many farming
families and was particularly famous amongst
African Americans and Anglo-Americans. Having
left a strong presence on many people, Carver
died by falling from his house’s staircase on
January 5, 1943.
However, George Washington Carver left this
world as a legacy and several monuments have
been made after him including one at Diamond
Missouri where he was born. Several schools have
been named after him and in 1948 and 1998,
Carver’s name also appeared on U.S.
commemorative postal stamps. Around more
than 7 decades after his death, his name largely
remains known as one of the most intellectuals
African Americans to have graced the world.
There is so much to know about this great
American, research more to understand what he
ment to our be and the world. Share it with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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"Jail, No Bail", which lessened the huge financial
burden civil rights groups were facing as the sit-in
movement spread across the South. They
became known as the Friendship Nine because
eight of the nine men were students at Rock Hill's
Friendship Junior College.
The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) sent four volunteers to Rock Hill, SC to sitin: Charles Sherrod, Charles Jones, Diane Nash,
Ruby Doris Smith-Robinson. They were sentenced
to 30 days. This followed a sit-in a week earlier
when 10 African American students in Rock Hill
(to become known as the Friendship Nine) were
arrested for requesting service at a segregated
lunch counter. Saying “Jail, No Bail,” both groups
(except for one person) refused to post bail and
demanded jail time rather than paying fines as a
statement “that paying bail or fines indicates
acceptance of an immoral system and validates
their own arrests” and as a practical strategy
when financial resources were limited.
In 2015, Judge John C. Hayes III of Rock Hill
overturned the convictions of the nine, stating:
"We cannot rewrite history, but we can right
history." At the same occasion, Prosecutor Kevin
Brackett apologized to the eight men still living,
who were in court. The men were represented at
the hearing by Ernest A. Finney, Jr., the same
lawyer who had defended them originally, who
subsequently went on to become the first African
American Chief Justice of the South Carolina
Supreme Court since Reconstruction. Research
more about The Rock Hill Nine and Restaurant
protests during the 1950's and 1960's throughout
America and tell your babies. Make It A
Champion Day!

We as a people are ready for being treated like
Americans, in all phases of our lives.
Remember - "A ham sandwich does not change,
so why can't I order one at this counter" - Diane
Nash (Freedom Nine) xs
Today in our History - January 6, 1961 - The
Friendship Nine, or Rock Hill Nine, was a group of
African American men who went to jail after
staging a sit-in at a segregated McCrory's lunch
counter in Rock Hill, South Carolina in 1961. The
group gained nationwide attention because
they followed the 1960 Nashville sit-in strategy of

The future
belongs to
those who
prepare for it
today.
Remember There's
something
special
about
writing by
hand, writing
with a
fountain
pen. - W.B.
Purvis
Today in our
History January
7,1890 - William B. Purvis (August 12,1838 - August
10,1914) he was an inventor in the late 1800’s. He
was a African American inventor who decided to
make a better mouse trap. Mr. Purvis turned
reality upside down when he invented what is
known as the “Fountain Pen”.
On January 7, 1890, W.B. Purvis, one of our great
African American inventors, received a patent
for the fountain pen. Purvis saw the need for a
more convenient way to sign letters and
documents and decided to take action. The
fountain pen made the use of an ink bottle
obsolete by storing ink within a reservoir within the
pen which is then fed to the tip of the pen.
Of his accomplishment, Purvis said, “the object of
my invention is to provide a simple, durable, and
inexpensive construction of a fountain pen
adapted to general use and which may be
carried in the pocket.” The invention of the
fountain pen is something that individuals and
businesses all over the world are thankful for. They
are cleaner and more efficient to use than a
bottle of ink.
Between 1884 and 1897 Purvis, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania native, also invented several other
inventions including two machines for making
paper bags (which Purvis sold to the Union Paper
Bag Company of New York), a bag fastener, a
self-inking hand stamp, and several devices for
electric railroads. His first paper bag machine
(patent #293,353) created satchel bottom type
bags in an improved volume and greater
automation than previous machines.

W.B. Purvis has played a major role in our lives.
He’s just one of the many African-Americans
whose inventions impact our lives on a daily
basis. Research more about this great American
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!
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Man cannot be freed by the same injustice that
enslaved it.
Remember - "All we want as Negros in this land is
to be free" - Charles Deslandes
Today in our History - The German Coast Uprising
of 1811 under the leadership of Charles
Deslandes (1780 -15 January 1811) has evaded
the attention of most historians. It is unclear if
Deslondes was a free man of color born in SaintDomingue and was part of the large-scale 1809
immigration to Louisiana from that colony
after the Haitian Revolution (1891-1804). An
unpublished work by scholar Gwendolyn Midlo
Hall suggests, however, that Deslondes was a
Louisiana-born slave.
Whatever his origins, it is clear that in 1811,
Charles Deslondes was the leader of the revolt
known as the German Coast Uprising on the
eastern bank of the Mississippi River. On the
evening of January 8, 1811, at the age of thirtyone, Deslondes led a band of rebels downriver
on River Road. They began in Norco and
continued through the parishes of St. Charles and
St. John the Baptist in Louisiana, approximately
forty miles from the city of New Orleans. At the
beginning of the nineteenth century, the region
was part of the larger Territory of Orleans. In 1804,
the Territory of Orleans was all of the land of the
Louisiana Purchase south of the 33rd parallel.
Because of its initial settlement by a small
enclave of Germans, locals dubbed the

province “The German Coast.” The historian
Eugene D. Genovese estimated that Deslondes,
inspired by the Haitian Revolution, led between
three hundred and five hundred slaves in
rebellion.
Deslondes was a slave driver at the Woodland
Plantation owned by Manuel Andry, in east-bank
St. John Parish, Louisiana. Witnesses stated that
Deslondes united slaves on his plantation with
runaways who formed a maroon society in the
nearby swamps. Please research slave rebellions
and share with you babies. Make it a champion
day!

We should understand the impact that Malcolm
had on the whole of American society.
Remember - "A man is either free or he is not.
There cannot be any apprenticeship for
freedom." - Amiri Baraka
Today in our History - Amiri Baraka, also called
Imamu Amiri Baraka, original name Everett Leroy
Jones, called Leroy Jones, Leroy later changed
to LeRoi, (born October 7, 1934, Newark, New
Jersey, U.S.—died January 9, 2014, Newark),
American poet and playwright who published
provocative works that assiduously presented the
experiences and suppressed anger of black
Americans in a white-dominated society.
After graduating from Howard University (B.A.,
1953), Jones served in the U.S. Air Force but was
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dishonourably discharged after three years
because he was suspected (wrongly at that
time) of having communist affiliations. He
attended graduate school at Columbia
University, New York City, and founded (1958) the
poetry magazine Yugen, which published the
work of Beat writers such as Allen Ginsberg and
Jack Kerouac; he edited the publication with his
wife, Hettie Cohen. He began writing under the
name LeRoi Jones in the late 1950s and
produced his first major collection of poetry,
Preface to a Twenty Volume Suicide Note, in
1961. His first significant play, Dutchman (1964;
film 1967), which recounted an explosive
confrontation on a train between a black
intellectual and a white woman who murders
him, won the 1964 Obie Award for best OffBroadway American play.
Following the assassination of Malcolm X in 1965,
Jones became increasingly focused on black
nationalism, That year he left his white Jewish wife
and moved to Harlem. There he founded the
Black Arts Repertory Theatre, which staged many
of his works prior to its closure in the late 1960s. In
1968 he adopted the name Amiri Baraka, and his
writings became more divisive, prompting some
to applaud his courage and others to deplore
sentiments that could foster hate. In the mid1970s he became a Marxist, though his goals
remained similar. “I [still] see art as a weapon
and a weapon of revolution,” he said. “It’s just
now that I define revolution in Marxist terms.” His
work from this period was seen by some as
becoming increasingly homophobic and antiSemitic. His position as poet laureate of New
Jersey was abolished after he published the
searing 2001 poem Somebody Blew Up America,
which suggested that Israel had prior knowledge
of the September 11 attacks in the United States.
Among Baraka’s other works are Blues People:
Negro Music in White America (1963), Black
Magic: Collected Poetry 1961–1967 (1969), The
Autobiography of LeRoi Jones/Amiri Baraka
(1984), and the piercing Tales of the Out & Gone
(2006), a fictional social commentary. Baraka
taught at Columbia, Yale University, and, from
1979, at the State University of New York at Stony
Brook, where at the time of his death he was
emeritus professor of Africana studies. S O S:
Poems 1961–2013 (2015) was a posthumous
collection containing a wide selection from his
oeuvre, including some previously unpublished
verse. Research more about this great American

and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

People in tough times - it doesn't mean they
don't have a great attitude
Remember - I try to run on the hottest days, at
the hottest time, because that's the most difficult
time. And sometimes I worry about drying out
and dying. Walter Payton
Today in our History – January 10 - (July 25, 1953 November 1, 1999) Walter Payton was an
American footballer who played for the Chicago
Bears. He was born in Columbia, Mississippi on
July 25, 1953 to Peter and Alyne Payton. He had
two siblings and was a member of the Boy
Scouts, Little League, and the local church. He
also played in the marching band at his high
school and participated in the track team as well
as the school choir. He wanted to play football in
high school, but because his brother Eddie was
also on the team, he refrained from playing in
order to avoid competing with his brother. After
his brother graduated, Payton’s coach asked
him to try out for the team and he did so but only
on the condition that he be allowed to continue
with the band. Once Payton got selected to the
team, he was an immediate success. Despite the
disadvantage of his relatively small build of 5 ft 10
in, Payton’s speed and strength made him an
asset to the team.
The year that Payton started playing, his high
school was integrated with a neighboring high

10
school, and their head coach was made the
assistant coach at the new school. To protest this
decision, Payton and some of his teammates
boycotted some matches the following season
but returned to play in the fall. He went on to
earn state-wide honors as a member of
Mississippi’s all-state team and led his school to a
victorious season. Following in his older brother
Eddie’s footsteps, he enrolled at Jackson State
University, where they both played football. This
was a team laden with future football stars such
as Jerome Barkum, Robert Brazile, and Jackie
Slater.
In 1973, Walter Payton was selected for the AllAmerican Team and was named “Black College
Player of the Year” the next year. He was a
popular member of the team which earned him
the nickname “Sweetness”. He graduated in
1975 with a Bachelor’s degree in
Communications. He has since been inducted
into the College Football Hall of Fame. His
professional career lasted from 1975 till 1987. He
made his career with the Chicago Bears, who
drafted him in the first round of the 1975 NFL
Draft. The Bears had been on a losing streak
when he joined. At first he got very little time on
the field but soon began to make his mark. He
was selected to play in the 1977 Pro Bowl and
chosen the Pro Bowl Most Valuable Player.
MAN Of THE YEAR AWARD in nane of Walter
Payton. Started on January 20, 1999 The Walter
Payton NFL Man of the Year Award recognizes
an NFL player for his excellence on and off the
field. The award was established in 1970. It was
renamed in 1999 after the late Hall of Fame
Chicago Bears running back, Walter Payton.
Each team nominates one player who has had a
significant positive impact on his community. Do
some research about this great American. Tell
your babies. Make it a champion day!

It is incumbent
upon all of us to
build
communities with
the educational
opportunities
and support
systems in place
to help our youth
become
successful adults.
Remember - Is
Georgia going to
go down in
history as
another
Alabama or
Missassippi or are you going to do the right thing.
- Charlayne Hunter
Today in our History - January 11, 1961 - The 1961
desegregation of the University of Georgia by
Hamilton Holmes and Charlayne Hunter is
considered a defining moment in civil rights
history, leading to the desegregation of other
institutions of higher education in Georgia and
throughout the Deep South. When the two
students walked on to North Campus on January
9 to register for classes, the event marked the
culmination of a legal battle that had begun a
decade earlier when Horace Ward
unsuccessfully sought admission to the law
school. Holmes and Hunter were represented by
a legal team headed by Atlanta civil rights
attorney Donald Hollowell and Constance BakerMotley of the NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund. They were joined by Ward,
who had earned his law degree at Northwestern,
and by Vernon Jordan, a young Atlantan who
had just graduated from Howard University Law
School.
Holmes and Hunter had both attended all-black
Turner High School in Atlanta where Holmes had
been valedictorian, senior class president, and
co-captain of the football team. Hunter had
finished third in her graduating class, had edited
the school paper, and had been crowned Miss
Turner. Nevertheless, for a year and a half,
university official gave a variety of reasons for
denying their applications. While the court fight
was being waged, the two students started their
college careers at other institutions: Holmes at

Morehouse and Hunter at integrated Wayne
State University in Detroit.
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On January 6, 1961, federal judge William Bootle
handed down his finding that "the two plaintiffs
are fully qualified for immediate admission" and
"would already have been admitted had it not
been for their race and color."
On Monday, January 9, as the two students
arrived on North Campus, they were met by a
crowd of reporters and fellow students, the latter
chanting "Two-four-six-eight! We don’t want to
integrate!" Still, relative calm prevailed until the
third evening after their arrival, when a mob of
students descended on Myers Hall, where Hunter
resided. The crowd hurled bricks and bottles
before finally being dispersed by Athens police,
who arrived with tear gas, and Dean of Men
William Tate, who waded into the crowd
demanding student IDs.
Later that night, Holmes and Hunter were
escorted back to Atlanta by state troopers. They
were informed by Dean of Students J. A. Williams
that he was withdrawing them from UGA "in the
interest of your personal safety and for the safety
and welfare of more than 7,000 other students at
the University of Georgia." The riot and the
suspension decision sparked an outcry, and more
than 400 faculty members immediately signed a
resolution calling for the return of Holmes and
Hunter to campus. Within days, a new court
order brought them back. Research more about
this event in our history and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

When
boxers are
in the ring,
they're
simple. It's
when the
fight is
over,
that's
when the
other
fight, the
real fight,
begins.
That's the
problem.

Remember - You'll pardon me gentlemen if I
make the fight short. I have a train to catch. Sam Langford
Today in our History - (July 17, 1886 - January 12,
1956) Pound for pound, who was the world’s
greatest boxer?
Whenever boxing fans debate the question, the
name most often mentioned is that of Sugar Ray.
However, many boxing historians would argue in
favor of Sam Langford, a lesser-known fighter
born in Weymouth, Nova Scotia, in 1886.
During the first quarter of the twentieth century,
the prospect of facing the five-foot-seven-inch
dynamo, who weighed no more than 175
pounds at his peak, struck terror in the hearts of
most of his contemporaries, including
heavyweight champions Jack Johnson and Jack
Dempsey.
In June 1916, the 21-year-old Dempsey quickly
declined an opportunity to face an aging
Langford. Recalling the incident years later in his
autobiography, Dempsey wrote, “The Hell I
feared no man. There was one man, he was
even smaller than I, and I wouldn’t fight because
I knew he would flatten me. I was afraid of Sam
Langford.”
Jack Johnson, on the other hand, did face
Langford, once, in April 1906, when Langford was
only a 20-year-old lightweight who gave up over
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40 pounds to the 28-year- old heavyweight
contender. Johnson won a convincing 15-round
decision over the youngster, but discovered just
how tough the smaller fighter was and what kind
of dynamite he carried in his fists.
Two and a half years later, Johnson won the
heavyweight championship by defeating Tommy
Burns. Over the ensuing years, Langford and his
manager, Joe Woodman, hounded Johnson in
futile pursuit of an opportunity to fight for the title.
“Nobody will pay to see two black men fight for
the title,” Johnson said However, when Johnson
grew weary of Australian boxing promoter Hugh
“Huge Deal”’ McIntosh’s efforts to arrange a
match with Langford, he admitted that he had
no wish to face Langford again. “I don’t want to
fight that little smoke,” said Johnson. “He’s got a
chance to win against anyone in the world. I’m
the first black champion and I’m going to be the
last.”
Years later, Johnson confided to New England
Sports Museum trustee Kevin Aylwood, “Sam
Langford was the toughest little son of a bitch
that ever lived.”
Despite participating in over 300 professional
bouts in a 24-year ring career (from 1902 to 1926),
Langford never won a world title. He defeated
reigning lightweight champion Joe Gans by
decision in December 1903 but was not
recognized as the new champion because he
came into the fight two pounds over the
lightweight limit. Nine months later Langford
fought the world welterweight champion, Joe
Walcott, to a 15-round draw in a contest that the
majority of those in attendance felt he deserved.
Surprisingly, Langford would never receive
another opportunity to fight for a world title.
Although he faced middleweight champion
Stanley Ketchel in a six-round fight in April 1910,
this was a predetermined no-decision contest
that was rumored to be a preview for a 45-round
title bout on the West Coast later that year.
Unfortunately, Ketchel was murdered before that
event could be held.
Although Langford began competing as a
lightweight and then as a welterweight, once he
matured physically, it became more difficult for
him to keep within those weight limits. He was
also aware of the fact that there was more
money in fighting big fellows and subsequently

went after heavyweights. Over the years he met
and defeated many men much larger than
himself: men like “Battling” Jim Johnson, Sam
McVey, Sandy Ferguson, Joe Jeannette, Sam
McVey, “Big” Bill Tate, George Godfrey and Harry
Wills. Some of these fighters towered over
Langford, who often also gave up as much as 40
pounds in weight. Reserch more about this great
Canadian and share with your babies. Make it a
champion Day!
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940 chapters located in the Bahamas, Bermuda,
England, Germany, Jamaica, Japan, Liberia,
South Korea, and the United States. Delta Sigma
Theta is a member of multiple umbrella
organizations, including the National PanHellenic Council (NPHC) – an organization of nine
international Greek-letter sororities and
fraternities – as well as the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) and the National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW). The current 26th national
president is Dr. Beverly Evans Smith.
The first public act of Delta Sigma Theta was
participating in the Women's Suffrage March in
Washington D.C., on March 3, 1913. Today, it is
the largest African American Greek-lettered
organization. Since its founding, Delta Sigma
Theta has created programming to improve
political, education, and social and economic
conditions, particularly within black communities.
In addition to establishing independent
programming, the sorority consistently
collaborates with community organizations and
corporations to further its programming goals.

Sororities symbolize all that we wish to
accomplish in our lives. They represent the
struggles we all face as we grow. Why we cling
to them no one can explain, but in the end, we
are all stronger for it.
Remember - " Devastating, & Impacting, &
Victorious, & Astonishing. Since A" - 1913

The organization celebrated its centennial year
by being the first black Greek-lettered
organization to participate in the Tournament of
Roses Parade in Pasadena, CA on January 1,
2013 with a float entitled "Transforming
Communities through Sisterhood and Service."
Research more about this and other sororities
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today in our History - Delta Sigma Theta (ΔΣΘ;
sometimes abbreviated Deltas or DST) is a not-for
profit Greek-lettered sorority of collegeeducated women dedicated to public service
with an emphasis on programs that target the
African American community. Delta Sigma Theta
was founded on January 13, 1913, by 22
collegiate women at Howard University in
Washington, D.C. Membership is open to any
woman who meets the requirements, regardless
of religion, race, or nationality. Women may join
through undergraduate chapters at a college or
university, or through an alumnae chapter after
earning a college degree.
With a sisterhood of more than 300,000 initiated
members who are predominantly black collegeeducated women, the sorority currently has over

"An organization which claims to be working for
the needs of a community - as SNCC does - must
work to provide that community with a position
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of strength from which to make its voice heard.
This is the significance of black power beyond
the slogan". - Stokely Carmichael
Remember - A final SNCC legacy is the
destruction of the psychological shackles which
had kept black southerners in physical and
mental peonage; SNCC helped break those
chains forever. It demonstrated that ordinary
women and men, young and old, could perform
extraordinary tasks. - Julian Bond
Today in our History – January 14,1960 - The
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC, often pronounced /snɪk/ SNIK) was one
of the major Civil Rights Movement organizations
of the 1960s. It emerged from the first wave of
student sit-ins and formed at an April 1960
meeting organized by Ella Baker at Shaw
University. After its involvement in the Voter
Education Project, SNCC grew into a large
organization with many supporters in the North
who helped raise funds to support its work in the
South, allowing full-time organizers to have a
small salary. Many unpaid grassroots organizers
and activists also worked with SNCC on projects
in the Deep South, often becoming targets of
racial violence and police brutality. SNCC
played a seminal role in the freedom rides, the
1963 March on Washington, Mississippi Freedom
Summer, the Selma campaigns, the March
Against Fear and other historic events. SNCC's
major contribution was in its field work, organizing
voter registration, freedom schools, and direct
action all over the country, but especially in
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi.
In the later 1960s, inspired by fiery leaders such as
Stokely Carmichael, SNCC focused on black
power, and draft resistance to the Vietnam War.
As early as 1965, executive secretary James
Forman said he "did not know how much longer
we can stay nonviolent" and in 1969, SNCC
officially changed its name to the Student
National Coordinating Committee to reflect the
broadening of its strategy. It passed out of
existence in the 1970s following heavy infiltration
and suppression by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), spearheaded as part of
COINTELPRO operations during the 1960s and 70s
led by J. Edgar Hoover. Reserach more about
SNCC and the begining of "The Black Panther
Party" and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Leadership is self-made. People who have
deliberately decided to become problems solver
lead better.
Remember - The ultimate measure of a man is
not where he stands in moments of comfort and
convenience, but where he stands at times of
challenge and controversy. - MLKJR
Today in our History - Martin Luther King, Jr. was
the charismatic leader of the Civil Rights
Movement in the United States. Chosen to lead
the Montgomery Bus Boycott at its genesis in
1955, the year-long nonviolent struggle brought
King under the scrutiny of a wary and divided
nation. However, his direction, spokesmanship,
and the resultant victory of a Supreme Court
ruling against bus segregation, cast him in a
brilliant light.
King then persevered in his quest to obtain civil
rights for a nation of African Americans. He
formed the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) to coordinate nonviolent
protests and delivered over 2,500 speeches
addressing America's racial injustices, with I Have
a Dream being his most memorable.
When King was assassinated in 1968, the nation
shook with the impact; violence broke out in over
100 cities. To many, Martin Luther King, Jr. was a
hero.
Dates: January 15, 1929 -- April 4, 1968
Also Known As: Michael Lewis King, Jr. (born as);
Reverend Martin Luther King

Tuesday's Child
When Martin Luther King, Jr. opened his eyes for
the first time Tuesday, January 15, 1929, he
beheld a world that would view him scornfully
only because he was black.
Born to Michael King Sr., a Baptist minister, and
Alberta Williams, a Spelman College graduate
and former schoolteacher, King lived in a
nurturing environment with his parents and older
sister, Willie Christine, in the Victorian home of his
maternal grandparents.
(A younger brother, Alfred Daniel, would be born
19 months later.)
Alberta's parents, Rev. A.D. Williams and wife
Jennie, lived in a prosperous section of Atlanta,
Georgia known as “black Wall Street.” Reverend
Williams was pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist
Church, a well-established church within the
community.
Martin -- named Michael Lewis until he was five -thrived with his siblings in a secure middle-class
family and had a normal, happy upbringing.
Martin enjoyed playing football and baseball,
being a paper boy, and doing odd jobs. He
wanted to be a fireman when he grew up.
A Good Name
Martin and his siblings received reading and
piano lessons from their mother, who worked
diligently to teach them self-respect.
In his father, King had a bold role model. King Sr.
was involved in the local chapter of the NAACP
(National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People) and had led a successful
campaign for equal wages of white and black
teachers in Atlanta. The elder King was
outspoken and fought prejudice from the pulpit - advocating racial harmony as God's will.
Martin was also inspired by his maternal
grandfather, Rev. A. D. Williams. Both his father
and grandfather taught a “social gospel” -- a
belief in personal salvation with the need to
apply the teachings of Jesus to life's daily
problems.
When Rev. A.D. Williams died of a heart attack in
1931, son-in-law King Sr. became pastor of
Ebenezer Baptist Church, where he served for 44
years.
In 1934, King Sr. attended the World Baptist
Alliance in Berlin.
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When he returned to Atlanta, King Sr. changed
his name and the name of his son from Michael
King to Martin Luther King, after the Protestant
reformist.
King Sr. was inspired by Martin Luther's courage in
confronting institutionalized evil while challenging
the formidable Catholic Church.
Attempted Suicide
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s grandmother Jennie,
whom he affectionately called "Mama,” was
especially protective of her first grandson.
Likewise, King closely bonded with his
grandmother, classifying her as “saintly.”
When Jennie died of a heart attack in May 1941,
12-year-old King was supposed to be home
babysitting 10-year-old A.D. Instead, he was
away watching a parade, disobeying his
parents. Inconsolable and racked with guilt, King
jumped from a second-story window of his home,
attempting suicide.
He was uninjured but cried and could not sleep
for days afterward.
King would later talk about the affect his
grandmother's death had on him. He never
forgot his transgression and attributed his religious
development a result of the tragedy.
Church, School, and Thoreau
Skipping both 9th and 12th grades, King was only
15 when he entered Morehouse College. During
this time, King had a moral dilemma -- though the
son, grandson, and great-grandson of
clergymen, King was uncertain he would follow in
their footsteps. The insular nature of the black,
southern, Baptist church felt unchallenging to
King.
Also, King questioned religion's relevance in
addressing the real problems of his people, such
as segregation and poverty. King began
rebelling against a life of service to God -playing pool and drinking beer his first two years
at Morehouse. King's teachers labeled him an
underachiever.
Aimlessly, King studied sociology and considered
going into law. He voraciously read and came
upon the essay On Civil Disobedience by Henry
David Thoreau. King was fascinated by
noncooperation with an unjust system.
It was Morehouse president Dr. Benjamin Mays,
however, who challenged King to align his ideals
with his Christian faith to address social

dysfunction. With Mays' guidance, King decided
that social activism was his inherent calling and
that religion was the best means to that end.
To his father's joy, Martin Luther King, Jr. was
ordained a minister in February 1948. That same
year, King graduated from Morehouse with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology at age 19.
Seminary: Finding A Way
In September 1948, King entered Crozer
Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania. Unlike at
Morehouse, King excelled at the predominately
white seminary and was extremely popular -especially with the ladies. King became involved
with a white cafeteria worker but was told that
an interracial romance would devastate any
career move. King halted the relationship yet
was heartbroken.
Struggling for a way to help his people, King
absorbed the works of great theologians. He
studied Reinhold Neibuhr's neo-orthodoxy, a
concept which emphasizes human involvement
in community and a moral duty to love others.
King studied Georg Wilhelm Hegel's essentialism
and Walter Rauschenbusch's social responsibility - which was more consistent with King's
rationalization of social gospel.
However, King despaired that no philosophy was
complete within itself; thus, the question of how
to reconcile a nation and a people in conflict
remained unanswered.
Discovering Gandhi
At Crozer, Martin Luther King, Jr. heard a lecture
about India's leader, Mahatma Gandhi. As King
delved into Gandhi's teachings, he became
captivated by Gandhi's concept of satyagraha
(love-force) -- or passive resistance. Gandhi's
crusades countered the British's hatred with
peaceful love.

not realizing that an opportunity to test the
method would soon materialize.
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In 1951, King graduated at the top of his class -earning a Bachelor of Divinity degree and the
prestigious J. Lewis Crozer fellowship.
In September of 1951, King enrolled in doctoral
studies at Boston University's School of Theology.
Coretta, the Good Wife
A most important event occurred outside of
King's classroom and church nucleus. While still in
Boston, King met Coretta Scott, a professional
singer studying voice at the New England
Conservatory of Music. Her refinement, good
mind, and ability to communicate on his level
enchanted King.
Though impressed by the sophisticated King,
Coretta hesitated to become involved with a
minister. She was persuaded, however, when
King said she possessed all the qualities he
desired in a wife.
After overcoming resistance from "Daddy" King,
who expected his son to choose a hometown
bride, the couple married June 18, 1953. King's
father performed the ceremony on the lawn of
Coretta's family home in Marion, Alabama. After
their wedding, the couple spent their
honeymoon at a funeral parlor owned by a
friend of King (hotel honeymoon suites were not
available for blacks).
They then returned to Boston to complete their
degrees, with Coretta receiving a Bachelor of
Music degree in June 1954.
King, an exceptional orator, was invited to
preach a trial sermon at the Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. Their
current pastor, Vernon Johns, was retiring after
years of challenging the traditional status quo.

Gandhi, like Thoreau, also believed that men
should proudly go to jail when they disobeyed
unjust laws. Gandhi, however, added that one
should never use violence because it only bred
hate and more violence. This concept won India
its freedom.

Dexter Avenue was an established church of
educated, middle-class blacks with a history of
civil rights activism. King captivated the Dexter
congregation in January 1954 and in April he
agreed to accept pastorship, following
completion of his doctoral thesis.

The Christian doctrine of love, King concluded,
operating through the Gandhian method of
nonviolence, could be the most powerful
weapon utilized by an oppressed people.

By the time King turned 25, he had received his
PhD from Boston University, welcomed daughter
Yolanda, and delivered his first sermon as Dexter's
20th pastor.

At this juncture, however, King had only an
intellectual appreciation of Gandhi's method,

Give and Take in Their Marriage
From the beginning, Coretta was committed to
her husband's work, accompanying him around

the world, stating, “What a blessing, to be a coworker with a man whose life would have so
profound an impact on the world.”2
However, throughout the Kings' marriage, there
was constant conflict about the role Coretta
should play. She wanted to participate more fully
in the movement; while King, thinking of the
dangers, wanted her to stay home and raise their
children.
The Kings had four children: Yolanda, MLK III,
Dexter, and Bernice. When King was home, he
was a good dad; however, he wasn’t home
much. In 1989, King's close friend and mentor,
Reverend Ralph Abernathy wrote in his book that
he and King spent 25 to 27 days per month away
from home. And though it was no excuse for
unfaithfulness, it gave ample opportunity.
Abernathy wrote that King had “a particularly
difficult time with temptation.”3
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boycott was successful, E.D. Nixon held a second
meeting to discuss extending the boycott.
However, the ministers wanted to limit the
boycott so as not to anger the white hierarchy in
Montgomery. Frustrated, Nixon threatened to
expose the ministers as cowards. Whether
through strength of character or divine will, King
stood to say he was no coward.5
By meeting's end, the Montgomery Improvement
Association (MIA) was formed and King was
elected president; he had agreed to lead the
boycott as spokesperson. That evening, King
addressed hundreds at Holt Street Baptist
Church, stating there was no alternative except
to protest.

The couple would remain married for nearly 15
years, until King's death.

By the time the bus boycott ended 381 days
later, Montgomery's transit system and the city's
businesses were nearly bankrupt. On December
20, 1956, the United States Supreme Court ruled
that the laws enforcing segregation on public
transit were unconstitutional.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott
When 25-year-old King arrived in Montgomery in
1954 to pastor Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, he
didn't plan on leading a civil rights movement -but destiny beckoned.4

The boycott changed King's life and the city of
Montgomery. The boycott had illuminated the
power of nonviolence to King, more than reading
any book had, and he committed to it as a way
of life.

Rosa Parks, secretary of the local chapter of the
NAACP, had been arrested for her refusal to
relinquish her bus seat to a white man.

Black Church Power
Buoyed by the success of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, the movement's leaders met in January
1957 in Atlanta and formed the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). The
group's aim was to utilize the peoplepower of the
black church to coordinate nonviolent protests.
King was elected president and remained at the
helm until his death.

Parks' arrest on December 1, 1955, presented the
perfect opportunity to make a strong case for
desegregation of the transit system. E.D. Nixon,
former head of the local NAACP chapter, and
Rev. Ralph Abernathy contacted King and other
clergymen to plan a citywide bus boycott. The
organizers of the boycott -- the NAACP and the
Women's Political Council (WPC) -- met in the
basement of King's church, which he had
offered.

Several major life events transpired for King in late
1957 and early 1958 -- the birth of a son and the
publication of his first book, Stride Toward
Freedom.

The group drafted demands for the bus
company. To secure the demands, no African
American would ride the buses on Monday,
December 5th. Leaflets announcing the planned
protest were distributed, receiving unexpected
publicity in newspapers and on radio.

While signing books in Harlem, King was stabbed
by a mentally ill black woman. King survived this
first assassination attempt and as part of
recovery, took a trip to India's Gandhi Peace
Foundation in February 1959 to refine his protest
strategies.

Answering the Call
On December 5, 1955, nearly 20,000 black
citizens refused bus rides. And because blacks
comprised 90% of the transit system's passengers,
most buses were empty. Since the one-day

The Battle for Birmingham
In April 1963, King and the SCLC joined Rev. Fred
Shuttlesworth of the Alabama Christian
Movement for Human Rights (ACMHR) in a
nonviolent campaign to end segregation and to

force businesses to hire blacks in Birmingham,
Alabama.
However, powerful firehoses and vicious attackdogs were unleashed on the peaceful protestors
by “Bull” Connor's local police. King was thrown
into solitary, where he penned Letter from a
Birmingham Jail, an affirmation of his peaceful
philosophy, on April 16, 1963.
Broadcast on national news, images of the
brutality wrenched an unprecedented cry from
an outraged nation. Many began to send money
in support of the protesters. White sympathizers
joined the demonstration.
In a few days, the protest became so explosive
that Birmingham was willing to negotiate. By the
summer of 1963, thousands of public facilities
were integrated across the country and
companies began to hire blacks for the first time.
More importantly, a political climate was created
in which passage of broad civil rights legislation
seemed plausible. On June 11, 1963, President
John F. Kennedy proved his commitment to the
passage of civil rights legislation by drafting the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which was signed into law
by President Lyndon Johnson after Kennedy's
assassination.
The March on Washington
The events of 1963 culminated in the famous
March on Washington in D.C. On August 28,
1963, nearly 250,000 Americans arrived in
sweltering heat. They had come to hear the
speeches of various civil rights activists, but most
had come to hear Martin Luther King, Jr.
Planning the rally had been a group effort,
involving King, James Farmer of CORE, A. Philip
Randolph of the Negro American Labor Council,
Roy Wilkins of the NAACP, John Lewis of SNCC,
and Dorothy Height of the National Council of
Negro Women. Bayard Rustin, King's long-time
political advisor, was the coordinator.
The Kennedy Administration, fearing violence
would ensue, edited the content of John Lewis'
speech and invited white organizations to take
part. This involvement caused some extremist
blacks to consider the event a misrepresentation.
Malcolm X labeled it the “farce in Washington.”6
The crowd far exceeded the expectations of the
event's organizers. Speaker after speaker
addressed the progress made or lack thereof in
national civil rights. The heat grew oppressive -but then King stood up.
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Whether by discomfort or distraction, the start of
King's oration was atypically lackluster. It is said,
however, that King suddenly stopped reading
from penned manuscript, being tapped on the
shoulder by renewed inspiration. Or was it the
voice of famed gospel singer Mahalia Jackson
shouting to him “tell 'em about the dream,
Martin!”
Laying jotted notes aside, King spoke from the
heart of a father, declaring that he had not lost
hope, because he had a dream – “that one day
my four little children will not be judged by the
color of their skin, but by the content of their
character.” The speech King never intended to
give was the greatest speech of his life.
The fact that King's I Have a Dream speech was
comprised of portions of his sermons and
speeches does not denigrate its essence. At a
time when a voice was needed, I Have a Dream
so eloquently embodied the soul, the heart, and
the hope of a people.
Man of the Year
Martin Luther King, Jr., now known worldwide,
was designated Time magazine's 1963 “Man of
the Year.” In 1964, King won the most coveted
Nobel Peace Prize, donating its $54,123 proceeds
to advance civil rights.
But not everyone was thrilled by King's successes.
Since the Montgomery Bus Boycott, King had
been the unknowing subject of the covert
scrutiny of FBI director J. Edgar Hoover.
Hoover was personally malicious toward King,
calling him “most dangerous.” Hoping to prove
King was under communistic influence, Hoover
filed a request with Attorney General Robert
Kennedy to put King under constant surveillance.
In September 1963, Robert Kennedy gave
Hoover consent to break into King and his
associates' homes and offices to install phone
taps and recorders. King's hotel-stays were
subjected to FBI monitoring, which allegedly
produced evidence of sexual activity but none
of communist activity.
The Poverty Problem
The summer of 1964 saw King's nonviolent
concept challenged in the north, with riot
outbreaks in black ghettos in several cities. The
riots resulted in massive property damage and
loss of life.
The riots' origins were clear to King -- segregation
and poverty. Although Civil Rights had helped

blacks, most still lived in extreme poverty. Without
jobs it was impossible to afford decent housing,
healthcare, or even food. Their misery birthed
anger, addiction, and subsequent crime.
The riots disturbed King deeply and his focus
shifted to the poverty dilemma, but he was
unable to garner support. Nevertheless, King
organized a campaign against poverty in 1966
and moved his family into Chicago's black
ghetto.
King found, however, that the successful
strategies used in the South did not work in
Chicago. Also, King’s impact was diminished by
the increasingly vitriolic rant of the black urban
demographic of the period. Blacks began
turning away from the peaceful course of King to
the radical concepts of Malcolm X.
From 1965 to 1967, King met with constant
criticism over his passive nonviolent message. But
King refused to discard his firm convictions of
racial harmony through nonviolence. King
placidly addressed the harmful philosophy of the
Black Power movement in his last book, Where
Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?
To Remain Relevant
Although only 38 years old, Martin Luther King, Jr.
had wearied of years of demonstrations,
confrontations, marches, going to jail, and the
ever-present threat of death. He was
disheartened by the criticism and the uprising of
militant factions.
Even as his popularity waned, King sought to
clarify the link between poverty and
discrimination and to address America's
increased involvement in Vietnam. In a public
address, Beyond Vietnam on April 4, 1967, King
stated that the Vietnam War was politically
unjustifiable and discriminatory towards the poor.
This placed King under the watchful eye of the
FBI even more.
King's last campaign seemed a precursor to
today's “occupy” movement. Organizing with
other civil rights groups, King's Poor People's
Campaign would bring impoverished people of
various ethnicities to live in tent camps on the
National Mall. The event would take place in
April.
Martin Luther King's Last Days
In the spring of 1968, drawn by a labor strike of
black sanitation workers, King went to Memphis,
Tennessee. King joined the march for job safety,
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higher wages, union recognition, and benefits.
But after the march began, a riot broke out -- 60
people were injured, one killed. This ended the
march and a saddened King went home.
Upon reflection, King felt he was surrendering to
violence and returned to Memphis. On April 3,
1968, King gave what proved his last speech.
Towards the end, he stated that he wanted a
long life but had been warned he would be killed
in Memphis. King said that death did not matter
now because he'd "been to the mountaintop"
and had seen "the promised land."
On the afternoon of April 4, 1968 -- a year to the
date of delivering his Beyond Vietnam argument,
King stepped onto the balcony of the Lorraine
Motel in Memphis. A rifle blast rang out from a
boarding house across the way. The bullet tore
into King's face, slamming him against a wall and
onto the ground. King died at St. Joseph's
Hospital less than an hour later.
Free at Last
King's death brought tremendous grief to a
violence-weary nation and race riots exploded
all over the country.
King's body was brought home to Atlanta so that
he could lay-in-state at Ebenezer Baptist Church,
where he had co-pastored with his father for
many years.
On Tuesday, April 9, 1968, King's funeral was
attended by dignitaries and commoners alike.
Great words were spoken to eulogize the slain
leader. However, the most apropos eulogy was
delivered by King himself, when a tape recording
of his last sermon at Ebenezer was played:
"If any of you are around when I meet my day, I
don't want a long funeral... I'd like someone to
mention that day that Martin Luther King, Jr. tried
to give his life serving others... And I want you to
say that I tried to love and serve humanity."
King's body is interred at the King Center in
Atlanta, Georgia.
Martin Luther King's Legacy
Without question, Martin Luther King, Jr. achieved
much in the short span of eleven years. With his
accumulated travel of over six million miles, King
could have gone to the moon and back fourand-a-half times. Instead, he traveled the world
giving over 2,500 speeches, writing five books,
participating in eight major nonviolent recourses
to effect social change, and was arrested over
20 times.

Today in our History - On January 16, 1865, during
the Civil War (1861-65), Union general William T.
Sherman issued Field Order No. 15 in January
1865, calling for the redistribution of confiscated
Southern land to freedmen in forty-acre plots. The
order was rescinded later that same year, and
much of the land was returned to the original
white owners.
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Lincoln sent his secretary of war, Edwin M.
Stanton, to Savannah in order to facilitate a
conversation with Sherman over what to do with
Southern planters' lands.
On January 12 Sherman and Stanton met with
twenty black leaders of the Savannah
community, mostly Baptist and Methodist
ministers, to discuss the question of
emancipation. Lincoln approved Field Order No.
15 before Sherman issued it just four days after
meeting with the black leaders. From Sherman's
perspective the most important priority in issuing
the directive was military expediency. It served as
a means of providing for the thousands of black
refugees who had been following his army since
its invasion of Georgia. He could not afford to
support or protect these refugees while on
campaign.
The order explicitly called for the settlement of
black families on confiscated land, encouraged
freedmen to join the Union army to help sustain
their newly won liberty, and designated a
general officer to act as inspector of settlements.
Inspector General Rufus Saxton would police the
land and work to ensure legal title of the property
for the black settlers. In a later order, Sherman
also authorized the army to loan mules to the
newly settled farmers.
An 1868 sketch by A. R. Waud illustrates the
difficulties faced by the Freedmen's Bureau,
caught between white planters on one side (left)
and emancipated slaves on the other (right). The
bureau was established in 1865 after Union
general William T. Sherman issued his Field Order
No. 15, which called for the resettlement of
freedpeople on confiscated lands.

William T. Sherman issued his Special Field Order
No. 15, which confiscated as Union property a
strip of coastline stretching from Charleston,
South Carolina, to the St. John's River in Florida,
including Georgia's Sea Islands and the mainland
thirty miles in from the coast. The order
redistributed the roughly 400,000 acres of land to
newly freed black families in forty-acre segments.
Sherman's order came on the heels of his
successful March to the Sea from Atlanta to
Savannah and just prior to his march northward
into South Carolina. Radical Republicans in the
U.S. Congress, like Charles Sumner and Thaddeus
Stevens, for some time had pushed for land
redistribution in order to break the back of
Southern slaveholders' power. Feeling pressure
from within his own party, U.S. president Abraham

Freedmen's Bureau
Sherman's radical plan for land redistribution in
the South was actually a practical response to
several issues. Although Sherman had never
been a racial egalitarian, his land-redistribution
order served the military purpose of punishing
Confederate planters along the rice coast of the
South for their role in starting the Civil War, while
simultaneously solving what he and Radical
Republicans viewed as a major new American
problem: what to do with a new class of free
Southern laborers. Congressional leaders
convinced President Lincoln to establish the
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned
Lands on March 3, 1865, shortly after Sherman
issued his order. The Freedmen's Bureau, as it

In November 1983, President Ronald Reagan
honored Martin Luther King, Jr. by creating a
national holiday to celebrate the man who did
so much for the United States. (King is the only
African American and non-president to have a
national holiday.) Make it a champion day!

So, you think that
you know where
the term 40 acres
and a mule
comes from. Read
the history of it
below.
Remember - "The
islands from
Charleston, south,
the abandoned
rice fields along
the rivers for thirty
miles back from
the sea, and the
country bordering
the St. Johns River, Florida." - General William T.
Sherman - (General - U.S. Army)

came to be called, was authorized to give legal
title for forty-acre plots of land to freedmen and
white Southern Unionists.
The immediate effect of Sherman's order
provided for the settlement of roughly 40,000
blacks (both refugees and local slaves who had
been under Union army administration in the Sea
Islands since 1861). This lifted the burden of
supporting the freedpeople from Sherman's army
as it turned north into South Carolina. But the
order was a short-lived promise for blacks.
Despite the objections of General Oliver O.
Howard, the Freedmen's Bureau chief, U.S.
president Andrew Johnson overturned Sherman's
directive in the fall of 1865, after the war had
ended, and returned most of the land along the
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida coasts to
the planters who had originally owned it.
Although Sherman's Special Field Order No. 15
had no tangible benefit for blacks after President
Johnson's revocation, the present-day
movement supporting slave reparations has
pointed to it as the U.S. government's promise to
make restitution to African Americans for
enslavement. The order is also the likely origin of
the phrase "forty acres and a mule," which
spread throughout the South in the weeks and
months following Sherman's march. Research
more about this event in history and tell your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Jackson to get me out of here. - Bobby
Goodman
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Today in our History - January 17, 1984 - Retired
U.S. Navy pilot Bobby Goodman was part of a
historic moment on this day in 1984. After his
plane was shot down over Lebanon and a
subsequent capture by Syrian forces, Rev. Jesse
Jackson and others helped negotiate
Goodman’s release.
Tensions in the region were high as a result of the
Lebanese Civil War. Two fighter jets were fired
upon from Beirut, prompting U.S. forces to
respond with a bombing mission. Goodman and
fellow Lt. Mark Lange piloted a bomber plane
that was struck down by missiles. In the ejection
descent, both men were injured but only
Goodman survived. Syrian troops and Lebanese
civilians held Goodman captive before he was
shipped to Damascus.
Goodman’s capture made international news
and his mother made public pleas for his
freedom. Rev. Jackson, who was in the midst of
attempting to secure the Democratic Party
nomination for president, rallied other faith
leaders to join a delegation that traveled to Syria
to meet with President Hafez al-Assad.
Jackson gathered the likes of Min. Louis
Farrakhan, Rev. Jeremiah Wright, Rev. Wyatt T.
Walker and many others for the peace mission.
After the group met on January 2, Goodman
was freed the next day.
Rev. Jackson and Goodman traveled home
immediately and met with President Ronald
Reagan, who first criticized Jackson’s
involvement in the negotiations. Some experts
say that Jackson, being somewhat neutral as a
man of the cloth, may have been the right
person for the job considering Reagan was an
unpopular figure in Syria.

To be in one's shoes when they are away from
this country and with help can bring them back
safely.
Remember - I am so thankful to my God through
Jesus Christ and your prayers allowed Reverend

Goodman continued to serve, flying in bombing
missions during the Gulf War before retiring at the
rank of commander in 1995. He and Jackson
reunited in 2014 for the first time since their stirring
first encounter. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

I believe
every
child has
the right
to a
mother
and a
father.
Men and
women
are not
the same.
That's not
to say
they're
not
entitled to
equal
rights, but
they are
not the
same.
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seek another office that year. He continued,
however, to be actively involved in the South
Carolina Republican Party and in 1876 he
returned to Congress representing the 2nd district
of South Carolina. Cain served one term and
then returned to his ministerial duties in
Charleston. In 1880 Cain was elected a Bishop in
the A.M.E. Church. Soon afterwards he moved to
Texas and became one of the founders of Paul
Quinn College in Austin. Bishop Cain served as
the college’s first president between 1880 and
1884. Three years later on January 18, 1887,
Richard Harvey Cain died in Washington, D.C.
Research more about this great American and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Remember - “All We Ask Is Equal Laws, Equal
Legislation And Equal Rights”
Today in our History -January 18, 1887 - Richard
Harvey Cain was born a free black in Greenbrier
County, Virginia on April 12, 1825. In 1831 his
parents moved to Gallipolis, Ohio where he
attended school. Seventeen years later, in 1848,
he joined the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church and became a minister in Muscatine,
Iowa. Cain moved to South Carolina in 1865 to
lead a Charleston AME church and soon
became involved in local politics. In 1868, he was
elected a member of the South Carolina State
Constitutional Convention. Later in the year he
was elected to the South Carolina State Senate,
a post he held until 1870. Cain was editor and
publisher of the South Carolina Leader which
eventually became the Missionary Record.
In 1872, Richard Harvey Cain was elected to
South Carolina’s at large seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives. Cain served on the Agriculture
Committee in the 43rd Congress. He is most
remembered, however, for his support of a civil
rights bill introduced into the House in 1870.
Although the bill failed to be enacted, during the
debate he spoke eloquently and passionately
about his own experiences during a trip to the
nation’s capital where he was denied first class
accommodations on a train. By 1874, Cain’s at
large seat was eliminated and he chose not so

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which
while some coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows.
Remember - It's good to have money and the
things that money can buy, but it is good too
check up once and a while that you haven't loss
things that money can't buy"
Today in our History - January 19, 1856 - Bridget
“Biddy” Mason, born a slave in Mississippi in 1818,
achieved financial success that enabled her to
support her extended family for generations
despite the fact that she was illiterate. In a
landmark case she sued her master for their

freedom, saved her earnings, invested in real
estate, and became a well-known philanthropist
in Los Angeles, California.
Although born in Mississippi, Mason was owned
by slaveholders in Georgia and South Carolina
before she was returned to Mississippi. Her last
owner, Robert Marion Smith, a Mississippi Mormon
convert, followed the call of church leaders to
settle in the West. Mason and her children joined
other slaves on Smith’s religious pilgrimage to
establish a new Mormon community in what
would become Salt Lake City, Utah. At the time
Utah was still part of Mexico.
In 1848 30-year-old Mason walked 1,700 miles
behind a 300-wagon caravan that eventually
arrived in the Holladay-Cottonwood area of the
Salt Lake Valley. Along the route west Mason’s
responsibilities included setting up and breaking
camp, cooking the meals, herding the cattle,
and serving as a midwife as well as taking care of
her three young daughters aged ten, four, and
an infant.
In 1851 Smith and his family and slaves set out in
a 150-wagon caravan for San Bernardino,
California to establish yet another Mormon
community. Ignoring Brigham Young’s warning
that slavery was illegal in California, Smith
brought Mason and other enslaved people to
the new community. Along the trek Mason met
Charles H. and Elizabeth Flake Rowan, free
blacks, who urged her to legally contest her slave
status once she reached California, a free state.
Mason received additional encouragement by
free black friends whom she met in California,
Robert and Minnie Owens.
In December 1855 Robert Smith, fearing losing his
slaves, decided to move with them to Texas, a
slave state. The Owens family had a vested
interest in the Mason family as one of their sons
was romantically involved with Mason’s 17-yearold daughter. When Robert Owens told the Los
Angeles County Sheriff that slaves were being
illegally held, he gathered a posse which
including Owens and his sons, other cowboys
and vaqueros from the Owens ranch. The posse
apprehended Smith’s wagon train in Cajon Pass,
California en route to Texas and prevented him
from leaving the state.
After spending five years enslaved in a “free”
state Bridget Mason challenged Robert Smith for
her freedom. On January 19, 1856 she petitioned
the court for freedom for herself and her
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extended family of 13 women and children. Los
Angeles District Judge Benjamin Hayes took three
days before handing down his ruling in favor
Mason and her extended family, citing
California’s 1850 constitution which prohibited
slavery.
Mason and her family moved to Los Angeles
where her daughter married the son of Robert
and Minnie Owens. Mason worked as midwife
and nurse, saved her money and purchased
land in the heart of what is now downtown Los
Angeles. Mason also organized First A.M.E.
Church, the oldest African American church in
the city. She educated her children and with her
wealth became a philanthropist to the entire Los
Angeles community. Bridget “Biddy” Mason died
in Los Angeles in 1891. Research more about this
great America and tell your babies. Make it a
champion day!

You can
only lose
what you
cling to.

Remember - "The future rewards those who press
on. I don't have time to feel sorry for myself. I
don't have time to complain. I'm going to press
on." President Barack H. Obama
Today in our History - January 20, 2009 - Barack
Hussein Obama II is the 44th President of the
United States of America and the first African
American to have held the post. He was born on
August 4, 1961, in Honolulu, Hawaii to Barack
Obama Sr. and Ann Dunham. His parents

separated when he was an infant and divorced
when he was 2 years old, after which Obama Sr.
returned to Kenya. Obama admitted to a feeling
of loss and confusion at the absence of his father
as well as an identity crisis about being a black
child in predominantly white surroundings.
Obama Sr. was killed in a tragic car accident in
Nairobi in 1982 when Obama was 21 years old.
Ann moved to Indonesia and remarried, and
Obama has a half sister named Maya Soetoro
Ng fom his mother’s second marriage. He was
sent back to Hawaii to live with his grandparents
while his mother and sister lived in Jakarta. He
enrolled at Punahou Academy and graduated
with academic honors.
After high school, Obama studied at Occidental
College in Los Angeles for two years before
transferring to Columbia University in New York.
He graduated from Columbia in 1983 with a
degree in political science. After a brief stint in
the business sector, he moved to Chicago in
1985 to work as a community organizer for lowincome residents. During this time, he visited his
father and grandfather’s graves in Kenya and
upon his return, entered Harvard Law School in
1988. he met his future wife, Michelle Robinson,
while working as an associate at the Chicago
law firm of Sidley Austin when she was assigned
to be his adviser during her summer internship at
the firm. At Harvard, Obama was the first African
American editor of the Harvard Law Review and
graduated magna cum laude in 1991. He then
returned to Chicago to practice civil law at the
firm of Miner, Barnhill & Galland, while also
teaching part time at the University of Chicago
Law School from 1992-2004. He married Michelle
in 1992 and have two daughters named Malia
and Sasha.
Obama published his autobiography in 1995,
titled “Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race
and Inheritance”. It received great reviews and
an audio-book version of the same, narrated by
Obama himself, received a Grammy Award for
best spoken word album. In 1996, Obama won a
seat in the Illinois State Senate and in 2000 he
unsuccessfully ran for the U.S. House of
Representatives seat. As a state senator, he
openly expressed his views against George W.
Bush’s decision to go to war in Iraq. He then
started rallying support for his decision to run for
the U.S. Senate, a nomination that he won with a
52% vote. In August 2004 he went head to head
with former presidential candidate Alan Keyes in
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three televised debates, discussing diverse issues
such as gun control, stem cell research, abortion
and taxation. Obama won a seat in the U.S.
Senate with 70% votes, becoming the third
African American to be elected to the U.S.
Senate. Obama published his second book, titled
“The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming
the American Dream” in 2006 which became a
New York Times as well as Amazon.com best
seller. He announced his candidacy for president
against Hillary Clinton in 2007 and defeated her
in a close contest. In November 2008, Obama
won the election against the Republican
candidate John McCain and was sworn in as the
44th President of the United States on January 20,
2009. He faced various challenges in his term
including a global economic crisis and two wars
being fought abroad. Obama introduced
several reforms such as the Affordable Care Act
(or Obama Care, as it is more popularly known)
which has received equal measure of support
and criticism, and the Budget Control Act of 2011
to contain excessive government spending.
Some of his other major decisions included
legalizing gay rights, advocating gun control
after the school shooting in Connecticut and
resuming foreign relations with Iran, Venezuela
and Cuba.
Obama was re-elected in January 2013 for a
second term in office. He has taken several
initiatives, but his popularity ratings have gone
down compared to his last term. With a number
of international crisis to handle such as the
situation in Syria, Palestine and Ukraine, Obama
continues to show his leadership abilities and
pave the way for economic and social reform.
He is also the winner of the 2009 Nobel Peace
Prize for his efforts to prevent nuclear proliferation
and climate change, and his support for
multilateral agencies such as the United Nations
in order to promote international cooperation.
Research more about this great American and
tell your babies. Make it a champion day!

When you are
enthusiastic
about what
you do, you
feel this
positive
energy. It's
very simple.

Art, freedom and creativity will change society
faster than politics.
Remember - " Since my return to America my
Master, has at the desire of my friends in England
given me my freedom." - Phillis Wheatley
Today in our History - January 21, 1773 - Phillis
Wheatley Emancipated. Phillis Wheatley, also
spelled Phyllis and Wheatly (c.1753 West Africa –
December 5, 1784) was the first published
African-American female poet. Born in West
Africa, she was sold into slavery at the age of
seven or eight and transported to North America.
She was purchased by the Wheatley family of
Boston, who taught her to read and write and
encouraged her poetry when they saw her
talent.
The publication of her Poems on Various Subjects,
Religious and Moral (1773) brought her fame
both in England and the American colonies.
Figures such as George Washington praised her
work. During Wheatley's visit to England with her
master's son, African American poet Jupiter
Hammon praised her work in his own poem.
Wheatley was emancipated (set free) shortly
after the publication of her book. She married in
about 1778. Two of her children died as infants.
After her husband was imprisoned for debt in
1784, Wheatley fell into poverty and died of
illness, quickly followed by the death of her
surviving infant son. Research more of this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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Remember "The use of
energy for all
Americans in
our future is
combunding
upon, the use
of energy
Americans are
usuig today" Hazel Rollins
Reid O'Leary
Today in our History - January 22, 1993 - The first
and only woman to hold the position of U.S.
Secretary of Energy, Hazel Rollins Reid was born
May 17, 1937 in Newport News, Virginia. During
this time of public-school segregation, Reid’s
parents, hoping for better schooling
opportunities, sent their daughter to live with an
aunt in New Jersey. There Reid attended a
school for artistically gifted students.
Reid entered Fisk University in Nashville,
Tennessee in 1955 and graduated with honors
four years later. She was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa National Honor Society at Fisk. Seven
years later she received a law degree from
Rutgers University and soon became an attorney
in the New Jersey State Attorney General’s
Office.
By the early 1970s Reid moved to Washington,
D.C., where she became a partner at Coopers
and Lybrand, an accounting firm. Soon she
joined the Gerald Ford Administration as general
counsel to the Community Services
Administration which administered most of the
federal government’s anti-poverty programs.
President Ford later appointed Reid director of
the Federal Energy Administration’s Office of
Consumer Affairs. In this position she became well
known as a representative of the concerns of
consumers who challenged the power and
influence of the major energy producers.
In 1977, President Jimmy Carter appointed Reid
to head the Department of Energy’s Economic
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Regulatory Administration. Her agency included
more than 2,000 employees who enforced price
controls on numerous forms of energy. At this
time she successfully lobbied Congress to pass
the Fuel Use Act, which decreased the demand
for natural gas and developed conservation
programs that assisted low-income residents.
While working for the Carter Administration, Reid
met her future husband, John F. O’Leary, who
was at the time the nation’s deputy energy
secretary. The two married in 1980 and together
left the department to establish and manage
their own energy-consulting firm, O’Leary
Associates.
In 1989, following the death of her husband,
Hazel O’Leary went to work for Northern State
Power Company, a Minnesota utility, as
executive vice president for environmental and
public affairs and then president of its natural gas
division. In 1992 President-elect Bill Clinton
announced that he would nominate O’Leary to
be Secretary of the U.S. Department of Energy.
She would become the second woman and third
African American nominated to the Clinton
Cabinet.
On January 22, 1993, Hazel Rollins Reid O’Leary
became the seventh U.S. Secretary of Energy.
She would direct the 20,000 employees of the
agency and be the principal architect of the
Clinton energy policy which emphasized both
conservation and innovation.
While in office O’Leary led the effort to find safer
ways to dispose of atomic waste. She gained
Congressional approval to convert one of three
national nuclear weapons design laboratories
into a research facility to study technologically
advanced environmental cleanup practices.
O’Leary also opposed increases in energy taxes.
Since 2002, Hazel O’Leary has served as President
of Fisk University, her alma mater. She remains an
avid supporter of environmentalism. She works
with a variety of non-profit organizations
including the World Wildlife Fund, Morehouse
College and The Andrew Young Center of
International Development. Recesrch more
about this great American and tell your babies.
Make It A Champion day!

Knowledge is power. Information is liberating.
Education is the premise of progress, in every
society, in every family.
Remember - "Roots is not just a saga of my family.
It is the symbolic saga of a people." - Alex Haley
Today in our History - January 23, 1977 - Roots is
an American television miniseries based on Alex
Haley's 1976 novel Roots: The Saga of an
American Family. The series first aired on ABC-TV
in January 1977. Roots received 37 Primetime
Emmy Award nominations and won nine. It also
won a Golden Globe and a Peabody Award. It
received unprecedented Nielsen ratings for the
finale, which still holds a record as the third
highest rated episode for any type of television
series, and the second most watched overall
series finale in U.S. television history. It was
produced on a budget of $6.6 million. The series
introduced LeVar Burton in the role of Kunta
Kinte.
A sequel, Roots: The Next Generations, first aired
in 1979, and a second sequel, Roots: The Gift, a
Christmas TV movie, starring Burton and Louis
Gossett Jr., first aired in 1988. A related film, Alex
Haley's Queen, is based on the life of Queen
Jackson Haley, who was Alex Haley's paternal
grandmother.
In 2016, a remake of the original miniseries, with
the same name, was commissioned by the
History Channel and screened by the channel on
Memorial Day 2015. Reserach more about YOUR
FAMILY because your babies need to know from
where they come from. Make it a champion day!

Nobody said Jack
and Jill doesn't do
good things. But
don't try to lie like
Jack and Jill has
nothing to do with
elitism.
Remember - Our
chrildren need a
safe posative
invirement to learn,
grow, play and
network with others
who have the
same intrests. Marion Stubbs
Thomas
Today in out History - The late Marion Stubbs
Thomas founded Jack and Jill of America,
Incorporated, on January 24, 1938, in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She organized a
group of twenty-one mothers in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania with the idea of establishing a
social and cultural union for their children. From
the beginning, this new club, Jack and Jill,
focused on instilling values and leadership skills in
their children and providing "all the opportunities
possible for a normal and graceful approach to
a beautiful adulthood." This group in Philadelphia
quickly inspired others to found similar
organizations. The second "chapter" of Jack and
Jill was established in New York City in 1939, and
a third in Washington, D.C. in 1940. The local
group became an inter-city association,
expanding to Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Maryland,
Boston, Buffalo, New York, Columbus, Ohio,
Durham, North Carolina and Memphis, Tennessee
between 1944 and June 1, 1946 -- the birth date
of the national organization. Headquartered in
Washington, D.C., Jack and Jill of America, Inc. is
divided into seven geographic regions for
administrative purposes. Each region has a
Director, Treasurer, Secretary and Foundation
Member-at-Large, and is represented on a
National Executive Board. At present, there are
more than 230 Jack and Jill chapters in 35 states
across the United States, with more than 10,000
mother members and 40,000 parents and
children.
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In 1968, the organization created its philanthropic
arm, the Jack and Jill of America Foundation,
incorporated under the laws of the State of
Illinois. The Foundation has been responsible for
the origin and funding of a large number of
educational and charitable projects benefiting
children and families in communities across the
United States. Through the years, Jack and Jill of
America has made contributions to other
organizations and projects, including: Africare,
The United Negro College Fund, Rainbow/PUSH,
King Center for Nonviolent Social Change, the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis
(also called March of Dimes), the Children's
Defense Fund, and to the Boys & Girls Clubs of
America.
Mothers of children between the ages of 2 and
19 hold the membership and are required to plan
and host monthly activities for the children, who
are the focus of the program. Children are
divided into age groups (2-5, 6-9, 9-12, 12-14, and
9th through 12th grade) and take part in cultural
activities, fundraising, leadership training,
legislative events and social events such as ski
trips, pizza parties, cotillions, as well as college
planning, theater trips and conferences, to name
a few. Mothers attend required monthly meetings
and act on committees focused on the work of
the organization, as well as larger efforts aimed
to better the conditions of all children, not just
their own. Annual dues, mandatory philanthropic
assessments and extensive children's activities
usually result in annual costs of several hundred
dollars to each member.
Mothers have to be invited into the group.
Members are professional women who are
doctors, lawyers, business executives, professors,
teachers or are housewives married to men who
are doctors, lawyers or business executives. Each
chapter may decide on its own selection
process; some include a prospective member
and her family to participate as guests prior to
being voted upon by the membership. Chapters
may also, at their own discretion and often when
the chapter has become too large, close their
membership intake during a given year; and do
not entertain prospective members.
Graduating teenagers are celebrated and
honored at the annual Regional Teen
Conferences during an event where they are
introduced to the other families in the

membership and their guests, announce their
college choice and are welcomed into the adult
"village". Children who graduate out of the
program are granted legacy status and may
automatically join when they have children of
their own.
Jack and Jill of America celebrated its 75th
anniversary in Philadelphia, PA in 2012 during the
40th National Convention, and again in April
2013.
There are currently 7 regions, including the
Eastern region, Mid-Western region, Central
region, Far West region, Mid-Atlantic region,
South Central region, and South Eastern region.
Each region has a certain number of states within
it. Research more about this American Institution
and you may want to get your babies in it. Make
it a champion day!

If you want to talk about dance bands - Trenton,
NJ's INSTANT FUNK is at the top of the list.
Remember - "Trenton Makes, the World Takes"
Today in our History - Trenton, NJ own INSTANT
FUNK to be honored this weekend January 25,
2017 "Father's and Son's United for a better
Trenton - Unsung Heros.
Instant Funk burst on the '70s disco scene with the
million-selling single "I Got My Mind Made Up (You
Can Get It Girl)" and the gold album Instant Funk.
The Trenton, NJ, band started out with the core
lineup of bassist Raymond Earl, drummer Scotty
Miller, and guitarist Kim Miller. It later expanded
to include keyboardist Dennis Richardson; lead
singer James Carmichael; horn players Larry
Davis, Eric Huff, and Johnny Onderlinde; and
percussionist Charles Williams. The band can be
heard on sides by Evelyn "Champagne" King (her
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gold single "Shame"), Archie Bell & the Drells
("Let's Groove," "The Soul City Walk," and
"Strategy"), South Shore Commission ("Free Man,"
"A Train Called Freedom"), the O'Jays (" Let Me
Make Love to You," "I Swear I Love No One but
You"), Lou Rawls ("From Now On," "When You Get
Home"), Gabor Szabo ("Keep Smilin'"), and Jean
Carn, as well as for their mentor, Bunny Sigler,
and his cover of "Love Train," "Keep Smilin'," "Let
Me Party With You," "Sweeter Than the Berry," and
"Only You," a duet with Loleatta Holloway.
In the mid-'60s, bassist Raymond Earl met
drummer Scotty Miller in grade school and
formed the duo the Music Machine. In 1973,
Scotty's younger brother, guitarist Kim Miller,
joined the duo. After hours and hours of playing
together, the trio found that they clicked; they
became so intuitively "tuned" into each other
that they could anticipate and accent each
other's playing. In 1968, they began backing
local vocal group the TNJs, appearing at local
dances and venues building up a good
reputation. Around 1971, the group's manager
Jackie Ellis christened the backup band Instant
Funk because they could come up with funky
grooves instantaneously.
Philly soul artist/producer/songwriter Bunny Sigler
was invited by Ellis to see Instant Funk and the
TNJs perform. Sometime during the show, Sigler
was called on stage to perform. He was
impressed that the band knew "Sunshine," a song
he co-wrote with Phil Hurtt that was made
popular by the O'Jays. They began backing
Sigler, the Manhattans, and various other R&B
acts. As a staff songwriter/producer at Gamble &
Huff's Philadelphia International Records, Sigler
began using Instant Funk on his sessions along
with the TNJs. At those sessions and later, Sigler
would record the basic track with Earl and the
Miller brothers. Sigler, a brimming fount of ideas,
would often stop the band midsong to
implement one of his flashes of brillance. They
backed Sigler on three of his PIR albums: That's
How Long I'll Be Loving You, Keep Smilin', and My
Music. Some tracks from those LPs are on
Sony/Legacy's The Best of Bunny Sigler: Sweeter
Than the Berry and the 1998 Sony CD Bunny
Sigler. Instant Funk released a single on PIR's TSOP
imprint, "Float Like a Butterfly," and an album, Get
Down with the Philly Jump, issued in November
1976, whose title track and "It Aint Reggae (But It
Sho Is Funky)" were popular in disco clubs.

Jean CarnInstant Funk can also be heard on
sides by the O'Jays ("Let Me Make Love to You,"
"You've Got Your Hooks in Me," "Once Is Not
Enough," and "I Swear I Love No One but You"
from Message in Our Music; "Strokety Stroke" from
So Full of Love), Archie Bell & the Drells ("Let's
Groove," "Strategy," "The Soul City Walk," and "I
Could Dance All Night" on Tightening It Up:The
Best of Archie Bell & the Drells), the Three Degrees
("Take Good Care of Yourself"), Jean Carn ("I'm in
Love Once Again" and "You Are All I Need" from
Jean Carn), Dexter Wansel ("Life on Mars," the
best recording that gives an idea of how the
band sounded live, and "You Can Be What You
Wanna Be" from The Very Best of Dexter Wansel),
and M.F.S.B. ("Let's Go Disco" from Universal
Love). The band can be heard on studio
bandmate T. Life's That's Life album and LPs by his
protégée, Evelyn "Champagne" King (Smooth
Talk and Music Box).
In 1977, M.F.S.B. guitarist Norman Harris started his
own label, Gold Mind Records, distributed by
New York-based Salsoul Records. Sigler signed on
as a recording artist. He and the band were
constantly in the studio recording ideas and
songs. One track, "Let Me Party with You," Sigler
would listen to while driving around and excited
passengers suggested that he release it. The
single, co-written by the Miller brothers, Earl, and
Sigler, went to number eight R&B in January 1978.
The track was reminiscent of Marvin Gaye's "Got
to Give It Up." The album, Let Me Party With You,
was a huge disco hit, and included the follow-up
single, the funky Sam Peake's sax-drenched
ballad "I Got What You Need," "Don't Even Try,"
and the club hit "Your Love Is So Good."
While brainstorming in the studio, Sigler and
Instant Funk came up with "I Got My Mind Made
Up (You Can Get It Girl)." Sigler did overdubs on
the track at Philadelphia-area studios, Alpha
International and Sigma Sound Studios, before
taking it to Bob Blank's Blank Tapes in New York.
When the track was done, Sigler shopped it
around to the record labels, who rebuffed him
with comments like "the hook's not strong
enough" and it sounds incomplete." Instant Funk
signed with Gold Mind, but by the time their
single "I Got My Mind Made Up (You Can Get It
Girl)" was released, Gold Mind had folded, and
all of its acts were transferred to Salsoul.
Witch Doctor The million-selling "I Got My Mind
Made Up (You Can Get It Girl)" (remixed by Larry
Levan) parked at number one R&B for three
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weeks, peaking at number 20 pop on Billboard's
charts in March 1979. Their second album, Instant
Funk, issued January 1979, went gold hitting
number one R&B in spring 1979. Other Instant
Funk albums on Salsoul were: Witch Doctor
(November 1979), The Funk Is On (October 1980),
Looks So Fine (March 1982), Instant Funk, Vol. 5
(January 1983), and Kinky (September 1983). The
band backed Sigler on his Salsoul LPs: I've Always
Wanted to Sing...Not Just Write Songs (March
1979) and Let It Snow (June 1980). Other Salsoul
LPs that feature Instant Funk are Loleatta
Holloway's Queen of the Night, Loleatta, and
Greatest Hits; Double Exposure's Locker Room;
and the Salsoul Orchestra's How High. For Neil
Bogart's Casablanca Records, the band can be
heard on two albums Sigler produced for the
label: Party Girl by Patti Brooks and Callin' by the
Pips. On Curtis Mayfield's Curtom Records, Sigler
and the band are on Barbara Mason & Bunny
Sigler's Locked in This Position, the self-titled debut
of Mystique featuring Ralph Johnson, and
Mayfield's own Heartbeat. With the John Brothers,
who were featured on Witch Doctor, they
recorded a Sigler-produced RCA single, "Try to
Walk a Mile" b/w "I Just Want to Be Free," both
songs written by Bunny's brother Jimmy Sigler.
They are also on Gabor Szabo's Mercury LP
Nightflight and Carl Carlton's I Wanna Be With
You.
When the Cayre brothers, owners of Salsoul
Records, decided to fold the label in 1984, in an
effort to concentrate on the then-emerging
home video market, Instant Funk was without a
record deal. The band toured for a few years
then disbanded. Some of the members were still
in the music business in one form or another as
the 21st century began. Raymond Earl was
operating his own studio and production
company, Ray Ray Productions. Kim Miller, Dennis
Richardson, and James Carmichael went into
gospel music. Bunny Sigler was touring the world
as a member of the Trammps.
Larry Levan's Paradise Garage "I Got My Mind
Made Up (You Can Get It Girl)" can be found on
the CD reissue of their 1979 gold album Instant
Funk, Greatest Hits from EMI/Capitol/The Right
Stuff, in the movie and on the soundtrack for the
Disney/Miramax movie 54, Larry Levan's Paradise
Garage, and various Salsoul and Salsoul-licensed
compilations. For more Invermation and to get
tickets for the event contact - Friends Who Like
Instant Funk's facebook page. Congradulations

to one of Trenton's finest. Make it a champion
day!

The negro served
honorably during
the Civil War in
Arkansas, Illinois,
Rode Island and
many other areas
of the country but
The Massachusetts
54th gained early
glory.
Remember - "If you
men won't take
1/2 pay as your
commander, I also
will not take pay" Robert Gould
Shaw
Today in our History - January 26, 1863 - General
recruitment of African Americans for service in
the Union Army was authorized by the
Emancipation Proclamation issued by President
Lincoln on January 1, 1863. Secretary of War
Edwin M. Stanton accordingly instructed the
Governor of Massachusetts, John A. Andrew, to
begin raising regiments including "persons of
African descent" on January 26, 1863. Andrew
selected Robert Gould Shaw to be the regiment's
colonel and Norwood Penrose "Pen" Hallowell to
be its lieutenant colonel. Like many officers of
regiments of African American troops, both
Robert Gould Shaw and Hallowell were
promoted several grades, both being captains
at the time. The rest of the officers were
evaluated by Shaw and Hallowell: these officers
included Luis Emilio, and Garth Wilkinson "Wilkie"
James, brother of Henry James and William
James. Many of these officers were of abolitionist
families and several were chosen by Governor
Andrew himself. Lt. Col. Norwood Hallowell was
joined by his younger brother Edward Needles
Hallowell who commanded the 54th as a full
colonel for the rest of the war after Shaw's death.
Twenty-four of the 29 officers were veterans, but
only six had been previously commissioned.
The soldiers were recruited by white abolitionists
(including Shaw's parents). These recruiters
included Lieutenant J. Appleton, also the first
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man commissioned in the regiment, whose
recruiting efforts included posting a notice in the
Boston Journal. Wendell Phillips and Edward L.
Pierce spoke at a Joy Street Church recruiting
rally, encouraging free blacks to enlist.[citation
needed] About 100 people were actively
involved in recruitment, including those from Joy
Street Church and a group of individuals
appointed by Governor Andrew to enlist black
men for the 54th.
The 54th trained at Camp Meigs in Readville near
Boston. While there they received considerable
moral support from abolitionists in Massachusetts,
including Ralph Waldo Emerson. Material support
included warm clothing items, battle flags and
$500 contributed for the equipping and training
of a regimental band. As it became evident that
many more recruits were coming forward than
were needed, the medical exam for the 54th
was described as "rigid and thorough" by the
Massachusetts Surgeon-General. This resulted in
what he described as "a more robust, strong and
healthy set of men were never mustered into the
service of the United States." Despite this, as was
common in the Civil War, a few men died of
disease prior to the 54th's departure from Camp
Meigs.
By most accounts the 54th left Boston with very
high morale. This was despite the fact that
Jefferson Davis' proclamation of December 23,
1862, effectively put both African American
enlisted men and white officers under a death
sentence if captured. The proclamation was
affirmed by the Confederate Congress in
January 1863 and turned both enlisted soldiers
and their white officers over to the states from
which the enlisted soldiers had been slaves. As
most Southern states had enacted draconian
measures for "servile insurrection" after Nat
Turner's Rebellion, the likely sentence was a
capital one. [citation needed]
After muster into federal service on May 13, 1863,
the 54th left Boston with fanfare on May 28, and
arrived at more celebrations in Beaufort, South
Carolina. They were greeted by local blacks and
by Northern abolitionists, some of whom had
deployed from Boston a year earlier as
missionaries to the Port Royal Experiment. In
Beaufort, they joined with the 2nd South Carolina
Volunteers, a unit of South Carolina freedmen led
by James Montgomery. After the 2nd Volunteers'
successful Raid at Combahee Ferry, Montgomery
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led both units in a raid on the town of Darien,
Georgia. The population had fled, a and
Montgomery ordered the soldiers to loot and
burn the empty town. Shaw objected to this
activity and complained over Montgomery's
head that burning and looting were not suitable
activities for his model regiment. Later on that
year, the battle of Fort Wagner will make them
heroes. Research more about this great
American Civil War Unit and all of the Black units
that served during The Civil War and tell your
babies. Make it a champion day!

You have to
choose your
path.
You have to
decide what
you wish to
do.
You are the
only person
that can
determine
your destiny.
Remember "Every people
should be
originators of
their own destiny." Major Martin Robertson Delany
Today in our History - January 27, 1861 - Martin R.
Delany (May 6, 1812 - January 24, 1885) was the
first African American commissioned as a major
in the Army. The soldier was also a writer, editor,
abolitionist, Harvard medical student, physician
and judge.
As the bicentennial birthday of Delany
approaches, historians want the nationalist to be
recognized as a man who shaped history. Martin
Delany believed that ‘every person should be
the originator of their own destiny.’ He was so fed
up with American slavery and segregation that
he negotiated a treaty with rulers in West Africa
to allow the creation of a new black settlement.
The Charleston, Virginia native was born to a free
mother and slave father who risked their lives to
educate their children. With his future ahead of
him, Martin Delany studied medicine as an
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apprentice and opened a medical practice that
specialized in cupping and leeching.
In 1839, Delany toured slave country to observe
the racism endured by his enslaved brothers and
sisters. A few years later, Martin Delany joined the
fight of Frederick Douglass through literature by
publishing a newspaper in Pittsburgh called “The
Mystery” then joined Douglass’ North Star
publication in Rochester.
By 1850, Delany successfully entered Harvard
Medical School to continue his studies. However,
he was booted out of the program after three
weeks when white students petitioned for his
removal. Angered by the discrimination, Delany
recorded his frustration in another publication
that insisted blacks immigrate to Africa for justice.
In 1859, Martin Delany led a commission on a site
visit to West Africa, looking for the best location
for a new black nation along the Niger River.
Delany’s next effort would be through the Union
Army in the Civil War. In 1861, he returned to the
U.S. and recruited thousands of blacks to serve in
the Union. Four years later he met with President
Lincoln and got approval to create an all-black
Corps led by African American officers. He was
commissioned a Major in the 52nd U.S. Colored
Troops Regiment and became the first line officer
in U.S. Army history. His next stop was to run for
Republican office. Delany ran for Lt. Governor
against Richard Howell Gleaves. In 1874, Delany
lost the election to Gleaves. Research more
about this great American and share it with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

To see and hear what your nation is thinking and
doing as it
happens,
now that is a
fly on the
wall.
Remember "Over time
they would
ask me my
opinion
about our
people and
what should
be done" Eugene Allen
Today in our History - January 28, 2013 - The
movie "The Butler" is finished and ready for
market. Eugene Allen was a distinguished butler
for the White House who served under eight
presidents, including Harry S. Truman, John F.
Kennedy and Ronald Reagan.
Born on July 14, 1919, in Scottsville, Virginia,
Eugene Allen was an African American butler
who served under eight U.S. presidents, including
Harry S. Truman, John F. Kennedy and Jimmy
Carter. He witnessed firsthand some of history's
major events, as well as the changing
perspectives on race in political arenas. Known
as having been a modest man, Allen is the
subject of the 2013 film The Butler. He died in 2010
in Washington, D.C.
Eugene Allen was born on July 14, 1919, in the
town of Scottsville, Virginia. Growing up during
the time of horrific Southern segregation and Jim
Crow laws, Allen made his way to adulthood and
found work as a waiter, first at a Virginia resort
and then at a Washington, D.C., country club. By
the early 1950s, Allen had landed a job at the
White House as a pantry worker and was
eventually promoted to the position of butler.
Allen met his future wife, Helene, at a 1942 D.C.
birthday party; she tracked down the shy
bachelor's number and gave him a call. They
wed the next year and would go on to have a
son, Charles.
Allen served under eight U.S. presidents,
beginning with Harry S. Truman. As a result, Allen
had intimate knowledge of the inner goings-on
of the White House. He heard both enlightened
and offensive presidential remarks concerning
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race and observed a gradually growing African
American presence among executive staff.
Allen, who went by the nickname Gene, was
held in the highest regard by many and was
noted to have an unassuming, humble spirit,
bestowing his colleagues with excellent service
and becoming quietly entwined in history's
notable moments. He was invited to President
John F. Kennedy's funeral after his assassination,
but even while deeply mourning chose instead
to remain at the White House to serve attendees
as they came in from the services.
In the course of his work, Allen met famous
people like civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and composer Duke Ellington, flew to
Europe with President Richard Nixon and traveled
with President Jimmy Carter to Camp David. He
and President Gerald Ford shared the same
birthday, and Allen was celebrated at the official
festivities as well.
Allen was promoted to maître d' during the
Reagan Administration, and one year first lady
Nancy Reagan invited him to attend as a guest a
state dinner for West German Chancellor Helmut
Kohl. Allen retired in 1986.
Helene died in the fall of 2008, she and Eugene
having been married for 65 years. She passed
right before Barack Obama was elected
president. Allen received a VIP invitation to
Obama's inauguration with a Marine guard
escort. He cried as he beheld the ceremony,
thinking back on the harsh days of segregation.
"You wouldn't even dream that you could dream
of a moment like this," he told the Washington
Post.
Though he received many requests to become a
public figure via speaking engagements or book
deals, Allen declined and remained private. He
died at the age of 90 on March 31, 2010, from
renal failure. He was survived by his son, Charles
Allen, and several grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
Eugene Allen's life is the focus of the 2013 film The
Butler, directed by Lee Daniels, and starring
Forest Whitaker as the title character and Oprah
Winfrey as his wife. The film's large supporting cast
includes Mariah Carey, Jane Fonda, Cuba
Gooding Jr., Lenny Kravitz, Vanessa Redgrave,
Alan Rickman and Robin Williams, among others.
Research more about this great American and
tell your babies. Make it a champion day!
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would be free or slave territories, the need for a
compromise was the only thing that at that time
would have averted outright violence.
Realizing this, Clay enlisted the help of
Democratic Illinois Senator, Stephen Douglas who
would eight years later be involved in a series of
debates with Republican opponent Abraham
Lincoln.
Clay, backed by Douglas, proposed five
resolutions on January 29, 1850 which he hoped
would bridge the gap between Southern and
Northern interests.

Be careful not to compromise what you want
most for what you want now.
Remember - "If we do not compromise, the union
will fail to exssist. By issuieing the compromise
hopefully, we can avoid a great war of brother
against brother" - Henry Clay (W) KY.
Today in our History - January 29,1850 - The
Compromise of 1850 was a series of five bills
intended to stave off sectional strife that passed
during Millard Fillmore's presidency. With the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo at the end of the
Mexican-American War, all the Mexican-owned
territory between California and Texas was given
to the United States. This included parts of New
Mexico and Arizona. In addition, portions of
Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, and Colorado were
ceded to the US.
The question that arose was what to do with
slavery in these territories. Should it be allowed or
forbidden? The issue was extremely important to
both free and slave states because of the
balance of power in terms of voting blocs in the
US Senate and House of Representatives.
Henry Clay was a Whig Senator from Kentucky.
He was nicknamed "The Great Compromiser"
due to his efforts at helping bring these bills to
fruition along with previous bills such as the
Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the
Compromise Tariff of 1833. He personally owned
slaves which he would later free in his will.
However, his motivation in passing these
compromises, especially the 1850 compromise,
was to avoid Civil War.
Sectional strife was becoming more and more
confrontational. With the addition of new
territories and the question of whether they

In April of that year, a Committee of Thirteen was
created to consider the resolutions. On May 8th,
the committee led by Henry Clay, proposed the
five resolutions combined into an omnibus bill.
The bill did not receive unanimous support.
Opponents on both sides were not happy with
the compromises including southerner John C.
Calhoun and northerner William H. Seward.
However, Daniel Webster put his considerable
weight and verbal talents behind the bill.
Nonetheless, the combined bill failed to win
support in the Senate. Thus, the supporters
decided to separate the omnibus bill back into
five individual bills. These were eventually passed
and signed into law by President Fillmore.
The Five Bills of the Compromise of 1850
The goal of the Compromise bills was to deal with
the spread of slavery to territories in order to keep
northern and southern interests in balance. The
five bills included in the Compromises put the
following into law:
California was entered as a free state.
New Mexico and Utah were each allowed to use
popular sovereignty to decide the issue of
slavery. In other words, the people would pick
whether the states would be free or slave.
The Republic of Texas gave up lands that it
claimed in present day New Mexico and
received $10 million to pay its debt to Mexico.
The slave trade was abolished in the District of
Columbia.
The Fugitive Slave Act made any federal official
who did not arrest a runaway slave liable to pay
a fine. This was the most controversial part of the
Compromise of 1850 and caused many
abolitionists to increase their efforts against
slavery.
The Compromise of 1850 was key in delaying the
start of the Civil War until 1861. It temporarily

lessened the rhetoric between northern and
southern interests, thereby delaying secession for
11 years. Clay died of tuberculosis in 1852. One
wonders what might have happened if he had
still been alive in 1861. Research more about this
Compromise and tell your baby. Make it a
champion day!

Some are born great, some achieve greatness,
and some have greatness thrust upon them.
Remember - "Great dancers aren't great
because of their technique; they are great
because of their passion." Granville Tailer Woods
Today in our History - January 30, 1910 - Granville
Tailer Woods Dies. The magnitude of an inventor’s
work can often be defined by the esteem in
which he is held by fellow inventors. If this is the
case, then Granville Woods was certainly a
respected inventor as he was often referred to as
the “Black Thomas Edison.”
Granville Woods was born on April 23, 1856 in
Columbus, Ohio. He spent his early years
attending school until the age of 10 at which
point, he began working in a machine shop
repairing railroad equipment and machinery.
Intrigued by the electricity that powered the
machinery, Woods studied other machine
workers as they attended to different pieces of
equipment and paid other workers to sit down
and explain electrical concepts to him. Over the
next few years, Woods moved around the
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country working on railroads and in steel rolling
mills. This experience helped to prepare him for a
formal education studying engineering
(surprisingly, it is unknown exactly where he
attended school, but it is believed it was an
eastern college.)
After two years of studying, Woods obtained a
job as an engineer on a British steamship called
the Ironsides. Two years later he obtained
employment with D & S Railroads, driving a steam
locomotive. Unfortunately, despite his high
aptitude and valuable education and expertise,
Woods was denied opportunities and promotions
because of the color of his skin. Out of frustration
and a desire to promote his abilities, Woods,
along with his brother Lyates, formed the Woods
Railway Telegraph Company in 1884. The
company manufactured and sold telephone,
telegraph and electrical equipment. One of the
early inventions from the company was an
improved steam boiler furnace and this was
followed up by an improved telephone
transmitter which had superior clarity of sound
and could provide for longer range of distance
for transmission.
In 1885, Woods patented a apparatus which was
a combination of a telephone and a telegraph.
The device, which he called “telegraphony,”
would allow a telegraph station to send voice
and telegraph messages over a single wire. The
device was so successful that he later sold it to
the American Bell Telephone Company. In 1887,
Woods developed his most important invention
to date – a device he called Synchronous
Multiplex Railway Telegraph. A variation of the
“induction telegraph,” it allowed for messages to
be sent from moving trains and railway stations.
By allowing dispatchers to know the location of
each train, it provided for greater safety and a
decrease in railway accidents.
Granville Woods often had difficulties in enjoying
his success as other inventors made claims to his
devices. Thomas Edison made one of these
claims, stating that he had first created a similar
telegraph and that he was entitled to the patent
for the device. Woods was twice successful in
defending himself, proving that there were no
other devices upon which he could have
depended or relied upon to make his device.
After the second defeat, Edison decided that it
would be better to work with Granville Woods
than against him and thus offered him a position
with the Edison Company.

In 1892, Woods used his knowledge of electrical
systems in creating a method of supplying
electricity to a train without any exposed wires or
secondary batteries. Approximately every 12
feet, electricity would be passed to the train as it
passed over an iron block. He first demonstrated
the device as an amusement apparatus at the
Coney Island amusement park, and, while it
amused patrons, it would be a novel approach
towards making safer travel for trains.
Many of Woods inventions attempted to increase
efficiency and safety railroad cars, Woods
developed the concept of a third rail which
would allow a train to receive more electricity
while also encountering less friction. This concept
is still used on subway train platforms in major
cities in the United States.
Over the course of his life time Granville Woods
would obtain more than 50 patents for inventions
including an automatic brake and an egg
incubator and for improvements to other
inventions such as safety circuits, telegraph,
telephone, and phonograph. When he died on
January 30, 1910 in New York City he had
become an admired and well-respected
inventor, having sold a number of his devices to
such giants as Westinghouse, General Electric
and American Engineering – more importantly
the world knew him as the Black Thomas Edison.
Research more about this great American and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

For this is the mark of a wise and upright man, not
to rail against the gods in misfortune.
Remember - "People who fear me should
because if they are not up right in all things, I will
teach them or destroy them. - Mansa Musa
Today in our History - January 31, 1324 - Mansa
Musa travels to Mecca. Musa Keita I (c. 1280—c.
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1337) was the tenth Mansa, which translates as
"sultan" (king), "conqueror", or emperor of the
wealthy West African Mali Empire. At the time of
Musa's rise to the throne, the Malian Empire
consisted of territory formerly belonging to the
Ghana Empire in present-day southern
Mauritania and in Melle (Mali) and the
immediate surrounding areas. Musa held many
titles, including "Emir of Melle", "Lord of the Mines
of Wangara", "Conqueror of Ghanata", and at
least a dozen others. It is said that Mansa Musa
had conquered 24 cities, each with surrounding
districts containing villages and estates, during his
reign. During his reign Mali may have been the
largest producer of gold in the world at a point of
exceptional demand. One of the richest people
in history, he is known to have been enormously
wealthy; reported as being inconceivably rich by
contemporaries, "There's really no way to put an
accurate number on his wealth."
Musa was a devout Muslim, and his pilgrimage to
Mecca made him well-known across northern
Africa and the Middle East. To Musa, Islam was
"an entry into the cultured world of the Eastern
Mediterranean". He would spend much time
fostering the growth of the religion within his
empire.
Musa made his pilgrimage between 1324–1325.
His procession reportedly included 60,000 men,
including 12,000 slaves who each carried 1.8 kg
(4 lb) of gold bars and heralds dressed in silks
who bore gold staffs, organized horses, and
handled bags. Musa provided all necessities for
the procession, feeding the entire company of
men and animals. Those animals included 80
camels which each carried 23–136 kg (50–300 lb)
of gold dust. Musa gave the gold to the poor he
met along his route. Musa not only gave to the
cities he passed on the way to Mecca, including
Cairo and Medina, but also traded gold for
souvenirs. It was reported that he built a mosque
every Friday.
Musa's journey was documented by several
eyewitnesses along his route, who were in awe of
his wealth and extensive procession, and records
exist in a variety of sources, including journals,
oral accounts, and histories. Musa is known to
have visited the Mamluk sultan of Egypt, Al-Nasir
Muhammad, in July 1324.
But Musa's generous actions inadvertently
devastated the economies of the regions
through which he passed. In the cities of Cairo,

Medina, and Mecca, the sudden influx of gold
devalued the metal for the next decade. Prices
on goods and wares greatly inflated. To rectify
the gold market, on his way back from Mecca,
Musa borrowed all the gold he could carry from
moneylenders in Cairo, at high interest. This is the
only time recorded in history that one man
directly controlled the price of gold in the
Mediterranean. Research more about this great
African Ruler and tell your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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Navy, was born on March 25, 1949 in Patuxent
River, Maryland. Fishburne was raised in Rockville,
Maryland where she attended Richard
Montgomery High School. In 1971, she graduated
from Lincoln University in Oxford, Pennsylvania
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology. In
February 1973, Fishburne became an Ensign after
graduating from the Women Officers School at
Newport, Rhode Island.
Fishburne’s first naval assignment was at the
Naval Air Test Facility, Lakehurst, New Jersey, as a
Personnel and Legal Officer. From August 1974 to
November 1977, Fishburne was an Officer
Programs recruiter in Miami, Florida. For the next
three years, 1977 to 1980, Fishburne was the
Officer in charge of the Naval
Telecommunications Center at the Great Lakes,
Illinois Naval Base.
Fishburne earned her Master of Arts in
Management from Webster College in St. Louis,
Missouri in 1980 and for the next two years was a
student at the Naval Postgraduate School in
Monterey, California. In 1982, Fishburne earned
her Master of Science in Telecommunications
Systems Management at the Naval Postgraduate
School. After graduating, Fishburne served for
two years at the Command, Control,
Communications Directorate for the Chief of
Naval Operations.
Fishburne held assignments in Japan,
Washington, D.C., and Key West, Florida for the
next decade. In December 1994, she became
Chief of the Command and Control Systems
Support Division for the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon. She then served as commander of the
Naval Computer and Telecommunications Area
Master Station in Wahiawa, Hawaii from 1995 to
1998. On February 1, 1998, she attained the rank
of Rear Admiral and was promoted by the
President of the United States, Bill Clinton.

If you believe in yourself and have dedication
and pride - and never quit, you'll be a winner.
The price of victory is high but so are the rewards.
Remember - The promotion to Rear Admiral was
a goal that I set for myself to obtaining while in
the U.S. Navy. With God's help and my
dedication to the job it was done. - Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy - Lillian Elaine Fishburne,
Today on our History - February 1, 1998 - Lillian E.
Fishburne, the first African American woman to
become a Rear Admiral in the United States

After three years as the Director of the
Information Transfer Division for the Space,
Information Warfare for the Chief of Naval
Operations, in Washington, D.C., Fishburne retired
in February 2001. Her decorations include the
Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit,
two Meritorious Service Medals, two Navy
Commendation Medals, and the Navy
Achievement Medal. Fishburne is married to
Albert J. Sullivan, a native of Daytona Beach,
Florida. They have a daughter named Cherese.

Research more about this great American and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Knowledge
through proper
education is
what remains
after one has
forgotten what
one has learned
in school.
Remember People needed
an easier way to
deliver Ice
Cream to the
dish, so I made
everyone
happy, but no
one ever said
thank you in all
these years. - Alfred Louis Cralle
Today in our History - February 2, 1897 - Alfred L.
Cralle (1866–1920) was an African American
businessman and inventor who was best known
for inventing the ice cream scoop in 1897. Cralle
was born on September 4, 1866, in Kenbridge,
Lunenburg County, Virginia, just after the end of
the American Civil War. He attended local
schools and worked for his father in the carpentry
trade as a young man. During that period, he
also became interested in mechanics.
Cralle was sent to Washington D.C. where he
attended Wayland Seminary, a branch of the
National Theological Institute, one of a number of
schools founded by the American Baptist Home
Mission Society immediately after the Civil War to
help educate newly freed African Americans.
After attending the school for a few years, Cralle
moved to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he
worked as a porter at a drugstore and at a hotel.
While working at the hotel, he developed the
idea of the ice cream scoop. It came to him
when he noticed ice cream servers having
difficulty trying to get the popular confection
desired by the customer into the cone they were
usually holding. The ice cream tended to stick to
spoons and ladles, usually requiring the server to
use two hands and at least two separate
implements to serve customers.
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Cralle responded to that problem by creating a
mechanical device now known as the ice cream
scoop. He applied for and received a patent on
February 2, 1897. The thirty-year-old was granted
U.S. Patent #576395.
Cralle’s invention, originally called an Ice Cream
Mold and Disher, was designed to be able to
keep ice cream and other foods from sticking. It
was easy to operate with one hand. Since the
Mold and Disher was strong and durable,
effective, and inexpensive, it could be
constructed in almost any desired shape, such as
cone or a mound, with no delicate parts that
could break or malfunction.
Cralle was also a successful Pittsburgh business
promoter as well. When local black investors
created the Afro-American Financial,
Accumulating, Merchandise, and Business
Association in Pittsburgh, he was selected as
assistant manager.
He did not become famous for his inventing of his
ice cream scoop. It spread widely so quickly that
people soon forgot or never knew Cralle as the
inventor. Thus, he never profited from his
invention.
Married and with three children, Cralle
experienced a number of personal tragedies. His
wife and one of his daughters died in 1918 of a
communicable disease. In 1920 he lost his only
son to another disease. With their deaths, Cralle’s
only surviving immediate family member was
daughter Anna Cralle, born in 1910. Later in 1920,
Cralle himself was killed in an automobile
accident in Pittsburgh. Research more about this
great American and how one of America's
favorite deserts became easier to enjoy and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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segregated schools across the city. The city had
promised the schools an integration plan for
several years and the Board of Education
released a plan to draw out new districts just a
few days before the boycott, but activists said it
was not enough.

America preaches integration and practices
segregation.
Remember - N.Y.C. is not that big that it can not
follow the law and Intergrate it's public school
system - Minister Milton Galamison.
Today in our History - February 3, 1964 - N.Y.C.
Public Schools Boycott by Black and Purto Rican
students. After negotiations failed, New York
City's civil rights organizations planned a one day
march and boycott of the city's school sytems, in
protest of the ongoing segregation of schools.
As part of the boycott, several students skipped
school on February 3 and the protesters spent the
day marching to several of the city's schools and
to the Board of Education in Brooklyn.
The turn out for the boycott exceeded the
expectations of many. Despite this the boycott
was not successful in integrating the publicschool system.
Segregation in schools had been outlawed in
New York City in 1920 and the Brown v. Board of
Education decision made school segregation
illegal on a national level. Despite this, New York
City schools were still segregated in 1964 and
provided unequal learning environments. Several
states delayed the desegregation of their schools
and many were able to keep segregated
schools due to surrounding segregated
communities. This was the case in New York City;
segregation was not practiced by law, but it was
still a reality in communities that had been
traditionally black and white. The kids that lived in
these neighborhoods would then attend the
schools closest to where they lived, leading to

In the early 1960s the boycott was proposed by
Presbyterian minister Milton Galamison who had
previously served as the president of Brooklyn's
NAACP branch. He created a civil rights
organization called the Parents' Workshop for
Equality in New York City Schools that consisted
of parents, teachers, and the city's civil rights
advocates. The group attempted to convince
the Board of Education to create a plan for the
integration of the city’s African American and
Puerto Rican schools. The organization was
unable to do so and by 1964 they requested that
Bayard Rustin plan the boycott; Rustin helped
plan the 1963 March on Washington and the
Freedom Ride of 1947. Along with the city's civil
rights organizations and pastors, Rustin planned
the boycott for February 3 and provided
freedom schools for students to attend if they
planned to partake in the boycott. These civil
rights organizations included the City-Wide
Committee for Integrated Schools, CORE,
NAACP, Parents' Workshop for Equality, and the
Harlem Parents Committee.
On February 3, the boycott began when 464,000
students refused to attend school and several
protesters marched to the city's schools and to
the Board of Education. At the Freedom Schools,
students were taught about slavery, what it
meant to be free, and sang songs like the
popular "We Shall Overcome." While there was a
fear of violence, the boycott remained peaceful,
and received more support than people thought
it would. However, it did not succeed in
integrating the city’s African American and
Puerto Rican schools and communities. Even
today several schools in the city are still
segregated due to the Board of Education's
failure to fully address the issue. Research more
about school Integration in America and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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Congratulations to
the Philadelphia
Eagles on winning
yesterday's Super
Bowl LII.

Remember - "African-American assistant
coaches in the NFL, were so important to the
progress of this league." - Tony Dungy - All Pro
Player, Super Bowl Winning Coach and Hall of
Fame Member.
Today in our History - Febuary 4, 2007 - Well
before the opening kickoff, it is already clear that
Super Bowl XLI will be one for the history books.
That's because both competing coaches – Tony
Dungy of the Indianapolis Colts and the Chicago
Bears' Lovie Smith – are of African American
heritage. On Sunday night, one of them will
become the first black coach to win a Super
Bowl.
That's not just a piece of sports trivia. It is part of
the civil rights movement, an important chapter
of American history that for many will outshine
even the most amazing gridiron heroics.
As devastating as their 29-17 Super Bowl XLI loss
to the Colts was for the proud Chicago Bears, it
was worse for their coach: Lovie Smith will forever
be remembered as the first African American
coach to lose a Super Bowl.
During his remarkable seven-year run with the
Colts and its star quarterback, Peyton Manning,
Dungy turned the franchise into a perennial
Super Bowl contender. The Vince Lombardi
trophy finally came Dungy's way on February 4,
2007, when the Colts defeated the Chicago
Bears in Super Bowl XLI, 29-17, in Miami.
The victory made Dungy the first African
American to coach a Super Bowl–winning club. It
also made him just the third person in NFL history
to win a title as a player and as a head coach.
Following the 2008 season, and after 31 seasons
patrolling an NFL sideline, Dungy retired from
coaching. Tony Dungy, former NFL head coach
Inducted to the 2016 Class Pro Football Hall of
Fame. Research more about African Americans
and the Super Bowl and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Remember - I
knew that my
mother, sisters and
my wife could use
a better way in the
kitchen to save
time. - Willis
Johnson
Today in our
History - February 5, 1884 - African American Willis
Johnson of Cincinnati, Ohio, patented and
improved the mechanical eggbeater (U.S. pat#
292,821) on February 5, 1884. The beater was
made up of a handle attached to a series of
spring-like whisk wires used to help mix
ingredients. Prior to his eggbeater, all mixing of
ingredients was done by hand and was quite
labor-intensive and time-consuming.
In fact, what Willis Johnson had really invented
was an early mixing machine and not just an
eggbeater.
His device was not intended for eggs alone.
Johnson had designed his eggbeater and mixer
for eggs, batter, and other baker's ingredients. It
was a double acting machine with two
chambers. Batter could be beaten in one section
and eggs could be beaten in another section, or
one section could be cleaned while the other
section could continue beating. Research more
about African American Inventors and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!
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romantic style of singing endeared him to
millions, and his record sales were phenomenal.
There was every reason to believe that a TV show
starring Nat King Cole would be a huge hit.
There was just one slight problem: with legal
segregation still in full force in the South and de
facto segregation in much of the rest of the
country, TV was, with few exceptions, the
exclusive domain of white people. The rare
television images of African Americans tended to
be dumb stereotypes like those seen on Amos 'n
Andy and Beulah. Even if some in the industry
might have been inclined to allow blacks to
present themselves as intelligent and
sophisticated, there was no telling how the
audience might react.

We who follow the Honorable Elijah Muhammad
feel that when you try and pass integration laws
here in America, forcing white people to pretend
that they are accepting black people, what you
are doing is making white people act in a
hypocritical way.
Remember - "The Supreme Court is having a hard
time integrating schools. What chance do I have
to integrate audiences?" - Nat King Cole
Today in our History - February 6, 1958 - "The Nate
King Cole Show" - Season One - Show number 13.
"For 13 months, I was the Jackie Robinson of
television", wrote Nat King Cole in a revealing
1958 article for Ebony magazine. "After a trailblazing year that shattered all the old bug-aboos about Negroes on TV, I found myself
standing there with the bat on my shoulder. The
men who dictate what Americans see and hear
didn't want to play ball."
The conventional wisdom about The Nat King
Cole Show is that it was the first network TV
program hosted by an African American, that
NBC cancelled it after it failed to attract a
sponsor, and that potential advertisers were
reluctant to sign on for fear that their products
would be boycotted by disgruntled Southerners.
While based in fact, none of these statements is
exactly true.
At the time of his show's premiere, Nat Cole was
not merely one of the highest paid black people
in America but one of the most successful
entertainers in the world, period. His gentle,

Black hosts had been tried before. Hazel Scott (in
1950) and Billy Daniels (in 1952) had each starred
in a short-lived and quickly forgotten variety
show. But Cole's program was the first hosted by
a star of his magnitude, and expectations were
high.
It was obvious that, if Nat were successful, it
would open a lot of doors for other African
American entertainers. There was a whole host of
big stars, both black and white, who wanted to
help and were willing to appear on the show for
union scale. But despite the stars and the show's
high entertainment value, decent ratings failed
to materialize.
Had the ratings been higher, national sponsors
might have been willing to support the show. But
the combination of a relatively small audience
and skittishness about viewer reaction kept them
away. While crediting NBC with keeping the
show on the air, Cole felt advertisers should have
had more guts. "When we went on the air last
summer," he wrote, "two big companies were on
the verge of buying. But, at the last moment,
somebody said, 'No, we won't take a chance.'
Two other sponsors turned us down cold. I won't
call their names, but they were big, very big. They
turned us down and then lost money on inferior
shows."
Carter products, makers of Arrid deodorant and
Rise shaving cream, backed the show for a short
time but soon pulled out. In the absence of a
national sponsor, NBC put together a patchwork
of local ones, including Rheingold Beer in New
York, Gallo and Thunderbird Wines in Los Angeles,
Regal Beer in New Orleans, and Coca Cola in
Houston. But despite a major push, Cole and NBC

just couldn't dispel the notion among big
advertisers that viewers would object to seeing
blacks and whites on an equal footing and that it
would hurt the companies' sales - despite the
fact that none of the local sponsors had had a
problem. "Madison Avenue [is] the center of the
advertising industry," Cole wrote, "and their big
clients didn't want their products associated with
Negroes…Ad Alley thinks it's still a white man's
world."
It seems silly today, but Cole had to be careful
how he related to his guest stars. In the best show
biz tradition, he liked getting physical with his
pals, often putting a friendly arm around them.
But he was mindful never to touch the white
women on the show. It wouldn't be an
overstatement to say that in some parts of the
country, even at that late date, that would have
been a lynching offense. Remember, it had been
just two years since the murder of Emmett Till.
That Cole was aware of the situation is evident in
this carefully worded statement: "We proved that
a Negro star could play host to whites, including
women, and we proved it in such good taste
that no one was offended…I didn't bend over
backwards, but I didn't go out of my way to
offend anyone." (Black women were another
story. His flirting with Eartha Kitt on the October 8,
1957 telecast got so steamy that, at the close of
the show, he felt the need to speak directly to his
wife, assuring her it was all in good fun.)
Despite the controversy behind the scenes, there
was little evidence of it on the show itself. Viewers
simply saw and heard some of the best
entertainment television had to offer. Reviewing
the premiere, Variety foresaw "many pleasant
quarter-hours to come" and mentioned "the
topgrade quality that's going into the series." The
New York Times called the show "a refreshing
musical diversion" with a host possessing "an
amiable personality that comes across
engagingly on the television screen."
While NBC was willing to keep the show going,
Cole decided to call it quits after fourteen
months on the air. Two factors influenced his
decision. First, the network wanted to move the
show from Tuesdays at 7:30 to Saturdays at 7:00.
Nat felt the move wouldn't help his ratings, since
in some areas, the program would air at 6:00 or
even 5:00. The other reason was that he didn't
feel comfortable asking his guest stars to work for
practically nothing. "You can wear out your

welcome," he commented. "People get tired if
you never stop begging."
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When the show folded, Cole and NBC expressed
some optimism about reviving it if a national
sponsor could be found, but that never
happened. The next African American to try
hosting a program was Sammy Davis Jr. in 1966,
but low ratings forced him off the air after less
than four months. It wasn't until The Flip Wilson
Show came along in 1970 that a variety show
hosted by a black entertainer became an
unqualified success.
But Nat King Cole was the trail blazer. "I was the
pioneer, the test case, the Negro first," he wrote.
"I didn't plan it that way, but it was obvious to
anyone with eyes to see that I was the only
Negro on network television with his own show.
On my show rode the hopes and fears and
dreams of millions of people." It was a dream
deferred, but one that eventually came true.
The prejudices of the era in which Cole lived
hindered his potential for even greater stardom.
His talents extended beyond singing and piano
playing: he excelled as a relaxed and humorous
stage personality, and he was also a capable
actor, evidenced by his performances in the films
Istanbul (1957), China Gate (1957), Night of the
Quarter Moon (1959), and Cat Ballou (1965); he
also played himself in The Nat “King” Cole
Musical Story (1955) and portrayed blues legend
W.C. Handy in St. Louis Blues (1958). His daughter
Natalie was also a popular singer who achieved
her greatest chart success in 1991 with
“Unforgettable,” an electronically created duet
with her late father. Research more about this
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. The event
inspired schools and communities nationwide to
organize local celebrations, establish history clubs
and host performances and lectures.
The NAACP was founded on February 12, 1909,
the centennial anniversary of the birth of
Abraham Lincoln.
In the decades that followed, mayors of cities
across the country began issuing yearly
proclamations recognizing Negro History Week.
By the late 1960s, thanks in part to the civil rights
movement and a growing awareness of black
identity, Negro History Week had evolved into
Black History Month on many college campuses.

Whoever controls the media, controls the mind.
Remember - "When you control a man's thinking
you do not have to worry about his actions." Carter G. Woodson
Today in our History - February 7, 1926 - Carter G.
Woodson leads the way - Black History Month is
an annual celebration of achievements by
African Americans and a time for recognizing the
central role of blacks in U.S. history. The event
grew out of “Negro History Week,” the brainchild
of noted historian Carter G. Woodson and other
prominent African Americans. Since 1976, every
U.S. president has officially designated the month
of February as Black History Month. Other
countries around the world, including Canada
and the United Kingdom, also devote a month to
celebrating black history. The story of Black
History Month begins in 1915, half a century after
the Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in
the United States.
That September, the Harvard-trained historian
Carter G. Woodson and the prominent minister
Jesse E. Moorland founded the Association for
the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), an
organization dedicated to researching and
promoting achievements by black Americans
and other peoples of African descent.
Known today as the Association for the Study of
African American Life and History (ASALH), the
group sponsored a national Negro History week
in 1926, choosing the second week of February
to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham

President Gerald Ford officially recognized Black
History Month in 1976, calling upon the public to
“seize the opportunity to honor the too-often
neglected accomplishments of black Americans
in every area of endeavor throughout our
history.” Research more about the begining of
this National event and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!
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I do not want at this time to write anything that
would make it difficult for you to meet the
opposition of your enemy without my assistance.
Suffice to say that the history of the outrage shall
form a splendid chapter in the history of Africa
redeemed. When black man will no longer be
under the heels of others but have a civilization
and culture of their own.
The whole affair is a disgrace, and the whole
black world knows it. We shall not forget. Our day
may be fifty, a hundred or two hundred years
ahead, let us watch, work, and pray, for the
civilization of injustice is bound to crumble and
bring destruction down upon the heads of the
unjust.

Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery,
none but ourselves can free our minds!
Remember - "I have no desire to take all black
people back to Africa; there are blacks who are
no good here and will likewise be no good
there." - Marcus Garvey
Today in our History - February 8, 1925 - Marcus
Garvey sent to Atlanta Prison. Garvey Was a
Political Prisoner! On this day February 8th,
Marcus Garvey entered federal prison in Atlanta.
Students staged strike at Fisk University to protest
policies of white administration.
Marcus Mosiah Garvey was a Jamaican political
leader, publisher, journalist, entrepreneur, and
orator who was a staunch proponent of the
Black Nationalism and Pan-Africanism
movements.
He founded the Universal Negro Improvement
Association and African Communities League.
He founded the Black Star Line, part of the Backto-Africa movement, which promoted the return
of the African diaspora to their Ancestral Land!
Marcus Garvey Letter from Atlanta Prison
Fellow Men of the Negro Race Greetings:
I am delighted to inform you, that your humble
servant is as happy in suffering for you and our
cause as is possible under the circumstances of
being viciously outraged by a group of plotters
who have connived to do their worst to humiliate
you through me, in fight for real emancipation
and African Redemption.

My work is just begun, and when the history of my
suffering is complete, then the future generations
of the Negro will have in their hands the guide by
which they shall know the “sins” of the twentieth
century. I, and I know you, too, believe in time,
and we shall wait patiently for two hundred
years, if need be, to face our enemies through
our prosperity.
All I have I have given you. I have sacrificed my
home and my loving wife for you. I entrust her to
your charge, to protect and defend her in my
absence. She is the bravest little woman I know.
She has suffered and sacrificed with me for you,
therefore, please do not desert her at this dismal
hour, when she stands alone. I left her penniless
and helpless to face the world, because I gave
you all, but her courage is great, and I know she
will hold up for you and me.
After my enemies are satisfied, in life or death I
shall come back to you to serve even as I have
served before. In life I shall be the same; in death
I shall be a terror to the foes of Negro liberty. If
death has power, then count on me in death to
be the real Marcus Garvey I would like to be. If I
may come in an earthquake, or a cyclone, or a
plague, or pestilence, or as God would have me,
then be assure that I would never desert you and
make your enemies triumph over you.
Would I not go to hell a million times for you?
Would I not like Macbeth’s ghost, walk the earth
forever for you? Would I not lose the whole world
and eternity for you? Would I not cry forever
before the footstool of the Lord Omnipotent for
you? Would I not die a million deaths for you?
Then, why be sad? Cheer up and be assure that
if it takes a million years the sins of our enemies

shall visit the millionth generation of those that
hinder and oppress us.
If I die in Atlanta my work shall then only begin,
but I shall live, in the physical or spiritual to see
the day of Africa’s glory. When I am dead wrap
the mantle of the Red, Black and Green around
me, for in the new life I shall rise with God’s grace
and blessing to lead the millions up the heights of
triumph with the colors that you well know. Look
for me in the whirlwind or the storm, look for me
all around you, for, with God’s grace I shall come
and bring with me countless millions of black
slaves who have died in America and the West
Indies and the millions in Africa to aid you in the
fight for liberty, freedom and life.
The civilization of today as gone drunk and crazy
with its power and by such it seeks through
injustice, fraud and lies to crush the unfortunate.
But if I am apparently crushed by the system of
influence and misdirected power, my cause shall
rise again to plague the conscience of the
corrupt. For this again I am satisfied, and for you, I
repeat, I am glad to suffer and even die. Again, I
say cheer up, for better days are ahead. I shall
write the history that will inspire the millions that
are coming and leave the posterity of our
enemies to reckon with the host for the deeds of
their fathers.
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ah me, When his wing is bruised and his bosom
sore,- When he beats his bars and would be free;
It is not a carol of joy or glee, But a prayer that he
sends from his heart's deep core, But a plea, that
upward to Heaven he flings- I know why the
caged bird sings! - Paul Laurence Dunbar
Today in our History - February 9, Paul Laurence
Dunbar passes away. He was an African
American poet and author born on June 27,
1872. His parents had been slaves during the
American Civil War but had been freed by the
time of his birth. Dunbar was born in Ohio, and his
parents separated shortly after his birth. Dunbar
began writing poetry as early as six years of age.
He was an avid poet and started publicly reciting
his poetry at the age of nine. His mother assisted
him in his schoolwork and learned to read and
write solely to aid her son’s education. She often
read the Bible to him and hoped that he would
eventually become a minister. Dunbar was the
only African American student at his high school.
He was a well-liked and popular student, and
was the head of the school’s literary society,
editor of the school newspaper and a member
of the debate club.

Life is going
to give you
just what
you put in it.
Put your
whole heart
in everything
you do, and
pray, then
you can
wait.

In 1888, at the age of 16, Dunbar published two
poems titled “Our Martyred Soldiers” and “On the
River” in a Dayton based newspaper called “The
Herald”. Two years later, he wrote and edited the
first edition of a weekly African American paper
called “The Tattler”. It was printed by his high
school classmates Wilbur and Orville Wright, who
would go on to invent the first airplane. The
paper only lasted for six weeks but it gave
Dunbar good exposure to the literary world. Paul
Laurence Dunbar completed his high school
education in 1891 and had hoped to study law.
However, being unable to afford it at the time,
he took a job as an elevator operator instead,
drawing a salary of $4 per week. He continued to
write poetry and asked his friends, the Wright
brothers, to publish his book of poems, who in
turn referred him to United Brethren Publishing
House. His first book of poems, titled “Oak and
Ivy” was published by them in 1893. He would sell
subsidized copies of the book to passengers in
the elevator in order to recover the cost of
investment.

Remember I know why
the caged
bird sings,

His work caught the attention of another poet
James Whitcomb Riley, among others, who
offered to put him through college. However,
Dunbar wanted to focus exclusively on writing.

With God’s dearest blessings, I leave you for a
while. Research more of this American activist
and share with your babies I will be speaking at
the Fulton Leadership Academy in Atlanta, GA.
today and will not be able to respond to any
more posts. Make it a champion day!

His work began to gain popularity and he was
invited to read at literary gatherings. In 1896,
Dunbar published his second book of poetry
titled “Majors and Minors”. Despite the successful
sales of his books and his rising popularity, he was
still under financial duress and was heavily
indebted. His second book received positive
reviews in literary circles and brought him
national acclaim. He then published his first two
books in collective form under the title “Lyrics of
Lowly Life” with an introduction by the
acclaimed critic William Dean Howells. Dunbar
also wrote in conventional English in other poetry
and novels. Since the late 20th century, scholars
have become more interested in these other
works. Suffering from tuberculosis, which then
had no cure, Dunbar died in Dayton Ohio at the
age of 33. Research more about this American
Hero and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

My fellow
Wilmington,
North
Carolina
native
Meadowlark
Lemon is a
true national
treasure. I
watched him
play for the
Harlem
Globetrotters
when I was
growing up
and his skill
with the basketball and dedication to the game
were an inspiration not only to me, but to kids all
around the world.
Michael Jordan NBA Hall of Fame Basketball
Player
Remember - "You must understand as a kid of
color in those days, the Harlem Globetrotters
were like being movie stars."
Wilt Chamberlain NBA Hall of Fame Basketball
Player
Today in our History - February 10, 1948 - THE DATE
WAS SET FOR THE MINNEAPOLIS LAKERS AND THE
HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS TO PLAY (February 19,
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1948) IN WHICH THE GLOBETROTTERS WON! The
Harlem Globetrotters originated on the south side
of Chicago, Illinois, in the 1920s, where all the
original players were raised. In spite of the team’s
name, the squad was born 800 miles west of
Harlem in the south side of Chicago. In 1926, a
group of former basketball players from
Chicago’s Wendell Phillips High School reunited
to play for the Giles Post American Legion
basketball team that barnstormed around the
Midwest. The following year, the team became
known as the Savoy Big Five while playing home
games as pre-dance entertainment at Chicago’s
newly opened Savoy Ballroom The Globetrotters
began as the Savoy Big Five, one of the premier
attractions of the Savoy Ballroom opened in
November 1927, a basketball team of AfricanAmerican players that played exhibitions before
dances. In 1928, several players left the team in a
dispute. That autumn, several of the players, led
by Tommy Brookins, formed a team called the
"Globe Trotters" and toured Southern Illinois that
spring. Abe Saperstein became involved with the
team as its manager and promoter. By 1929,
Saperstein was touring Illinois and Iowa with his
basketball team called the "New York Harlem
Globe Trotters". Saperstein selected Harlem, New
York, New York, as their home city since Harlem
was considered the center of African American
culture at the time and an out-of-town team
name would give the team more of a mystique.
In fact, the Globetrotters did not play in Harlem
until 1968, four decades after the team's
formation.
The Globetrotters were perennial participants in
the World Professional Basketball Tournament,
winning it in 1940. In a heavily attended matchup
a few years later, the 1948 Globetrotters-Lakers
game, the Globetrotters made headlines when
they beat one of the best white basketball teams
in the country, the Minneapolis Lakers (now the
Los Angeles Lakers). The Globetrotters gradually
worked comic routines into their act—a direction
the team has credited to Reece "Goose" Tatum,
who joined in 1941—and eventually became
known more for entertainment than sports. Once
one of the most famous teams in the country, the
Globetrotters were eventually eclipsed by the rise
of the National Basketball Association,
particularly when NBA teams began fielding
African American players in the 1950s. In 1950,
Harlem Globetrotter Chuck Cooper became the
first black player to be drafted in the NBA by
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If there is no
struggle,
there is no
progress.

Boston and teammate Nat "Sweetwater" Clifton
became the first African American player to sign
an NBA contract when the New York Knicks
purchased his contract from the Globetrotters.
The Globetrotters' acts often feature incredible
coordination and skillful handling of one or more
basketballs, such as passing or juggling balls
between players, balancing or spinning balls on
their fingertips, and making unusual difficult shots.
In 1952, the Globetrotters invited Louis "Red" Klotz
to create a team to accompany them on their
tours. This team, the Washington Generals (who
also played under various other names), were
the Globetrotters' primary opponents up until
2015. The Generals were effectively stooges for
the Globetrotters, with the Globetrotters handily
defeating them in thousands of games.
Many famous basketball players have played for
the Globetrotters. Greats such as "Wee" Willie
Gardner, Connie "The Hawk" Hawkins, Wilt "The
Stilt" Chamberlain, and Nat "Sweetwater" Clifton
later went on to join the NBA. The Globetrotters
signed their first female player, Olympic gold
medalist Lynette Woodard, in 1985. The
Globetrotters have featured 13 female players in
their illustrious history. Baseball Hall of Famers Ernie
Banks, Bob Gibson, and Ferguson Jenkins also
played for the team at one time or another.
Because the majority of the team players have
historically been African American, and as a
result of the buffoonery involved in many of the
Globetrotters' skits, they drew some criticism
during the Civil Rights era. The players were
accused by some civil-rights advocates of
"Tomming for Abe", a reference to Uncle Tom
and Jewish owner Abe Saperstein. However,
prominent civil rights activist Jesse Jackson (who
would later be named an Honorary Globetrotter)
came to their defense by stating, "I think they've
been a positive influence... They did not show
blacks as stupid. On the contrary, they were
shown as superior." In 1995, Orlando Antigua
became the first Hispanic player on the team. He
was the first non-black player on the
Globetrotters' roster since Bob Karstens played
with the squad in 1942–43. The Harlem
Globetrotters have been featured in several of
their own films and television series and still are a
crowd favorite today. Research more about this
American Iconic team and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Remember “The cost of
liberty is less
than the
price of
repression.”
— W.E.B. Du
Bois
Today in our History - February 11
On this date in 1644, the first “legal” protest by
Africans in America occurred when 11 slaves
petitioned the Council of New Netherlands (New
York) for their freedom. The petition was granted.
The bondsmen had been enslaved for close to
20 years. Slavery began in New York in 1626. The
Dutch West India Company were the chief
slavers responsible for importation of slaves from
Angola into the U.S. and Caribbean. By the early
part of the 1700s over 40 percent of New York
households used slaves. Reserch more about
black protests in America and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Medgar Evers was assassinated in his driveway
returning from an NAACP meeting in downtown
Jackson. And then you go back there years later,
and the blood is still on the driveway. They
cannot wash it away.

Remember - I think segregation is bad, I think it's
wrong, it's immoral. I'd fight against it with every
breath in my body, but you don't need to sit next
to a white person to learn how to read and write.
The NAACP needs to say that. - Supreme Court
Justice - Clarence Thomas
Today in our History - February 12, 1909 - The
NAACP was established in February 1909 in New
York City by an interracial group of activists,
partially in response to the 1908 Springfield race
riot in Illinois.
In that event, two black men being held in a
Springfield jail for alleged crimes against white
people were surreptitiously transferred to a jail in
another city, spurring a white mob to burn down
40 homes in Springfield’s black residential district,
ransack local businesses and murder two African
Americans.
The NAACP’s founding members included white
progressives Mary White Ovington, Henry
Moskowitz, William English Walling and Oswald
Garrison Villard, along with such African
Americans as W.E.B. Du Bois, Ida Wells-Barnett,
Archibald Grimke and Mary Church Terrell.
Since its inception, the NAACP has worked to
achieve its goals through the judicial system,
lobbying and peaceful protests. In 1910,
Oklahoma passed a constitutional amendment
allowing people whose grandfathers had been
eligible to vote in 1866 to register without passing
a literacy test.
This “grandfather clause” enabled illiterate whites
to avoid taking the reading test while
discriminating against illiterate blacks, whose
ancestors weren’t guaranteed the right to vote in
1866, by requiring them to pass a test in order to
vote.
The NAACP challenged the law and won a legal
victory in 1915 when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
in Guinn v. United States that grandfather clauses
were unconstitutional.
Also in 1915, the NAACP called for a boycott of
Birth of a Nation, a movie that portrayed the Ku
Klux Klan in a positive light and perpetrated racist
stereotypes of blacks. The NAACP’s campaign
was largely unsuccessful, but it helped raise the
new group’s public profile.
The NAACP played a pivotal role in the civil rights
movement of the 1950s and 1960s. One of the
organization’s key victories was the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 1954 decision in Brown v. Board of

Education that outlawed segregation in public
schools.
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Pioneering civil-rights attorney Thurgood Marshall,
the head of the NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund (LDF), successfully argued the
case before the court. Marshall, who founded
the LDF in 1940, won a number of other important
civil rights cases involving issues such as voting
rights and discriminatory housing practices. In
1967, he became the first African American to
serve as a Supreme Court justice.
The NAACP also helped organize the 1963 March
on Washington, one of the biggest civil rights
rallies in U.S. history, and had a hand in running
1964’s Mississippi Freedom Summer, an initiative
to register black Mississippians to vote.
During this era, the NAACP also successfully
lobbied for the passage of landmark legislation
including the Civil Rights Act of 1964, prohibiting
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex
or national origin, and the Voting Rights Act of
1965, barring racial discrimination in voting.
The organization received some criticism for its
strategy of working through the judicial system
and lawmakers to achieve its goals, rather than
focusing on more direct methods of protest
favored by other national civil rights groups.
At the same time, NAACP members were subject
to harassment and violence. In 1962, Medgar
Evers, the first NAACP field secretary in Mississippi,
was assassinated outside his home in Jackson by
a white supremacist.
During the final decades of the 20th century, the
NAACP experienced financial difficulties and
some members charged that the organization
lacked direction.
Today, the NAACP is focused on such issues as
inequality in jobs, education, health care and the
criminal justice system, as well as protecting
voting rights. The group also has pushed for the
removal of Confederate flags and statues from
public property.
In 2009, the year he became America’s first black
president, Barack Obama spoke at a celebration
of the NAACP’s 100th anniversary. By 2017, the
NAACP had more than 2,200 branches and more
than half a million members worldwide. Research
more about the NAACP and other organizations
for African Americans and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

48
Gibson retired from working in 1974, though the
pullman porters were discontinued in 1968. At the
centennial age of 100, Gibson is a picture of
health. He doesn’t take any medication except
vitamin C, has decent vision and still drives a car.
Outliving his first wife and son, Gibson has an 85year-old girlfriend and three daughters, ranging
from 65-78 years old.
Though he didn’t attend tailoring school, Gibson
still managed to sew his daughter’s school
uniforms and formal dresses. His family has
described him as a supportive father and
grandfather. Now his daughters take care of their
father.

You give workers only as much as they basically
need to survive. Thriving is something that
management should do and that workers don’t
have a right to do.

His life as a Pullman Porter is immortalized in
photos at the A. Phillip Randolph Pullman Porter
Museum in Chicago. Research more about the
black sleeping car Pullman porters this American
story ad share with your babies. Make it a
champion day! I will be facilitating a sales
training class all this week and will not be able to
answer any posts. Make it a champion day!

Remember - "The fact that all of the black porters
were called GEORGE was one of least things that
I had to take doing my job" - Lee Wesley Gibson
(May 21, 1910 - June 25, 2016)
Today in our History - February 13, 1936 At 101 years old, Lee Wesley Gibson of Keatchie,
Louisiana is the oldest surviving member of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. Gibson
served as a pullman porter for 38 years. Back in
the day, the job of pullman porter was
considered a middle-class position, something
Gibson, who was raised by a poor single mom,
took pride in.
As a teenager, Gibson migrated with his mother
and sibling to Marshall, Texas. At first, he desired a
career in tailoring, but couldn’t afford secondary
trade school. He took odd jobs in Los Angeles to
make ends meet before getting the chance to
work as a pullman porter in 1936 at the
recommendation of his church deacon.
Equipped with the unique style and poise that a
pullman porter must have, Gibson was hired on
the spot.
Like many porters, Gibson would rub arms with
celebrities like Duke Ellington, Cab Calloway, and
Louis Armstrong. Armstrong would catch Gibson’s
train often after leaving his Vegas performances
and the two would have many conversations.

If all that you know is that Jesse Owens in the
1936 Olympics - you need to see the video Olympic Pride and American Prejudice. To hear
about the other 17 African Americans who also
were there.
Remember - I was both honored and ashamed
that when I got back home to the States, I was
the centerpiece and no reporter talked to the
other blacks who with me at the 1936 Summer
Olympic Games - Jesse Owens - Olympic Hall of
Fame
Today in our History - February 14, 1936 -Black
Athletes Meet to see if they should go to the 1936

Summer Olympic Games -in Berlin, Germany.
Soon after Adolf Hitler took power in Germany in
1933, observers in the United States and other
western democracies questioned the morality of
supporting Olympic Games hosted by the Nazi
regime.
The International Olympic Committee obtained a
pledge from the German Olympic committee in
June 1933 that Germany would abide by the
Olympic Charter. The charter banned all
discrimination in sport. With concerns about the
safety of black athletes in Nazi Germany thus put
to rest, most African American newspapers
opposed boycotting the 1936 Olympic Games.
Writers for such papers as the Philadelphia
Tribune and the Chicago Defender argued that
victories by black athletes would undermine
racism and the emphasis on "Aryan" supremacy
found in Nazi racial views. They also hoped that
such victories would foster a new sense of black
pride at home. The Chicago Defender reported,
on December 14, 1935, that African American
track stars Eulace Peacock, Jesse Owens, and
Ralph Metcalfe favored participating in the
Olympics because they felt that their victories
would serve to repudiate Nazi racial theories. (An
injury would prevent Peacock from
participating.)
ATHLETES
In 1936 a large number of black athetes were
Olympic contenders, and in the end, 18 African
Americans—16 men and 2 women—went to
Berlin. This was three times the number who had
competed in the 1932 Los Angeles games. The
difference reflected the migration of blacks to
northern cities beginning in the 1910s and the
growing interest of northern colleges in recruiting
black athletes.
African American Medalists
David Albritton
High jump, silver
Cornelius Johnson
High jump, gold
James LuValle
400-meter run, bronze
Ralph Metcalfe
4x100-meter relay, gold
100-meter dash, silver
Jesse Owens
100-meter dash, gold

200-meter dash, gold
Broad (long) jump, gold
4x100-meter relay, gold
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Frederick Pollard, Jr.
110-meter hurdles, bronze
Matthew Robinson
200-meter dash, silver
Archibald Williams
400-meter run, gold
Jack Wilson
Bantamweight boxing, silver
John Woodruff
800-meter run, gold
DISCRIMINATION
For the black athletes, the Olympics provided a
special opportunity. In the 1930s, blacks suffered
discrimination in most areas of American life. "Jim
Crow" laws, designed by whites to keep blacks
powerless and segregated, barred African
Americans from many jobs and from entering
public places such as restaurants, hotels, and
other facilities. In the South especially, blacks
lived in fear of racially motivated violence. The
United States military was still segregated during
World War II.
SPORTS
In the area of sports, opportunities for blacks
were limited at both the college and professional
levels. Black journalists criticized supporters of the
Olympic boycott for talking so much about
discrimination against athletes in foreign lands
but not addressing the problem of discrimination
against athletes at home. They pointed out that
all the black Olympians came from northern
universities that served mostly white students.
They said that this showed the inferiority of
training equipment and facilities at traditionally
black colleges, where most African American
students were educated in the 1930s.
CONTINUING DISCRIMINATION
The African American athletes who competed in
the 1936 Olympics in Berlin won 14 medals. The
continuing social and economic discrimination
black athletes faced after returning to the United
States showed that even winning medals for
one’s country did not immediately change
anything. Because the Nazi regime had so well
camouflaged their state-sanctioned racism,
some black athletes ironically commented that

they had felt more welcomed in Berlin than at
home.
Still, the victories of Owens and others were a
source of great pride for African Americans and
inspired future black Olympians. These were
beginning steps in the slow progress toward
equal. Research more about this American story
with the video - Olympic Pride and American
Prejudice, you will discover that there were 17
other blacks who won fame and medals besides
Jesse Owens. Share with your babies. Make it a
champion day! I will be facilitating a sales
training class and won't be able to respond to
any posts. Make it a champion day!

Change will
not come if
we wait for
some other
person or
some other
time. We
are the
ones we've
been
waiting for.
We are the
change
that we
seek.
Remember
- "You get
what you
set out to do." - President John Hanson
Today in our History - February 15, 1781 - The
Articles of confederation are almost done, and
the new congress were discussing who would
lead the nation and JOHN HANSON was being
talked about to be the one. Barack Obama has
served two terms as President but was he the first
Black President or the 8th Black President? I know
this post will stir controversy, but George
Washington was not the first President of the U.S.
Let’s take a look at history.
John Hanson Was the First President of the United
States! 1781-1782 A.D. George Washington was
really the 8th President of the United States!
George Washington was not the first President of
the United States. In fact, the first President of the
United States was one John Hanson. Don’t go
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checking the encyclopedia for this guy’s name –
he is one of those great men that are lost to
history. If you’re extremely lucky, you may
actually find a brief mention of his name. The
new country was actually formed on March 1,
1781 with the adoption of The Articles of
Confederation. This document was actually
proposed on June 11, 1776, but not agreed upon
by Congress until November 15, 1777. Maryland
refused to sign this document until Virginia and
New York ceded their western lands (Maryland
was afraid that these states would gain too much
power in the new government from such large
amounts of land). Once the signing took place in
1781, a President was needed to run the country.
John Hanson was chosen unanimously by
Congress (which included George Washington).
In fact, all the other potential candidates refused
to run against him, as he was a major player in
the revolution and an extremely influential
member of Congress.
As the first President, Hanson had quite the shoes
to fill. No one had ever been President and the
role was poorly defined. His actions in office
would set precedent for all future Presidents. He
took office just as the Revolutionary War ended.
Almost immediately, the troops demanded to be
paid. As would be expected after any long war,
there were no funds to meet the salaries. As a
result, the soldiers threatened to overthrow the
new government and put Washington on the
throne as a monarch. All the members of
Congress ran for their lives, leaving Hanson as the
only guy left running the government. He
somehow managed to calm the troops down
and hold the country together. If he had failed,
the government would have fallen almost
immediately, and everyone would have been
bowing to King Washington. In fact, Hanson sent
800 pounds of sterling siliver by his brother Samuel
Hanson to George Washington to provide the
troops with shoes. Hanson, as President, ordered
all foreign troops off American soil, as well as the
removal of all foreign flags. This was quite the
feat, considering the fact that so many European
countries had a stake in the United States since
the days following Columbus. Hanson established
the Great Seal of the United States, which all
Presidents have since been required to use on all
official documents. President Hanson also
established the first Treasury Department, the first
Secretary of War, and the first Foreign Affairs
Department. Lastly, he declared that the fourth

Thursday of every November was to be
Thanksgiving Day, which is still true today.
he Articles of Confederation only allowed a
President to serve a one-year term during any
three-year period, so Hanson actually
accomplished quite a bit in such little time. Six
other presidents were elected after him – Elias
Boudinot (1783), Thomas Mifflin (1784), Richard
Henry Lee (1785), Nathan Gorman (1786), Arthur
St. Clair (1787), and Cyrus Griffin (1788) – all prior
to Washington taking office. So, what
happened? Why don’t we ever hear about the
first seven Presidents of the United States? It’s
quite simple – The Articles of Confederation
didn’t work well. The individual states had too
much power and nothing could be agreed
upon. A new doctrine needed to be written –
something we know as the Constitution. And that
leads us to the end of our story. George
Washington was definitely not the first President
of the United States. He was the first President of
the United States under the Constitution we
follow today. And the first seven Presidents are
forgotten in history. Research more about our
Presidents and share with your babies. I will not
be able to respond to your posts today; I am
speaking at Summerour Middle School and North
Gwinnett High School. Make it a champion day!
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If you've never driven your car into a lake, thank
Gladys West.
She is one of the mathematicians responsible for
developing the global positioning system, better
known as GPS.
Like many of the black women responsible for
American achievements in math and science,
West isn't exactly a household name. But after
she mentioned her contribution in a biography,
she wrote for a sorority function, her community
turned their attention to this local "hidden figure."
West was one of only four black employees at
the Naval Proving Ground in 1956. She accepted
a position at the Dahlgren, Virginia, facility doing
calculations, with her early work focusing on
satellites. West also programmed early
computers and examined the information that
determined the precise location and elevation of
satellites in space. Her data collection and
calculations would ultimately aid in the
development of GPS.
West and her colleagues back then probably
could not have speculated just how much their
calculations would affect the world.
Pretty much every "smart" device — from
cellphones to fridges to dog collars — has GPS
capabilities these days. The technology has
changed the way we play, work, navigate, and
explore our communities.
"When you're working every day, you're not
thinking, 'What impact is this going to have on
the world?' You're thinking, 'I've got to get this
right,'" West once said in an interview with The
Associated Press. West would continue her work
until her retirement in 1998.

The science of today is the technology of
tomorrow.
Remember - "It is satisfying to know that my body
of work helped to move the country in a more
improved quality of life" - Gladys West
Today in our History - February 16, 1956

After more than 40 years of calculations and
complex data analysis, West retired. And
following a well-earned vacation with her
husband, she suffered a major stroke. But during
her recovery, she worked toward returning to
school and earned a doctorate. Her go-forward
determination led to her regain most of her
mobility, and she even survived heart surgery
and cancer years later.
While she may not be as well known as other
women in STEM fields, West's contribution is
undeniable. At 87, West is working on her memoir
and spending time with her husband, children,
and grandchildren. And according to her oldest
daughter, West — despite the advent of GPS —
still likes to have a paper map on hand. Who are

we to argue with greatness? Research more
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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Brown's record of scoring 100 touchdowns in only
93 games stood until LaDainian Tomlinson did it in
89 games during the 2006 season. Brown holds
the record for total seasons leading the NFL in allpurpose yards (five: 1958–1961, 1964), and is the
only rusher in NFL history to average over 100
yards per game for a career. In addition to his
rushing, Brown was a superb receiver out of the
backfield, catching 262 passes for 2,499 yards
and 20 touchdowns, while also adding another
628 yards returning kickoffs.
Every season he played, Brown was voted into
the Pro Bowl, and he left the league in style by
scoring three touchdowns in his final Pro Bowl
game. He accomplished these records despite
not playing past 29 years of age. Brown's six
games with at least four touchdowns remains an
NFL record. Tomlinson and Marshall Faulk both
have five games with four touchdowns.
Brown led the league in rushing a record eight
times. He was also the first NFL player ever to rush
for over 10,000 yards.

Make sure when anyone tackles you, he
remembers how much it hurts.
Remember - "I think the National Football League
needs a new union. The heavyweights of this
union are not heavyweights enough." Jim Brown
Today in our History - February 17, 1936 - James
Nathaniel Brown was born. Brown was taken in
the first round of the 1957 NFL draft by the
Cleveland Browns, the sixth overall selection. In
the ninth game of his rookie season, against the
Los Angeles Rams he rushed for 237 yards, setting
an NFL single-game record that stood
unsurpassed for 14 years[a] and a rookie record
that remained for 40 years. After only nine years
in the NFL, he departed as the league's record
holder for both single-season (1,863 in 1963) and
career rushing (12,312 yards), as well as the alltime leader in rushing touchdowns (106), total
touchdowns (126), and all-purpose yards
(15,549). He was the first player ever to reach the
100-rushing-touchdowns milestone, and only a
few others have done so since, despite the
league's expansion to a 16-game season in 1978
(Brown's first four seasons were only 12 games,
and his last five were 14 games).

He told me, 'Make sure when anyone tackles you
he remembers how much it hurts.' He lived by
that philosophy and I always followed that
advice. — John Mackey, 1999
Brown's 1,863 rushing yards in the 1963 season
remain a Cleveland franchise record. It is
currently the oldest franchise record for rushing
yards out of all 32 NFL teams. His average of 133
yards per game that season is exceeded only by
O. J. Simpson's 1973 season. While others have
compiled more prodigious statistics, when
viewing Brown's standing in the game, his style of
running must be considered along with statistical
measures. He was very difficult to tackle (shown
by his leading 5.2 yards per carry), often requiring
more than one defender to bring him down.
Brown retired in July 1966, after only nine seasons,
as the NFL's all-time leading rusher. He held the
record of 12,312 yards until it was broken by
Walter Payton on October 7, 1984, during
Payton's 10th NFL season. Brown is still the
Cleveland Browns all-time leading rusher.
Currently Jim Brown is ninth on the all-time rushing
list.
During Brown's career, Cleveland won the NFL
championship in 1964 and were runners-up in
1957 and 1965, his rookie and final season,
respectively. Research more about this American

hero, his acting career and his community
activistism. Make it a champion day!

the school moved to its present location in
southwest Atlanta.

53

In 1913, while under the leadership of the
college’s first African American president, John
Hope, the school’s name changed to Morehouse
College. The new designation honored Dr. Henry
Lyman Morehouse, the white, northern-born
minister and prominent member of the American
Baptist Home Mission Society of New York who
donated funds to the college. Since the school
opened its door during the Reconstruction era,
Morehouse has continued to benefit from the
donations of philanthropists and alumni.

I understand there’s a common fraternity creed
here at Morehouse: ‘Excuses are tools of the
incompetent used to build bridges to nowhere
and monuments of nothingness.’ Well, we’ve got
no time for excuses.
Remember - "Nothing in the world is more
dangerous than sincere ignorance and
consciencious stupidity."
~ Martin Luther King, Jr.
Today in our History - February 18, 1867 - The
Augusta Institute opens (Morehouse College) - A
private, historically black college for men,
Morehouse College opened in 1867 to train
former slaves to be Protestant ministers and
educators. Today, Morehouse is one of five
colleges in the Atlanta University Center, a
complex that has included Morehouse’s sister
school, Spelman College, as well as Clark Atlanta
University, Morris Brown College, and the
Interdenominational Theological Center. The
affiliated Morehouse School of Medicine opened
in 1975.
Although currently located in Georgia’s capital
city, Morehouse originated as the Augusta
Institute in Augusta, Georgia, just two years after
the Civil War. The Augusta Institute relocated to
Atlanta in 1879 and became known as Atlanta
Baptist Seminary. Students initially attended
classes in the basement of Friendship Baptist
Church. When John D. Rockefeller donated land
near Spelman for the men’s college in the 1880s,

Faculty and staff at Morehouse instruct students
to embody a set of characteristics known as the
“Morehouse Mystique.” Created by Dr. Benjamin
Elijah Mays during his tenure as president
between 1940 and 1967, the five tenets uphold
(1) academic excellence, (2) the elocutionary
arts, (3) high moral values, (4) social
commitment, and (5) the belief in a higher
power.
While attending school at Morehouse, the male
student body often participates in secretive, latenight bonding ceremonies. During Spirit Night, for
example, campus leaders rouse freshmen from
their beds after midnight for a rite of passage
that introduces them to the Morehouse Mystique.
Students also learn the accomplishments of
previous “Maroon Tigers,” including the four
generations of Atlanta’s Martin Luther King family
that graduated from the college. In another
venerated tradition, often known as “answering
the call,” students assemble when they hear the
sound of a bell located in front of Sale Hall.
Alumnus Shelton “Spike” Lee (class of 1978)
incorporated this ritual into the final scene of his
1988 film, School Daze.
With a current enrollment of approximately 3,000
students, Morehouse offers twenty-six majors in
three academic divisions: Business Administration
and Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences,
and Science and Mathematics. The school has
produced three Rhodes, five Fulbright, five
Marshall, and five Luce scholars. Its distinguished
alumni include Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Nobel
Peace Prize laureate and civil rights leader),
Spike Lee (filmmaker), Maynard Jackson (former
mayor of Atlanta), and Samuel L. Jackson
(actor). I have had the honor of speaking there
twice in my career and working with many of it's
Alumni on projects dealing with education,

community awarness, housing, jobs in the
automotive Industry and much more. The "House"
is a place where things get done. Research more
about Morehouse College and other HBCU's
(Historically Black Colleges and Universities) and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

The four elements: earth, air, water, and fire. Of
these, I call your attention to two: air and fire.
Though it is your privilege to live in the air, you will
die by fire.
Remember - We did more in the air before
breakfast than a whole lot of other airmen - Lt.
Daniel "Chappie" James
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strafing attack on Pantelleria Island, an Italian
island in the Mediterranean Sea. Later that year
the Army activated three more squadrons that,
joined in 1944 by the 99th, constituted the 332nd
Fighter Group. It fought in the European theatre
and was noted as the Army Air Forces' only
escort group that did not lose a bomber to
enemy planes.
The Tuskegee airfield program expanded to train
pilots and crew to operate two-engine B-25
medium bombers. These men became part of
the second Black flying group, the 477th
Bombardment Group. Shortages of
crewmembers, technicians, and equipment
troubled the 477th, and before it could be
deployed overseas, World War II ended.
Altogether 992 pilots graduated from the
Tuskegee airfield courses; they flew 1,578 missions
and 15,533 sorties, destroyed 261 enemy aircraft,
and won over 850 medals. The American army’s
100th pursuit squadron a group of Black aviators
fought valiantly over Britain and other European
countries.
Tuskegee Institutes Daniel "Chappie" James
Memorial Hall houses the Black Wings aviation
exhibit, which focuses on the Tuskegee Airmen,
who trained near Tuskegee during World War II.
Research more about the Tuskegee Airmen and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today in our History - *On this date, February 19,
in 1942, the Tuskegee Airmen were initiated into
the armed forces.
The Tuskegee Airmen were Black servicemen of
the U. S. Army Air Forces who trained at Tuskegee
Army Airfield in Alabama during World War II.
They constituted the first African American flying
unit in the U. S. military. In response to pressure
from the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the
Black press, and others, the War Department in
January 1941 formed the all-Black 99th Pursuit
Squadron of the U. S. Army Air Corps (later the U.
S. Army Air Forces), to be trained using singleengine planes at the segregated Tuskegee Army
Air Field at Tuskegee, Ala.
The base opened on July 19, and the first class
graduated the following March. Lieutenant
Colonel Benjamin Oliver Davis, Jr., became the
squadron's commander. The Tuskegee Airmen
received further training in French Morocco,
before their first mission, on June 2, 1943, a

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light
can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only
love can do that.
- Martin Luther King, Jr.

Remember - "No one should negotiate their
dreams. Dreams must be free to flee and fly high.
No government, no legislature, has a right to limit
your dreams. You should never agree to
surrender your dreams." - Jesse Jackson
Today in our History - February 20, 1794 - Mother
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church, the first African Methodist Episcopal
Church in the nation, was founded in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1794 by Richard
Allen, a former slave. Allen founded Mother
Bethel AME after the church he had been
attending, St. George’s Methodist Episcopal
Church (MEC) in Philadelphia, began
segregating its parishioners by race.
The perceived need to segregate white and
black parishioners at St. George had its roots,
ironically, in the preaching of Richard Allen who
had been an itinerant preacher and in 1786
began preaching a 5 a.m. sermon at St. George.
Allen’s sermons proved so popular with black
Philadelphians that St. George soon became
overcrowded. As black attendance at the
church increased, however, so too did race
prejudice. When the ruling body at St. George
decided that blacks should be segregated and
seated in a newly constructed balcony, Allen
and his followers decided it was time to leave
and start a new church.
With financial assistance from individuals such as
Dr. Benjamin Rush and President George
Washington, Allen purchased a piece of land at
6th and Lombard streets in Philadelphia. He also
bought an old blacksmith shop and moved it to
the 6th and Lombard location. The Blacksmith
Shop Meeting House, as the structure came to
be called, was remodeled into a house of
worship and dedicated on July 29, 1794. The
pastor of St. George, the Reverend John Dickins,
suggested that the new church should be called
“Bethel” for the gathering of thousands of souls.
The church still carries this name today.
Just one year after its founding, Bethel’s
congregation numbered 121. Ten years later, in
1805, the congregation had grown to 457, and
the church decided to expand. Two lots
adjoining the original 6th and Lombard site were
purchased, and a new building was constructed
to replace the original Blacksmith Shop Meeting
House.
Although technically still part of the
predominantly white Methodist Episcopal
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Church, the Bethel congregation limited
membership to “descendants of the African
race” in an attempt to retain a degree of
autonomy. Limiting membership to African
Americans, however, did not quell
disagreements between Bethel and the
Methodist Episcopal Church over issues such as
the choice of pastors and property ownership.
The courts ultimately decided in favor of
independence for Bethel, and in 1816, the 1,300member congregation joined with black
congregations from Baltimore, Maryland, Salem,
New Jersey, and Attleborough, Pennsylvania to
form the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church. Allen served as the first bishop for the
African Methodist Episcopal Church.
Bethel AME Church has a long history of
engagement with civil rights issues. In 1795 the
church provided refuge to thirty runaway
Jamaican slaves. In 1817 Bethel hosted a
meeting where approximately 3,000 people of
African descent protested the formation of the
American Colonization Society (ACS), which
sought to resettle free blacks from the United
States to Sierra Leone. The church provided
financial support to the Underground Railroad,
and following the Emancipation Proclamation of
1863, it helped ex-slaves who began migrating to
Philadelphia. Lucretia Mott, Frederick Douglass,
and Martin Luther King have been among the
many distinguished leaders who have spoken at
Bethel AME.
In 1953 the word “Mother” was added to the
church’s name and women were permitted to
participate in the business of the church
corporation for the first time. The church has
been remodeled twice since 1805, the last time
in 1889 when it moved to its current location on
the Southeast corner of Sixth and Alfred (now
Addison) Streets. Mother Bethel still has a vibrant
congregation today. Research more about early
African American Churchs and their role in the
communities that they served and share with
your babies. I will not be able to respond to any
posts today speaking at Georgia Southern
University. Make it a champion day!
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interest and soon ended his formal education. As
a rebellious youngster, Malcolm moved from the
Michigan State Detention Home, a juvenile home
in Mason, Michigan, to the Roxbury section of
Boston to live with an older half sister, Ella, from
his father’s first marriage. There he became
involved in petty criminal activities in his teenage
years. Known as “Detroit Red” for the reddish
tinge in his hair, he developed into a street
hustler, drug dealer, and leader of a gang of
thieves in Roxbury and Harlem (in New York City).

The future belongs to those who prepare for it
today.
Remember - "Education is the passport to the
future, for tomorrow belongs to those who
prepare for it today." Malcolm X
Today in our History - February 21, 1965 - Malcolm
X, original name Malcolm Little, Muslim name elHajj Malik el-Shabazz, (born May 19, 1925,
Omaha, Nebraska, U.S.—died February 21, 1965,
New York, New York), African American leader
and prominent figure in the Nation of Islam who
articulated concepts of race pride and black
nationalism in the early 1960s. After his
assassination, the widespread distribution of his
life story—The Autobiography of Malcolm X
(1965)—made him an ideological hero,
especially among black youth.
Born in Nebraska, while an infant Malcolm
moved with his family to Lansing, Michigan.
When Malcolm was six years old, his father, the
Rev. Earl Little, a Baptist minister and former
supporter of the early black nationalist leader
Marcus Garvey, died after being hit by a
streetcar, quite possibly the victim of murder by
whites. The surviving family was so poor that
Malcolm’s mother, Louise Little, resorted to
cooking dandelion greens from the street to feed
her children. After she was committed to an
insane asylum in 1939, Malcolm and his siblings
were sent to foster homes or to live with family
members.
Malcolm excelled in school, but after one of his
eighth-grade teachers told him that he should
become a carpenter instead of a lawyer, he lost

While in prison for robbery from 1946 to 1952, he
underwent a conversion that eventually led him
to join the Nation of Islam, an African American
movement that combined elements of Islam with
black nationalism. His decision to join the Nation
also was influenced by discussions with his
brother Reginald, who had become a member
in Detroit and who was incarcerated with
Malcolm in the Norfolk Prison Colony in
Massachusetts in 1948. Malcolm quit smoking
and gambling and refused to eat pork in
keeping with the Nation’s dietary restrictions. In
order to educate himself, he spent long hours
reading books in the prison library, even
memorizing a dictionary. He also sharpened his
forensic skills by participating in debate classes.
Following Nation tradition, he replaced his
surname, “Little,” with an “X,” a custom among
Nation of Islam followers who considered their
family names to have originated with white
slaveholders.
After his release from prison Malcolm helped to
lead the Nation of Islam during the period of its
greatest growth and influence. He met Elijah
Muhammad in Chicago in 1952 and then began
organizing temples for the Nation in New York,
Philadelphia, and Boston and in cities in the
South. He founded the Nation’s newspaper,
Muhammad Speaks, which he printed in the
basement of his home, and initiated the practice
of requiring every male member of the Nation to
sell an assigned number of newspapers on the
street as a recruiting and fund-raising technique.
He also articulated the Nation’s racial doctrines
on the inherent evil of whites and the natural
superiority of blacks.
Malcolm rose rapidly to become the minister of
Boston Temple No. 11, which he founded; he was
later rewarded with the post of minister of Temple
No. 7 in Harlem, the largest and most prestigious
temple in the Nation after the Chicago

headquarters. Recognizing his talent and ability,
Elijah Muhammad, who had a special affection
for Malcolm, named him the National
Representative of the Nation of Islam, second in
rank to Muhammad himself. Under Malcolm’s
lieutenancy, the Nation claimed a membership
of 500,000. The actual number of members
fluctuated, however, and the influence of the
organization, refracted through the public
persona of Malcolm X, always greatly exceeded
its size.
An articulate public speaker, a charismatic
personality, and an indefatigable organizer,
Malcolm X expressed the pent-up anger,
frustration, and bitterness of African Americans
during the major phase of the civil rights
movement from 1955 to 1965. He preached on
the streets of Harlem and spoke at major
universities such as Harvard University and the
University of Oxford. His keen intellect, incisive wit,
and ardent radicalism made him a formidable
critic of American society. He also criticized the
mainstream civil rights movement, challenging
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s central notions of
integration and nonviolence. Malcolm argued
that more was at stake than the civil right to sit in
a restaurant or even to vote—the most important
issues were black identity, integrity, and
independence. In contrast to King’s strategy of
nonviolence, civil disobedience, and redemptive
suffering, Malcolm urged his followers to defend
themselves “by any means necessary.” His biting
critique of the “so-called Negro” provided the
intellectual foundations for the Black Power and
black consciousness movements in the United
States in the late 1960s and ’70s (see black
nationalism). Through the influence of the Nation
of Islam, Malcolm X helped to change the terms
used to refer to African Americans from “Negro”
and “coloured” to “black” and “Afro-American.”
In 1963 there were deep tensions between
Malcolm and Eiljah Muhammad over the political
direction of the Nation. Malcolm urged that the
Nation become more active in the widespread
civil rights protests instead of just being a critic on
the sidelines. Muhammad’s violations of the
moral code of the Nation further worsened his
relations with Malcolm, who was devastated
when he learned that Muhammad had fathered
children by six of his personal secretaries, two of
whom filed paternity suits and made the issue
public. Malcolm brought additional bad publicity
to the Nation when he declared publicly that
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Pres. John F. Kennedy’s assassination was an
example of “chickens coming home to roost”—a
violent society suffering the consequences of
violence. In response to the outrage this
statement provoked, Elijah Muhammad ordered
Malcolm to observe a 90-day period of silence,
and the break between the two leaders became
permanent.
Malcolm left the Nation in March 1964 and in the
next month founded Muslim Mosque, Inc. During
his pilgrimage to Mecca that same year, he
experienced a second conversion and
embraced Sunni Islam, adopting the Muslim
name el-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz. Renouncing the
separatist beliefs of the Nation, he claimed that
the solution to racial problems in the United
States lay in orthodox Islam. On the second of
two visits to Africa in 1964, he addressed the
Organization of African Unity (known as the
African Union since 2002), an intergovernmental
group established to promote African unity,
international cooperation, and economic
development. In 1965 he founded the
Organization of Afro-American Unity as a secular
vehicle to internationalize the plight of black
Americans and to make common cause with the
people of the developing world—to move from
civil rights to human rights.
The growing hostility between Malcolm and the
Nation led to death threats and open violence
against him. On February 21, 1965, Malcolm was
assassinated while delivering a lecture at the
Audubon Ballroom in Harlem; three members of
the Nation of Islam were convicted of the
murder. He was survived by his wife, Betty
Shabazz, whom he married in 1958, and six
daughters. His martyrdom, ideas, and speeches
contributed to the development of black
nationalist ideology and the Black Power
movement and helped to popularize the values
of autonomy and independence among African
Americans in the 1960s and ’70s. Research more
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day! As-salāmu
ʿalaykum.

"My race needs no
special defense,
for the past history
of them in this
country proves
them to be equal
of any people
anywhere. All they
need is an equal
chance in the
battle of life." (US
Congress - R - S.C.)
Robert Smalls
Remember - "The
Party of Lincoln
which unshackled
the necks of four
million human beings." - (US Congress - R - S.C.)
Robert Smalls
Today in our History - February 22, 1915 -Robert
Smalls was born in Beaufort, South Carolina, on
April 5, 1839 and worked as a house slave until
the age of 12. At that point his owner, John K.
McKee, sent him to Charleston to work as a
waiter, ship rigger, and sailor, with all earnings
going to McKee. This arrangement continued
until Smalls was 18 when he negotiated to keep
all but $15 of his monthly pay, a deal which
allowed Smalls to begin saving money. The
savings that he accumulated were later used to
purchase his wife and daughter from their owner
for a sum of $800. Their son was born a few years
later.
In 1861 Smalls was hired as a deckhand on the
Confederate transport steamer Planter
captained by General Roswell Ripley, the
commander of the Second Military District of
South Carolina. The Planter was assigned the job
of delivering armaments to the Confederate
forts. On May 13, 1862, the crew of the Planter
went ashore for the evening, leaving Smalls to
guard the ship and its contents. Smalls loaded
the ship with his wife, children and 12 other slaves
from the city and sailed it to the area of the
harbor where Union ships had formed their
blockade. This trip led the ship past five forts, all
of which required the correct whistle signal to
indicate they were a Confederate ship. Smalls
eventually presented the Planter before Onward,
a Union blockade ship and raised the white flag
of surrender. He later turned over all charts, a
Confederate naval code book, and armaments,

as well as the Planter itself, over to the Union
Navy.
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Smalls’s feat is partly credited with persuading a
reluctant President Abraham Lincoln to now
consider allowing African Americans into the
Union Army. Smalls went on a speaking tour
across the North to describe the episode and to
recruit black soldiers for the war effort. By late
1863 he returned to the war zone to pilot the
Planter, now a Union war vessel. In December
1863 he was promoted to Captain of the vessel,
becoming the first African American to hold that
rank in the history of the United States Navy.
After the Civil War Smalls entered politics as a
Republican. He was elected to the South
Carolina House of Representatives and later to
the South Carolina Senate. He was elected to
the United States House of Representatives first
from South Carolina’s 5th Congressional District
and later from South Carolina’s 7th Congressional
District. Smalls served in Congress between 1868
and 1889.
When his last term ended Smalls moved back to
Beaufort, South Carolina to become the United
States Collector of Customs. He also purchased
and resided in the house in which he had once
been a slave. Robert Smalls died in Beaufort on
February 22, 1915 and is buried there with his
family. Research more about this great American
and others who were in the Civil War and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

The Negro (1915)
The Gift of Black Folk (1924)
Africa, Its Geography, People and Products
(1930)
Africa: Its Place in Modern History (1930)
Black Reconstruction in America (1935)
Black Folk, Then and Now (1939)
The Encyclopedia of the Negro (1946)
Africa in Battle Against Colonialism, Racialism,
Imperialism (1960)

59

Early Life and Education:

"Most men today cannot conceive of a freedom
that does not involve somebody's slavery." W. E.
B. Du Bois
Remember - "Education is the development of
power and ideal." W. E. B. Du Bois
Today in our History - February 23, 1868 Throughout his career as a sociologist, historian,
educator, and sociopolitical activist, William
Edward Burghardt (W.E.B.) Du Bois argued for
immediate racial equality for African Americans.
His emergence as an African American leader
paralleled the rise of Jim Crow laws of the South
and the Progressive Era.
One of Du Bois' most famous quotes
encapsulates his philosophy, “Now is the
accepted time, not tomorrow, not some more
convenient season.
It is today that our best work can be done and
not some future day or future year. It is today that
we fit ourselves for the greater usefulness of
tomorrow. Today is the seed time, now are the
hours of work, and tomorrow comes the harvest
and the playtime.”
Major Nonfiction Works:
The Study of the Negro Problems (1898)
The Philadelphia Negro (1899)
The Souls of Black Folk (1903)
The Talented Tenth, second chapter of The Negro
Problem, a collection of articles by African
Americans (September 1903).
Voice of the Negro II (September 1905)
Atlanta University's Studies of the Negro Problem
(1897-1910)

Du Bois was born in Great Barrington, Mass on
February 23, 1868. Throughout his childhood, he
excelled in school and upon his graduation from
high school, members of the community
awarded Du Bois with a scholarship to attend Fisk
University. While at Fisk, Du Bois experienced
racism and poverty that was very different to his
experiences in Great Barrington.
As a result, Du Bois decided that he would
dedicate his life to ending racism and uplifting
African Americans.
In 1888, Du Bois graduated from Fisk and was
accepted to Harvard University where he earned
a master’s degree, a doctorate and a fellowship
to study for two years at the University of Berlin in
Germany. Following his studies in Berlin, Du Bois
argued that through racial inequality and
injustice could be exposed through scientific
research. However, after observing the remaining
body parts of a man who was lynched, Du Bois
was convinced that scientific research was not
enough.
"Souls of Black Folk": Opposition to Booker T.
Washington:
Initially, Du Bois agreed with the philosophy of
Booker T. Washington, the preeminent leader of
African Americans during the Progressive Era.
Washington argued that African Americans
should become skilled in industrial and
vocational trades so that they could open
businesses and become self-reliant.
Du Bois, however, greatly disagreed and outlined
his arguments in his collection of essays, Souls of
Black Folk published in 1903. In this text, Du Bois
argued that white Americans needed to take
responsibility for their contributions to the problem
of racial inequality, proved the flaws in
Washington’s argument, argued that African
Americans must also take better advantage of
educational opportunities to uplift their race.

Organizing for Racial Equality:
In July of 1905, Du Bois organized the Niagara
Movement with William Monroe Trotter. The
purpose of the Niagara Movement was to have
a more militant approach to fighting racial
inequality. Its chapters throughout the United
States fought local acts of discrimination and the
national organization published a newspaper,
Voice of the Negro.
The Niagara Movement dismantled in 1909 but
Du Bois, along with several other members joined
with white Americans to establish the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP). Du Bois was appointed director
of research and also served as the editor of the
NAACP’s magazine Crisis from 1910 to 1934. In
addition to urging African American readers to
become socially and politically active, the
publication also showcased literature and visual
artistry of the Harlem Renaissance.
Racial Upliftment:
Throughout Du Bois’ career, he worked tirelessly
to end racial inequality. Through his membership
and later leadership of the American Negro
Academy, Du Bois developed the idea of the
“Talented Tenth,” arguing that educated African
Americans could lead the fight for racial equality
in the United States.
Du Bois’ ideas about the importance of
education would be present again during the
Harlem Renaissance. During the Harlem
Renaissance, Du Bois argued that racial equality
could be gained through the arts. Using his
influence as editor of the Crisis, Du Bois promoted
the work of many African American visual artists
and writers.
Pan Africanism:
Du Bois also concerned with people of African
descent throughout the world. Leading the PanAfrican movement, Du Bois organized
conferences for the Pan-African Congress for
many years. Leaders from Africa and the
Americas assembled to discuss racism and
oppression--issues that people of African descent
faced all over the world. Research more about
this great American and share with your babies.
Du Bois died on August 27, 1963 at the age of 95.
Make it a champion Day!
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I was born a
slave-was the
child of slave
parentstherefore I
came upon
the earth free
in God-like
thought but
fettered in
action. Elizabeth
Keckley
Remember When I heard
the words, I
felt as if the blood had been frozen in my veins,
and that my lungs must collapse for the want of
air. Mr. Lincoln shot! - Elizabeth Keckley
Today in our History - February 24, 1818 - (If you
thought that Lee Daniels' The Butler - The life of
Eugene Allen in the White House as a butler
which Forest Whitaker and Oprah Winfrey costarred). Read this story which happened 100
years before that. - There’s a nighttime scene in
Steven Spielberg’s Lincoln in which the president
tells an African American woman about his
uncertainty over what freedom will bring
emancipated slaves after the Civil War.
The woman, whom he addresses as “Mrs.
Keckley,” makes brief but puzzling appearances
throughout the film: outside the Lincoln bedroom
in the White House, in the gallery of the House of
Representatives beside Mary Todd Lincoln and as
the sole companion of the Lincolns at an opera.
In this conversation, Keckley asks Lincoln
pointedly for his personal feelings toward her
race. “I don’t know you, Mrs. Keckley,” he begins.
And neither does the viewer, who is left to
ponder how this woman could have come to
address the president so candidly, and what may
have moved Lincoln to speak so frankly to her
about his misgivings.
But this dramatization is deceiving. Abraham
Lincoln knew Elizabeth Keckley well, both as his
wife’s most intimate friend and as a leader
among free black women in the North. In just five
years, she rose from slavery in St. Louis to intimacy
with the first family in Washington. Her remarkable
life story and accomplishments ranked with those
of contemporaries Harriet Tubman and Sojourner

Truth. But unlike them, her name faded into the
shadows of history, much like her shadowy
presence in the movie. And so, the question
remains: Who was Mrs. Keckley?
Elizabeth Keckley (sometimes spelled Keckly) was
born on the plantation of Armistead and Mary
Burwell outside Petersburg, Va., in February 1818.
She never knew her precise birth date, a detail
too trifling for entry into slave records. But her
birth engaged more than the passing interest of
Armistead Burwell, who was both her master and
her father. Elizabeth’s mother was Agnes Hobbs,
a literate slave and the Burwell family seamstress.
Liaisons between masters and female slaves
were common and usually forced. As slaves were
mere property, Southern society did not regard
this as rape or adultery. But wives of philandering
slaveholders had little regard for the offspring of
such illicit encounters, particularly when the
children bore a resemblance to their fathers—as
did light-skinned “Lizzie” Hobbs. Mary Burwell put
Lizzie to work at age 4 watching over the
Burwells’ baby daughter. The responsibility was
too great for a child. One day Lizzie accidentally
rocked the cradle too hard, spilling the infant to
the floor. Perplexed and frightened, Lizzie tried to
scoop the baby back into the cradle with a
fireplace shovel just as Mary Burwell entered the
room. Infuriated, Mrs. Burwell ordered the
overseer to beat Lizzie. “The blows were not
administered with a light hand, and doubtless the
severity of the lashing has made me remember
the incident so well,” Keckley later recalled. “This
was the first time I was punished in this cruel way,
but not the last.”
Elizabeth Hobbs lived a turbulent early life, with
both the anguish common to slavery and
privileges denied most slaves. Her mother taught
her to sew, and somehow, probably with the
Burwells’ permission, she learned to read and
write. In 1836 Armistead Burwell loaned Elizabeth
and her mother to his eldest son Robert, a
Presbyterian minister living in Hillsborough, N.C.
Robert Burwell’s wife considered Elizabeth too
strong-willed for a slave and sent her to William J.
Bingham, the village schoolmaster known for his
cruelty, to have the pride beaten out of her.
Calling Elizabeth into his study, Bingham grabbed
a lash and told her to strip naked. Elizabeth
refused. “Recollect, I was eighteen years of age,
was a woman fully developed, and yet this man
coolly bade me take down my dress.” Bingham
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overpowered her, and she staggered home
covered with bloody welts and deep bruises.
After beating her a second time, Bingham broke
down and begged her forgiveness. After
Bingham faltered, the Reverend Burwell himself
beat Elizabeth, striking her so hard with a chair
leg that his wife begged him to desist from further
punishments.
No sooner did the beatings end than a white
neighbor named Alexander Kirkland raped
Elizabeth. He used her for four years. In 1840
Elizabeth gave birth to a boy, whom she named
George Kirkland. Although three-quarters white,
he was a slave like his mother.
After these ordeals, Elizabeth’s fortunes
improved. She and her son returned to
Petersburg as the property of Armistead Burwell’s
daughter Anne Garland and her husband Hugh.
Anne treated her illegitimate half-sister kindly and
encouraged her progress as a seamstress and
dressmaker.
Garland’s business went bankrupt in 1847. He
moved his family to St. Louis and opened a law
practice, which also foundered. Elizabeth and
her mother helped support the Garlands by
making dresses for white socialites. In exchange,
the Garlands permitted Elizabeth to mingle with
the large free black population of St. Louis. In
1855 they agreed to manumit her and young
George for $1,200, which Elizabeth borrowed
from a sympathetic white client.
That November, Elizabeth married James
Keckley. She prospered as a dressmaker and sent
her son to the recently founded Wilberforce
University in Ohio. But her marriage broke down
after Elizabeth learned her husband, who had
represented himself as a free black man, was in
fact a “dissolute and debased” slave who
proved nothing but a “source of trouble and a
burden” to her. In early 1860, Elizabeth Keckley
left her husband and moved to Baltimore, hoping
to teach dressmaking to young black women.
Her plan failed, and “with scarcely enough to
pay my fare to Washington,” Elizabeth traveled
to the nation’s capital in search of new
opportunities.
It was a life-changing decision. Elizabeth found
work in October 1860 as a seamstress for a “polite
and kind” shop-owner whose customers included
the leading ladies of Washington. He offered her
a generous commission. Elizabeth’s clients
delighted in her designs, and her popularity

grew. She rented an apartment in a middle-class
black neighborhood and soon counted Mary
Anna Randolph Custis Lee, wife of Colonel
Robert E. Lee, and Varina Davis, wife of Senator
Jefferson Davis, among her clients.
During the secession winter of 1860-61, Elizabeth
went to the Davis residence daily to make
clothing for Varina and her children and
frequently overheard Senator Davis’ political
discussions with Southern colleagues. When the
Davises left Washington in late January 1861,
Varina asked Elizabeth to come South with the
family, warning that in the event of war
Northerners would blame blacks for the conflict
and “in their exasperation treat you harshly.”
Elizabeth politely declined, and they parted on
good terms.
But Elizabeth was not long without a distinguished
“patroness.” With ambition equal to her talent,
she sought work in the White House. “To
accomplish this end, I was ready to make almost
any sacrifice consistent with propriety.” As it
turned out, all she needed to do to gain an
interview with the new first lady was to make a
gown on short notice for Margaret McClean,
daughter of future Maj. Gen. Edwin V. Sumner
and a mutual friend of Varina Davis and Mary
Todd Lincoln.
Elizabeth called on the first lady on March 5,
1861, the day after President Lincoln’s
inauguration. The interview was short; learning
Elizabeth had worked for Varina Davis, whose
wardrobe was widely admired, Mary Lincoln
hired her on the spot, asking only that Elizabeth
keep her rates reasonable because the Lincolns
were “just arrived from the West and poor.” Mary
made no friends in Washington society, but the
dresses Elizabeth created for her caused quite a
stir. The wives of Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton and Secretary of the Navy Gideon
Welles became regular customers, and Elizabeth
made mourning gowns for the widow of Senator
Stephen A. Douglas. But most of her income
came from working on Mary Lincoln’s expanding
wardrobe. With her earnings, Elizabeth opened a
shop and hired several assistants. Mary preferred
to go to Elizabeth’s rooms for her fittings, as did
Mary Jane Welles and Ellen Stanton. Elizabeth
disapproved of their visits, saying later, “I always
thought that it would be more consistent with
their dignity to send for me instead of their
coming to me.”
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Meanwhile, her son had managed to pass
himself off as white to enlist in the Union Army at
the outbreak of the war. His time in the service
was short; George Kirkland died August 10, 1861,
at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo. Mary Lincoln
heard the news while vacationing in New York
and sent Elizabeth a “kind womanly letter” of
condolence, a mark of the growing intimacy
between them.
That the spoiled daughter of a Kentucky slave
owner would form a close bond with an ex-slave
was less surprising than it appeared. Mary was a
friendless outsider in Washington. Fair-skinned,
always immaculately dressed, literate and
“courteous to the Nth degree,” a White House
housekeeper observed, Elizabeth was “the only
person in Washington who could get along with
Mrs. Lincoln when she became mad with anyone
for talking about her and criticizing her husband.”
Thirty-seven years of bondage had taught
Elizabeth to accept fits of temper and irrational
outbursts far more severe than Mary Lincoln’s.
The death of the Lincolns’ 11-year-old son Willie in
February 1862 drew Mary closer to Elizabeth.
Suffering from paroxysms of grief beyond her
husband’s capacity to endure, Mary found
refuge in her dressmaker’s calm and steady
presence. A pattern emerged that would
characterize the next three years of Elizabeth’s
life. She spent much of her time at the White
House, often returning home only to sleep or give
brief instructions to her employees. She cared for
the Lincolns’ youngest son Tad, who was often ill,
ministered to Mary during her frequent bouts of
headaches and nervous exhaustion, and earned
the respect of President Lincoln, who addressed
her as “Madame Elizabeth.”
When slavery was abolished in the District of
Columbia in April 1862, a New York Post
correspondent introduced the nation to “Lizzie, a
stately, stylish woman,” in an article about
successful free blacks in Washington. “Her
features are perfectly regular, her eyes dark and
winning; hair straight, black, shining. A smile halfsorrowful and wholly sweet makes you love her
face as soon as you look on it. It is a face strong
with intellect and heart. It is Lizzie who fashions
those splendid costumes of Mrs. Lincoln, whose
artistic elegance have been so highly praised.
Stately carriages stand before [Keckley’s] door,
whose haughty owners sit before Lizzie docile as
lambs while she tells them what to wear. Lizzie is

an artist and has such a genius for making
women look pretty, that not one thinks of
disputing her decrees.”
Lincoln spoke freely in Elizabeth Keckley’s
presence. One afternoon while she was dressing
Mary Lincoln for a reception, the president
entered the room. Glancing onto the lawn where
Tad played with two goats, he turned
to Elizabeth and asked, “Madame Elizabeth, you
are fond of pets, are
you not?” “Oh yes, sir,” she answered. “Well,
come here and look at my two goats. I believe
they are the kindest and best goats in the world.
See how they skip and play in the sunshine.” After
one sprang into the air, Lincoln asked Elizabeth if
she had ever seen “such an active goat.” Musing
a moment, he continued, “He feeds on my
bounty and jumps with joy. Do you think we
should call him a bounty-jumper? But I flatter the
bounty jumper. My goat is far above him. I would
rather wear his horns and hairy coat than
demean myself to the level of the man who
plunders the national treasury in the name of
patriotism.” “Come, ’Lizabeth,” Mary scolded. “If
I get ready to go down this evening, I must finish
dressing myself, or you must stop staring at those
silly goats.”
“Mrs. Lincoln was not fond of pets, and she could
not understand how Mr. Lincoln could take so
much delight in his goats,” Keckley remembered.
“After Willie’s death, she could not bear the sight
of anything he loved, not even a flower.”
Mary buried her unrelenting anguish in lavish
spending on clothing and jewelry. Elizabeth
accompanied her on shopping trips to New York
and Boston, remaining behind in the cities for
days at a time to settle orders with merchants.
Despite the demands of being the first lady’s
companion, she carved out a place as a leader
among the capital’s free black community. A
chance stroll past a charitable event for
wounded soldiers in August 1862 suggested an
idea. Forty thousand ex-slaves freed by
advancing Union armies thronged the capital,
where they lived in squalor. “If the white people
can give festivals to raise funds for the relief of
suffering soldiers,” she mused, “why should not
the well-to-do colored people go to work to do
something for the benefit of suffering blacks?”
Two weeks later the Contra-band Relief
Association was born, with Elizabeth as president.
Mary Lincoln was first to subscribe with a $200

donation. President Lincoln also contributed.
Northern abolitionists raised funds and
contributed clothing and blankets. Frederick
Douglass lectured on the association’s behalf
and obtained contributions from anti-slavery
societies in Great Britain.
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Under Elizabeth’s leadership the association
distributed food, clothing and other essentials to
freedmen, sheltered them and brought teachers
to schools built for them. Fundraisers attracted
prominent speakers such as Douglass and
Wendell Phillips. The organization also hosted
Christmas dinners for sick and wounded soldiers
of both races.
“Some of the freedmen and freedwomen had
exaggerated ideas of liberty. To them it was a
beautiful vision, a land of sunshine, rest, and
glorious promise,” she wrote. “Since their
extravagant hopes were not realized, it was but
natural that many of them should feel bitterly
their disappointment. Thousands of the
disappointed huddled together in camps, fretted
and pined like children for the ‘good old times.’
In visiting them they would crowd around me
with pitiful stories of distress. Often, I heard them
declare that they would rather go back to
slavery in the South and be with their old masters
than to enjoy the freedom of the North. I believe
they were sincere, because dependence had
become a part of their second nature, and
independence brought with it the cares and
vexations of poverty.”
As the war dragged on and her husband had
neither the time nor patience to indulge her
roller-coaster emotions, Mary Lincoln grew
increasingly dependent on Elizabeth, withholding
little. When it appeared Lincoln might lose the
1864 election, she tearfully revealed her crushing
financial burden. “The president glances at my
rich dresses and is happy to believe that the few
hundred dollars that I obtain from him supply all
my wants,” she said. “If he is elected, I can keep
him in ignorance of my affairs, but if he is
defeated, then the bills will be sent.”
Lincoln’s re-election eased her worry. After
Richmond fell in April 1865, Mary invited Elizabeth
to accompany her and the president on a visit to
City Point, Va., aboard the River Queen. From
there they traveled to Richmond, where Elizabeth
visited the vacant Confederate Senate chamber
and sat in the chair Jefferson Davis sometimes
occupied. When the presidential party moved

on to Petersburg, Elizabeth searched for
childhood acquaintances while the president
inspected the troops. She found a few but was
sorry she had come. “The scenes suggested
painful memories, and I was not sorry to turn my
back again upon the city,” she confessed.
Greater pain awaited, and soon. On the evening
of April 11, Elizabeth peered out a White House
window at the president, who stood on an open
balcony a short distance away. Lincoln had just
begun to speak to a large crowd about his plans
for Reconstruc-tion. In one hand he held his
speech, in the other a candle. Its flickering
shadow obscured the words, and Lincoln passed
the candle to a journalist behind him. As the
candlelight fell full on the president, Elizabeth
shivered. “What an easy matter it would be to kill
the president as he stands there,” she whispered
to a companion. “He could be shot down from
the crowd, and no one be able to tell who fired
the shot.”
The next morning Elizabeth shared her fear with
Mary, who answered sadly, “Yes, yes, Mr.
Lincoln’s life is always exposed. No one knows
what it is to live in constant dread of some fearful
tragedy. I have a presentiment that he will meet
with a sudden and violent end. I pray to God to
protect my beloved husband from the hands of
the assassin.”
Three nights later the president lay dying in the
Petersen House across the street from Ford’s
Theatre. Mary ordered messengers to bring
Elizabeth to her, but they all got lost in the tumult
outside the theater. The next morning Elizabeth
came to the White House. She found the first lady
prostrate with grief and in desperate need of her
companionship. For the next six weeks she
remained with Mary, sleeping in her room and, as
Mary said, “watching faithfully by my side.”
After Lincoln’s assassination, Mary’s debts came
due. From Chicago, where she had moved with
Robert Todd Lincoln, she hectored Elizabeth with
sorrowful letters of her financial plight. In
September 1867, she enlisted Elizabeth in a
scheme to sell her clothing and jewelry in New
York City. Together they visited merchants, Mary
traveling heavily veiled and incognito as Mrs.
Clark of Chicago. Sales were few, and she was
found out. The press pilloried her as insane, “a
mercenary prostitute” who dishonored her late
husband’s memory. Retreating to Chicago, she
left Elizabeth to negotiate with her creditors. The
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letters from Chicago resumed, each begging
Elizabeth to stay in New York until she settled
Mary’s affairs. Elizabeth agreed, shutting down
her Washington business and taking in sewing to
make ends meet. While Elizabeth labored on her
behalf in New York, Mary inherited $36,000 in
bonds from her late husband’s probated estate.
She had promised Elizabeth a tidy sum for their
joint venture but sent her nothing.
With her own livelihood imperiled and her
reputation sullied by the “Old Clothes” affair,
Elizabeth decided to write her memoir in
collaboration with James Redpath, a book
promoter and white friend of Frederick Douglass.
In the spring of 1868 the prominent New York
publisher Carleton and Company released
Behind the Scenes: Thirty Years a Slave and Four
Years in the White House. Elizabeth’s avowed
purpose was to “place Mrs. Lincoln in a better
light before the world” by showing the innocent
“motives that actuated us” in the “New York
fiasco” and also protect her own good name.
“To defend myself I must defend the lady I
served,” she wrote boldly in the introduction.
Instead, Elizabeth destroyed herself. Her frank
revelations of Mary Lincoln’s erratic behavior and
spendthrift ways while in the White House
violated Victorian standards of friendship and
privacy and of race relations. Without Elizabeth’s
permission, Redpath had inserted as an
appendix Mary’s correspondence with Elizabeth
about her New York scheme, letters that showed
Mary at her unstable worst. Robert Lincoln
denounced the book and may have tried to
suppress sales. A New York book critic wondered
if American literary taste had fallen “so low grade
as to tolerate the backstairs gossip of Negro
servant girls.” Washington newspapers warned
white families not to confide in their black
housekeepers. Someone penned a cruel parody
titled Behind the Seams; by a Nigger Woman
who Took Work in From Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs.
Davis and Signed with an “X,” the Mark of
“Betsey Kickley” (Nigger). Mary Lincoln dissolved
her friendship with the “colored historian,” as she
now referred to Elizabeth Keckley.
Mary, born the same year as Elizabeth, died in
1882. Elizabeth outlived her by 25 unhappy years.
Behind the Scenes cost Elizabeth her white
clientele. She scraped by teaching young black
seamstresses, and in 1890 sold her cherished
collection of Lincoln mementos for a paltry $250.

Friends arranged Elizabeth’s appointment to the
faculty of Wilberforce University in 1892 as head
of the Department of Sewing and Domestic
Service, but she taught only briefly before a mild
stroke ended her working life. Elizabeth spent her
final years in the National Home for Destitute
Colored Women and Children, founded during
the Civil War in part with funds from her
Contraband Relief Association. She never
recovered from her falling-out with Mary Lincoln.
She hung Mary’s portrait over her bed and made
a quilt from pieces of her dresses. Like Mary, she
suffered constant headaches and frequent
crying spells. In 1907, at the age of 89, Elizabeth
Keckley died alone and nearly forgotten. She
deserved better. During the Civil War, she had
lifted much of the weight of Mary Lincoln’s grief
and instability from the president’s shoulders. For
that alone, Elizabeth Keckley merits the gratitude
of history. I am a Lincoln follower and could not
wait til it was time to share this with you. Research
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

" I was told that the papers will leave us alone if I
signed the papers to let Mr. T.J. Porter be Sarah's
parent." - Joseph Rector
Remember - " I don't know the difference
between one dollar nor a million dollars, but they
say I am rich" - Sarah Rector
Today in our History - February 25,1911 - Some say
that Sarah Rector NOT Madam C.J. Walker is the
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first Black Female Self-Made Millionaire. Sarah
Rector received international attention at the
age of eleven when The Kansas City Star in 1913
publicized the headline, “Millions to a Negro Girl.”
From that moment Rector’s life became a
cauldron of misinformation, legal and financial
maneuvering, and public speculation.
Rector was born to Joseph and Rose Rector on
March 3, 1902, in a two-room cabin near Twine,
Oklahoma on Muscogee Creek Indian allotment
land. Both Joseph and Rose had enslaved Creek
ancestry, and both of their fathers fought with
the Union Army during the Civil War. When
Oklahoma statehood became imminent in 1907,
the Dawes Allotment Act divided Creek lands
among the Creeks and their former slaves with a
termination date of 1906. Rector’s parents, Sarah
Rector herself, her brother, Joe, Jr., and sister
Rebecca all received land. Lands granted to
former slaves were usually the rocky lands of
poorer agricultural quality. Rector’s allotment of
160 acres was valued at $556.50.
Primarily to generate enough revenue to pay the
$30 annual tax bill, on February 25,1911 Rector’s
father leased her allotment to the Devonian Oil
Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In 1913,
however, her fortunes changed when wildcat oil
driller B.B. Jones produced a “gusher” that
brought in 2500 barrels a day. Rector now
received an income of $300.00 per day. Once
this wealth was made known, Rector’s
guardianship was switched from her parents to a
white man named T.J. Porter, an individual
personally known to the Rectors. Multiple new
wells were also productive, and Rector’s
allotment subsequently became part of the
famed Cushing-Drumright Field in Oklahoma. In
the month of October 1913 Rector received
$11,567.
Once her identity became public, Rector
received numerous requests for loans, money
gifts, and even marriage proposals from four
Germans even though she was 12. In 1914 The
Chicago Defender published an article claiming
that her estate was being mismanaged by
grafters and her “ignorant” parents, and that she
was uneducated, dressed in rags, and lived in an
unsanitary shanty. National African American
leaders such as Booker T. Washington and W.E.B.
DuBois became concerned about her welfare.
None of the allegations were true. Rector and
her siblings went to school in Taft, an all-black

town closer than Twine, they lived in a modern
five-room cottage, and they owned an
automobile. That same year, Rector enrolled in
the Children’s House, a boarding school for
teenagers at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.
When Rector turned eighteen on March 3, 1920,
she left Tuskegee and her entire family moved
with her to Kansas City, Missouri. By this point
Rector, who now owned stocks and bonds, a
boarding house and bakery and the Busy Bee
Café in Muskogee, Oklahoma, as well as 2,000
acres of prime river bottomland, was a
millionaire.
The family moved into what would be known as
the Rector Mansion. Legal wrangling over
Rector’s estate and some mismanagement
continued until she was twenty. That year Rector
married Kenneth Campbell, and the couple had
three sons, Kenneth, Jr., Leonard, and Clarence.
Much was publicized about her “extravagant”
spending on luxuries. Her marriage to Campbell
ended in 1930, and in 1934 she married William
Crawford.
When Rector died at age 65 on July 22, 1967, her
wealth was diminished, but she still had some
working oil wells and real estate holdings. Sarah
Rector was buried in Taft Cemetery, Oklahoma.
One of the saddest stories in our history, share
with your babies and make it a champion day!

This camp is not designed for the average black
families and that is a crime. - A. Philip Randolph.

66
Remember - "Our chrildren need activities in a
structured formate that they will not get at home,
so the middle class and upper class African
American youth can enjoy their summers." W.E.B. Du Bois
Today in our History - February 26, 1921 - Camp
Atwater is a cultural, educational, and
recreational camp designed for the children of
African American professionals. The camp,
founded February 26, 1921 by Dr. William De
Berry, was located in North Brookfield,
Massachusetts. Initially named St. John’s Camp,
in 1926 the name was officially changed to
Camp Atwater when Ms. Mary Atwater donated
$25,000 with the stipulation that the camp's
name honor her late father, Dr. David Fisher, a
well-known and distinguished physician in the
town. The camp is the oldest American Camp
Association (ACA) accredited African American
owned and operated camp in the nation.
The primary mission of the 75-acre, 30 building
camp situated along Lake Lashway in Brookfield,
Massachusetts is to focus on developing the
emotional and academic maturity of its
members. The camp was initially created to
provide recreational opportunities for African
American children of families who had moved to
Springfield, Massachusetts from the south. Many
of these families were part of the great migration
that took place during the early years of the 20th
century. Dr. De Berry also envisioned the camp
as providing opportunities for his children to meet
other black children of comparable social
backgrounds.
Since African Americans throughout the North -regardless of their economic, educational, or
social status -- were excluded from the vast
majority of the region's white camps, many of
them began to enroll at Camp Atwater.
Camp leaders provided boys and girls, who
typically ranged from eight to 15 years, numerous
activities such as basketball, soccer, boating,
swimming, arts and crafts, tennis, archery, ballet,
and drama classes. The Camp also sponsored
activities which promoted African American
history and culture. Over time those who had
attended the camp developed lifelong national
networks of important professional and social
contacts. Children who met at Camp Atwater
often married years later and then sent their
children to the camp for similar exposure.
By the 1950s and 1960s Camp Atwater began to
decline in popularity as middle class African

American parents enrolled their children in
desegregated summer camps closer to home.
Camp Atwater, however, continues to operate
today. It is owned and managed by the Urban
League of Springfield and its enrollees are from a
variety of socio-economic backgrounds.
Nonetheless the camp, now listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, continues to
focus on its original mission, fostering the
emotional and intellectual development of
African American youth. Research more about
this American Instuition and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

But I like it
when my
patients are
impressed
not
knowing
that I was
an
Olympian. Debi
Thomas
Remember
- "I got a
bronze
medal and
I can't
complain
about that,
the only
African-American to get a medal in the Winter
Olympics." - Debi Thomas
Today in our History - February 27,1988 - Olympic
ice skater who became the first black athlete to
win a medal at the Winter games reveals she lost
her medal to bankruptcy after being diagnosed
as bipolar and struggling to pay medical bills.
Debi Thomas began the first African American to
win a medal in the Winter Olympics when she
took home the bronze in 1988. Thomas, 50, now
lives in a trailer in Virginia with her fiance and says
she struggles to pay her bills. She also lost her
bronze medal when she had to file for
bankruptcy after she was diagnosed as bipolar
and couldn't afford to pay her medical bills.
During the Winter Olympic games 30 years ago a
then 20-year-old Debi Thomas had won a bronze

medal in figure skating, making her the first
African American athlete to win a medal in the
Winter games.
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Now, Thomas is living in a trailer in Richlands,
Virginia with her fiance, struggles to pay her bills
and lost her bronze medal to the bank after
being forced to file bankruptcy following a
bipolar diagnosis.
'It may look (to) people on the outside like it's
insane, but I don't care,' Thomas told the New
York Post. 'I don't care about living in a trailer.
People are so obsessed with material things, but I
only care about knowledge.'
Thomas, 50, said she has left her skating days
behind her - and she hopes others have too. The
former orthopedic surgeon now spends her time
practicing hypnosis and selling tiny pieces of gold
for a company called Karatbars. She also earned
a certificate in Quantum Healing Hypnosis
Technique, which the Post reports she uses to
hypnotize people to cure them of ailments.
Thomas is also working on an autobiography
called 'In Right Light it Looks Gold'.
The former Olympic athlete told the outlet that
her choice of work doesn't provide her a steady
income, and she still struggles to make ends
meet but she's okay with that.
'I always know that sometimes if you want to be
a visionary, you're going to have to commit to
that and you may go through some financial
struggles,' she explained.
It seems Thomas' struggles began in April 2012
when, according to the Washington Post, she got
into a domestic dispute with her fiance Jamie
Loone outside her home.
Thomas pulled out a shotgun and fired it, trying to
scare Loone. The police were called, and
Thomas reportedly threatened to harm herself.
She was taken the hospital for a psychological
evaluation and diagnosed as bipolar.
Thomas, who claims she no longer suffers from
the disorder and refuses to take medication
because she doesn't believe in it, told the Post
she couldn't afford her medical bills following her
diagnose and filed for bankruptcy.
She was $600,000 in debt when she filed.
The one-time household name had to close her
private orthopedic practice and had to hand
over her bronze medal, worth a reported $2,200,

to the bank. She had won the medal in 1988
during the 'Battle of the Carmens' at the Winter
games against Germany's Katrina Witt, who took
gold.
'I lost (the medal) to bankruptcy,' Thomas
said.'They can take away the medal, but they
can't take away the fact that I won it.'
Thomas said she wasn't upset about losing the
bronze medal, and no longer focuses on her past
competing in the Olympics.
'I got really detached from skating,' she said.
'People who are still so focused on my skating
career, I'm just like, 'Come on, that was thirty
years ago. Why does it matter?''
She added: 'I'm not proud of how I performed in
the Olympics at all. The biggest disappointment
isn't that I didn't win the gold, it's that I didn't
skate my best.'
Besides winning her bronze medal, Thomas was
the 1986 world champion and two-time US
national champion. Research more about this
great American hero and share with your babies.
I will be speaking at North Atlanta High School as
part of their Black History Month Program, so I will
be gone most of the morning but back this
afternoon. Make it a champion day!
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public pick up on what you doing, even if it does
take them fifteen, twenty years. - Thelonious
Monk
Remember - I don’t conside myself a musician
who has achieved perfection and can’t develop
any further. -Thelonious Monk
Today in our History - February 28, 1964 -Jazz
pianist and composer Thelonious Monk was a
giant of American music. On Feb. 28, 1964, he
was featured on the cover of Time magazine,
which also included a feature article titled "The
Loneliest Monk."
Born on Oct. 17, 1917, in Rocky Mount, North
Carolina, Monk at age four moved with his
parents to New York City and began studying
classical piano at age 11. He won so many
amateur competitions at the famed Apollo
Theater, biography.com reports, that he was
ultimately banned from participating in the
weekly contest. At 16, he left high school to
pursue his passion.
Though critically acclaimed and respected
among his peers, Monk, who's sound was
"innovative, technically demanding, and
extremely complex," did not achieve real success
until he began recording and performing with
the esteemed John Coltrane. In 1962, he got his
first major label contract with Columbia Records
and two years later was on the cover of Time.
"Monk's lifework of 57 compositions is a diabolical
and witty self-portrait, a string of stark snapshots
of his life in New York," wrote the magazine's
music critic Barry Ferrell. "Changing meters,
unique harmonics and oddly voiced chords
create the effect of a desperate conversation in
some other language, a fit of drunken laughter, a
shout from a park at night."
Monk is believed to have struggled with mental
illness. After several years in seclusion, he died
from a stroke on Feb. 7, 1982. He was
posthumously inducted into the Grammy Hall of
Fame and has been featured on a postage
stamp.

I say, play your own way. Don’t play what the
public want, you play what you want and let the

Four years after his death, the Monk family and
the late musical philanthropist Maria Fisher
created the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz,
which focuses on "identifying the music's new
voices, honoring its present and past masters,
and making the jazz aesthetic available and
comprehensible in concert halls and classrooms
around the world." In addition, the foundation

hosts a prestigious international jazz competition
each year. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

MARCH

"In the gun
game, we
are the
most
hunted. The
river of
blood that
washes the
streets of
our nation
flows mostly
from the
bodies of
our black
children," Harry
Belafonte
Remember - “When I was born, I was colored. I
soon became a Negro. Not long after that I was
black. Most recently I was African American. It
seems we're on a roll here. But I am still first and
foremost in search of freedom.” - Harry Belafonte
Today in our History - March 1, 1927 - Harry
Belafonte, byname of Harold George Belafonte,
Jr.,born in New York City, New York, American
singer, actor, producer, and activist who was a
key figure in the folk music scene of the 1950s,
especially known for popularizing the Caribbean
folk songs known as calypsos. He was also
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involved in various social causes, notably the civil
rights movement.
Belafonte was born in Harlem to emigrants from
the Caribbean islands of Martinique and
Jamaica. When his mother returned to Jamaica
in 1935, he joined her, living there until 1940. He
left high school to serve in the U.S. Navy in the
mid-1940s. After returning to New York City,
Belafonte studied drama at Erwin Piscator’s
Dramatic Workshop, where a singing role led to
nightclub engagements and a recording
contract as a pop singer.
In 1950 Belafonte became a folk singer, learning
songs at the Library of Congress’s American folk
song archives. He sang Caribbean folk songs as
well, in nightclubs and theatres; his handsome
appearance added to his appeal as a frequent
performer on television variety programs. With hit
recordings such as “Day-O (Banana Boat Song)”
and “Jamaica Farewell,” he initiated a fad for
calypso music and became known as the King of
Calypso. In the mid-1950s his Harry Belafonte and
Mark Twain and Other Folk Favorites were the first
of his series of hit folk song albums. During this
time, he made his Broadway debut, appearing in
the musical John Murray Anderson’s Almanac
(1953–54); for his performance, he won a Tony
Award for supporting actor. Later in the decade
he starred on the stage in 3 for Tonight and
Belafonte at the Palace.
In 1953 Belafonte made his film debut in Bright
Road, playing a school principal. The following
year he was the male lead (but did not sing) in
the musical Carmen Jones; his costar was
Dorothy Dandridge. The film was a huge success,
and it led to a starring role in the film Island in the
Sun (1957), which also featured Dandridge. He
produced the film Odds Against Tomorrow
(1959), in which he starred. He also starred in the
TV special Tonight with Belafonte (1959), a revue
of African American music; Belafonte won an
Emmy Award for his work on the show.
Belafonte then took a break from acting to focus
on other interests. In the 1960s he became the
first African American television producer, and
over the course of his career he served in that
capacity on several productions. During this time
Belafonte continued to record, and his notable
albums include Swing Dat Hammer (1960), for
which he received a Grammy Award for best folk
performance. His collaborations with South
African singer Miriam Makeba and Greek singer

Nana Mouskouri helped introduce them to
American audiences, and An Evening with
Belafonte/Makeba (1965) garnered a Grammy
for best folk recording. In 1970 he returned to the
big screen with the drama The Angel Levine.
Later film credits include Buck and the Preacher
(1972), Uptown Saturday Night (1974), The Player
(1992), Kansas City (1996), and Bobby (2006).
Throughout his career, Belafonte was involved in
various causes. He was a supporter of the civil
rights movement and a close friend of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Belafonte was active in African
humanitarian efforts, notably appearing on the
charity song “We Are the World” (1985). In 1987
he became a UNICEF goodwill ambassador. He
received the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award
from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences in 2014. I will not be able to respond to
all posts today as I will be speaking at Georgia
Gwinnett College in Lawerenceville, GA. as I
finish my Black History Month Speaking tour.
Make it a champion day!

“The markers are going to bring to bear some of
the feelings that need to be brought to bear,
and it really puts our city back on the map on
really being a forward and progressive city.”
Remember - “I think the magnitude of what
happened here is just beginning to be realized.” Edward Donaldson
Today in our History - March 2, 1961 - 187
petitioners consisted of African American high
school and college students who peacefully
assembled at the Zion Baptist Church
in Columbia, South Carolina. The students
marched in separate groups of roughly 15 to
South Carolina State House grounds to
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peacefully express their grievances regarding
civil rights of African Americans. The crowd of
petitioners did not engage in any violent
conduct and did not threaten violence in any
manner, nor did crowds gathering to witness the
demonstration engage in any such behavior.
Petitioners were told by police officials that they
must disperse within 15 minutes or face arrest. The
petitioners failed to disperse, opting to sing
religious and patriotic songs instead. Petitioners
were convicted of the common law crime of
breach of the peace.
The Supreme Court held that in arresting,
convicting and punishing the petitioners, South
Carolina infringed on the petitioners’ rights of free
speech, free assembly and freedom to petition
for a redress of grievances. The Court stated that
these rights are guaranteed by the First
Amendment and protected by the Fourteenth
Amendment from invasion by the States.
The Supreme Court argued the arrests and
convictions of 187 marchers were an attempt by
South Carolina to “make criminal the peaceful
expression of unpopular views” where the
marchers’ actions were an exercise of First
Amendment rights “in their most pristine and
classic form.” The Court described the common
law crime of breach of the peace as “not
susceptible of exact definition.”
While the majority in Edwards distinguished Feiner
v. New York (1951), based on the absence of
violence or threats from the petitioners' march to
the state capital, Justice Clark stated that the
breach of the peace convictions upheld in
Feiner presented "a situation no more dangerous
than that found here." Justice Clark noted that
Edwards was more dangerous because Feiner
involved one person and was limited to a crowd
of about 80, whereas the Edwards demonstration
involved around 200 demonstrators and 300
onlookers. He argued that the City Manager's
action may have averted a catastrophe
because of the "almost spontaneous combustion
in some Southern communities in such a situation.
Research more about Black protests in America
and make it a champion day!

" Who
would
have
thought
that sailors
could be
in a boat
under the
water,
what will
they think
of next" Robert
Francis
Flemming
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floating with the tide but was actually coming at
a high rate of speed toward the Housatonic.
Shouting that there was a torpedo approaching
the ship, Flemming alerted the rest of the crew,
who started to get the Housatonic under way.
However, it was too late; there was an explosion,
and, within five minutes, the Housatonic sank in
25 feet of water with a loss of five crewmen. The
crew immediately began climbing the rigging or
entering lifeboats as the sloop began to sink;
once it hit bottom, however, the masts and
rigging were still above the water, and Flemming
and others hung on for forty-five minutes until
help arrived.

Remember - "I know that they had forms of
guitars in the old days, like in Africa but my guitar
has what they call a aacoustic guitar. I just know
that the sound can be controled" - Robert Francis
Flemming

Flemming finished his naval service on the
gunboat USS E. B. Hale after June 1865 and
subsequently returned to Massachusetts, living
and working in Cambridge, Massachusetts and
Boston, Massachusetts where he went into
business as a guitar manufacturer and music
teacher.

Today in our History - March 3, 1886 - A Black Man
Invents the First Acoustic Guitar. Robert Francis
Flemming Jr. (July 4, 1839 – February 23, 1919)
was an African American inventor and Union
sailor in the American Civil War. He was the first
crew member aboard the USS Housatonic to spot
the H.L. Hunley before it sank the USS Housatonic.
The sinking of USS Housatonic is renowned as the
first sinking of an enemy ship in combat by a
submarine.

Flemming invented a guitar he called the
"Euphonica" that he believed would produce a
louder and more resonant sound than a
traditional guitar. The U.S. Patent Office granted
Flemming a patent (no. 338,727) on March
3,1886. He also received a Canadian patent (no.
26,398) on April 5,1887. Flemming then went into
business for himself, building and demonstrating
his musical instruments from a storefront on
Washington Street in Boston.

Robert Flemming was working in New York City as
a marble cutter when he enlisted in the United
States Navy on May 14, 1863. He was rated as
Landsman (rank), the equivalent of the current
naval rating of seaman recruit. His first posting
was to the USS Wyoming (1859) the following
June; he was present when the sloop engaged
the naval forces of the Japanese Empire at the
Naval battle of Shimonoseki on July 16 of that
year.

After 1900, Robert Flemming retired to his home in
Melrose, Massachusetts where he continued to
give lessons and perform at various functions. In
1907, he composed a "National Funeral Hymn"
dedicated to the Grand Army of the Republic. A
member of the Grand Army of the Republic Post
no. 30 in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Robert
Flemming died in February 1919. He is buried in
Wyoming Cemetery in Melrose, MA. Research
more about this great American and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

The following October, Flemming transferred to
the sloop of war USS Housatonic (1861), which
was sent to join the blockade of Southern
seaports as part of the South Atlantic Blockading
Squadron. On the evening of February 17, 1864,
Flemming was on watch when he noticed a
strange object in the water about 400 feet off the
starboard bow. He alerted the officer of the
guard, who dismissed the object as a log.
"Queer-looking log," Flemming replied. Taking a
closer look, he soon realized that the "log" wasn't
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school and subsequently five years later, in 1875,
the first woman was enrolled.
"I didn't
want to
be an
actress. I
wanted to
be a
dentist,
but you
never
know
what life
will bring
you."

Remember - "The large part of my clients are
women, men would come many times when it
was too late to do anything but pull their teeth" Ida Gray Nelson Rollins, DDS
Today in our History - March 4, 1867 - Ida Gray
Nelson Rollins, the first African American Woman
dentist, was born in Clarksville, Tennessee. She
became an orphan when her mother, Jennie
Gray, died in her early teens. Rollins’ white father,
whose name is not known, played no role in her
childhood or education. After her mother’s
death, Ida was raised by her aunt, Caroline Gray,
who had three other children, one boy and two
daughters.
Caroline Gray was 35, uneducated, and unable
to read or write when she moved from Clarksville,
Tennessee to Cincinnati, Ohio in 1867, with her
four children. In Ohio, Gray supported the family
by working as a seamstress and housing foster
children. All the Gray children contributed to the
family’s income. While in high school, Rollins
worked as a seamstress and dressmaker and in
the dental office of Jonathan and William Taft.
Ida Gray graduated from Gaines Public High
School in 1887 when she was 20 years old.
The part-time job in the dental office was
instrumental in her desire to become a dentist.
Jonathan Taft was the dean of the Ohio College
of Dentistry. In 1875, he became the first dean of
the Dental College at the University of Michigan
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. As dean, he was a
staunch supporter of admitting women to dental

The mentorship provided by William Taft set the
foundation for Rollins to become the first African
American woman to graduate from a dental
school. Her ability to pass the entrance exam into
the University of Michigan was aided by the
experience she gained working in his dental
office. Gray enrolled in October 1887 and, three
years later, she became the first African
American woman to graduate with a Doctorate
in Dental Surgery in the United States.
After graduation in 1890, Gray returned to
Cincinnati, Ohio and opened a private dental
practice. She remained in this practice until 1895
when she married Sanford Nelson, a SpanishAmerican War veteran. The couple moved to
Chicago, Illinois where Rollins where she set up a
practice serving a clientele of men and women
of all races. She soon became the first African
American, male or female, to practice dentistry
in Chicago. Her husband died on March 11, 1926
and three years later at the age of 62, she
married William Rollins, a waiter.
Ida Gray Nelson Rollins participated in a number
of women’s organization and served as president
of the Professional Women’s Club of Chicago.
She retired from her dentistry practice sometime
in the mid-1930s. On June 20, 1944, her second
husband died from injuries sustained in a motor
vehicle accident. She did not have any children
from either marriage and remained a widow until
her death.
Rollins died on May 3, 1953 in Chicago, Illinois.
She was 86 years old.

"The true
worth of a
race must
be
measured
by the
character of
its womanhood." Mary
McLeod
Bethune

Remember - "Without faith, nothing is possible.
With it, nothing is impossible." - Mary McLeod
Bethune
Today in our History - March 5, 1985 - Mary
McLeod Bethune is Honored with Her Image on a
U.S. Postage Stamp.
Mary Jane McLeod Bethune (born Mary Jane
McLeod; July 10, 1875 – May 18, 1955) was an
American educator, stateswoman, philanthropist,
humanitarian and civil rights activist best known
for starting a private school for African American
students in Daytona Beach, Florida. She
attracted donations of time and money and
developed the academic school as a college. It
later continued to develop as Bethune-Cookman
University. She also was appointed as a national
adviser to president Franklin D. Roosevelt as part
of what was known as his Black Cabinet. She was
known as "The First Lady of The Struggle" because
of her commitment to gain better lives for African
Americans.
Born in Mayesville, South Carolina, to parents
who had been slaves, she started working in
fields with her family at age five. She took an
early interest in becoming educated; with the
help of benefactors, Bethune attended college
hoping to become a missionary in Africa. She
started a school for African American girls in
Daytona Beach, Florida. It later merged with a
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private institute for African American boys, and
was known as the Bethune-Cookman School.
Bethune maintained high standards and
promoted the school with tourists and donors, to
demonstrate what educated African Americans
could do. She was president of the college from
1923 to 1942, and 1946 to 1947. She was one of
the few women in the world to serve as a college
president at that time.
Bethune was also active in women's clubs, which
were strong civic organizations supporting
welfare and other needs and became a national
leader. After working on the presidential
campaign for Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1932, she
was invited as a member of his Black Cabinet.
She advised him on concerns of black people
and helped share Roosevelt's message and
achievements with blacks, who had historically
been Republican voters since the Civil War. At
the time, blacks had been largely
disenfranchised in the South since the turn of the
century, so she was speaking to black voters
across the North. Upon her death, columnist Louis
E. Martin said, "She gave out faith and hope as if
they were pills and she some sort of doctor."
Honors include designation of her home in
Daytona Beach as a National Historic
Landmark,[3] her house in Washington, D.C. as a
National Historic Site,[4] and the installation of a
memorial sculpture of her in Lincoln Park in
Washington, D.C. The Legislature of Florida is
expected to designate her in 2018 as the subject
of one of Florida's two statues in the National
Statuary Hall Collection. Research motr about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes.
Art is knowing which ones to keep. - Zoë Dusanne
Remember - "The NAACP in Seatle needs a new
vision and I want to help them travel down that
road with all of the recources that I can gather" Zoe Dusanne
Today in our History - March 6, 1972 - the Seattle
Art Museum honored Zoë Dusanne with an
exhibition of contemporary art.

Described by
those who
knew her as
exotic,
flamboyant,
and colorful,
Zoë Dusanne,
was an art
dealer and
collector who
opened
Seattle’s first
professional
modern-art
gallery, the
Zoë Dusanne Gallery, in 1950 and who worked
tirelessly to both introduce modern art to a
northwest audience and to promote northwest
art and artists to a larger international art
community.
Dusanne was born Zola Graves on March 24,
1884 in Kansas to Letitia Denny and John Henry
Graves, a stonemason. Although she was selftaught with respect to modern art, her artistic
bent was nourished early in life by her parents.
When the Graves family lived in Iowa at the turn
of the 20th century, for example, Letitia took the
young Zoë on summer trips to Chicago to attend
the theater and to visit the Art Institute of
Chicago.
In 1903 Zoë spent one year at Oberlin College
followed by a semester at the University of Illinois,
Urbana. It was during this time that Zoë met her
first husband, George Young, whom she married
in 1904. The union produced Zoë’s only child,
Theodosia, in 1909. By 1912 Zoë was separated
and decided to follow her parents to Seattle. A
divorce from George followed after her arrival in
Seattle. Zoë’s second marriage, in 1919 to Dr.
Frederick Boston, lasted only a few years.
In 1928 Zoë and then teenaged Theodosia left
Seattle for New York. Sometime during her
residence in New York, Zoë began using the last
name Dusanne. While living in Greenwich Village,
Zoë’s passion for collecting modern art began in
earnest. At the height of the Great Depression
Zoë found that artists were the first to feel the
impact of hard times, and often sold their works
at a fraction of their earlier value. Little by little
during these years Zoë amassed a collection of
modern art which she brought back to Seattle in
1942.

In
1947
at
age
63,
Zoë
built a
home

74

overlooking Seattle’s Lake Union that was
specifically designed to double as an art gallery,
and on November 12, 1950, Dusanne opened
her collection to the public. From the mid-1940s
until the late-1950s, Zoë was a force to be
reckoned with as she worked to introduce
modern art to a Pacific Northwest audience and
to promote northwest art internationally. She sold
and donated her own works to the Seattle Art
Museum (SAM), and facilitated the donation of
many others. She lent works to the Henry Art
Gallery and to SAM for exhibition. At Zoë’s urging,
Life magazine featured the four artists who would
later become known as the “mystical” painters of
the “Northwest School”—Mark Tobey, Kenneth
Callahan, Guy Anderson, and Morris Graves—in
its September 28, 1953 issue. The Life magazine
article propelled the “Northwest School” to
national prominence. Zoë also traveled to
Europe persuading Peggy Guggenheim to
donate a Jackson Pollock to SAM.
Despite her influence within the greater Seattle
community, Dusanne could not stop the 1958
demolition of her home and gallery necessitated
by the building of the Seattle Freeway. In 1959
she reopened in a new location but was unable
to recapture the luster and glory of her original
gallery. In 1964 she closed the gallery
permanently spending the remaining few years
of her life with her daughter. In 1977, five years
after her death on March 6, 1972, the Seattle Art
Museum honored Zoë Dusanne with an exhibition
of contemporary art that included works by
many of the artists whom Zoë had promoted. It
was a fitting way to honor a woman whose
influence on culture in Seattle was considerable.
Research more About this great woman and
share with your bibies. Make it a champion day!

"How long? Not long, because the arc of the
moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.
- Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.
Remember - " Like an idea whose time has come,
not even the marching of mighty armies can halt
us. We are moving to the land of freedom." - Dr.
Martin L. King, Jr.
Today in our History - March 7, 1961 - The Selma
to Montgomery march was part of a series of
civil-rights protests that occurred in 1965 in
Alabama, a Southern state with deeply
entrenched racist policies. In March of that year,
in an effort to register black voters in the South,
protesters marching the 54-mile route from Selma
to the state capital of Montgomery were
confronted with deadly violence from local
authorities and white vigilante groups. As the
world watched, the protesters—under the
protection of federalized National Guard
troops—finally achieved their goal, walking
around the clock for three days to reach
Montgomery. The historic march, and Martin
Luther King Jr.’s participation in it, raised
awareness of the difficulties faced by black
voters, and the need for a national Voting Rights
Act.
VOTER REGISTRATION EFFORTS IN ALABAMA
Even after the Civil Rights Act of 1964 forbade
discrimination in voting on the basis of race,
efforts by civil rights organizations such as the
Southern Christian Leadership Council (SCLC)
and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) to register black voters met
with fierce resistance in southern states such as
Alabama.
In early 1965, Martin Luther King Jr. and SCLC
decided to make Selma, located in Dallas
County, Alabama, the focus of a black voter
registration campaign. King had won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1964, and his profile would help
draw international attention to the events that
followed.
Alabama Governor George Wallace was a
notorious opponent of desegregation, and the
local county sheriff in Dallas County had led a
steadfast opposition to black voter registration
drives.
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As a result, only 2 percent of Selma’s eligible
black voters (about 300 out of 15,000) had
managed to register to vote.
EDMUND PETTIS BRIDGE. On February 18, white
segregationists attacked a group of peaceful
demonstrators in the town of Marion, Alabama.
In the ensuing chaos, an Alabama state trooper
fatally shot Jimmie Lee Jackson, a young African
American demonstrator.
In response to Jackson’s death, King and the
SCLC planned a massive protest march from
Selma to the state capitol of Montgomery, 54
miles away. A group of 600 people, including
activists John Lewis and Hosea Williams, set out
from Selma on Sunday, March 7.
The marchers didn’t get far before Alabama
state troopers wielding whips, nightsticks and tear
gas rushed the group at the Edmund Pettis Bridge
and beat them back to Selma. The brutal scene
was captured on television, enraging many
Americans and drawing civil rights and religious
leaders of all faiths to Selma in protest.
Hundreds of ministers, priests, rabbis and social
activists soon headed to Selma to join the voting
rights march.
A HISTORIC MARCH CONTINUES
On March 9, King led more than 2,000 marchers,
black and white, across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge but found Highway 80 blocked again by
state troopers. King paused the marchers and led
them in prayer, whereupon the troopers stepped
aside.
King then turned the protesters around, believing
that the troopers were trying to create an
opportunity that would allow them to enforce a
federal injunction prohibiting the march. This
decision led to criticism from some marchers,
who called King cowardly.
That night, a group of segregationists attacked
another protester, the young white minister
James Reeb, beating him to death. Alabama
state officials (led by Wallace) tried to prevent
the march from going forward, but a U.S. district
court judge ordered them to permit it.
LBJ ADDRESSES NATION
Six days later, on March 15, President Lyndon B.
Johnson went on national television to pledge his
support to the Selma protesters and to call for the
passage of a new voting rights bill that he was
introducing in Congress.

“There is no Negro problem. There is no Southern
problem. There is no Northern problem. There is
only an American problem,” Johnson said,
“…Their cause must be our cause too. Because it
is not just Negros, but really it is all of us, who must
overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and
injustice. And we shall overcome.”
Some 2,000 people set out from Selma on March
21, protected by U.S. Army troops and Alabama
National Guard forces that Johnson had ordered
under federal control. After walking some 12
hours a day and sleeping in fields along the way,
they reached Montgomery on March 25.
Nearly 50,000 supporters—black and white—met
the marchers in Montgomery, where they
gathered in front of the state capitol to hear King
and other speakers including Ralph Bunche
(winner of the 1950 Nobel Peace Prize) address
the crowd.

and converted it to MOVEMENT, make ita
champion day!
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"I was so
afraid for
myself if I
would
have
married"
Martin L.
King. Mattiwilda
Dobbs

“No tide of racism can stop us,” King proclaimed
from the building’s steps, as viewers from around
the world watched the historic moment on
television.
LASTING IMPACT OF THE MARCH
On March 17, 1965, even as the Selma-toMontgomery marchers fought for the right to
carry out their protest, President Lyndon Johnson
addressed a joint session of Congress, calling for
federal voting rights legislation to protect African
Americans from barriers that prevented them
from voting.
That August, Congress passed the Voting Rights
Act, which guaranteed the right to vote (first
awarded by the 15th Amendment) to all African
Americans. Specifically, the act banned literacy
tests as a requirement for voting, mandated
federal oversight of voter registration in areas
where tests had previously been used, and gave
the U.S. attorney general the duty of challenging
the use of poll taxes for state and local elections.
Along with the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights
Act was one of the most expansive pieces of civil
rights legislation in American history. It greatly
reduced the disparity between black and white
voters in the U.S. and allowed greater numbers of
African Americans to participate in politics and
government at the local, state and national
level. Events like this reminds us of how Important
It is to have strong women. Bless of our Mothers,
Sisters, Aunts and Daughters who took a moment

Remember - " Music that I sing is not for the
masses but most for the people who enjoy
Opera" - Mattiwilda Dobbs
Today in our History - March 8, - The First black to
preform at New York’s Town Hall on March 8,
1954.
Mattiwilda Dobbs (July 11, 1925 – December 8,
2015) was an African American coloratura
soprano and one of the first black singers to
enjoy a major international career in opera. She
was the first black singer to perform at La Scala in
Italy, the first black woman to receive a longterm performance contract at the Metropolitan
Opera, New York and the first black singer to play
a lead role at the San Francisco Opera.
Dobbs was born in Atlanta, Georgia, one of six
daughters of John and Irene Dobbs, who were
leaders in the state's African American
community. She began piano lessons at the age
of seven and sang in community and church
choirs.
Dobbs attended Spelman College where she
studied home economics and considered
becoming a fashion designer. Her teachers
encouraged her to study music, however, and
she began to study voice, graduating with a
degree in Spanish and music in 1946. Following
her graduation, she moved to New York City and

studied with German soprano Lotte Leonard
while completing a master’s degree in Spanish at
Columbia University.
Dobbs won a number of scholarships, including
the Marian Anderson Award in 1947, and a John
Hay Whitney Fellowship. The funds from these
awards enabled her to move to Europe in 1950
and pursue her studies there, notably with Pierre
Bernac.
Dobbs initially performed in Europe as a concert
recitalist, however after winning the International
Music Competition in Geneva, Switzerland, in
1951, she went on to sing at the major festivals
and opera houses throughout the continent. She
made her professional operatic debut at the
Holland Festival, as the Nightingale in Stravinsky's
The Nightingale, in 1952. She made her debut at
the Glyndebourne Festival, as Zerbinetta in
Ariadne auf Naxos, in 1953. Her success at this
festival led to a performance contract at
London's Covent Garden from 1953 to 1958.
Her La Scala debut in 1953 was at the invitation
of conductor Herbert von Karajan. Dobbs
performed the role of Elvira in L'italiana in Algeri,
which also marked the first time a black artist
sang in that opera house. In a review of her
performance, the British magazine Opera called
her "the outstanding coloratura of her
generation".
She made her debut at the Royal Opera House
in London, as the Woodbird in Siegfried, in 1953.
She also appeared at the Paris Opéra, the
Vienna State Opera, and at the opera houses of
Hamburg and Stockholm. In 1954, she sang
before Queen Elizabeth II and the King and
Queen of Sweden at Covent Garden Theatre.
In the 1960s Dobbs continued to perform in
Europe, particularly in Sweden, where she lived
with her husband. Her successful, high-profile
European career is considered significant in
setting an example to younger black female
singers such as Leontyne Price, Shirley Verrett,
Jessye Norman and Kathleen Battle.
Her American Dobbs sang the role of Zerbinetta
again in her first appearance in the United States
at New York’s Town Hall on March 8, 1954 and
received great critical acclaim. Next was a
recital with the Little Orchestra Society, in New
York City, in 1954. She made her Metropolitan
Opera debut, as Gilda in Rigoletto, on November
9, 1956. In a review of her performance, Carl Van
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Vechten wrote that Dobbs' was "glorious ... a
warm and brilliant coloratura, and the best Gilda
in my experience." Although African American
singer Marian Anderson had performed at the
Met the previous year, Dobbs was the first African
American to be offered a long-term contract by
the Met. In eight seasons, she performed 29
times, including Zerbinetta, Zerlina in Don
Giovanni, Olympia in The Tales of Hoffmann,
Lucia in Lucia di Lammermoor, and Oscar in Un
ballo in maschera. She also appeared at the San
Francisco Opera in 1955, where she was the first
African American to play a lead role.
Following the example set by other African
American performers, Dobbs refused to perform
for segregated audiences. She later stated that
this hurt her career as she declined offers of work
in the southern states. When the Atlanta
Municipal Auditorium was de-segregated in 1961,
Dobbs was the first person to sing to an
integrated audience in the city. After desegregation, she performed in Atlanta in a series
of operas produced by Blanche Thebom.
Dobbs retired from performing in 1974, and
began teaching at the University of Texas, where
she was the first African American on the faculty.
She continued her teaching career as professor
of voice at Howard University in Washington,
D.C., before retiring to Arlington County, Virginia.
In 1989 Dobbs was elected to the board of
directors of the Metropolitan Opera.
Dobbs's coloratura soprano was praised for its
freshness and agility, as well as tonal beauty, and
was considered an ideal voice for sound
recording. However, she can be heard in
relatively few recordings, as she spent her early
career in Europe. When she returned to the
United States in 1954 Roberta Peters had
become a top soprano recording artist.
Dobbs's notable recordings include Die
Entführung aus dem Serail (in English), opposite
Nicolai Gedda (who was born the same day as
she was, July 11, 1925) and conducted by Yehudi
Menuhin, Les pêcheurs de perles conducted by
René Leibowitz, and a recital of opera arias and
songs, released in 1998 by Testament Records.
She sang both Olympia and Antonia in a
complete recording of The Tales of Hoffmann
featuring Leopold Simoneau and Heinz Rehfuss,
and conducted by Pierre-Michel Le Conte, which
was issued in 1958 by Epic in stereo in the USA
and by Concert Hall in Europe and reissued on
CD in 2008. She also recorded the title role of

Zaide under Leibowitz in Paris in 1952, and
excerpts from Rigoletto alongside Rolando
Panerai.
In 1954, the King and Queen of Sweden awarded
Dobbs the Order of the North Star.
In 1979, Dobbs received an honorary doctorate
of fine arts from Spelman College.
In 1980, the Library of Congress held an exhibition
on her life.
In 1983, Dobbs received the James Weldon
Johnson Award in Fine Arts from the Atlanta
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP).
Martin Luther King, Sr. wanted his son Martin
Luther King, Jr. to marry Dobbs, as her father was
an active civil rights activist and a friend of his.
Dobbs was married twice. Her first husband,
Spaniard Luis Rodriguez, died of a liver ailment in
June 1954, fourteen months after their wedding.
In late 1957 she married Bengt Janzon, a Swedish
newspaperman and public relations executive.
Janzon died in 1997. Dobbs was the aunt of the
first black Mayor of Atlanta, Maynard Jackson
and sang at his inauguration in January
1978.Dobbs died from cancer on December 8,
2015 at her home in Atlanta at the age of 90.
Research more about this great American abd
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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“I’m your
mammy
child, I ain’t
no white
mother. It’s
too much
to ask of
me. I ain’t
got the
spiritual
strength to
beat it. I
can’t hang
on no
cross, I ain’t
got the
strength.” Louise
Beavers
Remember - “the third Negro woman in this
country to [ever] have my face on the big
screen,” - Louise Beavers
Today in our History - March 9, 1902 - A great
black actress was born who will be the 3rd only
black to be on the big screen and on Television.
1930s and 1940s film actress Louise Beavers was
merely one of the dominant galleries of plus-sized
and plus-talented African American character
actresses forced to endure blatant, discouraging
and demeaning stereotypes during Depressionera and WWII Hollywood. It wasn't until Louise's
triumphant role in Fannie Hurst's classic soaper
Imitation of Life (1934) that a film of major
significance offered a black role of meaning,
substance and humanity. Despite the fact that
Louise was playing yet another of her endless
servile roles as housekeeper Delilah who works for
single white mother Claudette Colbert, this time
around her character was three-dimensional and
not merely a source of servitude and/or or comic
relief. She had her own dramatic story and
brilliantly handled the heartbreaking co-plot of
an appeasing single parent whose light-skinned
daughter (played by Fredi Washington) went to
cruel and desperate lengths to pass for white.
While Louise certainly championed in the role
and managed to steal the lion's share of reviews
right from under the film's superstar, the movie
triggered major controversy and just as many
complaints as compliments from both black and
white viewers. This certainly did not help what
could have been a major, positive shift in black

filmmaking. Instead, for the next two or more
decades Louise was again forced to retreat into
secondary status with precious few opportunities
to shine.
Ms. Beavers was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on
March 9, 1902 and moved with her family to the
Los Angeles area at age 11. A student at
Pasadena High School and a choir member at
her local church, her mother, a voice teacher,
trained Louise for the concert stage but instead
the young girl joined an all-female minstrel
company called "Lady Minstrels" and even
hooked up for a time on the vaudeville circuit. A
nursing career once entertained was quickly
aborted in favor of acting. Her first break of sorts
was earning a living as a personal maid and
assistant to Paramount star Leatrice Joy (and
later actress Lilyan Tashman). By 1924 she was
performing as an extra or walk-on in between her
chores. A talent agent spotted her and gave her
a more noticeable role in Uncle Tom's Cabin
(1927). She went on to gain even more visibility
but was invariably stuck in the background
cooking or cleaning after the leads. Despite this
her beaming smile and good nature paid off.
Following scene-grabbing maid roles to such stars
as Mary Pickford in Coquette (1929) Linda
Watkins in Good Sport (1931), Mae West in She
Done Him Wrong (1933), Constance Bennett in
What Price Hollywood? (1932) and Jean Harlow
in Bombshell (1933), Louise received the role of
her career. Her poignant storyline and final death
scene deserved an Oscar nomination and many
insiders took her snub as deliberate and
prejudicial. Five years later her compatriot (and
close friend) Hattie McDaniel would become the
first black actor to not only earn an Oscar
nomination but capture the coveted trophy as
well for her subordinate role in Gone with the
Wind (1939).
Despite their individual triumphs, both ladies
continued to trudge through more of the same,
albeit steadily. Occasionally Louise was
rewarded with such Hollywood "A" treats as
Made for Each Other (1939) with Carole
Lombard, Holiday Inn (1942) starring Bing Crosby,
and especially Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream
House (1948) with Cary Grant and Myrna Loy. In
The Jackie Robinson Story (1950), she offered
lovely moments as the baseball star's mother.
Although film offers dried up in the 1950s, Louise
managed to transfer her talents to the new TV
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medium and was one of a number of character
actresses hired to play the wise-cracking,
problem-solving maid Beulah (1950) during its run.
"Beulah" was one of the first sitcoms to star a
black actor. She also had a recurring role in
Disney's "The Swamp Fox". In 1957, she made her
professional stage debut in San Francisco with
the short-lived play "Praise House" as a caregiver
who extols the Bible through song. Her last few
films, which included The Goddess (1958), All the
Fine Young Cannibals (1960) and the Bob Hope
comedy The Facts of Life (1960) were typical
stereotypes and unmemorable.
A long-time bachelor lady who finally married in
the 1950s, the short and stout actress was
plagued by health issues in later years, her
obesity and diabetes in particular. She lost her
fight on October 26, 1962, at age 60 following a
heart attack. In 1976 she was posthumously
inducted into the Black Filmmakers Hall of Fame.
Research more about this great American
actress or watch the orgional "Imatation of Life"
(1934). Make it a champion day!

“For we
know that
if the
earthly tent
we live in is
destroyed,
we have a
building
from God,
a house
not made
with hands,
eternal in
the
heavens.”
—2
Corinthians
5:1
Remember - "Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I
will say, Rejoice." - Philippians 4:4
Today in our History - March 10, 1836 - Organized
in 1836, the Witherspoon Street Church is one of
the oldest African American Presbyterian
congregations in New Jersey. On March 10, 1836,
90 out of 131former African American members
of the Nassau Presbyterian Church were released

from the congregation to form their own church.
Nassau had just suffered a fire that destroyed
their church. Although slaves and indentured
servants were allowed to attend Nassau
Presbyterian, they suffered much racism and
were forced to sit in the small balcony. Many of
them saw this as the opportunity to establish a
church they controlled.
The original church name was The First
Presbyterian Church of Colour of Princeton. After
the first official communion was held in 1840, the
church was referred to as Third Presbyterian
Church, and later the Witherspoon Street
Presbyterian Church for Colored People in
Princeton. The congregation included enslaved,
indentured, and free people of color.
Elizabeth “Betsy” Stockton was born enslaved to
the Stockton Family in Princeton; she attended
Nassau Presbyterian Church and was
instrumental in establishing the new church. Betsy
Stockton earned her freedom at the age of
twenty and traveled to Hawaii as a missionary.
She returned to Princeton in 1835 and helped
found the First Presbyterian Church of Colour. In
1837 Stockton began teaching African American
children in a public school and later established
a Sabbath School at what is now the
Witherspoon Street Church. A stained-glass
window in the church is dedicated to Stockton
and her work in the church.
In October of 1879, Rev. William Drew Robeson
was installed as pastor. Along with his wife, Maria
Louisa Bustill of Philadelphia, the Robesons
moved into the church parsonage and began
their family. That parsonage was the place of
birth of twentieth century singer and activist Paul
Robeson and is now called The Robeson House.
As a former slave, Rev. Robeson fought for the
rights of African Americans. His preaching on
racial equality was eventually deemed “too
radical” by Presbyterian Synod leaders and he
was forced to resign in 1901.
Throughout the decades, the Witherspoon
Church has been rooted in supporting the
community through Emancipation,
Reconstruction, two World Wars and the Civil
Rights Movement. In the 1950s, Witherspoon
Street Church began to become more inclusive
of its changing community, embracing all from
every ethnic background. Rev. Benjamin
Anderson headed efforts to build Princeton’s first
integrated housing project and helped
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restaurant and hotel workers to unionize. In 2003
the congregation installed its first female pastor,
Rev. M. Muriel Burrows.
In 2015 The General Assembly of the Presbytery
issued a formal apology to the congregation of
Witherspoon Street Church for the unjust removal
of Rev. Robeson which had resulted in loss of
membership, the sale of the church parsonage,
and financial decline. The church repurchased
the parsonage in 2005, partly through a grant of
$173,000 given by the Synod of the Northeast.
Today the church has a racially diverse
congregation that has a stong focus and
foundation on being stewards of peace and
racial reconciliation. When in the Trenton, NJ
area, visit historical Princeton and the famous
Witherspoon Street Presbytery Church and bring
your babies. Make it a champion day!

"Seems like God don't see fit to give the black
man nothing but dreams - but He did give us
children to make them dreams seem worthwhile."
- Lorraine Hansberry
Remember - "There is always something left to
love. And if you ain't learned that, you ain't
learned nothing." - Lorraine Hansberry
Today in our History - March 11, 1959 - A Raisin in
the Sun opened on Broadway at the Ethel
Barrymore Theatre - Lorraine Vivian Hansberry –
Playwright (1930–1965) was born in Chicago,
Illinois, to Nannie Louise Hansberry, a teacher,
and Carl Hansberry, a real-estate broker. Her

progressive parents examined her birth
certificate, and after seeing the word "Negro"
printed by the hospital, immediately crossed it
out and wrote "Black." The Hansberry family
bought a house at 6140 S. Rhodes Ave. in
Washington Park—a white, upper-middle-class
neighborhood that the playwright later
described as “hellishly hostile.” They were
violently attacked by their neighbors, who were
constantly trying to get the family to leave the
neighborhood. The Hansberrys refused and
agreed to stay in their home at all costs. "I
[remember] my desperate and courageous
mother, patrolling our house all night with a
loaded German Luger, doggedly guarding her
four children," Hansberry wrote.
The Hansberrys' white neighbors were so intent on
pushing them out of the neighborhood (and the
family was so intent on staying) that the
Hansberry v. Lee case made it to the Illinois
Supreme Court. When the state ruled against the
Hansberry family, the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned the decision, allowing the family to
stay in their home. Thanks to the Hansberrys'
persistence, it was no longer legal for white
residents in the United States to push African
Americans out of their neighborhoods. While
writing for the progressive black newspaper
Freedom, Hansberry discovered Langston
Hughes’ poem “Harlem,” published in his book
Montage of a Dream Deferred. “What happens
to a dream deferred? Does it dry up like a raisin
in the sun? Or fester like a sore and then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat or crust and sugar
over like a syrupy sweet? Maybe it just sags like a
heavy load. Or does it explode?”
The young author began working on a play
exploring the struggles of a poor, black family
living in Chicago, loosely based on her own
family’s story. Originally titled The Crystal Stair (a
line from the Langston Hughes poem “Mother to
Son”), A Raisin in the Sun centers on the
Youngers, a lower-class family who is offered a
sum of money to stay away from the white
neighborhood where they have purchased their
dream home.
A Raisin in the Sun made history, becoming the
first play written by a black woman (a 29-yearold, no less) to ever be produced on Broadway.
But the journey to the Great White Way wasn’t
easy—it took over a year for producer Philip Rose
to raise enough funds to bring the play to New
York. After short pre-Broadway tryouts in
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Philadelphia, New Haven and Chicago, A Raisin
in the Sun opened on Broadway on March 11,
1959 at the Ethel Barrymore Theatre, starring
Sidney Poitier as Walter Lee Younger, a struggling
son with big dreams, Claudia McNeil as his
mother Lena and Ruby Dee as his hardworking
wife Ruth. Hansberry wrote two screenplay
adaptations of A Raisin in the Sun, but both were
rejected by Columbia Pictures for being too
controversial. The third time proved to be the
charm, and a draft that more closely resembled
the stage play was greenlit. Poitier, Dee and
McNeil all reprised their roles for the film, which
won a special award at the Cannes Film Festival.
After a two-year battle with pancreatic cancer,
Hansberry died at the age of 34, the same night
her second play, The Sign in Sidney Brustein’s
Window, closed on Broadway. A passage from
the play is engraved on her gravestone: “I care. I
care about it all. It takes too much energy not to
care. The why of why we are here is an intrigue
for adolescents; the how is what must command
the living. Which is why I have lately become an
insurgent again.”
Robert Nemiroff, Hansberry’s ex-husband,
became a champion of the late playwright’s
work after her death. He adapted many of her
unpublished poems, stories and letters into the
play To Be Young, Gifted and Black, which
premiered off-Broadway in 1968. Singersongwriter Nina Simone, a close friend of
Hansberry, wrote a song of the same name in her
memory.
After the success of A Raisin in the Sun on the
Great White Way, Nemiroff teamed up with
Charlotte Zaltzberg to write the book for a
musical adaptation of Hansberry’s
groundbreaking play. Judd Woldin and Robert
Brittan wrote the score, a mix of jazz, blues,
gospel and of course, traditional musical theater.
“It is a strange [musical] but a good one,” The
New York Times reported. “It warms the heart and
touches the soul.” Starring Joe Morton as Walter
Lee, Ernestine Jackson as Ruth and Virginia
Capers as Mama Lena, Raisin won two Tony
Awards, including Best Musical. On the 30-year
anniversary of the beloved drama's Broadway
premiere, PBS aired an uncut, three-hour TV
adaptation of A Raisin in the Sun starring Danny
Glover and Esther Rolle. Director Bill Duke told The
Los Angeles Times, "This play transcends time and
race. It applies to all poor people. What Lorraine
says is something that should be said often: Folks

that don't have money, folks that society looks
down its nose at, are some of the noblest spirits
among us."
Raisin returned to the Great White Way for the
second time, starring stage and screen great
Phylicia Rashad, Tony winner Audra McDonald
and rapper-turned-actor Sean "P. Diddy" Combs
in his Broadway debut. "At this point of my life, it's
one of the scariest things I've ever done because
it's so intense, it's so emotional, it's so hard,"
Combs told the Associated Press. The production
made history at the Tony Awards when Rashad
was honored with the Best Actress in a Play
trophy, becoming the first African American
woman to receive the honor. Director Kenny
Leon reassembled his leading players for a 2008
adaptation of the production, which was seen
by 12.7 million viewers on ABC.
Five decades after Raisin first opened on
Broadway, playwrights still continue to be
inspired by Hansberry's gripping drama. Bruce
Norris' homage to the iconic story, Clybourne
Park, was awarded the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for
Drama and the 2012 Tony Award for Best Play. As
part of its 50th anniversary season, Maryland's
Center Stage produced Clybourne Park in
repertory with the world premiere of Beneatha's
Place, focusing on the untold story of Walter Lee's
younger sister. Dubbed The Raisin Cycle, the new
plays have introduced the Younger family to a
brand new audience.
Now, director Kenny Leon (who also helmed the
2004 revival) brings the Younger family back to
their very first Broadway home at the Ethel
Barrymore Theatre. Why did he want to bring the
drama back after only ten years? "This is the play
that keeps on giving," he told Broadway.com. "If
all the other great American plays—Death of a
Salesman, Streetcar, A Moon for the
Misbegotten—if they have been done every four
or five years, surely [it’s time] to revisit A Raisin in
the Sun." Featuring Denzel Washington as Walter
Lee, LaTanya Richardson Jackson as Lena and
Sophie Okonedo as Ruth, the new production
opened officially on April 3,2014. Research more
by watching this great American Play with your
babies and make it a champion day!
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"I am
about
doing
the work
of our
people
in
Chicago
or the
Nation" Willie T.
Barrow

Remember - " I am proud to with Jesse Jackson
and Operation PUSH to support the people of our
great City" - Willie T. Barrow
Today in our History - March 12, 2015 - Religious
leader and civil rights activist Reverend Willie T.
Barrow was born on December 7, 1924 to
Octavia and Nelson Taplin, a minister. Barrow
was raised in Burton, Texas, where as a student
she led a demonstration of rural African
American schoolchildren against a segregated
school system. Barrow later attended WarnerPacific Theological Seminary in Portland, Oregon,
and helped build a church in that city in the
1940s.
Upon graduation, Barrow was ordained as a
minister and began her career as both a spiritual
and social activist. From 1953 to 1965, she was a
field organizer for Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, where she was responsible for the
organization of transportation, shelter, meetings
and rallies for demonstrations, including the 1965
March on Selma, Alabama. During the 1960s,
Barrow was among the founding members of
Operation Breadbasket in Chicago, Illinois, a
program that provided spiritual guidance and
practical assistance to communities in need.
Later, in 1968, she led a three-person delegation
to North Vietnam and participated in the
negotiation of the Vietnam Peace Treaty.
Barrow went on to serve as co-chair of the
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, the organization that
grew out of Operation Breadbasket. At the
Coalition, she coordinated activities and served
as an aide to Reverend Jesse Jackson, Sr. Barrow
also served as associate minister of the Vernon
Park Church of God in Chicago, and was active

in the National Urban League and National
Council of Negro Women.
Barrow was honored with a Doctor of Divinity
degree from Monrovia, Liberia and a Leadership
Certificate from Harvard University. She also
received awards from the League of Black
Women, the Christian Women's Conference, and
the Indo-American Democratic Organization. In
September of 1997, a street on Chicago's South
Side was renamed in her honor; and, that same
year, the Reverend Willie Barrow Wellness Center
was opened to bring affordable and accessible
health care to needed areas in Chicago. She
authored the book, How to Get Married and Stay
Married, which was published in 2004.
Reverend Barrow passed away on March 12,
2015 at the age of 90. Reserch more about the
NAACP, SCLC and Operation PUSH and people
who are Civil Rights Activeist and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

"I take the
world very
personally. I
take history
personally; I
want to place
myself in the
larger context."
- Marianne
Wiggins
Remember - "I
write on a
visual canvas,
'seeing' a
scene in my
thoughts
before
translating it into language, so I'm a visual junkie."
- Marianne Wiggins
Today in our History, March 13, 2009 - Anne
Wiggins Brown (1912-2009) - The Fist lady to
perform "BESS" in the broadway production of
"PORGY AND BESS".
Broadway performer Anne Wiggins Brown was
born August 9, 1912 in Baltimore, Maryland to Dr.
Harry F. Brown and Mary Wiggins Brown. Her
father, the grandson of a slave, was a respected
physician, and her mother was of black,
Cherokee, and Scottish-Irish decent. Brown was a
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talented singer from a young age, but when her
parents tried to enroll their daughter in a private
Catholic elementary school with a music
program, she was denied entrance because she
was African American.
Brown began her training at Morgan College
(now Morgan State University), after which she
applied to the Peabody Institute in Baltimore.
Once again, she was denied admittance
because of her race. Brown did not give up and
in 1928, when she was just 16 years old, Brown
auditioned for and was admitted to the Julliard
School in New York, becoming the first African
American vocalist to attend the school. While at
Julliard, Brown was awarded the prestigious
Margaret McGill scholarship.
Brown got her big break in 1935 when she sang
the part of Bess in the world premiere of George
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess at the Colonial
Theater in Boston. The play, which featured an
all-African American cast, focused on the lives
African Americans living in Charleston, South
Carolina during the 1920s. After a successful
opening, Porgy and Bess was moved to the Alvin
Theater in New York in October 1935. Although
Brown’s performance was highly praised, the
opera received mixed reviews. Many African
Americans, including Brown’s father, believed
that the play was racist and portrayed
stereotypes of black people.
Brown continued to appear on Broadway in such
shows as Pins and Needles (1937) and Mamba’s
Daughters (1939). The successful singer/actress
also continued to play Bess in multiple revivals of
Porgy and Bess including the Broadway revival in
1942. Although she had gained fame and
success, Brown was still forced to deal with the
reality of segregation in America. Brown
encountered prejudice on many occasions and
was even denied use of a performance hall in
Baltimore, her hometown.
Brown’s experiences persuaded her to live in
Europe. In 1946, she traveled to Copenhagen,
Denmark to perform in the Royal Opera’s
production of Porgy and Bess and afterwards
decided to remain there. Brown began touring
from Copenhagen and gave recitals throughout
Europe. In 1948, while traveling in Norway, she
met and married her husband, the philosopher,
journalist, and Olympic medal skier Thorleif
Schjelderup. The couple settled in Norway and
raised two daughters together.

In 1953, Brown began the transition from
performer to voice coach and director, and in
1967 she put on a Norwegian production of
Porgy and Bess. In 1998 Brown was awarded the
George Peabody Medal for Outstanding
Contribution to Music in America by the Peabody
Institute as a way to apologize for their admission
denial. Anne Wiggins Brown passed away in Oslo,
Norway on March 13, 2009. Research more
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

"You can
pray until you
faint, but
unless you
get up and
try to do
something,
God is not
going to put
it in your lap"
- Fannie Lou
Hamer
Remember "I am sick
and tired of
being sick
and tired." Fannie Lou
Hamer
Today in our History - March 14, 1977 Fannie Lou Hamer (1917-1977) was a civil rights
activist whose passionate depiction of her own
suffering in a racist society helped focus attention
on the plight of African Americans throughout
the South. In 1964, working with the Student NonViolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), Hamer
helped organize the 1964 Freedom Summer
African American voter registration drive in her
native Mississippi. At the Democratic National
Convention later that year, she was part of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, an
integrated group of activists who openly
challenged the legality of Mississippi’s all-white,
segregated delegation.
Born Fannie Lou Townsend on October 6, 1917, in
Montgomery County, Mississippi. The daughter of
sharecroppers, Hamer began working the fields
at an early age. Her family struggled financially,
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and often went hungry.
Married to Perry “Pap” Hamer in 1944, Fannie Lou
continued to work hard just to get by. In the
summer of 1962, however, she made a lifechanging decision to attend a protest meeting.
She met civil rights activists there who were there
to encourage African Americans to register to
vote. Hamer became active in helping with the
voter registration efforts.
Hamer dedicated her life to the fight for civil
rights, working for the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC). This
organization was comprised mostly of African
American students who engaged in acts of civil
disobedience to fight racial segregation and
injustice in the South. These acts often were met
with violent responses by angry whites. During the
course of her activist career, Hamer was
threatened, arrested, beaten, and shot at. But
none of these things ever deterred her from her
work.In 1964, Hamer helped found the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party, which was
established in opposition to her state’s all-white
delegation to that year’s Democratic
convention.
She brought the civil rights struggle in Mississippi
to the attention of the entire nation during a
televised session at the convention. The next
year, Hamer ran for Congress in Mississippi, but
she was unsuccessful in her bid.Along with her
political activism, Hamer worked to help the poor
and families in need in her Mississippi community.
She also set up organizations to increase business
opportunities for minorities and to provide
childcare and other family services. Hamer died
of cancer on March 14, 1977, in Mound Bayou,
Mississippi.

The day has
to come
when it's not
a surprise
that a
woman has a
powerful
position" –
Condoleezza
Rice

Remember - "When people don't have a hopeful
vision before them or the possible resolution of
their difficulties by peaceful means, then they
can be attracted to violence and to separatism."
- Condoleezza Rice
Today in our History - March 15, 2009 - Rice
returned to Stanford University as a political
science professor and the Thomas and Barbara
Stephenson Senior Fellow on Public Policy at the
Hoover Institution.The first Black Woman to hold
such a position at Stanford University.
Condoleezza Rice became one of the most
influential women in the world of global politics
when President George W. Bush (1946–) named
her as his national security adviser in December
of 2000. Her role became extremely important
after the September 11, 2001, attacks on New
York City and the Pentagon in Washington. Rice
has played a crucial part in shaping the most
aggressive U.S. foreign policy in modern history,
with wars launched against Afghanistan and Iraq
during her time in office.
Became kindergarten piano prodigy
Rice grew up during a deeply segregated era of
American history. She was born in 1954 in
Birmingham, Alabama, to parents who were
both educators. Her father, John Wesley Rice Jr.,
was a football coach and high school guidance
counselor at one of Birmingham's black public
schools. He was also an ordained Presbyterian
minister in Birmingham's Westminster Presbyterian
Church, which had been founded by his own
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father, also a minister. Rice's mother, Angelena,
was a teacher and church organist. Angelena
loved opera, and so named her only child after
an Italian-language term, con dolcezza. It is used
in musical notation and means "to play with
sweetness."
Birmingham was clearly divided into black and
white spheres during Rice's childhood, and the
two worlds rarely met. But her parents were
determined that their only child would grow up
to be an accomplished and well-rounded young
woman. Rice began piano lessons at the age of
three and gave her first recital a year later. She
became somewhat of a musical prodigy in the
Birmingham area, performing often at school
and community events. In addition to long hours
spent practicing the piano, she also took French
and Spanish lessons after school, and later
became a competitive figure skater. "My whole
community was determined not to let their
children's horizons be limited by growing up in
segregated Birmingham," Rice recalled in an
interview with television personality Oprah
Winfrey (1954–) for O, The Oprah Magazine.
"Sometimes I think they overcompensated
because they wanted their kids to be so much
better."
"I find football so interesting strategically. It's the
closest thing to war. What you're really doing is
taking and yielding territory, and you have
certain strategies and tactics."
Not surprisingly, Rice earned good grades in
school, even at an early age. Attending
segregated schools in Birmingham, she skipped
the first grade entirely and was later promoted
from the sixth directly into the eighth grade. Her
city became a battleground during the
emerging civil rights movement in the late 1950s,
and the strife directly touched Rice's early life. In
1963 the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, situated
in the middle of Birmingham's black community,
was the site of a tragic firebombing that killed
four little girls who were attending Sunday school.
Rice knew two of them.
Finished high school at fifteen
Rice's family moved to Tuscaloosa, Alabama,
around 1965, when she was eleven years old. Her
father had taken a job there as a college
administrator. They later settled in Denver,
Colorado, where she attended an integrated
public school for the first time in her life,
beginning with the tenth grade. She finished her

last year of high school and her first year at the
University of Denver at the same time.
"The Most Powerful Woman in the World"
U.S. national security adviser Condoleezza Rice
has sometimes been described as the most
influential woman in global politics. A university
professor and expert on Russian history, Rice is
known for her cool, calm manner. When Bush
appointed her to the job in 2000, some
wondered if she was qualified for it. But Janne
Nolan, a friend of Rice's from her early days as a
Stanford University professor, told New Yorker
writer Nicholas Lemann that Rice had a solid
track record for proving herself. "I've watched it
over and over again—the sequential
underestimation of Condi," Nolan told Lemann. "It
just gets worse and worse. She's always thought
of as underqualified and in over her head, and
she always kicks everyone's butt."
A job such as Rice's requires nerves of steel, and
the French- and Russian-fluent academic, whose
friends and family call her "Condi," fits the bill. She
explained in an interview with Essence writer
Isabel Wilkerson, "My parents went to great
lengths to make sure I was confident. My mother
was also a great believer in being proper." As an
African American and a professional, Rice has
experienced the occasional racial snub. She
recalled one occasion when she asked to see
some of the nicer jewelry in a store, and the
saleswoman mumbled a rude remark under her
breath. As Rice recalled to Wilkerson, she told the
woman, "'Let's get one thing clear. If you could
afford anything in here, you wouldn't be behind
this counter. So, I strongly suggest you do your
job.'"
The confidence that Rice's parents instilled in her
comes out in other ways, too. She favors suits by
Italian designer Giorgio Armani, but the trim, fit
national security adviser prefers her skirts to hit just
above the knee. Her favorite lipstick comes from
the Yves Saint Laurent cosmetics counter. When
asked about her off-duty hours, Rice told
Wilkerson that she watches sports and goes
shopping. Wilkerson wondered about the Secret
Service security detail that accompanies Rice in
public, but Rice responded with a humor rarely
on display in public, "They can handle shopping."
For years Rice dreamed of becoming a concert
pianist. At the University of Denver, she was
originally a music major, but eventually gave up
on her dream after spending a summer at music
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camp. "Technically, I can play most anything,"
she explained to Winfrey about her decision to
change majors. "But I'll never play it the way the
truly great pianists do." She fell in love with
political science and Russian history after she
took a class taught by Josef Korbel (1909–1977),
a refugee from Czechoslovakia. In the 1990s
Korbel's daughter, Madeleine Albright (1937–),
became the first female U.S. Secretary of State.
Rice began taking Russian-language and history
courses and became fascinated by Cold War
politics. The term refers to the hostilities between
the United States and the world's first Communist
state, Soviet Russia, in the years following World
War II (1939–45). Each "superpower" tried to win
allies to its brand of politics, and in the process
each side built up a large arsenal of nuclear
weapons. After she graduated from the University
of Denver in 1974, Rice enrolled at Notre Dame
University in Indiana, where she earned a master's
degree in government and international studies.
Drifted for a time
Years later Rice admitted, in the interview with
Winfrey, "I am still someone with no long-term
plan." To begin her post-college career, she lined
up a job as an executive assistant—in other
words, a secretary—to a vice president at
Honeywell, a large electronics corporation. But a
company reorganization ended that career
possibility. For a time, she gave piano lessons.
Then her former professor, Josef Korbel,
suggested that she return to school, and she
began work on a Ph.D. degree at the University
of Denver.
Rice was a promising new talent in her field even
before she earned a doctorate in 1981. Her
dissertation investigated the relationship
between the Czechoslovak Communist Party
and its army. Soon she was offered a fellowship
at Stanford University. No other woman had ever
been offered a fellowship to its Center for
International Security and Arms Control. She
eagerly accepted, and the following year she
was hired by Stanford to teach political science.
Rice became a tenured professor at Stanford in
1987. She was also a rising star in U.S. foreign
policy circles. She served as the informal
campaign adviser to a Colorado Democrat,
Gary Hart (1936–), during his 1984 bid for the
White House. She came to know a foreign policy
expert, Brent Scowcroft (1925–), and was offered
her first official job in government. Scowcroft had

been named national security adviser by George
H. W. Bush (1924–), who was elected president in
1988. Scowcroft then hired Rice as a staff
member on the National Security Council.
Served in first Bush White House
The National Security Council helps analyze data
and plan American foreign policy. It looks at
potential global threats from hostile nations and
works to make strategic alliances with friendly
ones. Rice eventually became a special assistant
to the first President Bush, serving as his expert on
Soviet and East European affairs. It was an
important time in American foreign policy. The
political system of the Soviet Union was
crumbling, and by 1991 the Communist
governments allied with Soviet Russia had been
peacefully ousted throughout the Eastern Bloc
(as the communist nations in Eastern Europe were
known).
But Rice tired of the toll the White House job took
on her personal life, and she resigned in 1991. She
went back to teaching at Stanford, and in 1993
became the university's first-ever female provost,
which essentially made her second-in-command
at the school. She was also the first African
American to be selected for the position. "That
was the toughest job I ever had," she told
Nicholas Lemann in a New Yorker profile. She was
charged with eliminating a large budget deficit,
and the university had also been accused of
misusing government grant money intended for
military research. There was internal turmoil as
well, and some faculty members complained
about Rice's no-nonsense manner. "I told people,
'I don't do committees,'" she explained to
Lemann.
Rice remained on friendly terms with the Bush
family and came to know one of the sons,
George W., during visits to the Bush summer
home in Kennebunkport, Maine. In 1999 George
W. Bush decided to try and win the Republican
Party's nomination as its presidential candidate
for 2000. He hired Rice to lead his team of foreign
policy advisers, and she quit the Stanford job. She
began working closely with Bush, who was
governor of Texas at the time and had very little
other political experience, especially in foreign
relations.
Bush won his party's nomination and later was
declared the winner of a hotly contested
November election. The president-elect
immediately named Rice as his national security
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adviser. Though she was not the first African
American ever to hold the post—Bush's new
Secretary of State, Colin L. Powell (1937–), had
held the job for a year in the late 1980s—she was
the first woman ever to serve in the position. The
national security adviser helps shape American
foreign policy, both on the public front and
behind the scenes, in strategy sessions with the
president and his team.
Plotted strategy from underground bunker
Rice's duties also included coming up with ideas
to combat threats to American interests at home
and overseas. This became an important part of
her job on the morning of September 11, 2001.
She was in a meeting at the White House when
an aide notified her that a plane had struck the
World Trade Center. She quickly ended the
meeting and notified the President, who was in
Florida. After a second plane crashed into the
other tower of the New York landmark, she and
other key personnel gathered in what is known as
the White House "Situation Room." When a third
plane crashed into the Pentagon Building, which
is the command center for the U.S. Armed
Forces, Rice and the others retreated to an
underground bunker. The attack was the
deadliest ever to occur on American soil.
Rice worked long days in the months afterward
to shape U.S. foreign policy. The first order of
business involved Afghanistan, which was
suspected of harboring the shadowy Islamic
fundamentalist group known as Al Qaeda. It was
founded by a Saudi exile, Osama bin Laden
(1957–), who quickly took responsibility for the
9/11 attacks. Less than a month later, U.S. forces
invaded Afghanistan. Rice also worked to create
a new policy for dealing with longtime Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein (1937–). The Bush White
House believed that Hussein had weapons of
mass destruction that could be used against the
United States. In March of 2003 the United States
invaded Iraq.
The fourth year of the Bush Administration was a
difficult one for Rice and other top White House
and Pentagon personnel. Though Hussein had
been captured and the war in Iraq was officially
declared over, U.S. troops stationed in Iraq had
become the target of repeated attacks by
insurgents. And American military operatives had
yet to capture bin Laden. In April of 2004 Rice
was called to testify before a

Condoleezza Rice testifies before the 9/11
Commssion, April 8, 2004.
AP/Wide World Photos. Reproduced by
permission.
special panel that had been set up to investigate
the 9/11 attacks, namely whether or not the
attacks could have been prevented and how
the emergency response to such an attack
could be improved. There were charges that U.S.
intelligence officials may have come across
suspicious information but failed to put the
pieces together. Rice sat before the official 9/11
Commission, in front of a barrage of television
cameras, and held her ground. "There was
nothing demonstrating or showing that
something was coming in the United States," she
asserted, according to the New York Times. "If
there had been something, we would have
acted on it."
Dreams of top NFL job
Rice lives in a luxury apartment complex in
Washington known as Watergate. Her mother
died in 1985, and her father died the same
month that Bush named her to the national
security adviser post. She attends church
regularly and is known to be close to the
President and his wife, Laura (1946–). At the
Maryland presidential retreat known as Camp
David, she has been known to watch hours of
televised sports with President Bush. Both are
dedicated football fans, and Rice has also been
known to spend an entire day on her own
watching college and pro football games.
Rice's name has been mentioned as a possible
future vice-presidential candidate. Although she
has joked that she would love to serve as
commissioner of the National Football League,
she has also said that she looks forward to
returning to teaching once her service to the
Bush White House comes to an end. "I miss my
kids," she said in the interview with Winfrey. "In a
class of 20, there are always two or three for
whom the lights go on. When that happens, I
think I've done for them what Dr. Korbel did for
me." Research more about this great American
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!
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“God can
make you
anything you
want to be,
but you have
to put
everything in
his hands".
Mahalia
Jackson

Remember - "Time is important to me because I
want to sing long enough to leave a message.
I'm used to singing in churches where nobody
would dare stop me until the Lord arrives!"
Mahalia Jackson
Today in our History – March 16, 1956 - Mahalia
Jackson made her debut on The Ed Sullivan
Show.
20th century recording artist Mahalia Jackson,
known as the Queen of Gospel, is revered as one
of the greatest musical figures in U.S. history.
Synopsis
Born on October 26, 1911, in New Orleans,
Louisiana, Mahalia Jackson started singing as a
child at Mount Moriah Baptist Church and went
on to become one of the most revered gospel
figures in the U.S. Her recording of “Move on Up a
Little Higher” was a major hit and she
subsequently became an international figure for
music lovers from a variety of backgrounds. She
worked with artists like Duke Ellington and Thomas
A. Dorsey and also sang at the 1963 March on
Washington at the request of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. She died on January 27, 1972.
Early Life
Born Mahala Jackson on October 26, 1911, in
New Orleans, Louisiana, to Charity Clark and
Johnny Jackson, she became one of gospel
music’s all-time greats, known for her rich,
powerful voice that cultivated a global following.
The young Mahala grew up in a Pitt Street shack
and started singing at 4 years old in the Mount
Moriah Baptist Church. When she started to sing
professionally, she added an "i" to her first name.
Brought up in a devout Christian family, Jackson
still found herself influenced by the secular
sounds of blues artists like Bessie Smith and Ma
Rainey. Jackson’s sanctified style of performance

would also rely upon freer movement and rhythm
when contrasted to the styles seen in more
conservative congregations.
Major Gospel Hit
After moving to Chicago as a teen with the aim
of studying nursing, Mahalia Jackson joined the
Greater Salem Baptist Church and soon became
a member of the Johnson Gospel Singers. She
performed with the group for a number of years.
Jackson then started working with Thomas A.
Dorsey, a gospel composer; the two performed
around the U.S., further cultivating an audience
for Jackson. She also took on a number of jobs -working as a laundress, beautician and flower
shop owner for example -- before her musical
career went into the stratosphere. She wed Isaac
Hockenhull in 1936, with the two later divorcing.
While she made some recordings in the 1930s,
Mahalia Jackson tasted major success with
"Move on Up a Little Higher" in 1947, which sold
millions of copies and became the highest selling
gospel single in history. She became more in
demand, making radio and television
appearances and going on tour, eventually
performing in Carnegie Hall on October 4, 1950
to a racially integrated audience. Jackson also
had a successful 1952 tour abroad in Europe,
and she was especially popular in France and
Norway. She had her own gospel program on the
CBS television network in 1954 and scored a pop
hit with "Rusty Old Halo."
An International Star
In 1956, Jackson made her debut on The Ed
Sullivan Show and in 1958 appeared at the
Newport Jazz Festival in Rhode Island, performing
with Duke Ellington and his band. Ellington and
Jackson worked together on an album released
the same year under Columbia Records titled
Black, Brown and Beige. Future Columbia
recordings from Jackson included The Power and
the Glory (1960), Silent Night: Songs for Christmas
(1962) and Mahalia (1965).
In 1959, Jackson appeared in the film Imitation of
Life. By the end of the decade, much of
Jackson’s work featured crossover production
styles; she was an international figure, with a
performance itinerary that included singing at
President John F. Kennedy’s inauguration.
Civil Rights Work
Jackson was also an active supporter of the Civil
Rights Movement. She sang at the March on
Washington at the request of her friend Dr. Martin
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Luther King, Jr. in 1963, performing “I Been ‘Buked
and I Been Scorned.” In 1966, she published her
autobiography Movin’ On Up. After King's death
in 1968, Jackson sang at his funeral and then
largely withdrew from public political activities.
In her later years, Mahalia Jackson had several
hospitalizations for severe health problems, giving
her final concert in 1971 in Munich, Germany. She
died of a heart attack on January 27, 1972.
Jackson is remembered and loved for her
impassioned delivery, her deep commitment to
spirituality and her lasting inspiration to listeners of
all faiths. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

"The
United
States has
far more
to offer
the world
than our
bombs
and
missiles
and our
military
technology." -Rep. Cynthia McKinney (US
Congress - D - GA)
Remember - "Eight generations of AfricanAmericans are still waiting to achieve their rights compensation and restitution for the hundreds of
years during which they were bought and sold
on the market. (US Congress - D - GA) - Rep.
Cynthia McKinney
Today in our History Cynthia Ann McKinney was born on March 17,
1955 in Atlanta, Georgia to parents Billy
McKinney, who was a police officer and to a
mother, Leola Christion McKinney, who was a
nurse. Her father was a political activist who
challenged his employer, the Atlanta Police
Department, for its practice of racial
discrimination. This desire to use activism in the
cause of racial justice was inherited by Cynthia
McKinney who initiated her first petition against
racism while still in school. In 1971 she challenged
a teacher at the Catholic institution for using
racist language. Meanwhile, her father, Billy

McKinney was elected to the Georgia State
Legislature in 1973 as a Democrat.
After completing St. Joseph’s High School in
Atlanta in 1973, McKinney in 1978 received a
degree in international relations from the
University of Southern California. This degree
would serve her well in the future as became
increasingly concerned about the role and
impact of U.S. foreign around the world.
McKinney then entered the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University in
Medford, Massachusetts. There she met and
Jamaican politician Coy Grandison and returned
to Jamaica with him.
McKinney’s political career began in 1986 when
her father, Billy McKinney persuaded his 31-yearold daughter become a write-in campaign for
another legislative seat. Without any
campaigning because she lived in Jamaica at
the time, and little help from other Democrats,
Cynthia McKinney still managed to get 20% of
the total vote. Two years later she decided to
mount an all-out campaign for the seat. Elected
in 1988 at the age of 33, McKinney was one of
the youngest members of the state legislature.
She and her father became the first fatherdaughter pair in the Georgia legislature.
McKinney soon became controversial in the
Georgia legislature for opposing the Gulf War
and for challenging the chamber’s dress code
by wearing slacks instead of dresses. She also
joined Georgia civil rights leaders in a lawsuit to
increase the number of black judges appointed
in the state.
In 1992, McKinney ran for Georgia’s Fourth
Congressional District seat. She won and
remained in the U.S. House of Representatives for
a decade. While in Congress McKinney was
appointed to the Armed Services Committee
and the International Relations Committee where
she served as Ranking Member on its
International Operations and Human Rights
Subcommittee. A member of the Congressional
Black Caucus, she also led the Women’s Caucus
Task Force on Children, Youth and Families.
While agreeing with most of the Clinton
administrations policies, she challenged the
Administration on the North American Free Trade
Agreement. She also called for the end of U.S.
arms sales to nations with a history of human
rights violations. She also continued to be a
strong voice for racial justice issues. She opposed
welfare reform in 1996 because she felt it would
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intensify the conditions facing impoverished
black women and children. She called for
election reform after the 2000 presidential
election partly because of what she termed the
disfranchisement of many Florida African
American voters.
In 2002, McKinney was defeated in the
Democratic Primary race by DeKalb County
Judge Denise Majette. An estimated 40,000
Republicans voted in the Democratic Primary to
defeat McKinney, angry over a controversial
interview she had given earlier that year at a
Berkeley, California radio station where she
alleged that the Bush Administration had prior
knowledge about the 9-11 attacks on the
Pentagon and World Trade Center.
In 2004, McKinney returned to Congress where
she became most noted for her criticism of the
Bush Administration for its lack of support for
Hurricane Katrina victims. In 2006 McKinney lost in
the Democratic Primary to DeKalb County
attorney Hank Johnson. On December 8, 2006, in
her last major act as a member of Congress,
McKinney introduced legislation to Impeach
President George Bush because of his conduct of
the Iraq War. Reserch more about black women
in congress and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

"You're always going to have people that are
naysayers, that don't believe in your talent, that
don't believe that you have any kind of
longevity." - Vanessa Williams
Remember - " I am lucky to have three daughters
who are completely different. I look at my
daughters and I have different relationships with

all three and there are parts of each personality
that are very special." - Vanessa Williams
Today in our History - March 18, 1963 Vanessa Lynn Williams is a Grammy nominated
singer, former beauty queen and television and
film actress. She was born on March 18, 1963 in
Bronx, New York but soon moved to a more
fashionable neighborhood. Her parents, Milton
and Helen Williams, both worked as music
teachers and so Williams and her brother Chris
were exposed to and surrounded by music from
their childhood. She was a talented musician
and learnt to play the piano, violin and French
horn by the age of 10. Other than playing,
singing and songwriting, she also trained as a
dancer and planned to become the first African
American “Rockettes” dancer. She was a
conscientious student and graduated from high
school in 1981. She won the “Presidential
Scholarship for Drama” and was one of only 12
students to gain admittance at the Carnegie
Mellon University theater arts program in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. However, she refused
their offer and chose to attend Syracuse
University in New York.
As a freshman at Syracuse, she took a job as a
receptionist and makeup artist for local
photographer Tom Chiapel for whom she later
posed as a nude model. However, she was not
happy with the results of the shoot and did not
give permission for publication. While she was
studying theater and music at Syracuse, she was
offered a candidacy in the “Miss Greater
Syracuse pageant” which she initially hesitated
to accept, but later did and won with ease. In
1983, she was crowned Miss New York and just 6
months later, she made history by being crowned
the first African American “Miss America”. She
shot to fame overnight, receiving offers for
dozens of product endorsements, $25,000
scholarship prize money and lines of interviews
and magazine spreads.
Vanessa is the first African American recipient of
the Miss America title when she was crowned
Miss America 1984 in September 1983. Several
weeks before the end of her reign, however, a
scandal arose when Penthouse magazine
bought and published unauthorized nude
photographs of Vanessa. Vanessa was pressured
to relinquish her title, and was succeeded by the
first runner-up, Miss New Jersey 1983, Suzette
Charles. Thirty-two years later, in September 2015,
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when Vanessa served as head judge for the Miss
America 2016 pageant, former Miss America
CEO Sam Haskell made a public apology to her
for the events of 1984
Unfortunately, however, her fame was rocked by
an equally dreadful scandal. The nude photos of
her which Chiapel had earlier taken were
published in “Penthouse” magazine. This was a
huge setback for her career, as the Miss America
pageant board asked her to resign her post, and
most, if not all of her product endorsements were
withdrawn. She was officially allowed to keep her
title but requested not to attend next year’s
coronation ceremony. She filed a $500 million
lawsuit against Penthouse but later dropped it
after several months of futile litigation. She also
dropped out of university and chose to try to set
her career back on track. Initially, it seemed too
daunting a task as she only received minor roles
because of her tarnished reputation. However,
her public relations expert Ramon Hervey II, who
was later to become her husband, managed to
find her a worthy role in the 1987 movie “The
Pickup Artist” also starring Molly Ringwald and
Robert Downey, Jr.
Williams then signed a record contract with
PolyGram and released her first album titled “The
Right Stuff” in 1988. The album was certified Gold
and won her the “Best New Female Artist” award
from the NAACP. Her second album, “The
Comfort Zone,” was released in 1991 and was a
phenomenal success. It went triple platinum and
received 5 Grammy nominations. The song “Save
the Best for Last” from this album is her most
popular song to date. Her third album “The
Sweetest Days” was released in 1994. It went
platinum and received 2 Grammy nominations.
All in all, she has 11 Grammy nominations but no
wins.
Williams has also appeared in a wide range of
television shows and films. Her TV roles include the
role of Wilhelmina Slater in “Ugly Betty” and
Renee Filmore-Jones in “Desperate Housewives”.
Her popular film roles include “Eraser”, “Soul
Food”, “Hannah Montana: The Movie” and
“Temptation: Confessions of a Marriage
Counselor”. She has also worked in theatre, and
some of her shows include the musicals “Kiss of
the Spider Woman” and “Into the Woods” as well
as Tony Award nominated play “The Trip to
Bountiful”.

Vanessa Williams has been married twice, first to
her agent Ramon Hervey II, with whom she had
three children, from 1987 to 1997. Next she
married an NBA basketball player named Rick
Fox. The marriage lasted from 1999 to 2004 and
produced one child. The 51-year-old actress has
recently announced her third engagement to an
accountant named Jim Skip. Research more
about this American Shero T.V. Star, Movie Star,
Theather Star, Model and Songbird. Oscar,
Emmy, Tony and Eight GOLD Albums. Share with
your babies and make it a champion day!

“If you were Jewish, African American,
Japanese, or Chinese, you lived in that
neighborhood,” - Lydia Sims
Remember - “They dreamed of a place where
you’d be able to send a kid to whatever school
you wanted, you’d be able to buy a house
wherever you could afford," - Lydia Sims
Today in our History - March 19, 1969 - The
Spokane, WA Community Action Council
elected James Sims president.
During World War II, Lydia Sims moved from
Newark, New Jersey, to Spokane with her
husband, James Sims, an Army Air Force soldier
stationed at Geiger Airfield. At the end of the
war, the Sims family decided to remain in
Spokane. For 10 years they lived in the Garden
Springs housing project, a complex in west
Spokane inhabited primarily by former military
families. There they raised their sons, James
McCormick and twins Ron and Donald. Lydia
Sims’s political views were strongly influenced by
racial discrimination, which she vehemently
opposed. In the 1960s, as a student at Eastern
Washington University, she participated in a
movement to desegregate schools in Cheney,
Washington. Later, she served on the state’s
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Human Rights Coalition, the League of Women
Voters, the Human Rights Council, and the
Washington State Advisory Committee of the U.S.
Civil Rights Commission.
In the late 1960s, she became personnel director
of the Spokane Community Action Council, an
agency that managed Head Start and various
community centers. In 1975 she became the
city’s affirmative action specialist, and in 1976
joined the newly established Spokane City
Affirmative Action Department. She was
eventually appointed human resources director
for the city of Spokane, the first African American
department manager in that city’s history. In this
position Sims helped African Americans, women,
and other minority groups find opportunities in
Spokane’s job market. In the 1980s, Sims became
the first African American female branch
president of the Spokane National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).
After serving in the military, James Sims, who had
a bachelor’s degree from Lincoln University and
a master’s in history from Gonzaga University,
applied for a position with the Washington state
Office of Community Development. Although he
excelled in the civil service exam for the position,
the state denied Sims the job. Sims enlisted the
help of renowned Spokane civil rights attorney
Carl Maxey and sued the state. He won the case
and was employed as a state social worker. He
later worked with state employees as a union
organizer.
In the 1950s, James Sims served as a minister at
the Calvary Baptist Church, and in the mid-1960s,
he became pastor of the New Hope Baptist
Church. In 1956 Sims was elected president of the
Spokane NAACP, replacing James Chase. As
president, he often publicly criticized the city for
its reluctance to hire African Americans. Sims also
exposed restaurants, hotels, automobile repair
shops, and banks for not hiring blacks. On March
19, 1969, the Spokane Community Action Council
elected Sims president partly because of his year
long campaign to get city agencies to hire
African Americans.
After James Sims’s death in the 1990s, Lydia Sims
retired to Edmonds, Washington, and continued
her advocacy. In 2000, with her son, King County
Executive Ron Sims, she co-launched the Healthy
Aging Partnership, an information and assistance
line for the elderly at the Central Area Senior
Center in King County. Lydia Sims died on June

23, 2012. Research more thid great american
and share with your babise. Make it a champion
day!

It is not the
intelligent
woman v. the
ignorant woman;
nor the white
woman v. the
black, the brown,
and the red, it is
not even the
cause of woman
v. man. Nay, tis
woman's
strongest
vindication for
speaking that the
world needs to
hear her voice. Anna Julia Cooper
Remember - The old, subjective, stagnant,
indolent and wretched life for woman has gone.
She has as many resources as men, as many
activities beckon her on. As large possibilities
swell and inspire her heart. - Anna Julia Cooper
Today in our History - March 20, 1887 - Anna Julia
Cooper and George C. Cooper who was also a
former slave in, 1877
Anna Julia Cooper was born in Raleigh, North
Carolina on August 10, 1858. Cooper was the
eldest of two daughters born to an enslaved
black woman, Hannah Stanley and her white
master George Washington Haywood (Rashidi,
2002). According to Rashidi (2002) "Cooper
possessed an unrelenting passion for learning
and a sincere conviction that black women were
equipped to follow intellectual pursuits (on-line)."
This was a claim that seemed reasonable,
because at the age of seven, Cooper was
accepted into a teacher's training program at St.
Augustine's Normal School and Collegiate
Institute, a placement that required prior
academic training (Biography Resource Center,
2001 (BRC), 2001).
Cooper eventually graduated to the teachers
level and married George C. Cooper who was

also a former slave in, 1877. She was forced to
leave her teaching position because of her
marriage, which was quite an unfortunate
situation because her husband died two years
later (BRC, 2001). Cooper never remarried.
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Although she was born into slavery, she had no
recollection of the events of her slavery as a
child, but she does recall events from the civil
war as well as the earlier stages or the feminist
movement. Cooper declared herself "the voice
of the South (BRC, 2001, on-line, extracted
10/30/2002),"because during the "fledging" of the
feminist movement, it all but ignored minority
women. According to the BRC (2001) when
Cooper's first book "A Voice from the South by a
Black Woman of the South" was released to the
public, it was declared the first work of an African
American feminist.
Cooper died of a heart attack on February 27,
1964 at the age of 105 in Washington, D.C. (BRC,
2001). She lived an eventful life that lead her from
the belly of slavery to the dawn of the civil rights
movement lead by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
other prominent black leaders of the time.
Cooper wrote two additional books from the one
mentioned earlier, "L'Attitude de la France a
l'Egard de l'Esclavage pendant la Revolution"
and "Le Pelerinage de Charlemagne: Voyage a
Jerusalem et a Constantinople."
Cooper's life is one that exemplifies an individual
committed to social change and anyone's ability
to overcome the obstacles of sexism and or
racism and this is why her work as a "scholar,
educator, and activist is evidence of the
tremendous energy demanded of those who
wanted to create change in the black
community during the tumultuous period in which
she lived" - Research more about this proud
America hero and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

took the gold in 44.5 seconds after setting a
world record of 44.4 seconds in the semifinals.

"I believe
in me
more than
anything
in this
world."
Wilma
Rudolph

Remember - "Never underestimate the power of
dreams and the influence of the human spirit. We
are all the same in this notion: The potential for
greatness lives within each of us. - "Wilma
Rudolph
Today in our History - March 21, 1973 - Wilma
Rudolph voted into the Black Athletes Hall of
Fame in 1973.
Wilma Rudolph was a sight to behold. At 5-foot11 and 130 pounds, she was lightning fast. Wilma
watchers in the late 1950s and early '60s were
admonished: don't blink. You might miss her. And
that would be a shame.
Wilma Rudolph was the first American woman to
win three gold medals in one Olympics.
At the 1960 Rome Olympics, Rudolph became
"the fastest woman in the world" and the first
American woman to win three gold medals in
one Olympics. She won the 100- and 200-meter
races and anchored the U.S. team to victory in
the 4 x 100-meter relay, breaking records along
the way.
In the 100, she tied the world record of 11.3
seconds in the semifinals, then won the final by
three yards in 11.0. However, because of a 2.75meter per second wind -- above the acceptable
limit of two meters per second -- she didn't
receive credit for a world record. In the 200, she
broke the Olympic record in the opening heat in
23.2 seconds and won the final in 24.0 seconds.
In the relay, Rudolph, despite a poor baton pass,
overtook Germany's anchor leg, and the
Americans, all women from Tennessee State,
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Rudolph's Olympic performances (she also won a
bronze medal at age 16 in the relay at
Melbourne in 1956) were spectacular. But it is the
story of how she got there that makes her
accomplishments legendary.
She was born prematurely on June 23, 1940 in St.
Bethlehem, Tenn. She weighed 4 1/2 pounds. The
bulk of her childhood was spent in bed. She
suffered from double pneumonia, scarlet fever
and later she contacted polio. After losing the
use of her left leg, she was fitted with metal leg
braces when she was 6.
"I spent most of my time trying to figure out how
to get them off," she said. "But when you come
from a large, wonderful family, there's always a
way to achieve your goals."
Rudolph grew up in a poor family, the 20th of her
father Ed's 22 children (from two marriages).
Although she never shared a home with all her
siblings and half-siblings at once, there were still
plenty of brothers and sisters to serve as "lookouts"
if she mischievously removed her braces.
Her brothers and sisters took turns massaging her
crippled leg every day. Once a week her mother
Blanche, a domestic worker, drove her 90 miles
roundtrip to a Nashville hospital for therapy.
Years of treatment and a determination to be a
"normal kid" worked. Despite whooping cough,
measles and chicken pox, Rudolph was out of
her leg braces at age 9 and soon became a
budding basketball star.
When she was 11, her brothers set up a
basketball hoop in the yard. "After that," her
mother said, "it was basketball, basketball,
basketball."
At the all-African American Burt High School,
Rudolph played on the girls' basketball team,
where her coach, C.C. Gray, gave her the
nickname, "Skeeter."
"You're little, you're fast and you always get in my
way," he said.
Rudolph became an all-state player, setting a
state record of 49 points in one game. Then Ed
Temple came calling.
Temple, the Tennessee State track coach, asked
Gray to form a girls' track team so he could turn

one of the forwards into a sprinter. And Wilma
was the one.
She had natural ability she couldn't explain. "I
don't know why I run so fast," she said. "I just run."
She loved it enough to begin attending Temple's
daily college practices while still in high school.
Temple's dedication was inspiring. He was a
sociology professor at Tennessee State and
unpaid coach. He drove the team to meets in his
own car and had the school track, an unmarked
and unsurfaced dirt oval, lined at his own
expense.
But Temple was no soft touch. He made the girls
run an extra lap for every minute they were late
to practice. Rudolph once overslept practice by
30 minutes and was made to run 30 extra laps.
The next day she was sitting on the track 30
minutes early.
Unity and teamwork were Temple's passions. He
reminded reporters after Rudolph became
famous that there were three other gold
medalists on the platform with her during the
relay event. Almost the entire 1960 Olympic
team, coached by Temple, came from his
Tennessee State team.
Rudolph didn't forget her teammates, either. She
said her favorite event was the relay because
she got to stand on the platform with them.
Regardless, the press and fans in Rome flocked
to her.
The newspapers called her "The Black Pearl" and
"The Black Gazelle." After the Olympics, when the
team competed in Greece, England, Holland
and Germany, it was the charming, beautiful
Rudolph, fans wanted to watch perform.
Sports Illustrated reported that mounted police
had to keep back her admirers in Cologne. In
Berlin, fans stole her shoes then surrounded her
bus and beat on it with their fists until she waved.
"She's done more for her country than what the
U.S. could have paid her for," Temple said.
She did more than promote her country. In her
soft-spoken, gracious manner, she paved the
way for African American athletes, both men
and women, who came later.
When she returned from Rome, Tennessee Gov.
Buford Ellington, who was elected as "an oldfashioned segregationist," planned to head her
welcome home celebration. Rudolph said she
would not attend a segregated event.
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Rudolph's parade and banquet were the first
integrated events in her hometown of Clarksville.
Rudolph especially inspired young African
American female athletes. Most notable was
Florence Griffith Joyner, the next woman to win
three gold medals in one Olympics (1988).
"It was a great thrill for me to see," Rudolph said. "I
thought I'd never get to see that. Florence Griffith
Joyner -- every time she ran, I ran."
Bob Kersee, husband and coach of Jackie
Joyner-Kersee, said Rudolph was the greatest
influence for African American women athletes
that he knows. His wife went further. "She was
always in my corner," said Joyner-Kersee, winner
of six Olympic medals. "If I had a problem, I could
call her at home. It was like talking to someone
you knew for a lifetime."
Rudolph touched Olympians and non-Olympians
alike. She had four kids of her own and in her
post-Olympic years she worked as a track coach
at Indiana's DePauw University and served as a
U.S. goodwill ambassador to French West Africa.
She said her greatest accomplishment was
creating the Wilma Rudolph Foundation, a notfor-profit, community-based amateur sports
program.
"I tell them that the most important aspect is to
be yourself and have confidence in yourself," she
said. "I remind them the triumph can't be had
without the struggle."
Honors kept coming for Rudolph. She was voted
into the Black Athletes Hall of Fame in 1973 and
the National Track and Field Hall of Fame in 1974.
NBC made a movie about her life from her
autobiography, "Wilma."
Rudolph died of brain cancer at age 54 on Nov.
12, 1994 in Nashville. Her extraordinary calm and
grace are what people remember most about
her. Said Bill Mulliken, a 1960 Olympics teammate
of Rudolph's: "She was beautiful, she was nice,
and she was the best." Research more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

"Mistakes are a fact of life. It is the response to
the error that counts." - Nikki Giovanni
Remember - "When you are skinning your
customers, you should leave some skin on to
grow again so that you can skin them again." Nikki Giovanni
Today in our History - March 22, 1967 - The book,
Black Feeling, Black Talk, goes over the million
selling mark in December 1967.
On June 7, 1943, Yolanda Cornelia "Nikki"
Giovanni was born in Knoxville, Tennessee and
raised in Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1960, she entered
Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee, where she
worked with the school's Writer's Workshop and
edited the literary magazine. After receiving her
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1967, she organized
the Black Arts Festival in Cincinnati before
entering graduate school at the University of
Pennsylvania and Columbia University.
In her first two collections, Black Feeling, Black
Talk (Harper Perennial, 1968) and Black
Judgement (Broadside Press, 1969), Giovanni
reflects on the African American identity.
Recently, she has published Bicycles: Love Poems
(William Morrow, 2009); Acolytes (HarperCollins,
2007); The Collected Poetry of Nikki Giovanni:
1968-1998 (2003); Quilting the Black-Eyed Pea:
Poems and Not-Quite Poems (2002); Blues For All
the Changes: New Poems (1999); Love Poems
(1997); and Selected Poems of Nikki Giovanni
(University Press of Mississippi, 1996).
A lung cancer survivor, Giovanni has also
contributed an introduction to the anthology
Breaking the Silence: Inspirational Stories of Black
Cancer Survivors (Hilton Publishing, 2005). Her
honors include the Reverend Martin Luther King
Jr. Award for Dedication and Commitment to
Service in 2009, three NAACP Image Awards for
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Literature in 1998, the Langston Hughes award for
Distinguished Contributions to Arts and Letters in
1996, as well as more than twenty honorary
degrees from national colleges and universities.
She has been given keys to more than a dozen
cities, including New York, Los Angeles, Dallas,
Miami, and New Orleans. Several magazines
have named Giovanni Woman of the Year,
including Essence, Mademoiselle, Ebony, and
Ladies Home Journal. She was the first recipient
of the Rosa Parks Woman of Courage Award.
She has served as poetry judge for the National
Book Awards and was a finalist for a Grammy
Award in the category of Spoken Word. She is
currently Professor of English and Gloria D. Smith
Professor of Black Studies at Virginia Tech, where
she has taught since 1987.
Virginia Tech shooting
Seung-Hui Cho, the mass murderer who killed 32
people in the April 16, 2007 Virginia Tech
shooting, was a student in one of Giovanni's
poetry classes. Describing him as "mean" and
"menacing", she approached the department
chair to have Cho taken out of her class, and
said she was willing to resign rather than continue
teaching him. She stated that, upon hearing of
the shooting, she immediately suspected that
Cho might be the shooter.
Giovanni was asked by Virginia Tech president
Charles Steger to give a convocation speech at
the April 17 memorial service for the shooting
victims (she was asked by Steger at 5pm on the
day of the shootings, giving her less than 24 hours
to prepare the speech). She expressed that she
usually feels very comfortable delivering
speeches, but worried that her emotion would
get the best of her. On April 17, 2007, at the
Virginia Tech Convocation commemorating the
April 16 Virginia Tech massacre, Giovanni closed
the ceremony with a chant poem, intoning:
“We know we did nothing to deserve it. But
neither does a child in Africa dying of AIDS.
Neither do the invisible children walking the night
awake to avoid being captured by a rogue
army. Neither does the baby elephant watching
his community being devastated for ivory.
Neither does the Mexican child looking for fresh
water.... We are Virginia Tech.... We will prevail."
Her speech also sought to express the idea that
really terrible things happen to good people: "I
would call it, in terms of writing, in terms of poetry,
it's a laundry list. Because all you're doing is: This is

who we are, and this is what we think, and this is
what we feel, and this is why - you know?... I just
wanted to admit, you know, that we didn't
deserve this, and nobody does. And so I wanted
to link our tragedy, in every sense, you know we're no different from anything else that has
hurt...."
She thought that ending with a thrice-repeated
"We will prevail" would be anticlimactic, and she
wanted to connect back with the beginning, for
balance. So, shortly before going onstage, she
added a closing: "We are Virginia Tech." Her
performance produced a sense of unity and
received a fifty-four second standing ovation
from the over-capacity audience in Cassell
Coliseum, including then-President George W.
Bush.
The Civil Rights Movement and Black Power
movements inspired her early poetry that was
collected in Black Feeling, Black Talk (1967),
which sold over ten thousand copies in its first
year, Black Judgement (1968), selling six
thousand copies in three months, and Re:
Creation (1970). All three of these early works
aided in establishing Giovanni as a new voice for
African Americans. (30) In "After Mecca”:
Women Poets and the Black Arts Movement,
Cheryl Clarke cites Giovanni as a woman poet
who became a significant part of the Civil Rights
and Black Power Movement. Giovanni is
commonly praised as one of the best African
American poets emerging from the 1960s Black
Power and Black Arts Movements. Her early
poetry that was collected in the late 1960s and
early 1970s are seen as radical as and more
militant than her later work. Her poems are
described as being "politically, spiritually, and
socially aware". Evie Shockley describes Giovanni
as "epitomizing the defiant, unapologetically
political, unabashedly Afrocentric, BAM ethos".
Her work is described as conveying "urgency in
expressing the need for Black awareness, unity,
[and] solidarity." Giovanni herself takes great
pride in being a "Black American, a daughter,
mother, and a Professor of English". (29) She has
since written more than two dozen books,
including volumes of poetry, illustrated children's
books, and three collections of essays. Her work is
said to speak to all ages, and she strives to make
her work easily accessible and understood by
both adults and children. (29) Her writing has
been heavily inspired by African American
activists and artists. Issues of race, gender,
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sexuality, and the African American family also
have influenced her work. Her book Love Poems
(1997) was written in memory of Tupac Shakur,
and she has stated that she would "rather be with
the thugs than the people who are complaining
about them."[22] Additionally, in 2007 she wrote a
children’s picture book titled Rosa, which centers
on the life of Civil Rights leader Rosa Parks. In
addition to this book reaching number three on
the New York Best Seller list, it also received the
Caldecott Honors Award along with its illustrator
Brian Collier, receiving the Coretta Scott King
award. (29)
Giovanni is often interviewed regarding themes
pertaining to her poetry such as gender and
race. In an interview entitled "I am Black, Female,
Polite", Peter Bailey questions her regarding the
role of gender and race in the poetry she writes.
The interview looks specifically at the critically
acclaimed poem, "Nikki-Rosa", and questions
whether it is reflective of her own childhood
experiences as well as the experiences in her
community. In the interview, Giovanni stresses
that she did not like constantly reading the trope
of the black family as a tragedy and that "NikkiRosa" demonstrates the experiences that she
witnessed in her communities.[23] Specifically the
poem deals with black folk culture, and touches
on such issues as alcoholism and domestic
violence, and such issues as not having an indoor
bathroom. (30)
Giovanni's poetry in the late 1960s and early
1970s addressed black womanhood and black
manhood amongst other themes. In a book she
co-wrote with James Baldwin entitled A
Dialogue, the two authors speak blatantly about
the status of the black male in the household.
Baldwin challenges Giovanni's opinion on the
representation of black women as the
“breadwinners” in the household. Baldwin states,
“A man is not a woman. And whether he’s wrong
or right.... Look, if we’re living in the same house
and you’re my wife or my woman, I have to be
responsible for that house.". Conversely, Giovanni
recognizes the black man’s strength, whether or
not he is "responsible" for the home or
economically advantaged. The interview makes
it clear that regardless of who is "responsible" for
the home, the black woman and black man
should be dependent on one another. Such
themes appeared throughout her early poetry
which focused on race and gender dynamics in
the black community.

Giovanni tours nationwide and frequently speaks
out against hate-motivated violence. At a 1999
Martin Luther King Day event, she recalled the
1998 murders of James Byrd, Jr. and Matthew
Shepard: "What's the difference between
dragging a black man behind a truck in Jasper,
Texas, and beating a white boy to death in
Wyoming because he's gay?"[26]
Those Who Ride the Night Winds (1983)
acknowledged black figures. Giovanni collected
her essays in the 1988 volume Sacred Cows ...
and Other Edibles. Her more recent works include
Acolytes, a collection of 80 new poems, and On
My Journey Now. Acolytes is her first published
volume since her 2003 Collected Poems. The
work is a celebration of love and recollection
directed at friends and loved ones and it recalls
memories of nature, theater, and the glories of
children. However, Giovanni's fiery persona still
remains a constant undercurrent in Acolytes, as
some of the most serious verse links her own life
struggles (being a black woman and a cancer
survivor) to the wider frame of African-American
history and the continual fight for equality.
Giovanni's collection Bicycles: Love Poems (2009)
is a companion work to her 1997 Love Poems.
They touch on the deaths of both her mother
and her sister, as well as the massacre on the
Virginia Tech campus. “Tragedy and trauma are
the wheels” of the bicycle. The first poem
("Blacksburg Under Siege: 21 August 2006") and
the last poem ("We Are Virginia Tech") reflect this.
Giovanni chose the title of the collection as a
metaphor for love itself, "because love requires
trust and balance."
In Chasing Utopia: A Hybrid (2013), Giovanni
describes falling off of a bike and her mother
saying, "Come here, Nikki and I will pick you up."
She has explained that it was comforting to hear
her mother say this, and that "it took me the
longest to realize – no, she made me get up
myself." Chasing Utopia continues as a hybrid
(poetry and prose) work about food as a
metaphor and as a connection to the memory
of her mother, sister, and grandmother. The
theme of the work is love relationships.
In 2004, Giovanni was nominated for the
Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album at
the 46th Annual Grammy Awards for her album
The Nikki Giovanni Poetry Collection. This was a
collection of poems that she read against the
backdrop of gospel music. (29) She also featured
on the track "Ego Trip by Nikki Giovanni" on
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Blackalicious's 2000 album Nia. In November
2008, a song cycle of her poems, Sounds That
Shatter the Staleness in Lives by Adam Hill, was
premiered as part of the Soundscapes Chamber
Music Series in Taos, New Mexico.
She was commissioned by National Public Radio's
All Things Considered to create an inaugural
poem for President Barack Obama. Giovanni
read poetry at the Lincoln Memorial as a part of
the bi-centennial celebration of Lincoln's birth on
February 12, 2009. Research more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

"Greatness is
not measured
by what a
man or
woman
accomplishes,
but by the
opposition he
or she has
overcome to
reach his
goals." Dorothy
Height
REMEMBER - "We've got to work to save our
children and do it with full respect for the fact
that if we do not, no one else is going to do it." Dorothy Height
Today in our History - Dorothy Irene Height (March
24, 1912 – April 20, 2010 was an American
administrator and educator who worked as a
civil rights and women's rights activist, specifically
focused on the issues of African American
women, including unemployment, illiteracy, and
voter awareness. She was the president of the
National Council of Negro Women for forty years
and was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1994 and the Congressional Gold
Medal in 2004.
Dorothy Height was born in Richmond, Virginia.
When she was 5 years old, she moved with her
family to Rankin, Pennsylvania, a steel town in the

suburbs of Pittsburgh, where she graduated from
Rankin High School in 1929. Height received a
scholarship from the Elks, which helped her to
attend college. She was admitted to Barnard
College in 1929, but upon arrival was denied
entrance because the school had an unwritten
policy of admitting only two black students per
year. She enrolled instead at New York University,
earning an undergraduate degree in 1932 and a
master's degree in educational psychology the
following year. She pursued further postgraduate
work at Columbia University and the New York
School of Social Work (the predecessor of the
Columbia University School of Social Work).
Height started working as a caseworker with the
New York City Welfare Department, and at the
age of 25, she began a career as a civil rights
activist, joining the National Council of Negro
Women. She fought for equal rights for both
African Americans and women. In 1944 she
joined the national staff of the YWCA. She was
also an active member of Delta Sigma Theta
sorority, throughout her life, developing
leadership training programs and ecumenical
education programs. She was initiated at Rho
Chapter at Columbia University. She served as
national president of the sorority from 1947 to
1956.
In 1957, Height was named president of the
National Council of Negro Women, a position she
held until 1997. During the 1960s Civil Rights
Movement, she organized "Wednesdays in
Mississippi," which brought together black and
white women from the North and South to create
a dialogue of understanding. Height was also a
founding member of the Council for United Civil
Rights Leadership. In his autobiography, civil rights
leader James Farmer described Height as one of
the "Big Six" of the Civil Rights Movement but
noted that her role was frequently ignored by the
press due to sexism.
American leaders regularly took her counsel,
including First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.
[clarification needed] Height encouraged
President Dwight D. Eisenhower to desegregate
schools and President Lyndon B. Johnson to
appoint African-American women to positions in
government. In the mid-1960s, she wrote a
column called "A Woman's Word" for the weekly
African American newspaper the New York
Amsterdam News, and her first column appeared
in the issue of March 20, 1965, on page 8.
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Height served on a number of committees,
including as a consultant on African affairs to the
Secretary of State, the President's Committee on
the Employment of the Handicapped, and the
President's Committee on the Status of Women.
In 1974, she was named to the National
Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects
of Biomedical and Behavioral Research, which
published the Belmont Report a response to the
infamous "Tuskegee Syphilis Study" and an
international ethical touchstone for researchers
to this day.
In 1990, Height, along with 15 other African
Americans, formed the African American
Women for Reproductive Freedom. Height was
recognized by Barnard for her achievements as
an honorary alumna during the college's
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the
Brown v. Board of Education decision in 2004.
The musical stage play, If This Hat Could Talk,
based on her memoir, Open Wide the Freedom
Gates, debuted in 2005. The work showcases her
unique perspective on the civil rights movement
and details many of the behind-the-scenes
figures and mentors who shaped her life,
including Mary McLeod Bethune and Eleanor
Roosevelt.
Height was the chairperson of the Executive
Committee of the Leadership Conference on
Civil Rights, the largest civil rights for women's
rights organization in the USA. She was an
honored guest at the inauguration of President
Barack Obama on January 20, 2009 and was
seated on the stage.
She attended the National Black Family Reunion
that was celebrated on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C., every year until her death in
2010. According to a family history DNA analysis
performed by African Ancestry Inc., Height's
maternal line has a root among the Temne
people of modern-day Sierra Leone. Dorothy
Height was never married and never had
children. On March 25, 2010, Height was
admitted to Howard University Hospital in
Washington D.C. for unspecified reasons. She
died six weeks later, on April 20, 2010, at the age
of 98. Her funeral service at the Washington
National Cathedral on April 29, 2010 was
attended by President Barack Obama and First
Lady Michelle Obama, as well as many other
dignitaries and notable people. She was later
buried at Fort Lincoln Cemetery in Colmar Manor,

Maryland. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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man who enslaved him and his mother. Her
mother, Elizabeth, was a cook and was enslaved
by the same man as her husband was. Both kept
working for him after emancipation. Her father
got involved in politics and became a trustee of
Rust College, a freedman's school, which Ida
attended.
A yellow fever epidemic orphaned Wells at 16
when her parents and some of her brothers and
sisters died.
To support her surviving brothers and sisters, she
became a teacher for $25 a month, leading the
school to believe that she was already 18 in order
to obtain the job.
Education and Early Career
In 1880, after seeing her brothers placed as
apprentices, she moved with her two younger
sisters to live with a relative in Memphis.

"No nation, savage or civilized, save only the
United States of America, has confessed its
inability to protect its women save by hanging,
shooting, and burning alleged offenders." - Ida B.
Wells
Remember - "There is nothing we can do about
the lynching now, as we are out-numbered and
without arms." - Ida B. Wells
Today in our History - Ida B. Wells-Barnett, known
for much of her public career as Ida B. Wells, was
an anti-lynching activist, a muckraking journalist,
a lecturer, and a militant activist for racial justice.
She lived from July 16, 1862 to March 25, 1931.
Born into slavery, Wells-Barnett went to work as a
teacher when she had to support her family after
her parents died in an epidemic. She wrote on
racial justice for Memphis newspapers as a
reporter and newspaper owner.
She was forced to leave town when a mob
attacked her offices in retaliation for writing
against an 1892 lynching.
After briefly living in New York, she moved to
Chicago, where she married and became
involved in local racial justice reporting and
organizing. She maintained her militancy and
activism throughout her life.
Early Life
Ida B. Wells was enslaved at birth. She was born
in Holly Springs, Mississippi, six months before the
Emancipation Proclamation. Her father, James
Wells, was a carpenter who was the son of the

There, she obtained a teaching position at a
black school, and began taking classes at Fisk
University in Nashville during summers.
Wells also began writing for the Negro Press
Association. She became editor of a weekly,
Evening Star, and then of Living Way, writing
under the pen name Iola. Her articles were
reprinted in other black newspapers around the
country.
In 1884, while riding in the ladies' car on a trip to
Nashville, Wells was forcibly removed from that
car and forced into a colored-only car, even
though she had a first-class ticket. She sued the
railroad, the Chesapeake and Ohio, and won a
settlement of $500. In 1887, the Tennessee
Supreme Court overturned the verdict, and Wells
had to pay court costs of $200.
Wells began writing more on racial injustice and
she became a reporter for, and part owner of,
Memphis Free Speech. She was particularly
outspoken on issues involving the school system,
which still employed her. In 1891, after one
particular series, in which she had been
particularly critical (including of a white school
board member she alleged was involved in an
affair with a black woman), her teaching
contract was not renewed.
Wells increased her efforts in writing, editing, and
promoting the newspaper.
She continued her outspoken criticism of racism.
She created a new stir when she endorsed

violence as a means of self-protection and
retaliation.
Lynching in Memphis
Lynching in that time had become one common
means by which African Americans were
intimidated. Nationally, in about 200 lynchings
each year, about two-thirds of the victims were
black men, but the percentage was much higher
in the South.
In Memphis in 1892, three black businessmen
established a new grocery store, cutting into the
business of white-owned businesses nearby. After
increasing harassment, there was an incident
where the business owners fired on some people
breaking into the store. The three men were
jailed, and nine self-appointed deputies took
them from the jail and lynched them.
Anti-Lynching Crusade
One of the lynched men, Tom Moss, was the
father of Ida B.
Wells' goddaughter, and Wells knew him and his
partners to be upstanding citizens. She used the
paper to denounce the lynching, and to endorse
economic retaliation by the black community
against white-owned businesses as well as the
segregated public transportation system. She
also promoted the idea that African Americans
should leave Memphis for the newly opened
Oklahoma territory, visiting and writing about
Oklahoma in her paper. She bought herself a
pistol for self-defense.
She also wrote against lynching in general. In
particular, the white community became
incensed when she published an editorial
denouncing the myth that black men raped
white women, and her allusion to the idea that
white women might consent to a relationship
with black men was particularly offensive to the
white community.
Wells was out of town when a mob invaded the
paper's offices and destroyed the presses,
responding to a call in a white-owned paper.
Wells heard that her life was threatened if she
returned, and so she went to New York, self-styled
as a "journalist in exile."
Anti-Lynching Journalist in Exile
Ida B. Wells continued writing newspaper articles
at New York Age, where she exchanged the
subscription list of Memphis Free Speech for a
part ownership in the paper. She also wrote
pamphlets and spoke widely against lynching.
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In 1893, Wells went to Great Britain, returning
again the next year. There, she spoke about
lynching in America, found significant support for
anti-lynching efforts, and saw the organization of
the British Anti-Lynching Society.
She was able to debate Frances Willard during
her 1894 trip; Wells had been denouncing a
statement of Willard's that tried to gain support
for the temperance movement by asserting that
the black community was opposed to
temperance, a statement that raised the image
of drunken black mobs threatening white women
-- a theme that played into lynching defense.
Move to Chicago
On returning from her first British trip, Wells moved
to Chicago. There, she worked with Frederick
Douglass and a local lawyer and editor,
Frederick Barnett, in writing an 81-page booklet
about the exclusion of black participants from
most of the events around the Colmbian
Exposition.
She met and married Frederick Barnett who was
a widower. Together they had four children, born
in 1896, 1897, 1901 and 1904, and she helped
raise his two children from his first marriage. She
also wrote for his newspaper, the Chicago
Conservator.
In 1895 Wells-Barnett published A Red Record:
Tabulated Statistics and Alleged Causes of
Lynchings in the United States 1892 - 1893 - 1894.
She documented that lynchings were not,
indeed, caused by black men raping white
women.
From 1898-1902, Wells-Barnett served as secretary
of the National Afro-American Council. In 1898,
she was part of a delegation to President William
McKinley to seek justice after the lynching in
South Carolina of a black postman.
In 1900, she spoke for woman suffrage, and
worked with another Chicago woman, Jane
Addams, to defeat an attempt to segregate
Chicago's public-school system.
In 1901, the Barnetts bought the first house east of
State Street to be owned by a black family.
Despite harassment and threats, they continued
to live in the neighborhood.
Wells-Barnett was a founding member of the
NAACP in 1909, but withdrew her membership,
criticizing the organization for not being militant
enough. In her writing and lectures, she often
criticized middle-class blacks including ministers

for not being active enough in helping the poor
in the black community.
In 1910, Wells-Barnett helped found and became
president of the Negro Fellowship League, which
established a settlement house in Chicago to
serve the many African Americans newly arrived
from the South. She worked for the city as a
probation officer from 1913-1916, donating most
of her salary to the organization. But with
competition from other groups, the election of
an unfriendly city administration, and WellsBarnett's poor health, the League closed its doors
in 1920.
Woman Suffrage
In 1913, Wells-Barnett organized the Alpha
Suffrage League, an organization of African
American women supporting woman suffrage.
She was active in protesting the strategy of the
National American Woman Suffrage Association,
the largest pro-suffrage group, on participation
of African Americans and how they treated
racial issues. The NAWSA generally made
participation of African Americans invisible -even while claiming that no African American
women had applied for membership -- so as to
try to win votes for suffrage in the South. By
forming the Alpha Suffrage League, Wells-Barnett
made clear that the exclusion was deliberate,
and that African American women and men did
support woman suffrage, even knowing that
other laws and practices that barred African
American men from voting would also affect
women.
A major suffrage demonstration in Washington,
DC, timed to align with the presidential
inauguration of Woodrow Wilson, asked that
African American supporters march at the back
of the line. Many African American suffragists, like
Mary Church Terrell, agreed, for strategic reasons
after initial attempts to change the minds of the
leadership -- but not Ida B. Wells-Barnett. She
inserted herself into the march with the Illinois
delegation, after the march started, and the
delegation welcomed her. The leadership of the
march simply ignored her action.
Wider Equality Efforts
Also in 1913, Ida B. Wells-Barnett was part of a
delegation to see President Wilson to urge nondiscrimination in federal jobs. She was elected as
chair of the Chicago Equal Rights League in
1915, and in 1918 organized legal aid for victims
of the Chicago race riots of 1918.
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In 1915, she was part of the successful election
campaign that led to Oscar Stanton De Priest
becoming the first African American alderman in
the city.
She was also part of founding the first
kindergarten for black children in Chicago.
Later Years and Legacy
In 1924, Wells-Barnett failed in a bid to win
election as president of the National Association
of Colored Women, defeated by Mary McLeod
Bethune. In 1930, she failed in a bid to be
elected to the Illinois State Senate as an
independent.
Ida B. Wells-Barnett died in 1931, largely
unappreciated and unknown, but the city later
recognized her activism by naming a housing
project in her honor. The Ida B. Wells Homes, in
the Bronzeville neighborhood on the South Side
of Chicago, included rowhouses, mid-rise
apartments, and some high-rise apartments.
Because of the housing patterns of the city, these
were occupied primarily by African Americans.
Completed in 1939 to 1941, and initially a
successful program, over time neglect and other
urban problems led to their decay including
gang problems. They were torn down between
2002 and 2011, to be replaced by a mixedincome development project.
Although anti-lynching was her main focus, and
she did achieve considerable visibility of the
problem, she never achieved her goal of federal
anti-lynching legislation. Her lasting success was
in the area of organizing black women.
Her autobiography Crusade for Justice, on which
she worked in her later years, was published in
1970, edited by her daughter Alfreda M. WellsBarnett.
Her home in Chicago is a National HIstoric
Landmark and is under private ownership.
Research more about this great American and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

From the time I can
first recall the rain
falling on the red
clay in Florida. I
wanted to make
things. When my
brothers and sisters
were making mud
pies, I would be
making ducks and
chickens with the
mud. - Augusta
Savage
Remember - "I have created nothing really
beautiful, really lasting, but if I can inspire one of
these youngsters to develop the talent, I know
they possess, then my monument will be in their
work." - Augusta Savage
Today in our History - March 26, 1962 - Augusta
Savage, original name Augusta Christine Fells,
(born February 29, 1892, Green Cove Springs,
Florida, U.S.—died March 26, 1962, New York,
New York), American sculptor and educator who
battled racism to secure a place for African
American women in the art world.
Augusta Fells began modeling figures from the
red-clay soil of her native Florida at an early age.
When just 15 years old, she married John T. Moore
in 1907 and had her only child, Irene, in 1908.
After Moore died a few years later, Augusta
moved to West Palm Beach, Florida, in 1915.
About that time, she married James Savage, but
she divorced him in the early 1920s and kept his
name.
Once she discovered a good source for clay,
Savage thrived artistically in West Palm Beach,
receiving local encouragement and prizes. She
moved to Jacksonville, Florida, hoping to make a
living by executing commissioned busts of the
city’s well-to-do African Americans. When that
plan failed, she left her daughter with her parents
in Florida and moved to New York City to study
art. In 1921 she enrolled at Cooper Union in the
four-year sculpture course, but her instructors
quickly waived many of the classes in light of her
talent. She graduated in three years.
In 1923 Savage became the focus of a racial
scandal involving the French government and
the American arts community. She was among
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some 100 young American women selected to
attend a summer program at Fontainebleau,
outside Paris, but her application was
subsequently refused by the French on the basis
of her race. The American sculptor Hermon A.
MacNeil was the only member of the committee
to denounce the decision, and he invited
Savage to study with him in an attempt to make
amends. Also, in 1923 Savage married for the
third and final time, but her husband, Robert L.
Poston, died the next year. Following this period,
Savage worked in steam laundries to earn
money to care for her family and to save for
studies in Europe.
In the 1920s Savage received commissions to
sculpt portrait busts of W.E.B. Du Bois and black
nationalist Marcus Garvey; both pieces were
hailed for their power and dynamism. On the
strength of these works and especially the
poignant Gamin (1929)—a portrait bust of a
streetwise boy and one of Savage’s few extant
pieces—she received a Julius Rosenwald
Fellowship that enabled her finally to study in
Paris in 1929–31.
The Great Depression brought art sales to a
virtual standstill, however, and so when she
returned to New York she began to teach art,
founding the Savage Studio of Arts and Crafts in
Harlem in 1932. In 1934 Savage became the first
African American elected to the National
Association of Women Painters and Sculptors
(now National Association of Women Artists). In
1937 she became the first director of the Harlem
Community Art Center, which was established
under the Works Progress Administration Federal
Art Project (WPA/FAP). The art centre in Harlem
played a crucial role in the development of
many young black artists. Savage also fought
successfully for the inclusion of black artists in
WPA projects.
In the late 1930s Savage was commissioned to
create a sculpture for the 1939 New York World’s
Fair. The piece, The Harp, inspired by James
Weldon Johnson’s poem “Lift Every Voice and
Sing,” became one of her best known.
Unfortunately, it and many other works by
Savage were never cast in durable materials and
were later lost or destroyed. Savage opened a
gallery specializing in art by African Americans,
but it did not survive for long. She retired from art
in the 1940s, moving to a farm in Saugerties, New
York. Research more about this great American

and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

"When I sing, trouble can sit right on my shoulder
and I don't even notice." - Sarah Vaughan
Remember - "When I sing a tune, the lyrics are
important to me. Most of the standard lyrics I
know well. And as soon as I hear an
arrangement, I get ideas, kind of like blowing a
horn. I guess I never sing a tune the same way
twice." - Sarah Vaughan
Today in our History - March 27, 1924 Sarah Vaughan was a popular twentieth century
African American Jazz singer. She was
recognized for her beautiful voice and often
nicknamed ‘Sassy’, ‘Sailor’ and ‘The Divine One’
for her salty speech. Moreover, she won a
Grammy Award and was awarded the “highest
honor in jazz” by The National Endowment for the
Arts.
Sarah Lois Vaughan was born on March 27, 1924
in Newark, New Jersey to carpenter and guitarist
father, Asbury Vaughan. Her mother also had a
singing background as she used to sing in choir.
During the First World War her family moved from
Virginia to Newark. Sarah began to take piano
lessons at the young age of seven. She would
sing in the church choir and play piano at
different services. The popular records and radio
music were her favorite. Newark in those days
had an active live music scene at night clubs.
Seeing various bands on tour performing at those
clubs inspired Sarah and she ventured into
Newark’s night clubs and performed as pianist
and sang occasionally.
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At first Sarah went to Newark’s East Side High
School and later transferred to Newark Arts High
School. However, the academic pressure began
to affect her love of music and late-night
performances, thus she dropped out of the high
school. This time around Sarah and her friends
began to wander across New York City to catch
popular bands playing music. Inspired by their
performances, Sarah tried her luck at Harlem’s
Zeus Theater. It is recorded by some biographers
that she immediately became popular after that
amateur night performance. Soon after, she was
introduced to bandleader and pianist Earl Hines.
He took her under his wings and replaced the
current male singer in his band with her. During
1943 to 1944, Sarah Vaughan toured with Hines’
band which she joined as a pianist. But when
Hines brought another pianist to the band, her
duties became limited exclusively to singing. The
major band member, Billy Eckstine, left the band
in late 1943. He gathered various talented jazz
artists to perform in his band. Upon invitation from
him in 1944, Sarah accepted the offer to join his
new band. It was an opportunity for her to
develop and polish her skills as a musician under
the supervision of such great talented music
artists. She was given the opportunity to record
her first song, “I’ll Wait and Pray”. Eventually, she
left Eckstine’s band in order to pursue a solo
music career. Although, they continued to work
together on several music projects and remained
close friends.
In 1945, Sarah launched her solo career as she
did freelance performances at night clubs, such
as the Onyx Club, the Famous Door and the
Three Deuces. She recorded “Lover Man” for the
Guild label, the same year on May 11.
Henceforth, she recorded music for several
record labels including the Musicraft label and
the Crown and Gotham labels. During this time,
she was also performing at Café Society
Downtown in New York, where she met trumpeter
George Treadwell and they became friends. He
later was appointed as her manager and
handled the musical director responsibilities for
her, which allowed Sarah to solely focus on
singing.
Some of her well-known music that she recorded
for Musicraft include “I’ve Got a Crush on You”,
“If You Could See Me Now” and “Don’t Blame
Me”. Her “Tenderly”, became a smashing hit in
1947. One after another hit led to Sarah
Vaughan’s ultimate stardom.

In 1989, Vaughan's health began to decline,
although she rarely revealed any hints in her
performances. She canceled a series of
engagements in Europe in 1989 citing the need
to seek treatment for arthritis in the hand,
although she was able to complete a later series
of performances in Japan. During a run at New
York's Blue Note Jazz Club in 1989, Vaughan
received a diagnosis of lung cancer and was too
ill to finish the final day of what would turn out to
be her final series of public performances.
Vaughan returned to her home in California to
begin chemotherapy and spent her final months
alternating stays in the hospital and at home.
Vaughan grew weary of the struggle and
demanded to be taken home, where she died
on the evening of April 3, 1990, while watching a
television movie featuring her daughter, a week
after her 66th birthday.
Vaughan's funeral was held at the new location
of Mount Zion Baptist Church, 208 Broadway in
Newark, New Jersey, with the same
congregation she grew up in. Following the
ceremony, a horse-drawn carriage transported
her body to its final resting place in Glendale
Cemetery, Bloomfield in New Jersey. Please,
please research more about this great American
because I could not put her whole life in and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

First Black
Woman to
run for U.S.
President
Remember "You don't
make
progress by
standing on
the sidelines,
whimpering
and
complaining.
You make
progress by
implementing ideas." Shirley Chisholm
Today in our History - March 28, 1990 - Shirley
Chisholm starts the African American Women for
Reproductive Freedom.
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Shirley Anita Chisholm (née St. Hill; November 30,
1924 – January 1, 2005) was an American
politician, educator, and author. In 1968, she
became the first black woman elected to the
United States Congress, and she represented
New York's 12th Congressional District for seven
terms from 1969 to 1983. In 1972, she became the
first black candidate for a major party's
nomination for President of the United States, and
the first woman to run for the Democratic Party's
presidential nomination.
In 2015, Chisholm was posthumously awarded
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Shirley Anita
St. Hill was born on November 30, 1924, in
Brooklyn, New York, to immigrant parents from
the Caribbean region. She had three younger
sisters, two born within three years after St. Hill,
one later. Their father, Charles Christopher St. Hill,
was born in British Guiana, lived in Barbados for a
while, and then arrived in the United States via
Antilla, Cuba, on April 10, 1923, aboard the S.S.
Munamar in New York City. Their mother, Ruby
Seale, was born in Christ Church, Barbados, and
arrived in New York City aboard the S.S. Pocone
on March 8, 1921. Beginning in 1939, St. Hill
attended Girls' High School in the Bedford–
Stuyvesant neighborhood of Brooklyn, a highly
regarded, integrated school that attracted girls
from throughout Brooklyn. St. Hill earned her
Bachelor of Arts from Brooklyn College in 1946,
where she won prizes for her debating skills. She
was a member of Delta Sigma Theta sorority.
St. Hill met Conrad O. Chisholm in the late 1940s.
He had come to the U.S. from Jamaica in 1946
and later became a private investigator who
specialized in negligence-based lawsuits. They
married in 1949 in a large West Indian-style
wedding.
Chisholm taught in a nursery school while
furthering her education, earning her MA in
elementary education from Teachers College at
Columbia University in 1952.
Chisholm began exploring her candidacy in July
1971, and formally announced her presidential
bid on January 25, 1972, in a Baptist church in her
district in Brooklyn. There she called for a
"bloodless revolution" at the forthcoming
Democratic nomination convention. Chisholm
became the first black major-party candidate to
run for President of the United States, in the 1972
U.S. presidential election, making her also the first
woman ever to run for the Democratic Party's

presidential nomination (U.S. Senator Margaret
Chase Smith had previously run for the
Republican presidential nomination in 1964). By
the time of the national convention, the loyalists
were seated following a credentials challenge,
and their delegates were characterized as
mostly supporting McGovern, with some support
for Humphrey. During the convention, some
McGovern delegates became angry about what
they saw as statements from McGovern that
backed away from his commitment to end U.S.
involvement in Southeast Asia and cast protest
votes for Chisholm as a result. During the actual
balloting, Mississippi went in the first half of the roll
call, and cast 12 of its 25 votes for Chisholm, with
McGovern coming next with 10 votes.
During the campaign the German filmmaker
Peter Lilienthal shot the documentary film Shirley
Chisholm for President for German Television
channel ZDF.
After leaving Congress, Chisholm made her
home in suburban Williamsville, New York. She
resumed her career in education, being named
to the Purington Chair at the all-women Mount
Holyoke College in Massachusetts. As such she
was not a member of any particular department
but would be able to teach classes in a variety of
areas; those previously holding the position
included W. H. Auden, Bertrand Russell, and Arna
Bontemps.
At Mount Holyoke, she taught politics and
sociology from 1983 to 1987. She focused on
undergraduate courses that covered politics as it
involved women and race. Dean of faculty
Joseph Ellis later said that Chisholm "contributed
to the vitality of the College and gave the
College a presence." In 1985 she was a visiting
scholar at Spelman College.
During those years, she continued to give
speeches at colleges, by her own count visiting
over 150 campuses since becoming nationally
known. She told students to avoid polarization
and intolerance: "If you don't accept others who
are different, it means nothing that you've
learned calculus." Continuing to be involved
politically, she traveled to visit different minority
groups and urging them to become a strong
force at the local level. In 1984 and 1988, she
campaigned for Jesse Jackson for the
presidential elections. In 1990, Chisholm, along
with 15 other black women and men, formed the

African American Women for Reproductive
Freedom.
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Chisholm retired to Florida in 1991. In 1993,
President Bill Clinton nominated her to be United
States Ambassador to Jamaica, but she could
not serve due to poor health and the nomination
was withdrawn. In the same year she was
inducted into the National Women's Hall of
Fame.
Chisholm died on January 1, 2005, in Ormond
Beach near Daytona Beach, after suffering
several strokes. She is buried in the Oakwood
Mausoleum at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo,
where the legend inscribed on her vault reads:
"Unbought and Unbossed". Research more about
this great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

As we draw to a close of National Woman's
Month it would be remiss of me if I did not
reconize our women of Trenton, NJ. and we have
many - TRENTON MAKES THE WORLD TAKES!
Remember - "Women have to pay the same
amount to buy gasoline or food as men. We
don't get a discount because we are not being
paid the same salaries as men," - (Shirley K. Turner
- D- N.J. Senator)
Today in our History - March 29, 1993 - Shirley K.
Turner decides to run for N.J.'s lower house - The
General Assembly.
Senator Shirley Kersey Turner (born July 3, 1941) is
serving her seventh term in the New Jersey
Senate. Prior to serving in the Senate, Shirley
served two terms in the Assembly in 1993 and

1995. During the 208th Legislature, Senator Turner
became the first woman and first African
American to be elected as Senate President Pro
Tempore.
Senator Turner is Vice Chair of the Senate
Education Committee and the Senate State
Government, Wagering, Tourism, and Historic
Preservation Committee. She is a member of the
Legislative Black Caucus and a Commissioner of
the Education Commission of the States, a
national, nonpartisan interstate compact
devoted to education. She serves on the
Education Commission of the States' Steering and
Finance Committees.
Senator Turner has worked in a bipartisan fashion
to build a significant record of legislative
accomplishments, working to enhance the
health, safety, and well-being of New Jersey’s
children, strengthen families, promote public
education and affordable health care, develop
and support small businesses, and also fostering
economic development, and job growth. The
breadth of legislation she has sponsored reflects
the needs and interests of her diverse district.
Among Senator Turner’s legislative
accomplishments, she has created laws to
require that the health and safety of a child be
the State’s paramount concern in cases where a
child is placed outside the home; require criminal
history checks of child care center employees,
and school employees and volunteers; establish
procedures for the placement of a minor child
whose caretaker is incarcerated; enhance
school bus safety; provide more scholarship
opportunities, including allowing students to
attend two-year and four-year state colleges at
no cost; establish nutrition standards and eye
exams for students; and promote mentoring and
after-school programs for at-risk youth. Senator
Turner has been critical of the State’s practice of
placing at-risk children out of state and away
from the support of their families. As Chair of the
Senate Education Committee, Senator Turner has
overseen legislation which has improved
education for children in primary and secondary
schools and helped to keep New Jersey’s schools
among the highest performing in the nation. She
has worked to expand public school choice by
permanently establishing an Interdistrict Public
School Choice program in the Department of
Education.
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Senator Turner received national acclaim for her
efforts to protect jobs by preventing publicly
funded jobs from being outsourced to foreign
countries, setting the precedent for 21 other
states that followed Senator Turner’s lead. She
has also established laws to provide MicroCredit
Business loans for women; mandate insurance
coverage of minimum hospital stays for
mastectomies and childbirth; and protect
consumers from identity theft, predatory lending,
and telemarketing calls. She also pioneered the
legislation that eventually established bars and
restaurants as smoke-free. Senator Turner has also
worked to create increased opportunities for
affordable housing and homeownership.
Senator Turner was at the forefront of legislation
to abolish the death penalty and worked to
create drug court programs statewide for firsttime, non-violent offenders to receive treatment
instead of incarceration. In the fight against
opioid addiction, Senator Turner's legislation
would help to curb addictions and expand
treatment opportunities. She has fought to
reduce gun and gang crimes and violence by
establishing zero tolerance for illegal weapons
and ammunition sales and transfers. She has
fought to reform unfair and unaffordable motor
vehicle surcharge laws, with a goal of restoring
drivers’ licenses and removing the barrier to
employment. Senator Turner has been a strong
voice for government reform. She was the prime
sponsor of the legislation that created the clean
elections pilot programs and has been active in
her support for other ethics and campaign
reforms. Her voting record consistently reflects her
efforts to reduce patronage and promote
efficiency and transparency in government
spending. She is continuing the fight to help
reform New Jersey’s regressive property tax
system and to promote and encourage shared
services and consolidation of school districts and
municipalities in order to reduce property taxes.
As a career educator, Senator Turner has been
dedicated to New Jersey’s youth, helping them
to build bright futures. She is a former Trenton
public school teacher, a former EOF counselor to
disadvantaged youth who are first-generation
college students, and a former counselor for the
New Jersey Youth Corps to help prepare youth
for employment. She is the former Director of
Career Services at Rider University, where she
worked advising college students and alumni in
their career plans. She received a B.S. in

education from The College of New Jersey
(formerly Trenton State College) and a M.A. in
guidance and counseling from Rider University.
She earned doctoral credits in education at
Rutgers University. Senator Turner is a former
Mercer County Freeholder and Freeholder vice
president. She and her husband Donald live in
Lawrenceville. They have two children, daughter,
Jacqueline and son-in-law Gregory and son,
Chet and daughter-in-law Tonia, and five
grandchildren, Deron, Briana, Bryson, Faith, and
Chandler. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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Women's Hall of Fame in 2011. Savage was born
in 1924 at Jacksonville, Florida, one of six children
in her family. Her parents died when she was two
years old. Following the death of her parents,
Savage and her siblings went to live with her
aunt, who moved the family to New Jersey.
At age 10, Savage met First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt when she was selected to hand the
First Lady flowers on behalf of the New Jersey
State Federation of Colored Women's Clubs.
Although told not to say anything, Savage
thanked Roosevelt which led to the two
becoming pen pals for the remainder of
Roosevelt's life.
At 12 years old, she joined the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP).
At only 13 years old, Savage helped to integrate
the Capital Theater in Trenton, New Jersey, when
she refused to sit in the balcony, which was the
designated seating area for blacks. Savage's first
job was in the sheriff's office, where she
continued to speak out against discrimination.
On March 30, 1957, while Savage was raising
funds for King's Southern Leadership Conference,
she was introduced to civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr. King and his wife, Coretta Scott
King, became Savage's close friends. After
Martin's death, Savage worked with Coretta to
find the King Center.

" The most that we can do is never give up on the
Capitol City of Trenton because this is our home."
- Edith Savage.
Remember - " Our chrildren need to be
educated with our Black Institutions and
Organizations at a young age in order for them
to carry the tourch of our people in the future." Edith Savage
Today in our History - March 30, 1957 - Edith
Savage was introduced to Martain Luther King
and his wife who would become great friends
until their deaths.
Edith Mae Savage-Jennings (March 17, 1924 –
November 12, 2017) was an American civil rights
leader from New Jersey. She was known for her
association with civil rights leader Martin Luther
King Jr.
She was notable for being a guest to the White
House under every president of the United States
from Franklin D. Roosevelt through Barack
Obama. She was inducted into the New Jersey

In 1964, Savage and then first lady of New Jersey
Helen Meyner went on a presidential mission to
integrate a school in Mississippi. Savage and
Meyner met with local women in an effort to
convince the locals to allow for the school to be
integrated peacefully. Later that same year, she
organized the New Jersey Democratic Coalition.
In 2017, she was a keynote speaker at the
Women's March in Trenton. Savage was the
coordinator of the Mid-Atlantic States Poor
People's Campaign of SCLC in 1968. President
Jimmy Carter appointed her as a U.S. Delegate
at the World Women’s Conference in Houston,
Texas in 1977.
Besides promoting civil rights, Savage wanted to
combat problems in the African American
community through education. She believed the
importance of parenting and mentoring to give
children role models. On October 28, 1993,
Savage married C. Donald Jennings. Rosa Parks
attended the wedding and Coretta Scott King

served as maid of honor. Her husband died on
June 19, 2011 at age 94. Savage died on
November 12, 2017 at her home in Trenton, New
Jersey at the age of 93. Savage received more
than 100 awards and honors for her work in Civil
Rights. She was inducted into the New Jersey
Women's Hall of Fame in 2011. The city of Trenton
proclaimed February 19, 2016 as Edith SavageJennings Day.
Savage was a guest to the White House under
every president of the United States from Franklin
Delano Roosevelt through Barack Obama. Mrs.
Savage helped me in so many ways over my
career that are too many to share right now and
we all miss her. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

I would like to
thank
everyone who
visited my daily
posts during
Woman's
History Month,
just like Black
History month
there is not
enough time
to tell all of the
great stories
that women
have and still
do everyday.
We now will
travel into the Month of April telling and
reminding all that our history is 365 - 24/7 and I will
share individuals and organizations that
schoolbooks have left out and please share with
our babies. PEACE!
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Miami", was the first African American woman to
ride across the United States solo, and during
World War II she served as one of the few
motorcycle despatch riders for the United States
military.
Credited with breaking down barriers for both
women and Jamaican-American motorcyclists,
Stringfield was inducted into the Motorcycle Hall
of Fame. the award bestowed by the American
Motorcyclist Association (AMA) for "Superior
Achievement by a Female Motorcyclist" is
named in her honor.
Stringfield was born in Kingston, Jamaica, in 1911
to a black Jamaican father and a white Dutch
mother. The family migrated to Boston when she
was still young. Her parents died when Stringfield
was five and she was adopted and raised by an
Irish woman.
At the age of 16 Stringfield taught herself to ride
her first motorcycle, a 1928 Indian Scout. In 1930,
at the age of 19, she commenced traveling
across the United States. She made seven more
long-distance trips in the US, and eventually rode
through the 48 lower states, Europe, Brazil and
Haiti. During this time, she earned money from
performing motorcycle stunts in carnival shows.
Due to her skin color, Stringfield was often denied
accommodation while traveling, so she would
sleep on her motorcycle at filling stations. Due to
her sex, she was refused prizes in flat track races
she entered.
During WWII Stringfield served as a civilian courier
for the US Army, carrying documents between
domestic army bases. She completed the
rigorous training and rode her own blue 61 cubic
inch Harley-Davidson. During the four years she
worked for the Army, she crossed the United
States eight times. She regularly encountered
racism during this time, reportedly being
deliberately knocked down by a white male in a
pickup truck while traveling in the South.

Today in our History - March 31, 2002 - Bessie
Stringfield was inducted into the Motorcycle Hall
of Fame.

In the 1950s Stringfield moved to Miami, Florida,
where at first, she was told "nigger women are
not allowed to ride motorcycles" by the local
police. After repeatedly being pulled over and
harassed by officers, she visited the police
captain. They went to a nearby park to prove her
riding abilities. She gained the captain’s
approval to ride and didn’t have any more
trouble with the police.

Bessie Stringfield (February 9, 1911 – February 16,
1993), nicknamed "The Motorcycle Queen of

She qualified as a nurse there and founded the
Iron Horse Motorcycle Club. Her skill and antics at

Remember - " I can ride and do as many stunts
with a motor bike as any man, but I am still proud
to be a woman" - Bessie Stringfield

motorcycle shows gained the attention of the
local press, leading to the nickname of "The
Negro Motorcycle Queen". This nickname later
changed to "The Motorcycle Queen of Miami", a
moniker she carried for the remainder of her life.
In 1990 the AMA paid tribute to her in their
inaugural "Heroes of Harley-Davidson" exhibition
she has owned 27 of their motorcycles. Stringfield
died in 1993 at the age of 82 from a heart
condition, having kept riding right up until the
time of her death.
In 2000 the AMA created the "Bessie Stringfield
Memorial Award" to recognize outstanding
achievement by a female motorcyclist.
Stringfield was inducted into the Motorcycle Hall
of Fame in 2002. She married and divorced six
times, losing three babies with her first husband.
She ended up keeping the last name of her third
husband, Arthur Stringfield, since she had made it
famous. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

APRIL

"Most
fear
stems
from sin;
to limit
one's sins,
one must
assuredly
limit one's
fear,
thereby bringing more peace to one's spirit." Marvin Gaye
Remember - "If you cannot find peace within
yourself, you will never find it anywhere else." Marvin Gaye
Today in our History - April 1, 1984 - Marvin Gaye is
shot and killed by his own father.
At the peak of his career, Marvin Gaye was the
Prince of Motown—the soulful voice behind hits
as wide-ranging as “How Sweet It Is (To Be Loved

110
by You)” and “Mercy Mercy Me (The Ecology).”
Like his label-mate Stevie Wonder, Gaye both
epitomized and outgrew the crowd-pleasing
sound that made Motown famous. Over the
course of his roughly 25-year recording career,
he moved successfully from upbeat pop to
“message” music to satin-sheet soul, combining
elements of Smokey Robinson, Bob Dylan and
Barry White into one complicated and sometimes
contradictory package. But as the critic Michael
Eric Dyson put it, the man who “chased away the
demons of millions…with his heavenly sound and
divine art” was chased by demons of his own
throughout his life. That life came to a tragic end
on this day 1984, when Marvin Gaye was shot
and killed by his own father one day short of his
45th birthday.
If the physical cause of Marvin Gaye’s death was
straightforward—” Gunshot wound to chest
perforating heart, lung and liver,” according to
the Los Angeles County Coroner—the events that
led to it were much more tangled. On the one
hand, there was the longstanding conflict with his
father dating back to childhood. Marvin Gay, Sr.,
(the “e” was added by his son for his stage
name) was a preacher in the Hebrew
Pentecostal Church and a proponent of a strict
moral code he enforced brutally with his four
children. He was also, by all accounts, a harddrinking cross-dresser who personally embodied
a rather complicated model of morality. By some
reports, Marvin Sr. harbored significant envy over
his son’s tremendous success, and Marvin Jr.
clearly harbored unresolved feelings toward his
abusive father.
Those feelings spilled out for the final time in the
Los Angeles home of Marvin Gay, Sr., and his wife
Alberta. Their son the international recording star
had moved into his parents’ home in late 1983 at
a low point in his struggle with depression, debt
and cocaine abuse. Only one year removed
from his first Grammy win and from a triumphant
return to the pop charts with “Sexual Healing,”
Marvin Gaye was in horrible physical,
psychological and financial shape, and now he
found himself living in the same house as the man
who must have been at the root of many of his
struggles.
After an argument between father and son
escalated into a physical fight on the morning of
April 1, 1984, Alberta Gay was trying to calm her
son in his bedroom when Marvin Sr. took a

revolver given to him by Marvin Jr. and shot him
three times in his chest. Marvin Gaye’s brother,
Frankie, who lived next door, and who held the
legendary singer during his final minutes, later
wrote in his memoir that Marvin Gaye’s final,
disturbing statement was, “I got what I
wanted….I couldn’t do it myself, so I made him
do it.” There is so much more to this great
American, please research and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

"The black people of
America, will rise up
through proper
education." - John
Mercer Langston
Remember - "A
nation may lose its
liberties and be a
century in finding it
out. Where is the
American liberty? ...
In its far-reaching
and broad sweep,
slavery has stricken
down the freedom
of us all." - John
Mercer Langston
Today in our History April 2, 1872. John
Mercer Langston serves as dean of Howard
University's law school; it was the first black law
school in the country. Appointed acting
president of the school in 1872.
Together with his older brothers Gideon and
Charles, John Langston became active in the
abolitionist movement. He helped runaway
slaves to escape to the North along the Ohio
part of the Underground Railroad. In 1858 he and
Charles partnered in leading the Ohio AntiSlavery Society, with John acting as president
and traveling to organize local units, and Charles
managing as executive secretary in Cleveland.
In 1863 when the government approved
founding of the United States Colored Troops,
John Langston was appointed to recruit African
Americans to fight for the Union Army. He enlisted
hundreds of men for duty in the Massachusetts
Fifty-fourth and Fifty-fifth regiments, in addition to
800 for Ohio’s first black regiment. Even before
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the end of the war, Langston worked for issues of
black suffrage and opportunity. He believed that
black men's service in the war had earned their
right to vote, and that it was fundamental to their
creating an equal place in society.
After the war, Langston was appointed inspector
general for the Freedmen's Bureau, a Federal
organization that assisted freed slaves and tried
to oversee labor contracts. The Bureau also ran a
bank and helped establish schools for freedmen
and their children.
In 1864 Langston chaired the committee whose
agenda was ratified by the black National
Convention: they called for abolition of slavery,
support of racial unity and self-help, and equality
before the law. To accomplish this program, the
convention founded the National Equal Rights
League and elected Langston president. He
served until 1868. Like the later National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), the League was based in state
and local organizations. Langston traveled
widely to build support. "By war's end, nine state
auxiliaries had been established; some twenty
months later, Langston could boast of state
leagues nearly everywhere."
In 1868 Langston moved to Washington, D.C. to
establish and serve as dean of Howard
University's law school; it was the first black law
school in the country. Appointed acting
president of the school in 1872, and vice
president of the school, Langston worked to
establish strong academic standards. He also
engendered the kind of open environment he
had known at Oberlin College. Langston was
passed over for the permanent position of
president of Howard University School of Law by
a committee that refused to disclose the reason.
During 1870, Langston assisted Republican
Senator Charles Sumner from Massachusetts with
drafting the civil rights bill that was enacted as
the Civil Rights Act of 1875. The 43rd Congress of
the United States passed the bill in February 1875
and it was signed into law by President Ulysses S.
Grant on March 1, 1875.
President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Langston a
member of the Board of Health of the District of
Columbia.
In 1877 President Rutherford Hayes appointed
Langston as U.S. Minister to Haiti; he also served
as chargé d'affaires to the Dominican Republic.

After his diplomatic service, in 1885 Langston
returned to the US and Virginia. He was
appointed by the state legislature as the first
president of Virginia Normal and Collegiate
Institute, a historically black college (HBCU) at
Petersburg. There he also began to build a
political base.
In 1888, Langston was urged to run for a seat in
the U.S. House of Representatives by fellow
Republicans, both black and white. Leaders of
the biracial Readjuster Party, which had held
political power in Virginia from 1879 to 1883, did
not support his candidacy. Langston ran as a
Republican and lost to his Democratic opponent.
He contested the results of the election because
of voter intimidation and fraud.
After 18 months, the Congressional elections
committee declared Langston the winner, and
he took his seat in the U.S. Congress. He served
for the remaining six months of the term but lost
his bid for reelection as Democrats regained
control of Virginia. Langston was the first black
person elected to Congress from Virginia, and he
was the last for another century. In a period of
increasing disenfranchisement of blacks in the
South, he was one of five African Americans
elected to Congress during the Jim Crow era of
the last decade of the nineteenth century. Two
were elected from South Carolina and two from
North Carolina. After them, no African Americans
would be elected to Congress from the South
until 1972, after passage of federal civil rights
legislation enforcing constitutional rights for all
citizens.
In 1890 Langston was named as a member of the
board of trustees of St. Paul Normal and Industrial
School, a historically black college, when it was
incorporated by the Virginia General Assembly.
In this period, he also wrote his autobiography,
which he published in 1894.
From 1891 until his death in 1897, he practiced
law in Washington, D.C. He died at his home,
Hillside Cottage at 2225 Fourth Street NW in
Washington, DC, on the morning of November 15
from malaria induced acute indigestion. After
spending time at Harmony Cemetery in
Maryland, and despite talk of sending him to
Nashville for burial, he was buried at Woodlawn
Cemetery in Washington, DC.
Langston's house in Oberlin has been designated
as a National Historic Landmark, Langston was
the great-uncle of the poet James Mercer
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Langston Hughes (called Langston Hughes).
Research more about this great American and
share with your babies and make it a champion
day!

"It's time
now for
you and
me to
become
more
politically
mature
and
realize
what the
ballot is for; what we're supposed to get when
we cast a ballot; and that if we don't cast a
ballot, it's going to end up in a situation where
we're going to have to cast a bullet. It's either a
ballot or a bullet." - El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz
(Malcolm X)
Remember - "Well, I don't know what will happen
now. We've got some difficult days ahead. But it
really doesn't matter with me now, because I've
been to the mountaintop. And I don't mind. Like
anybody, I would like to live - a long life; longevity
has its place. But I'm not concerned about that
now. I just want to do God's will. And He's
allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've
looked over. And I've seen the Promised Land. I
may not get there with you. But I want you to
know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to
the Promised Land. So, I'm happy, tonight. I'm not
worried about anything. I'm not fearing any man.
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of
the Lord." - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Today in our History - April 3,1964 / April 3, 1968 "The Ballot or the Bullet" is the title of a public
speech by human rights activist Malcolm X. In the
speech, which was delivered on April 3, 1964, at
Cory Methodist Church in Cleveland, Ohio,
Malcolm X advised African Americans to
judiciously exercise their right to vote, but he
cautioned that if the government continued to
prevent African Americans from attaining full
equality, it might be necessary for them to take
up arms. El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz (Malcolm X) was
assassinated on February 21, 1965 while speaking
at his Organization of (Afro-American Unity) at

the Audubon Ballroom in Washington Heights.
(NYC) His speach was ranked 7th in the top 100
American speeches of the 20th century by 137
leading scholars of American public address.
The 6th ranked American top 100 speeches of
the 20th Century is Martin Luther King Jr's - "I've
Been to the Mountaintop".
King spoke on April 3, 1968, at the Mason Temple
(Church of God in Christ Headquarters) in
Memphis, Tennessee. On the following day, King
was assassinated.
Please take the time to read the transcripts of
both speeches or view the speeches on video. It
is uncanny that both speeches were delivered
on the same day 4 years apart from each other
and both leaders spoke of not fearing death.
Please share with our babies about these great
American Icons. Make it a champion day!

"The black masses must demand and refuse to
accept nothing less than that proportionate
percentage of the political spoils such as jobs,
elective offices and appointments... They must
reject the shameful racial tokenism that
characterizes the political life of America today. Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. (U.S. Congressman - NY
- D)
Remember -:"Where Negroes provide 20 percent
of the vote, they should have 20 per cent of the

jobs." - Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.
(U.S. Congressman - NY - D)
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Today in our History Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., (born Nov. 29, 1908,
New Haven, Conn., U.S.—died April 4, 1972,
Miami, Fla.), black American public official and
pastor who became a prominent liberal legislator
and civil-rights leader.
Powell was the son of the pastor of the Abyssinian
Baptist Church in Harlem, New York City. Brought
up in a middle-class home, he received his B.A.
from Colgate University (Hamilton, N.Y.) in 1930
and his M.A. from Columbia University in 1932. He
succeeded his father as pastor of the Abyssinian
Baptist Church in 1937 and eventually built up its
membership to 13,000 people. With the church
as his power base, Powell was able to build a
formidable public following in Harlem through his
crusades for jobs and housing for the poor. He
won election to the New York City Council in
1941, becoming the first black man to serve on
that body. In 1945 he won election to the U.S.
House of Representatives as a Democrat from
Harlem. There he began a long fight against
racial segregation. He served 11 successive terms
in the House and became chairman of its
Education and Labor Committee in 1960. In that
capacity he played a leading role in the
passage of a minimum wage act, antipoverty
acts, and bills supporting manpower training and
federal aid to education, about 50 major pieces
of social legislation in all.
Powell’s outspoken opposition to racism and his
flamboyant lifestyle made him enemies,
however, and in the early 1960s he became
involved in a lawsuit with a woman who claimed
he had wrongly accused her of collecting police
graft. He was cited for contempt of court in 1966
for refusing to pay damages, and in 1967 the
House voted to deprive him of his seat. He was
nevertheless reelected in his district in 1968 but
was then deprived by his colleagues in the House
of his committee chairmanship and his seniority.
In 1969 the U.S. Supreme Court decided that the
action of the House in depriving him of his seat
had been unconstitutional, but by that time
Powell’s health was failing. After his defeat in the
Democratic primary election of 1970, he resigned
as pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist Church in 1971
and retired to the island of Bimini in The Bahamas.
Research more about this American Hero and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Remember
- " Develop
a passion
for learning.
If you do,
you will
never
cease to
grow." Walter
Eugene
Massey

Today in our History Prominent educator Walter Eugene Massey was
born in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, on April 5, 1938. His
father, Almar, was a steelworker and his mother,
Essie, a teacher. Massey had an exceptional
mind, even at an early age. By the time he
finished 10th grade, his skills in mathematics were
strong enough to earn him a college scholarship.
Massey enrolled at Morehouse College in
Atlanta, Georgia, and graduated with a BS in
math and physics in 1958.
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Advancement of Science (founded 1848), where
he pushed for greater science literacy especially
in schools with large numbers of black and Latino
students. Eventually Massey became the first
African American president of the organization.
He also served as director of the National
Science Foundation (founded 1950) from 1991 to
1993 where he promoted more opportunities for
minority students in math, science and
engineering programs at predominately white
institutions. He also called for increased funding
for programs in these areas for students in African
American institutions.
Between 1993 and 1995, Massey served as the
University of California, Berkeley provost and
senior vice president of academic affairs before
being named president of his alma mater,
Morehouse College, until his retirement in 2007.
He has been a director of Bank of America since
1993 and currently serves as its chairman of the
board.
Massey was also was appointed chair of the
Secretary of Energy Advisory Board in 1997 and
was a member of the President’s Council of
Advisors on Science and Technology during the
terms of Presidents George Bush and George W.
Bush. Over his career Walter Massey has received
30 honorary degrees. He and his wife Shirley
Anne have two sons. Recearch more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

While working on his master’s and doctorate
degrees at Washington University in St. Louis,
Massey conducted research on the quantum of
liquids and solids. He received a PhD in 1966.
Massey began his teaching career as an
associate professor at the University of Illinois then
moved to Brown University in 1970, becoming a
full professor five years later.
While teaching at both Illinois and Brown, Massey
began to focus on the gap in the achievement
levels between his black, Latino and white
students. He commended the dramatic increase
in college enrollment of minority students in
higher education in the 1970s but recognized the
small numbers of these students in math and the
sciences. To address this issue, Massey became a
member of the American Association for the

Two hundread sixty-one years ago, The Dred
Scott Case is remembered as dividing the nation,
precipitating the Civil War and ultimately being
overturned by the Thirteenth and Fourteenth
Amendments.

Remember - "A man is a man, until that man finds
a plan, a plan that makes that man, a new man".
- Dred Scott
Today in our History - April 6,1857 - Dred Scott
case: The Supreme Court decision.
The Dred Scott decision was the culmination of
the case of Dred Scott v. Sanford, one of the
most controversial events preceding the Civil
War. In March 1857, the Supreme Court issued its
decision in that case, which had been brought
before the court by Dred Scott, a slave who had
lived with his owner in a free state before
returning to the slave state of Missouri. Scott
argued that time spent in a free state entitled
him to emancipation. But the court decided that
no black, free or slave, could claim U.S.
citizenship, and therefore blacks were unable to
petition the court for their freedom. The Dred
Scott decision outraged abolitionists and
heightened North-South tensions.
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time that Buchanan had influenced Justice
Robert Grier of Pennsylvania to join the southern
majority so that it would look less like a sectional
decision.
The Dred Scott case remained the subject of
noisy constitutional and historical debate and
contributed to the divisions that helped lead to
Abraham Lincoln‘s election and the Civil War.
Research more about this case and the impact
that it will have on enslaved people in the United
States until President Abraham Lincoln"s
Emancipation Proclamation. Make It A
Champion Day!

This convoluted case (1857), both a cause and
an effect of sectional conflict, contributed to
antebellum political and constitutional
controversy. It also made Chief Justice Roger B.
Taney seem a satanic figure to contemporary
antislavery activists and many later historians.
Dred Scott, a black slave, and his wife had once
belonged to army surgeon John Emerson, who
had bought him from the Peter Blow family of St.
Louis. After Emerson died, the Blows apparently
helped Scott sue Emerson’s widow for his
freedom but lost the case in state court.
Because Mrs. Emerson left him with her brother
John Sanford (misspelled Sandford in court
papers), a New York citizen, Scott sued again in
federal court, claiming Missouri citizenship. Scott’s
lawyers eventually appealed to the U.S. Supreme
Court.
Originally, Justice Samuel Nelson was to write a
narrow opinion, arguing that the case belonged
in the state, not a federal court. But northern
antislavery justices John McLean of Ohio and
Benjamin R. Curtis of Massachusetts planned to
dissent, arguing that Scott should be freed under
the Missouri Compromise because he had
traveled north of the 36°30′ line, whereas the
Court’s southerners wanted to rule the
compromise unconstitutional.
President James Buchanan‘s supporters
considered it a final answer to the sectional
controversy, although they were unaware at the

San Miguel de Guadalupe and Gaspar Yanga
are the two largest recorded enslaved revolts by
Africans in the Northern Hemisphere. (1526 &
1579) Once the Dutch lost (New Amsterdam)
presant day [New York] to the English who set up
the Royal African Company, a slave market near
present-day Wall Street; this event became the
largest revolt by African enslaved peoples to
date.
Remember - "The genius of any slave system is
found in the dynamics which isolate slaves from
each other, obscure the reality of a common
condition, and make united rebellion against the
oppressor inconceivable." - Esteban
Today in our History – April 7 - The New York Slave
Revolt of 1712 was an uprising in New York City, in
the British Province of New York, of 23 enslaved
Africans. They killed nine whites and injured
another six before they were stopped. More than
three times that number of blacks, 70, were
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arrested and jailed. Of these, 27 were put on trial,
and 21 convicted and executed.

expression of white slaveowners' fear of slave
insurrections.

In the early 18th century, New York City had one
of the largest slave populations of any of
England’s colonies. Slavery in the city differed
from some of the other colonies because there
were no large plantations. Slaves worked as
domestic servants, artisans, dock workers and
various skilled laborers. Enslaved Africans lived
near each other, making communication easy.
They also often worked among free blacks, a
situation that did not exist on most Southern
plantations. Slaves in the city could
communicate and plan a conspiracy more easily
than among those on plantations.

After the revolt, the city and colony passed more
restrictive laws governing black and Indian
slaves. Slaves were not permitted to gather in
groups of more than three, they were not
permitted to carry firearms, and gambling was
outlawed. Crimes of property damage, rape,
and conspiracy to kill qualified for the death
penalty. Free blacks were still allowed to own
land, however. Anthony Portuguese (alternate
spelling is Portugies), owned land that makes up
a portion of present-day Washington Square
Park; this continued to be owned by his daughter
and grandchildren.

Events that presumably led to the revolt include
a decrease in freedom and status when the
English took over the colony in 1664. Under Dutch
rule, when the city was part of New Netherland,
freed slaves had certain legal rights, such as the
rights to own land and to marry. After the English
took over New Amsterdam and made it the
colony of New York, they enacted laws that
restricted the lives of enslaved peoples. A slave
market was built near present-day Wall Street to
accommodate the increase in slaves being
imported by the Royal African Company.

The colony required slave owners who wanted to
free their slaves to pay a tax of (200 - 900) per
person, then an amount much higher than the
cost of a slave. In 1715 Governor Robert Hunter
argued in London before the Lords of Trade that
manumission and the chance for a slave to
inherit part of a master's wealth was important to
maintain in New York. He said that this was a
proper reward for a slave who had helped a
master earn a lifetime's fortune, and that it could
keep the slave from descending into despair.
Research more about the early enslaved African
people in this new world and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

By the early 1700s, about 20 percent of the
population were enslaved black people. The
colonial government restricted this group through
several measures: requiring slaves to carry a pass
if traveling more than a mile (1.6km) from home;
discouraging marriage among them; prohibiting
gatherings in groups of more than three persons;
and requiring them to sit in separate galleries at
church services.
A group of more than twenty black slaves
gathered on the night of April 7, 1712 and set fire
to a building on Maiden Lane near Broadway.
While the white colonists tried to put out the fire,
the enslaved blacks, armed with guns, hatchets,
and swords, attacked the whites and then ran
off, but were soon recaptured.
Colonial forces arrested seventy blacks and
jailed them. Six are reported to have committed
suicide. Twenty-seven were put on trial, 21 of
whom were convicted and sentenced to death.
Twenty were burned to death and one was
executed on a breaking wheel. This was a form
of punishment no longer used on whites at the
time. The severity of punishment was an

I enjoyed seeing
my Father's side
of the family but
travel from
Trenton, NJ to
Perry, GA. still in
the late 50's was
tough driving
straight through.
My Father before
he took sick in
Dec. '61 and died
in April '63 only
used the Green
Book for
emergencies.
Remember "“There will be a
day sometime in
the near future when this guide will not have to

be published. That is when we as a race will have
equal opportunities and privileges in the United
States. It will be a great day for us to suspend this
publication for then we can go wherever we
please, and without embarrassment.” - Victor
Green
Today in our History - April 8, 1936 - In time for the
spring/summer traveling season. The Negro
Motorist Green Book, popularly known as the
Green Book, was a travel guide intended to help
African American motorists avoid social
obstacles prevalent during the period of racial
segregation, commonly referred to as Jim Crow.
The Green Book listed businesses that would
accept African American customers.
The book was the vision of Victor Green, an
African American US postal employee from
Harlem, New York. The first guide focused on
Metropolitan New York. The next year, in 1937,
Green expanded listings to other locations. His
book would eventually include every state and
several international destinations before ceasing
publication in 1964. Before its demise the book
was the most popular of several tourist guides
created specifically for an African American
audience.
These types of travel guides were necessary
during the Jim Crow era because African
Americans were subject to acts of discrimination
and occasional intimidation as many businesses
refused to accept them as customers. African
American motorists, for example were warned to
avoid sundown towns which required minorities
to be outside the city limits before sundown,
hence the name. African American travel could
be fraught with risk and guides like the Green
Book were an important resource.
The Green Book also provided a service that
made lodging reservations for clients. The listings
were verified annually to ensure accuracy. In
addition to business listings, the books included
travel articles, driving tips, and essays highlighting
locations of interest. An important sponsor for the
Green Book was the Esso Standard Oil Company,
which distributed the books and solicited African
American customers through them.
The guide’s format varied, and early versions
listed a variety of businesses such as hotels, tourist
homes, restaurants, barber shops, beauty parlors,
service stations, and taverns. As the geographic
scope of the guide expanded, entry types were
reduced. For example, between 1949 and 1959,
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listings expanded to all 48 states, with a 13%
increase in the number of cities. However, the
1959 Green Book listed only hotels, motels, and
tourist homes.
Calvin Alexander Ramsey, book author and
playwrite wrote a book "Ruth and the Green
Book" and a play "The Green Book - A Play" and
started a documentary film on the Green Book
which he wanted to do a major film on but
competition from other media sources has
scaled that project back. You can find on you
tube and other outlets mant stories about that
time in American History and what black people
went through to travel.
Green wrote that his book would not be
necessary “when we as a race will have equal
opportunities and privileges.” He died in 1960
and the last edition of his guide was published in
1964. The 1956 creation of the national highway
system diminished the need for these travel
guides because highways minimized contact
with local communities, decreasing chances for
discrimination against African American
motorists. Eventually, the passage of the 1964
Civil Rights Act made the Green Book and similar
publications obsolete, just as Green predicted.
Research more about the Green Book or watch
a video on youtube and share with your babies.
Make It A Champion Day!

I love it
when I
come
across a
New Jersey
talent.
Keyport, NJ
is where
Juanita Hall
grew up
and
Matawan,
NJ was laid
to rest.
Remember
- " South
Pacific was
the musical that made me a household name
and I enjoyed winning the award. - Juanita Hall

Today in our History - April 9, 1950 - Wins Tony
Award for Best Supporting Actress (South Pacific).
Juanita Hall (née Long, November 6, 1901 –
February 28, 1968) was an American musical
theatre and film actress. She is remembered for
her roles in the original stage and screen versions
of the Rodgers and Hammerstein musicals South
Pacific as Bloody Mary - a role that garnered her
the Tony Award - and Flower Drum Song as
Madame Liang.
Born in Keyport, New Jersey, Hall received
classical training at the Juilliard School. In the
early 1930s, she was a special soloist and assistant
director for the Hall Johnson Choir. A leading
black Broadway performer in her day, she was
personally chosen by Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein II to perform the roles she played in
the musicals South Pacific and Flower Drum Song,
as a Tonkinese woman and a Chinese American,
respectively.
In 1950, she became the first African American to
win a Tony Award for Best Supporting Actress for
her role as Bloody Mary in South Pacific. She also
starred in the 1954 Broadway musical House of
Flowers in which she sang and danced Harold
Arlen's Slide Boy Slide. She played the role of
Bloody Mary for 1,925 performances on
Broadway at the Majestic Theatre beginning on
April 7, 1949. Her co-stars were Ezio Pinza and
Mary Martin. In addition to her role in South
Pacific, she was a regular performer in clubs in
Greenwich Village, where she captivated
audiences with her renditions of "Am I Blue?",
"Lament Over Love", and Langston Hughes' "Cool
Saturday Night".
Prior to her acting roles, she assembled her own
chorus group (The Juanita Hall Choir) and kept
busy with performances in concert, on records, in
films, and on the air. She auditioned for "Talent
48", a private review created by the Stage
Manager's Club. Later, she performed on radio in
the soap opera The Story of Ruby Valentine on
the National Negro Network. The serial was
broadcast on 35 stations, and sponsors of the
broadcast included Philip Morris and Pet Milk.
In 1958, she recorded Juanita Hall Sings the Blues
(at Beltone Studios in New York City), backed by
an astonishing group of jazz musicians including
Claude Hopkins, Coleman Hawkins, Buster Bailey,
Doc Cheatham, and George Duvivier. In 1958
she reprised Bloody Mary in the film version of
South Pacific, for which her singing part was
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dubbed, at Richard Rodgers's request, by Muriel
Smith, who had played the role in the London
production. The same year, Hall starred in
another Rodgers and Hammerstein Broadway
show, Flower Drum Song.
Hall married actor Clement Hall while in her
teens. He died in the 1920s; they had no children.
Hall, a diabetic, died from complications of her
illness. She had been living at the Percy William
Actors home in East Islip, New York. Leonard
Feather gave a particularly moving tribute to Hall
at the time of her death when he proclaimed her
"an expert student and practitioner in the art of
singing the blues". Research more about this
American Shero and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Please read this
great story that
became a
movie with the
help of Oprah
Winfrey and
HBO. A good
read.
Remember Like most
young Lackses,
Day didn't finish
school: he
stopped in the
fourth grade
because the
family needed
him to work the
fields. But Henrietta stayed until the sixth grade.
During the school year, after taking care of the
garden and livestock every morning, she'd walk
two miles—past the white school where children
threw rocks and taunted her—to the colored
school, a three-room wooden farmhouse hidden
under tall shade trees Today in our History - April 10, 1941 - Henrientta
Lacks marries her couson.
Henrietta Lacks is best known as the source of
cells that form the HeLa line, used extensively in
medical research since the 1950s.
Henrietta Lacks was born in 1920 in Roanoke,
Virginia. Lacks died of cervical cancer in 1951.

Cells taken from her body without her knowledge
were used to form the HeLa cell line, which has
been used extensively in medical research since
that time.
Lacks's case has sparked legal and ethical
debates over the rights of an individual to his or
her genetic material and tissue.
Henrietta Lacks was born Loretta Pleasant on
August 1, 1920, in Roanoke, Virginia. At some
point, she changed her name to Henrietta.
After the death of her mother in 1924, Henrietta
was sent to live with her grandfather in a log
cabin that had been the slave quarters of a
white ancestor's plantation. Henrietta Lacks
shared a room with her first cousin, David "Day"
Lacks.
In 1935, the cousins had a son they called
Lawrence. Henrietta was 14. The couple had a
daughter, Elsie, in 1939, and married in 1941.
Henrietta and David moved to Maryland at the
urging of another cousin, Fred Garret. There, they
had three more children: David Jr., Deborah and
Joseph. They placed their daughter Elsie, who
was developmentally disabled, in the Hospital for
the Negro Insane.
On January 29, 1951, Lacks went to Johns
Hopkins Hospital to diagnose abnormal pain and
bleeding in her abdomen. Physician Howard
Jones quickly diagnosed her with cervical
cancer.
During her subsequent radiation treatments,
doctors removed two cervical samples from
Lacks without her knowledge. She died at Johns
Hopkins on October 4, 1951, at the age of 31.
The cells from Lacks's tumor made their way to
the laboratory of researcher Dr. George Otto
Gey. Gey noticed an unusual quality in the cells.
Unlike most cells, which survived only a few days,
Lacks's cells were far more durable.
Gey isolated and multiplied a specific cell,
creating a cell line. He dubbed the resulting
sample HeLa, derived from the name Henrietta
Lacks.
The HeLa strain revolutionized medical research.
Jonas Salk used the HeLa strain to develop the
polio vaccine, sparking mass interest in the cells.
As demand grew, scientists cloned the cells in
1955.
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Since that time, over ten thousand patents
involving HeLa cells have been registered.
Researchers have used the cells to study disease
and to test human sensitivity to new products
and substances.
In February 2010, Johns Hopkins released the
following statement concerning the cervical
samples that were taken from Lacks without her
consent:
"Johns Hopkins Medicine sincerely acknowledges
the contribution to advances in biomedical
research made possible by Henrietta Lacks and
HeLa cells. It’s important to note that at the time
the cells were taken from Mrs. Lacks’ tissue, the
practice of obtaining informed consent from cell
or tissue donors was essentially unknown among
academic medical centers. Sixty years ago,
there was no established practice of seeking
permission to take tissue for scientific research
purposes. The laboratory that received Mrs.
Lacks’s cells had arranged many years earlier to
obtain such cells from any patient diagnosed
with cervical cancer as a way to learn more
about a serious disease that took the lives of so
many. Johns Hopkins never patented HeLa cells,
nor did it sell them commercially or benefit in a
direct financial way. Today, Johns Hopkins and
other research-based medical centers
consistently obtain consent from those asked to
donate tissue or cells for scientific research."
The Lacks family learned about the HeLa cells in
the 1970s. In 1973, a scientist contacted family
members, seeking blood samples and other
genetic materials--but inquiries from the family
regarding the use of HeLa cells, and publications
that included their own genetic information,
were largely ignored.
The case gained new visibility in 1998, when the
BBC screened an award-winning documentary
on Lacks and HeLa. Rebecca Skloot later wrote a
popular book on the subject, called The Immortal
Life of Henrietta Lacks.
Oprah Winfrey and HBO announced plans to
develop a film based on Skloot's 2010 book and
in 2017, the network aired the biopic. Lacks’ sons
David Lacks, Jr. and Zakariyya Rahman, and
granddaughter Jeri Lacks consulted on the film
and Skloot was a co-executive producer.
Organizations that have profited from HeLa have
since publicly recognized Henrietta Lacks's
contributions to research. The Lacks family has

been honored at the Smithsonian Institution and
the National Foundation for Cancer Research.
Morgan State University granted Lacks a
posthumous honorary degree. In 2010, Dr. Roland
Pattillo of Morehouse donated a headstone for
Lacks's unmarked grave.
The HeLa case has raised questions about the
legality of using genetic materials without
permission. Neither Lacks nor her family granted
permission to harvest her cells, which were then
cloned and sold.
The California Supreme Court upheld the right to
commercialize discarded tissue in the 1990 case
Moore v. Regents of the University of California. In
2013, German researchers published the genome
of a strain of HeLa cells without permission from
the Lacks family.
The Lacks family has had limited success in
gaining control of the HeLa strain. In August 2013,
an agreement between the family and the
National Institutes of Health granted the family
acknowledgement in scientific papers and some
oversight of the Lacks genome.
Research more about this American story that
became a movie and watch the video with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

"What most of us can only strive for—a rich
musical heritage and the ability to express that
heritage beautifully through my playing." Elizabeth Cotten
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Remember - "I was just glad to get the Grammy. I
didn't know what the thing was. It's the honor
what I loved." - Elizabeth Cotten
Today in our History - April 11, 1972 - Elizabeth
"Libba" Cotten wins the National Folk 1972 Burl
Ives Award for her contribution to American folk
music.
Elizabeth "Libba" Cotten (1895-1987), best known
for her timeless song "Freight Train," built her
musical legacy on a firm foundation of late 19thand early 20th-century African American
instrumental traditions. Through her songwriting,
her quietly commanding personality, and her
unique left-handed guitar and banjo styles, she
inspired and influenced generations of younger
artists. In 1984 Cotten was declared a National
Heritage Fellow by the National Endowment for
the Arts and was later recognized by the
Smithsonian Institution as a "living treasure." She
received a Grammy Award in 1985 when she
was ninety, almost eighty years after she first
began composing her own works.
Born in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Libba Cotten
taught herself how to play the banjo and guitar
at an early age. Although forbidden to do so, she
often borrowed her brother's instruments when
he was away, reversing the banjo and guitar to
make them easier to play left-handed. Eventually
she saved up the $3.75 required to purchase a
Stella guitar from a local dry-goods store. Cotten
immediately began to develop a unique guitar
style characterized by simple figures played on
the bass strings in counterpoint to a melody
played on the treble strings, a method that later
became widely known as "Cotten style." She
fretted the strings with her right hand and picked
with her left, the reverse of the usual method.
Moreover, she picked the bass strings with her
fingers and the treble (melody strings) with her
thumb, creating an almost inimitable sound.
Libba married Frank Cotten when she was 15 (not
a particularly early age in that era) and had one
child, Lily. As Libba became immersed in family
life, she spent more time at church, where she
was counseled to give up her "worldly" guitar
music. It wasn't until many years later that Cotten,
due largely to a fortunate chance encounter,
was able to build her immense talent into a
professional music career. While working at a
department store in Washington, D.C., Libba
found and returned a very young and lost Peggy
Seeger to her mother, Ruth Crawford Seeger. A
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month later, Cotten began work in the household
of the famous folk-singing Seeger family.

Lanker, which put her in the company of Rosa
Parks, Marian Anderson, and Oprah Winfrey.

The Seeger home was an amazing place for
Libba to have landed entirely by accident. Ruth
Crawford Seeger was a noted composer and
music teacher while her husband, Charles,
pioneered the field of ethnomusicology. A few
years passed before Peggy discovered Cotten
playing the family's gut-stringed guitar. Libba
apologized for playing the instrument without
asking, but Peggy was astonished by what she
heard. Eventually the Seegers came to know
Libba's instrumental virtuosity and the wealth of
her repertoire.

Cotten's later CDs, Shake Sugaree (Folkways,
1967), When I'm Gone (Folkways, 1979), and
Elizabeth Cotten Live (Arhoolie 1089), continued
to win critical acclaim. Elizabeth Cotten Live was
awarded a Grammy for the Best Ethnic or
Traditional Folk Recording in 1985.

Thanks largely to Mike Seeger's early recordings
of her work, Elizabeth Cotten soon found herself
giving small concerts in the homes of
congressmen and senators, including that of
John F. Kennedy. By 1958, at the age of sixty-two,
Libba had recorded her first album, Elizabeth
Cotten: Negro Folk Songs and Tunes (Folkways
1957, now reissued as Freight Train and Other
North Carolina Folk Songs, Smithsonian Folkways
1989). Meticulously recorded by Mike Seeger, this
was one of the few authentic folk-music albums
available by the early 1960s, and certainly one of
the most influential. In addition to the now wellrecorded tune "Freight Train," penned by Cotten
when she was only eleven or twelve, the album
provided accessible examples of some of the
"open" tunings used in American folk guitar. She
played two distinct styles on the banjo and four
on the guitar, including her single-string melody
picking "Freight Train" style, an adaptation of
Southeastern country ragtime picking.
As her music became a staple of the folk revival
of the 1960s, Elizabeth Cotten began to tour
throughout North America. Among her
performances were the Newport Folk Festival, the
Philadelphia Folk Festival, the University of
Chicago Folk Festival, and the Smithsonian
Festival. Her career generated much media
attention and many awards, including the
National Folk 1972 Burl Ives Award for her
contribution to American folk music. The city of
Syracuse, New York, where she spent the last
years of her life, honored her in 1983 by naming a
small park in her honor: the Elizabeth Cotten
Grove. An equally important honor was her
inclusion in the book I Dream a World: Portraits of
Black Women Who Changed America, by Brian

Elizabeth Cotten continued to tour and perform
right up to the end of her life. Her last concert
was one that folk legend Odetta put together for
her in New York City in the spring of 1987, shortly
before her death. Cotten's legacy lives on not
only in her own recordings but also in the many
artists who continue to play her work. The
Grateful Dead produced several renditions of
"Oh, Babe, It Ain't No Lie," Bob Dylan covered the
ever-popular "Shake Sugaree," and "Freight Train"
continues as a well-loved and recorded tune
played by Mike Seeger, Taj Mahal, and Peter,
Paul, and Mary, to name a few. Libba's
recordings, concert tours, media acclaim, and
major awards are a testament to her genius, but
the true measure of her legacy lies with the tens
of thousands of guitarists who cherish her songs
as a favorite part of their repertoires, preserving
and keeping alive her unique musical style.
Research more about this great American and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

The race
of kings
was
controled
by Black
Men for 4
decades
in our
history
and here
is one of
the best.

Remember - That went super today. I was a little
nervous coming out of the gate – they all came
together at one point –but he came out of there
in good shape, sat second, and pulled the
trigger when Irad asked him. The [1:09.75] was
quick today. He did everything right. I think we’re
going to stay with the one turn for a while, but
that’s up to Rick and the owners. He’s running
great sprinting.” - Jimmy Winkfield
Today in our History - Jimmy Winkfield, born on
April 12,1882, became famous as an early 20th
Century horse jockey. Winkfield, the youngest of
17 children, was born in Chilesburg, Kentucky, a
town just outside of Lexington. As a child, he had
a routine that included performing chores on the
farm where his father was a sharecropper and
overseeing the thoroughbred parades down the
country roads. He and his family moved to
Cincinnati in 1894.
On August 10, 1898, Winkfield rode his first race.
Aboard Jockey Joe at Chicago's Hawthorne
Racetrack, he raced his horse out of the gate
and rode across the path of the three inside
horses, in an effort to get to the rail. This
aggressive behavior did not go over well with
racetrack officials and he earned a one-year
suspension. Winkfield learned from his mistake
and on September 18, 1899, won his first race. Six
months later he rode for the first time in the
Kentucky Derby.
In 1901, at 19, Winkfield captured his first
Kentucky Derby title astride a horse named
Eminence. He went on to win 161 races that
year, including key victories in the Latonia Derby
on Hernando and Tennessee Derby where he
rode Royal Victor. While these were spectacular
accomplishments, he returned to the Kentucky
Derby in 1902 and won again in the most
important race of his career.
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the Russian Derby three times. In Germany,
Winkfield won the Grand Prix de Baden. In
Poland, he won the Poland Derby twice and in
France he won the Prix du President de la
Republique.
Winkfield continued to race throughout Europe
while living in Moscow. When the Communist
Party came to power in Russia in 1919, horse
racing was outlawed. Winkfield, now a trainer,
led 260 horses, fellow trainers, and owners over
land to Poland during the winter of 1920. During
this arduous journey the group survived by eating
some of their horses on the way.
Winkfield married twice. His first wife, Alexandra,
was a Russian baroness who died in 1921.They
bore a son, George who died in 1934. His second
marriage was to a French woman named Lydia
who died in 1958. This marriage also produced a
son, Robert, who died in 1977 and a daughter,
Liliane Casey, who currently resides in Cincinnati,
Ohio.
Jimmy Winkfield died on March 23, 1974 in
Maisons-Laffitte, France. His family and supporters
lobbied for his admission to the Thoroughbred
Hall of Fame, so he could join two other African
American jockeys who had already been
honored there. On August 9, 2004, Winkfield was
inducted into the National Museum of Racing
and Hall of Fame in Saratoga Springs, New York.
The award was presented to his daughter Liliane
Winkfield Casey by Edward Hotaling, President of
the Museum. Research more about the Black
Horse Jockeys and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

My dad was
my best
friend and
greatest
role model.
He was an
amazing
dad,
coach,
mentor,
soldier,
husband
and friend. Eldrick Tiger

In 1903, Winkfield narrowly missed winning a third
consecutive Derby. Had he accomplished this
feat, he would be the first (and only person) to
have ever done so. Riding a thoroughbred
named Early, the odds-on favorite, Winkfield,
took a 1 1/2-length lead but his mount slowed in
the stretch and lost by three-quarters of a length.
Winkfield called the loss the worst of his career.
Blacklisted after he dishonored a contract with
one horse owner by riding for another, Winkfield
accepted an offer to race in Russia, where he
rose to fame once again. In Russia he won the
Emperor's Purse, the Moscow Derby twice and

Woods

Remember - "You can win all the tournaments
you want, but the majors are what you're
remembered for. It's how you're measured as a
champion in our sport. The majors are where it's
at." - Tiger Woods
Today in our History - April 13, 1997 - Eldrick Tiger
Woods wins the 61st Masters Tournament in
Augusta, Georgia.
Eldrick Tont Woods (born December 30, 1975)
better known as Tiger Woods, is an American
professional golfer who is among the most
successful golfers of all time. He has been one of
the highest-paid athletes in the world for several
years.
Following an outstanding junior, college, and
amateur career, Woods was 20 years old when
he turned professional at the end of summer in
1996. By the end of April 1997, he had won three
PGA Tour events in addition to his first major, the
1997 Masters. Woods won this tournament by 12
strokes in a record-breaking performance and
earned $486,000. He first reached the number
one position in the world rankings in June 1997,
less than a year after turning pro. Throughout the
2000s, Woods was the dominant force in golf—he
won the 2000 U.S. Open by a record 15-shot
margin. He was the top-ranked golfer in the
world from August 1999 to September 2004 (264
weeks) and again from June 2005 to October
2010 (281 weeks).
Woods took a hiatus from professional golf from
December 2009 to early April 2010 in order to
focus on difficult issues in his marriage. He and his
estranged wife Elin eventually divorced. His many
alleged extramarital indiscretions were revealed
by several women, through many worldwide
media sources. This was followed by a loss of golf
form, and his ranking gradually fell to a low of No.
58 in November 2011. He ended a career-high
winless streak of 107 weeks when he triumphed in
the Chevron World Challenge in December 2011.
After winning the Arnold Palmer Invitational on
March 25, 2013, he ascended to the No.1 ranking
once again, holding the top spot until May 2014.
Woods had back surgery in April 2014 and
September 2015] and has struggled since to
regain his dominant form. By March 29, 2015,
Woods had fallen to #104, outside of the top 100
for the first time since 1996.[12] In May 2016,
Woods dropped out of the world top 500 for the
first time in his professional career. In July 2017,
the Official World Golf Ranking placed Woods at

123
number 1,005, the worst of his career and only
time he has ever been out of the top 1,000. He
had ranked number one for a total of 683 weeks,
more than any other player in history.
Woods has broken numerous golf records. He has
been World Number One for the most
consecutive weeks and for the greatest total
number of weeks of any golfer. He has been
awarded PGA Player of the Year a record eleven
times, the Byron Nelson Award for lowest
adjusted scoring average a record eight times
and has the record of leading the money list in
ten different seasons. He has won 14 professional
major golf championships, where he trails only
Jack Nicklaus who leads with 18, and 79 PGA
Tour events, second all-time behind Sam Snead
(82). Woods leads all active golfers in career
major wins and career PGA Tour wins. He is the
youngest player to achieve the career Grand
Slam, and the youngest and fastest to win 50
tournaments on tour. Additionally, Woods is only
the second golfer (after Nicklaus) to have
achieved a career Grand Slam three times.
Woods has won 18 World Golf Championships
and won at least one of those events in each of
the first 11 years after they began in 1999. Woods
and Rory McIlroy are the only golfers to win both
The Silver Medal and The Gold Medal at The
Open Championship. Tiger Woods is still
competing today as a come back this year he
has finished stong enough to play on Sunday's in
his last three events. Research more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

"There is no danger
that Titanic will sink.
The boat is
unsinkable and
nothing, but
inconvenience, will
be suffered by the
passengers."-Phillip
Franklin, White Star
Line Vice-President

Remember - "We the members of the NAACP
would like to note that Joseph Phillipe Lemercier
Laroche, the only negro (Haitian) who died on
the sinking of the great ship R.M.S. Titanic for he
will be forgotten or just a footnote in history" W.E.B. Du Bois
Today in our History - April 14, 1912 - Titanic’s
Black Passenger: Creating Historical Fiction from
Historical Fact Joseph Phillipe Lemercier Laroche, the only
passenger of known African ancestry who died
on the Titanic, was born on May 26, 1889 in Cap
Haiten, Haiti. He was the son of a white French
army captain and a Haitian woman who was a
descendant of Jean-Jacques Dessalines, the first
ruler of independent Haiti. Laroche's uncle,
Dessalines M. Cincinnatus, was president of Haiti
from 1911 to 1912.
Joseph Laroche grew up among the privileged
upper class in Haiti and received his early
education from private tutors. Fluent in French
and English, he decided on a career in
engineering and at the age of 15 traveled to
Beauvais, France with his teacher Monsignor
Kersuzan, the Lord Bishop of Haiti, for his training.
He attended classes in Beauvais and Lille,
France, and received his certificate in
engineering in 1907.
Laroche married Juliette Marie Louise Lafargue,
the daughter of a widowed Paris wine merchant
in 1908. They had two daughters, Simonne, born
on February 19, 1909, and Marie Louise, on July 2,
1910. Although Laroche worked briefly on the
Paris Metro line, he had great difficulty finding
and keeping a job in France due to racial
discrimination. As a consequence, the new
family was forced to reside with Juliette's father.
Their youngest child, Marie Louise, had medical
problems which also strained the family's finances
and by 1912 they were expecting a third child.
This situation led Laroche to decide to return to
Haiti where he believed his family's political
connections would guarantee a handsome
income for his work.
Laroche's mother sent the family tickets to return
to Haiti aboard the La France. However, the
ocean liner's policy banning children dining with
their parents in the dining room led Laroche to
exchange their first-class tickets for the La France
for second class tickets on the R.M.S. Titanic.
On April 10, 1912, Laroche and his family
boarded the Titanic from the harbor of Grande
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Rade near Fort de l'Quest. The Laroches enjoyed
the opulent amenities of the ship, dining in the
same dining room as its first-class passengers.
However, they were subjected to stares and
some insults from fellow passengers and crew
who frowned upon their interracial marriage.
After the sinking of the Titanic, the White Star Line
extended a public apology for the racism
exhibited by its crew members toward its nonwhite passengers including Laroche.
As the ship sank in the early morning of April 14,
Laroche stuffed the pockets of his coat with
money and jewels and took his wife and children
up to the boat deck. He wrapped the coat
around his wife, and his last words to her were:
"Here, take this, you are going to need it. I'll get
another boat. God be with you. I'll see you in
New York."
Joseph Laroche died in the sinking of the Titanic.
His body was never recovered. His wife Juliette
returned to Paris with her daughters and gave
birth to their son, Joseph Lemercier Laroche on
December 17, 1912.
Now you know the rest of the story and not the
movie, share it with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

"Create
sentiment
favorable to
intellectual
and
industrial
liberty" Allen
Allensworth

Remember - "Can I be of any service to your
committee as a speaker driving the campaign?"
- Allen Allensworth

Today in our History - April 16, 1908 - All Black
Town Is Created!
Allen Allensworth (7 April 1842 – 14 September
1914), born into slavery in Kentucky, escaped
during the American Civil War and became a
Union soldier; later he became a Baptist minister
and educator, and was appointed as a chaplain
in the United States Army. He was the first African
American to reach the rank of lieutenant
colonel. He planted numerous churches, and in
1908 founded Allensworth, California, the only
town in the state to be founded, financed and
governed by African Americans.
After the army, Allensworth and his family settled
in Los Angeles. He was inspired by the idea of
establishing a self-sufficient, all-black California
community where African Americans could live
free of the racial discrimination that pervaded
post-Reconstruction America. His dream was to
build a community where black people might
live and create "sentiment favorable to
intellectual and industrial liberty."
In 1908, he founded Allensworth in Tulare county,
about thirty miles north of Bakersfield, in the heart
of the San Joaquin Valley. The black settlers of
Allensworth built homes, laid out streets, and put
up public buildings. They established a church,
and organized an orchestra, a glee club, and a
brass band.
The Allensworth colony became a member of
the county school district and the regional library
system and a voting precinct. Residents elected
the first African American Justice of the Peace in
post-Mexican California. In 1914, the California
Eagle reported that the Allensworth community
consisted of 900 acres (360 ha) of deeded land
worth more than US$112,500.
Allensworth soon developed as a town, not just a
colony. Among the social and educational
organizations that flourished during its golden
age were the Campfire Girls, the Owl Club, the
Girls' Glee Club, and the Children's Savings
Association, for the town's younger residents,
while adults participated in the Sewing Circle, the
Whist Club, the Debating Society, and the
Theater Club. Col. Allensworth was an admirer of
the African American educator Booker T.
Washington, who was the founding president
and longtime leader of the Tuskegee Institute in
Alabama. Allensworth dreamed that his new
community could be self-sufficient and become
known as the "Tuskegee of the West".
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The Girls' Glee Club was modeled after the
Jubilee Singers of Fisk University, who had toured
internationally. They were the community's pride
and joy. All the streets in the town were named
after notable African Americans and/or white
abolitionists, such as Sojourner Truth, Frederick
Douglass, poet Paul Lawrence Dunbar, and
Harriet Beecher Stowe, abolitionist and author of
Uncle Tom's Cabin.
The dry and dusty soil made farming difficult. The
drinking water became contaminated by arsenic
as the water level fell.
The year 1914 also brought a number of setbacks
to the town. First, much of the town's economic
base was lost when the Santa Fe Railroad moved
its rail stop from Allensworth to Alpaugh. In
September, during a trip to Monrovia, California,
Colonel Allensworth was crossing the street when
he was struck and killed by a motorcycle. The
town refuses to die. The downtown area is now
preserved as Colonel Allensworth State Historic
Park where thousands of visitors come from all
over California to take part in the special events
held at the park during the year. The area
outside the state park is also still inhabited.
Allensworth is the only California community to
be founded, financed and governed by African
Americans. The founders were dedicated to
improving the economic and social status of
African Americans. Uncontrollable
circumstances, including a drop in the area's
water table, resulted in the town's decline.
Research more about Black towns in America
and Share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

"Tell me and I forget.
Teach me and I
remember. Involve
me and I learn." Mifflin Wister Gibbs

Remember - "Thank God for Canada! In the
context of this narrative [in Underground] and
beyond, Canada was certainly an additional
option for the many traveling the treacherous
terrain of the Underground Railroad in pursuit of
what was perceived as "freedom." - Mifflin Wister
Gibbs
Today in our History Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on April 17,
1823, Mifflin Wistar Gibbs apprenticed as a
carpenter. By his early 20s he was an activist in
the abolition movement, sharing platforms with
Frederick Douglass and helping in the
Underground Railroad. Black intellectual ferment
of the era gave him a superb education outside
the classroom, and he became a powerful writer.
In 1850 he migrated to San Francisco, California;
starting as a bootblack, he was soon a successful
merchant, the founder of a black newspaper,
Mirror of the Times, and a leading member of the
city’s black community.
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ambiguous reward: at the age of 74, Republican
President William McKinley in 1897 named Gibbs
U.S. consul in Tamatave, Madagascar. After four
years Gibbs resigned in 1901 at 78 for health
reasons. He returned to publish an
autobiography, Shadow and Light, in 1902, with
an introduction by Booker T. Washington.
Back in Little Rock, Gibbs launched Capital Citiy
Savings Bank, became a partner in the Little Rock
Electric Light Company, gained control of several
pieces of local real estate, and supported
various philanthropic causes. He died in Little
Rock on July 11, 1915 at the age of 92. Research
more about blacks moving to Canada and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day! I
won't be able to respond to any posts today Speaking at Apalachee High School - Winder,
GA. - Thanks for all of your support with the daily
History Lessons, I thank You and make it a
champion day!

In 1858 Gibbs moved to Victoria in what is now
British Columbia, part of a mass migration of
black men and women seeking equality under
the British flag. Again, he prospered, first as a
merchant, then as a property developer,
contractor, and elected politician. In 1866 Gibbs
was elected to the Victoria (BC) City Council
becoming the second black elected official in
Canada and only the third elected anywhere on
the North American continent.
Gibbs briefly returned to the US in 1859 to court
and marry Maria Alexander, who had studied at
Oberlin College. In developing a coal mine in the
Queen Charlotte Islands in 1869-70, he built British
Columbia’s first railroad. A tireless advocate for
the black community, he helped to organize the
colony’s first militia, an all-black unit known as the
African Rifles. As an elected delegate to the Yale
Convention, he also helped to frame the terms
by which British Columbia entered the Canadian
confederation.
Mifflin and Maria Gibbs separated in the late
1860s. Returning to the United States in 1870,
Gibbs studied law in Oberlin, Ohio (where his wife
Maria had settled, and where four of their five
children graduated from Oberlin College). He
toured the Reconstruction South and settled in
Little Rock, Arkansas, soon becoming the first
black elected municipal judge in the United
States. His long and sometimes dangerous efforts
on behalf of the Republican Party earned him an

"Success is a result of consistent practice of
winning skills and actions. There is nothing
miraculous about the process. There is no luck
involved." - Bill Russell
Remember - "I hope I epitomize the American
dream. For I came against long odds, from the
ghetto to the very top of my profession. I was not
immediately good at basketball. It did not come
easy. It came as the result of a lot of hard work
and self-sacrifice. The rewards, where they worth
it? One thousand times over." - Bill Russell

Today in our History - April 18,1966 - Bill Russell is
announced to the press as coach of the Boston
Celtics basketball team and became the first
Black to coach an established team in
professional athletics.
William Felton Russell (born February 12, 1934) is
an American retired professional basketball
player. Russell played center for the Boston
Celtics of the National Basketball Association
(NBA) from 1956 to 1969. A five-time NBA Most
Valuable Player and a twelve-time All-Star, he
was the centerpiece of the Celtics dynasty,
winning eleven NBA championships during his
thirteen-year career. Russell ties the record for the
most championships won by an athlete in a
North American sports league (with Henri Richard
of the National Hockey League). Before his
professional career, Russell led the University of
San Francisco to two consecutive NCAA
championships in 1955 and 1956, and he
captained the gold-medal winning U.S. national
basketball team at the 1956 Summer Olympics.
Russell is widely considered as one of the greatest
basketball players in NBA history. He was 6 ft 10 in
(2.08 m) tall, with a 7 ft 4 in (2.24 m) wingspan. His
shot-blocking and man-to-man defense were
major reasons for the Celtics' domination of the
NBA during his career. He also inspired his
teammates to elevate their own defensive play.
Russell was equally notable for his rebounding
abilities. He led the NBA in rebounds four times,
had a dozen consecutive seasons of 1,000 or
more rebounds, and remains second all-time in
both total rebounds and rebounds per game. He
is one of just two NBA players (the other being
prominent rival Wilt Chamberlain) to have
grabbed more than 50 rebounds in a game.
Russell was never the focal point of the Celtics'
offense, but he did score 14,522 career points
and provided effective passing.
Russell played in the wake of pioneers like Earl
Lloyd, Chuck Cooper, and Sweetwater Clifton,
and he was the first African American player to
achieve superstar status in the NBA. He also
served a three-season (1966–69) stint as playercoach for the Celtics, becoming the first African
American coach in North American pro sports
and the first to win a world championship. In
2011, Barack Obama awarded Russell the
Presidential Medal of Freedom for his
accomplishments on the court and in the Civil
Rights Movement.
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Russell is one of seven players in history to win an
NCAA Championship, an NBA Championship,
and an Olympic gold medal. He was inducted
into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame and the National Collegiate Basketball Hall
of Fame. He was selected into the NBA 25th
Anniversary Team in 1971 and the NBA 35th
Anniversary Team in 1980 and named as one of
the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History in 1996, one
of only four players to receive all three honors. In
2007, he was enshrined in the FIBA Hall of Fame.
In Russell's honor the NBA renamed the NBA Finals
Most Valuable Player trophy in 2009: it is now the
Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award.
Many talk about who is the GOAT in Professional
Basketball but to be a player - coach and win an
NBA Championship, no one after Bill has done
that. Research more about this great American
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

I don't think we can fix poverty without fixing
housing, and I don't think we can address
housing without understanding landlords. Fredrick Duglass
Remember - Good education, housing and jobs
are imperatives for the Negroes, and I shall
support them in their fight to win these objectives,
but I shall tell the Negroes that while these are
necessary, they cannot solve the main Negro
problem. - Malcolm X
Today in our History - April 19, 1968 Operation
Equity
Although racially restricted housing covenants
had been banned by the U.S. Supreme Court in
1948, various forms of de facto housing

segregation kept African Americans relatively
isolated spatially in urban areas, including the
city of Seattle. Many white homeowners in the
years following the Court’s decision were
apprehensive about letting black families into
their communities for fear that it would lead to
the deterioration of the neighborhood. In 1960,
King County Superior Judge James W. Hodson
ruled that private property owners had the right
to choose who to sell to, effectively granting
permission to realtors and homeowners to
discriminate based on race.
Local civil rights leaders created the open
housing movement in Seattle to challenge the
type of thinking that was behind the 1960 county
court decision. They advocated open housing
which argued that people with resources should
be able to purchase a home in any section of
the city. They called for legislation which would
make it illegal for individuals to discriminate
against someone when selling property.
Proponents of open housing were opposed to
the isolation of black families in the Central
District (the city’s African American area) where
higher poverty rates and poor schools plagued
the community. Local civil rights groups used
various tactics to promote open housing,
including a fair housing program known as
Operation Equity, a program that would
encourage black home purchases throughout
the city and in its suburbs.
In 1967, the Seattle Urban League received a
$138,000 grant from the Ford Foundation to
expand Operation Equity. The program helped
arrange the sale of property in white
neighborhoods to black families. With help from
the grant, Operation Equity was able to place an
average of ten families per month in formerly allwhite neighborhoods.
Despite some opposition from the black power
movement and from conservative white
homeowners, open housing was eventually
welcomed by blacks and whites in Seattle. On
April 19, 1968, after two decades of civil rights
activists fighting de facto residential segregation,
the city council finally passed an open housing
ordinance. Operation Equity was an important
program in facilitating that transformation in
Seattle. Research more about fair housing in your
community and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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I will not be able to respond to any posts past
7:00 AM, I will be the MC at a automotive group
walk around finals in Atlanta, GA. The Jim Ellis
Automotive Group competition starts at 9:00 AM.

Remember - "You can gain reconciliation from
your enemies, but you can only gain peace from
yourself." - Rubin Carter
Today in our History - April 20, 2014 - "The
Hurricane" Dies
Rubin Carter was an American middleweight
boxer, who is best known not because of his
sports career but because of his murder
conviction in 1967 and exoneration in 1985.
Carter, born in Clifton, New Jersey on May 6,
1937, the fourth of seven children. Shortly after his
fourteenth birthday, he was sentenced to a
juvenile reformatory for assault and robbery.
Carter was a 5-foot 8-inch, 160-pound boxer who
got his start fighting after he enlisted in the U.S.
Army. After leaving the army, he fought in the
amateur circuit, knocking out thirty-six opponents
and eventually working his way into the
professional ranks in 1961. Because of his rapid
boxing style, he was given the nickname "the
Hurricane."
Carter's middleweight title shot came in 1964
when he faced defending champion Joey
Giardello in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The fight
went fifteen rounds, and Carter lost on a split
decision. Carter continued boxing and was

training for his second title bout with the new
champ, Dick Tiger, when he and his friend, John
Artis, were arrested in 1966 and charged with
murdering three white people during a robbery in
Paterson, New Jersey. Although the two key
prosecution witnesses were felons who had been
recently released from prison, an all-white jury
convicted Carter and Artis on May 27, 1967.

129
cancer. He died in Toronto on April 20, 2014, at
age seventy-six. Research more about this great
American or watch his movie and share with your
babies. Today is earth day and I will be speaking
at Georgia Tech University in downtown Atlanta
and won't be able to respond to any posts. Make
it a champion day!

Nearly eight years later, in 1975, after the two key
witnesses recanted their testimony, blaming the
police for pressuring them into testifying, and new
information surfaced about the robbery. Carter
and Artis appealed their convictions. A new trial
was granted, but on December 22, 1976, both
Carter and Artis were once again convicted of
murder.
Despite being twice convicted, Carter continued
to claim his innocence and work for his release.
With the help of new attorneys, in 1985, he
petitioned to have his conviction overturned. U.S.
District Court Judge Haddon Lee Sarokin granted
his petition, stating that the two previous
convictions, “were based upon an appeal to
racism rather than reason, and concealment
rather than disclosure.”
After his release, Carter became an activist for
the writ of habeas corpus—the process that
allows incarcerated individuals a chance to
argue the legitimacy of their conviction in front of
a judge. Carter became a motivational speaker
who often described to his audiences the various
events and the legal process that led to his
freedom. He also worked with a number of
groups that support wrongly imprisoned
individuals. In 1999, the movie The Hurricane was
released about Carter’s life, with Denzel
Washington playing the embattled boxer.
Although some critics challenged portions of the
film’s historical accuracy, it nevertheless brought
attention to Carter and his long fight for freedom
and to others who have been wrongly
convicted.
In 1993, Carter moved to Toronto, Ontario and
became a Canadian citizen. While there, he was
executive director of the Association in Defense
of the Wrongly Convicted (ADWC). In 1996, he
received the Abolition Award from the
organization Death Penalty Focus, and in 2005,
he received honorary Doctor of Law degrees
from York University in Toronto and Griffith
University in Brisbane, Australia. In March 2012,
Carter revealed that he had terminal prostate

“Deal with yourself as an individual worthy of
respect and make everyone else deal with you
the same way." – Nikki Giovanni
Remember - "It’s not the load that breaks you
down, it’s the way you carry it.” – Lena Horne
Today in our History - April 21,1985 - The first Black
Woman Brigadier General. Brigadier General
Sherian Grace Cadoria was born January 26,
1943 in Marksville, Louisiana. A retired United
States Army officer and the first African American
female to achieve the rank of General in the
Army, Cadoria was also the highest-ranking
female in the army at the time of her retirement.
After a distinguished 29-year military career,
Cadoria retired as Brigadier General in 1990.
Majoring in Business Education, Cadoria
attended Southern University Baton Rouge, and
was selected by the Women’s Army Corps to
represent the university at the College Junior
program in her junior year. Cadoria spent four
weeks at Fort McClellan in Alabama in the
summer of 1960, experiencing firsthand the life of
an enlisted soldier. Following her studies at SU,
she enlisted and received her commission as a
Second Lieutenant in the Women’s Army Corps.
When training in Fort McClellan, Cadoria
encountered the first of her many obstacles due
to her gender and race. In an interview with
Essence Magazine in April of 1990, she recalled,
“When I started in the Army in 1961, there were
jobs a black, by unwritten code, could not do.”

said Cadoria. “I can never foget that the
coveted position of Platoon Leader… was
denied me because a black could not carry out
all the duties the job entailed. Specifically, in
Anniston, Alabama, a black could not take the
troops off the installation because of Jim Crow
laws.” Cadoria finished.
On April 21,1985, Cadoria was promoted to the
rank of Brigadier General, and later became the
first black female director of Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Regarding her status as a black female in what
was a predominantly white male community,
Cadoria was quoted saying, “I’ve gotten more
pressure from being female in a man’s world,
than from being black. I was always a role
model. I had responsibility not just for black
women, but black men as well.”
Cadoria has been recognized as one of the Top
10 Black Business and Professional Women and
has received the NAACP’s Roy Wilkens
Meritorious Service Award and the National
Athena Award. On November 11, 2002, she
became the first woman and the first African
American inducted into the Louisiana Veterans
Hall of Honor. Additionally, Cadoria is a member
of the Louisiana Black History Hall of Fame and
the Louisiana Justice Hall of Fame. Research
more about black woman in the milatrary and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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"I don't think I think when I play. I have a
photographic memory for chords, and when I'm
playing, the right chords appear in my mind like
photographs long before I get to them." -- Earl
Hines
Remember - "I always challenge myself. I get out
in deep water and I always try to get back. But I
get hung up. The audience never knows, but
that's when I smile the most, when I show the
most ivory." -- Earl Hines
Today in ouir History - April 22, 1983 - Known as
the "Father of Modern Jazz Piano," Earl Hines
played with such luminaries as Louis Armstrong
and was an accomplished bandleader.
Born on December 28, 1903, in Duquesne,
Pennsylvania, jazz pianist Earl "Fatha" Hines
became known for his innovative style. He
produced some of his most notable music
alongside Louis Armstrong in the late 1920s, and
later became a prominent bandleader.
Following a late-career resurgence in popularity,
Hines played regularly until his death from a heart
attack on April 22, 1983, in Oakland, California.
Earl Kenneth Hines was born on December 28,
1903, in Duquesne, Pennsylvania. His father
played cornet in a local brass band, and young
Hines briefly tried the instrument before learning
to play piano at age 9. He turned his interest to
jazz piano after three years of classical lessons,
and by 15 he was leading his own trio.
Hines was discovered by singer Lois Deppe, who
helped the talented young pianist earn a job
with Authur Rideout's orchestra. Hines later joined
Deppe's Pittsburgh Serenaders and made his
recording debut with Deppe in 1922.
Hines became known for a "tricky" left hand that
could play against time and deftly sway tempo
before falling into line. With his right, he delivered
horn-like solo lines in octaves, a technique he
termed "trumpet style."
After moving to Chicago in 1923, Hines toured
with Carroll Dickerson's orchestra and met an
important friend and collaborator in Louis
Armstrong. Hines became music director of the
Louis Armstrong Stompers in 1927, and the two
briefly owned a nightclub together. Although
their business didn't work out, they were magic
when paired on piano and trumpet, producing
such notable songs as "Weather Bird," "Muggles"
and "West End Blues."
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Hines's works with Armstrong were part of a
prolific 1928 for the pianist. He also recorded 12
unaccompanied piano solos, including "A
Monday Date" and "57 Varieties," and worked
regularly with Jimmie Noone's Apex Club. He
celebrated his 25th birthday at the end of the
year by debuting his new big band at the Grand
Terrace Café.

Remember - "
Painting is silent
poetry and poetry
is painting that
speaks." - James
Monroe Whitfield

With the Grand Terrace Café serving as his home
base, Hines and his ensemble were one of the
first black big bands to tour the South. He
became known nationwide thanks to the growth
of radio, earning the nickname "Fatha" from a
disc jockey. In 1940, he scored a hit with one of
his most popular songs, "Boogie Woogie on St.
Louis Blues."

Today in our
History - April 23,
1871 - Black Poiet
Dies -

Hines led a series of smaller groups after leaving
Armstrong, primarily serving as leader of a
Dixieland band in the 1950s. He went on tour in
Europe with a group that included trombonist
Jack Teagarden in 1957, but faded into obscurity
as the new decade rolled in.
After critic Stanley Dance talked Hines into
performing a couple of concerts at the Little
Theatre in New York in 1964, the veteran jazz
great enjoyed a resurgence in popularity. He was
elected a member of Downbeat magazine's jazz
hall of fame in 1965, and the following year was
part of a Unites States-sponsored tour in the
Soviet Union.
Hines led his own small band into the 1980s and
continued to perform regularly throughout the
country. He delivered his final concert just weeks
before his death from a heart attack in Oakland,
California, on April 22, 1983. Research more of
that musical style or listen to some of the music
by Earl Hines and share with your babies. Make it
a champion day!

James Monroe
Whitfield, a black abolitionist and colonizationist,
was born on April 10, 1822 in New Hampshire.
Little is known about his early life except that he
was a descendant of Ann Paul, the sister of
prominent black clergyman Thomas Paul.
Whitfield had little formal education. Nonetheless
by the age of 16, he was publishing papers for
Negro rights conventions.
Although his main occupation was as a barber,
Whitfield eventually became well known as a
poet whose work was published in North Star as
well as Frederick Douglass’ Paper and The
Liberator during the period he lived in Buffalo,
New York. While living in Buffalo between 1839
and 1859, Whitfield worked with other abolitionists
and emigrationists such as James T. Holly and
Martin Delany. Whitfield promoted the National
Emigration Convention in 1854 and 1856 and the
African American Repository one of the earliest
black-oriented national publications.
Frederick Douglass initially recognized Whitfield’s
leadership and activism and gave the young
poet national exposure in his publications.
Eventually Whitfield would disagree with Douglass
whom he saw as too accommodating to the
mostly white abolitionist movement. The men also
disagreed on the wisdom of large-scale
emigration of African Americans from the United
States. Despite their differences, Douglass
allowed Whitfield to publish his views in a series of
letters to Douglass’s newspaper the North Star in
1853.
In 1858 Whitfield publicly supported the proposal
by Missouri Congressman Frank P. Blair to acquire
land in Central America, to be used for black
colonization. The following year, Whitfield was

given the position of fact-finding commissioner
by the proponents of this scheme and was sent
to Central America where he lived for two years.
Upon his return to the United States in 1860, he
found the nation on the verge of civil war. Like
Martin R. Delany and other emigrationists,
Whitfield now turned his efforts toward supporting
the war effort which he believed would
emancipate the slaves and potentially allow
blacks to live as full citizens in the United States.
Settling in San Francisco, California Whitfield
worked as a barber but continued to write
poetry. Abdicating his role in political activism,
Whitfield moved to the Pacific Northwest,
working first in Portland, Oregon and later in
Placerville, Idaho. Whitfield returned to California
and became Grand Master of the Prince Hall
Masons for the state, a post he held between
1864 and 1869. In May of 1869, he moved to Elko,
Nevada, where he and three other black men
sat on a jury, a first for the state of Nevada. He
continued to write and publish poetry.
James Monroe Whitfield died in San Francisco on
April 23, 1871 of heart disease and was buried in
a Masonic cemetery in that city. Research more
about blacks and the spoken word. Share with
your babies and make it a champion day!
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Today in our History - April 24, 1919 - David Harold
Blackwell is Born.
David Harold Blackwell, mathematician and
statistician, was the first African American to be
elected to the National Academy of Sciences
(1965) and is especially known for his
contributions to the theory of duels. Blackwell
was born on April 24, 1919, to a working-class
family in Centralia, Illinois. Growing up in an
integrated community, Blackwell attended
“mixed” schools, where he distinguished himself
in mathematics. During elementary school, his
teachers promoted him beyond his grade level
on two occasions. He discovered his passion for
math in a high school geometry course.
At the age of sixteen, Blackwell began his
college career at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. Although he planned on
becoming an educator, Blackwell chose math
classes instead. Having won a four-year
scholarship from the state of Illinois, Blackwell
completed his undergraduate degree in 1938
and earned his master’s degree the following
year.
Encouraged to continue his studies, Blackwell
applied for a fellowship and a teaching
assistantship. He was awarded the fellowship
which allowed him to complete the Ph.D.
program in 1941. After Blackwell completed his
dissertation on Markov chains his adviser, Joseph
Doob, helped him secure the Rosenwald
Fellowship at Princeton University in New Jersey.
While Rosenwald Fellows typically received
honorary faculty appointments at Princeton, the
school objected to Blackwell’s appointment on
the grounds of race and refused to back down
until the institute director intervened.
From 1942 to 1944 Blackwell taught at Southern
University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Clark
College in Atlanta, Georgia; and temporarily at
Howard University in Washington, D.C. In 1944, he
married Ann Madison and took a permanent
faculty position at Howard, later becoming a
department head.

Remember -"Mathematicians didn't invent infinity
until 1877. So, they thought it was impossible that
Africans could be using fractal geometry." David Harold Blackwell

From 1948 to 1950, Blackwell spent his summers at
RAND Corporation with Meyer A. Girshick and
other mathematicians exploring the theory of
duels, which involves questions about the
shooter’s timing in a man to man altercation. In
1954 Girshick and Blackwell published Theory of
Games and Statistical Decisions.

That same year Blackwell was offered a teaching
position in the statistics department at the
University of California, Berkeley (UCB). Blackwell
accepted the offer and the following year was
elected president of the Institute of Mathematics
and granted a full professorship at UCB. After
serving as assistant dean of the college of arts
and science, Blackwell served as chair of the
statistics department from 1957 to 1961.
In the mid-1970s, Blackwell served abroad as
director of the University of California Study
Center for the United Kingdom and Ireland. With
this international appointment came the
presidency of the International Association for
Statistics in the physical sciences. Before retiring in
1988, he was appointed the W.W. Rouse Ball
Lecturer at Cambridge University, England.
David Harold Blackwell died in Berkeley,
California on July 8, 2010 at the age of 91.
Research more about black scientists. Share with
your babies and make it a champion day!

Today we
have a young
black actress
who took
America by
surprise.

Remember - "I think people look at me and don't
expect much. Even though, I expect a whole lot."
- Gabourey Sidibe
Today in our History - April 25, 2013 - Gabourey
Sidibe, joins cast of American Horror Story.
Gabourey Sidibe, born (May 6, 1983) is an
American actress. Sidibe made her acting debut
in the 2009 film Precious, a role that earned her
the Independent Spirit Award for Best Female
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Lead in addition to nominations for the Golden
Globe and Academy Award for Best Actress. Her
other film roles include Tower Heist (2011), White
Bird in a Blizzard (2014), and Grimsby (2016).
From 2010 to 2013, she was a main cast member
of the Showtime series The Big C. Sidibe costarred on the television series American Horror
Story: Coven as Queenie and American Horror
Story: Freak Show as Regina Ross, and later
reprised her role as Queenie in American Horror
Story: Hotel. Since 2015, she stars in the Fox
musical drama series Empire as Becky Williams.
Sidibe was born in Bedford–Stuyvesant, Brooklyn,
New York, and was raised in Harlem. Her mother,
Alice Tan Ridley, is an American R&B and gospel
singer who appeared on the fifth season of
America's Got Talent, on June 15, 2010. Her
father, Ibnou Sidibe, is from Senegal and is a cab
driver. Growing up, Sidibe lived with her aunt, the
noted feminist activist Dorothy Pitman Hughes.
She holds an associate's degree from Borough of
Manhattan Community College and attended
but did not graduate from City College of New
York and Mercy College. She worked at The Fresh
Air Fund's office as a receptionist before she went
on to pursue a career in acting.
In Precious, Sidibe played the main character,
Claireece "Precious" Jones, a 16-year-old mother
of two (both of whom are the results of being
raped by her father) trying to escape abuse at
the hands of her mother. The film won numerous
awards, including two Academy Awards, a
Golden Globe Award and Sundance Film Festival
Grand Jury Award. On December 15, 2009, she
was nominated for a Golden Globe in the
category of Best Performance by an Actress in a
Motion Picture Drama for her performance in
Precious. The next month she received an
Academy Award nomination for Best Actress.
Her next film, Yelling to the Sky, was a Sundance
Lab project directed by Victoria Mahoney and
starring Zoe Kravitz, in which she played Latonya
Williams, a bully. In 2011, Sidibe was in the film
Tower Heist and voiced a "party girl" character in
"Hot Water", the season 7 premiere of American
Dad!. She appeared in the season 8 American
Dad! episode "Stanny Tendergrass" early in 2013
and also stars in the music video for "Don't Stop
(Color on the Walls)" by indie pop band Foster
the People. Sidibe also appeared in the
Showtime network series entitled The Big C as
Andrea Jackson.
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During an interview, Sidibe reported that before
landing her role in the 2009 film, Precious, Joan
Cusack advised her that the entertainment
industry was not for her and to quit, leaning over
and stating: "Oh honey, you should really quit the
business. It's so image-conscious."
On April 25, 2013, it was announced that Sidibe
would be joining the cast of the third season of
American Horror Story, portraying Queenie, a
young witch. She returned to the series for its
fourth season, American Horror Story: Freak Show
as a secretarial school student, Regina Ross. As of
2015, she stars in Lee Daniels Fox musical series
Empire as Becky Williams alongside Terrence
Howard and Taraji P. Henson. Sidibe portrays the
head of A&R in the Empire company. In April
2015, it was announced Sidibe would be
promoted to a series regular beginning in Season
2. She also starred in the Hulu series Difficult
People as Denise.
On June 3, 2015 it was confirmed Sidibe would
be writing her memoir and it would be published
in 2017. On January 6, 2016, Sidibe appeared in
the penultimate episode for American Horror
Story: Hotel, reprising her Coven role as Queenie,
marking her third season in the series.
She announced on Twitter in January 2018 that
she will be taking time off from acting the entire
year to recover from having her tonsils removed.
In March 2017, Sidibe revealed that she has been
diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes and that as a
consequence she underwent laparoscopic
bariatric surgery in an effort to manage her
weight. Research more about this American
actress or watch one of her productions with your
babies on video. Make it a champion day!

Today is N.J.'s own Count Basie!
Remember - "I decided that I would be one of
the biggest new names; and I actually had some
little fancy business cards printed up to
announce it, 'Count Basie. Beware, the Count is
Here." - Count Basie
Today on our History - April 26, 1984 - The Count
Passes One of jazz music's all-time greats,
bandleader/pianist Count Basie was a primary
shaper of the big-band sound that characterized
mid-20th century popular music.
Count Basie was born on August 21, 1904, in Red
Bank, New Jersey. A pianist, he played vaudeville
before eventually forming his own big band and
helping to define the era of swing with hits like
"One O’clock Jump" and "Blue Skies." In 1958,
Basie became the first African American male
recipient of a Grammy Award. One of jazz
music's all-time greats, he won many other
Grammys throughout his career and worked with
a plethora of artists, including Joe Williams and
Ella Fitzgerald. Basie died in Florida on April 26,
1984.
His father Harvey was a mellophonist and his
mother Lillian was a pianist who gave her son his
first lessons. After moving to New York, he was
further influenced by James P. Johnson and Fats
Waller, with Waller teaching Basie organ-playing
techniques.
Basie played the vaudevillian circuit for a time
until he got stuck in Kansas in the mid-1920s after
his performance group disbanded. He went on
to join Walter Page's Blue Devils in 1928, which he
would see as a pivotal moment in his career,

being introduced to the big-band sound for the
first time.
He later worked for a few years with a band led
by Bennie Moten, who died in 1935. Basie then
formed the Barons of Rhythm with some of his
bandmates from Motten's group, including
saxophonist Lester Young. With vocals by Jimmy
Rushing, the band set up shop to perform at
Kansas City's Reno Club.
During a radio broadcast of the band's
performance, the announcer wanted to give
Basie's name some pizazz, keeping in mind the
existence of other bandleaders like Duke
Ellington and Earl Hines. So, he called the pianist
"Count," with Basie not realizing just how much
the name would catch on as a form of
recognition and respect in the music world.
Producer John Hammond heard the band's
sound and helped secure further bookings. After
some challenges, the Count Basie Orchestra had
a slew of hits that helped to define the big-band
sound of the 1930s and '40s. Some of their
notable songs included "One O’clock Jump"—
the orchestra's signature tune which Basie
composed himself—and "Jumpin' at the
Woodside."
With the group becoming highly distinguished for
its soloists, rhythm section and style of swing, Basie
himself was noted for his understated yet
captivating style of piano playing and precise,
impeccable musical leadership. He was also
helming one of the biggest, most renowned
African American jazz groups of the day.
Due to changing fortunes and an altered musical
landscape, Basie was forced to scale down the
size of his orchestra at the start of the 1950s, but
he soon made a comeback and returned to his
big-band structure in 1952, recording new hits
with vocalist Joe Williams and becoming an
international figure. Another milestone came with
the 1956 album April in Paris, whose title track
contained psyche-you-out endings that became
a new band signature.
During the 1960s and '70s, Basie recorded with
luminaries like Ella Fitzgerald, Frank Sinatra,
Sammy Davis Jr., Jackie Wilson, Dizzy Gillespie
and Oscar Peterson. Basie ultimately earned nine
Grammy Awards over the course of his career,
but he made history when he won his first, in
1958, as the first African American man to
receive a Grammy. A few of his songs were
inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame as well,
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including "April in Paris" and "Everyday I Have the
Blues."
Basie suffered from health issues in his later years,
and died from cancer in Hollywood, Florida, on
April 26, 1984. He left the world an almost
unparalleled legacy of musical greatness, having
recorded or been affiliated with dozens upon
dozens of albums during his lifetime.
My wife and I would travel from Edgewater Park,
NJ to attend a lot of great performances at
Count Basie Theater in Red Bank, NJ that was
before we moved to Georgia in 2006. Research
more about this great American Hero and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, we
remember a
brave black
woman who
protested
something
she felt was
wrong.

Remember -"Power is getting things done without
having to demonstrate that you can bulldoze it
through. I'm most effective when I've studied an
issue, when I can make a credible argument,
and then bring people along." -( U.S.
Congresswoman 4th District MD. - Donna
Edwards)
Today in our History - April 27, 2009 - Donna
Edwards Arrested.
Donna Edwards is a Democratic member of U.S.
House of Representatives, representing the 4th
Congressional District of Maryland since 2008.
Early in 2009 she was among a group of U.S.
Congress members who were handcuffed and

arrested while protesting the expulsion of aid
groups from Darfur in front of the Sudanese
Embassy in Washington, D.C.
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Edwards earned her BA from Wake Forest
University where she was one of six African
American women in her class. She later earned a
JD from Franklin Pierce Law Center in New
Hampshire. Prior to her political career, she
worked as a system engineer with the Spacelab
program at Lockheed Corporation’s Goddard
Space Flight Center. During the 1980s, Edwards
worked as a clerk for then district judge Albert
Wynn when he served in the Maryland House of
Delegates.
Edwards also was involved in numerous
community organizations prior to entering
political office. She co-founded, chaired, and
served as the first executive director of the
National Network to End Domestic Violence, a
legal support and advocacy group for battered
women. She was instrumental in helping to pass
the 1994 Violence Against Women Act. Edwards
also headed the Center for a New Democracy
and was a lobbyist for the nonprofit Public Citizen
organization. Edwards participates on numerous
nonprofit boards including Citizens for
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, Common
Cause, and the League of Conservation Voters.
Since 2000, she has served as executive director
of the Arca Foundation.
After a controversial Democratic primary loss to
Rep. Albert Wynn in 2006 in which there were
substantial problems with the voting process, she
defeated Wynn in the primary in 2008. Later that
year, she filled the congressional seat after
winning a special election when Wynn resigned
mid-term. She serves on the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, the Science and
Technology Committee, and the Tom Lantos
Human Rights Commission.
On April 27, 2009, Edwards was arrested outside
the Sudanese Embassy in Washington D.C.,
during a protest against genocide in Darfur. She
and four other members of Congress were
protesting the blocking of aid to victims.

Between Plessy v Ferguson and Brown v Board of
Education, the Supreme Court heard and
delivered a unanimous opinion on a case most
don't know about. Enjoy!
Remember - "Equal Justice Under The Law. That is
a great goal. But that goal has not been
realized." - Arthur Mitchell
Today in our History - April 28, 1941 - Arthur Wergs
Mitchell (U.S. Congress - D IL)
Mitchell v. United States et al., 313 U.S. 80 (1941),
came on appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court,
challenging discriminatory treatment of railroad
accommodations for African American
passengers on interstate train coaches passing
through Arkansas, where a state law demanded
segregation of races but equivalent facilities. The
Supreme Court had held in earlier cases that it
was adequate under the Fourteenth
Amendment for separate privileges to be
supplied to differing groups of people as long as
they were treated similarly well. Originating in
Arkansas in April 1937, the suit worked its way
through the regulatory and legal system, finally
ending up on the calendar of the Supreme Court
in 1941.
The circumstances surrounding the matter began
after the only African American in the U.S.
Congress, Representative Arthur Wergs Mitchell,
a Democrat of Illinois, opted to spend a twoweek vacation in Hot Springs (Garland County).
He purchased a first-class railroad ticket, costing
three cents per mile, from the Illinois Central
Railroad Company in Chicago. Beginning on
April 20, 1937, the trip involved the Illinois Central

and the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific
Railroad. Traveling through Memphis, Tennessee,
Mitchell transferred to the Chicago, Rock Island
and Pacific line on the morning of April 21,
requesting a Pullman sleeper coach, which cost
an additional ninety cents, headed for Hot
Springs. As the train crossed the Mississippi River
into Arkansas, Conductor Albert W. Jones
proceeded to collect fares. While in St. Francis
County, Jones was startled to find an African
American seated in the “white” section and
immediately directed Congressman Mitchell to
move to the African American car.
Conductor Jones’s actions were based on his
obligation to enforce the Arkansas Separate
Coach Law of 1891 along any of Arkansas’s 2,063
miles of track. The rule, branded a “Jim Crow”
law, required railroads operating in Arkansas to
establish “equal but separate and sufficient”
coaches for segregating white and black
passengers, as well as commanding railroad
employees to enforce the law or be fined $25 to
$50; passengers who refused their instructions
could be fined from $10 to $200.
Mitchell, due to his congressional status and
purchase of the first-class ticket, refused to
comply. Conductor Jones said to him, “It don’t
make a damn bit of difference who you are—as
long as you a nigger you can’t ride in this car.”
Under threat of stopping the train and being
arrested by the nearest sheriff if he did not
proceed to the “colored passenger” coach,
Mitchell moved to the designated area,
although his luggage remained in the Pullman
coach. The conductor later advised Mitchell that
he could ask for a refund for the Memphis to Hot
Springs portion of the fare as coach was only two
cents per mile.
Mitchell never mentioned the incident during his
two weeks in Hot Springs at his lodgings in the
Pythian Hotel & Baths. The governor, Little Rock
(Pulaski County) mayor, and the president of the
Little Rock Chamber of Commerce all sent letters
welcoming Mitchell. In a scheduled Little Rock
speech before a mixed audience, the
congressman was introduced by U.S. District
Attorney Fred A. Isgrig, but again at no time did
he mention the confrontation on the train. Upon
his return trip to Chicago, Mitchell rode in the
“Jim Crow” car without being directed to do so.
Back in Chicago, Congressman Mitchell, himself
a lawyer, consulted with attorney Ralph E.
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Westbrook, and together they filed a personal
damages lawsuit for $50,000 against the railroads
in state court, along with a complaint with the
Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC). Mitchell
claimed that the African American
accommodations were not equal, nor should
they be enforced by the ICC. He described the
Jim Crow facilities thusly: “[T]he car was divided
by partitions and partly used for carrying
baggage,…poorly ventilated, filthy, filled with
stench and odors emitting from the toilet and
other filth, which is indescribable.” As for the
language of Conductor Jones toward a member
of the U.S. Congress, Mitchell described it as “too
opprobrious and profane, vulgar and filthy to be
spread upon the records of this court.” The
“colored” cars were further described as not airconditioned and divided by partitions for
“colored smokers, white smokers, and colored
men and women. A toilet was in each of the
three sections, but only the one in the women’s
section flushed and was for the exclusive use of
colored women. The car was without wash
basins, soap, towels, or running water, except in
the women’s section. “Correspondingly, the
“white” cars were described as in excellent
condition, modern, air-conditioned, and
equipped with hot and cold running water, soap,
and towels, along with flushable toilets for both
men and women; too, first-class passengers had
sole use of the only dining-car and observationparlor car.
The ICC dismissed the complaint, with the twelvemember board voting seven to five, noting “the
discrimination and prejudice was plainly not
unjust or undue.” Mitchell appealed the ICC
ruing to the U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of Illinois, but it also dismissed the
complaint, noting that “the small number of
colored passengers asking for first-class
accommodations justified an occasional
discrimination against them because of their
race.” Mitchell appealed that ruling directly to
the U.S. Supreme Court, where he presented oral
arguments himself.
On April 28, 1941, four years and seven days from
the original incident, Chief Justice Charles Evans
Hughes delivered the unanimous opinion of the
Court: “This was manifestly a discrimination
against him [Mitchell] in the course of his
interstate journey and admittedly that
discrimination was based solely upon the fact
that he was a Negro. The question whether this

was a discrimination forbidden by the Interstate
Commerce Act is not a question of segregation
but equality of treatment. The denial to appellant
equality of accommodations because of his
race would be an invasion of a fundamental
right which is guaranteed against state actions
by the 14th Amendment.” The Supreme Court
reversed the U.S. District Court decree and
remanded the case, also directing that the ICC
order be set aside and sent back for further
proceedings in conformity with the Supreme
Court opinion.
Not until January 1956 was segregation on
interstate transportation ended on railroads, and
not until 1973 did the Arkansas General Assembly
finally repeal the Separate Coach Law of 1891,
originally authored by state Senator John N.
Tillman—afterward president of the University of
Arkansas (UA) in Fayetteville (Washington
County) from 1905 to 1912. Eventually, in the civil
lawsuit, Mitchell reached an out-of-court
settlement, and additionally he received $3,750
and court costs. However, his political career in
Chicago was over because of his having
angered the white political establishment.
Mitchell did not seek reelection but instead
retired and moved to Petersburg, Virginia,
becoming a gentleman farmer on his estate,
named Rose-Anna Gardens, where he was laid
to rest in 1968. I bet that you did not get this in
your secondary high school days. Read more
about this great American hero and share it with
your babies. Make it a champion day!
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Although the name Elijah McCoy may be
unknown to most people, the enormity of his
ingenuity and the quality of his inventions have
created a level of distinction which bears his
name. One of the most beloved Inventors in
history!
Remember - "So much time is wasted by trying to
be better than others. Dream the impossible
because dreams do come true. I am not a star; a
star is nothing but a ball of gas. Going against
the grain of society is the greatest thing in the
world." - Elijah McCoy
Today in our History - April 29, 1922 - Elijah and
Mary McCoy Involved in an automobile accident
and both suffered severe injuries.
Elijah McCoy was born in Colchester, Ontario,
Canada on May 2, 1844. His parents were
George and Emillia McCoy, former slaves from
Kentucky who escaped through the
Underground Railroad. George joined the
Canadian Army, fighting in the Rebel War and
then raised his family as free Canadian citizens
on a 160-acre homestead.
At an early age, Elijah showed a mechanical
interest, often taking items apart and putting
them back together again. Recognizing his keen
abilities, George and Emillia saved enough
money to send Elijah to Edinburgh, Scotland,
where he could study mechanical engineering.
After finishing his studies as a “master mechanic
and engineer” he returned to the United States
which had just seen the end of the Civil War –
and the emergence of the “Emancipation
Proclamation.”
Elijah moved to Ypsilanti, Michigan but was
unable to find work as an engineer. He was thus
forced to take on a position as a fireman\oilman
on the Michigan Central Railroad. As a fireman,
McCoy was responsible for shoveling coal onto
fires which would help to produce steam that
powered the locomotive. As an oilman, Elijah
was responsible for ensuring that the train was
well lubricated. After a few miles, the train would
be forced to stop, and he would have to walk
alongside the train applying oil to the axles and
bearings.
In an effort to improve efficiency and eliminate
the frequent stopping necessary for lubrication of
the train, McCoy set out to create a method of
automating the task. In 1872 he developed a
“lubricating cup” that could automatically drip

oil when and where needed. He received a
patent for the device later that year. The
“lubricating cup” met with enormous success
and orders for it came in from railroad
companies all over the country. Other inventors
attempted to sell their own versions of the
device, but most companies wanted the
authentic device, requesting “the Real McCoy.”
In 1868, Elijah married Ann Elizabeth Stewart.
Sadly, Elizabeth passed away just four years later.
In 1873, McCoy married again, this time his bride
was Mary Eleanor Delaney and the couple would
eventually settle into Detroit, Michigan together
for the next 50 years.
McCoy remained interested in continuing to
perfect his invention and to create more. He thus
sold some percentages of rights to his patent to
finance building a workshop. He made
continued improvements to the “lubricating
cup.” The patent application described the it as
a device which “provides for the continuous flow
of oil on the gears and other moving parts of a
machine in order to keep it lubricated properly
and continuous and thereby do away with the
necessity of shutting down the machine
periodically.” The device would be adjusted and
modified in order to apply it to different types of
machinery. Versions of the cup would soon be
used in steam engines, naval vessels, oil-drilling
rigs, mining equipment, in factories and
construction sites.
In 1916 McCoy created the graphite lubricator
which allowed new superheater trains and
devices to be oiled. In 1920, Elijah established the
“Elijah McCoy Manufacturing Company.” With
his new company, he improved and sold the
graphite lubricator as well as other inventions
which came to him out of necessity. He
developed and patented a portable ironing
board after his wife expressed a need for an
easier way of ironing clothes. When he desired
an easier and faster way of watering his lawn, he
created and patented the lawn sprinkler.
On April 29, 1922, Elijah and Mary were involved
in an automobile accident and both suffered
severe injuries. Mary would die from the injuries
and Elijah’s health suffered for several years until
he died in 1929. McCoy left behind a legacy of
successful inventions which would benefit
mankind for another century and his name
would come to symbolize quality workmanship –
the Real McCoy! Research more about black
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Inventors and share with your babies and make it
a champion day!

"The air is the only place
free from prejudice." Bessie Coleman
Remember - "I decided
blacks should not have
to experience the
difficulties I had faced,
so I decided to open a
flying school and teach
other black women to
fly." - Bessie Coleman
Today in our History - April 30, 1926 - FLY FIRL DIES Bessie Coleman, a stunt pilot, was a pioneer in
aviation. She was the first African American
woman with a pilot's license, the first African
American woman to fly a plane, and the first
American with an international pilot's license. She
lived from January 26, 1892 (some sources give
1893) to April 30, 1926
Bessie Coleman was born in Atlanta, Texas, in
1892, tenth of thirteen children. The family soon
moved to a farm near Dallas.
The family worked the land as sharecroppers,
and Bessie Coleman worked in the cotton fields.
Her father, George Coleman, moved to Indian
Territory, Oklahoma, in 1901, where he had rights,
based on having three Indian grandparents. His
African American wife, Susan, with five of their
children still at home, refused to go with him. She
supported the children by picking cotton and
taking in laundry and ironing.
Susan, Bessie Coleman's mother, encouraged her
daughter's education, though she was herself
illiterate, and though Bessie had to miss school
often to help in the cotton fields or to watch her
younger siblings. After Bessie graduated from
eighth grade with high marks, she was able to
pay, with her own savings and some from her
mother, for a semester's tuition at an industrial
college in Oklahoma, Oklahoma Colored
Agricultural and Normal University.
When she dropped out of school after a
semester, she returned home, working as a
laundress.

In 1915 or 1916 she moved to Chicago to stay
with her two brothers who had already moved
there. She went to beauty school, and became
a manicurist, where she met many of the "black
elite" of Chicago.
Bessie Coleman had read about the new field of
aviation, and her interest was heightened when
her brothers regaled her with tales of French
women flying planes in World War I.
She tried to enroll in aviation school but was
turned down. It was the same story with other
schools where she applied.
One of her contacts through her job as a
manicurist was Robert S. Abbott, publisher of the
Chicago Defender. He encouraged her to go to
France to study flying there. She got a new
position managing a chili restaurant to save
money while studying French at the Berlitz school.
She followed Abbott's advice, and, with funds
from several sponsors including Abbott, left for
France in 1920.
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Bessie Coleman landed a movie role in a film
called Shadow and Sunshine, thinking it would
help her promote her career. She walked away
when she realized that the depiction of her as a
black woman would be as a stereotypical "Uncle
Tom." Those of her backers who were in the
entertainment industry in turn walked away from
supporting her career.
In 1923, Bessie Coleman bought her own plane, a
World War I surplus Army training plane. She
crashed in the plane days later, on February 4,
when the plane nose-dived. After a long
recuperation from broken bones, and a longer
struggle to find new backers, she finally was able
to get some new bookings for her stunt flying.
On Juneteenth (June 19) in 1924, she flew in a
Texas air show. She bought another plane—this
one also an older model, a Curtiss JN-4, one that
was low-priced enough that she could afford it.

In France, Bessie Coleman was accepted in a
flying school, and received her pilot's license—
the first African American woman to do so. After
two more months of study with a French pilot, she
returned to New York in September 1921. There,
she was celebrated in the black press and was
ignored by the mainstream press.

In April 1926, Bessie Coleman was in Jacksonville,
Florida, to prepare for a May Day Celebration
sponsored by the local Negro Welfare League.
On April 30, she and her mechanic went for a
test flight, with the mechanic piloting the plane
and Bessie in the other seat, with her seat belt
unbuckled so that she could lean out and get a
better view of the ground as she planned the
next day's stunts.

Wanting to make her living as a pilot, Bessie
Coleman returned to Europe for advanced
training in acrobatic flying—stunt flying. She
found that training in France, in the Netherlands,
and in Germany. She returned to the United
States in 1922.

A loose wrench got wedged in the open gear
box, and the controls jammed. Bessie Coleman
was thrown from the plane at 1,000 feet, and she
died in the fall to the ground. The mechanic
could not regain control, and the plane crashed
and burned, killing the mechanic.

That Labor Day weekend, Bessie Coleman flew in
an air show on Long Island in New York, with
Abbott and the Chicago Defender as sponsors.
The event was held in honor of black veterans of
World War I. She was billed as "the world's
greatest woman flyer."
Weeks later, she flew in a second show, this one
in Chicago, where crowds lauded her stunt
flying. From there she became a popular pilot at
air shows around the United States.
She announced her intent to start a flying school
for African Americans and began recruiting
students for that future venture. She started a
beauty shop in Florida to help raise funds. She
also regularly lectured at schools and churches.

After a well-attended memorial service in
Jacksonville on May 2, Bessie Coleman was
buried in Chicago. Another memorial service
there drew crowds as well.
Every April 30, African American aviators—men
and women—fly in formation over Lincoln
Cemetery in southwest Chicago (Blue Island) and
drop flowers on Bessie Coleman's grave.
Black flyers founded the Bessie Coleman Aero
Clubs, right after her death. the Bessie Aviators
organization was founded by black women pilots
in 1975, open to women pilots of all races.
In 1990, Chicago renamed a road near O'Hare
International Airport for Bessie Coleman. That
same year, Lambert - St. Louis International
Airport unveiled a mural honoring "Black
Americans in Flight," including Bessie Coleman. In

1995, the U.S. Postal Service honored Bessie
Coleman with a commemorative stamp.
In October 2002, Bessie Coleman was inducted
into the National Women's Hall of Fame in New
York. Research more about this great American
and share with you babies. Make it a champion
day!

MAY
We have
made it to
another
new
month,
and I have
been
blessed to
bring you
everyday
reminders
and
people that you have not heard about. Today
we examine a strong black woman.
Remember - " Our black women can do anything
in life as they want. You must have a vision and
go for it every day" - Janet Emerson Bashen
Today in our History - May 1, 2014 - Woman
Inventor elected to the Black Inventor’s Hall of
Fame.
Janet Emerson Bashen is the founder and CEO of
the Bashen Corporation, a private consulting
group that investigates Equal Employment
Opportunity complaints under Title VII of the 1964
Civil Rights Act. She is the first African American
woman in the United States to hold a software
patent.
Born Janet Emerson in Mansfield, Ohio on
February 12, 1957, Bashen grew up in a workingclass family. Early in her childhood, her family
moved to Huntsville, Alabama, where her father
worked as a garbage collector and her mother
was the city’s first black woman emergency
room nurse.
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Bashen attended Alabama A&M until she
married and relocated to Houston, Texas. She
finished her degree in legal studies and
government at the University of Houston and
then continued her education at Rice University’s
Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of
Administration. She also attended Harvard
University’s “Women and Power: Leadership in a
New World.”
Working in the insurance industry after
graduation, Bashen called for the creation of
third-party teams to investigate Equal
Employment Opportunity claims as they arose in
her company’s workplace. She argued that third
party investigators would be less subject to
influence from either side in complaints. Her CEO
did not listen but with encouragement from
officials at the National Urban League, Bashen in
1994, borrowed $5,000 from her mother to start
her own EEO complaints management business
from her dining room table.
The new Bashen Corporation specialized in
investigating complaints made to the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission under Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Companies
brought in the Bashen Corporation in as a thirdparty factfinder if employees complained of
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, or national origin. The Bashen Corporation
then worked with the company’s human
resource departments to remedy the situation
through education, mediation, or policy changes
which often avoided lengthy and costly
discrimination trials. Within the first five years of
the company’s history, Bashen herself oversaw
EEO investigations at Flagstar Corporation,
Compaq Computers, Goodyear Tires, and
General Motors.
As her company grew, Bashen faced a new
problem: storing and retrieving information
related to Equal Employment Opportunity cases.
In 2001, she worked with her cousin, Donny
Moore, a computer scientist from Tufts University,
to develop software that could securely store
information about her cases. She also used the
Internet to make public information about the
cases available to employers and employees at
multiple worksites.
Bashen filed a patent for LinkLine in 2001, and
when that patent was approved in 2006, she
became the first African American woman in the
U.S. to hold a software patent. The Bashen

corporation has since developed several other
software programs to facilitate corporate
adherence to Title VII including AAPLink
Affirmative Action Software which helps
institutions manage their affirmative action cases;
1-800Intake which serves as a hotline for
discrimination reporting for smaller companies;
and EEOFedSoft which facilitates EEO complaints
and manages case files within government
agencies.
Janet Bashen and her business have received
multiple awards, including the 2003 Pinnacle
Award from the Houston Chamber of
Commerce, the 2004 Crystal Award from the
National Association of Negro Women in Business,
and recognition from Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) for LinkLine at the World Festival
of Black Arts and Culture in Dakar, Senegal in
2010. In 2014, Bashen was elected to the
Women’s Leadership Board at Harvard’s
Kennedy School. She is also a member of the
Black Inventor’s Hall of Fame. Research more
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

The first time that I heard The New Jersey Mass
Choir with over 100 members in it, the sound was
so deep that you had to listen to the whole song.
Today we will read about one of the best in
leading a choir. Enjoy!
Remember - "If you believe in God, He will open
the windows of heaven and pour blessings upon
you." - William Levi Dawson
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Today in our History - May 2, 1990 - America loses
one of the great composers and choir Director.
William Levi Dawson was an African American
composer, choir director, and professor
specializing in black religious folk music. He was
born on September 26, 1899, in Anniston,
Alabama to Eliza Starkey and George Dawson,
the first of their seven children. His father, a
former slave, was an illiterate day laborer. In
1912, Dawson ran away from home to study
music full-time as a pre-college student at the
Tuskegee Institute (now University) under the
tutelage of school president Booker T.
Washington. Dawson paid his tuition by being a
music librarian and manual laborer working in the
school’s Agricultural Division. He also participated
as a member of Tuskegee’s band and orchestra,
composing and traveling extensively with the
Tuskegee Singers for five years; he had learned to
play most of the instruments by the time he
graduated from the high school division in 1921.
Dawson’s next four years (1921-25) were spent
earning his B.A. degree. He enrolled in
composition and orchestration at Washburn
College in Topeka, and theory and counterpoint
at the Horner Institute of Fine Arts in Kansas City,
where in 1925 he graduated with a Bachelor
degree in Music Theory and in Composition.
While still an undergraduate student he displayed
his genius in chamber music compositions while
at the same time supporting himself as the
director of music at Kansas Vocational College in
Topeka, Kansas, and at Lincoln High School in
Kansas City, Missouri.
In 1926 Dawson moved to Chicago, Illinois to
study composition at the American Conservatory
of Music, where he earned his master’s degree in
1927. Dawson also became nationally renowned
between 1926 and 1930 as a trombonist with the
Redpath Chautauqua and the Chicago Civic
Symphony Orchestra; and in 1929-1930 as a local
band director, winning prestigious band director
contests from the Chicago Daily News (1929),
and the Wanamaker Competition for the songs
“Jump Back, Honey, Jump Back” and “Scherzo”
(1930).
In 1928 tragedy struck as Dawson’s wife Cornella
Lampton died within the first year of their
marriage. For the next seven years Dawson found
refuge in his work until marrying Cecile Demae
Nicholson in 1935 in Atlanta, Georgia.

In September 1930, Dawson accepted Tuskegee
Institute’s invitation to direct its School of Music, a
position that he held until his retirement in 1955.
As Director, Dawson modernized the department
and hired gifted faculty. As a result, Tuskegee’s
100-voice choir became a world-class ensemble
best known for its headline-making performances
at the grand opening of the Radio City Music Hall
in New York in 1932. The Choir also performed
that year at the White House for President
Herbert Hoover, and at Hyde Park, New York, for
future president Franklin D. Roosevelt. In 1946 the
Choir broke the race barrier at Washington D.C.’s
Constitutional Hall as they became the first
African Americans to perform there. (In 1939, the
Daughters of the American Revolution-managed
hall had denied singer Marian Anderson the
opportunity to sing to an integrated audience.)
Dawson’s compositions included chamber music
such as his “Trio for Violin, Cello and Piano,”
performed by the Kansas City Symphony.
Although known for infusing West African folk
music into his compositions, his best orchestral
and choral works were based on spirituals like his
Negro Folk Symphony (1934), which was
performed by the Philadelphia Orchestra at its
world premiere. His most popular compositions
include “Ezekiel Saw the Wheel,” “Jesus Walked
the Lonesome Valley,” “Talk about a Child That
Do Love Jesus,” and “King Jesus Is a-Listening,”
songs published under his record business, Imprint
Music Press. William Levi Dawson died on May 2,
1990 and is buried at Tuskegee University where
his legacy continues through the Golden Voices
Choir. Research more about "Negro" songs and
Choirs - listen to the music with your babies. Make
it a champion day!
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Most people
have heard
about "The
Harlem
Renaissance"
and the
explosion of
performing arts,
music and
literature. Have
you heard of this
award-winning
author? Enjoy!

Remember - "These people yapped loudly of
race, of race consciousness, of race pride, and
yet suppressed its most delightful manifestations,
love of color, joy of rhythmic motion, naive,
spontaneous laughter. Harmony, radiance, and
simplicity, all the essentials of spiritual beauty in
the race they had marked for destructions." Nella Larsen
Today in our History - May 3,1919 - Nella Larsen
marries Dr. Elmer Samuel Imes, a black physicist
who became the chairman of the Physics
Department at Fisk University.
Nella Larsen, nurse, librarian, and, writer, was
born Nella Marie Larsen in Chicago in 1891 to a
Danish mother and a black West Indian father.
Knowing little about her father after his death
when she was two years old, she was reared in
the home with her mother, remarried to a Danish
man, and her half-sister. Larsen attended school
in all white environments in Chicago until 19061907, when she moved to Nashville, Tennessee to
attend high school at Fisk University’s Normal
School. This was her introduction to a
predominantly black environment.
After completing the year at Fisk, Larsen
journeyed to Denmark where she spent three
years (1909-1912) with relatives and audited
courses from the University of Copenhagen.
Returning to the United States, she entered a
three-year course of study at Lincoln Hospital
Training School for Nurses in New York City. Larsen
later practiced nursing from 1915 to 1921 at John

A. Andrew Hospital and Nurse Training School in
Alabama and the City Department of Health in
New York. On May 3, 1919, Larsen married Dr.
Elmer Samuel Imes, a black physicist who
became the chairman of the Physics
Department at Fisk University.
From 1922 to 1926, Larsen served as a librarian at
the New York Public Library. After resigning from
this position, she began her literary career by
writing her first novel, Quicksand (1928). Meshing
autobiography and fiction in order to explore the
psychology of racial dualism and marginality on
black middle-class women, Quicksand won
Larsen the Harmon Foundation’s bronze medal
(second prize) and secured her a position as an
important literary figure of the Harlem
Renaissance.
In her second novel, Passing (1929), Larsen
suggests with the contrastive lives of two women
that passing is as much a psychological state of
mind as it is physical. After the publication of this
novel, in 1930 Larsen was awarded the first
Guggenheim Fellowship to an African American
woman.
Working on her third book in Spain, Larsen was
distracted by a charge of plagiarism of her short
story, “Sanctuary” (1930) and an accidental
discovery of her husband’s infidelity. Although
she was cleared of the plagiarism charge, her
marriage did not survive; she was divorced in
Nashville, Tennessee in 1933. Added to these
complications in her life, the stock market crash
of 1929 reduced the financial assistance
available to support black artists. Larsen never
completed her third novel.
After her former husband’s death in 1941, the
alimony payments ceased and Larsen returned
to her nursing career, working at Bethel Hospital
in Brooklyn until she died in 1964. Research more
about THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!
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I had a client in Anniston, Alabama for four (4)
years. Every visit I always asked where is the
monument for the freedom riders who's bus was
set ablaze? I asked hotel workers, local business
owners, schools principals, etc. that was 2011
through 2015. I am happy to announce that on
January 12, 2017, The Freedom Riders National
Monument in Anniston, Alabama opened. Enjoy!
Remember - "Traveling in the segregated South
for black people was humiliating. The very fact
that there were separate facilities was to say to
black people and white people that blacks were
so subhuman and so inferior that we could not
even use public facilities that white people
used.” ~ Diane Nash, Freedom Rides Organizer
Today in our History - May 4, 1961 - The original
group of 13 Freedom Riders—seven African
Americans and six whites—left Washington, D.C.,
on a Greyhound bus on May 4, 1961.
Freedom Riders were groups of white and African
American civil rights activists who participated in
Freedom Rides, bus trips through the American
South in 1961 to protest segregated bus terminals.
Freedom Riders tried to use “whites-only”
restrooms and lunch counters at bus stations in
Alabama, South Carolina and other Southern
states. The groups were confronted by arresting
police officers—as well as horrific violence from
white protestors—along their routes, but also
drew international attention to their cause.
The 1961 Freedom Rides, organized by the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), were
modeled after the organization’s 1947 Journey of
Reconciliation. During the 1947 action, African
American and white bus riders tested the 1946
U.S. Supreme Court decision in Morgan v. Virginia
that found segregated bus seating was
unconstitutional.
The 1961 Freedom Rides sought to test a 1960
decision by the Supreme Court in Boynton v.
Virginia that segregation of interstate
transportation facilities, including bus terminals,
was unconstitutional as well. A big difference
between the 1947 Journey of Reconciliation and
the 1961 Freedom Rides was the inclusion of
women in the later initiative.
In both actions, black riders traveled to the
American South—where segregation continued
to occur—and attempted to use whites-only
restrooms, lunch counters and waiting rooms.

The original group of 13 Freedom Riders—seven
African Americans and six whites—left
Washington, D.C., on a Greyhound bus on May 4,
1961. Their plan was to reach New Orleans,
Louisiana, on May 17 to commemorate the
seventh anniversary of the Supreme Court’s
Brown v. Board of Education decision, which
ruled that segregation of the nation’s public
schools was unconstitutional.
The group traveled through Virginia and North
Carolina, drawing little public notice. The first
violent incident occurred on May 12 in Rock Hill,
South Carolina. John Lewis, an African American
seminary student and member of the SNCC
(Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee),
white Freedom Rider and World War II veteran
Albert Bigelow, and another African American
rider were viciously attacked as they attempted
to enter a whites-only waiting area.
The next day, the group reached Atlanta,
Georgia, where some of the riders split off onto a
Trailways bus.
John Lewis, one of the original groups of 13
Freedom Riders, was elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives in November 1986. Lewis, a
Democrat, has continued to represent Georgia's
5th Congressional District, which includes Atlanta,
into the early part of the 21st century.
On May 14, 1961, the Greyhound bus was the first
to arrive in Anniston, Alabama. There, an angry
mob of about 200 white people surrounded the
bus, causing the driver to continue past the bus
station.
The mob followed the bus in automobiles, and
when the tires on the bus blew out, someone
threw a bomb into the bus. The Freedom Riders
escaped the bus as it burst into flames, only to be
brutally beaten by members of the surrounding
mob.
The second bus, a Trailways vehicle, traveled to
Birmingham, Alabama, and those riders were
also beaten by an angry white mob, many of
whom brandished metal pipes. Birmingham
Public Safety Commissioner Bull Connor stated
that, although he knew the Freedom Riders were
arriving and violence awaited them, he posted
no police protection at the station because it
was Mother’s Day.
Photographs of the burning Greyhound bus and
the bloodied riders appeared on the front pages
of newspapers throughout the country and

around the world the next day, drawing
international attention to the Freedom Riders’
cause and the state of race relations in the
United States.
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Following the widespread violence, CORE
officials could not find a bus driver who would
agree to transport the integrated group, and
they decided to abandon the Freedom Rides.
However, Diane Nash, an activist from the SNCC,
organized a group of 10 students from Nashville,
Tennessee, to continue the rides.
U.S. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, brother
of President John F. Kennedy, began negotiating
with Governor John Patterson of Alabama and
the bus companies to secure a driver and state
protection for the new group of Freedom Riders.
The rides finally resumed, on a Greyhound bus
departing Birmingham under police escort, on
May 20.
The violence toward the Freedom Riders was not
quelled—rather, the police abandoned the
Greyhound bus just before it arrived at the
Montgomery, Alabama, terminal, where a white
mob attacked the riders with baseball bats and
clubs as they disembarked. Attorney General
Kennedy sent 600 federal marshals to the city to
stop the violence. The following night, civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr. led a service at the
First Baptist Church in Montgomery, which was
attended by more than one thousand supporters
of the Freedom Riders. A riot ensued outside the
church, and King called Robert Kennedy to ask
for protection.
Kennedy summoned the federal marshals, who
used teargas to disperse the white mob.
Patterson declared martial law in the city and
dispatched the National Guard to restore order.
On May 24, 1961, a group of Freedom Riders
departed Montgomery for Jackson, Mississippi.
There, several hundred supporters greeted the
riders. However, those who attempted to use the
whites-only facilities were arrested for trespassing
and taken to the maximum-security penitentiary
in Parchman, Mississippi.
During their hearings, the judge turned and
looked at the wall rather than listen to the
Freedom Riders’ defense—as had been the case
when sit-in participants were arrested for
protesting segregated lunch counters in
Tennessee. He sentenced the riders to 30 days in
jail.

Attorneys from the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), a
civil rights organization, appealed the
convictions all the way to the U.S. Supreme
Court, which reversed them.
The violence and arrests continued to garner
national and international attention and drew
hundreds of new Freedom Riders to the cause.
The rides continued over the next several months,
and in the fall of 1961, under pressure from the
Kennedy administration, the Interstate
Commerce Commission issued regulations
prohibiting segregation in interstate transit
terminals. Research more about the summer of
'61 in the south and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

Most of the
Images and
articles
about Knox is
still not
declassified
yet, Which
leads me to
what former
President
Eisenhower
warned of "American
citizens to be
vigilant in
monitoring
the militaryindustrial complex." - Read and Understand.
Remember - For the United States to be a global
leader, we have to have a very tight relationship
with Europe. And we've held that relationship
since 1949 when we established the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO. NATO is the
bond. It's a security bond. -Clinton Everett
Today in our History - May 5,1908 - A Black Man in
charge of NATO.
Clinton Everett Knox was the first African
American secretary to the United States Mission
to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
and former United States Ambassador to the
countries of Dahomey (Benin) and Haiti.
Clinton E. Knox was born May 5, 1908, in New
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Bedford, Massachusetts. He was the youngest of
five children born to Estella Briggs Knox and
William J. Knox Sr. Knox’s older brother, William J.
Knox, Jr., was one of the scientists who helped
develop the atomic bomb during World War II.
His other older brother, Dr. Lawrence Howland
Knox, was a noted chemist.
Clinton Knox attended the elementary and
secondary schools of New Bedford, graduating
from New Bedford High School in 1926. Knox
received his A.B. degree in 1930 from Williams
College and his M.A. degree from Brown
University in 1931. Knox was as an instructor at
Morgan State College in Baltimore, Maryland,
teaching history and international relations
between 1931 and 1936 and again between
1939 and 1943. During the intervening years he
attended Harvard University where he received
his Ph.D. in European history in 1940. Knox was the
Bayard-Cutting Fellow at Harvard (1938-1939).
Knox served in the United States Army during
World War II (1943-1945) as a research analyst in
the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), the
forerunner of the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency. Following the war, he worked for the
Department of State beginning in 1945 and
would remain there for 28 years until his
retirement in 1973. Knox initially served as a
departmental officer. He became a member of
the Foreign Service of the United States in 1954
and first served abroad in 1957 as the first African
American secretary to the United States Mission
to NATO. While with NATO he held posts in France
and Honduras.
Knox became the Ambassador to the West
African Republic of Dahomey (now the country
of Benin), serving in this capacity for five years
(1964-1969). Following his work in Africa, Knox
served as Ambassador to Haiti (1969-1973), under
the regime of Francois (Papa Doc) Duvalier and
later his son, Jean-Claude Duvalier. In 1973, while
serving as Ambassador to Haiti, Knox was
kidnapped at gunpoint by unknown assailants
who demanded the release of 35 political
prisoners and cash. After 17 hours as a hostage,
the kidnappers released Knox in exchange for 12
prisoners and $70,000. Knox returned to the
United States shortly afterwards and retired at the
age of 65.
Clinton E. Knox died on October 14, 1980, in Silver
Springs, Maryland. Research more about NATO

and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!
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streetcar was severely damaged, often having to
be totally replaced, so he invented the street car
fender – a piece of metal that was attached to
the front of the street car and acted as a shock
absorber which diminished the impact of an
accident and added safety for passengers and
employees.
Cherry received a patent for the streetcar fender
on January 1, 1895 and the device has been
modified through the years and is now used on
almost every transportation device. Research
more about African American Inventors and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Who in our time have not seen, sat in or rode a
tricycle, protection for the front of a streetcar is
the forerunner to an automobile fender? Give
thanks to Mr. Matthew A. Cherry. Enjoy!
Remember - "Be alone, that is the secret of
invention; be alone, that is when ideas are born."
- Matthew A. Cherry
Today in our History - May 6,1888 - A black man
invents the tricycle!
Matthew A. Cherry was an African American
Inventor who created several devices for the
transportation industry, including the velocipede,
the tricycle and the streetcar fender.
The velocipede consisted of a metal seat frame
upon which were attached two or three wheels
which allowed someone sitting on the seat to
propel themselves forward at considerable
speeds by moving their feet along the ground in
a fast walking or running motion. Cherry’s model
of the velocipede greatly improved upon other
similar devices, and over time evolved into the
tricycle and the bicycle.
In May 1888 Cherry received a patent for
creating the tricycle, a three wheeled vehicle
that is used today mostly by preschoolers
although it is used for many other purposes in
different countries. In Asia and Africa tricycles are
used for commercial transportation and
deliveries, while in the USA and Canada they are
also used extensively for shopping and exercise.
After receiving the patent for the tricycle, Cherry
set out to solve a problem with streetcars.
At the time, whenever the front of a streetcar
accidentally collided with another object, the

Yesterday,
someone stole my
Information on FB.
If you receive a
request for an
Invite or
messenger wants
you to do
something please
don't do it. Today
we honor the first
black nurse to
practice in
America. Enjoy!
Remember - "When you’re a nurse you know that
every day you will touch a life, or a life will touch
yours." - Mary Eliza Mahoney
Today in our History - May 7, 1845 Mary Eliza Mahoney was the first African
American nurse to study and work professionally
in the United States. She was also a co-founder of
the National Association of Colored Graduate
Nurses (NACGN) with Adah B. Thoms.
Mahoney was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts,
May 7,1845 to Charles and Mary Jane Sterwart
Mahoney. She grew up with her parents, a sister
and one brother in Boston, Massachusetts where
her interest in nursing began as a teenager.
When Mahoney began working at the New
England Hospital for Women and Children, she
initially did not work as a nurse. Instead, she held
positions that included cook, janitor,

washerwoman and an unofficial nurse’s aide – all
over a 15-year period.
At age 33 Mahoney entered the 16-month
nursing program at the New England Hospital for
Women and Children. Coursework included
many hours of lectures and hands-on patient
care. The rigorous workload proved too tough for
all but four of the 42 students – Mahoney being
one of them who successfully made it through
the program. She received her nursing
certification in 1879, making her the first African
American in history to earn a professional nursing
license.
Mahoney spent the good part of the next 30
years working as a private care nurse. Her
reputation was impeccable as she worked all
across the U.S. Eastern Seaboard. In addition,
Mahoney served as director of the Howard
Orphan Asylum for black children in Long Island,
New York.
Mahoney was an original member of the
predominately white Nurses Associated Alumnae
of the United States and Canada – known later
as the American Nurses Association (ANA). She
later co-founded the National Association of
Colored Graduate Nurses (NACGN), in 1908.
Serving as the NACGN’s national chaplain,
Mahoney gave the welcoming address at the
first convention of the NACGN. In 1951, the
NACGN would merge with the ANA.
After over 40 years of nursing service, Mahoney
retired and turned her focus to women’s equality.
The progression was natural given her fight for
minority rights during her professional career. In
1920, she was among the first women to register
to vote in Boston, Massachusetts.
Mary Mahoney died on January 4, 1926 at the
age of 80, after a three-year battle with breast
cancer. She was laid to rest at Woodlawn
Cemetery in Everett, Massachusetts.
Ten years after her death, the NACGN
established the Mary Mahoney award, which is
given to women who contributed to racial
integration in nursing. After the NACGN was
dissolved in 1951, the ANA continued presenting
the award. In recognition of significant
contributions in advancing equal opportunities in
nursing for members of minority groups, the
award is still given out today.
The national African American sorority, Chi Eta
Phi, erected a monument of Mahoney after
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restoring her gravesite in 1973. Nurses from across
the country came to remember Mary Mahoney.
Three years later, Mary Eliza Mahoney was
inducted into the Nursing Hall of Fame. She was
inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame
in 1993.
Mary Mahoney was not just an inspiration to
African American women, but to the entire
nursing profession. Her drive and passion for
nursing helped shape the standards at which the
profession has come to expect and continues to
develop. Research more about blacks in the
health profession and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!
Today we Introduce a man who gave his life for
the
freedom of
Blacks and
his last
words
before he
was
hanged are
below. For
in less than
two (2)
years the
Civil War
will begin.
Enjoy!
Remember
- “I, John
Brown, am now quite certain that the crimes of
this guilty land will never be purged away but
with Blood.” ―John Brown
Today in our History - May 8, 1858 - John Brown
holds antislavery convention in Canada.
As the October elections saw a free-state victory,
Kansas was quiet. Brown made his men return to
Iowa, where he fed them tidbits of his Virginia
scheme. In January 1858, Brown left his men in
Springdale, Iowa, and set off to visit Frederick
Douglass in Rochester, New York. There he
discussed his plans with Douglass, and
reconsidered Forbes' criticisms. Brown wrote a
Provisional Constitution that would create a
government for a new state in the region of his
invasion. Brown then traveled to Peterboro, New
York, and Boston to discuss matters with the

Secret Six. In letters to them, he indicated that,
along with recruits, he would go into the South
equipped with weapons to do "Kansas work".
Brown and twelve of his followers, including his
son Owen, traveled to Chatham, Ontario, where
he convened on May 8th - 10th a Constitutional
Convention. The convention, with several dozen
delegates including his friend James Madison
Bell, was put together with the help of Dr. Martin
Delany. One-third of Chatham's 6,000 residents
were fugitive slaves, and it was here that Brown
was introduced to Harriet Tubman. The
convention assembled 34 blacks and 12 whites
to adopt Brown's Provisional Constitution.
According to Delany, during the convention,
Brown illuminated his plans to make Kansas rather
than Canada the end of the Underground
Railroad. This would be the Subterranean Pass
Way. [citation needed] Delany's reflections are
not entirely trustworthy. Brown was no longer
looking toward Kansas and was entirely focused
on Virginia. Other testimony from the Chatham
meeting suggests Brown did speak of going
South. Brown had long used the terminology of
the Subterranean Pass Way from the late 1840s,
so it is possible that Delany conflated Brown's
statements over the years. Regardless, Brown was
elected commander-in-chief and he named
John Henrie Kagi as his "Secretary of War".
Richard Realf was named "Secretary of State".
Elder Monroe, a black minister, was to act as
president until another was chosen. A.M.
Chapman was the acting vice president; Delany,
the corresponding secretary. In 1859, "A
Declaration of Liberty by the Representatives of
the Slave Population of the United States of
America" was written.
Although nearly all of the delegates signed the
constitution, very few delegates volunteered to
join Brown's forces, although it will never be clear
how many Canadian expatriates actually
intended to join Brown because of a subsequent
"security leak" that threw off plans for the raid,
creating a hiatus in which Brown lost contact with
many of the Canadian leaders. This crisis
occurred when Hugh Forbes, Brown's mercenary,
tried to expose the plans to Massachusetts
Senator Henry Wilson and others. The Secret Six
feared their names would be made public. Howe
and Higginson wanted no delays in Brown's
progress, while Parker, Stearns, Smith and
Sanborn insisted on postponement. Stearns and
Smith were the major sources of funds, and their
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words carried more weight. To throw Forbes off
the trail and to invalidate his assertions, Brown
returned to Kansas in June, and he remained in
that vicinity for six months. There he joined forces
with James Montgomery, who was leading raids
into Missouri. He will lead a raid on Harpers Ferry
Armory, VA. in October 1859 and was captured
with others and hung. Research more about
John Brown and share with your babies. Make it
a champion day!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
To be young,
gifted and black,
here is one of the
best. Enjoy!
Remember “Everyone loves a
prodigy [...].
Prodigies get us off
the hook for living
ordinary lives. We
can tell ourselves
we're not special
because we
weren't born with
it, which is a great
excuse.” - Phillippa
Duke Schuyler
Today in our History - May 9, 1967 - Black Child
Prodigy star dies.
Phillippa Duke Schuyler was a child pianist,
composer, and later journalist. Schuyler, born
August 2, 1931, grew up in Harlem, and was the
only child of George S. Schuyler, a prominent
black journalist, and Josephine Cogdell, a white
Texan from a wealthy and socially prominent
family. Her parents were not Harlem civil rights
crusaders, but rather conservatives and members
of the John Birch society, who believed that
interracial marriage and the resulting children
could solve America’s race issue. They also fed
Phillippa a strict raw food diet, believing that
cooking removed all of the vital nutrients from
food. By playing Mozart at the age of four and
scoring 185 on an IQ test at the age of five,
Phillippa quickly proved to her parents and the
world that she was a child prodigy.

Phillippa began giving piano recitals and radio
broadcasts as child, and with the help of her
journalist father she quickly attracted an
enormous amount of press coverage. In 1940
when she was nine, Phillippa became the subject
of "Evening with a Gifted Child," a profile written
by Joseph Mitchell of The New Yorker, who heard
several of her early compositions. Phillippa’s
mother kept her isolated from other children by
exclusively relying on tutors for her education. At
the age of 13, Phillippa’s delusions and memories
of her happy childhood were permanently
tarnished when she stumbled across her mother’s
scrapbook which described in detail how her
parents thought of her as a genetic experiment.
These feelings plagued Phillippa for the
remainder of her life, and motivated her desire to
travel, write, and play, so that she could find her
place in the world.
She plunged herself into her music, and once she
outgrew the child prodigy years she struggled to
find a place in the American music community.
On tour, especially in the South, she began to
experience racial prejudice, something of which
she had been mostly unaware during her
sheltered upbringing. In order to continue to
perform and make money, she became a world
traveler, eventually visiting over 80 countries. Her
world travels did not abate her sense of
alienation from her native country and her
parents and as a young woman Schuyler
changed her name to Felipa Monterro and
began to pass as white.
By her thirties, those world travels spawned her
interest in journalism and afforded her fluency in
numerous languages. Those travels placed her in
dramatic locales at important moments of
history. In 1960, for example, she was one of the
few American journalists in Leopoldville (later
Kinshasa), The Congo, to cover its
independence. Through the 1960s she would
author several books based on her experiences
in world travel. Phillippa Schuyler died in a
helicopter crash on May 9, 1967, when she, while
working as a Vietnam War correspondent,
attempted to evacuate a number of
Vietnamese orphans threatened by an
impending Viet Cong guerilla attack. Schuyler
was 36. Research more about black child
Prodigey stars and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!
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Today we look back on our, Greek lettered

fraternities and sororities. Coming together to
create a union. Enjoy!
Remember - "It’s all about love. We’re either in
love, dreaming about love, recovering from it,
wish for it or reflecting on it." - Unknown
Today in our History - May 10, 1930 The National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) is a
collaborative organization of nine historically
African American, international Greek lettered
fraternities and sororities. The nine NPHC
organizations are sometimes collectively referred
to as the "Divine Nine". The member/partner
organizations have not formally adopted nor
recommended the use of this term to describe
their collaborative grouping. The NPHC was
formed as a permanent organization on May 10,
1930 on the campus of Howard University, in
Washington, D.C. with Matthew W. Bullock as the
active Chairman and B. Beatrix Scott as ViceChairman. NPHC was incorporated under the
laws of the State of Illinois in 1937.
The council promotes interaction through forums,
meetings and other mediums for the exchange
of information and engages in cooperative
programming and initiatives through various
activities and functions.
Each constituent member organization
determines its own strategic direction and
program agenda. Today, the primary purpose
and focus of member organizations remains
camaraderie and academic excellence for its
members and service to the communities they
serve. Each promotes community awareness and
action through educational, economic, and
cultural service activities.
The National Pan-Hellenic Council was
established in an age when racial segregation
and disenfranchisement plagued African

Americans, the rise of each of the black
fraternities and sororities that make up the NPHC
bore witness to the fact that despite hardships
African Americans refused to accede to a status
of inferiority.
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The organization's stated purpose and mission in
1930:
Unanimity of thought and action as far as
possible in the conduct of Greek letter collegiate
fraternities and sororities, and to consider
problems of mutual interest to its member
organizations.
The founding members of the NPHC were Kappa
Alpha Psi, Omega Psi Phi, Alpha Kappa Alpha,
Delta Sigma Theta, and Zeta Phi Beta. The
council's membership expanded as Alpha Phi
Alpha (1931), Phi Beta Sigma (1931), Sigma
Gamma Rho (1937), and Iota Phi Theta (1996)
joined this coalition of Black Greek letter
organizations (BGLOs). In his book on BGLOs,
Lawrence Ross coined the phrase "The Divine
Nine" when referring to the coalition.
As required by various campus recognition
policies, neither the NPHC, nor its member
national or chapter organizations discriminate on
the basis of race or religion.
In 1992, the first permanent national office for
NPHC was established in Bloomington, Indiana
on the campus of Indiana University through the
joint cooperation of Indiana University and the
National Board of Directors of NPHC. Research
more about this time honored Tridition and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

I was a young boy when I went to Washington,
D.C. and heard the words of Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.
and the "I have a Dream" speech with over
250,000 people. I was a grown man when I went
to Washington, D.C. to hear Minister Louis
Farrakhan and the Million Man March.
Remember - "A woman will test you to see if you
are what you say you are. Any woman that you
fall in love with: She loves you too, but she's going
to try you; that's her nature. She has to know that
she can depend on you; she has to know that
you will stand up for her. She has to know that
you will back up the children that she brings in
the world for us." - Louis Farrakhan
Today in our History - May 11, 1933 - Louis Eugene
Wolcott was born.
Louis Farrakhan, born as Louis Eugene Wolcott, is
a Muslim American, known most popularly as a
leader of the Islamic organization Nation of Islam
(NOI). He was born on May 11, 1933 in The Bronx,
New York. Farrakhan’s family had a difficult life,
as he never knew his biological father and the
family moved around a lot while the youngster
was growing up. At age 6, he began receiving
training for the violin. By age 13, he was so skilled
with the instrument that he managed to play
with famous orchestras such as the Boston
College Orchestra. He continued to win prizes on
a regular basis for his talent, and later enrolled in
Boston Latin School and Winston-Salem Teachers
College.
Farrakhan had some popular hits in his short-lived
musical career, performing under the name ‘The
Charmer’. On tour in Chicago in 1955, he first
came in contact with the teachings of NOI
through saxophonist Rodney Smith. Having
attended an address by then NOI leader Elijah
Muhammad, Farrakhan instantly became
inspired by his teachings and aspired to join the
group. After passing the necessary criteria for
becoming an NOI member, he was awarded the

customary ‘X’ placeholder, which comes in
place of most African Americans’ European
slave prescribed surnames. Louis X’s name then
changed to Louis Farrakhan after Muhammad
replaced it sometime in the future.
Now a firm member of the NOI, Louis Farrakhan
was keen on rising through the ranks quickly. He
worked closely with Malcolm X who was then a
minister at the Temple of Islam in Boston.
Farrakhan continued to be inspired and
mentored by Malcolm X, even serving as his
assistant minister. After the assassination of
Malcolm X, Farrakhan was appointed as national
spokesman or national representative of the NOI,
as well as minister of Harlem Mosque. After Elijah
Muhammad’s death in 1975, a lot of things
changed for NOI, from its organizational structure
to the very core of its message. Taking on a more
liberal standpoint and including inter-religious
cooperation and dialogue, Warith Muhammad
changed the very foundation of the NOI by
going as far as changing its name to American
Society of Muslims. Under Warith Deen
Muhammad’s leadership, Farrakhan was a Sunni
Imam for almost 4 years until 1978 when he
decided to leave and create his own version of
what he believed NOI stood for.
One of his most remarkable achievements and
perhaps what he often remembered for is the
Million Man March Farrakhan organized in 1995 in
Washington D.C. Here he hoped to encourage
the African Americans to re-imagine and
redefine their roles and commitments to their
families. The event was organized with the aid of
many different civil rights groups and received
vast publicity. While the actual numbers of the
turnout are disputed, Farrakhan adamantly
pointed out that the figure was close to his
actual aim. Amongst some of the speakers at the
event included Maya Angelou; Rosa Parks;
Martin Luther King III, Cornel West, Jesse Jackson.
10 years later in 2005, Farrakhan marked the 10th
anniversary of this momentous day by organizing
the Million More Movement with the aid of other
acknowledged Black movement activists such as
Malik Zulu Shabazz, the activist Al Sharpton.
In recent years, Louis Farrakhan has suffered a
number of health problems, including peptic
ulcers, abdominal surgeries and even a heart
attack in December of 2013. Research more
about the Nation of Islam and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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"The Souls of Poor Folk: Auditing America 50 Years
After the Poor People’s Campaign Challenged
Racism, Poverty, the War Economy/Militarism and
Our National Morality." - I ask has there been any
change for the poor in America?
Remember - "we as a nation must undergo a
radical revolution of values. We must rapidly
begin the shift from a “thing-oriented” society to
a “person-oriented” society. When machines and
computers, profit motives and property rights are
considered more important than people, the
giant triplets of racism, materialism, and militarism
are incapable of being conquered…" - Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Today in our History - May 12, 1968 - Poor People's
Campaign: A Dream Unfulfilled (50 Years Later) In early 1968, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and
other civil rights leaders planned a Poor People's
Campaign in Washington, D.C., for the spring.
The group planned to demand that President
Lyndon Johnson and Congress help the poor get
jobs, health care and decent homes.
Campaign organizers intended the campaign to
be a peaceful gathering of poor people from
communities across the nation. They would
march through the capital and visit various
federal agencies in hopes of getting Congress to
pass substantial anti-poverty legislation. They
planned to stay until some action was taken.
But weeks before the march was to take place,
King was assassinated. His widow, Coretta, and a
cadre of black ministers, including the Revs.
Ralph Abernathy and Jesse Jackson decided
they would pick up where King had left off and
that the Poor People's March on Washington
would go forward.
Thousands of people participated in the march
on May 12, 1968.

A week later, protestors erected a settlement of
tents and shacks on the National Mall where they
camped out for six weeks. Jackson became
mayor of the encampment, which was called
Resurrection City. Conditions were miserable.
Although as many as 50,000 people ended up
marching, the Poor People's Campaign was
considered a failure by people who had grown
weary of protesting and did not see immediate
changes.
The closing was sort of unceremonious. When the
demonstrators’ permit expired on June 23, some
[members of the House of] Representatives,
mostly white Southerners, called for immediate
removal. So, the next day, about 1,000 police
officers arrived to clear the camp up of its last
few residents. Ultimately, they arrested 288
people, including [civil rights leader and minister
Ralph] Abernathy.
Although not much has changed for many poor
Americans, the role of religion in the black
community has changed greatly since the days
when King and others wielded such power.
Over the years, megachurches have become
more popular in black communities, just as they
have in white communities. These megachurches
have amassed influence and wealth partly
because of their sheer number of parishioners.
Some have created satellite churches and
broadcast their gospel on television.
Research more about The Poor People's Struggle
in America by watching a video or reading
books to your babies and make it a champion
day!
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The American incarnation of Mother's Day was
created by Anna
Jarvis in 1908 and
became an official
U.S. holiday in 1914.
Jarvis would later
denounce the
holiday's
commercialization
and spent the
latter part of her
life trying to
remove it from the
calendar. So, if you
just say "Happy
Mother's Day" that
would be fine.
Remember - "Indeed, we're strongest when the
face of America isn't only a soldier carrying a gun
but also a diplomat negotiating peace, a Peace
Corps volunteer bringing clean water to a village,
or a relief worker stepping off a cargo plane as
floodwaters rise." - Dr. Carolyn L. Robertson
Payton
Today in our History - May 13, 1925 - Carolyn L.
Robertson Payton was born.
Dr. Carolyn L. Robertson Payton was the first
African American and the first woman to
become the director of the U.S. Peace Corps.
She was appointed in 1977 by U.S. President
Jimmy Carter.
Carolyn L. Robertson Payton was born on May 13,
1925, in Norfolk, Virginia, to Bertha M. Flanagan, a
seamstress, and Leroy S. Robertson, a ship
steward. She graduated from Booker T.
Washington High school in Norfolk in 1941 and
received her B.S. degree in Home Economics
from Bennett College in Greensboro, North
Carolina, in 1945. Payton remained close to
Bennett College, establishing a scholarship fund
there in the late 1990s.
Payton then attended the University of Wisconsin
where her tuition and other expenses were paid
by the state of Virginia as part of the state’s
policy of sending black graduate students to outof-state institutions rather than allowing them to
received advanced degrees at the state’s
universities. Payton received her Master’s in
Psychology from Wisconsin in 1948.

After graduation, Payton took positions as a
psychologist at Livingston College in Salisbury,
North Carolina, and as psychology instructor at
Elizabeth City State Teachers College in Elizabeth
City, North Carolina, where she also served as
dean of women. She joined the faculty of
Howard University in Washington, D.C., after
completing coursework for her PhD at Columbia
University in 1959. She received her PhD from
Columbia in 1962.
Dr. Payton first came to work for the Peace Corps
in 1964. In 1966 she was named country director
for the Eastern Caribbean, stationed in Barbados,
serving in this position until 1970. In 1977 President
Jimmy Carter appointed her director for the
entire agency. She served only thirteen months,
however, and was forced to resign because her
views on the importance of the Peace Corps
mission, its implementation strategies, and
volunteers being nonpolitical were diametrically
opposed to the then-director of action, Sam
Brown.
Payton is best known, however, for her career
contribution as the director of the Howard
University Counseling Service (HUCS) from 1970 to
1977, and later as dean of counseling and career
development from 1979 until her retirement in
1995. While at Howard, she led the development
of clinical material focused on providing
counseling and psychotherapy to African
American men and women. The Howard
program was eventually adopted by the
American Psychological Association (APA). Dr.
Payton was also a pioneer in the use of group
therapy techniques specifically for African
American clients.
Dr. Payton was an active member of APA for
over forty years and was one of the original
members on the Task Force on the Psychology of
Black Women in 1976. The APA’s Carolyn Payton
Early Career Award is named in her honor.
Payton also served on a number of APA boards
and committees including the Committee on
Women in Psychology (CWP) and the Gay,
Lesbian, and Bisexual Concerns Committee. She
received several of the APA’s most prestigious
awards including the Distinguished Professional
Contributions to Public Service Award in 1982
and the APA Award for Outstanding Lifetime
Contribution to Psychology in 1997.
Dr. Carolyn L. Robertson Payton died from a
heart attack at her home in Washington, D.C. on
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April 11, 2001. She was seventy-five. Following the
announcement of her death, the Peace Corps
flew its flag at half-staff at its headquarters in
Washington, D.C. in her honor.

With Mother's Day over I can now run what
happened yesterday in the city of brotherly love
back in 1985.
Remember - The Philadelphia police have
declared war on its own people - Osage Ave.
Resident
Today in our History – May 14, 1985 The Day after a City Bombed Its Own People - It
was 33 years ago yesterday that Philadelphia
earned the sorry distinction of being the first U.S.
city government to bomb its own people. More
than three decades ago, Philadelphia police,
after surrounding and engaging in a shootout
with a group of mostly black members of the
communalist group MOVE who were holed up in
their row house on Osage Avenue in West
Philadelphia, dropped two “satchel bombs”
containing powerful C-4 explosive (provided by
the FBI) onto the building’s roof. As firefighters,
ordered not to take any action to put out the
spreading flames from the explosions, stood by
and watched, the MOVE house burned to the
ground, killing 11 of the 13 people in the building,
including five children and MOVE’s founder, John
Africa. The inferno also destroyed 65 adjacent
buildings, decimating two blocks of the mostly
black lower-middle-class neighborhood.
At a federal trial a year later, a jury found that
the city of Philadelphia had used “excessive
force” and had violated the constitutional rights
of lone adult survivor Ramona Africa and the
dead victims. It awarded $1.5 million to her and
the families of two of the victims.

In 1986, the city’s then mayor, W. Wilson Goode,
impaneled a body, known as the MOVE
Commission, to investigate the atrocity. Its
conclusion, announced in 1986: “Dropping a
bomb on an occupied row house was
unconscionable.” It also found that “Police
gunfire prevented some occupants of 6221
Osage Ave. from escaping from the burning
house to the rear alley.” It is worth remembering
this slaughter of innocents by uniformed
personnel whose official duty was supposedly to
“protect and serve” their community, at a time
when the European Union is seeking the UN
Security Council’s approval to begin bombing
Libyan ports and ships to prevent African and
Middle Eastern refugees from fleeing to Italy and
Europe. It is worth remembering this slaughter
when the U.S. is using remotely piloted missileequipped drones to blow up homes and vehicle
convoys in the hope of killing alleged terrorists,
killing numerous innocent civilians in the process.
And it is worth remembering this slaughter when
a growing movement is developing to protest the
murders of unarmed Americans, mostly people of
color, by the nation’s increasingly militarized
police.
Nobody in the city leadership of Philadelphia was
ever prosecuted for the killing of the people in
the MOVE house on Osage Avenue, though the
incident was wholly instigated and orchestrated
by city police. (The city paid to have the
destroyed homes rebuilt, but they then had to be
rebuilt again because of substandard
construction.) This lack of accountability for a
city’s murder, by bombing, of 11 of its residents,
including children, is truly shocking. But it is
perhaps less surprising when one sees that
nobody has been called to account either for
the officially sanctioned murder of hundreds of
innocents by the U.S. targeted-killing drone
campaigns in Afghanistan, Somalia, Pakistan,
Syria, and other countries, and when one recalls
that only a few indictments have been handed
down against any of the police officers who
have been killing hundreds of unarmed people
across the country every year. It’s ironic that the
national media remain obsessed with the trial of
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, the young man whose fate is
being determined by a jury after his recent
conviction for the Boston Marathon bombing, an
act of terrorism that killed three people, while the
33th anniversary of the MOVE bombing—an
event that was orchestrated by the police, and
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where the deaths were deliberate and
intentional since the victims were not permitted
to flee the burning building—goes largely
unmarked. Meanwhile, one journalist, Mumia
Abu-Jamal, who has not remained silent, and
who has regularly memorialized that terrible
event, writing from a prison cell or recording
reports by phone for Prison Radio, is currently in
grave danger.
Prison medical staff failed to notice that AbuJamal, currently serving a life sentence without
chance of parole after a 1982 conviction for the
killing of white Philadelphia police officer Daniel
Faulkner in 1981, had lost some 60 pounds
between January and March of this year. They
took no action at all until he collapsed on the
floor from sugar shock in late March. Rushed to a
hospital with his blood-glucose level at a point
where he was at risk of going into a diabetic
coma and suffering renal failure, he was finally
given insulin. But he was then returned to the
prison—where he was immediately offered a
meal of prison pasta. Prison officials have
rebuffed efforts by Abu-Jamal’s family and
supporters to have him treated by expert
physicians knowledgeable about diabetes as
well as about the serious skin eruptions that have
been plaguing him. Yet Pennsylvania’s
Department of Corrections in the past allowed
millionaire convicted murderer John Eleuthere du
Pont to be treated by his own private physician in
the prison.
Abu-Jamal’s supporters fear the state’s lawenforcement and prison system may be trying to
accomplish what the federal courts, by
overturning his death sentence as
unconstitutional, prevented them from doing:
silencing this voice of truth, but by medical
neglect and malpractice instead of with a lethal
injection. Meanwhile, here’s what Abu-Jamal
had to say five years ago, on the 25th
anniversary of the MOVE bombing: “May 13th,
1985 is more than a day of infamy, when a city
waged war on its own alleged citizens, but also
when the city committed massacre and did so
with perfect impunity, when babies were shot
and burned alive with their mothers and fathers,
and the killers rewarded with honors and
pensions, while politicians talked and the media
mediated mass murder.” Research more about
MOVE and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today you will
read the story of
one of the most
self-determined
women during her
time. Enjoy!
Remember - "I am
Mary Fields,
People call me
Black Mary,
People call me
Stagecoach MaryI
live in Cascade,
Tennessee.
I am six feet tall. I
weigh over two hundred pounds." - Mary Fields
Today in our History - May 15, 1895 - First African
American woman to work for the U.S. Postal
Service.
Born a slave in Hickman County, Tennessee, circa
1832, Fields was freed when slavery was
outlawed in the United States, in 1865. She then
worked in the home of Judge Edmund Dunne.
When Dunne's wife Josephine died in 1883, in San
Antonio, Florida, Fields took the family's five
children to their aunt, Mother Mary Amadeus, the
mother superior of an Ursuline convent in Toledo,
Ohio.
In 1884, Mother Amadeus was sent to Montana
Territory to establish a school for Native American
girls at St. Peter's Mission, west of Cascade.
Learning that Amadeus was stricken with
pneumonia, Fields hurried to Montana to nurse
her back to health. Amadeus recovered, and
Fields stayed at St. Peter's, hauling freight, doing
laundry, growing vegetables, tending chickens,
and repairing buildings, and eventually became
the forewoman.
The Native Americans called Fields "White Crow",
because "she acts like a white woman but has
black skin". Local whites did not know what to
make of her. One schoolgirl wrote an essay
saying, "She drinks whiskey, and she swears, and
she is a republican, which makes her a low, foul
creature."
In 1894, after several complaints and an incident
with a disgruntled male subordinate that
involved gunplay, the bishop ordered her to
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leave the convent. Mother Amadeus helped her
open a restaurant in nearby Cascade. Fields
would serve food to anyone, whether they could
pay or not, and the restaurant went broke in
about 10 months.
In 1895, although approximately 60 years old,
Fields was hired as a mail carrier because she
was the fastest applicant to hitch a team of six
horses. This made her the second woman and
first African American woman to work for the U.S.
Postal Service.
She drove the route with horses and a mule
named Moses. She never missed a day, and her
reliability earned her the nickname
"Stagecoach". If the snow was too deep for her
horses, Fields delivered the mail on snowshoes,
carrying the sacks on her shoulders.
She was a respected public figure in Cascade,
and the town closed its schools to celebrate her
birthday each year. When Montana passed a
law forbidding women to enter saloons, the
mayor of Cascade granted her an exemption. In
1903, at age 71, Fields retired from star route mail
carrier service. She continued to babysit many
Cascade children and owned and operated a
laundry service from her home.
Fields died in 1914 at Columbus Hospital in Great
Falls, but she was buried outside Cascade.
Research more of Blacks in the West and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

The "Great War”,
World War I America
had no black flying
airmen but in World
War II we will hear of
the Tuskegee
Airmen. Read the
story of an
American who flew
a plane long before
America would let
blacks fly. Enjoy!
Remember - “Tout le
sang qui coule
rouge; All blood is
red.”
Today in our History May 16, 1917 - The

first black combat pilot twenty-four years before
the first Tuskegee Airmen took flight. - Eugene
Jacques Bullard
Eugene Jacques Bullard (1895 – 1961) was born
October 9, 1895, in Columbus, GA as the seventh
out of ten total children born to William Octave
Bullard and Josephine “Yokalee” Thomas.
Eugene’s father was originally from Martinique
but William arrived in the United States of
America as a slave when his owners settled here
after fleeing Haiti during the French Revolution.
His mother, Josephine, was a Creek Native
American. Bullard is considered to be the first
African American military pilot to fly in combat,
and the only African American pilot in World War
I. Ironically, he never flew for the United States.
In 1906, at the age of 11, Bullard ran away
craving adventure. He was also traumatized by
his dad’s near lynching experience by a mob of
drunken white men who had found out that Mr.
Bullard hit a white man in self-defense. Young
Eugene took off shortly after this incident and for
the next six years, he wandered the South in
search of freedom.
In 1912 he stowed away on the Marta Russ, a
German freighter bound for Hamburg, and
ended up in Aberdeen, Scotland. From there he
made his way to London, where he worked as a
boxer and slapstick performer in an African
American entertainment troupe. In 1913, Bullard
went to France for a boxing match. Settling in
Paris, he became so comfortable with French
customs that he decided to make a home there.
He later wrote, “… it seemed to me that French
democracy influenced the minds of both black
and white Americans there and helped us all act
like brothers.” In early October 1914, at the age
of 19, Bullard joined the French Foreign Legion,
eager to fight in World War I against the Central
Powers. About a year later he was transferred to
the French army’s 170th Infantry, known as the
“Swallows of Death,” after the decimation of his
Foreign Legion unit. Bullard saw action on the
western front, first as a foot soldier, then as a
machine gunner, surviving a number of neardeath moments. Through the Battle of
Champagne, Battle of the Somme, and the
Battle of Verdun; Eugene lost almost all his teeth,
survived a hole in his thigh from shrapnel and a
bloody bombing at the village of Fleury. For his
gallantry, the French government awarded
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Bullard the Croix de Guerre (Cross of War) in June
1916 at a ceremony Lyon.
Although fit with new dentures and recovered
from his leg wound, Eugene was deemed no
longer fit to be a foot soldier. Yet he was
determined to get back into the action. After
seven months of training, he became an aircraft
gunner in the French air force’s Lafayette Flying
Corps, an all-American volunteer outfit. Before
long, Bullard, now a corporal, set his sights on the
cockpit. Having mastered several maneuvers,
Eugene earned his wings on May 16, 1917,
becoming the first black combat pilot twentyfour years before the first Tuskegee Airmen took
flight.
By war’s end in November 1918, Bullard had
flown on twenty missions and was credited with
shooting down at least one enemy plane.
Legend has it that he painted a bleeding heart
on the fuselage of his airplane and below it
wrote, “Tout le Sang qui coule est rouge!” (All
blood runs red!). During his lifetime, Eugene
Ballard was awarded fifteen French war medals.
Including the Knight of the Légion d’honneur,
Médaille Militaire, Croix de Guerre, Volunteer’s
Cross (Croix du combattant volontaire),
Wounded Insignia, World War I Commemorative
Medal, World War I Victory Medal, Freedom
Medal, and the World War II Commemorative
Medal.
After being discharged from the Armed Forces
Eugene Bullard became part owner of his own
nightclub, Le Grand Duc at 52 rue Pigalle, in
France. His club was one of the most popular
and famous spots for singers and musicians at the
time. Luminaries such as the Prince of Wales,
Pablo Picasso, Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott
Fitzgerald and England’s Prince of Wales were
seen in his establishment. While working the
nightclub scene he also became friends with
Josephine Baker, Louis Armstrong, and Langston
Hughes.
During the second World War Eugene Bullard
agreed to serve France again as a spy. He was
very successful at this endeavor because the
Germans didn’t think that African Americans
were capable of understanding German and
Eugene spoke English, German and French. While
serving in this capacity he occasionally worked
with the famous French spy Cleopatra Terrier.
Despite being named a Knight of the Legion of
Honor in New York City during a lavish ceremony,

being embraced by President-General Charles
de Gaulle of France in 1960 when he visited the
USA and labeled a “True French Hero,” helping to
relight the Eternal Flame of the Tomb of the
Unknown French Soldier at the request of France,
and being buried with full honors by the
Federation of French War Officers, Eugene
Bullard was never recognized in the United States
for any of his achievements. It wasn’t until 1994
that the United States Air Force recognized him
and posthumously commissioned him a Second
Lieutenant.
Eugene Bullard married a French Countess and
had one son (died of double pneumonia) and
two daughters. He passed on October 12, 1961,
from stomach cancer in New York City. He is
currently interred in the French War Veterans’
section of Flushing Cemetery in the New York City
borough of Queens. Research more about
blacks in Aveation and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

A story about a
black man and his
reaction to unfair
treatment of blacks
in Southern
California.
Remember - "We as
a people and me
as a black man, will
not take this
discrimination
anymore." - Edward
William Anderson

Today in our History - May 17, 1897 - Edward
William Anderson and his wife Mary, could not
get floor seats at the famous Fisher Opera House
in San Diego, CA.
Entrepreneur, political organizer, and civilian
pioneer, Edward William Anderson was born the
son of former slaves, Wyatt and Fannie Anderson,
in Hopkinsville, Kentucky, September 26, 1871. He
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arrived in San Diego, California, in the mid-1890s
with just $1.25 in his pocket but was confident in
his ability to thrive as a business owner. His first
successful venture was as owner, at age twentyfive, of IXL (I Excel) Laundry which grew to
become the largest steam laundry in the region
with thirty-five employees.
Anderson unwittingly involved himself in the
struggle for equal rights for people of color in
California when on May 17, 1897, he and his wife,
Mary, arrived with tickets in hand to claim their
seats for a performance of Around the World in
Eighty Days at the city’s premier entertainment
venue, the elegant Fisher Opera House. Instead
of being ushered to the choice seats near the
orchestra, the theater manager, who redirected
him to the balcony, said, “I do not allow colored
people on that floor.” Anderson refused the
balcony seats, accepted a refund of the tickets,
and a week later filed a lawsuit for $299 in
damages. Due mainly to a recently enacted
provision of the state’s civil rights law, Anderson
prevailed and was awarded $50. The judgment
was reversed on appeal and further legal action
by Anderson did not succeed; however, his
challenge set legal precedent as the first racial
discrimination court case of its kind in Southern
California.
Over the next four decades, Anderson became
the most prosperous black businessman in San
Diego County. In 1910 he acquired one hundred
and sixty acres along the California-Mexico
border and quickly resold it at a 50 percent markup. Next, he bought his uncle’s grocery store and
soon after launched Economy Wastepaper
Company and the even more prosperous San
Diego Rubbish & Garbage Company which held
an exclusive seven-year city contract. After
winning another garbage disposal contract with
the nearby city of Coronado, Anderson used
some of the gathered refuse to feed hogs on his
adjacent Silver Strand Ranch where he owned a
meat-packing operation and Anderson Meat
Market which sold its own special sausage brand.
His porkers won prizes at fairs throughout the
state, earning him the nickname “Hog King of
San Diego.” In 1943 Anderson launched
Anderson Mortuary (later Anderson-Ragsdale
Mortuary) which continues to serve the
community.
Anderson’s social activism continued with his
growing business success. He remained a central

figure in the quest for equal rights, co-founding
the San Diego branch of the NAACP in 1919 and
serving three terms as its president between 1931
and 1943. He also assisted the branch in various
official capacities and as a confidential advisor.
A Prince Hall Mason, he also was president of the
Negro Business League, the Independent Voters
League, and the Douglass League as well as
treasurer of the Negro Civic League and a
member of the Elks and the San Diego
Republican Central Committee.
Edward W. Anderson died August 11, 1953, in San
Diego and buried in Mount Hope Cemetery. He
was survived by his wife, Mary, and a sister, Rosa
Little. I could not find many pictures of him or his
wife. Research more about how blacks reacted
to discrimination and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

This one
case after
the Dread
Scott
decesion
will legally
let Jim Crow
stand for
decades.

Remember - “But in view of the constitution, in
the eye of the law, there is in this country no
superior, dominant, ruling class of citizens. There is
no caste here. Our constitution is color-blind, and
neither knows nor tolerates classes among
citizens. In respect of civil rights, all citizens are
equal before the law. The humblest is the peer of
the most powerful. The law regards man as man
and takes no account of his surroundings or of his
color when his civil rights as guarantied by the
supreme law of the land are involved.” ― John
Marshall Harlan
Today in our History - May Plessy v. Ferguson a
Supreme Court Case that will legaly keep people
of color back for decades.
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Plessy v. Ferguson, case in which the U.S.
Supreme Court, on May 18, 1896, by a seven-toone majority (one justice did not participate),
advanced the controversial “separate but
equal” doctrine for assessing the constitutionality
of racial segregation laws. Plessy v. Ferguson was
the first major inquiry into the meaning of the
Fourteenth Amendment’s (1868) equalprotection clause, which prohibits the states from
denying “equal protection of the laws” to any
person within their jurisdictions. Although the
majority opinion did not contain the phrase
“separate but equal,” it gave constitutional
sanction to laws designed to achieve racial
segregation by means of separate and
supposedly equal public facilities and services for
African Americans and whites. It served as a
controlling judicial precedent until it was
overturned by the Supreme Court in Brown v.
Board of Education of Topeka (1954).
The case originated in 1892 as a challenge to
Louisiana’s Separate Car Act (1890). The law
required that all railroads operating in the state
provide “equal but separate accommodations”
for white and African American passengers and
prohibited passengers from entering
accommodations other than those to which they
had been assigned on the basis of their race. In
1891 a group of Creole professionals in New
Orleans formed the Citizens’ Committee to Test
the Constitutionality of the Separate Car Law.
They hired Albion Tourgée, a Reconstruction-era
judge and social reformer, as their legal counsel.
As plaintiff in the test case the committee chose
a person of mixed race in order to support its
contention that the law could not be consistently
applied, because it failed to define the white
and “coloured” races. Homer Plessy, who was
seven-eighths white and one-eighth African
American, purchased a rail ticket for travel within
Louisiana and took a seat in a car reserved for
white passengers. (The state Supreme Court had
ruled earlier that the law could not be applied to
interstate travel.) After refusing to move to a car
for African Americans, he was arrested and
charged with violating the Separate Car Act. At
Plessy’s trial in U.S. District Court, Judge John H.
Ferguson dismissed his contention that the act
was unconstitutional. After the state Supreme
Court affirmed the district court’s ruling, the U.S.
Supreme Court granted certiorari, and oral
arguments were heard on April 13, 1896. The

court rendered its decision one month later, on
May 18.
Majority Opinion
Writing for the majority, Associate Justice Henry
Billings Brown rejected Plessy’s arguments that
the act violated the Thirteenth Amendment
(1865) to the U.S. Constitution, which prohibited
slavery, and the Fourteenth Amendment, which
granted full and equal rights of citizenship to
African Americans. The Separate Car Act did not
conflict with the Thirteenth Amendment,
according to Brown, because it did not
reestablish slavery or constitute a “badge” of
slavery or servitude. In reaching this conclusion
he relied on the Supreme Court’s ruling in the
Civil Rights Cases (1883), which found that racial
discrimination against African Americans in inns,
public conveyances, and places of public
amusement “imposes no badge of slavery or
involuntary servitude…but at most, infringes rights
which are protected from State aggression by
the XIVth Amendment.”
Yet the act did not conflict with the Fourteenth
Amendment either, Brown argued, because that
amendment was intended to secure only the
legal equality of African Americans and whites,
not their social equality. Legal equality was
adequately respected in the act because the
accommodations provided for each race were
required to be equal and because the racial
segregation of passengers did not by itself imply
the legal inferiority of either race—a conclusion
supported, he reasoned, by numerous statecourt decisions that had affirmed the
constitutionality of laws establishing separate
public schools for white and African American
children. In contrast, social equality, which would
entail the “commingling” of the races in public
conveyances and elsewhere, did not then exist
and could not be legally created: “If one race
be inferior to the other socially, the Constitution
of the United States cannot put them upon the
same plane.” In response to Plessy’s comparison
of the Separate Car Act to hypothetical statutes
requiring African Americans and whites to walk
on different sides of the street or to live in
differently coloured houses, Brown responded
that the Separate Car Act was intended to
preserve “public peace and good order” and
was therefore a “reasonable” exercise of the
legislature’s police power.
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Dissenting Opinion
In his lone dissenting opinion, which would
become a classic of American civil rights
jurisprudence, Associate Justice John Marshall
Harlan insisted that the court had ignored the
obvious purpose of the Separate Car Act, which
was, “under the guise of giving equal
accommodation for whites and blacks, to
compel the latter to keep to themselves while
traveling in railroad passenger coaches.”
Because it presupposed—and was universally
understood to presuppose—the inferiority of
African Americans, the act imposed a badge of
servitude upon them in violation of the Thirteenth
Amendment, according to Harlan. The effect of
the law, he argued, was to interfere with the
personal liberty and freedom of movement of
both African Americans and whites. Because it
thus attempted to regulate the civil rights of
citizens on the arbitrary basis of their race, the
act was repugnant to the principle of legal
equality underlying the Fourteenth Amendment’s
equal-protection clause. “Our Constitution is
color-blind,” Harlan wrote,
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
and neither knows nor tolerates classes among
citizens. In respect of civil rights, all citizens are
equal before the law. The humblest is the peer of
the most powerful. The law regards man as man
and takes no account of his surroundings or of his
color when his civil rights as guaranteed by the
supreme law of the land are involved.
He concluded that “in my opinion, the judgment
this day rendered will, in time, prove to be quite
as pernicious as the decision made by this
tribunal in the Dred Scott Case” (1857), which
had declared (in an opinion written by Chief
Justice Roger B. Taney) that African Americans
were not entitled to the rights of U.S. citizenship.
Research more about the courts and people of
color in the Country and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

I was in Junior High School (Junior High School
#1) Trenton, NJ. In that school year, all 5 Junior
High Schools came together and went
undefeated in Mercer County, NJ Footbal, Jr. # 3
defeated Jr. # 1 as we lost the city Basketball
Championship for the first time in 10 years. We
also lost the Baseball Championship to Jr.# 3 but
ran away with the City Track Championship for
15 years going undefeated. With three weeks left
until the end of the school year, as President of
the 9th grade class, I still had one last party to
host in our brand new common area named
after Thurgood Marshall. I traveled to Harlem,
N.Y., and purchased some music (Bootleg out of
a car trunk) of The Last Poets. I got permission
from the building principal, and I played three
songs of The Last Poets at the start, middle and
end of the dance. Peace to the words of The
Last Poets.
Remember -"There wouldn't be an America if it
wasn't for black people. So, you have some
dedicated black Americans who will die a million
deaths to save America. And this is home for us."
- Abiodun Oyowele
Today in our History - May 19, 1968 - The Original
Last Poets were formed on Malcolm X's birthday,
at Marcus Garvey Park in East Harlem. On
October 24th, 1968, the group performed on
pioneering New York television program Soul!.
Luciano, Kain, and Nelson recorded separately
as The Original Last Poets, gaining some renown
as the soundtrack artists of the 1971 film Right On!
In 1972, they appeared on Black Forum Records
album Black Spirits - Festival Of New Black Poets
In America with "And See Her Image In The River"
and "Song of Ditla, part II", recorded live at the
Apollo Theatre, Harlem, New York. A book of the
same name was published by Random House
(1972 - ISBN 9780394476209).
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The original group actually consisted of Gylan
Kain, David Nelson and Abiodun Oyowele.
Nelson left in the fall of 1968 and was replaced
by Felipe Luciano, then Luciano left to start the
Young Lords and was replaced by Alafia Pudim
(later known as Jalaluddin Mansur). Following the
success of the reformed Last Poets first album,
Luciano, Kain, and Nelson reunited to record
their only album Right On in 1967, the soundtrack
to a documentary movie of the same name that
finally saw release in 1971. (See also Performance
(1970 film featuring Mick Jagger) soundtrack
song "Wake Up, Niggers".) The Right On album
was released under the group name The Original
Last Poets to simultaneously establish their
primacy and distance themselves from the other
group of the same name.
The Jalal-led group coalesced via a 1969 Harlem
writers' workshop known as East Wind. Jalal
Mansur Nuriddin a.k.a. Alafia Pudim, Umar Bin
Hassan, and Abiodun Oyewole, along with poet
Sulaiman El-Hadi and percussionist Nilaja Obabi,
are generally considered the best-known
members of the various lineups. Jalal, Umar, and
Nilaja appeared on the group's 1970 self-titled
debut LP and follow-up This Is Madness. Nilija then
left, and a third poet, Sulaiman El-Hadi, was
added. This Jalal-Sulaiman version of the group
made six albums together but recorded only
sporadically without much promotion after 1977.
Having reached US Top 10 chart success with its
debut album, the Last Poets went on to release
the follow-up, This Is Madness, without thenincarcerated Abiodun Oyewole. The album
featured more politically charged poetry that
resulted in the group being listed under the
counter-intelligence program COINTELPRO
during the Richard Nixon administration. Hassan
left the group following This Is Madness to be
replaced by Sulaiman El-Hadi (now deceased) in
time for Chastisment (1972). The album
introduced a sound the group called "jazzoetry",
leaving behind the spare percussion of the
previous albums in favor of a blending of jazz and
funk instrumentation with poetry. The music
further developed into free-jazz–poetry with
Hassan's brief return on 1974's At Last, as yet the
only Last Poets release still unavailable on CD.
The remainder of the 1970s saw a decline in the
group's popularity. In the 1980s and beyond,
however, the group gained renown with the rise
of hip-hop music, often being name-checked as

grandfathers and founders of the new
movement, often citing the Jalaluddin solo
project Hustler's Convention (1973) as their
inspiration. Because of this the band was also
interviewed in the 1986 cult documentary Big Fun
In The Big Town. Nuriddin and El-Hadi worked on
several projects under the Last Poets name,
working with bassist and producer Bill Laswell,
including 1984's Oh My People and 1988's
Freedom Express, and recording the final El Hadi–
Nuriddin collaboration, Scatterrap/Home, in 1994.
Sulaiman El-Hadi died in October 1995. Oyewole
and Hassan began recording separately under
the same name, releasing Holy Terror in 1995 (rereleased on Innerhythmic in 2004) and Time Has
Come in 1997.
Their lyrics often dealt with social issues facing
African American people. In the song "Rain of
Terror", the group criticized the American
government and voiced support for the Black
Panthers.
More recently, the Last Poets found fame again
refreshed through a collaboration where the trio
(Umar Bin Hassan) was featured with hip-hop
artist Common on the Kanye West-produced
song "The Corner," as well as (Abiodun Oyewole)
with the Wu-Tang Clan-affiliated political hip-hop
group Black Market Militia on the song "The Final
Call," stretching overseas to the UK on songs
"Organic Liquorice (Natural Woman)",
"Voodoocore", and "A Name" with Shaka
Amazulu the 7th. The group is also featured on
the Nas album Untitled, on the songs "You Can't
Stop Us Now" and "Project Roach." Individual
members of the group also collaborated with DST
on a remake of "Mean Machine", Public Enemy
on a remake of "White Man's God A God
Complex" and with Bristol-based British post-punk
band the Pop Group.
In 2010, Abiodun Oyowele was among the artists
featured on the Welfare Poets' produced Cruel
And Unusual Punishment, a CD compilation that
was made in protest of the death penalty, which
also featured some several current positive hiphop artists.
In 2004 Jalal Mansur Nuriddin, a.k.a. Alafia Pudim,
a.k.a. Lightning Rod (The Hustlers Convention
1973), collaborated with the UK-based poet Mark
T. Watson (a.k.a. Malik Al Nasir) writing the
foreword to Watson's debut poetry collection,
Ordinary Guy, published in December 2004 by
the Liverpool-based publisher Fore-Word Press.
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Jalal's foreword was written in rhyme, and was
recorded for a collaborative album "Rhythms of
the Diaspora (Vol. 1 & 2 - Unreleased) by Malik Al
Nasir's band, Malik & the O.G's featuring Gil ScottHeron, percussionist Larry McDonald, drummers
Rod Youngs and Swiss Chris, New York dub poet
Ras Tesfa, and a host of young rappers from New
York and Washington, D.C. Produced by Malik Al
Nasir, and Swiss Chris, the albums Rhythms of the
Diaspora; Vol. 1 & 2 are the first of their kind to
unite these pioneers of poetry and hip hop with
each other.[8]
In 2011, The Last Poets Abiodun Oyewole and
Umar Bin Hassan performed at The Jazz Cafe in
London, in a tribute concert to the late Gil ScottHeron and all the former Last Poets.
In 2014, Last Poet Jalaluddin Mansur Nuriddin
came to London and also performed at The Jazz
Cafe with Jazz Warriors the first ever live
performance in 40 years of the now iconic
"Hustlers Convention". The event was produced
by Fore-Word Press and featured Liverpool poet
Malik Al Nasir with his band Malik & the O. G’s
featuring Cleveland Watkiss, Orphy Robinson and
Tony Remy. The event was filmed as part of a
documentary on the "Hustlers Convention" by
Manchester film maker Mike Todd and Riverhorse
Communications. The executive producer was
Public Enemy's Chuck D. As part of the event
Charly Records re-issued a special limited edition
of the vinyl version of Hustlers Convention to
celebrate their 40th anniversary. The event was
MC'd by poet Lemn Sissay and the DJ was
Shiftless Shuffle's Perry Louis.
In 2016, The Last Poets (World Editions, UK), was
published. The novel, written by Christine Otten,
was originally published in Dutch in 2011, and has
now been translated by Jonathan Reeder for
English readers. Research more about Black
poets and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I give you
the history of the
woman who was
called - " The
mother of
woman's
activisim" Enjoy!
Remember "Political life in our
country has
plowed in muddy
channels and
needs the infusion
of clearer and
cleaner waters." Frances Ellen
Watkins Harper
Today in our
History - May 20,1851 - Worked with the
Underground Railroad to help get escaped
slaves to Canada.
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper (September 24,
1825-February 22, 1911), was an African
American writer, lecturer, and political activist,
who promoted abolition, civil rights, women's
rights, and temperance. She helped found or
held high office in several national progressive
organizations. She is best remembered today for
her poetry and fiction, which preached moral
uplift and counseled the oppressed how to free
themselves from their demoralized condition.
Frances was born in Baltimore, Maryland, to free
parents whose names are unknown. After her
mother died in 1828, Frances was raised by her
aunt and uncle. Her uncle was the abolitionist
William Watkins, father of William J. Watkins, who
would become an associate of Frederick
Douglass. She received her education at her
uncle's Academy for Negro Youth and absorbed
many of his views on civil rights. The family
attended the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
church.
Following the passage in 1850 of the Fugitive
Slave Law, conditions for free blacks in the slave
state of Maryland deteriorated and the Watkins
family fled Baltimore. Frances Watkins moved on
her own to Ohio, where she taught sewing at
Union Seminary. She moved on to Pennsylvania in
1851. There, alongside William Still, Chairman of
the Pennsylvania Abolition Society, she helped
escaped slaves along the Underground Railroad
on their way to Canada.
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Watkins continued to write, and in 1854 her
Poems on Miscellaneous Subjects attracted
critical notice and became her biggest
commercial success. In these poems she
attacked not only racism but also the oppression
of women. Most of the earnings from this and her
other books went to help free the slaves. In 1854
she also began her lecturing career. She was
much in demand on the anti-slavery circuit and
she traveled extensively in the years before the
Civil War.
John Brown, who had been principal at Union
Seminary when Watkins had worked there, led
the unsuccessful uprising at Harper's Ferry in 1859.
Watkins gave emotional support and comfort to
Mary Brown during her husband's trial and
execution. In a letter smuggled into John Brown's
prison cell, Watkins wrote, "In the name of the
young girl sold from the warm clasp of a mother's
arms to the clutches of a libertine or profligate,—
in the name of the slave mother, her heart
rocked to and fro by the agony of her mournful
separations,—I thank you, that you have been
brave enough to reach out your hands to the
crushed and blighted of my race."
In 1859 Watkins's tale "The Two Offers" appeared
in the Anglo-African, the first short story to be
published by an African American. Although cast
in fictional form, the piece is actually a sermon
on the important life choices made by young
people, women in particular. The tale relates the
tragedy of a woman who mistakenly thinks
romance and married love to be the only goal
and center of her life. "Talk as you will of woman's
deep capacity for loving," Watkins preached, "of
the strength of her affectional nature. I do not
deny it; but will the mere possession of any
human love, fully satisfy all the demands of her
whole being? . . . But woman—the true woman—
if you would render her happy, it needs more
than the mere development of her affectional
nature. Her conscience should be enlightened,
her faith in the true and right established, and
scope given to her Heaven-endowed and Godgiven faculties."
In 1860, Frances Watkins married Fenton Harper,
a widower with three children, and moved to
Ohio. Their daughter, Mary, was born in 1862.
Fenton died in 1864. After the war was over,
Frances Harper toured the South, speaking to
large audiences, encouraging education for
freed slaves, and aiding in reconstruction.

Harper first became acquainted with Unitarians
before the war, due to their support of abolition
and the Underground Railroad. Her friend Peter
H. Clark, a noted abolitionist and educator in
Ohio, had become a Unitarian in 1868. When
Harper and her daughter settled in Philadelphia
in 1870, she joined the First Unitarian Church.
With slavery a thing of the past, Harper turned
her energy to women's rights. She spoke up for
the empowerment of women and worked with
Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton to
secure votes for women. Unlike Anthony and
Stanton, Harper supported the Fourteenth
Amendment, which, together with the Fifteenth,
granted the vote to black men but not to
women. Recognizing the ever-present danger of
lynching, she reasoned that the African
American community needed an immediate
political voice. With that would come the
possibility of securing further legal and civil rights.
During the next few decades, Harper wrote a
great deal and had her works published
frequently. Because of her many magazine
articles, she was called the mother of African
American journalism. At the same time, she also
wrote for periodicals with a mainly white
circulation.
Long fascinated with the character of Moses,
whose modern equivalents she sought in the
women and men of her own era, Harper treated
this theme in poetry, fiction, and oratory. Before
the Civil War, in her 1859 speech, "Our Greatest
Want," she had challenged her fellow blacks:
"Our greatest need is not gold or silver, talent or
genius, but true men and true women. We have
millions of our race in the prison house of slavery
but have not yet a single Moses in freedom."
The poems in Harper's Sketches of Southern Life,
1872, present the story of Reconstruction, as told
by a wise and engaging elderly former slave,
Aunt Chloe. Harper's serialized novel, "Sowing
and Reaping," in the Christian Recorder, 1876-77,
expanded on the theme of "The Two Offers." In
"Trial and Triumph," 1888-89, the most
autobiographical of her novels, Harper
presented her program for progress through
personal development, altruism, nondiscrimination, and racial pride.
In 1873 Harper became Superintendent of the
Colored Section of the Philadelphia and
Pennsylvania Women's Christian Temperance
Union. In 1894 she helped found the National
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Association of Colored Women and served as its
vice president, 1895-1911. Along with Ida B. Wells,
Harper wrote and lectured against lynching. She
was also a member of the Universal Peace Union.
Although busy as a writer and active in public
life, Harper continued to engage personally in
social concerns at the local level. She worked
with a number of churches in the black
community of north Philadelphia near her home,
feeding the poor, preventing juvenile
delinquency, and teaching Sunday School at the
Mother Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
church.
Both Unitarians and the AME church have
claimed Harper as a member. She was reluctant
to choose between the two. AME was the
church she had been raised in. It was family and
home to her, and she always remembered
where she came from and what her people had
been through. Her reasons for joining the
Unitarian church, on the other hand, may have
been partly political. Although she had had
personal and professional contacts in both black
and white communities ever since her first book
of poems was published, many doors remained
closed to her. In a society where color lines were
clearly drawn, a Unitarian church provided a rare
opportunity for the races to meet. The Unitarians
she knew could help to advance the causes she
supported in places she could never go.
Harper's christology was Unitarian. Christ was not
a distant God to her, but a role model for the
kind of exalted existence that all human beings
could attain. In Iola Leroy, 1892, her final and
famous novel (which, until recently, was her only
remembered novel), she envisioned a Christ-like
role for African Americans, who, by transcending
their suffering, had the opportunity to transform
society.
Harper died on 22 February 1911, nine years
before women gained the right to vote. Her
funeral service was held at the Unitarian Church
on Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. She was
buried in Eden Cemetery, next to her daughter,
who had died two years before.
Although an extremely popular writer during her
lifetime, Harper was not acclaimed by literary
critics. Following her death W.E.B. Du Bois, whose
ideal of high style was Henry James, eulogized
her with faint praise: "She was not a great singer,
but she had some sense of song; she was not a
great writer, but she wrote much worth reading."

Shortly after, Harper's communicative and
intentionally popular style was dismissed as
sentimental hackwork by African American male
critics and her message held in suspicion
because her mixed-race protagonists were not
sufficiently black.
During the 20th century, as her reputation waned
and the best of her poetry languished unread.
Harper's gravestone fell over and was covered
by grass. In her celebrated poem, "Bury Me In a
Free Land," she wrote,
I ask no monument, proud and high,
To arrest the gaze of passers-by;
All that my yearning spirit craves,
Is bury me not in a land of slaves.
In recent decades, however, black women and
feminists in general have resurrected Harper's
legacy. In 1992 African American Unitarian
Universalists honored her and commemorated
the one-hundredth anniversary of Iola Leroy by
installing a new headstone. In the excavation,
the old headstone was uncovered, forgotten but
still enduring. Harper's call for full human
development—black and white, male and
female—also endures, as urgent and vital during
these decades following the Civil Rights
movement and Women's Liberation as it was
during Reconstruction and its aftermath. Make It
A Champion Day!

Law and Order was
at low on this HBSU
Campus!
Remember - The
streets looked like a
war zone - Willie
Ernest Grimes
Today in our History
- May 21, 1969 Police and National
Guardsmen fired
on North Carolina
A&T Campus.
Willie Ernest Grimes
was born in Winterville, North Carolina, a rural
eastern town in Pitt County just outside
Greenville. He grew up in a close-knit family with
his four siblings. Willie and his brother, George,
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who was four years younger, were the two
youngest children and were especially close. His
parents, Joe and Ella, were farmers.
Half the teachers at the high school Willie
attended were A&T grads; therefore, it seemed
like a natural decision for him to attend college
there. Willie was known as a friendly and “good
guy” among his classmates on campus. He
worked part time and joined the Pershing Rifles,
an Army ROTC fraternity.
In April 1969, the death of their grandfather
brought the five Grimes’ siblings together.
Although this was a sad occasion, Willie enjoyed
being with his family and loved the home
cooked meals that were prepared while he was
there. He wondered when he would get home
cooking like this again. When it was time for him
to leave to go back to school, Willie told his
family, “I’ll see you later” because his father
always told him not to say goodbye.
On Wednesday night, May 21, 1969 Willie called
home to tell his folks he had cashed his income
tax refund check; his dad said that he would pick
him up that weekend to take him home because
the spring semester was nearly over. Later that
night, he talked with his friends about the chaos
taking place on A&T’s campus.
Three weeks earlier, at nearby Dudley High
School, protests had erupted because of the
results of a student council election. Claude
Barnes, a junior at Dudley, had spoken out
against the differences in the segregated schools
and other issues of inequality and was
considered a militant by Dudley High School
administrators. By this time, student council
elections had rolled around and because of his
outspokenness, the administrators refused to let
his name appear on the student council ballot
but students wrote it in anyway which resulted in
the win by Barnes. This victory was declared
illegal by administrators causing Barnes and four
of his friends to walk out of school and picket in
protest. The next day nine students walked out.
Barnes has said he thinks the protest would have
run its course but school authorities called the
police which encouraged others to join the
protest and on May 16, nearly four hundred
students boycotted classes. Leaders in the
African American community had asked school
authorities to recognize Barnes’ election win;
however, they would not.

On May 19, protests had exploded into violence
and after two days, the violence got worse as
police fired tear gas to disperse students as they
threw rocks at the building where a
representative from the schools’ central
administration had set up an office. The hostilities
spread to A&T’s campus where hundreds of N.C.
A&T and Dudley High School students, including
Barnes, were tear-gassed and beaten and/or
arrested. Gunfire erupted between police and
North Carolina National Guard troops on one
side and people on the A&T campus on the
other.
Willie and his friends decided to walk to Summit
Avenue, less than a mile away, to buy food at a
local fast food restaurant. They left Scott Hall to
walk across campus. As they neared the edge of
campus, gunshots were fired and Willie was hit
near Carver Hall on A&T’s campus. Witnesses said
someone fired on him from a car. Others said the
shots came from an unmarked police car which
was emphatically denied by the police. In the
early hours on May 22, a speeding car carried
Willie to Moses Cone Hospital where he was
declared dead on arrival at 1:30 a.m. It was
concluded that he died within fifteen to twenty
minutes from a bullet that was lodged in the
base of his brain.
Joe Grimes went to Greensboro the next morning
and took Willie’s body back to Winterville.
The funeral of Willie Ernest Grimes, a twenty-yearold North Carolina A&T State University
sophomore was attended by two thousand
people, including many A&T students who came
to pay their respects. The funeral was held at his
high school to acommodate all who came.
Grimes' killing and the shootings of five police
officers and two other students have never been
solved.
Willie Grimes was described as “a studious young
man… neither a militant nor an activist”. A
memorial in his honor is located at the Memorial
Student Union on the campus of A&T. Ella Grimes,
Willie’s mother, and his sister, Gloria, still live in
Winterville. Willie’s brother, George, is an A&T
graduate. Like his brother, George joined the
Army ROTC and pledged the Pershing Rifles
fraternity. Make it a champion day!
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Technology is
part of our lives
and will
continue, today
we look at a
Black woman
who is a giant
in her field.
Remember - "Believe in the power of truth ... Do
not allow your mind to be imprisoned by majority
thinking. Remember that the limits of science are
not the limits of imagination." - Marian Croak
Today in our History - May 22, 1982 - Marion Croak
joins then named Bell Laboratories. (AT&T).
As part of Face2Face African Americans
commitment to informing and connecting black
people around the world, I have resolved to
devote each day of the month in celebrating
black women and man who have contributed to
highlight their inventions and/ or contributions to
the USA and the world.
Marian Croak is the senior vice president for
application and services infrastructure for AT&T.
Croak has been granted 100 patents in relation
to voice over internet protocol or VOIP. She has
an additional 100 patents currently under review
with the U.S. Patent Office. Her patents are
directly related to “assessing the installation of a
component in a packet-switched network” to
“dynamically adjusting broadband access
bandwidth.” As told to BizTech.
Her journey started in 1982 when she began
working at AT&T – Croak, along with other
colleagues advocated for the switch from wire
technology to internet protocol. Croak spent 32
years at AT&T; in 2014 she left the iconic
company to join Google as its vice president of
research and development for access strategy
and emerging markets. In this role, she’s
responsible for expanding internet capabilities
around the globe.
Croak is a graduate of Princeton University and
the University of Southern California. She earned
a PhD in Social Psychology and Quantitative
Analysis.
In 2013 Croak was inducted into the Women in
Technology International (WITI) hall of fame. She

also sits on the board of the Holocaust and
Human Rights Educational Center.
We honor Marian Croak’s contributions to the
world as a black woman. Make it a champion
day!

Today's
spotlight is on
a boy /man
who's was
called - The
"negro
genius" in the
media.
Remember "One day I
will fly to the
moon with
math." - Dr.
Jesse Ernest
Wilkins Jr.
Today in our History - May 23, 1940 - At 17
received a PHD. from The University of Chicago.
Jesse Ernest Wilkins Jr. (November 27, 1923 – May
12, 2011)
In 1940 Wilkins completed his B.Sc. in math. In
order to improve his rapport with the nuclear
engineers reporting to him, Wilkins later received
both bachelor's and master's degrees in
mechanical engineering from New York University
in 1982 and 2001, thus earning five science
degrees during his life.
After initially failing to secure a research position
at his alma mater in Chicago, Wilkins taught
mathematics from 1943 to 1944 at the Tuskegee
Institute (now Tuskegee University) in Tuskegee,
Alabama. In 1944 he returned to the University of
Chicago where he served first as an associate
mathematical physicist and then as a physicist in
its Metallurgical Laboratory, as part of the
Manhattan Project. Working under the direction
of Arthur Holly Compton and Enrico Fermi, Wilkins
researched the extraction of fissionable nuclear
materials, but was not told of the research
group's ultimate goal until after the atomic bomb
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was dropped on Hiroshima. Wilkins was the
codiscoverer or discoverer of a number of
phenomena in physics such as the Wilkins Effect,
plus the Wigner-Wilkins and Wilkins Spectra.
When Wilkins's team was about to be transferred
to the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Oak
Ridge, Tennessee (known at the time as site "X"),
due to the Jim Crow laws of the Southern United
States, Wilkins would have been prevented from
working there. When Edward Teller was informed
about this, he wrote a letter on September 18,
1944 to Harold Urey (who was the director of war
research at Columbia at the time) of Wilkins's
abilities, informing him about the problem of
Wilkins's race, and recommending his services for
a new position. As Teller explained:
Knowing that men of high qualifications are
scarce these days, I thought that it might be
useful that I suggest a capable person for this job.
Mr. Wilkins in Wigner's group at the Metallurgical
Laboratory has been doing, according to
Wigner, excellent work. He is a colored man and
since Wigner's group is moving to "X" it is not
possible for him to continue work with that group.
I think that it might be a good idea to secure his
services for our work.
Wilkins then continued to teach mathematics
and conduct significant research in neutron
absorption with physicist Eugene Wigner,
including the development of its mathematical
models. He would also later help design and
develop nuclear reactors for electrical power
generation, becoming part owner of one such
company,
In 1970 Wilkins went on to serve Howard University
as its distinguished professor of Applied
Mathematical Physics and also founded the
university's new PhD program in mathematics.
During his tenure at Howard he undertook a
sabbatical position as a visiting scientist at
Argonne National Laboratory from 1976 to 1977.
From 1974 to 1975 Wilkins served as president of
the American Nuclear Society and in 1976
became the second African American to be
elected to the National Academy of
Engineering.
From 1990 Wilkins lived and worked in Atlanta,
Georgia as a Distinguished Professor of Applied
Mathematics and Mathematical Physics at Clark
Atlanta University, and retired again for his last
time in 2003.

Throughout his years of research Wilkins published
more than 100 papers on a variety of subjects,
including differential geometry, linear differential
equations, integrals, nuclear engineering,
gamma radiation shielding and optics, garnering
numerous professional and scientific awards
along the way.
Wilkins had two children with his first wife Gloria
Louise Steward (d.1980) whom he married in
June 1947, and subsequently married Maxine G.
Malone in 1984. He was married a third time to
Vera Wood Anderson in Chicago in September
2003. He had a daughter, Sharon, and a son,
Wilkins, III during his first marriage.
J Ernest Wilkins Sr. was an equally notable figure,
but in different spheres. He was appointed
Assistant Secretary of Labor in 1954 by U.S.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower and thus
became the first African American to hold a subcabinet position in the United States
Government. One of Wilkins' grandfathers was
also notable for founding St. Mark's Methodist
Church in New York City.
In 2010 a niece of Wilkins, Carolyn Marie Wilkins,
Professor of Music at the Berklee College of Music
in Boston, wrote of Wilkins' father and her family
more generally in her biography Damn Near
White: An African American Family's Rise from
Slavery to Bittersweet Success.
Wilkins died on May 1, 2011 in Fountain Hills,
Arizona. He was survived by his two children,
Sharon Wilkins Hill and J. Ernest Wilkins III, plus
three grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren, and was buried at the National
Memorial Cemetery, Cave Creek, Arizona on
May 5. Research more black Mathmatician's and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

If you think that
today's post is
too PC for you
then you don't
understand
how this
Inventions help
shape not just
women but
everyone's
lives.
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Remember - “Science and everyday life cannot
and should not be separated.” - Mary Beatrice
Davidson Kenner
Today in our History - May 24, 1956 - Sister's who
Invenred things that we all understand today.
Before the advent of disposable pads, women
were using cloth pads and rags during their
period. Tampons were available for women but
they were discouraged from using them because
they were seen as not decent.
Mary Beatrice Davidson Kenner, an African
American inventor and her sister, Mildred
Davidson Austin Smith founded an alternative in
1956 – a sanitary belt. Three years later, Mary
invented the moisture-resistant pocket for the
belt. This gave women a better substitute for
handling their period, even if it was not as
comfortable as the modern sanitary pad.
Kenner’s sanitary belt with its moisture-proof
napkin pocket made it less likely that menstrual
blood could leak. Her invention was patented 30
years after it was introduced because the
company which was initially interested in her
invention rejected it when they realized that
Kenner was African American. Nevertheless,
Kenner went on to invent a lot of household items
throughout her adult life.
Along with her sister Mildred, Kenner patented a
bathroom toilet tissue holder that allowed the
loose end of a roll to be accessible at all
times.She further patented a back washer that
could be attached to the wall of a shower to
help people clean parts of their back that were
hard to reach. Mildred, who was struck with
multiple sclerosis at a young age, invented a
children’s board game that explored family ties.
In 1980, she trademarked the game’s name,
“Family Treedition.” Her game was subsequently
manufactured in several fashions, including the
Braille language.
Mary was the more prolific inventor of the two as
she eventually filed five patents in total, more
than any other African American woman in
history. The two sisters did not have any
professional training, and they never became
rich from their inventions. They made inventions
ultimately to improve the quality of life.
The sisters were both born in the town of Monroe,
N.C., Charlotte. Mildred was born January 31,
1916 and died in 1993. Her sister, Mary was born
May 17, 1912, but passed away at the age of 84.

Research more about great women who helped
shape our lives and work with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

The ceator has blessed us with fine Individuals
who have the skill to teach and Invent Ideas that
can help the human race, today you will read
about another.

Remember - "The difference between genius and
stupidity is, genius has its limits." - Otis Frank Boykin
Today in our History - May 25, 1938 - Otis Frank
Boykin, graduates from Booker T. Washington
High School in Dallas, TX.
The inventor Otis Frank Boykin, known for
inventing the wire precision resistor, was born on
August 29, 1920 in Dallas, Texas. Boykin’s mother,
Sarah Boykin, worked as a maid before dying in
1921 before Boykin’s first birthday. Boykin’s father,
Walter Boykin, worked as a carpenter and later
became a minister.
In 1934, Boykin entered Booker T. Washington
High School in Dallas, later graduating in 1938 as
valedictorian of his class. Following high school,
Boykin began college at Fisk University in
Nashville, Tennessee, simultaneously working at
an aerospace laboratory in Nashville as a
laboratory assistant testing automatic controls for
aircraft.
After graduating from Fisk in 1941, Boykin began
working as a lab assistant for Majestic Radio and
TV Corporation, in Chicago, Illinois, eventually
rising to the rank of supervisor. In 1944, Boykin
began working for the P.J. Nilsen Research
Laboratory. In 1946 Boykin began graduate
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studies at Illinois Institute of Technology but
dropped out within a year because his family
could no longer financially assist Boykin with his
tuition. Beginning in 1946 he briefly ran his own
company, Boykin-Fruth, Inc., and began working
on various inventions.
Otis Frank Boykin earned his first patent in 1959.
He developed the wire precision resistor which
enabled manufacturers to accurately designate
a value of resistance for an individual piece of
wire in electronic equipment. Two years later, in
1961, Boykin earned a patent for an improved
version of this concept, an inexpensive and easily
producible electrical resistor model with the
ability to “withstand extreme accelerations and
shocked and great temperature changes
without change or breakage of the fine
resistance wire or other detrimental effects.”
Boykin’s invention significantly reduced the cost
of production of hundreds of electronic devices
while making them much more reliable than
previously possible. The transistor radio was one
of the many devices affected by his work. Other
applications of Boykin’s invention included
guided missiles, televisions, and IBM computers.
Additionally, Boykin’s device would enable the
development of the control unit for the artificial
heart pacemaker, a device created to produce
electrical shocks to the heart to maintain a
healthy heart rate.
Boykin created the electrical capacitator in 1965
and an electrical resistance capacitor in 1967 as
well as a number of consumer products ranging
from a burglar-proof cash register to a chemical
air filter. In all, Boykin patented 26 electronic
devices over the course of his career.
Otis Frank Boykin died in Chicago of heart failure
on March 13, 1982 at the age of 61. Research
more about Black Inventors and share it with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Even during the "Great Depression", people of
color were doing outstanding feats but with littleto-no recognition. Read the story of the first
national footrace which people of color won
three spots in the top ten. Enjoy!
Remember - “Running is nothing more than a
series of arguments between the part of your
brain that wants to stop and the part that wants
to keep going.” - Winner of the Bunion Derby Andy Payne
Today in our History - The 1928 Bunion Derby:
America’s Brush with Integrated Sports.
From March 4 to May 26, 1928, a unique event
grabbed the attention of the American public—
an eighty-four day, 3,400-mile footrace from Los
Angeles to New York City, nicknamed the bunion
derby. The 199 starters included five African
Americans, a Jamaican-born Canadian, and
perhaps as many as fifteen Latinos, Native
Americans and Pacific Islanders, representing
about ten percent of the competitors. The rest
were white. The derby consisted of daily town-totown stage races that took the men across the
length of Route 66 to Chicago, then on other
roads to the finish in Madison Square Garden. All
were chasing a $25,000 first prize, a small fortune
in 1928 dollars.
Given the racial climate of 1928, black
participation in the bunion derby seemed a risky
venture, better suited for more tolerate racial
times, either the 1870’s when professional
distance racing was the rage and men of all
races were accepted in to its fold, or our modern
age, when the sight of African runners leading
endurance events is an everyday occurrence.
The 1928 race would take the men into the Jim
Crow segregated South, where most whites
believed blacks lacked the ability to concentrate
for anything longer than the sprint distances, and
had no business competing against whites.
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Bunion derby organizer Charles C. Pyle looked
back, longingly, to the 1870’s when the craze for
professional distance running gripped the land,
and sports promoters could make a fortune
sponsoring these events. In those days, most
towns and cities had their own indoor tracks,
where “pedestrians” raced in six day “go as you
please” contests of endurance. Participants were
free to run, walk, or crawl around these tracks for
six days. They often set up cots inside the track
oval and survived on three hours sleep a night.
This was a sport of the working classes. Fans bet
money on their favorite pedestrians and followed
them with all the fervor of today’s NFL fans.
Stamina not ethnicity was the single qualifier to
become a pedestrian star. Black America had its
hero, Haitian born, Frank Hart who made a
fortune in the sport and averaged ninety miles a
day in one six-day endurance race.
C. C. Pyle’s “bunioneers” found far harsher
conditions than the pedestrians faced in the
calm environment of an indoor track. His men
tackled the mostly unpaved and pot-holed
Route 66 across the American West, running daily
ultra-marathons across one thousand miles of the
most challenging terrain on the planet--the
ninety-five-degree heat of the Mojave Desert,
and the freezing mountain passes and thin air of
Arizona and New Mexico.
By the time derby reached eastern New Mexico,
only ninety-six of the original 199 starters
remained, including three of the five African
American starters--Eddie Gardner of Seattle,
Sammy Robinson of Atlantic City, New Jersey,
and Toby Joseph Cotton, Junior of Los Angeles-and Afro-Canadian Phillip Granville, of Hamilton,
Ontario. After overcoming all that, the black
runners faced a man-made hell when Route 66
took them to Texas where the Ku Klux Klan
dominated the state legislature and the city
governments of Dallas, Forth Worth and El Paso.
Gardner, Joseph, Cotton, and Granville were
forced out of the communal sleeping tent into a
“colored only” tent, then bombarded with death
threats and racial slurs as they slogged their way
across the muddy, tendon ripping roads of the
Texas Panhandle. In McLean, Texas, an angry
mob surrounded Gardner’s trainer’s car, and
threatened to burn it, claiming that blacks had
no business racing against whites. In Western
Oklahoma, a farmer trained a shotgun on Eddie
Gardner’s back, and rode behind him for an
entire day, daring him to pass a white man. After

Phillip Granville’s experience with Jim Crow
segregation, he began referring to himself as
Jamaican Indian, and “anything but negro,” and
disassociated myself from the black runners.
This abuse continued across Texas, Oklahoma
and Missouri, a total of a thousand miles and
twenty-four days of running hell before the derby
crossed into Illinois. The men were helped along
way by tightly knit black communities in
Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Chandler, Oklahoma,
that raised money for them, gave them a clean
bed for the night, and a solid meal to keep them
going in the face of so much hate. They also
were supported and protected by the white
runners who had bonded with them like brothers
over the brutal miles on Route 66.
The heroism of the black bunioneers was a
symbol of hope and pride to black communities
they passed along way, and to black America as
a whole, who followed the men’s struggle across
Texas, Oklahoma and Missouri in the Amsterdam
News, California Eagle, Black Dispatch Chicago
Defender, and Pittsburgh Courier. The
competitors also put to rest the long-held belief
that blacks were unsuited to long distance
running, given that three-fifths of the blacks
finished compared to about twenty-five percent
of the whites. The derby also showed the nation
that blacks and whites could compete against
one another even if they were not yet ready to
live together in harmony.
On May 26, 1928, fifty-five weary men make their
final laps around the track in Madison Square
Garden that marked the end of their eighty-fourday ordeal. Three of the top ten finishers were
runners of color, including the $25,000 first prize
winner, Andy Payne, a part Cherokee Indian
from Oklahoma, the $5,000 third place winner,
Phillip Granville of Canada, and the $1,000
eighth place winner, Eddie Gardner of Seattle.
These three bunioneers were cut from the same
social cloth as their white competitors—they
were blue-collar men who were looking for a
piece of the American dream. They did not run
for loving cups or medals, but for prize money
that could lift a mortgage off a farm, buy a
house, or give their children some decent clothes
to wear, and in the case of the black runners,
they risked their lives to do so. This was a far
different mentality from the university athletes
and members of athletic clubs who looked down
their noses at these working class distance stars,
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but it was also strikingly modern, a herald of the
rise of professional sports in the years to come,
where merit, not race determined fame and
glory. This race was run in the following year but
with no blacks permitted to run becuse of the
nation's depression. I could not find pictures of
the winner receiving the winnings and trophy.
Make it a champion day!

This powerful black woman taught at Rutgers
University, so she has to be one of the best, Enjoy!
Remember “We need to
go back to the
discovery, to
posing a
question, to
having a
hypothesis
and having
kids know that
they can discover the answers and can peal
away a layer.” - Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson
Today in our History - May 27, 1973 - Shirley Ann
Jackson, earned her Ph.D.
Shirley Ann Jackson, born in 1946 in Washington,
D.C., has achieved numerous firsts for African
American women. She was the first black woman
to earn a Ph.D. from Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (M.I.T.); to receive a Ph.D. in
theoretical solid state physics; to be elected
president and then chairman of the board of the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS); to be president of a major
research university, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute in New York; and to be elected to the
National Academy of Engineering. Jackson was
also both the first African American and the first
woman to chair the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
Jackson’s parents and teachers recognized her
natural talent for science and nurtured her
interest from a young age. In 1964, after
graduating as valedictorian from her high school,
Jackson was accepted at M.I.T., where she was
one of very few women and even fewer black
students. Despite discouraging remarks from her
professors about the appropriateness of science
for a black woman, she chose to major in physics
and earned her B.S. in 1968. Jackson continued

at M.I.T. for graduate school, studying under the
first black physics professor in her department,
James Young. In 1973, she earned her Ph.D.
Shirley Jackson completed several years of
postdoctoral research at various laboratories,
such as Fermi in Illinois, before being hired by
AT&T Bell Laboratories in 1976, where she worked
for 15 years. She conducted research on the
optical and electronic properties of layered
materials, surface electrons of liquid helium films,
strained-layer semiconductor superlattices, and
most notably, the polaronic aspects of electrons
in two-dimensional systems. She is considered a
leading developer of Caller ID and Call Waiting
on telephones.
After teaching at Rutgers University from 19911995, Jackson was appointed chair of the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission by Bill Clinton. In
1999, Jackson became President of Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, where she still serves today.
In 2004, she was elected president of AAAS and
in 2005 she served as chairman of the board for
the Society. Dr. Shirley Jackson is married to a
physicist and has one son. Research more about
black women and science and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Happy Memorial Day,
Horace King did a lot of
things during his lifetime
but will be rememberd as
a builder of bridegs.
Enjoy!
Remember - I loved to
build bridges in order for
the every day person
could have an easier
travel. - Horace King
Today in our History - May
28, 1885 - Horace King
dies after leaving a great mark on Alabama,
Georgia's history.
Horace King, born a slave on September 8, 1807
in Chesterfield District, South Carolina, was a
successful bridge architect and builder in West
Georgia, Northern Alabama and northeast
Georgia in the period between the 1830s and
1870s. King worked for his master, John Godwin
who owned a successful construction business.
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Although King was a slave, Godwin treated him
as a valued employee and eventually gave him
considerable influence over his business. Horace
King supervised many of Godwin's business
activities including the management of
construction sites. In 1832, for example, King led a
construction crew in building Moore’s Bridge, the
first bridge crossing the lower Chattahoochee
River in northwest Georgia. Later in the decade,
Godwin and King constructed some of the
largest bridges in Georgia, Alabama, and
Northeastern Mississippi. By the 1840s King
designed and supervised construction of major
bridges at Wetumpka, Alabama and Columbus,
Mississippi without Godwin's supervision. Godwin
issued five-year warranties on his bridges
because of his confidence in King’s high-quality
work.
In 1839, Horace King married Frances Thomas, a
free African American woman. The couple had
had four boys and one girl. The King children
eventually joined their father at working on
various construction projects. In addition to
building bridges, King constructed homes and
government buildings for Godwin's construction
company. In 1841, King supervised the
construction of the Russell County Courthouse in
Alabama. Despite the success of the company in
attracting work, Godwin nonetheless fell into
debt. King was emancipated by Godwin on
February 3, 1846 to avoid his seizure by creditors.
King continued to work for Godwin's construction
company and when his former owner died in
1859, King assumed controlled of Godwin’s
business.
During the Civil War, King continued to work on
construction projects usually for the Confederacy
including a building for the Confederate navy
near Columbus, Georgia. Confederate officials
also forced King to block several waterways to
prevent Union access to strategic points in
Georgia and Alabama.
In 1864 Frances Thomas King died. Immediately
after the Civil War ended King married Sarah
Jane Jones McManus. Also, after the war, King
began to prosper as he worked on the
reconstruction of bridges, textile mills, cotton
warehouses and public buildings destroyed
during the conflict. After passing down the family
business to his son, John Thomas King, Horace
King was elected as a Republican to the

Alabama House of Representatives, serving from
1870 to 1874.
Horace King died on May 28, 1885 in LaGrange,
Georgia. Reserach more about this great
American and share with your babies, Make it a
champion day!
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After receiving her freedom at the end of the
Civil War, Goode moved to Chicago and
eventually became an entrepreneur. Along with
her husband Archibald, a carpenter, she owned
a furniture store. Many of her customers, who
were mostly working-class, lived in small
apartments and didn't have much space for
furniture, including beds.
As a solution to the problem, Goode invented a
cabinet bed, which she described as a "folding
bed," similar to what nowadays would be called
a Murphy bed. When the bed was not being
used, it could also serve as a roll-top desk,
complete with compartments for stationery and
other writing supplies.
Goode received a patent for her invention on
July 14, 1885. She died May 29,1905. We all know
how this type of bed changed our lives. Research
more about this great American and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today we are going to learn about a woman
who was fearless and creative for her time.
Entrepreneur and inventor, Sarah E. Goode, was
the first African American woman to receive a
United States patent.
Remember - "I know people who would sleep on
the ground or on the floor. I wanted them to
sleep with dignity like the people we belonged to
during the slave days." - Sarah E. Goode
Today in our History - May 29, 1905 - Sarah E.
Goode dies.
Entrepreneur and inventor, Sarah E. Goode was
the first African American woman to receive a
United States patent.
Born into slavery in 1850, inventor and
entrepreneur Sarah E. Goode was the first African
American woman to be granted a patent by the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, for her
invention of a folding cabinet bed in 1885.
Born into slavery in 1850, inventor and
entrepreneur Sarah E. Goode went on to
become the first African American woman to be
granted a patent by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, for her invention of a folding
cabinet bed in 1885.

How many of us
as students had
classes in
zoology? Would
you go and get
a degree in
that field?
Thank God for
Charles Henry
Turner. Enjoy!
Remember - " I
loved science
so much
because it's
always hiding things from our past" - Dr. Charles
Henry Turner
Today in our History - May 30, 1907 - On May
30,1907, Turner graduated from the University of
Chicago with a Ph.D. in zoology, becoming the
first African American to receive such a degree
from the institution.
Charles Henry Turner, a zoologist and scholar,
was the first person to discover that insects can
hear and alter behavior based on previous
experience.
Born in 1867 in Cincinnati, Ohio, Charles Henry
Turner was a pioneering African American

scientist and scholar. Among his most notable
achievements, Turner was the first African
American to receive a Ph.D. in zoology from the
University of Chicago, and the first person to
discover that insects can hear and alter behavior
based on previous experience. He died in
Chicago, Illinois, in 1923.
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experience. He showed that insects were
capable of learning, illustrating (in two of his most
famous research projects) that honeybees can
see in color and recognize patterns. He
conducted some of these experiments while
working at Sumner without the benefit of
research assistants or laboratory space.

Pioneering African American scientist Charles
Henry Turner was born on February 3, 1867, in
Cincinnati, Ohio. His father worked as a
custodian and his mother was a practical nurse,
and the young Turner was actively encouraged
to read and learn.

In 1922, Turner moved to Chicago, Illinois, to live
with his son Darwin. He died there on February 14,
1923. His last scientific paper was published the
year after his death, in which he explored a
method for conducting field research on freshwater invertebrates.

Turner excelled at his studies, graduating from
Gaines High School in 1886 as class valedictorian.
He enrolled at the University of Cincinnati that
same year, and in 1887, he wed Leontine Troy.
The couple later had two sons, Henry and
Darwin, before his wife's death in 1895.

Several schools have been named in Turner's
honor in St. Louis, Missouri, the city where he
spent so many years as a teacher. On the
campus of Clark Atlanta University, he is
remembered on the Tanner-Turner Hall building.
And children have learned about his influential
work though the 1997 children's book Bug
Watching with Charles Henry Turner by M.E. Ross.

Turner graduated with a bachelor's degree in
biology in 1891 and earned a master's degree
from the University of Cincinnati the following
year. During his studies, Turner found work as a
teacher at a number of schools and had an
assistantship at his alma mater from 1891 to 1893.
To help find a teaching position, Turner
contacted Booker T. Washington at the Tuskegee
Normal and Industrial Institute (later Tuskegee
University) in Alabama. Some reports indicate
that Turner lost out on a position at the institute to
George Washington Carver, another
distinguished African American scientist. Instead
Turner moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where he
taught at Clark College (later known as Clark
Atlanta University) from 1893 to 1905.
On May 30,1907, Turner graduated from the
University of Chicago with a Ph.D. in zoology,
becoming the first African American to receive
such a degree from the institution. Shortly after
being turned down for a teaching position at the
University of Chicago, Turner moved to St. Louis,
Missouri, where he taught at Sumner High School
until 1922.
During his career, Turner published more than 70
research papers. He pioneered research
techniques in the study of animal behavior and
made several important discoveries that
advanced our understanding of the natural
world. Among his most notable achievements,
Turner was the first person to discover that insects
can hear and alter behavior based on previous

In recent years, his groundbreaking work has
been reintroduced to the public through the
publication of Selected Papers and Biography of
Charles Henry Turner, Pioneer of Comparative
Animal Behavior Studies (2003). Research more
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

What is the definition of a Riot - a noisy, violent
public disorder caused by a group or crowd of
persons, as by a crowd protesting against
another group, a government policy, etc., in the
streets.- What is the definition of a Massacre - the
unnecessary, indiscriminate killing of a large
number of human beings or animals, as in
barbarous warfare or persecution or for revenge
or plunder. Read the story and you tell me what

happened in Tulsa, OK during the days on May
31 and June 2, 1921. THIS IS A STORY NOT TOLD
AND HONORED ENOUGH. PEACE!
Remember - " It was terrifying like what my
grandparents use to talk about during slavery.
We could not stop the waves of bombs, gunfire
and total hate towards our people. No one
should have to live like that" - Tulsa Resident
Today in our History - May 31, 1921
Tulsa race riot of 1921, race riot that began on
May 31, 1921, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and was one
of the most severe incidents of racial violence in
U.S. history. Lasting for two days, the riot left
somewhere between 30 and 300 people dead,
mostly African Americans, and destroyed Tulsa’s
prosperous black neighbourhood of Greenwood,
known as the “black Wall Street.” More than
1,400 homes and businesses were burned, and
nearly 10,000 people were left homeless. Despite
its severity and destructiveness, the Tulsa race riot
was barely mentioned in history books until the
late 1990s, when a state commission was formed
to document the incident.
On May 30, 1921, Dick Rowland, a young African
American shoe shiner, was accused of assaulting
a white elevator operator named Sarah Page in
the elevator of a building in downtown Tulsa. The
next day the Tulsa Tribune printed a story saying
that Rowland had tried to rape Page, with an
accompanying editorial stating that a lynching
was planned for that night. That evening mobs of
both African Americans and whites descended
on the courthouse where Rowland was being
held. When a confrontation between an armed
African American man, there to protect
Rowland, and a white protestor resulted in the
death of the latter, the white mob was incensed,
and the Tulsa riot was thus ignited.
Over the next two days, mobs of white people
looted and set fire to African American
businesses and homes throughout the city. Many
of the mob members were recently returned
World War I veterans trained in the use of firearms
and are said to have shot African Americans on
sight. Some survivors even claimed that people in
airplanes dropped incendiary bombs.
When the riot ended on June 1, the official death
toll was recorded at 10 whites and 26 African
Americans, though many experts now believe at
least 300 people were killed. Shortly after the riot
there was a brief official inquiry, but documents
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related to the riot disappeared soon afterward.
The event never received widespread attention
and has been noticeably absent from the history
books used to teach Oklahoma schoolchildren.
In 1997 a Tulsa Race Riot Commission was formed
by the state of Oklahoma to investigate the riot
and formally document the incident. Members of
the commission gathered accounts of survivors
who were still alive, documents from individuals
who witnessed the riots but had since died, and
other historical evidence. Scholars used the
accounts of witnesses and ground-piercing radar
to locate a potential mass grave just outside
Tulsa’s Oaklawn Cemetery, suggesting the death
toll may be much higher than the original records
indicate. In its preliminary recommendations, the
commission suggested that the state of
Oklahoma pay $33 million in restitution, some of it
to the 121 surviving victims who had been
located. However, no legislative action was ever
taken on the recommendation, and the
commission had no power to force legislation. In
April 2002 a private religious charity, the Tulsa
Metropolitan Ministry, paid a total of $28,000 to
the survivors, a little more than $200 each, using
funds raised from private donations. There is a lot
more to this story and should be a major movie
on the BIG screen, please research more about
this massacre and share with your babies. Make it
a champion day!

JUNE

Today we are going back home to New Jersey
with a black man who was born in Pennsauken
and graduated from the ""Castle on the Hill" Camden High School. Enjoy!
Remember - " Education is the new currency and
I will teach this new currency to anyone who will
listen" - Harold Amos
Today in our History - June 1, 1974 - Appointed
advisor to President M. Richard.
Harold Amos (September 7, 1918 – February 26,
2003) was an American microbiologist and
professor. He taught at Harvard Medical School
for nearly fifty years and was the first African
American department chair of the school.
Amos was born in Pennsauken, New Jersey to
Howard R. Amos Sr., a Philadelphia postman, and
Iola Johnson. He attended a segregated school
and graduate first in his class from Camden High
School in New Jersey. He graduated from
Springfield College with a baccalaureate. Amos
was drafted into the U.S. Army, serving in the
Quartermaster's Corps in World War II as a
warrant officer, eventually discharged in
February 1946. In the fall of 1946 Amos enrolled in
the biological sciences graduate program at
Harvard Medical School, earning an MA in 1947
and graduated with a PhD from Harvard Medical
School in 1952. Upon completing a Fulbright
Scholarship, Amos joined the Harvard Medical
School faculty in 1954. He was the chairman of
the bacteriology department from 1968 to 1971
and again from 1975 to 1978. In 1975, he was
named the Maude and Lillian Presley professor of
microbiology and molecular genetics. He was a
presidential advisor to Richard Nixon, a Fellow of
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences
(1974), the Institute of Medicine and the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science. Amos was awarded the National
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Academy of Sciences' Public Welfare Medal in
1995 and the Harvard Centennial Medal in 2000.
He directed the Minority Medical Faculty
Development Program (MMFDP) of the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation after his retirement
from Harvard. A diversity award at Harvard
Medical School is named after Amos. He inspired
hundreds of minorities to become medical
doctors. Amos's research focused on using cells
in culture to understand how molecules get into
cells and how entry is regulated during cell
starvation or in plentiful conditions. Amos
published over seventy scientific papers. He was
well known as an inviting and welcoming mentor
to both students and junior faculty members. He
spoke fluent French and was a devoted
Francophile. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies and make
it a champion day!

Today, I want you to look at one of the shero's of
all time Harriet Tubman, not
for the Underground
Railroad but during the Civil
War she was a spy for the
Union Army. Her most talked
about success was "The
Combahee River Raid".
Remember - "I was the
conductor of the
Underground Railroad for
eight years, and I can say
what most conductors can't
say; I never ran my train off
the track and I never lost a passenger." - Harriet
Tubman
Today in our History - June 2,1863 One hundred and fifty - five years ago today,
Union forces led by Harriet Tubman and Colonel
James Montgomery engaged in a daring and
wildly successful raid up the Combahee River in
South Carolina.
The Combahee River Raid crippled local
Confederate infrastructure liberated 756
enslaved blacks and earned Tubman welldeserved accolades as the first woman in U.S.
history to plan and lead a military raid.
Tubman and Montgomery had set out the night
before from Beaufort in three U.S. Navy

gunboats. Montgomery commanded a
detachment of soldiers from the 2nd South
Carolina Volunteers, an all-black infantry
regiment, while a company from the 3rd Rhode
Island Heavy Artillery manned the ships’ guns.
Tubman, who had scouted the area and
received widespread credit for planning the raid,
accompanied Montgomery and was widely
seen as jointly leading the operation.
The two Union gunboats which reached the
Combahee on the morning of June 2, 1863
proceeded up the river, landing troops as they
went. One gunboat, the Harriet A. Weed,
anchored near a plantation, while the other, the
John Adams, continued upriver, eventually
destroying a pontoon bridge and shelling
Confederate troops.
The Commonwealth, a Boston newspaper,
reported on July 10 that the expedition’s
successes included “destroying millions of dollars
worth of commissary stores, cotton, and lordly
dwellings, and striking terror into the heart of
rebeldom,” all “without losing a man or receiving
a scratch.” The raid was also intended to remove
mines (“torpedoes”) placed by Confederate
forces along the river, and thanks to Tubman’s
intelligence efforts, this, too, was accomplished.
The raid had one final objective: to confiscate
valuable Confederate property, what Union
forces still tended to refer to as “contraband.”
This goal proved rather simple for Tubman and
Montgomery. As word spread of the operation
moving along the river, slaves began leaving
their work in the fields and rushing to the
riverbanks to board the gunboats, overwhelming
overseers and soldiers trying to stop them.
Tubman described the chaotic scene as follows:
"I nebber see such a sight … we laughed, an’
laughed, an’ laughed. Here you’d see a woman
wid a pail on her head, rice a smokin’ in it jus as
she’d taken it from de fire, young one hangin’ on
behind, one han’ roun’ her forehead to hold on,
‘tother han’ diggin’ into de rice-pot, eatin’ wid all
its might; hold of her dress two or three more;
down her back a bag wid a pig in it. One
woman brought two pigs, a white one, an’ a
black one; we took ’em all on board; named de
white pig Beauregard, an’ de black pig Jeff
Davis. Sometimes de women would come wid
twins hangin’ roun’ der necks; ‘pears like I nebber
see so many twins in my life; bags on der
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shoulders, baskets on der heads, and young ones
taggin’ behin’, all loaded; pigs squealin’,
chickens screamin’, young ones squallin"
In all, Tubman reported that the raid liberated
756 enslaved blacks along the Combahee (or,
perhaps more precisely, gave them the
opportunity to liberate themselves), and that
nearly all of the able-bodied male slaves
promptly joined the Union’s colored regiments.
The raid’s success, and the role of blacks in
leading and conducting it, as well as the
hundreds of slaves who rose up at the first sight of
Union troops, made a deep impact on the Union
public. At the same time, it was frightening and
demoralizing for the Confederate side, all the
more so because of what the raid implied about
what the South’s enslaved population wanted
and was capable of.
In fact, in an effort to minimize the impact on
morale and ideology, the official Confederate
report was forced to lay the blame for the raid
on:
a parcel of negro wretches, calling themselves
soldiers, with a few degraded whites.
The broader significance of the Combahee River
Raid, I think, is that it shattered two persistent
myths which had long impeded the arrival of
emancipation for black Americans. First, the raid
demonstrated very publicly that black troops
were not merely fit as laborers or cannon fodder
but were every bit as capable as their white
brethren at executing complex military
operations under the most challenging
circumstances. Second, the raid’s success in
liberating hundreds of blacks (or, in allowing
them to liberate themselves) electrified the
northern and southern publics and defied the
Confederacy’s insistence on the quiet loyalty of
its enslaved population. The raid showed
convincingly that enslaved blacks were, in fact,
eager for freedom and willing to rise up on a
moment’s notice, if given the opportunity, and to
then join Union forces in droves and fight back.
Together, these two powerful truths helped to
show the necessity and rightness of
emancipation, at a time when the northern
public, in particular, was only beginning to
wrestle with that very issue. Research more about
this great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Today, we examine an orgainization that met
annually every first week in June to discuss the
state of the Negro Race in America. If you never
heard of it - that's alright let's learn now. Enjoy!
Remember - Resistance! Resistance! No opressed
people have ever secured their liberty without
resistance. - Henry Highland Garnet
Today in our History - June 3,1833 - Fourth national
Black convention met in Philadelphia with sixtytwo delegates from eight states. Abraham D.
Shadd of Pennsylvania was elected president.
After more than a decade of organized abolition
among northern free blacks, a group of
prominent free African American men organized
the National Negro Convention Movement. The
convention movement among northern free
blacks symbolized the growth of a black activist
network by the mid-nineteenth century. Between
its first meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in
1831 and its last in Syracuse, New York in 1864,
the conventions charted important shifts in
rhetoric and focus and the development of a
black nationalist political consciousness.
The National Convention met a dozen times
before the Civil War in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and
New York state. The catalyst for the first meeting
in Philadelphia centered upon a proposal by city
leaders to oust Cincinnati’s black population as a
response to conflict that had emerged over job
competition between black and white men. The
Cincinnati Riot of 1829 led black leaders to
organize throughout the Midwest and Northeast
in protest against anti-black violence,
discrimination, and slavery.
The first decade of convention meetings
revealed growing interracial cooperation
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between black and white abolitionists. By the
late 1840s the gatherings were dominated by
frustration and disillusionment among many
black activists with the “moral suasion” approach
of the abolitionist movement which appeared to
have little impact on the slave system in the
South. The passage of the Fugitive Slave Law in
1850 led to the crystallization of black nationalist
consciousness as many African American leaders
began to believe the United States would never
act justly toward black people. As a result, the
Negro conventions at mid-century debated the
merits of voluntary African American emigration
to places like Canada, Liberia, and the
Caribbean versus the solidification of a black
nationalist movement in the United States.
During this period convention delegates
consistently linked the status of free blacks and
slaves in their calls for meetings. In 1855, for
example, organizers of the Philadelphia
convention wrote that “the elevation of the free
man is inseperable (sic) from and lies at the very
threshold of the great work of the slave’s
restoration to freedom.”
The majority of delegates to the conventions
were men, despite the active participation of
free black women in the convention meetings
and in the black abolitionist and nationalist
movement in general. At the Philadelphia
meeting, only two women, Elizabeth Armstrong
and Rachel Cliff, served as official delegates.
The Convention Movement died during the Civil
War as emancipation came to the four million
enslaved people in the South and soon
afterwards the promise of citizenship during
Reconstruction led, prematurely as it turned out,
to the belief that African Americans would fully
participate in the nation's politics. Research more
about early black national organizations and
share with your babies and make it a champion
day!

This is one
of the most
wanted
Individuals
in the USA
back in the
60's and
70'. Enjoy!
Remember
- "Jails and
prisons are
designed
to break
human
beings, to
convert
the
population
into
specimens in a zoo - obedient to our keepers, but
dangerous to each other." - Angela Davis
Today in our History - June 4, 1972 - Angela Davis
acquitted.
Angela Yvonne Davis, a black militant, former
philosophy professor at the University of
California, and self-proclaimed communist, is
acquitted on charges of conspiracy, murder,
and kidnapping by an all-white jury in San Jose,
California.
In October 1970, Davis was arrested in New York
City in connection with a shootout that occurred
on August 7 in a San Raphael, California,
courtroom. She was accused of supplying
weapons to Jonathan Jackson, who burst into
the courtroom in a bid to free inmates on trial
there and take hostages whom he hoped to
exchange for his brother George, a black radical
imprisoned at San Quentin Prison. In the
subsequent shoot-out with police, Jonathan
Jackson was killed along with Superior Court
Judge Harold Haley and two inmates.
Davis, who had championed the cause of black
prisoners and was friends with George Jackson,
was indicted in the crime but went into hiding.
One of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s most
wanted criminals, she was apprehended only
two months later. Her trial began in March 1972
and drew international attention because of the
weakness of the prosecution’s case and obvious
political nature of the proceedings. In June 1972,
she was acquitted of all charges.
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After leaving the criminal justice system, she
returned to teaching and writing and in 1980 was
the vice-presidential candidate of the U.S.
Communist Party. In 1991, she became a
professor in the field of the history of
consciousness at the University of California at
Santa Cruz. Four years later, she was appointed a
presidential chair at the university amid
controversy that stemmed from her communist
and black militant background. Her writings
include Angela Davis: An Autobiography and
Women, Race, and Class. Though no longer a
member of the Communist Party, Davis continues
to be active in politics, most notably speaking
out against the death penalty. Reserch more
about other great Black women in history and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today I travel back to my family and friends in
Central N.J. for they can go visit this place in
Burlington. The story of this great American
Revolutionary fighter. This patriot served with
General George
Washington and
was on the boat
that crossed the
Delaware River
on that cold
Christmas night
to take the City
of Trenton back
from the "Red
Coats" hands.
Enjoy!
Remember - "No
one battle or war
will give all negro's their freedom but if we start
now to show that we are Americans, I know that
day will come." - Oliver Cromwell
Today in our History - June 5, 1783
Oliver Cromwell, soldier in the Revolutionary War,
receives an honorable discharge and the Badge
of Merit from George Washington.
Oliver Cromwell was no ordinary soldier of the
American Revolution. This military hero’s
discharge was signed by General George
Washington “stating that he was entitled to wear
the badges of honor by reason of his honorable
services.”

Cromwell’s story first appeared in a newspaper
interview conducted when he was 100 years old
by a reporter of the Burlington Gazette
(Burlington, New Jersey) in 1905, which was
reprinted by the Trenton Evening Times. As the
newspaper article noted: “though feeble, his lips
trembling at every word, when he spoke of
[General George] Washington his eyes sparkled
with enthusiasm.”
The archive of old newspapers in
GenealogyBank is packed with thousands of
these firsthand accounts of military service in the
Revolutionary War, adding a personal touch to
the facts of many of these early American
military battles.
In that 1905 interview, Cromwell told of his
Revolutionary War service crossing the Delaware
“with his beloved commander…on the
memorable Christmas night [in] 1776.”
The old newspaper article adds that Cromwell:
“took part in the battle of Trenton and helped to
‘knock the British about lively at Princeton.’ He
also fought at the Revolutionary War battles of
Short Hills, Brandywine, Monmouth and
Springfield, where he was severely wounded,
and saw the last man killed at York town.”
A few days after Cromwell’s death, the local
Burlington Gazette published an editorial calling
for the erection of a monument in honor of the
Revolutionary War hero.
“And thus, one by one, the men who purchased
with their blood the liberty we now enjoy, are
going off the stage…We suggest whether it
would not be proper to erect some suitable
monument over his grave…it will be pleasant to
know that the people of Burlington felt sufficient
interest in him, to mark the spot where his ashes
are buried.”
The reprint in the Trenton Evening Times notes:
“Unfortunately no such monument was ever
erected and there is nothing to indicate the last
resting place of Oliver Cromwell.”
Oliver Cromwell lived in a different time and
place, and life was more difficult than it would
have been for him now. He was African
American, one of the many that served in the
American Revolution. Though honored by
General Washington, his pension was revoked by
a local pension agent. “Tears fell from his eyes
when he told of his discharge being taken from
him by the pension agent.”
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In 1984, a plaque was placed on the property
where his home once stood. His grave has been
located in the cemetery at Broad Street
Methodist Church in Burlington, New Jersey. The
local historical society was named in his honor in
1983.
Oliver Cromwell (1752-1853), one of “the men
who purchased with their blood the liberty we
now enjoy,” was “respected by our citizens” then
and remembered to this day. Research more
about the blacks who fought in the American
Revolution and share wit your babies. Make it a
champion day!

I have not
forgotten
about "The
greatest
generation"
and how
they gave
their lives on
this day in
Normandy,
France. Our
generation
still delt with
a war in our
streets from
wanting to
be free to
get an
education
and vote. This story below - We should never
Forget!
Remember - " If I can't walk in America, down her
streets from stste to state something is wrong with
this we call America" - James Meredith
Today in our History - June 6, 1966 One sweltering morning in June 1966, James
Meredith set out from Memphis with an African
walking stick in one hand, a Bible in the other
and a singular mission in mind. The 32-year-old Air
Force veteran and Columbia University law
student planned to march 220 miles to the
Mississippi state capital of Jackson, to prove that
a black man could walk free in the South. The
Voting Rights Act had been passed only the year
before, and his goal was to inspire African
Americans to register and go to the polls. “I was

at war against fear,” he recalls. “I was fighting for
full citizenship for me and my kind.”
It wasn’t the first time Meredith had charged into
hostile territory all but alone. Four years earlier,
he’d become the first black person to enroll at
the University of Mississippi, in Oxford, despite
vehement protests from Gov. Ross Barnett and
campus riots that left 2 people dead and more
than 160 wounded, including dozens of federal
marshals. When Meredith graduated from Ole
Miss in 1963, he wore a segregationist’s “Never”
button upside down on his black gown.
On the second day of his self-described “walk
against fear,” a handful of reporters,
photographers and law enforcement officials
awaited his arrival in the late afternoon heat
near Hernando, Mississippi. Jack Thornell, a 26year-old cub photographer for the Associated
Press in New Orleans, was sitting in a parked car
along with a colleague from arch-rival United
Press International, waiting for a Life
photographer to bring them Cokes, when
Meredith and a few followers came into view.
All of a sudden, a man started shouting, “I just
want James Meredith!” Shotgun blasts rang out
across the highway, striking Meredith in the head,
neck, back and legs. Thornell jumped out of the
vehicle and started clicking away, taking two
rolls of pictures with his pair of cameras. He then
drove back to Memphis in a panic, convinced
he would be fired for failing to photograph both
the assailant and the victim. Meanwhile, minutes
passed before an ambulance reached Meredith,
who lay in the road alone. “Isn’t anyone going to
help me?” he remembers shouting.
Of the many photographs that Thornell made of
the incident, one shows the fallen man on dusty
Highway 51 screaming in agony. It was published
in newspapers and magazines nationwide and
went on to win a Pulitzer Prize. The image
suggests the very pain and frustration of being
black in the Deep South of the 1960s. “When
people saw scenes like this in newspapers and on
TV—when they saw what was actually
happening down South—they couldn’t believe
it,” says Thornell, who is 65 and retired and lives in
Metairie, Louisiana. He says his one lasting regret
about that day four decades ago is that he
didn’t put his camera down to help the
wounded Meredith.
As it happens, Thornell took one picture of the
incident in which the gunman can be seen. But it
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wasn’t needed for evidence. An unemployed
hardware clerk from Memphis named Aubrey
James Norvell was apprehended at the scene of
the shooting and pleaded guilty before the case
went to trial. He served 18 months of a five-year
prison sentence, then all but dropped out of
sight. Now 79, Norvell lives in Memphis. He
declined to discuss the past.
After Meredith was shot, civil rights leaders
gathered in his hospital room, among them
Martin Luther King Jr., Stokely Carmichael and
Floyd McKissick. The civil rights movement had
lately been strained by internal dissent, with
leaders such as King calling for nonviolence and
integration and others such as Carmichael
promoting a more radical black power stance.
But for now, the leaders put aside their
differences to carry on Meredith’s pilgrimage.
While Meredith recuperated from his wounds,
scores of people gathered in Hernando to
resume what was now called the “Meredith
March.” Led by King, Carmichael and McKissick,
the marchers walked for nearly three weeks,
helping to register thousands of African American
voters along the way. Meredith himself rejoined
the pilgrimage on June 26, its final day, as some
12,000 triumphant protesters entered Jackson
surrounded by cheering crowds. Looking back,
he says he was inspired by people on both sides
of the color divide. “You can’t forget that whites
in the South were as unfree as any black,” he
explains. “White supremacy was official and
legal—it was enforced by judges and the law
people—and a white that failed to acknowledge
and carry out the mandate of white supremacy
was as subject to persecution as any black.”
Meredith would graduate from Columbia law
school, run (unsuccessfully) for Congress in New
York and Mississippi, and work as a stockbroker,
professor and writer. Then, in the late 1980s, the
former civil rights icon shocked many admirers
when he joined the staff of the ultraconservative
North Carolina senator Jesse Helms and
endorsed former Ku Klux Klan leader David
Duke’s campaign to become governor of
Louisiana. Meredith, still fiery at 71, defends those
choices, saying he was “monitoring the enemy.”
Married with five children and five grandchildren,
Meredith lives in Jackson and still occasionally
addresses groups on civil rights issues.
“He helped make significant strides in the overall
struggle for civil and human rights, and none of

that is diminished by what happened later,” says
Horace Huntley, director of the Oral History
Project at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, in
Alabama. “Those accomplishments are etched
in stone.”

Today in our History - Most
people who have to cut
their lawns are grateful in
many ways but during the
turn of the Century
many looked unfavorably
towards him because
someone else they
thought should have got
the Idea first.As we know
this America who makes
your weekends go faster
was the person who put in
the patent first. Let's read
about the Inventor. Enjoy!
REMEMBER - I have always said that American
who are blessed with morden eqiotment will
always beat the one who doesn't. - John Albert
Burr
Today in our History -June 7, 1905 - Do you know
which company was the first to hold a meeting
with John Albert Burr?. Briggs & Straton Company
- Wisconsin.
If you have a manual push mower today, it likely
uses design elements from 19th Century black
American inventor John Albert Burr's patented
rotary blade lawn mower.
On May 9, 1899, John Albert Burr patented an
improved rotary blade lawn mower. Burr
designed a lawn mower with traction wheels and
a rotary blade that was designed to not easily
get plugged up from lawn clippings. John Albert
Burr also improved the design of lawn mowers by
making it possible to mow closer to building and
wall edges.
You can view U.S. patent 624,749 issued to John
Albert Burr.
John Burr was born in Maryland in 1848, at a time
when he would have been a teenager during
the Civil War. His parents were slaves who were
later freed, and he may also have been a slave
until age 17. He didn't escape from manual

labor, as he worked as a field hand during his
teenage years.
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But his talent was recognized and wealthy black
activists ensured he was able to attend
engineering classes at a private university. He put
his mechanical skills to work making a living
repairing and servicing farm equipment and
other machines. He moved to Chicago and also
worked as a steelworker. When he filed his patent
for the rotary mower in 1898, he was living in
Agawam, Massachusetts.
"The object of my invention is to provide a casing
which wholly encloses the operating gearing so
as to prevent it from becoming choked by the
grass or clogged by obstructions of any kind,"
reads the patent application.
His rotary lawn mower design helped reduce the
irritating clogs of clippings that are the bane of
manual mowers. It was also more maneuverable
and could be used for closer clipping around
objects such as posts and buildings. Looking at
his patent diagram, you will see a design that is
very familiar for manual rotary mowers today.
Powered mowers for home use were still decades
away. As lawns become smaller in many newer
neighborhoods, many people are returning to
manual rotary mowers like Burr's design.
Burr continued to patent improvements to his
design. He also designed devices for mulching
clippings, sifting, and dispersing them. Today's
mulching power mowers may be part of his
legacy, returning nutrients to the turf rather than
bagging them for compost or disposal. In this
way, his inventions helped save labor and were
also good for the grass. He held over 30 U.S.
patents for lawn care and agricultural inventions.
Burr enjoyed the fruits of his success. Unlike many
inventors who never see their designs
commercialized, or soon lose any benefits, he
got royalties for his creations. He enjoyed
traveling and lecturing. He lived a long life and
died in 1926 of influenza at age 78.
Next time you mow the lawn, acknowledge the
inventor who made the task a little easier. Read
more of the great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Lawnside, NJ
was developed
and
incorporated as
the first
independent,
self-governing
black
municipality
north of the
Mason-Dixon
Line in 1840.
Many of my
family still live in
and all around
the surrounding
towns of
Lawanside and
living in Trenton it
was a treat to
visit family because we spent days in that
community and I have met many of the best
during that time. So think of the stars in every field
coming to this community because it was safe
from white oppression during the 40's, 50's and
60's. I saw, met, talked to and learned from many
who were passing through on the way to
Philadelphia, Atlantic City,New York City and
right in our backyard of Cherry Hill, NJ where the
famed Latin Casino was a show place . My
brother and I played catch with Mr. Paige in the
summer of '63 and I will never forget his words of
knowledge that helped me in my future basball
career in Jr. HS, HS, College and the Minor
Leagues. There is so much to his story that I can't
tell it all but enjoy some of the hilights.
Remember - "They said I was the greatest pitcher
they ever saw…I couldn’t understand why they
couldn’t give me no justice." - Leroy Robert Paige
Today in our History - Leroy Robert Paige better
known as (better known as Satchel Paige) was
born. July 7, 1906 - June 8,1982.
The mere idea that his birthday is an estimate
provides perfect evidence to the mystery that
was Satchel Paige. In 1965, 60 years after Paige's
supposed birthday, he took the mound for the
last time, throwing three shutout innings for the
Kansas City Athletics.
His pitching was amazing and his showboating
was legendary. His career highlights span five
decades. Pronounced the greatest pitcher in the
history of the Negro Leagues, Paige compiled
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such feats as 64 consecutive scoreless innings, a
stretch of 21 straight wins, and a 31-4 record in
1933. For 22 years, Paige mauled the competition
in front of sellout crowds. Sure, he liked the
attention, but to him, there was only one goal.
That goal would be to pitch in the Major
Leagues.
In 1948, Paige's dream came true. The Cleveland
Indians were in need of extra pitching for the
pennant race. Legendary Bill Veeck tested
Paige's accuracy before offering him a bigleague contract. As the story is told, Veeck
placed a cigarette on the ground to be used as
a home plate. Paige took aim at his virtually
nonexistent target. He fired five fastballs, all but
one sailing directly over the cigarette. Veeck was
indeed pleased, and Paige helped the Indians
win the pennant.
In addition to Cleveland, Paige played for St.
Louis and Kansas City. When his Major League
career was completed, he compiled a modest
28-31 record with a 3.29 ERA. He also served as
coach for the Atlanta Braves in 1968. What made
Paige so memorable was his longevity in the
game. The main reason his age was so difficult to
track was his seemingly endless success. He rarely
answered questions about his age, and when he
did, he replied with something like: "Age is a
question of mind over matter. If you don't mind, it
doesn't matter."
In 1971, Leroy "Satchel" Paige was given the
ultimate honor, he was elected to join the very
best in baseball history in the Hall of Fame.
Legendary Boston Red Sox slugger Ted Williams
claimed, “Paige was the greatest pitcher in
baseball.” Famed New York Yankee Joe
DiMaggio said Satchel Paige was the “best and
fastest pitcher I’ve ever faced.” Celebrated St.
Louis Cardinal pitcher Dizzy Dean remarked,
“He’s a better pitcher than I ever hope to be.”
Homestead Grays first baseman and Hall of
Famer Buck Leonard declared, “He threw fire.”
Paige’s showmanship, athleticism, and
personality attracted both white and black
audiences. He proved that black athletes could
compete with and beat their white counterparts,
helping pave the way for fellow African
Americans to join Major League Baseball.
Research more about this great American hero
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Black Music
Month was
initiated by
President Jimmy
Carter who, on
June 7, 1979,
decreed that
June would be
the month of
black music. So
today, I will tell
you the story of
the first black
man to be
recorded in
America. I know
that some of you never knew this. Make it a
champion day!
Remember - In his 2016 proclamation, President
Obama noted that African American music and
musicians have helped the country "to dance, to
express our faith through song, to march against
injustice, and to defend our country's enduring
promise of freedom and opportunity for all."
Today in our History - June 9, 1891 - George
Washington Johnson, sings for Thomas A. Edison
in his West Orange, N.J. laboratory.
Johnson was born in Virginia, either in Fluvanna
County or near Wheatland in Loudoun County.
His father may have been a slave; if so, he was
likely freed in 1853. From an early age, Johnson
was raised near Wheatland as the companion
and servant of a prosperous white farmer's son.
During his time with this family, he developed his
musical ability and even learned to read and
write, which was unusual for a black child in
Virginia before the American Civil War. Johnson
later worked as a laborer, and in his late twenties
he moved to New York City. By the late 1870s he
was making his living as a street entertainer in
New York, specializing in whistling popular tunes.
Some time between January and May 1890,
Johnson was recruited by two different regional
phonograph distributors who were looking for
recording artists for their coin-operated
machines. Charles Marshall of the New York
Phonograph Company and Victor Emerson of
the New Jersey Phonograph Company both
heard Johnson performing in Manhattan,
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probably at the ferry terminals on the Hudson
River. Both of them invited Johnson to record his
loud raggy whistling on wax phonograph
cylinders for a fee of twenty cents per twominute performance. Although Johnson could
whistle all the tunes of the day, one of his first
recordings for both companies was a popular
vaudeville novelty song called "The Whistling
Coon". Johnson sang as well as whistled, and
also was able to give a boisterous laugh in
musical pitch. From this he developed the
second performance that made him famous,
"The Laughing Song". Although he recorded
other material, including whistling the song "Listen
to the Mockingbird" and some short minstrel show
performances done with other performers, it was
these two songs that Johnson would perform and
record over and over for years.
In the earliest days of the recording industry,
every record was a "master". A singer with a
strong voice could make three or four usable
recordings at once, with as many machines
running simultaneously with their recording horns
pointed towards the singer's mouth. Johnson
would sometimes sing the same song over and
over again in the recording studio fifty or more
times a day.
By 1895, Johnson's two tunes "The Whistling Coon"
and "The Laughing Song" were the best-selling
recordings in the United States. The total sales of
his wax cylinders between 1890 and 1895 have
been estimated at 25,000 to 50,000, each one
recorded individually by Johnson. Remarkably,
the New Jersey record company marketed
Johnson as a black man, during an era when
much of American life was strongly segregated
by race. "The Whistling Coon" was characterized
by a light-hearted tune and lyrics which would
be unacceptable today, in which a Black man is
compared to a baboon.
Johnson continued recording for the New York
and New Jersey companies, and in 1891 also
started recording for their parent company, the
North American Phonograph Company. On June
9, 1891, Johnson traveled to sing for a few
recording sessions held at Thomas Edison's
laboratory in West Orange, New Jersey. Johnson
also made appearances on Vaudeville. His
repertory on stage was pretty much limited to his
two famous songs, but this was sufficient to get
him bookings on bills.
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In 1894, Johnson began recording with Len
Spencer, a Vaudeville star of the era, and the
two would remain friends until the end of
Johnson's life. In 1895, Johnson made his first
recordings on the new disc technology for
Berliner Gramophone. In addition to Berliner,
Johnson recorded for Edison Records, Columbia,
the Victor Talking Machine Company, the
Chicago Talking Machine Company, Bettini and
numerous other small cylinder and disc
companies through the 1890s and up to 1909 or
1910.
In 1897, Johnson recorded two new songs, "The
Laughing Coon" and "The Whistling Girl". They
remained in the Edison and Columbia catalogs
for years, although neither was as popular as his
two original tunes.By 1905, Johnson's popularity
had declined. New recording technology
enabled the pressing of thousands of duplicate
records from a single master, and Johnson was
no longer needed to record each copy
individually. His friend Len Spencer, now a
successful artist and booking agent, hired
Johnson as an office doorman. Johnson worked
for Spencer and lived in his office building for
several years, then moved back to Harlem. In
1914, at the age of 67, George W. Johnson died
from pneumonia and myocarditis. He was buried
in an unmarked grave in Maple Grove Cemetery
in Kew Gardens, Queens, New York. Research
more about the early black singers who were
recorded in America and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

During Black Music Month, there is a lot of good
posts by people that look at artists on a daily and
weekly basis. So let us look at the more famous
record companies that put their sounds on wax.
Over the rest of the weekends in June I will
remind you of many that started in the late 50's
through the 70's, starting with the sound of the
South. Enjoy!
Remember - Barry Gordy and Motown want to
create "The Sound for Young America", I will stick
with the rest of America. - Estelle Axton
Today in our History - June 10, 1957
Stax Records is an American record label,
originally based in Memphis, Tennessee. Founded
in 1957 as Satellite Records, the label changed its
name to Stax Records in 1961. It was a major
factor in the creation of Southern soul and
Memphis soul music. Stax also released gospel,
funk, jazz, and blues recordings. Renowned for its
output of blues music, the label was founded by
two siblings and business partners, Jim Stewart
and his sister Estelle Axton (STewart/AXton = Stax).
It featured several popular ethnically integrated
bands (including the label's house band, Booker
T. & the M.G.'s) and a racially integrated team of
staff and artists unprecedented in that time of
racial strife and tension in Memphis and the
South.
Following the death of Stax's biggest star, Otis
Redding, in 1967, and the severance of the
label's distribution deal with Atlantic Records in
1968, Stax continued primarily under the
supervision of a new co-owner, Al Bell.Over the
next five years, Bell expanded the label's
operations significantly, in order to compete with
Stax's main rival, Motown Records in Detroit.

During the mid-1970s, a number of factors,
including a problematic distribution deal with
CBS Records, caused the label to slide into
insolvency, resulting in its forced closure in late
1975.
In 1977, Fantasy Records acquired the post-1968
Stax catalogue and selected pre-1968
recordings. Beginning in 1978, Stax (now owned
by Fantasy) began signing new acts and issuing
new material, as well as reissuing previously
recorded Stax material. However, by the early
1980s, no new material was being issued on the
label, and for the next two decades, Stax was
strictly a reissue label.
After Concord Records acquired Fantasy in 2004,
the Stax label was reactivated, and is today used
to issue both the 1968–1975 catalog material and
new recordings by current R&B and soul
performers. Atlantic Records continues to hold
the rights to the vast majority of the 1959–1968
Stax material.
Research more about African - American music
companies and share to your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today I will take you back to when education
was a must. Now in your mind just remember that
George Wallace Stood in a Doorway at the
University of Alabama 55 Years Ago Today.
Remember - "Segregation now, segregation
tomorrow, segregation forever." - Governor
George Wallace (D)
Today in our History - June 11, 1963 - George
Wallace Stood in a Doorway at the University of
Alabama 55 Years Ago Today
IN JANUARY OF 1963, following his election as
Governor of Alabama, George Wallace famously
stated in his inaugural address: "segregation now,
segregation tomorrow, segregation forever."

186
The staunch conservative demonstrated his
loyalty to the cause on June 11, 1963, when
black students Vivian Malone and James A.
Hood showed up at the University of Alabama
campus in Tuscaloosa to attend class. In what
historians often refer to as the "Stand in the
Schoolhouse Door," the governor literally stood in
the doorway as federal authorities tried to allow
the students to enter.
When Wallace refused to budge, President John
F. Kennedy called for 100 troops from the
Alabama National Guard to assist federal
officials. Wallace chose to step down rather than
incite violence.
The summer of 1963 was a tense time in this
nation's history. The day after Wallace's standoff,
civil rights leader Medgar Evers was assassinated
in Jackson, Miss. Violence also struck in
Cambridge, Md., and Danville, Va., that June.
Kennedy spoke to a national audience hours
after the Alabama showdown, outlining his plans
for federal legislation to make way for further
integration.
The landmark speech angered conservative
Americans. Representative Charles C. Diggs, Jr. a
Democrat from Michigan who would go on to
serve as the first chair of the Congressional Black
Caucus, said: "If the Negroes don't get their
demands, they will turn to other leadership that
will produce an even greater crisis than this one."
Sure enough, crisis after crisis plagued America
over the next few years, culminating in 1968 with
the assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Robert Kennedy, as well as mass rioting at the
1968 Democratic Convention in Chicago
(although that had more to do with the Vietnam
War than racial injustice).
Today, 55 years removed from Wallace's protest,
the University of Alabama's student body is 13
percent African American, which is only slightly
lower than the national average of 14 percent of
college students but is equal to the overall
percentage of black people in the United States.
Race violence, however, erupted at other places
in the nation. In the same week: A Negro leader
was shot in the back and mortally wounded at
Jackson, Miss. Race riots broke out at Danville,
Va., and Cambridge, Md.
President Kennedy, on June 11, went on radio
and television appealing to the nation to give
Negroes equal rights. He called for new federal

laws to deal with race problems. In Congress, a
bitter battle began over the President's legislative
proposals.
On June 14. mass demonstrations spread to the
nation's capital. Several thousand Negroes—and
several hundred white sympathizers—massed at
the White House, then marched quietly through
midtown Washington with signs protesting racial
discrimination—both local and national.
The march ended at the Justice Department,
where Attorney General Robert Kennedy
congratulated the marchers on their peaceful
demonstration and assured them the Federal
Government is trying to speed integration and
improve Negro job opportunities. Research more
about unrest on our American and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today I will
examine one of
the great
American
History Stories.
The story you
are about to
read is part my
own DNA.
Although on
my Father's side
of the family
many people
say that is part
of my family
tree. Amanda
American
Dickerson
Toomer had a
lot challanges
in her life. Enjoy!
Remember - I had to go to all of the courts, just to
keep the money my Father left me. - Amanda
America Dickson
Today in our History - June 12 or 13,1893 Amanda America Dickson: Mixed Experience
History Month. Amanda America Dickson Toomer
dies (1849 - 1893).
Heiress and socialite, Amanda America Dickson
Toomer was, in her time, the wealthiest African
American woman in Georgia, and one of the
wealthiest women in the United States.
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Born November 20, 1849, on the Dickson
Plantation, near Sparta, Georgia (Hancock
County), Amanda America was the product of
her 12-year-old mother, an enslaved house
servant, Julia Francis Lewis, and 40-year-old
David Dickson, a well-known agricultural reformer
of that era and one of the wealthiest planters in
the area. In her youth, Amanda was taken into
the Dickson family home and raised by her
paternal grandmother where she was taught to
read, write, and play the piano. According to
Dickson family tradition, David Dickson eventually
doted on his only daughter.
In 1866, 17-year-old Amanda married her white
first cousin, Charles Eubanks, a recently returned
Confederate Army veteran and together they
had two children, Julian Henry and Charles
Green. It was an unhappy marriage, and in 1870,
Amanda left her husband, and returned to the
Dickson Plantation, where she was legally given
the surname of Dickson for herself and her sons.
Eubanks died two years later.
Dickson left home briefly again between the
years of 1876 and 1878, to attend the Normal
School of Atlanta University. When her father
David Dickson died in 1885, and his will was read,
it was revealed that he left all of his property,
over 15,000 acres of land in Hancock and
Washington Counties as well as his personal
possessions, and money, together estimated at
slightly over $300,000, to his daughter Amanda
Dickson and her two sons. Although the will
specifically warned Dickson family members not
to contest his wishes, 79 relatives filed a lawsuit to
prevent Amanda Dickson from inheriting the
property.
The Superior Court of Hancock County upheld
her claim and the family appealed to the
Georgia Supreme Court. That court ruled in 1887
that Amanda Dickson was legally entitled to the
inheritance under the Fourteenth Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, which states that property
rights are equal for blacks and whites, including
the offspring of black and white citizens.
On July 15, 1886, before the Georgia Supreme
Court ruling, pressure from other family members
forced Dickson to leave the family plantation
where she had spent most of her life. She moved
to Augusta, Georgia before the town mandated
residential segregation by race and purchased a
large brick home at 484 Telfair Street, in the most
prominent neighborhood in the city.

On July 14, 1892, Amanda married Nathan
Toomer of Perry, Georgia. Born in 1839 in
Chatham County, North Carolina, Toomer had
been the slave of Richard Pilkinson of Chatham
County, North Carolina but was later sold to John
Toomer of Houston County, Georgia. When John
Toomer died, he became the property of
Colonel Henry Toomer, John’s brother.
Amanda and Nathan were married about a year
when Amanda America Dickson Toomer died on
June 11or 12 1893, in Augusta from neurasthenia,
or nervous exhaustion, considered to be caused
by an unbearably hot train ride home from a
month's stay in Baltimore, Maryland for her
health.
She was only 43 years old. Amanda America
Dickson Toomer was buried in her wedding dress,
in a metallic coffin, which was lined in rose
colored plush fabric. The funeral was held at
Trinity Colored Methodist Church, and she is
buried in Cedar Grove Cemetery, Richmond
County, Georgia. Nathan Toomer later married
Nina Pinchback. The couple had one son, the
prominent Harlem (New York) Renaissance
author Jean Toomer.
Dickson's biography titled Woman of Color,
Daughter of Privilege: Amanda America Dickson
1849-1893, Dickson defined herself as a "no
nation" among both her black relatives and
white relatives. When her father died in 1885, he
left the bulk of his estate to Dickson (estimated at
more than $300,000 plus land). White relatives
contested the will, but ultimately lost their lawsuit
in the Georgia Supreme Court which ruled: the
"rights of each race were controlled and
governed by the same enactment on principles
of the law." In 1892, Dickson married Nathan
Toomer, a wealthy man of color, who fathered
Harlem Renaissance writer Jean Toomer later in
life (with Nina Pinchback). The movie A House
Divided, starring Jennifer Beals, is based on
Dickson's life.
Research more about great woman of American
History and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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Black Music
Month is almost
over and you
have listened
to and viewed
some of the
great individual
artists of our
time. When I
was getting my
first Master’s in
Wisconsin,
Radio &
Television
Broadcasting,
my teacher would always single me out since I
was working on one of the biggest radio stations
in the mid-west and he asked me if I knew about
“The Last Slave” and played :30 seconds of "The
Battle of Manassas". Embarrassed, I listened to
Tom Wiggins, George Washington Johnson, Scott
Joplin and W.C. Handy. Today let’s gain
knowledge of “The Last Slave”, Enjoy!
Remember - Ray Charles attended school at the
Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind in St.
Augustine from 1937 to 1945 and his musical
teacher Mrs. Lawrence would play some old
beautiful songs by “The Last Slave” and always
told me that I could be just as good as “Blind Tom
Wiggins”, I set out to be better – Ray Charles
Today in our History - June 13, 1908 - THE LAST
SLAVE DIES
Thomas Greene Wiggins was born May 25, 1849
to Mungo and Charity Wiggins, slaves on a
Georgia plantation. He was blind and autistic but
a musical genius with a phenomenal memory. In
1850 Tom, his parents, and two brothers were sold
to James Neil Bethune, a lawyer and newspaper
editor in Columbus, Georgia. Young Tom was
fascinated by music and other sounds and could
pick out tunes on the piano by the age of four.
He made his concert debut at eight, performing
in Atlanta.
In 1858 Tom was hired out as a slave-musician, at
a price of $15,000. In 1859, at the age of 10, he
became the first African American performer to
play at the White House when he gave a
concert before President James Buchanan. His
piano pieces “Oliver Galop” and “Virginia”
Polka” were published in 1860. During the Civil
War he was back with his owner, raising funds for
Confederate relief. By 1863 he played his own

composition, “Battle of Manassas.”. This
continued guardianship of Blind Tom by the
Bethune family following emancipation caused
some to refer to Wiggins as "the last slave."
By 1865, 16-year-old Tom Wiggins, now
“indentured” to James Bethune, could play
difficult works of Bach, Chopin, Liszt, Beethoven,
and Thalberg. He also played pieces after one
hearing, and memorized poems and text in
foreign languages. Advertising claimed Tom was
untaught, but in fact he was tutored by a
Professor of Music who traveled with him.
James Neil Bethune took Tom Wiggins to Europe
where he collected testimonials from music critics
Ignaz Moscheles and Charles Halle, which were
printed in a booklet “The Marvelous Musical
Prodigy Blind Tom.” With these and other
endorsements, Blind Tom Wiggins became an
internationally recognized performer. By 1868
Tom and the Bethune family lived on a Virginia
farm in the summer, while touring the United
States and Canada the rest of the year,
averaging $50,000 annually in concert revenue.
James Bethune eventually lost custody of Tom to
his late son's ex-wife, Eliza Bethune. Charity
Wiggins, Tom's mother, was a party to the suit,
but she did not win control of her son or his
income.
Blind Tom Wiggins gave his last performance in
1905. He died three years later on June 13, 1908
at the age of 59 at his manager’s home in
Hoboken, New Jersey. Blind Tom's story became
the subject of great interest around the turn of
the twenty-first century. Articles about him have
appeared in such periodicals as the New Yorker
and the Oxford American, and in 1999 pianist
John Davis made a new recording of fourteen of
Blind Tom's original pieces. In 2002 the 7 Stages
Theatre in Atlanta produced a play based on
Wiggins's life entitled Hush: Composing Blind Tom
Wiggins. Columbus State University holds a small
collection of Blind Tom's original sheet music.
Research more about this great American artist
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!
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Today as we
are honoring
Black Music
Month, I
have been
with people
who would
say that
Nate King
Cole was
the first
black to
have a T.V.
show in the
1950"s and I
would have
to educate
them. Let's
take a better look, Enjoy!
Remember - "One day, I pray that there will be
more negros who will be on the small screen to
tell are stories. - Ethel Waters (Thank God she did
live long enough to see her prayer come true)
Today in our History - June 14,1977 - Ethel Waters
Dies
Ethel Waters, one of the most influential jazz and
blues singers of her time, popularised many song
classics including "Stormy Weather". Waters was
also the first African American woman to be
given equal billing with white stars in Broadway
shows, and to play leading roles in Hollywood
films. Once she had established herself as one of
America's highest paid entertainers she
demanded, and won, dramatic roles.
Single-handedly Waters shattered the myth that
African American women could perform only as
singers. In the early 1950s, for example, she
played a leading role in the stage and screen
versions of Carson McCullers' The Member of the
Wedding. Ethel played a Southern mammy, but
demonstrated with a complex and moving
performance that it was possible to destroy the
one-dimensional Aunt Jemima image of African
American women in American theater and
cinema.
In a career that spanned almost sixty years, there
were few openings for an African-American
woman of her class, talent and ability. She
appeared on television as early as 1939 when
she made two experimental programmes for
NBC: The Ethel Waters Show and Mamba's
Daughters.

The Ethel Waters Show was a one-hour American
television variety special that ran in the earliest
days of NBC, on June 14,1939, and was hosted
by actress and singer Ethel Waters. Waters was
the first black performer, male or female, to have
her own TV show and may very well have been
the first black person to appear on television. The
special was transmitted from the NBC Studios in
New York over W2XBS.
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Graham's rallies. She died in 1977 at the age of
80. Resarch more about this great American
shero and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

The special included Waters performing a
dramatic sequence from her most recent
Broadway play Mamba's Daughters, along with
two actresses from the production, Georgette
Harvey and Fredi Washington. The cast also
included Joey Faye and Philip Loeb, performing
skits.
But it was her regular role as the devoted,
cheerful maid in ABC's popular situation comedy
Beulah (1950-52) that established her as one of
the first African American stars of the small
screen.
Waters' dramatic roles on television were also
stereotyped. Throughout the 1950s she made
appearances in such series as Favorite
Playhouse, Climax, General Electric Theater,
Playwrights '56 and Matinee Theater. Without
exception, Waters was typecast as a faithful
mammy or suffering mother. In 1961 she gave a
memorable performance in a Route 66 episode,
"Good Night, Sweet Blues," as a dying blues
singer whose last wish is to be reunited with her
old jazz band. Consequently, Ethel became the
first black actress nominated for an Emmy award.
She later appeared in The Great Adventure ("Go
Down Moses"), with Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee in
1963; Daniel Boone ("Mamma Cooper") in 1970;
and Owen Marshall, Counselor at Law ("Run,
Carol, Run") in 1972.
But, says African-American film and television
historian
Donald Bogle in Blacks in American Films and
Television (1988): "Waters' later TV appearances
lack the vitality of her great performances (she
has little to work with in these programs and must
rely on her inner resources and sense of self to
get by), but they are part of her evolving image:
now she's the weathered, ailing, grand old
woman of film, whose talents are greater than
the projects with which she's involved."
In the late 1950s ill-health forced Waters into
semi- retirement. A deeply religious woman, most
of her public appearances were restricted to Billy

Today in our History, we look back on the Civil
War or War between the States or here in the
South it was called "The War of Northern
Agression". The Colored Troops were getting paid
1/2 of the white soulders were getting paid until
this day. Let's read how our Congress will correct
that mistake. Enjoy!
Remember - " A negro soulder can take a bullit
just as good as a white soulder but for half pay.
Rip it up or will you take slave wages?" - Fredrick
Douglass
Today in our History - June 15, 1864
Law Equalizing the Pay of Black Soldiers
CHAP. CXXIV.–An Act making Appropriations for
the Support of the Army for the Year ending the
thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and sixty-five,
and for other Purposes.
....
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all persons
of color who have been or may be mustered into
the military service of the United States shall
receive the same uniform, clothing, arms,
equipments, camp equipage, rations, medical
and hospital attendance, pay and emoluments,
other than bounty, as other soldiers of the regular
or volunteer forces of the United States of like
arm of the service, from and after the first day of
January, eighteen hundred and sixty-four; and
that every person of color who shall hereafter be
mustered into the service shall receive such sums

in bounty as the President shall order in the
different states and parts of the United States, not
exceeding one hundred dollars.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That all persons
enlisted and mustered into service as volunteers
under the call, dated October seventeen,
eighteen hundred and sixty-three, for three
hundred thousand volunteers, who were at the
time of enlistment actually enrolled and subject
to draft in the state in which they volunteered,
shall receive from the United States the same
amount of bounty without regard to color.
SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That all persons
of color who were free on the nineteenth day of
April, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and who
have been enlisted and mustered into the
military service of the United States, shall, from
the time of their enlistment, be entitled to receive
the pay, bounty, and clothing allowed to such
persons by the laws existing at the time of their
enlistment. And the Attorney-General of the
United States is hereby authorized to determine
any question of law arising under this provision.
And if the Attorney-General aforesaid shall
determine that any of such enlisted persons are
entitled to receive any pay, bounty, or clothing,
in addition to what they have already received,
the Secretary of War shall make all necessary
regulations to enable the pay department to
make payment in accordance with such
determination.
SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That all
enlistments hereafter made in the regular army of
the United States, during the continuance of the
present rebellion, may be for the term of three
years.
APPROVED, June 15, 1864.
Research more on why The United States
Congress passed this Act for the brave black
troops and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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I will never
forget the
demanding
Coach
Lawrence
Dunn who
coached me
at Junior One
where we
never lost a
track meet in
ten years
and the
great Alfonso
Jennings who
had just
graduated from Maryland - Eastern Shore and
was Asst. Track Coach at TCHS. He would go on
to create a N.J. and National Dynasty in the High
School ranks and creator of The Trenton Track
Club (TTC) where he is still coaching and three
weeks ago he had one of his female runners
compete in Atlanta, GA. for a tune up race
before the USA Nationals. He is also in the Penn
Relays Hall of Fame. I ran the 400 yrds, 800 yrds
and 4x400 yrd. Relay and Long Jumped. Thanks
to you both. Today let's read about a Track
Great. Enjoy!
Remember - "I really don't see the hurdels. I
sence them like a memory." - Edwin Moses
Today in our History - June 16, 1984
Edwin Moses wins his 100th consecutive 400meter hurdles race!
Being an Olympic-level competitor is a testament
itself to an athlete’s dedication and endurance,
but winning medals consistently for ten years is a
feat few can claim. On June 4, 1987 Edwin Moses
ended his 10-year winning streak in the 400-meter
hurdles.
From August 1977 to May 1987, Moses won 122
consecutive races in that event. During a meet in
Madrid, Spain, fellow American Danny Harris,
who had finished second in the 400-meter
hurdles in the 1984 Olympics, beat Moses by .13
seconds to end the winning streak.
Before then, Moses, the world record-holder with
a time of 47.02 seconds, hadn’t lost since Aug.
26, 1977, when he was beaten in West Berlin by
West Germany’s Harald Schmid. Moses was a 20year-old student at Morehouse College at the
time.

Born in Dayton, Ohio, Moses ended up in Atlanta
on an academic scholarship to Morehouse
College where he majored in physics and
industrial engineering while competing for the
school track team. Morehouse didn’t have its
own track, so he used public high school facilities
around the city to train.
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American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Initially, Moses competed mostly in the 120-yard
hurdles and 440-yard dash. Before March 1976,
he ran only one 400-meter hurdles race. Once he
turned his focus to the event he made
remarkable progress.
His trademark technique was to take a consistent
13 steps between each of the hurdles, pulling
away in the second half of the race as his rivals
changed their stride pattern. That summer, he
qualified for the U.S. team for the 1976 Summer
Olympics in Montreal. In his first international
meet, Moses won the gold medal and set a
world record of 47.63 seconds.
After losing to Harris in 1987, Moses won 10 more
races in a row, collecting his second world gold
in Rome in August of the same year, and then he
finished third in the final 400-meter race of his
career at the 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul.
Reflecting on his career years later, Moses told
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, “I wish I hadn’t
been robbed in 1980. I had the chance to go. I
was in such great shape.” That was the year
President Jimmy Carter ordered that the U.S.
team boycott the Olympic games in Moscow to
protest the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan.
Moses won his second gold at the Los Angeles
Games in 1984. In 1988, Moses went for his third in
Seoul, but felt his chances were hurt when NBC
moved the finals to earlier in the day, so that it
could be broadcast live in the U.S. He had run in
the semifinals less than 24 hours earlier.
Moses finished third for the bronze, in 47.56
seconds. Teammate Andre Phillips won in 47.19,
breaking Moses’ Olympic record.
If he’d had a full 24 hours to recover, “I’m sure it
would have” made a difference, Moses said.
Since then, the scheduling for the 400 hurdles has
changed so that a day separates the semifinals
and finals. It has given hurdlers time to
recuperate, making record performances in the
finals more likely.
“That’s really changed the event”, Moses said.
For a track titan hunting for a last taste of glory, it
changed too late. Research more of this great

Today, I continue with the salute to Black Record
companies during Black Music Month. Chess
Records outside of Motown, recorded the most
groups and individual acts. I had the honor of
working weekends at radio station - WVON - AM
in Chicago, after Leonard Chess sold the station
in '69. Many have seen the movie "Cadillac
Records", let's read about the real thing. Enjoy!
Remember - "We came from Poland in 1928. That
was blues all the time." - Phil Chess
Today in our History - June 17, 1950 - Chess
Records is born.
Chess Records "Home of the Electric Blues" was
started by brothers Leonard and Phil Chess, two
Polish born immigrants, founded Chess Records
the pre-eminent Blues label of the 50s and
60s.Eventually they created a monopoly of
Chicago music recording, doing sessions and
releasing recordings by every major blues
performer from John Lee Hooker, Elmore James,
"King of the Slide Guitar," to Bo Diddley through
Jimmy Reed, Chuck Berry and everyone in
between. The brother’s owned the upscale
Macamba.night club on Chicago's Southside.
In those days, black musicians weren’t very much
favoured, to say the least, by major American
record companies. This left a niche for the taking
and the brothers, who had changed their names
to Leonard and Phil Chess, wanted a piece of
the pie. This led them to get involved with the
Aristocrat Records label. Leonard initially
intended to record jazzy music, the kind that was

popular back at their club, but that didn’t prove
profitable.
But in 1948 he decided to take a chance and
released I Can’t Be Satisified, a raw Southernblues song he didn’t really understand artistically.
The track by the future blues legend Muddy
Waters became an instant hit with African
Americans who had moved to Chicago from the
South in search of employment – the first pressing
virtually sold out in two days.
Needless to say, the Chess brothers were
impressed. On June 17, 1950, they were well into
the music business – they had taken over
Aristocrat and renamed it Chess Records.
It’s safe to say that the Chess brothers’ label
changed the history of music. Working with artists
like Chuck Berry and Howlin’ Wolf, they released
some of the most influential blues and rock-androll tracks ever written.
Ike Turner was part of Jackie Brenston and his
Delta Cats, the band whose Rocket 88 was put
out by Chess in 1951 and is widely considered the
first rock-and-roll tune ever recorded. The
immortal blues track I’m Your Hoochie Coochie
Man, written by bass player Willie Dixon, was
recorded by Muddy Waters for the label in 1954.
The Rolling Stones got their name from a stunning
Muddy Waters blues tune called Rollin’ Stone,
which was, of course, also a Chess release.
The year 1955 saw the release of Maybellene, a
classic song by Chuck Berry, of whom John
Lennon famously said, ‘If you tried to give rock
and roll another name, you could call it “Chuck
Berry”.’ A year later, Howlin’ Wolf’s haunting
Smokestack Lightning appeared, which was
recently featured on the soundtrack for Martin
Scorcese’s film The Wolf of Wall Street. The 1960s
was the era of Etta James, the now-legendary
singer who graced Chess with songs like I Just
Want to Make Love to You and At Last.
What started out as a business venture turned out
to be a milestone for American vernacular music.
The brothers from Poland not only profited from
selling music created by African Americans but
they introduced it to the ears of huge broader
audiences. They played a key role in the
conquest of the world by blues and rock and roll,
irrevocably refashioning international music
forever.
In an interview for The Guardian, Marshall Chess,
Leonard’s son, who spent a lot of time around
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the family business in its glory days, said that ‘you
couldn't be an angel and run Chess records in
the ghetto in Chicago’. Knife fights occurred on
a daily basis in the area, and there was a lot of
drinking. Many of the blues musicians themselves
were hot-blooded. Black music was out of the
mainstream, and major stations didn’t generally
air blues songs.
Leonard and Phil did what they could to turn a
profit in these conditions. For instance, they
assigned writer’s credits to radio DJs to prompt
them to play the songs they released. They also
purchased WVON, a Chicago radio station
dedicated to African Americans, to get more
airplay for the songs they put out.
The urge to earn more and more might have
pushed the brothers to make some controversial
decisions. For example, instead of paying them
royalties, they’d buy their artists Cadillacs or take
care of their bills. Because of such things, Chess
Records eventually had numerous legal issues
with its roster of musicians. Nevertheless, it is
undisputed that the Polish duo formed many
meaningful relationships with the musicians they
worked with, not only as business associates, but
also as friends.
In 1969, Leonard sold Chess Records and not
long after suffered a fatal heart attack. But the
label’s legacy lived on. Their two-storey building
at 2120 South Michigan Avenue, which from 1957
onwards was their headquarters and a recording
studio, is today a Chicago landmark. It houses
the non-profit Willie Dixon's Blues Heaven
Foundation, which re-opened the studio in the
1990s. The Chess Records story also inspired two
recent feature films, Cadillac Records and Who
Do You Love, and the label’s classic recordings
are still issued today, adored by millions across
the globe. Research more about black music
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today I will Introduce you to a Black Inventor,
whose Invention which will still see millions of
every day. Enjoy!
Remember - "When I patened my Invention, I
knew it would offer hundreads of Americans a
way to get exercise and a way for parents to get
looks any where they went." - William H
Richardson

Today in our
History June
18, 1889 The Baby
Carriage is
patent.
African
American
inventor
William H.
Richardson
was born on
January 5,
1850 in
Baltimore,
Maryland.
patented an
improvement to the baby carriage in the United
States on June 18, 1889. It is U.S. patent number
405,600. His design ditched the shell shape for a
basket-shaped carriage that was more
symmetrical. The bassinet could be positioned to
face either out or in and rotated on a central
joint.
A limiting device kept it from being rotated more
than 90 degrees. The wheels also moved
independently, which made it more
maneuverable. Now a parent or nanny could
have the child face them or face away from
them, whichever they preferred, and change it
at will.
The use of prams or baby carriages became
widespread among all economic classes by the
1900s. They were even given to poor mothers by
charitable institutions. Improvements were made
in their construction and safety. Going for a stroll
with a child was believed to have benefits by
providing light and fresh air. He died December
12, 1925. Research more about this great
American and work with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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Today is the black holiday known as Juneteenth
Day. Some of the people up North may or may
not had heard about this day. So let's take a
deeper look at this. Enjoy!
Remember - The emancipation of Black people
in Texas is finially here. So rejoyce! - Fredrick
Douglass
Today in our History - June 19, 1865 - Juneteenth
Day The Day Slaves Learned They Were Free
The 19th of June is known as Juneteenth, an
African American holiday begun at the end of
slavery days. Its origins are Texan, not Louisianan,
but Juneteenth has long had strong roots in the
South and has since spread all over the country
as a time for African Americans to
commemorate their freedom and
accomplishments.
President Lincoln announced the Emancipation
Proclamation, which granted freedom to slaves
in Confederate states, on New Year’s Day in
1863. Word didn’t reach the African American
slaves of Galveston, Texas, until June 19, 1865,
when a force of two-thousand Union soldiers
arrived and informed them of their freedom.
Although news indeed did travel slowly in those
days, two and a half years is a long time;
historians suspect Texas slaveholders knew of the
proclamation and chose not to free their slaves
until they were forced to.
The African Americans of Galveston began an
annual observance of Juneteenth which over
the years spread to other areas and grew in
popularity. Early Juneteenth celebrations were
picnics at churches and in rural areas with
barbecues, horseback riding, fishing, and more.
The early 20th century saw a weakening of the
holiday’s observance due to African American
migration to urban centers,
The national celebration of Independence Day
just a few weeks later, and the preference of
white historians to emphasize the Emancipation
Proclamation over Juneteenth as a date to mark
the end of slavery. Although some activists
objected that holiday’s associations with slavery
were too backward-looking, Juneteenth’s
visibility rose again during the Civil Rights Era of
the 1950s and 60s, and its resurgence continues
all over the country.
Like elsewhere, in New Orleans African
Americans celebrate Juneteenth with barbecues

and picnics, with family and church gatherings
that strengthen community bonds. Other events
include jazz concerts and speaking
engagements emphasizing African American
empowerment, education, and achievement. To
participate in Juneteenth festivities, check listings
in local newspapers or online as the next June
19th approaches. Research more about this
great American Holiday and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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Houston, June 20, 1967--Cassius Clay, the
deposed heavyweight champion, was
convicted by a jury tonight of violating the United
States Selective Service laws by refusing to be
drafted.
Federal District Judge Joe E. Ingraham
sentenced Clay to five years in prison and fined
him $10,000. This was the maximum penalty for
the offense, which is a felony.
The judge's sentence was pronounced
immediately at Clay's request.
"I'd appreciate it," the 25-year-old boxer said, "if
the court will do it now, give me my sentence
now, instead of waiting and stalling for time."
His lawyers said he "wants to be able to sleep
tonight" without worrying what the sentence
would be.
Clay, who had contended that his status as a
Black Muslim minister made him exempt from the
draft, stood passively in front of the judge's
bench as the judge pronounced sentence.
Every eye in the crowded courtroom was on him
as he stared straight ahead, saying, "No, sir,"
firmly when the judge asked him if he wanted to
say anything that might go toward mitigating his
sentence.

Fifty-One Years Ago, I could have told you about
many different events but to me this was the
biggest event on that date. I still say he is the
GOAT (Greatest of all time) not for what he did in
his profession but how he took on the
government and lived by his tearms. Enjoy!
Remember - I'm not gonna help nobody get
something my negroes don't have. If I'm gonna
die, I'll die now right here fighting you, if I'm
gonna die. You my enemy. My enemies are
white people, not Viet Congs or Chinese or
Japanese. You my opposer when I want
freedom. You my opposer when I want justice.
You my opposer when I want equality. You won't
even stand up for me in America for my religious
beliefs, and you want me to go somewhere and
fight, but you won't even stand up for me here at
home. - (Cassius Clay) - Muhammad Ali
Today in our History - June 20, 1967 - Cassius Clay
Guilty in Draft Case; Gets Five Years in Prison - U.S.
Judge Also Fines the Boxer $10,000 for Refusing
Induction

Before the sentencing, Morton Susman, United
States Attorney, indicated that he would file no
objection to the judge's giving Clay a lighter
sentence than the maximum.
"The only record he has is a minor traffic offense,"
said Mr. Susman.
He said that Clay, as an athlete, had brought
honor to the United States by winning in the
Olympics in Rome in 1960, and had brought
credit to himself by becoming heavyweight
champion of the world.
"He became a Muslim in 1964 after defeating
Sonny Liston for the title," said Mr. Susman. "In my
opinion, his trouble started with that--this tragedy
and the loss of his title can be traced to that."
After Clay had refused in April to take the Army
induction oath, the World Boxing Association and
the New York Athletic Commission stripped him of
his title.
Mr. Susman, who was aided in the prosecution by
a Negro assistant, Carl Walker, said that he had
studied the Muslim order "and it is as much
political as it is religious."
Clay, who had stood stiffly in his gray silk suit and
black alligator shoes without speaking, could

keep quiet no longer.
"If I can say so, sir," he said, "my religion is not
political in no way."
There were a number of Muslim members in the
courtroom for the verdict and the subsequent
sentencing, but there was no outcry and no
disturbance. A number of special agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation were watching
the audience along with Federal marshals.
The jury, six men and six women, all white, stayed
in the jury box during the sentencing.
Clay's attorneys, Hayden C. Covington of New
York City and Quinnan A. Hodges of Houston,
took exception to Mr. Susman's remarks about
the Muslims.
Mr. Covington, who has won civil rights suits for
Jehovah's Witnesses, a religious sect, in a number
of constitutional cases, said: "I take exception to
remarks that this man is under the influence of
the Muslims in any way."
Clay, he said, is one of the finest men he has ever
met and acted from "sincerity and honesty"
when he refused last April 28 to step forward and
be inducted into the armed services at Houston.
Both Mr. Covington and Mr. Hodges asked Judge
Ingraham to put Clay on probation. Failing that,
said Mr. Covington, the former champion should
not be given a sentence more severe than those
given in similar cases. "That's 18 months," he said.
Judge Ingraham, after being told that Clay's
attorneys would appeal, said that now was not
the time to ask for clemency. If the conviction
should be thrown out on appeal, "the sentence
would be nil," he said, but if it should be upheld,
that would be the time to seek a reduction in
sentence or to seek probation.
Clay, who had known both applause and boos
in his seven years as a boxer, did not seem
downcast at today's turn of events.
His step was as jaunty as ever as he walked from
the courtroom after being released on $5,000
bond. He held hands with two young women
who had been with him during intermissions in the
trial and he smiled at the crowd that gathered
around. He allowed the television cameramen to
surround him and shuffle him off down the street.
The jury was out considering the verdict for only
about 20 minutes. Everyone knew before it
retired that Clay would be convicted. He and his
lawyers had not attempted to deny that he had
refused induction. Their main contention was that
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the draft boards in Louisville, Ky., and in Houston
had acted improperly in not granting him a
deferment as a minister.
After Judge Ingraham had ruled that a study of
the huge draft board file of the Clay case had
convinced him that the draft boards had not
acted "arbitrarily or capriciously" in refusing the
deferment. Clay's conviction became a
foregone conclusion.
Clay paid no attention to the legal maneuvering
during the day. He sat at the defense table,
drawing and chewing gum.
During recesses, while Clay stood out in the
corridors in the Federal Courthouse and signed
autographs for children, one of his attorneys
showed reporters some of the drawings that Clay
had made. One showed an airplane flying over
a heavily wooded mountain range toward the
rising sun. Another portrayed a ship sailing headon into a fjord between two mountain ranges.
Clay himself exhibited other drawings--mystic
symbols, clouds and so forth. One was an
elaborate sketch of the words "Muhammad Ali,"
which is his Muslim name.
In all, the jury heard only an hour or so of
testimony, most of it from Government witnesses.
Research more about the great American and
share with your babies Make it a champion day!

Today I will
show you and
tell a story of a
man who
preceeded, The
Nation of Islam
or any other
back nationalist
organization.
Enjoy!
Remember - "
Up you mighty
race" - Marcus
Garvey
Today in our History - June 21, 1823 - Marcus
Garvey enters the Court house to be tried for
many counts but taken money thru the U.S.
Postal System is what they will fine him on.
Born in Jamaica, Marcus Garvey (1887-1940)
became a leader in the black nationalist

movement by applying the economic ideas of
Pan-Africanists to the immense resources
available in urban centers. After arriving in New
York in 1916, he founded the Negro World
newspaper, an international shipping company
called Black Star Line and the Negro Factories
Corporation. During the 1920s, his Universal Negro
Improvement Association (UNIA) was the largest
secular organization in African American history.
Indicted for mail fraud by the U.S. Justice
Department in 1923, he spent two years in prison
before being deported to Jamaica, and later
died in London.
Born in Jamaica, Garvey aimed to organize
blacks everywhere but achieved his greatest
impact in the United States, where he tapped
into and enhanced the growing black aspirations
for justice, wealth, and a sense of community.
During World War I and the 1920s, his Universal
Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) was the
largest black secular organization in African
American history. Possibly a million men and
women from the United States, the Caribbean,
and Africa belonged to it.
Garvey came to New York in 1916 and
concluded that the growing black communities
in northern cities could provide the wealth and
unity to end both imperialism in Africa and
discrimination in the United States. He combined
the economic nationalist ideas of Booker T.
Washington and Pan-Africanists with the political
possibilities and urban style of men and women
living outside of plantation and colonial societies.
Garvey’s ideas gestated amid the social
upheavals, anticolonial movements, and
revolutions of World War I, which demonstrated
the power of popular mobilization to change
entrenched structures of power.
Garvey’s goals were modern and urban. He
sought to end imperialist rule and create modern
societies in Africa, not, as his critics charged, to
transport blacks ‘back to Africa.’ He knitted
black communities on three continents with his
newspaper the Negro World and in 1919 formed
the Black Star Line, an international shipping
company to provide transportation and
encourage trade among the black businesses of
Africa and the Americas. In the same year, he
founded the Negro Factories Corporation to
establish such businesses. In 1920 he presided
over the first of several international conventions
of the UNIA. Garvey sought to channel the new
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black militancy into one organization that could
overcome class and national divisions.
Although local UNIA chapters provided many
social and economic benefits for their members,
Garvey’s main efforts failed: the Black Star Line
suspended operations in 1922 and the other
enterprises fared no better. Garvey’s ambition
and determination to lead inevitably collided
with associates and black leaders in other
organizations. His verbal talent and flair for the
dramatic attracted thousands, but his faltering
projects only augmented ideological and
personality conflicts. In the end, he could neither
unite blacks nor accumulate enough power to
significantly alter the societies the unia
functioned in.
Finally, the Justice Department, animated by J.
Edgar Hoover’s Federal Bureau of Investigation
and sensing his growing weakness, indicted
Garvey for mail fraud. He was convicted in 1923,
imprisoned in 1925, and deported to Jamaica in
1927. Unable to resurrect the unia, he moved to
London, where he died in 1940.
Garvey’s movement was the first black attempt
to join modern urban goals and mass
organization. Although most subsequent leaders
did not try to create black economic institutions
as he had, Garvey had demonstrated to them
that the urban masses were a potentially
powerful force in the struggle for black freedom.
Research more about this event in History and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today I want to tell you about a man who
invented many things to help Americans and the
people of the world but this Invention is still
needed today in homes, businesses and any
building that has a hard service. Enjoy!
Remember - " I like things to be clean and
sanitized as much as possable and I think you do
too." - Thomas W. Stewart
Today in our History - June 22, 1893
Thomas W. Stewart, an African American inventor
from Kalamazoo, Michigan, patented a new
type of mop (U.S. patent #499,402) on June 22,
1893. Thanks to his invention of a clamping
device that could wring water out of the mop by
using a lever, floor cleaning was not nearly the
chore it once was.
Throughout much of history, floors were made
out of packed dirt or plaster. These were kept
clean with simple brooms, made from straw,
twigs, corn husks, or horsehair. But some kind of
wet cleaning method was needed to care for
the slate, stone, or marble floors that were a
feature of the homes of the aristocracy and,
later, the middle classes. The word mop goes
back probably as far as the late 15th century,
when it was spelled mappe in Old English. These
devices were likely nothing more than bundles of
rags or coarse yarns attached to a long wooden
pole.
Thomas W. Stewart, one of the first African
American inventors to be awarded a patent,
lived his whole life trying to make people's
everyday lives easier. In order to save time and
ensure a healthier environment in the home, he
came up with two improvements to the mop. He
first designed a mop head that could be
removed by unscrewing it from the base of the
mop handle, allowing users to clean the head or
discard it when it wore out. Next, he designed a
lever attached to the mop head, which, when
pulled, would wring water from the head without
users getting their hands wet.
Stewart described the mechanics in his abstract:
1. A mop-stick, comprising a stick proper,
provided with the T-head having the grooved
ends, forming one portion of the clamp, the rod
having a straight portion forming the other part
of the clamp and from thence converging
rearwardly to the sides of the stick, a lever to
which the free ends of said rod are pivoted, a
ring loose on the stick, to which the forked ends
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of the lever are pivoted, and a spring between
said ring and the T-head; substantially as set forth.
2. The combination of a mopstick provided with
a T-head, forming one part of the clamp, a
moveable rod forming the other part of the
clamp, a lever to which the free ends of said rod
are pivoted, said lever being fulcrum-ed to a
moveable support on the stick, and a spring
exerting a resistance against the lever when the
latter is thrown back; substantially as set forth.
Research more about black inventions and
inventors and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today I
will take
you to a
woman
who
suffered
a lot
when her
husband
was killed
which
was a
tragedy.
The hard
thing is
that she will pass in a most horrific fashion. PEACE!
Remember - "One of the things Malcolm always
said to me is, 'Don't be bitter. Remember Lot's
wife when they kill me, and they surely will. You
have to use all of your energy to do what it is you
have to do,'" - Betty Shabazz
Today in our History - June 23,1997
Betty Shabazz, the widow of civil rights leader
Malcolm X, died Monday, three weeks after
being severely burned in a fire allegedly set by
her 12-year-old grandson.
Shabazz, 61, had suffered third-degree burns
over 80 percent of her body in the June 1
incident at her home in Yonkers, just north of New
York City. She had remained in extremely critical
condition, undergoing several operations as
doctors struggled to replace damaged skin and
save her life.
"Millions of people look to her for some kind of
understanding of the history of the struggle," said

black activist and poet Amiri Baraka. "She's the
wife of one of the greatest African-American
leaders of history."

After
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Within hours of the fire, Shabazz's grandson was
arrested and accused of setting the blaze,
reportedly because he was unhappy he had
been sent to live with his grandmother. He is
being held in juvenile custody.
Doctors had said Shabazz might linger for weeks
in critical condition but that patients with her
severity of injuries usually have less than a 10
percent chance of survival.
Future Betty Shabazz went to Tuskegee, New York
As a young woman, Shabazz left the comfortable
home of her adoptive parents in Detroit to study
at the Tuskegee Institute, a well-known historically
black college in Alabama. She later went to New
York, where she became a registered nurse.

assassination, Shabazz earned doctorate
After her husband's death, Shabazz returned to
school, eventually earning a doctorate in
education from the University of Massachusetts in
1975. She went to work as an administrator at
Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn and traveled
widely, speaking on topics such as civil rights and
racial tolerance.

In New York, friends invited her to lectures by
Nation of Islam founder Elijah Muhammad. He
gave all of his followers the last name "X,"
representing the African family name they would
never know.

"One of the things Malcolm always said to me is,
'Don't be bitter. Remember Lot's wife when they
kill me, and they surely will. You have to use all of
your energy to do what it is you have to do,'"
Shabazz said in a May 1995 speech.

It was in 1956 that Betty X met Malcolm X, then a
rising star in the Nation of Islam. Two years later
they married, and within five years they had four
daughters.

In 1994, Shabazz spoke publicly about the longheld suspicion that Louis Farrakhan, the current
leader of the Nation of Islam, had been behind
the assassination of her husband.

After splitting from Muhammad in 1964, Malcolm
and Betty X adopted the Muslim surname
Shabazz. In early 1965, Malcolm was gunned
down while speaking at the Audubon Ballroom in
Harlem. Betty Shabazz, pregnant with twins, was
in the audience and covered her girls on the
floor as the bullets flew.

A year later, her daughter Qubilah Shabazz was
charged in Minneapolis with trying to hire a hit
man to kill Farrakhan. Betty Shabazz stood
behind her daughter, insisting that an FBI
informant entrapped her.

"Sister Betty came through the people, herself a
nurse, and people recognizing her moved back;
she fell on her knees, looking down on his bare,
bullet-pocked chest, sobbing, 'They killed him!'"
wrote Alex Haley in the book "The Autobiography
of Malcolm X."
Betty Shabazz was left to bring up six daughters
alone.
"Betty was fortunate enough to have the wisdom
to raise several individuals in her family, to give
them their own personality, their own motivation,
their own skills," said Wilbert Tatum, publisher of
The Amsterdam News, an African American
newspaper in New York. "She did a superb job in
raising those children."

Qubilah Shabazz made a deal with prosecutors
in which they agreed to drop charges if she
completed treatment for alcohol and psychiatric
problems. She signed an affidavit accepting
responsibility for her conduct but maintained her
innocence.
It is Qubilah Shabazz's son who now stands
accused of starting the fire that killed Betty
Shabazz.
Betty Shabazz eventually reconciled with
Farrakhan, shaking his hand on the stage of
Harlem's Apollo Theater as 1,400 people cheered
at a fund-raiser for her daughter's defense. She
also spoke at Farrakhan's Million Man March in
October 1995. Research more about this
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

In my continuing celabration to Black Music
Month. I have shown you the best recording
companies that Memphis (STAX) and Chicago
(CHESS) had to bring to our black music culture,
now it is time for me to come home to the
Deleware Valley where I was born and raised
with the music that I grew up with THE SOUND OF
PHILADELPHIA. Enjoy!
Remember - Dick Clark (American Bandstand),
Jerry Blavat (The Geator with the Heater) and The
Discophonic Scene along with WDAS - FM's
Jimmy Bishop, Butterball and still today Patty
Jackson. Don't forget that Trenton's own Instant
Funk was dicoverd by Philly's own Walter "Bunny"
Sigler.
Today in our History - June 24, 1970 - Philadelphia
International Records was created - A term with
varied meanings in popular music, “soul” broadly
describes African American music characterized
by emotional urgency and racial consciousness.
More specifically, a soul style of black music
emerged from rhythm and blues and gospel in
the late 1950s and became popular with both
black and white audiences through the 1970s.
Different cities had distinct styles of soul, often
associated with local record companies—Stax in
Memphis, Motown in Detroit. In Philadelphia, soul
was defined by Philadelphia International
Records, a very successful label whose unique
style of 1970s soul became known worldwide as
the “Sound of Philadelphia.”
Philadelphia had especially vibrant scenes in
rhythm and blues and gospel music in the midtwentieth century. Taking elements from each,
local artists began shaping the city’s version of
the emerging soul style in the late 1950s and early
1960s. Gospel was a particularly strong influence;
essentially, soul was the adaptation of the gospel
style to songs with secular rather than sacred
lyrics. Solomon Burke, who began preaching and
singing gospel in Philadelphia in his preadolescent years, made a series of recordings for
Atlantic Records in New York in the early 1960s
that were fundamental in defining the new style.
These records were among the first to be
categorized as “soul” music, and Burke was later
dubbed the “King of Rock and Soul.” Other
Philadelphia-area singers with strong gospel roots
who had soul hits in the early to mid-1960s
included Garnet Mimms, Howard Tate, and
Lorraine Ellison.
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While these early artists came from Philadelphia,
they recorded in New York City. The larger
Philadelphia record companies were more
focused on rock and roll and white pop music at
this time. Some of the city’s smaller labels
recorded local artists in the soul style, however,
including two black-owned companies that were
especially important in the evolution of
Philadelphia soul: Harthon and Arctic. Singer
Weldon McDougal, organist Luther Randolph,
and guitarist Johnny Stiles created Harthon
Records in the early 1960s. Prominent
Philadelphia DJ Jimmy Bishop joined Harthon
briefly but broke away in 1964 to form his own
label, Arctic Records, taking many Harthon artists
with him.
Harthon and Arctic each had a series of minor
and regional hits in the 1960s, and Arctic had a
huge hit with “Yes, I’m Ready,” a ballad by local
singer Barbara Mason that reached the Top Ten
in the national pop charts in 1965. Most Arctic
artists were black, but the label also recorded
the Temptones, a white group featuring singer
Daryl Hohl. Hohl later changed his last name to
Hall and with fellow Temple University student
John Oates formed Hall and Oates, one of the
most successful of the “blue-eyed soul” groups,
as white soul music came to be known.
Philadelphia’s biggest record company at this
time was Cameo Parkway Records, a hit-making
juggernaut whose artists were in the pop charts
throughout the late 1950s and early 1960s.
Although Cameo Parkway had had hits with
African American artists such as Chubby
Checker, the Orlons, and Dee Dee Sharp, almost
of all of its production staff and studio musicians
were white and it had mostly ignored soul. That
changed in 1964 when president Bernie Lowe,
seeing the rise of Motown, asked a young black
musician on his staff, Thom Bell, to form a rhythm
section and begin producing soul music for the
label. One of the groups Bell worked with at
Cameo Parkway, and later at another local
label, Philly Groove Records, was the Delfonics,
one of the first groups identified specifically with
the Philadelphia soul sound. Bell later shaped the
sound of two other quintessential Philadelphia
soul groups, the Stylistics and the Spinners. (The
Spinners were from Detroit, but their biggest hits
were recorded in Philadelphia.)
Small labels such as Harthon and Arctic were
incubators for the burgeoning Philly soul style of

the 1960s, serving as training grounds for the
young songwriters, arrangers, singers, and studio
musicians who later created the Sound of
Philadelphia. Among this group were two
individuals who, along with Thom Bell, emerged
as the chief architects of that sound: singer
Kenny Gamble and pianist Leon Huff.
Gamble and Huff had been hustling around the
Philadelphia music scene since the late 1950s. In
the mid-1960s they began writing songs together
and then moved into producing records, using
Philadelphia musicians and arrangers with whom
they had worked over the years. After achieving
success in the late 1960s with artists such as the
Intruders, Soul Survivors, and Jerry Butler, Gamble
and Huff secured a distribution deal with CBS
Records and formed Philadelphia International
Records in 1971.
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rhythm over lush strings and slick brass, it was a
typical sophisticated Philadelphia International
production. The label was also known for songs
featuring socially conscious lyrics with messages
of unity and love.
By the early 1980s, soul had run its course as a
popular style. Radio, long the lifeblood of soul,
had become very restricted in its programming
and no longer served as an effective outlet for
the music, while other black styles had gained in
popularity, including funk, disco, and a new form
of urban music that was coming into
prominence, rap. Philadelphia International
Records, the last of the great soul labels, went
into decline in the early 1980s, signaling the end
of the soul music era. Research more about
black artist and music and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Th e company located its headquarters in the
former Cameo Parkway building on South Broad
Street, which Cameo Parkway abandoned when
it ceased operations in the late 1960s. While
Philadelphia International made some recordings
there, they recorded primarily at Sigma Sound
Studios on north Twelfth Street, established in
1968 by former Cameo Parkway recording
engineer Joe Tarsia. As Philadelphia
International’s chief studio, Sigma Sound
became a hit factory, with Tarsia serving as an
important sonic architect of the Sound of
Philadelphia.
Philadelphia International became one of the
nation’s most successful record companies in the
1970s, producing a long string of hits with local
artists such as Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes,
Teddy Pendergrass, Billy Paul, and Patti LaBelle,
as well as out-of-towners such as the O’Jays,
Jackson Five, and Lou Rawls who came to
Philadelphia to capture the label’s magic. With
songwriter/producers Gamble and Huff at the
helm, Thom Bell playing a key songwriting and
producing role, and a core group of some thirty
regular studio musicians and arrangers,
Philadelphia International Records was the
undisputed leader in soul music in the 1970s.
The studio musicians had a few hit records
themselves, under the band name “MFSB” (short
for Mother-Father-Sister-Brother). The biggest was
“TSOP” (The Sound of Philadelphia), released in
1974. “TSOP” was the theme song for the popular
black TV dance show “Soul Train” and became
an anthem of Philadelphia soul. With its pulsing

Today I will tell you the story of the only Black
man who was with General Armstrong Custer
during that final engagement at the Rosebud,
Montana Territory. Some people didn't know this
story. Enjoy!
Remember - “Goodbye, Rutten.” - Last words
spoken by - Isaiah Dorman
Today in our History - June 25, 1876 - Battle of the
Rosebud River - Some people will call it a
massace.
On June 25, 1876, Dorman accompanied the
detachment of Major Marcus Reno into the
battle and was leftbehind when Reno retired
across the river to the high bluffs. According to
most accounts as in Connell (1985), he gave a
good account of himself- shooting several braves
with a non-regulation sporting rifle.
According to the account of one Indian survivor
of the battle:
“We passed a black man in a soldier’s uniform
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and we had him. He turned on his horse and shot
an Indian right through the heart. Then the
Indians fired at this one man and riddled his horse
with bullets. His horse fell over on his back and
the black man could not get up. I saw him as I
rode by.”
According to Connell 1985, white survivors tell a
similar story. Dorman had been unhorsed but
continued to fire at the Indians:
“Pvt. Roman Rutten, unlike Vestal, did fight at the
Little Big Horn and his report of Isaiah’s last stand
rings through. Rutten was on a horse that hated
the odor of Indians so his immediate problem
was how to stay in the saddle. During a wild ride
he passed Isiaih, whose horse had been shot. The
black man was on one knee, firing carefully with
a non-regulation sporting rifle. He looked up and
shouted, “Goodbye, Rutten.”
Other eyewitness accounts from survivors
indicate that Dorman was tortured by a group of
women who pounded him with stone hammers,
slashed him repeatedly with knives, and shot his
legs full of buckshot. One odd detail reported is
that his coffee pot and cup were filled with
blood.
A report that he had been ‘sliced open’ may be
a translator’s error; near his body was that of one
of the Ree (Arikara) scouts, which had been
slashed open and a willow branch stuck in the
opening. To the Indians, mutilations were
characteristic of different tribes and particular
marks meant certain things. As for the torture, the
Indians considered him a traitor who had fought
with the bluecoats against them.
Dorman’s body was found just out of the timber,
near Charley Reynolds’s and he was buried on
the Reno Battlefield. It was reinterred in 1877 in
the Little Bighorn National Cemetery. In
Quartermaster Nowlan’s official report on the
7th’s 1876 Campaign, an item of $62.50 is listed
as being owed to Dorman for services rendered
in June 1876.
A man named Isaac McNutt, who was a
handyman at Ft Rice, attempted to claim the
wages; but his claim was dismissed for lack of
proof of connection.
Dorman’s Indian widow could not be found and
the account may be still drawing interest
somewhere in the Army bureaucracy. Research
more about the 7th Calvary and the battle at the
Rosebud in Montana Territory and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

As a baby boomer, I remember President John F.
Kennedy telling the world that American will be
on the moon by the end of the decade and we
were on July 20, 1969. This morning let me tell you
the story of the first Black man to take a walk in
space. Enjoy!
Remember - "To be considered a part of the
NASA team was one of the most thrilling events
of my life" - Bernard A. Harris Jr.
Today in our History - June 26, 1956 - Bernard
Anthony Harris Jr. is born and will grow up loving
space exploration.
Bernard Anthony Harris Jr.in Temple, Texas is a
former NASA astronaut.
On February 9, 1995, Harris became the first
African American to perform an extra-vehicular
activity (spacewalk), during the second of his
two Space Shuttle flights.
Harris first became interested in being an
astronaut watching the Apollo 11 mission on TV in
1969. Selected by NASA in January 1990, Harris
became an astronaut in July 1991, and qualified
for assignment as a mission specialist on future
Space Shuttle flight crews.
He served as the crew representative for Shuttle
Software in the Astronaut Office Operations
Development Branch. Harris was assigned as a
mission specialist on STS-55, Spacelab D-2, in
August 1991. He flew on board Columbia for ten
days, (26 April 1993 – 6 May 1993); on the mission
the Shuttle reached one year of accumulated

flight time. Harris was part of the payload crew of
Spacelab D-2, conducting a variety of research
in physical and life sciences. During this flight,
Harris logged over 239 hours and 4,164,183 miles
in space.
His second mission was as the Payload
Commander on STS-63 (February 2, 1995 –
February 11, 1995), the first flight of the new joint
Russian American Space Program. Mission
highlights included the first rendezvous (but not
docking) with the Russian space station Mir and
retrieval of Spartan 204 satellite. During the flight,
Harris became the first African American to walk
in space, while fellow astronaut Michael Foale
became the first British-born spacewalker. (It was
also on this flight that Eileen Collins became the
first female Shuttle pilot.) On this mission, Harris
logged 198 hours, 29 minutes in space,
completed 129 orbits, and traveled over 2.9
million miles.
Harris left NASA in April 1996 but has continued
research. [citation needed] He served as Vice
President of SPACEHAB, Inc., and innovative
space commercialization company, where he
directed the company's space science business.
He also served as Vice President of Business
Development for Space Media, Inc., an
Informatics company, establishing an ecommerce initiative that is now part of the United
Nations' education program.
In the late 1990s , Harris served as a member of
the Board of Regents of the Texas Tech University
System.
In 1998, he founded The Harris Foundation, a
Houston, Texas-based non-profit organization,
whose stated mission is "to invest in communitybased initiatives to support education, health
and wealth. THF supports programs that
empower individuals, in particular minorities and
other economically and/or socially
disadvantaged, to recognize their potential and
pursue their dreams."
In 2008, he appeared in Microsoft's "I'm a P.C." ad
campaign. Harris also gave a keynote speech at
the Exxon Mobil Texas State Science and
Engineering Fair.
In 2009, he was elected Vice President of the
American Telemedicine Association. He was
elected President of the American Telemedicine
Association in 2011, serving for a one-year term
that ended in 2012.
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In 2010, he was part of the Dream Tour where he
travelled to over 30 schools around the country.
Currently, Dr. Harris is President and Chief
Executive Officer of Vesalius Ventures, Inc., a
venture capital accelerator, that invests in earlystage companies in Medical Informatics and
Technology. Reserch more about Blacks in the
space program with NASA and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today I will share with you a person who has
broken the glass ceiling in everything that she
had faced. Women are rising in the political
process. Patricia Roberts Harris, the first African
American U.S. Ambassador is named permanent
chairman of the Democratic National
Convention. She will later be appointed
Secretary of Health and Human Services and
Secretary of Housing and Urban development.
June 27, 1972 Enjoy!
Remember - "Senator, I am one of them. You do
not seem to understand who I am. I am a black
woman, the daughter of a dining-car worker ... If
my life has any meaning at all, it is that those who
start out as outcasts can wind up as being part of
the system." - Patricia Roberts Harris.
Today in our History - June 27, 1972 Patricia Roberts Harris (May 31, 1924 – March 23,
1985) served in the American administration of
President Jimmy Carter as United States Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development, and United
States Secretary of Health, Education, and
Welfare (which was renamed the Secretary of
Health and Human Services during her tenure).
She was the first African American woman to
serve in the United States Cabinet, and the first to

enter the line of succession to the Presidency.
She previously served as United States
Ambassador to Luxembourg under President
Lyndon B. Johnson and was the first African
American woman to represent the United States
as an ambassador.
In 1971, Harris was named to the board of
directors of IBM. In addition, she served on the
boards of Scott Paper Co. and Chase
Manhattan Bank.
She continued making an impact on the
Democratic Party when, in 1972, she was
appointed chairman of the credentials
committee and a member-at-large of the
Democratic National Committee in 1973. A
testimony to her effectiveness and her
commitment to excellence came when
President Jimmy Carter appointed her to two
cabinet-level posts during his administration.
Harris was appointed to the cabinet of President
Jimmy Carter when he took office in 1977. At her
confirmation hearing, Senator William Proxmire
questioned whether Harris came from a
background of too much wealth and power to
be an effective Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development. Harris responded "I am a black
woman, the daughter of a Pullman (railroad) car
waiter. I am a black woman who even eight
years ago could not buy a house in parts of the
District of Columbia. I didn't start out as a
member of a prestigious law firm, but as a
woman who needed a scholarship to go to
school. If you think I have forgotten that, you are
wrong." Once confirmed, Harris became the first
African American woman to enter the
Presidential line of succession, at number 13.
Between 1977 and 1979 she served as Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and
in 1979, she became Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare, the largest Cabinet
agency.
After the Department of Education Organization
Act came into force on May 4, 1980, the
educations functions of the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare were transferred
to the Department of Education. Harris remained
as Secretary of the renamed Department of
Health and Human Services until Carter left office
in 1981. Because the department had merely
changed names, as opposed to disbanding with
new department being created, she did not
face Senate confirmation again after the

204
change.
Harris unsuccessfully ran for Mayor of Washington,
D.C. in 1982, losing the September 14 primary
election to incumbent mayor Marion Barry .That
year, she was appointed a full-time professor at
the George Washington National Law Center.In
1967, Lord Snowdon photographed Harris for
Vogue at the United Nations. In her spare time,
Harris enjoyed cooking and baking.
Patricia married William Beasley Harris in 1955
after only three months of dating. Her husband
William died in November of 1984. She died of
breast cancer at age 60 on March 23, 1985. She
was interred at the Rock Creek Cemetery in
Washington, D.C.
Patricia Roberts Harris, the first African American
U.S. Ambassador is named permanent chairman
of the Democratic National Convention. She will
later be appointed Secretary of Health and
Human Services and Secretary of Housing and
Urban development. June 27, 1972. Research
more about women in politic in real time and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

I know that most of us have read or listened to an
Ida B. Wells speach but did you know that their
was a black lady auther long before her? Today,
I will share that story with you. Enjoy!
Remember - "I wrote the book to tell my story and
what I went through growing up in this new land.
Now they want me to go to different cities
speaking about it. I don't do that good. I hear tell
that a young negro girl is doing that, I hope one
day I can listen to her speak about lynchings and
civil rights. They say she is really good. God bless
that child"

Today in our History - June 28, 1900 - Harriet E.
Wilson (The first Black female to publish an article
in the United States dies)
Harriet E. Wilson is considered the first female
African American novelist, as well as the first
African American of any gender to publish a
novel on the North American continent. Her
novel Our Nig, or Sketches from the Life of a Free
Black was published anonymously in 1859 in
Boston, Massachusetts; and sunk into literary
obscurity until 1983 when Henry Louis Gates
republished the novel and documented it as the
first African American novel published in the
United States.
The novel’s discovery forced literary historians to
restructure the chronology of Black literature,
displacing William Wells Brown from his previously
accepted position as the first African American
novelist. His Clotel: or, The President’s Daughter: A
Narrative of Slave Life in the United States was
originally published in London in 1853 but did not
appear in the United States until 1864, when it
was published in Boston as Clotelle: A Tale of the
Southern States. Also, the novel, The
Bondwoman’s Narrative by Hannah Crafts,
published for the first time in 2002, may have
been written before Wilson’s book.
Born Harriet E. “Hattie” Adams in Milford, New
Hampshire, Wilson was the mixed-race daughter
of Margaret Ann (or Adams) Smith, a
washerwoman of Irish ancestry, and Joshua
Green, an African American “hooper of barrels.”
After her father died when she was young, her
mother abandoned her at the farm of Nehemiah
Hayward Jr., a well-to-do Milford farmer
“connected to the Hutchinson Family Singers”.
Wilson’s mother died aged twenty-seven in
Boston, after a violent and intoxicated quarrel
with her Black partner. As an orphan, Wilson was
bound by the courts as an indentured servant to
the Hayward family until the age of 18. They
overworked her mercilessly and ruined her
health.
Wilson struggled to make a living after gaining
her freedom. She married twice and her only son
died at age seven in the poor house, where she
had placed him while trying to survive as a
widow.
On October 6, 1851, Wilson married Thomas
Wilson in Milford. Their son, George Mason Wilson,
was likely born in May or June of 1852. George,

205
who was probably their first and only child was
born at Goffstown, New Hampshire. As Gates
explained in his introduction to the second
edition of Our Nig, “One of the letters appended
to Our Nig states that, abandoned by her
husband, the author…was forced…to go to the
‘County House,’ where she gave birth to a
child.”After the death of her husband, Wilson
married a French apothecary named John
Gallatin Robinson, who was 18 years her junior.
Wilson wrote only one novel, Our Nig. On August
18, 1859, she copyrighted it, and deposited a
copy of the novel in the Office of the Clerk of the
U.S. District Court of Massachusetts.
On September 5, 1859, the novel was published
anonymously by George C. Rand and Avery, a
publishing firm in Boston. She wrote her novel in
an attempt to raise enough money to be
reunited with her child. In her preface, Wilson
wrote, “In offering to the public the following
pages, the writer confesses her inability to
minister to the refined and cultivated, the
pleasure supplied by abler pens. It is not for such
these crude narrations appear. Deserted by
kindred, disabled by failing health, I am forced to
some experiment which shall aid me in
maintaining myself and child without
extinguishing this feeble life.” Toward that end,
Wilson asked, “I sincerely appeal to my colored
brethren universally for patronage, hoping that
they will not condemn this attempt of their sister
to be erudite, but rally around me a faithful band
of supporters and defenders.”
Unfortunately, the hoped-for patronage did not
materialize, and tragically, George died of fever
less than six months after her novel was
published.
By the 1860s, Wilson had come to be known as
“the colored medium” and was available for
seances and readings. She was associated with
the Spiritualist church and was listed in the
Banner of Light as a trance reader and lecturer.
A newspaper reported her lecturing on the topic
throughout New England, including the towns of
Lynn, Stoughton, Stoneham, and Worcester,
Massachusetts and Hartford, Connecticut. One
report counts an audience of 2,500 at one of
these gatherings. Wilson also delivered lectures
on labor reform, and children’s education.
Although the texts of her talks have not survived,
newspaper reports imply that she often spoke
about her life experiences.

When she was not pursuing Spiritualistic activities,
Wilson was employed as a nurse and healer
(“clairvoyant physician”). For nearly 20 years from
1879 to 1897, she was the housekeeper of a
boarding house in a two-story dwelling at 15
Village Street (near the present corner of Dover
[now East Berkeley Street] and Tremont Streets in
the South End.) She rented out rooms, collected
rents and provided basic maintenance.
Despite Wilson’s active and fruitful life after Our
Nig, there is no evidence that she ever wrote
anything else for publication.
On June 28, 1900, Hattie E. Wilson died in the
Quincy Hospital in Quincy, Massachusetts. She
was buried in the Cobb family plot in that town’s
Mount Wollaston Cemetery. Her plot number is
listed as 1337, “old section.” Reserch more about
woman authers and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!.
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in the oppertunity for a better econimc life." - Dr.
William J. Simmons
Today in our History - June 29, 1894 - William J.
Simmons is born, whom will become an educator
and have a college named for his dedication to
young people learning
William J. Simmons was an ex-slave who became
Simmons College of Kentucky's second president
(1880–1890) and for whom the school eventually
was named. Simmons greatly developed Howard
University's teacher training programs when he
took over the school. In addition, he was a writer,
journalist, and educator. In 1886 he became
president of the American National Baptist
Convention, one of the organizations that would
merge to form the National Baptist Convention,
USA. He was elected president of the Colored
Press Association for his work as editor of the
American Baptist, a newspaper in Louisville,
Kentucky.
Rev. Dr. William J. Simmons was born a slave in
Charleston, South Carolina, to Edward and Esther
Simmons on June 29, 1849. While William was
young, his Mother fled slavery with her three
children, William and his two sisters Emeline and
Anna. They initially landed in Philadelphia, PA,
and was met by an uncle named Alexander
Tardiff, who housed them, fed them and
educated the children. Due to stemming
pressures from slave traders, Tardiff relocated his
extended family to Roxbury, Pennsylvania,
Chester, PA, and ultimately settled down in
Bordentown, New Jersey. Tardiff had received an
education from the future Bishop Daniel
Payneand undertook to give Simmons and his
siblings an education on that basis. From 1862 to
1864 William served as an apprentice to a
dentist.

Today, I am reflecting back to when I was a
public school (High School History) teacher.
Trenton, Ewing, Red Bank and Franklin Twp, N.J. I
am proud that 427 students who went on to
college on scholarships. I am now going to tell
you about another great educator who had a
college named after him. Enjoy!
Remember - "When one takes the time to invest
in education past their high school learning
years, they will place themselfs

He served in the Union Army during the US Civil
War, enlisting September 15, 1864 and serving a
one-year term. He took part in the siege of
Petersburg, the Battle of Hatcher's Run, and the
Battle of Appomattox Court House and was
present at the surrender of Confederate General
Robert E. Lee. After the war, he returned to
dentistry. In 1867, he converted to Baptist and
joined a White Baptist church in Bordentown that
was pastored by Reverend J. W. Custis. The
congregation helped him through college. He
attended Madison University (now Colgate
University, graduated in 1868), Rochester
University, and Howard University, from which he

graduated with a bachelor's degree in 1873. As a
student, he worked briefly in Washington D.C. at
Hillsdale School. In Hillsdale, he boarded with
Simithsonian Institute employee, Solomon G.
Brown. After graduating he moved to Arkansas
on the advice of Horace Greeley to become a
teacher there but returned to Hillsdale soon after
where he taught until June 1874.
The following summer, he married Josephine A.
Silence on August 25, 1874 and moved to Ocala,
Florida. The couple had seven children,
Josephine Lavinia, William Johnson, Maud Marie,
Amanda Moss, Mary Beatrice, John Thomas, and
Gussie Lewis. In Florida, he invested in land to
grow oranges, became principal of Howard
Academy's teacher training program and served
as the pastor of a church, deputy county clerk
and county commissioner. He campaigned for
the Republican Rutherford B. Hayes. He served
there until 1879. He was ordained that year and
moved to Lexington, Kentucky where he
pastored the First Baptist Church. The following
year, he became the second president of the
Kentucky Normal and Theological Institute, which
he worked for a decade. The school was
eventually renamed the State University of
Louisville and later to Simmons College of
Kentucky after Simmons due to schools
progression under his tenure. He was succeeded
in 1894 at Simmons College by Charles L. Purce.
In Kentucky he was elected for several years the
chairman of the State Convention of Colored
Men. On September 29, 1882, he was elected
editor of the journal, the American Baptist where
he criticized the failures of both political parties
to support blacks in their civil rights and progress.
He was also president of the American Baptist
Company. in 1886 he was elected over T. Thomas
Fortune to president of the Colored Press
Association, having lost to W. A. Pledger the
previous year. In 1883, Simmons organized the
Baptist Women's Educational Convention, and in
1884, Blanche Bruce appointed Simmons
commissioner for the state of Kentucky at the
1884 World's Fair in New Orleans. In 1886, he
organized and was elected president of the
American National Baptist Convention. [The
convention was a call for African American
Baptist unity and was also led by Richard
DeBaptiste and featured notable presentations
by Solomon T. Clanton and James T. White. In
1889 in Indianapolis, Simmons was a leader at the
American National Baptist Convention and wrote
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a resolution to provide aid for blacks fleeing
violence in the South and moving to the North.
Simmons received an honorary master's degree
from Howard University in 1881 and an honorary
Doctorate degree from Wilberforce University in
1885. In 1887, he published a book entitled Men
of Mark: Eminent, Progressive and Rising, which
highlights the lives of 172 prominent African
American men, while serving as the school's
president. He was working on a sister edition of
the title that would highlight the lives and
accomplishments of prominent pre-1900 African
American women, but unfortunately died before
its completion. He died on October 30, 1890, in
Louisville, Kentucky. Research more about HBCU's
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today, I want to share a story with you, Recy
Corbitt Taylor was a 24-year-old sharecropper
who was gang-raped in September 1944 in
Abbeville, Alabama. Her attackers were local
white teenagers who were never indicted,
despite the efforts of Rosa Parks (then an
investigator for the NAACP), a nationwide
campaign that brought attention to this
miscarriage of justice and even a confession
from one assailant. The case received renewed
public attention with a 2010 book, a 2017
documentary and when Taylor was mentioned
by Oprah Winfrey during her acceptance
speech for the Cecil B. DeMille Award at the 2018
Golden Globes. The movie comes on your
stations next week July 2nd. Please watch and
share with your babies.
Remember - "The people who done this to me …
they can’t do no apologizing. Most of them is
gone." - Recy Taylor
Today in our History - June 30, 2010 - Taylor's case,
despite the involvement of Rosa Parks and the

NAACP, faded from public attention as the 1940s
progressed. But with the publication of At the
Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape, and
Resistance — a New History of the Civil Rights
Movement from Rosa Parks to the Rise of Black
Power (June 30, 2010), historian Danielle L.
McGuire brought fresh attention to Taylor's
ordeal. McGuire was able to unearth primary
documents and linked activist work on Taylor's
case to the Civil Rights Movement.
Director Nancy Buirski read McGuire's book,
which inspired her to make the documentary The
Rape of Recy Taylor (2017). The movie contains
interviews with Taylor, her brother and sister, as
well as talks with family members of the accused
rapists, to shine a light on both the attack and
what caused such a miscarriage of justice.
Taylor's attack began on the night of September
3, 1944, as she was walking home from a church
revival meeting with two companions. A car that
had been following the threesome stopped, and
the occupants — seven white teenagers armed
with guns and knives — accused Taylor of an
attack that had taken place earlier in the day.
Held at gunpoint, Taylor had no choice but to
get into the car.
Instead of taking her to the police station, as
they'd said, the teens took Taylor to a secluded
area. Though she begged for mercy, they forced
her to undress, and at least six raped her for
several hours (one kidnapper would later say he
did not participate in the sexual assault because
he knew Taylor). Taylor said they threatened to
kill her if she spoke out about what had
happened before leaving her blindfolded at the
side of a lonely road.
Taylor's father, who'd been informed of the
abduction, found her making her way home.
Despite the warning, Taylor related details of the
attack to her father, husband and the sheriff. She
couldn't name her rapists but told the sheriff the
car she'd been in was a green Chevrolet; he
recognized the vehicle and brought Hugo Wilson
to Taylor, who identified him as one of her
assailants.
Wilson named the others who'd been with him:
Herbert Lovett, Dillard York, Luther Lee, Willie Joe
Culpepper, Robert Gamble and Billy Howerton
(Howerton was the one who said he didn't take
part in the rape). However, Wilson also claimed
that they had paid Taylor to have sex. (Though
Taylor was known to be a diligent worker and

208
dedicated churchgoer, the sheriff and others
would eventually make false claims that Taylor
had been jailed and had a history of venereal
disease.)
Taylor's house was soon firebombed, so she, her
husband and daughter had to move in with her
father and younger siblings. To protect his family,
Taylor's father maintained an armed vigil at night
and slept during the day.
Rosa Parks (a victim of attempted rape herself
who documented such crimes against black
women) came from the Montgomery chapter of
the NAACP to talk with Taylor. The official
investigation didn't even include a lineup for
Taylor to try to identify her attackers. The grand
jury met in early October, but only Taylor and her
associates testified, and no indictments were
issued.
Parks and other activists formed the "Committee
for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor" to bring
attention to the case. There were committee
branches in multiple states, and well-known
people such as W.E.B. DuBois, Mary Church Terrell
and Langston Hughes got involved. Alabama
Governor Chauncey Sparks received numerous
telegrams, postcards and petitions calling for
justice.
An article in the Chicago Defender highlighted
how Taylor and her husband had been offered
money to "forget" the rape. And some writers
drew attention to the fact that America was
fighting fascism abroad during World War II while
taking no steps to ensure that every citizen at
home would be treated fairly and equally under
the law.
Governor Sparks did order a private investigation;
Willie Joe Culpepper even corroborated Taylor's
version of her ordeal, admitting, "She was crying
and asking us to let her go home to her husband
and baby." Yet a second grand jury still failed to
provide indictments in February 1945 (like the first,
the members were all white and male, and some
had family connections to the accused).
Sadly, after Taylor's attack there was a consistent
supply of new crimes — from black women who
were sexually assaulted to black men lynched
following unfounded accusations of sexual
crimes — to draw activist attention, and her case
faded from public view.
With help from Rosa Parks, Taylor spent a few
months in Montgomery before returning to an

area filled with people who'd contributed to her
case passing without justice. Taylor ended up
moving to Florida in 1965, where she found work
picking oranges. She remained in Florida until her
health worsened and relatives brought her back
to Abbeville.
Through the years, the memory of her assault
lingered for Taylor. But she was thankful she
hadn't been killed, telling NPR's Michel Martin in
2011, "They was talking about killing me … but the
Lord is just with me that night."
Recy Corbitt Taylor (1919-2017). Make it a
champion day!

JULY
Today, I want to
share with you the
story of one of my
childhood hero's
Justice Thurgood
Marshall, the first
black nominated to
the United States
Supreme Court
announces his
retirement from the
bench.
Remember - "I deny each and every single
allegation against me today that suggested in
any way that I had conversations of a sexual
nature or about pornographic material with
Anita Hill, that I ever attempted to date her, that I
ever had any personal sexual interest in her, or
that I in any way ever harassed her." "This is a
case in which this sleaze, this dirt, was searched
for by staffers of members of this committee. It
was then leaked to the media. And this
committee and this body validated it and
displayed it in prime time over our entire nation.
This hearing is a type of "high tech lynching" Clarence Thomas
Today in our History - July 1, 1991 - Supreme Court
Justice Thurgood Marshall is replaced.
On July 1, 1991, President George H. W. Bush
nominated Clarence Thomas for the Supreme
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Court of the United States to replace Thurgood
Marshall, who had announced his retirement. The
nomination proceedings were contentious from
the start, especially over the issue of abortion,
and many women's groups and civil rights groups
opposed Thomas on the basis of his conservative
political views, as they had also opposed Bush's
Supreme Court nominee from the previous year,
David Souter.
Toward the end of the confirmation hearings,
behavior allegations by Anita Hill, a law professor
who had previously worked under Thomas at the
United States Department of Education and then
at the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC), were leaked to the media
from a confidential FBI report. The allegations led
to a media frenzy about sexual harassment, and
further investigations. Televised hearings were reopened and held by the Senate Judiciary
Committee before the nomination was moved to
the full Senate for a vote. Thomas was confirmed
by a narrow majority of 52 to 48.
Public interest in, and debate over, Hill's
testimony is said by some to have launched
modern-day public awareness of the issue of
sexual harassment in the United States. Some also
link this to what is known as the Year of the
Woman (1992), when a significant number of
liberal women were simultaneously elected to
Congress. Some also called these women the
"Anita Hill Class".
The case influenced the coverage of the
allegations of sexual harassment against Bill

Clinton in the 1990s. Research more about the
Thomas - Hill Hearings or watch one of the three
movies about this part of history and share with
your babies. Make It A Champion Day!

Today, I will share with you a crazy time in East St.
Louis, IL. years before what happens in Tulsa, OK.
Remember - " They were dragging us from our
homes and killing us. Where is the President to
help us?” - Unknown
Today in our History - July 2, 1917 - East Saint Louis
go on a people hunt.
The city of East St. Louis, Illinois was the scene of
one of the bloodiest race riots in the 20th
century. Racial tensions began to increase in
February 1917 when 470 African American
workers were hired to replace white workers who
had gone on strike against the Aluminum Ore
Company.
The violence started on May 28th, 1917, shortly
after a city council meeting was called. Angry
white workers lodged formal complaints against
black migrations to the Mayor of East St. Louis.
After the meeting had ended, news of an
attempted robbery of a white man by an armed
black man began to circulate through the city.
As a result of this news, white mobs formed and
rampaged through downtown, beating all
African Americans who were found. The mobs
also stopped trolleys and streetcars, pulling black
passengers out and beating them on the streets
and sidewalks. Illinois Governor Frank O. Lowden
eventually called in the National Guard to quell
the violence, and the mobs slowly dispersed. The
May 28th disturbances were only a prelude to
the violence that erupted on July 2, 1917.
After the May 28th riots, little was done to prevent
any further problems. No precautions were taken
to ensure white job security or to grant union
recognition. This further increased the alreadyhigh level of hostilities towards African Americans.
No reforms were made in police force which did
little to quell the violence in May. Governor
Lowden ordered the National Guard out of the
city on June 10th, leaving residents of East St.
Louis in an uneasy state of high racial tension.
On July 2, 1917, the violence resumed. Men,
women, and children were beaten and shot to
death. Around six o’ clock that evening, white
mobs began to set fire to the homes of black
residents. Residents had to choose between
burning alive in their homes, or run out of the
burning houses, only to be met by gunfire. In
other parts of the city, white mobs began to
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lynch African Americans against the backdrop of
burning buildings. As darkness came and the
National Guard returned, the violence began to
wane, but did not come to a complete stop.
In response to the rioting, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) sent W.E.B. DuBois and Martha
Gruening to investigate the incident. They
compiled a report entitled “Massacre at East St.
Louis,” which was published in the NAACP’s
magazine, The Crisis. The NAACP also staged a
silent protest march in New York City in response
to the violence. Thousands of well-dressed
African Americans marched down Fifth Avenue,
showing their concern about the events in East
St. Louis.
The Universal Negro Improvement Association
(UNIA) also responded to the violence. On July
8th, 1917, the UNIA’s President, Marcus Garvey
said “This is a crime against the laws of humanity;
it is a crime against the laws of the nation, it is a
crime against Nature, and a crime against the
God of all mankind.” He also believed that the
entire riot was part of a larger conspiracy against
African Americans who migrated North in search
of a better life: “The whole thing, my friends, is a
bloody farce, and that the police and soldiers
did nothing to stem the murder thirst of the mob
is a conspiracy on the part of the civil authorities
to condone the acts of the white mob against
Negroes.”
A year after the riot, a Special Committee
formed by the United States House of
Representatives launched an investigation into
police actions during the East St. Louis Riot.
Investigators found that the National Guard and
also the East St. Louis police force had not acted
adequately during the riots, revealing that the
police often fled from the scenes of murder and
arson. Some even fled from stationhouses and
refused to answer calls for help. The investigation
resulted in the indictment of several members of
the East St. Louis police force.
Research more about race riots in America and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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colonists, but all his petitions were rejected. When
the British Army left Boston in 1776, this Lodge, No.
441, granted Prince Hall and his brethren
authority to meet as African Lodge No. 1 (Under
Dispensation), to go in procession on St. John’s
Day, and as a Lodge to bury their dead; but they
could not confer degrees nor perform any other
Masonic “work.”
Besides Hall, the other black Masons were Cyrus
Forbes; Bristol Stenzer; Thomas Sanderson; Prince
Taylor; Cato Gardner; Boston Smith; Peter Best;
Fortune Howard; Prince Reed; John Carter; Peter
Freeman; Benjamin Tyler; Cuff Bufform; and
Richard Tilledge. For eight years these brethren,
together with others who had received their
degrees elsewhere, assembled and enjoyed their
limited privileges as Masons.

Today, I would like to tell you a story about a
"Secret Society", One that goes back from across
the waters and back to Europe and Africa. Many
of you have family members who are and were
part of this organization. Enjoy!
Remember - " Let us have two houses of
knowledge, that will give a foundation. - Prince
Hall
Today in our History - July 3,1775 - Prince Hall and
fourteen other Blacks were initiated into British
Military Lodge No. 441 of the Masons at Fort
Independence, Massachusetts. Hall was a
leather-dresser and caterer. On July 3, 1775,
African Lodge No.1 was organized in Boston by a
group of Black Masons.
Throughout North America, the Caribbean and
Europe there are Freemasons whose lineage
began here in Boston in 1775, when Prince Hall
and 14 other freed black men secured a charter
to join the international association.
The history of the Prince Hall Masons is
exceptional, especially given the time in this
country when the Lodge was founded.
On March 6, 1775, Prince Hall and 14 freed black
men were made Masons by Worshipful Master
John Batt of Army Lodge No. 441 of the 38th
Regiment of Foot of the British Army. The Army
Lodge’s Charter was under the Grand Lodge of
Ireland Constitution.
As a new Master Mason, Prince Hall petitioned
membership in the Masonic Lodges headed by

Thirty-three Masons were listed on the rolls of
African Lodge No.1 on Jan. 14, 1779. Finally, on
March 2, 1784, Prince Hall petitioned the Grand
Lodge of England, through a Worshipful Master of
a subordinate Lodge in London (William Moody
of Brotherly Love Lodge No. 55) for a warrant or
charter. On Sept. 29, 1784 a charter was issued to
the African Lodge, making it a regular Lodge
with all the rights and privileges of any Lodge in
the world.
The Warrant to African Lodge No. 459 of Boston is
the most significant and highly prized document
known to the Prince Hall Masonic fraternity. It was
delivered in Boston on April 29, 1787 by Captain
James Scott, brother-in-law of John Hancock
and master of the Neptune. African Lodge of
Boston became the “Mother Lodge” of the
Prince Hall Family.
All of this took place at a time in American history
when it wasn’t safe for black men to be speaking
with, much less asking for favors from, the British.
But it was also a time when free black men very
much needed a means by which to advance
the cause of black equality. Boston was a major
port for selling slaves in the North. Black Codes
were enacted by all the colonies, curtailing the
movement of blacks, both free and slave,
especially after dark.
Prince Hall looked to the Fraternal Order of Free
and Accepted Masons because the chief
purpose of Freemasonry is benevolence and
charity to all mankind. Hall was convinced that
Freemasonry’s ideals for the betterment of man
made it an ideal organization to advance the
cause of black equality in the colonies.

Today, the Prince Hall Masonic Order spans
across all 50 states in the U.S. as well as Lodges in
Canada, the West Indies, the Bahamas, Europe,
and Asia. There are over 250,000 Prince Hall
Masons worldwide, working in more than 5,000
Lodges that can trace their roots to African
Lodge No. 459 which, as the Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, is located here in
Boston, at 24 Washington St. in Grove Hall.
Research more about The Masonic Order and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today is the
242th
birthday of
this grand
experiment,
where the
people of 12
of the 13
colonies told the realm of England that they
wanted their freedom. (Georgia did not attend
the first Continental Congress because of fighting
conflict with the Creek Indians. They did send
representatives to the second Congress. Also, 124
years later "The Fight of the Century" would place
heaveyweight boxer Jack Johson on a road to
disaster. Enjoy!
Remember - "I'm Jack Johnson. Heavyweight
champion of the world. I'm black. They never let
me forget it. I'm black all right! I'll never let them
forget it! - John Arthur Johnson (Jack Johnson) World Heavyweight Champion
Today in our History - July 4,1910 - " The Fight of
the Century"
John Arthur Johnson (March 31, 1878 – June 10,
1946), nicknamed the Galveston Giant, was an
American boxer who, at the height of the Jim
Crow era, became the first African American
world heavyweight boxing champion (1908–
1915). Among the period's most dominant
champions, Johnson remains a boxing legend,
with his 1910 fight against James J. Jeffries
dubbed the "fight of the century". According to
filmmaker Ken Burns, "for more than thirteen
years, Jack Johnson was the most famous and
the most notorious African-American on Earth".
Transcending boxing, he became part of the
culture and the history of racism in America.
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The fight took place on July 4, 1910, in front of
20,000 people, at a ring built just for the occasion
in downtown Reno, Nevada. Jeffries proved
unable to impose his will on the younger
champion and Johnson dominated the fight. By
the 15th round, after Jeffries had been knocked
down twice for the first time in his career, Jeffries'
corner threw in the towel to end the fight and
prevent Jeffries from having a knockout on his
record. Johnson later remarked he knew the fight
was over in the 4th round when he landed an
uppercut and saw the look on Jeffries face,
stating, "I knew what that look meant. The old
ship was sinking." Afterwards, Jeffries was
humbled by the loss and what he'd seen of
Johnson in their match. "I could never have
whipped Johnson at my best", Jeffries said. "I
couldn't have hit him. No, I couldn't have
reached him in 1,000 years."
The "Fight of the Century" earned Johnson
$65,000 and silenced the critics, who had
belittled Johnson's previous victory over Tommy
Burns as "empty", claiming that Burns was a false
champion since Jeffries had retired undefeated.
John L. Sullivan commented after the fight that
Johnson won deservedly, fairly, and convincingly.
Johnson was inducted into the Boxing Hall of
Fame in 1954 and is on the roster of both the
International Boxing Hall of Fame and the World
Boxing Hall of Fame. In 2005, the United States
National Film Preservation Board deemed the film
of the 1910 Johnson-Jeffries fight "historically
significant" and put it in the National Film Registry.
During his boxing career, Jack Johnson fought
114 fights, winning 80 matches, 45 by knockouts.
Johnson's skill as a fighter and the money that it
brought made it impossible for him to be ignored
by the establishment. In the short term, the
boxing world reacted against Johnson's legacy.
But Johnson foreshadowed one of the most
famous boxers of all time, Muhammad Ali. In fact,
Ali often spoke of how he was influenced by
Jack Johnson. Ali identified with Johnson
because he felt America ostracized him in the
same manner because of his opposition to the
Vietnam War and affiliation with the Nation of
Islam. Research more about Jack Johnson and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, let me
tell you the
story of the
first Black
major tennis
pro, who had
to be
respected
because hw
was #1
ranked in the
world. Using
his platform
to help
support human rights issues at the time. Enjoy!
Remember - " If I was not able to play tennis, I
would still speak out on the problems around the
world that are effecting our people" - Arthur Ashe
Today in our History - July 5, 1975 - upset Jimmy
Connors in the Wimbledon finals.
Arthur Ashe is the first African American to win
the men's singles at Wimbledon and the U.S.
Open, and the first African American man to be
ranked No. 1 in the world.
Born on July 10, 1943, in Richmond, Virginia,
Arthur Ashe became the first, and is still the only,
African American male tennis player to win the
U.S. Open and Wimbledon. He is also the first
African American man to be ranked as the No. 1
tennis player in the world. Always an activist,
when Ashe learned that he had contracted AIDS
via a blood transfusion, he turned his efforts to
raising awareness about the disease, before
finally succumbing to it on February 6, 1993.
In 1975 Ashe registered another upset by beating
Jimmy Connors in the Wimbledon finals, marking
another pioneering achievement within the
African American community — becoming the
first African American male player to win
Wimbledon — which, like his U.S. Open victory,
remains unmatched. That same year (1975), Ashe
became the first African American man to be
ranked No. 1 in the world. Ten years later, in 1985,
he would become the first African American
man to be inducted into the International Tennis
Hall of Fame.
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For Ashe,
however,
success also
brought
opportunity
and
responsibility.
He didn't relish
his status as
the sole black
star in a game
dominated by
white players,
but he didn't
run away from
it either. With
his unique
pulpit, he
pushed to
create inner
city tennis programs for youth; helped found the
Association of Men's Tennis Professionals; and
spoke out against apartheid in South Africa —
even going so far as to successfully lobby for a
visa so he could visit and play tennis there.
Ashe's causes were shaped by both his own
personal story and his health. In 1979 he retired
from competition after suffering a heart attack
and wrote a history of African American athletes:
A Hard Road to Glory (three volumes, published
in 1988). He also served as national campaign
chairman of the American Heart
Association.Ashe was plagued with health issues
over the last 14 years of his life. After undergoing
a quadruple bypass operation in 1979, he had a
second bypass operation in 1983. In 1988 he
underwent emergency brain surgery after
experiencing paralysis of his right arm. A biopsy
taken during a hospital stay revealed that Ashe
had AIDS. Doctors soon discovered that Ashe
had contracted HIV, the virus that causes AIDS,
from a transfusion of blood that he was given
during his second heart operation.
In his first tournament, Ashe reached the junior
national championships. Driven to excel, he
eventually moved to St. Louis to work closely with
another coach, winning the junior national title in
1960 and again in 1961. Ranked the fifth best
junior player in the country, Ashe accepted a
scholarship at the University of California, Los
Angeles, where he graduated with a degree in
business administration.

In addition to his pioneering tennis career, Ashe is
remembered as an inspirational figure. He once
said: "True heroism is remarkably sober, very
undramatic. It is not the urge to surpass all others
at whatever cost, but the urge to serve others at
whatever cost." He also offered words about
achieving success: "One important key to
success is self-confidence. An important key to
self-confidence is preparation." Research more
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I want to share a reminder to you that
when you love what you do and do it well, you
will never work you have found your passion and
are living it to it's fullist. This man was one of those
rare people. Enjoy!
Remember - "Musicians don’t retire; they just stop
when there is no more music in them" – Louis
Armstrong
Today in our History - July 6, 1971 - SATCHMO
DIES!
Louis was a trumpeter, bandleader, singer, soloist,
film star and comedian. Considered one of the
most influential artists in jazz history, he is known
for songs like "Star Dust," "La Vie En Rose" and
"What a Wonderful World."
Louis Armstrong, nicknamed, "Satchmo," "Pops",
and, later, "Ambassador Satch," was born in 1901
in New Orleans, Louisiana. An all-star virtuoso, he
came to prominence in the 1920s, influencing
countless musicians with both his daring trumpet
style and unique vocals.
Armstrong's charismatic stage presence
impressed not only the jazz world but all of
popular music. He recorded several songs
throughout his career, including he is known for
songs like "Star Dust," "La Vie En Rose" and "What
a Wonderful World." Armstrong died at his home
in Queens, New York, on July 6, 1971.
Louis Armstrong was born on August 4, 1901, in
New Orleans, Louisiana, in a section so poor that
it was nicknamed "The Battlefield."
Armstrong had a difficult childhood. His father
was a factory worker and abandoned the family
soon after Louis's birth; his mother, who often
turned to prostitution, frequently left him with his
maternal grandmother. Armstrong was obligated
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to leave school in the fifth grade to begin
working.
A local Jewish family, the Karnofskys, gave young
Armstrong a job collecting junk and delivering
coal. They also encouraged him to sing and
often invited him into their home for meals.
While he still had to work odd jobs selling
newspapers and hauling coal to the city's famed
red-light district, Armstrong began earning a
reputation as a fine blues player. One of the
greatest cornet players in town, Joe "King" Oliver,
began acting as a mentor to the young
Armstrong, showing him pointers on the horn and
occasionally using him as a sub.
By the end of his teens, Armstrong had grown up
fast. In 1918, he married Daisy Parker, a prostitute,
commencing a stormy union marked by many
arguments and acts of violence.
Beginning in 1919, Armstrong spent his summers
playing on riverboats with a band led by Fate
Marable. It was on the riverboat that Armstrong
honed his music reading skills and eventually had
his first encounters with other jazz legends,
including Bix Beiderbecke and Jack Teagarden.
Though Armstrong was content to remain in New
Orleans, in the summer of 1922, he received a
call from King Oliver to come to Chicago and
join his Creole Jazz Band on second cornet.
Armstrong accepted, and he was soon taking
Chicago by storm with both his remarkably fiery
playing and the dazzling two-cornet breaks that
he shared with Oliver. He made his first recordings
with Oliver on April 5, 1923; that day, he earned
his first recorded solo on "Chimes Blues."
Armstrong soon began dating the female pianist
in the band, Lillian Hardin. After they married in
1924, Hardin made it clear that she felt Oliver was
holding Armstrong back. She pushed her
husband to cut ties with his mentor and join
Fletcher Henderson's Orchestra, the top African
American dance band in New York City at the
time.
While in New York, Armstrong cut dozens of
records as a sideman, creating inspirational jazz
with other greats such as Sidney Bechet, and
backing numerous blues singers, namely Bessie
Smith.
By 1968, Armstrong's grueling lifestyle had finally
caught up with him. Heart and kidney problems
forced him to stop performing in 1969. That same
year, his longtime manager, Joe Glaser, passed
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Today, I would
like to remind
you of a great
American
poet and
writer. She also
taught on the
University level
and she was
sued in court
by the wife of
Richard Wright
and she sued
Alex Haley in
court. If you
never heard of
her or if you
fogotten this is

away. Armstrong spent much of that year at
home but managed to continue practicing the
trumpet daily.
By the summer of 1970, Armstrong was allowed to
perform publicly again and play the trumpet.
After a successful engagement in Las Vegas,
Armstrong began taking engagements around
the world, including in London and Washington,
D.C. and New York (he performed for two weeks
at New York's Waldorf-Astoria. However, a heart
attack two days after the Waldorf gig sidelined
him for two months.
Armstrong returned home in May 1971, and
though he soon resumed playing again and
promised to perform in public once more, he
died in his sleep on July 6, 1971, at his home in
Queens, New York.
Since his death, Armstrong's stature has only
continued to grow. In the 1980s and '90s, younger
African American jazz musicians like Wynton
Marsalis, Jon Faddis and Nicholas Payton began
speaking about Armstrong's importance, both as
a musician and a human being.
A series of new biographies on Armstrong made
his role as a civil rights pioneer abundantly clear
and, subsequently, argued for an embrace of his
entire career's output, not just the revolutionary
recordings from the 1920s.
Armstrong's home in Corona, Queens was
declared a National Historic Landmark in 1977;
today, the house is home to the Louis Armstrong
House Museum, which annually receives
thousands of visitors from all over the world.
One of the most important figures in 20th century
music, Armstrong's innovations as a trumpeter
and vocalist are widely recognized today and
will continue to be for decades to come.
Research more about this great Anerican hero
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

a great read. Enjoy!
Remember - "When I was about eight, I decided
that the most wonderful thing, next to a human
being, was a book." - Margaret Walker
Today in our History - July 7,1915 Margaret Walker (Margaret Abigail Walker
Alexander by marriage; July 7, 1915 – November
30, 1998) was an American poet and writer. She
was part of the African American literary
movement in Chicago, known as the Chicago
Black Renaissance. Her notable works include the
award-winning poem For My People (1942) and
the novel Jubilee (1966), set in the South during
the American Civil War.
Walker was born in Texas, Alabama, to Sigismund
C. Walker, a minister, and Marion (née Dozier)
Walker, who helped their daughter by teaching
her philosophy and poetry as a child. Her family
moved to New Orleans when Walker was a
young girl. She attended school there, including
several years of college, before she moved north
to Chicago.
In 1935, Walker received her Bachelor of Arts
Degree from Northwestern University. In 1936 she
began work with the Federal Writers' Project
under the Works Progress Administration of the
President Franklin D. Roosevelt administration
during the Great Depression. She was a member
of the South Side Writers Group, which included
authors such as Richard Wright, Arna Bontemps,
Fenton Johnson, Theodore Ward, and Frank
Marshall Davis.

In 1942, she received her master's degree in
creative writing from the University of Iowa. In
1965, she returned to that school to earn her
Ph.D.
Walker married Firnist Alexander in 1943 and
moved to Mississippi to be with him. They had
four children together and lived in the capital of
Jackson.
Walker became a literature professor at what is
today Jackson State University, a historically
black college, where she taught from 1949 to
1979. In 1968, Walker founded the Institute for the
Study of History, Life, and Culture of Black People
(now the Margaret Walker Center) and her
personal papers are now stored there. In 1976,
she went on to serve as the Institute's director.
In 1942, Walker's poetry collection For My People
won the Yale Series of Younger Poets
Competition under the judgeship of editor
Stephen Vincent Benet, thus making her the first
black woman to receive a national writing prize.
Her For My People was considered the "most
important collection of poetry written by a
participant in the Black Chicago Renaissance
before Gwendolyn Brooks's A Street in
Bronzeville." Richard Barksdale says: "The [title]
poem was written when "world-wide pain, sorrow,
and affliction were tangibly evident, and few
could isolate the Black man's dilemma from
humanity's dilemma during the depression years
or during the war years." He said that the power
of resilience presented in the poem is a hope
Walker holds out not only to black people, but to
all people, to "all the Adams and Eves."
Walker's second published book (and only
novel), Jubilee (1966), is the story of a slave family
during and after the Civil War and is based on
her great-grandmother's life. It took her thirty
years to write. Roger Whitlow says: "It serves
especially well as a response to white 'nostalgia'
fiction about the antebellum and Reconstruction
South."
This book is considered important in African
American literature and Walker is an influential
figure for younger authors. She was the first of a
generation of women who started publishing
more novels in the 1970s.
In 1975, Walker released three albums of poetry
on Folkways Records – Margaret Walker
Alexander Reads Poems of Paul Laurence
Dunbar and James Weldon Johnson and
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Langston Hughes; Margaret Walker Reads
Margaret Walker and Langston Hughes; and The
Poetry of Margaret Walker.
Walker received a Candace Award from the
National Coalition of 100 Black Women in 1989. In
1978, Margaret Walker sued Alex Haley, claiming
that his 1976 novel Roots: The Saga of an
American Family had violated Jubilee's copyright
by borrowing from her novel. The case was
dismissed.
In 1991 Walker was sued by Ellen Wright, the
widow of Richard Wright, on the grounds that
Walker's use of unpublished letters and an
unpublished journal in a just-published biography
of Wright violated the widow's copyright. Wright
v. Warner Books was dismissed by the district
court, and this judgment was supported by the
appeals court.
Walker died of breast cancer in Chicago, Illinois,
in 1998, aged 83. Walker was inducted into The
Chicago Literary Hall of Fame in 2014. Research
more about this great American poet and writer.
Please share with your babies and make it a
champion day!

Today, let me share with you a story of a Black
Inventor, who had two great ideas that are still
used today. One by masons or construction
workers for finishing walls and the other by
elementary school students. Enjoy!
Remember - "I love coming up with Ideas that will
make a project be done more safely, quicker
and cheeper" - John Lee Love
Today in our History - July 8, 1895 Black Inventor John Lee Love - Invents The
Plasterer's Hawk -

John Lee Love - Inventor (d. 1931)
John Lee Love was a carpenter in Fall River,
Massachusetts, who invented a couple of
devices. In 1895, Lee patented a lightweight
plasterer's hawk. In 1897, he patented a portable
pencil sharpener known as the "Love Sharpener."
Lee died in a car and train collision in North
Carolina on December 26, 1931.
Little is known about the life of John Lee Love, the
inventor of the portable pencil sharpener. It is
speculated that he was born sometime during
the reconstruction period - between 1865-1877.
Love later worked as a carpenter in the
community of Fall River, Massachusetts.
On July 8,1895, he created and patented an
improved plasterer's hawk, used by plasterers
and masons. Love's design featured a
detachable handle and a foldable aluminum
board, making it portable and lightweight.
A plasterer's hawk - also known as a hand board
- is a small, square, hand-held surface on which a
load of plaster or mortar is carried. It is used in
tasks such as the skimming (plastering) of walls or
pointing of brickwork (filling gaps between bricks
on the face of a wall). It has a straight handle
underneath for carrying.
It is thought that the name "hawk" derives from
the way that the object sits - like a hawker's bird on the arm, and also from the "assistant" role that
they play - like the birds - in helping their owner
do their job.
A hawk is often used alongside a larger mixing
(or spot) board, onto which building compounds,
such as plaster, are poured. These boards are
much larger and hold the bulk of the mixture
throughout the job. Mixing boards are often
mounted on a stand or trestle, to make them
easier to use.
Unlike a mixing board, a plasterer's hawk is small
enough to carry around the room as you work
and you can hold it close to the wall being
plastered, preventing plaster spillage from the
trowel. It is repeatedly loaded from the main
board throughout the job. In pointing, again, the
hawk is loaded with small quantities of mortar
from the mixing board and is carried close to the
wall.
What is the difference between a hawk and a
float?
Hawks are different from plasterer's floats, which
are small rectangular boards with a curved

217
handle underneath. These are smoothed over
freshly applied plaster when it has firmed up, to
level out irregularities in the surface.
Love’s second invention was his most successful,
the pencil sharpener even though both are still
being used today in 2018.Love hired lawyers from
New York and Boston firms to represent him while
applying for both of his patents.
Love died along with nine other passengers on
December 26, 1931, when the car they were
riding in collided with a train near Charlotte,
North Carolina. Reports from the time indicate
that he was not married. Research more about
Black Inventors and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

Today, I
would like
to remind
you that in
Hollywood,
actors of
color over
the last 25
years have
been
winning a
lot more
Academy
Awards. Do
you know
who was
the first Black Man to receive one? Enjoy!
Remember - " Many people of my my race
called me all kinds of bad names for the work
that I was doing in Hollywood. That hurts because
I only wanted to act and find/keep work. - James
Baskett
Today in our History - July 9, 2018 James Baskett, the first male African American to
win an Academy Award, was born in
Indianapolis, Indiana on February 16, 1904. After
high school Baskett planned to study pharmacy,
but after he was offered a small part in a show in
Chicago, Illinois his career path was forever
changed. Baskett continued to take small roles in
Chicago plays for a time, but later he went to
New York City, New York and joined the

Lafayette Players Stock Company, where he
stayed for many years.
Baskett first appeared on film in a feature role in
Harlem is Heaven and continued on in such films
as Policy Man and Straight to Heaven. Baskett
was not confined to film and theater; he also
played Gabby Gibson, a slick-talking lawyer on
the popular radio program Amos 'n' Andy.
Baskett is best remembered for his portrayal of
Uncle Remus in Disney's 1946 picture Song of the
South. Baskett had actually only tested earlier for
a minor role, but Disney remembered him and he
was asked play as Uncle Remus. In 1947, after
some lobbying by popular Hollywood columnist
Hedda Hopper, Baskett was awarded a special
Academy Award "for his able and heartwarming
characterization of Uncle Remus, friend and
storyteller to the children of the world." Yet,
although the film was praised by the academy,
Baskett and Disney both met with heavy criticism
from many in the African American community
who felt that the film was rife with racist
undertones and that it encouraged harmful
stereotypes. The debate over Song of the South
continues, and due to this Disney has refused to
release the film on home video in the United
States. James Baskett passed away on July 9,
1948. Research more about Black Actors and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

This morning I
want to tell you a
story about a
native of Trenton,
N.J. who goes on
to be the Mayor
of "The Big Apple"
- Enjoy!
Remember - "I
was born and
raised in Trenton,
N.J. then my
mother came
here to New York. She and my grandmother
were domestics, cooking, cleaning for other
people." - Mayor David Dinkins (NYC)

218
Today in our History - July 10, 1989 - New York City
Annouces First Black Mayor. He is from Trenton,
N.J.
Dinkins, David N. (1927- ) - In 1989, David N.
Dinkins defeated his challenger, former federal
prosecutor Rudolph (Rudy) Giuliani, to become
the first African American mayor of New York
City.
David Norman Dinkins was born in Trenton, New
Jersey in 1927. After graduating from high school,
he enlisted in the Marine Corps at 18 and served
briefly in World War II. After the war, he attended
Howard University, graduating with a B.A. in
Mathematics in 1950. Dinkins moved to New York
City and received a law degree from the
Brooklyn Law School in 1956. Dinkins is a member
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.
David Dinkins’s political career began when he
joined the Carver Club headed by a charismatic
politician, J. Raymond Jones who was known as
the Harlem Fox. Dinkins befriended three up and
coming black New York politicians; Charles
Rangel, Basil Paterson, Sr., and Percy Sutton. In
1965, Dinkins won his first electoral office, a seat
in the New York State Assembly. Shortly
afterwards Dinkins was offered the position of
deputy mayor of New York by then Mayor
Abraham Beam. Dinkins could not accept the
post when it was revealed he had not paid
income taxes for the past four years.
Dinkins did manage to secure the position of city
clerk for New York which he held from 1975 to
1985. On his third run for the office, Dinkins was
elected Manhattan’s Borough President in 1985.
In 1989, Dinkins decided to run for Mayor of New
York. He surprised political observers by defeating
three-time incumbent Mayor Ed Koch in the
Democratic primaries. Despite facing a strong
Republican challenger in former federal
prosecutor Rudolph Giuliani, Dinkins narrowly won
the mayor’s race.
Dinkins presided over a city well known for its
municipal crises. His term, however, was
particularly turbulent because an
unprecedented crack epidemic and the
resulting drug wars swept through the city.
Especially affected were the impoverished
African American and Puerto Rican
neighborhoods that formed the core of Dinkins’s
constituency. The crack epidemic also spawned
a crime wave that exacerbated racial tensions.

Two episodes particularly tested the Mayor’s
ability to be an effective municipal leader. In
1989, shortly after Dinkins took office, a young
white woman was allegedly raped and
brutalized by marauding black youth in Central
Park. Months later a black teenager was
murdered when he ventured into a white ethnic
Brooklyn neighborhood. In both episodes Dinkins
calmed racial tensions and earned an image as
a peacemaker. Although Dinkins presided over a
decrease in crime in the city, balanced the city
budget by turning a $1.8 billion dollar deficit into
a $200 million surplus, and maintained racial
peace after the Rodney King verdict sparked
rioting in a number of cities across the nation, he
never completely shed his image as an
ineffective political leader. The 1993 election
proved a political rematch of 1989. This time,
however, Rudolph Giuliani narrowly defeated
David Dinkins for the Mayor’s office.
Former Mayor Dinkins accepted a professorship
at Columbia University’s Center for Urban
Research and Policy in 1994. Although he has
endorsed various political candidates and
clashed with fellow New Yorker and Presidential
aspirant Al Shapton, Dinkins has not sought
elective office. Research more about African American Mayors in other cities across American.
Make it a champion day!

Today, I
want to
tell you
about a
great
American
who was
the first
female
bishop of
the AME
Church.

Remember - " Doing God's work and lifting
people up is the way I show Love. - Vashti
Murphy McKenzie
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Today in our History - On July 11, 2000 - Journalist
and clergywoman Vashti Murphy McKenzie
became the first female bishop of the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church. In 2005 she
became the denomination’s first woman to serve
as Titular Head. Her commitment to community
development is evident in her work with urban
American cities as well as in AIDS-stricken Africa.
Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie was born on May
28, 1947 into a prominent Baltimore, Maryland
family. Her great-grandfather John Henry
Murphy, Sr. founded the Afro-American
Newspaper in 1892, and her grandmother Vashti
Turly Murphy was a founding member of Delta
Sigma Theta, an African American college
sorority. Bishop McKenzie graduated with a
degree in journalism from the University of
Maryland in 1978. She later earned a master’s of
divinity from Howard University and a doctor of
ministry from United Theological Seminary.
Bishop McKenzie began her career in journalism,
working as a radio and television broadcaster
and newspaper reporter before pursuing studies
in divinity. After being ordained in 1984, she
served as pastor for small congregations before
being assigned in 1990 to the Payne Memorial
AME Church in Baltimore’s inner city. Under her
direction, the congregation grew from 300 to
1,700 members. She initiated community
development projects including job service
programs and a senior care center. Ten years
later, at its annual convention in Cincinnati, the
AME Church elected her to be its first female
bishop, presiding over the 18th Episcopal District
in southeast Africa. In that capacity she was
responsible for several congregations in Africa
comprised of nearly 10,000 people. Her project
initiatives again centered on community
development, encouraging entrepreneurial
business programs and building mission housing.
She also expanded services to homeless children
and those infected with HIV/AIDS.
In 2005 she became the first woman to serve as
Titular Head of the AME Church, overseeing the
Council of Bishops as its president. She currently
presides over the 13th Episcopal District.
She is the author of three books and is married to
Stan McKenzie, a former professional basketball
player who now works alongside of his wife as

Episcopal Supervisor in her district. They have
three children. McKenzie, Vashti. Research more
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story
about New Jersey's largest City. The Riots during
that summer of 1967 not only hit Newark but from
Jersey City down to New Brunswick. I f you lived
in Trenton, our city had a few people around
town but thank God not as bad as North Jersey.
Remember - " It was a scene in the old west,
people shooting at police and police shooting
back" - Mayor Hugh Addonizio of Newark, NJ.
Today in our History - July 12, 1967 - "BURN BABY
BURN"
The Newark Riot of 1967 which took place in
Newark, New Jersey from July 12 through July 17,
1967, was sparked by a display of police brutality.
John Smith, an African American cab driver for
the Safety Cab Company, was arrested on
Wednesday July 12 when he drove his taxi
around a police car and double-parked on 15th
Avenue. According to a police report later
released to the press, the police claimed that
Smith was charged with “tailgating” and driving
in the wrong direction on a one-way street. Smith
was also charged with using offensive language
and physical assault.
A witness who had seen Smith’s arrest called
members of the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE), the United Freedom Party, and the
Newark Community Union Project. These civil
rights leaders were given permission to see Smith
in his 4th Precinct holding cell. After noticing his
injuries inflicted by the police, they demanded
that he be transported to a hospital. Their
demands were granted and Smith was moved to
Beth Israel Hospital in Newark.
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Around 8:00 p.m. black Newark cab drivers
began to circulate the report of Smith’s arrest on
their radios. Word spread down 17th Avenue,
west of the precinct police station where Smith
had been held. Residents in this predominantly
black city recalled a long history of similar events
with the Newark Police. Many of them angrily
gathered on the streets facing the 4th Precinct.
At 11:00 p.m. one of the civil rights leaders
informed the police that a peaceful protest
would be organized across the street from the
precinct. A police officer handed the leader a
bullhorn to address the crowd. Bob Curvin, a
member of CORE, was joined by Timothy Still, the
president of a poverty program, and Oliver
Lofton, who was the administrator of the Newark
Legal Services Project. Although the three
speakers urged a nonviolent protest march, an
unidentified local resident took the bullhorn and
urged violence. Young men from the
neighborhood began to pick up bricks and
bottles and searched for gasoline. Shortly
afterwards, objects were thrown at the precinct
windows.
Shortly after midnight, two Molotov cocktails
were thrown at the precinct. Then a group of 25
people on 17th Avenue began to loot stores. The
looting drew larger crowds and Newark was now
engulfed in rioting.
Despite the violence, on Thursday morning
Newark Mayor announced that Wednesday
night’s activities were isolated incidents and
were not of riot proportions. At 6:00 p.m. Thursday
night, a large group of young kids gathered on
the street where traffic had been blocked. Word
spread along 17th Avenue that people would
again demonstrate against the precinct. Human
Rights Commission Director James Threatt arrived
and told the crowds to disperse. They refused
and rioting commenced for a second night.
After midnight Thursday, looting spread
throughout the major commercial district of the
ghetto in Newark. Groups of young adults
smashed windows while chanting “Black Power.”
At the same time the looting spread, the police
were given clearance to use firearms to defend
themselves. At 2:20 a.m. Mayor Addonizio asked
New Jersey Governor Richard J. Hughes to send
in the National Guard to help in restoring order.
At around 4:00 a.m. a looter was shot while trying
to flee from two police officers. By early Friday
morning five people had been killed and 425

people were jailed. Hundreds were wounded.
More than 3,000 National Guardsmen arrived
later in the day along with five hundred state
troopers. By mid-afternoon, the Guardsmen and
the troopers arrived, formed convoys, and were
moving throughout the city.
Despite the presence of National Guardsmen
and state troopers rioting continued for three
more days. As the riot approached its final hours,
26 people, mostly African Americans, were
reported killed, another 750 were injured and
over 1,000 were jailed. Property damage
exceeded $10 million. The riot, the worst civil
disorder in New Jersey history, ended on July 17,
1967. Research more about this wild time in
"BRICK CITY" and share with your babies. Make it
a champion day!

Today, I want talk about a Congressional law
which kept African slaves in check. When if fact,
slavery was officially barred from the new
western states in 1787. In fact, it did not happen
in this case or in later years, The Louisana
Purchase also did nothing for the Africans. Don't
forget the Dread Scott case that went to The
Supreme Court. Enjoy and learn!
Remember - If we give them (Slaves) an
opportunity to be part of America, it will strive
forward for another 100 years. - Thomas Jefferson
Today in our History - July13, 1787 - The Northwest
Ordinance, passed. Incorporating the Western
Territories.
Under the Treaty of Paris (1783) which ended the
Revolutionary War, Britain relinquished to the
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United States a large tract of land west of the
Appalachian mountains, doubling the size of the
new nation. How would this territory be
incorporated into the United States?
Congressional debates about the division and
government of the new territories resulted in
precedents which were followed throughout the
settlement of the west.
Congress Discusses Slavery in the Western
Territories
[Detail] Resolution for the Exclusion of Slavery in
Future States. New York: s.n., 1785. Library of
Congress, Rare Book and Special Collections
Division.
In 1783, Congress formed a committee to
"prepare a plan for the temporary government of
the western territory." Thomas Jefferson, chairman
of the committee, delivered a report in March
1784 proposing the division of the land into ten
territories, and their eventual admission to the
Union on an equal footing with the original
thirteen states. In addition, Jefferson proposed
the prohibition of slavery in any of the new states.
Congress rejected Jefferson's ban on slavery, but
in 1785 Rufus King attempted to restore it, offering
the displayed resolution. Congress, once again,
rejected the proposal by a slight margin. Slavery
was officially barred from the new western states
in 1787.
Congress Decides How to Divide the Western
Territories
[Detail] An ordinance for ascertaining the mode
of disposing of lands in the Western Territory. New
York : s.n., 1785. LC copy annotated by Rufus
King and by an unknown hand, with some
changes reflected in the ordinance passed May
20 (cf. JCC 477). Library of Congress, Rare Book
and Special Collections Division.
Congressman David Howell of Rhode Island
complained that America's new western
territories were "the most complicated and
embarrassing Subject before Congress since
peace has taken place." Deliberation over what
to do with the territory continued for several
years, but on May 18, 1785, a burst of activity
resulted in a proposal for the orderly settlement
of the western public lands. Rufus King of
Massachusetts, a key figure in the debate, made
many of the notations that appear in the
document's margins. Congress adopted the final
version of the Land Ordinance of 1785 on May
20.

Congress Determines How New States Can Enter
the Union
In 1787, Congress was approached by agents of
the Ohio Company, a group of New England
Revolutionary War veterans seeking to purchase
vast tracts of western land. The prospect of
earning real revenue for the western territories
inspired Congress to resolve the long debate
over the west; the Northwest Ordinance, passed
on July 13, 1787, provided for a government in
the western territories, created a procedure for
the formation of states, established a formal
method for the new states to enter the union as
equals, guaranteed the inhabitants civil and
religious liberties, and prohibited slavery. The
president of Congress, Arthur St. Clair, was
named first governor of the territory. Research
more about this Territorel event and others which
held Balec people and share with your babies.
Make it a champon Day!

Today, I want to
share with you
one of the
saddest sports
stories in Track
and Field that I
have ever
heard. I thought
that sprinter
Jesse Owens
racing a horse
at Monmouth,
NJ Racetrack
and other tracks
around the
States just to
feed his family was sad, but go anyplace and
people will tell you Wilma Rudolph was the first
black woman to win a medal — it’s not true,
Rudolph’s three gold medals in the sprints at the
Rome Olympics in 1960, was 12 years later than
Coachman but Rudolph was on television. Alice
Coachman was not. Enjoy!
Remember - “I had accomplished what I wanted
to do; it was time for me to start looking for a
husband. That was the climax. I won the gold
medal. I proved to my mother, my father, my
coach and everybody else that I had gone to
the end of my rope.” - Alice Coachman
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Today in our History - July 14, 2014 - THE FIRST
BLACK WOMAN TO WIN A GOLD MEDAL AT AN
OLYMPICS DIES!
Alice Coachman became the first African
American woman from any country to win an
Olympic Gold Medal when she competed at the
1948 Summer Olympics in London, UK.
Born November 9, 1923, in Albany, Georgia, to
Evelyn and Fred Coachman, Alice was the fifth of
ten children. As an athletic child of the Jim Crow
South, who was denied access to regular training
facilities, Coachman trained by running on dirt
roads and creating her own hurdles to practice
jumping.
Even though Alice Coachman parents did not
support her interest in athletics, she was
encouraged by Cora Bailey, her fifth grade
teacher at Monroe Street Elementary School,
and her aunt, Carrie Spry, to develop her talents.
After demonstrating her skills on the track at
Madison High School, Tuskegee Institute offered
sixteen-year-old Coachman a scholarship to
attend its high school program. She competed
on and against all-black teams throughout the
segregated South.
In 1943, Coachman entered the Tuskegee
Institute college division to study dressmaking.
She played on the basketball team and ran
track-and-field, where she won four national
championships for events in sprinting and high
jumping. Coachman completed a degree in
dressmaking in 1946. In 1947, Coachman enrolled
in Albany State College (now University) to
continue her education. Coachman completed
a B.S. degree in Home Economics with a minor in
science at Albany State College in 1949 and
became teacher and track-and-field instructor.
During World War II, the Olympic committee
cancelled the 1940 and 1944 games. Alice
Coachman’s first Olympic opportunity came in
1948 in London, when she was twenty-four. On
August 8, 1948, Alice Coachman leapt 5 feet 6
1/8 inches to set a new Olympic record and win
a gold medal for the high jump.
Coachman (who was later known as Alice
Coachman Davis) received her medal from King
George VI. She was invited aboard a British Royal
yacht, she was congratulated by President Harry
S. Truman at the White House, and Count Basie
gave a party for her. She was lauded in a

motorcade that wound its way through Georgia
from Atlanta to her hometown, Albany.
But she had returned to a segregated South.
Blacks and whites were seated separately in the
Albany city auditorium when she was honored
there. The mayor sat on the stage with her but
would not shake her hand, and she had to leave
by a side door.
As a youngster in Albany, she had run and
jumped barefoot, using ropes and sticks for
makeshift high jumps. She had not been allowed
to train at athletic fields with whites.
“You had to run up and down the red roads and
the dirt roads,” Coachman told The Kansas City
Star. “You went out there in the fields, where
there was a lot of grass and no track. No
nothing.”
At a time when there were few high-profile black
athletes beyond Jackie Robinson and Joe Louis,
Coachman became a pioneer. She led the way
for female African American Olympic track stars
like Wilma Rudolph, Evelyn Ashford, Florence
Griffith Joyner and Jackie Joyner-Kersee.
“I made a difference among the blacks, being
one of the leaders,” she told The New York Times
in 1996. “If I had gone to the Games and failed,
there wouldn’t be anyone to follow in my
footsteps. It encouraged the rest of the women
to work harder and fight harder.”
During her career, she won thirty-four national
titles, ten for the high jump in consecutive years.
Alice Coachman was inducted into nine halls of
fame including the National Track-and-Field Hall
of Fame (1975) and the U.S. Olympic Hall of
Fame (2004). Coachman became the first black
woman to endorse an international product
when Coca-Cola signed her as a spokesperson
in 1952.
Coachman married Frank A. Davis and is the
mother of two children. She taught for the later
part of her life at South Carolina State College,
Albany State University and the Job Corps. The
Alice Coachman Elementary School in Albany,
Georgia is named in her honor.
In 1994, she founded the Alice Coachman Track
and Field Foundation to provide assistance to
young athletes and former Olympic competitors.
Coachman died in Albany, Georgia on July 14,
2014. She was 90.
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Albany is located in Southwest Georgia closer to
the Florida border and further away from the
capitol city of Atlanta, GA where Dr. Martin L.
King - Lost "The Albany Movement " a
desegregation campaign formed on November
17, 1961. Almost all of Albany’s public facilities
remained segregated after King’s departure,
making the Albany Movement one of the few
failures among the 1960s civil rights campaigns.
Research more about black female track
athletes and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I want to
share with you a
story of a great
black woman
who as an
activist and
businesswoman
who rose to be
a role model for
her community
and the Nation.
Enjoy!
Remember - "Let
us put our
moneys together; let us use our moneys; let us
put our money out at usury among ourselves,
and reap the benefit ourselves … Let us have a
bank that will take the nickels and turn them into
dollars." - Maggie Lena Walker
Today in our History - July 15,1864 - the first
woman—white or black—to establish and
become president of a bank in the United States
is born.
Maggie Lena Walker was grand secretary of the
Independent Order of St. Luke, an organization
dedicated to the social and financial
advancement of African Americans.
Maggie Lena Walker was born on July 15, 1864, in
Richmond, Virginia. She attended school and
graduated in 1883, having been trained as a
teacher. She married a brick contractor in 1886
and left her teaching job, at which point she
became more active within the Independent
Order of St. Luke, an an organization dedicated
to the social and financial advancement of

African Americans. In 1899, Maggie Walker
became grand secretary of the organization—a
position that she would hold for the rest of her life.
During her tenure, she founded the organization's
newspaper, and opened a highly successful
bank and a department store. By the time she
died, on December 15, 1934, Walker had turned
the nearly bankrupt organization into a profitable
and effective one.
Maggie Lena Walker was born Maggie Lena
Draper on July 15, 1864, in Richmond Virginia. Her
mother, Elizabeth Draper, was a former slave and
the assistant cook for Elizabeth Van Lew, an
abolitionist on whose estate Maggie was born.
Maggie's biological father was Eccles Cuthbert,
an Irish American who had met Elizabeth on the
Van Lew estate. The two were never married,
and shortly after Maggie's birth, Elizabeth married
William Mitchell, the butler of the estate. In 1870,
the Mitchells had a child, Maggie's half-brother
Johnnie.
Soon thereafter, William obtained a job as the
headwaiter at the St. Charles Hotel in Richmond,
and the family moved away from the estate and
into a small house of their own. Tragedy struck,
however, when in 1876 William was found
drowned in the river. His death was ruled a
suicide by police, though Elizabeth maintained
that he had been murdered. William's death left
Elizabeth and her children in poverty. To make
ends meet, Elizabeth began a laundry business,
with which Maggie assisted by delivering clean
laundry to their white patrons. It was during this
time that she first developed an awareness of the
gap between the quality of life for whites and
blacks in the United States—a gap that she
would soon devote her life to narrowing.
In her teens, Maggie attended the Lancaster
School and, later, the Richmond Colored Normal
School, both institutions dedicated to the
education of African Americans. While attending
the latter, she also joined the Independent Order
of St. Luke, a fraternal organization dedicated to
the advancement of African Americans in both
financial and social standing.
Maggie graduated in 1883, having completed
her training as a teacher. She returned to the
Lancaster School to teach and remained there
until 1886, when she married Armstead Walker Jr.,
a brick contractor, and was forced to leave her
job, due to the school's policy against married
teachers. Over the next decade, Maggie
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Walker's life was split between family and her
work for the Order of St. Luke. In 1890, she gave
birth to her first son, Russell, and in 1893,
Armstead, who died while still an infant.
In 1895, Walker, who had been rising quickly
through the ranks of the Order, became grand
deputy matron. She also established a youth arm
of the order to inspire social consciousness in
young African Americans. In 1897, Walker gave
birth to another son, Melvin, and two years later,
became the Order of St. Luke's grand secretary.
When Maggie Walker assumed control of the
Order of St. Luke, the organization was on the
verge of bankruptcy. In a speech she gave in
1901, she outlined her plans to save it, and in the
coming years, she would follow through on each
item she had described. In 1902, Walker founded
the St. Luke Herald to carry news of the Order of
St. Luke to local chapters and to help with its
educational work. The following year, she
opened the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank (of
which she would be remain president until 1929).
In 1905, she opened the St. Luke Emporium, a
department store that offered African American
women opportunities for work and gave the
black community access to cheaper goods.
In the midst of all of these accomplishments,
however, tragedy visited Maggie Walker once
more: In 1915, Russell Walker, mistaking his father
for an intruder, shot and killed him as he was
returning home one night. Russell was tried for
murder but was found innocent. Also, around this
time, Maggie Walker developed diabetes. Yet
this did not deter her in her work.
In 1921, Walker ran for the seat of superintendent
of public instruction on the Republican ticket,
though she was defeated along with the other
black Republican candidates. Her work for the
Order of St. Luke, however, was meeting with
much more favorable results. By 1924, under
Maggie Walker's continued leadership, the bank
served a membership of more than 50,000 in
1,500 local chapters. Additionally, she managed
to keep the bank alive during the Great
Depression, despite the fact that many were
failing, by merging it with two other banks in 1929.
For the last few years of her life, Maggie Walker
was confined to a wheelchair and continued to
suffer from her diabetic condition, and on
December 15, 1934, at age 70, she died from
complications of the disease. She was buried in
Evergreen Cemetery in Richmond. In 1979, her

home on East Leigh Street, in the Jackson Ward
neighborhood of Richmond, known as the
"Harlem of the South," was purchased by the
National Parks Service and became a National
Historic Site. Research more about Black women
in finance and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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After graduating in 1957 Payne began working
for the Young Men’s Christian Association
(YMCA), traveling around the world as its
representative. In 1970 Payne became its first
African American president. From 1973 to 1981
he chaired the YMCA Refugee and
Rehabilitation Committee that was based in
Geneva. In 1972 he was elected to the Essex
County (New Jersey) Board of Chosen
Freeholders and became its director in 1977.
Donald Payne challenged longtime
Congressional incumbent Peter W. Rodino Jr. in
the Democratic primary in both 1980 and 1986
but failed both times. In 1988 however, when
Rodino said he would not seek a 21st term, Payne
won nomination and was elected to Congress.
Payne was a former chairman of the
Congressional Black Caucus, a member of the
Democratic Whip Organization, and had been
on the House Democratic Leadership Advisory
Group and the Democratic Steering Committee.
Payne received a presidential appointment in
2003 and again in 2005 from President George W.
Bush to be one of two Congressional delegates
to the United Nations.

Today, I would like to tell you about my late
friend, who was truly a person who loved to help
school children out as he supported my students
out on many occasions. Enjoy!
Remember - " Education is the new currency in
America and those who don't Invest in it will
never reach the American Dream. - Donald
Payne - (D) N.J. 10th District
Today in our History - July 16, 1934 - The first Black
U.S. Congressman from The State of New Jersey
was born on this day.
Donald Payne, a Democrat, was the first African
American elected to Congress from the State of
New Jersey. Payne was born in Newark, New
Jersey on July 16, 1934. He earned a B.A. degree
in social studies from Seton Hall University in 1957
and also has honorary doctorates from Chicago
State University, Drew University, Essex County
College, and William Patterson University.

A dedicated advocate of education, Payne was
a member of the House Committee on
Education and Labor through which he worked
with the Subcommittee on Workforce Protections
and the Subcommittee on Early Childhood,
Elementary, and Secondary Education. He was
also a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee,
chaired the Subcommittee on Africa and Global
Health, and belonged to the Subcommittee on
International Organizations, Human Rights, and
Oversight.
Payne headed a presidential humanitarian
mission to Rwanda, had been heavily supportive
of the Northern Ireland peace process, and
worked with the International Relations
Committee to improve the Microenterprise Act,
which provides loans to small business owners in
developing countries. He also won the passage
of a resolution condemning the genocide in
Darfur, Sudan.
Payne gained national recognition when he was
selected to manage the House debate over
using force in Iraq in 2003. Congressman Donald
Payne died in Livingston, New Jersey on March 6,

2012 from colon cancer. He was 77. He left
behind three children and four grandchildren.
Don Payne supported my efforts with the
"Spectrum" project that I did as a High School
teacher at Red Bank Regional in New Jersey. I will
never see another person who helped and
supported Public Education like he did and I
thank you. Reserach more about this great
American and share wit your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I would
like to share
with you, a
black female
who was one
of the most
influential jazz
singers of all
time. She had
a thriving
career for
many years
before she lost
her battle with
addiction. She
is considered
one of best
Enjoy!
Remember - "In this country, don't forget, a habit
is no damn private hell. There's no solitary
confinement outside of jail. A habit is hell for
those you love. And in this country it's the worst
kind of hell for those who love you." - Billie Holiday
Today in our Hsitory - July 17, 1915 - Actress,
singer, and Jass person, Billie Holiday was born.
Jazz vocalist Billie Holiday was born in 1915 in
Philadelphia. Considered one of the best jazz
vocalists of all time, Holiday had a thriving career
as a jazz singer for many years before she lost her
battle with substance abuse.
Also known as Lady Day, her autobiography was
made into the 1972 film Lady Sings the Blues. In
2000, Billie Holiday was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame.
Billie Holiday was born Eleanora Fagan on April 7,
1915, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. (Some

sources say her birthplace was Baltimore,
Maryland, and her birth certificate reportedly
reads "Elinore Harris.")
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Holiday spent much of her childhood in
Baltimore. Her mother, Sadie, was only a
teenager when she had her. Her father is widely
believed to be Clarence Holiday, who eventually
became a successful jazz musician, playing with
the likes of Fletcher Henderson.
Unfortunately for Billie, her father was an
infrequent visitor in her life growing up. Sadie
married Philip Gough in 1920 and for a few years
Billie had a somewhat stable home life. But that
marriage ended a few years later, leaving Billie
and Sadie to struggle along on their own again.
Sometimes Billie was left in the care of other
people.
Holiday started skipping school, and she and her
mother went to court over Holiday's truancy. She
was then sent to the House of Good Shepherd, a
facility for troubled African American girls, in
January 1925.
Only 9 years old at the time, Holiday was one of
the youngest girls there. She was returned to her
mother's care in August of that year. According
to Donald Clarke's biography, Billie Holiday:
Wishing on the Moon, she returned there in 1926
after she had been sexually assaulted.
In her difficult early life, Holiday found solace in
music, singing along to the records of Bessie
Smith and Louis Armstrong. She followed her
mother, who had moved to New York City in the
late 1920s and worked in a house of prostitution
in Harlem for a time.
Around 1930, Holiday began singing in local
clubs and renamed herself "Billie" after the film
star Billie Dove.
At the age of 18, Holiday was discovered by
producer John Hammond while she was
performing in a Harlem jazz club. Hammond was
instrumental in getting Holiday recording work
with an up-and-coming clarinetist and
bandleader Benny Goodman.
With Goodman, she sang vocals for several
tracks, including her first commercial release
"Your Mother's Son-In-Law" and the 1934 top ten
hit "Riffin' the Scotch."
Known for her distinctive phrasing and expressive,
sometimes melancholy voice, Holiday went on to
record with jazz pianist Teddy Wilson and others in
1935.

She made several singles, including "What a Little
Moonlight Can Do" and "Miss Brown to You." That
same year, Holiday appeared with Duke Ellington
in the film Symphony in Black.
Around this time, Holiday met and befriended
saxophonist Lester Young, who was part of Count
Basie's orchestra on and off for years. He even
lived with Holiday and her mother Sadie for a
while.
Young gave Holiday the nickname "Lady Day" in
1937—the same year she joined Basie's band. In
return, she called him "Prez," which was her way
of saying that she thought it was the greatest.
Holiday toured with the Count Basie Orchestra in
1937. The following year, she worked withArtie
Shaw and his orchestra. Holiday broke new
ground with Shaw, becoming one of the first
female African American vocalists to work with a
white orchestra.
Promoters, however, objected to Holiday—for her
race and for her unique vocal style—and she
ended up leaving the orchestra out of frustration.
Striking out on her own, Holiday performed at
New York's Café Society. She developed some of
her trademark stage persona there—wearing
gardenias in her hair and singing with her head
tilted back.
During this engagement, Holiday also debuted
two of her most famous songs, "God Bless the
Child" and "Strange Fruit." Columbia, her record
company at the time, was not interested in
"Strange Fruit," which was a powerful story about
the lynching of African Americans in the South.
Holiday recorded the song with the Commodore
label instead. "Strange Fruit" is considered to be
one of her signature ballads, and the controversy
that surrounded it—some radio stations banned
the record—helped make it a hit.
Over the years, Holiday sang many songs of
stormy relationships, including "T'ain't Nobody's
Business If I Do" and "My Man." These songs
reflected her personal romances, which were
often destructive and abusive.
Holiday married James Monroe in 1941. Already
known to drink, Holiday picked up her new
husband's habit of smoking opium. The marriage
didn't last—they later divorced—but Holiday's
problems with substance abuse continued.
That same year, Holiday had a hit with "God Bless
the Child." She later signed with Decca Records
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in 1944 and scored an R&B hit the next year with
"Lover Man."
Her boyfriend at the time was trumpeter Joe
Guy, and with him she started using heroin. After
the death of her mother in October 1945, Holiday
began drinking more heavily and escalated her
drug use to ease her grief.
Despite her personal problems, Holiday remained
a major star in the jazz world—and even in
popular music as well. She appeared with her
idol Louis Armstrong in the 1947 film New Orleans,
albeit playing the role of a maid.
Unfortunately, Holiday's drug use caused her a
great professional setback that same year. She
was arrested and convicted for narcotics
possession in 1947. Sentenced to one year and a
day of jail time, Holiday went to a federal
rehabilitation facility in Alderston, West Virginia.
Released the following year, Holiday faced new
challenges. Because of her conviction, she was
unable to get the necessary license to play in
cabarets and clubs. Holiday, however, could still
perform at concert halls and had a sold-out show
at the Carnegie Hall not long after her release.
With some help from John Levy, a New York club
owner, Holiday was later to get to play in New
York's Club Ebony. Levy became her boyfriend
and manager by the end of the 1940s, joining the
ranks of the men who took advantage of
Holiday.
Also, around this time, she was again arrested for
narcotics, but she was acquitted of the charges.
While her hard living was taking a toll on her
voice, Holiday continued to tour and record in
the 1950s. She began recording for Norman
Granz, the owner of several small jazz labels, in
1952. Two years later, Holiday had a hugely
successful tour of Europe.
Holiday also caught the public's attention by
sharing her life story with the world in 1956. Her
autobiography, Lady Sings the Blues (1956), was
written in collaboration by William Dufty.
Some of the material in the book, however, must
be taken with a grain of salt. Holiday was in
rough shape when she worked with Dufty on the
project, and she claimed to have never read the
book after it was finished.
Around this time, Holiday became involved with
Louis McKay. The two were arrested for narcotics
in 1956, and they married in Mexico the following
year. Like many other men in her life, McKay used

Holiday's name and money to advance himself.
Despite all of the trouble she had been
experiencing with her voice, she managed to
give an impressive performance on the CBS
television broadcast The Sound of Jazz with Ben
Webster, Lester Young, and Coleman Hawkins.
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After years of lackluster recordings and record
sales, Holiday recorded Lady in Satin (1958) with
the Ray Ellis Orchestra for Columbia. The album's
songs showcased her rougher sounding voice,
which still could convey great emotional
intensity.
Holiday gave her final performance in New York
City on May 25, 1959. Not long after this event,
Holiday was admitted to the hospital for heart
and liver problems.
She was so addicted to heroin that she was even
arrested for possession while in the hospital. On
July 17, 1959, Holiday died from alcohol- and
drug-related complications.
More than 3,000 people turned out to say goodbye to Lady Day at her funeral held in St. Paul the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church on July 21, 1959.
A who's who of the jazz world attended the
solemn occasion, including Benny Goodman,
Gene Krupa, Tony Scott, Buddy Rogers and John
Hammond.
Considered one of the best jazz vocalists of all
time, Holiday has been an influence on many
other performers who have followed in her
footsteps.
Her autobiography was made into the 1972 film
Lady Sings the Blues with famed singer Diana Ross
playing the part of Holiday, which helped renew
interest in Holiday's recordings.
In 2000, Billie Holiday was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame with Diana Ross handling
the honors. Research more about Black singers in
American and share with you babies. Make it a
champion Day!

Today, I want to remind you of the brave men
who served in The Civil War. They like in the
American Revaluation wanted to show that they
(Negro's) should be looked upon as free men.
This individual today was one of the rare people
who received one of the highest honors that one
can get during battles. Enjoy!
Remember - "The bullet I now carry in my body
came whizzing like a mosquito, and I was shot.
Not being prostrated by the shot, I continued my
course, yet had not gone far before I was struck
be a second shot." - William Carney
Today in our History – July 18, 1863 - William H.
Carney earns the Medal of Honor for his bravery
during this Battle.
William Harvey Carney (February 29, 1840 –
December 9, 1908) was an African American
soldier during the American Civil War. Born as a
slave, he was awarded the Medal of Honor in
1900 for his gallantry in saving the regimental
colors (American Flag) during the Battle of Fort
Wagner in 1863. Because his actions preceded
those of other medal honorees, he is considered
to be the first African American to be granted
the Medal of Honor.
William H. Carney was born as a slave in Norfolk,
Virginia, on February 29, 1840. How he made his
way to freedom is not certain. According to most
accounts, he escaped through the Underground
Railroad, and joined his father in Massachusetts.
Other members of their family were freed by
purchase or by the death of their master.
Carney joined the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer
Infantry in March 1863 as a Sergeant. He took
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part in the July 18, 1863, assault on Fort Wagner in
Charleston, South Carolina. His actions there
ultimately earned him the Medal of Honor. When
the color guard was killed, Carney retrieved the
American flag and marched forward with it,
despite multiple serious wounds. When the Union
troops were forced to retreat under fire, he
struggled back across the battlefield, eventually
returning to his own lines and turning over the
colors to another survivor of the 54th, saying,
"Boys, I only did my duty; the old flag never
touched the ground!" He received an honorable
discharge due to disability from his wounds in
June 1864.

A New Bedford, Massachusetts, elementary
school was named in his honor, and his New
Bedford home at 128 Mill Street is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

After his discharge, Carney returned to New
Bedford, Massachusetts, and took a job
maintaining the city's streetlights. He then
delivered mail for thirty-two years. He was a
founding vice president of the New Bedford
Branch 18 of the National Association of Letter
Carriers in 1890. He married Susannah Williams,
and they had a daughter, Clara Heronia. He
spent a few years in California, then returned
again in 1869.

Research more about Black Americans fighting in
U.S. Wars and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

In 2015, Carney was honored as one of the
Library of Virginia's "Strong Men & Women in
Virginia History" because of his actions during the
Civil War.In December 1908, all the flags in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts were lowered
to half-mast in tribute to Sgt. William H. Carney,
who had died on Dec. 8. Never before had this
honor been paid to an ordinary citizen and
African American; but Carney was far from
ordinary.

Carney received his Medal of Honor on May 23,
1900, nearly 37 years after the events at Fort
Wagner. (More than half such awards from the
Civil War were presented 20 or more years after
the fact.) Twenty African Americans had
received the medal before him, but because his
battle actions happened earlier than the others,
he is generally considered the first. His citation
reads,
When the color sergeant was shot down, this
soldier grasped the flag, led the way to the
parapet, and planted the colors thereon. When
the troops fell back he brought off the flag, under
a fierce fire in which he was twice severely
wounded.
Carney died at the Boston City Hospital on
December 9, 1908, of complications from an
elevator accident at the Massachusetts State
House where he worked for the Department of
State. His body lay in state for one day at the
undertaking rooms of Walden Banks 142 Lenox
Street at the wish of his wife and daughter. It was
buried in the family plot at Oak Grove Cemetery
in New Bedford, Massachusetts. Engraved on his
tombstone is an image of the Medal of Honor.
Carney's face is shown on the monument to
Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th on the Boston
Common designed by Augustus Saint Gaudens.

Today, I want to share with you a man who
would purchase his freedom from slavery. Enjoy!
Remember - " I never enjoyed being a slave, so
my goal was to be free. - Alivan Coffy
Today in our History - July 19, 1822 - Alvin Coffy
was born a slave and would earn enough to
purchase his freedom for $1,000.
Alvin Aaron Coffey was born a slave in Mason
County, Kentucky on July 14, 1822 as the
property of Margaret Cooke. His parents were

Lewis (Larkin) Coffey and Nellie Cook[e]. Coffey
arrived in California in 1849 at the beginning of
the Gold Rush. He was one of the few
Californians who left a written account, Book of
Reminiscences, which described his journey to
California and his subsequent history in the
Golden State.
Coffey was sold to Henry H. Duvall in 1834 who
took him to Missouri. Duvall then sold him to Dr.
William Bassett in 1846. In the spring of 1849,
Bassett joined a wagon train that assembled in
St. Joseph, Missouri for a departure for California.
Dr. Bassett took Coffey with him, separating him
from his wife, Mahala, and two children. Mahala
was also pregnant with a third child. On May 2,
1849, the wagon train left St. Joseph, Missouri on
a five-month journey to California.
Alvin Coffey arrived at Redding Springs,
California on October 13, 1849. He searched for
gold on behalf of Dr. Bassett and himself. Bassett,
who had been ill the entire time, decided to
return to Missouri in 1851. Coffey had saved $616
from his diggings which Bassett kept as his own,
and then returned to Missouri with Coffey. Once
there in 1852, Bassett sold Coffey for $1,000 to
Mary Tindall. Another slaveholder, Nelson Tindall,
already owned Coffey's wife, Mahala, and their
three children. Since he was already familiar with
the California gold fields, Coffey persuaded
Nelson Tindall to allow him to return to California
to earn money to purchase his freedom. He
agreed and Coffey was back in the gold fields
by the fall of 1854. By 1856, 34-year-old Alvin
Coffey earned enough to purchase his freedom
for $1,000. He then earned another $3,500 to
purchase the freedom of the rest of his family by
1857. Coffey returned to Missouri to bring his wife
and three sons to California while two older
daughters were left with a grandmother in
Canada until he was able to reunite them with
the family in 1860. On December 22, 1858, their
next child, Charles Oliver Coffey, was born free in
California.
The Coffey family settled in Shasta County,
California where he homesteaded a small plot of
land. The 1870 Census listed the Coffey family as
having $1,500 in property. During the Modoc
Indian Wars in 1872, Coffey provided horses to
the U.S. Army and offered his services as a
teamster. Later, Coffey operated a laundry and
raised turkeys. He and his wife raised their
children on property he had homesteaded.
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Those children attended a school for African
American and Native American children in
Shasta County that Coffey had helped found in
1858.
In 1887 Alvin Coffey was inducted into the
California Society of Pioneers and was a member
for more than 15 years prior to his death. He is the
only African American to achieve that
distinction. Coffey died in Beulah, Alameda
County, California on October 28, 1902. Research
more blacks who pursage their freedom and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I want
to share with
you a story
about a man
who is a civil
rights Icon
and also the
first Black Man
to run for
President of
the United
States.
Remember "At the end of
the day, we
must go
forward with
hope and not
backward by
fear and division". Jesse Jackson
Today in our History - July 20, 2017 - Jackson wins
another award.
Reverend Jesse L. Jackson Sr. received the
highest honor presented by the National
Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) at its
annual convention in Norfolk, Virginia.
The legendary activist received the NNPA
Lifetime Legacy Award for his decades of service
as one of the country’s foremost civil rights,
religious and political figures.
After a video tribute that chronicled Jackson’s
life and a surprise solo performance of “Hero,” by
Jackson favorite, Audrey DuBois Harris, the iconic
preacher accepted the award from NNPA
President and CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.,
and NNPA Chairman Dorothy R. Leavell.

“I’m not easy to surprise,” Jackson told the
crowd, which gave him a standing ovation as he
headed to the podium to accept the honor.
The Presidential Medal of Freedom winner,
Jackson has been called the “Conscience of the
Nation,” and “The Great Unifier,” challenging
America to be inclusive and to establish just and
humane priorities for the benefit of all.
Born in 1941 in Greenville, South Carolina,
Jackson began his theological studies at
Chicago Theological Seminary, but deferred his
studies when he began working full time in the
Civil Rights Movement alongside Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
“This honor takes on a special meaning for me
because my first job was selling the ‘Norfolk
Journal and Guide’ newspaper and then the
‘Baltimore AFRO-American’ and then the
‘Pittsburgh Courier,’” Jackson said of the iconic
Black-owned newspapers. “We couldn’t see the
other side of Jackie Robinson. We couldn’t see
the other side of Sugar Ray Robinson,” he said,
noting that the Black Press told the full stories of
those sports heroes.
He reminisced about the fateful night in Memphis
in 1968 when an assassin’s bullet cut down King.
“I was with Dr. King on that chilly night in
Memphis and I went to the phone to talk to Mrs.
King. I couldn’t really talk,” he said. “I told her, ‘I
think Dr. King was shot in the shoulder,’ even
though I knew he was shot in the neck. I just
couldn’t say it.”
During the ceremony, Leavell and Chavis said
Jackson has carried King’s legacy well.
“We still need him,” Leavell said of Jackson.
Chavis called Jackson a “long-distance runner
who’s made a difference not only in this country,
but all over the world.”
Leavell recalled Jackson’s historic run for the
presidency in 1984 in a campaign that registered
more than 1 million new voters and catapulting
Democrats in their successful effort to regain
control of the Senate.
Four years later, Jackson ran again, this time
registering more than 2 million new voters and
earning 7 million popular votes.
“It’s a wonder that my neighbors didn’t call the
police the night he gave that iconic speech at
the Democratic National Convention [in 1984],”
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said Leavell, whom Jackson presided over her
wedding ceremony more than 40 years ago.
“There was so much emotion that night that I felt,
they told me that I could be anything that I
wanted to be,” Leavell said, pointing to Jackson
and photographers flocked to take pictures of
the civil rights leader while holding his coveted
NNPA award.
Dubois Harris said Jackson is a “King of a man,”
and, although she had been under the weather
all week, nothing would stop her from attending
Jackson’s big night, she said.
“We stand on his shoulders,” Dubois Harris said.
“He continues to be a pioneer of civil rights and
humanity and he’s all that’s good and right in the
world.”
Over decades, Jackson has earned the respect
and trust of presidents and dignitaries and his
Rainbow PUSH organization has aided countless
Black and minority families with various struggles.
But his work not only has helped the poor or
minorities.
In 1984, Jackson secured the release of captured
Navy Lt. Robert Goodman from Syria, and he
also help shepherd the release of 48 Cuban and
Cuban-American prisoners in Cuba.
Jackson was the first American to bring home
citizens from the United Kingdom, France, and
other countries who were held as human shields
by Saddam Hussein in Kuwait and Iraq in 1990.
He also negotiated the release of U.S. soldiers
held hostage in Kosovo and, in 2000, Jackson
helped negotiate the release of four journalists
working on a documentary for Britain’s Channel 4
network who were held in Liberia.
Jackson said President Trump should and can be
defeated, with the aid of the Black Press, who this
year has led a drive to register 5 million new
African American voters.
“The first time I saw an image of Black
achievement was in the Black Press,” Jackson
said. “Today, the Black Press is more important
than ever. This is the season of ‘Fake News,’ but
we need the truth now more than ever.”
Research more about Jesse Jackson and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I want to
share a story of the
first black to teach
at a predominantly
white college in the
United States.
Imagine the
everyday pressures
he endured with
courage and
confidence. We
have shown you that
W.E.B. Dubois and
William Monroe
Trotter were against
Booker T. Washington's way of educating black
youth. However, Charles L. Reason saw the
importance of both industrial and classical
education and even started a normal school
(teachers’ training college) in New York City.
Remember - "O Freedom! Freedom! O! how oft
Thy loving children call on Thee!
In wailings loud, and breathings soft,
Beseeching God, Thy face to see. - from the
poem FREEDOM - Charles Lewis Reason
Today in our History - July 21, 1818 - The first Black
educator to teach at a predominantly white
college is born.
Charles Lewis Reason was a Black American
mathematician, linguist, and educator.
Reason was born on July 21, 1818, in New York
City. His parents were Michael and Elizabeth
Reason, who were immigrants from Guadeloupe
and Saint-Dominque Haiti. Both of Reasons came
as refugees in 1793 shortly after the early years of
the Haitian Revolution of 1793.
The Reason’s were big on education for their
children, and early on young Reason showed a
aptitude for mathematics. Reason began his
American education at the New York African
Free School, and at the age fourteen Reason
began teaching mathematics at the same
school. His salary was $25 per year. Reason went
on to study at New-York Central College,
McGrawville, a predominantly white college in
the United States.
In 1850, Reason began teaching at the same
college and began professor of belles lettres,
Greek, Latin, and French, while serving as an
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adjust professor of mathematics to majority white
students. He was actually the first AfricanAmerican to serve as a serve at a majority-white
college.
Two years before becoming an professor in 1847,
Reason along with other prominent AfricanAmericans, such as Charles Bennett Ray
(December 25, 1807 – August 15, 1886), founded
the New York – Based Society, for the promotion
of Education among colored children.
After three years at New-York Central College,
Reason gave up his positions and moved to
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and assume a
position as principal at the Institute for Colored
Youth first black principal. The institution was
founded in 1837 and was one of the best schools
for African- Americans in the United States. (later
the school was renamed to Cheyney University).
During his time at ICY, Reason increased
enrollment from six students to 118 students. He
also expanded the library holdings and exposed
the students to outstanding African American
intellectuals and leaders of that time. He held this
position until 1856. reason returned to New York
City, where he became an administrator, and
reformer of New York public schools. A position
he held for decades.
Reason was active and very instrumental in
efforts to abolish slavery and segregation and
1873, he successfully lobbied for passage to
integrate New York’s public schools. After the
public schools were desegregated in New York,
he became the principal of Grammar School No.
80 at 252 West 42nd street.
Reason was also a poet. He contributed to the
Colored American in the 1830s and was a leader
of New York City's Phoenix Society in the 1840s.
He wrote the poem "Freedom", which celebrated
the British abolitionist Thomas Clarkson; it was
published in Alexander Crummell's 1849
biography of Clarkson.
Not much documentation has been found on
Reason's personal life, but he was said to have
been married and widowed three times. His third
and final wife was Clorice (Duplessis) Esteve
(1819–1884), whom he married in New York City
on July 17, 1855. They had no children, although
she had a daughter from her previous marriage
to John Lucien Esteve (1809–1852), a French West
Indian confectioner, restaurateur and caterer in
New York City.

Reason suffered two strokes one in 1885, and
another in 1890. The effects of the strokes left him
physically incapacitated.
Three years after his last stroke and at the age 75,
Charles Lewis Reason passed away in New York
City on August 16, 1893, and is buried in GreenWood Cemetery in Brooklyn, NY. Research more
about great Black mathmaticians and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today I would like to share with you the story of
Jane M. Bolin a trailblazing attorney who
became the first African American female judge
in the United States, serving on New York's Family
Court for four decades. Enjoy!
Remember - "I'd rather see if I can help a child
than settle an argument between adults over
money" - Jane Matilda Bolin
Today in our History July 22,1939 -Jane
Matilda Bolin made
history as the first
African American
female judge in the
United States.
Born in Poughkeepsie,
New York, on April 11,
1908, Jane Bolin
graduated from Yale
Law School and, after
relocating to New York
City, became sworn in
by Mayor Fiorello La
Guardia as the first
African American female judge in the U.S. She
served on the Family Court bench for four
decades, advocating for children and families
via outside institutions as well. She died at age 98
on January 8, 2007.
Jane Matilda Bolin was born in Poughkeepsie,
New York, on April 11, 1908, to an interracial
couple, Matilda Ingram Emery and Gaius C.
Bolin. Her father was an attorney who headed
the Dutchess County Bar Association and cared
for the family after his wife's illness and death,
which occurred when Bolin was a child.
Jane Bolin was a superb student who graduated
from high school in her mid-teens and went on to
enroll at Wellesley College. Though facing overt
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racism and social isolation, she graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1928 and was officially
recognized as one of the top students of her
class. She then attended Yale Law School,
contending with further social hostilities, yet
nonetheless graduating in 1931 and thus
becoming the first African American woman to
earn a law degree from the institution.
Bolin worked with her family's practice in her
home city for a time before marrying attorney
Ralph E. Mizelle in 1933 and relocating to New
York. As the decade progressed, after
campaigning unsuccessfully for a state assembly
seat on the Republican ticket, she took on
assistant corporate counsel work for New York
City, creating another landmark as the first
African American woman to hold that position.
On July 22, 1939, a 31-year-old Bolin was called
to appear at the World's Fair before Mayor
Fiorello La Guardia, who—completely
unbeknownst to the attorney—had plans to
swear her in as a judge. Thus, Bolin made history
again as the first African American female judge
in the United States.
Having already been assigned to what would be
known as Family Court, Bolin was a thoughtful,
conscientious force on the bench, confronting a
range of issues on the domestic front and taking
great care when it came to the plight of
children. She also changed segregationist
policies that had been entrenched in the system,
including skin-color-based assignments for
probation officers.
Additionally, Bolin worked with first lady Eleanor
Roosevelt in providing support for the Wiltwyck
School, a comprehensive, holistic program to
help eradicate juvenile crime among boys.
Bolin faced personal challenges, as well. Her first
husband died in 1943, and she raised their young
son, Yorke, for several years on her own. She
remarried in 1950 to Walter P. Offutt Jr.
Bolin was reinstated as a judge for three
additional terms, 10 years each, after her first,
also serving on the boards of several
organizations, including the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People and the
New York Urban League. Though she preferred to
continue, Bolin was required to retire from the
bench at the age of 70, subsequently working as
a consultant and school-based volunteer, as well
as with the New York State Board of Regents. She

died in Long Island City, Queens, New York, on
January 8, 2007, at the age of 98.
A 2011 biography was published on Bolin's
career—Daughter of the Empire State: The Life of
Judge Jane Bolin by Jacqueline A. McLeod for
the University of Illinois Press. The cover of the
book features a mid-1940s painting of Bolin by
Betsey Graves Reyneau, which is part of the
National Portrait Gallery's collection. Research
more about black woman lawer's and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today I
would like to
share with
you a story
of a boxer
who killed a
man in the
ring, which
hurt his
career from
that to his
last in the
ring. Enjoy!
Remember " I did not
want to kill
him because we were friends but he called me a
word that I would hurt anybody because that is
not a good way to live." - Emile Griffith.
Today in our History - July 23, 2013 - Boxer Emlie
Griffith dies. Considered to be one of the best
during his era.
Emile Griffith, in full Emile Alphonse Griffith, (born
February 3, 1938, St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands—
died July 23, 2013, Hempstead, New York, U.S.),
professional American boxer who won five world
boxing championships—three times as a
welterweight and twice as a middleweight.
Griffith came to the United States as a teenager
and was encouraged to become a boxer by his
employer, the owner of a hat factory. In 1958,
after winning the New York Daily News and
Intercity Golden Gloves amateur welterweight
(147-pound) titles, he began his professional
career. In his first 24 bouts as a professional,
Griffith lost only twice, at which point he was
given his first chance at a title bout. Griffith, who
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would hold the welterweight professional
championship three times, first won it from Benny
(“Kid”) Paret in a 13-round knockout on April 1,
1961; he lost it to Paret in a rematch by a 15round decision on September 30, 1961; and he
regained it by a knockout of Paret on March 24,
1962. This last fight resulted in tragedy when in the
12th round Griffith backed Paret into a corner
and continued to punch him as he slumped
against the ropes until the referee finally stepped
in to stop the fight. Paret lapsed into a coma and
died 10 days later. Griffith, who insisted that the
brutality was not associated with remarks Paret
had made prior to the bout about his sexuality,
was shaken by the death and was never as
aggressive in the ring. Despite this, Griffith
successfully defended his world welterweight title
twice in 1962 before surrendering it to Luis
Rodríguez by a 15-round decision on March 21,
1963. On the rematch Griffith recaptured the title
once more by a 15-round decision over
Rodríguez on June 8, 1963.
On April 25, 1966, Griffith won the world
middleweight (160-pound) title by outpointing
champion Dick Tiger in 15 rounds. His attempt to
retain both championships (contrary to U.S.
boxing rules) was disallowed, and he relinquished
the welterweight title. On April 17, 1967, he was
defeated by Nino Benvenuti on points in a 15round middleweight title match. On September
29 of that year, he won the middleweight
championship for the second time by outscoring
Benvenuti in 15 rounds, but he lost it again to
Benvenuti by a 15-round decision on March 4,
1968. Griffith retired from the ring in 1977, with 85
wins (23 knockouts), 24 losses, and 2 draws. He
was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of
Fame in 1990. Research more about Black boxers
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today, I would
like to share with
you a story of
an American
social activist
who was co founder and first
president of the
National
Association of
Colored
Women. She
was an early
civil rights
advocate, an
educator, an
author, and a
lecturer on
woman suffrage
and rights for
African
Americans.
Enjoy!
Remember - ""Keep on going, keep on insisting,
keep on fighting injustice." - Mary Eliza Church
Terrell
Today in our History - July 24,1954 - Mary Eliza
Church Terrell died.in Annapolis, MD.. Born Sept.
23, 1863, Memphis, Tenn.,
Civil rights activist and suffragist. She was born in
Memphis, Tennessee, the daughter of Robert
Church and Louisa Ayers, both former slaves.
Robert was the son of his white master, Charles
Church. During the Memphis race riots in 1866
Mary's father was shot in the head and left for
dead.
He survived the attack and eventually became a
successful businessman. He speculated in the
property market and was considered to be the
wealthiest black man in the South. Although she
was fair skinned enough to "pass" as a white
person if she had so chosen, she placed herself
firmly in the struggle for African American
empowerment. She was an outstanding student
and after graduating from Oberlin College, Ohio,
in 1884, she taught at a black secondary school
in Washington and at Wilberforce University in
Ohio.
Through her father, Mary met Frederick Douglass
and Booker T. Washington. She was especially
close to Douglass and worked with him on
several civil rights campaigns. After a two-year
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traveling and studying in France, Germany,
Switzerland, Italy and England (1888-1890), Mary
returned to the United States where she married
Robert Heberton Terrell, a lawyer who was later
to become the first black municipal court judge
in Washington. In 1892 Church's friend, Tom Moss,
a grocer from
Memphis, was
lynched by a
white mob.
Church and
Frederick
Douglass had a
meeting with
Benjamin
Harrison
concerning this
case but the
president was
unwilling to
make a public
statement
condemning
lynching.
Terrell was an active member of the National
American Woman Suffrage Association and was
particularly concerned about ensuring the
organization continued to fight for black women
getting the vote. With Josephine Ruffin she
formed the Federation of Afro-American Women
and in 1896 she became the first president of the
newly formed National Association of Colored
Women. In 1904 she was invited to speak at the
Berlin International Congress of Women. She was
the only black woman at the conference and,
determined to make a good impression, she
created a sensation when she gave her speech
in German, French and English.
During the First World War Terrell and her
daughter Phillis joined Alice Paul and Lucy Burns
of the Congressional Union for Women Suffrage
(CUWS) in picketing the White House. She was
particularly upset when in one demonstration
outside of the White House, leaders of the party
asked the black suffragist, Ida Wells-Barnett, not
to march with other members. It was feared that
identification with black civil rights would lose the
support of white women in the South. Despite
pressure from people like Mary White Ovington,
leaders of the CUWS refused to publicly state that
they endorsed black female suffrage. In 1909
Terrell joined with Ovington to form the National

Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP).
The first meeting of the NAACP was held on 12th
February 1909. Early members included
Josephine Ruffin, Jan Addams, Inez Milholland,
William B. DuBois, Charles Darrow, Charles
Edward Russell, Lincoln Steffens, Ray Stannard
Baker, and Ida B. Wells-Barnett. Terrell wrote
several books including her autobiography, "A
Colored Woman in a White World" (1940). In the
early 1950s she was involved in the struggle
against segregation in public eating places in
Washington. Her motto was "Keep on going,
keep on insisting, keep on fighting injustice."
Research more about this great American and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I want to share with you a story about a
14-year-old young man who was in the wrong
place at the wrong time. While visiting my
grandmother in Perry, GA. during those days in
the '50's and early '60's, I was told to not look at or
talk to white people. She always reminded me
that this could happen to you if you act and talk
like you do back home in Trenton, NJ. A sad story
that has been given a new Investigation.

236
her. The following year, it was reported that the
Justice Department had reopened an
investigation into Till's murder.
Emmett Louis Till was born on July 25, 1941, in
Chicago, the only child of Louis and Mamie Till. Till
never knew his father, a private in the United
States Army during World War II.
Mamie and Louis Till separated in 1942, and three
years later, the family received word from the
Army that the soldier had been executed for
"willful misconduct" while serving in Italy.
Emmett Till's mother was, by all accounts, an
extraordinary woman. Defying the social
constraints and discrimination she faced as an
African-American woman growing up in the
1920s and '30s, Mamie Till excelled both
academically and professionally.
She was only the fourth black student to
graduate from suburban Chicago's
predominantly white Argo Community High
School, and the first black student to make the
school's "A" Honor Roll. While raising Emmett Till as
a single mother, she worked long hours for the Air
Force as a clerk in charge of confidential files.

Today in our History - July 25,1941 - Emmit Till wes
born.

Emmett Till, who went by the nickname Bobo,
grew up in a thriving, middle-class black
neighborhood on Chicago's South Side. The
neighborhood was a haven for black-owned
businesses, and the streets he roamed as a child
were lined with black-owned insurance
companies, pharmacies and beauty salons as
well as nightclubs that drew the likes of Duke
Ellington and Sarah Vaughan.

Emmett Till was born in 1941 in Chicago and grew
up in a middle-class black neighborhood. Till was
visiting relatives in Money, Mississippi, in 1955
when the fourteen-year-old was accused of
whistling at Carolyn Bryant, a white woman who
was a cashier at a grocery store.

Those who knew Till best described him as a
responsible, funny and infectiously high-spirited
child. He was stricken with polio at the age of 5,
but managed to make a full recovery, save a
slight stutter that remained with him for the rest of
his life.

Four days later, Bryant's husband Roy and his
half-brother J.W. Milam kidnapped Till, beat him
and shot him in the head. The men were tried for
murder, but an all-white, male jury acquitted
them.

With his mother often working more than 12-hour
days, Till took on his full share of domestic
responsibilities from a very young age. "Emmett
had all the house responsibility," his mother later
recalled. "I mean everything was really on his
shoulders, and Emmett took it upon himself. He
told me if I would work, and make the money, he
would take care of everything else. He cleaned,
and he cooked quite a bit. And he even took
over the laundry."

Remember - “It never occurred to me that Bobo
would be killed for whistling at a white woman.”
— Simeon Wright, Emmett Till's Cousin

Till's murder and open casket funeral galvanized
the emerging civil rights movement. More than six
decades later, in January 2017, Timothy Tyson,
author of The Blood of Emmett Till and a senior
research scholar at Duke University, revealed that
in a 2007 interview Carolyn admitted to him that
she had lied about Till making advances toward

Till attended the all-black McCosh Grammar
School. His classmate and childhood pal, Richard

Heard, later recalled, "Emmett was a funny guy
all the time. He had a suitcase of jokes that he
liked to tell. He loved to make people laugh. He
was a chubby kid; most of the guys were skinny,
but he didn't let that stand in his way. He made a
lot of friends at McCosh."
In August 1955, Till's great uncle, Moses Wright,
came up from Mississippi to visit the family in
Chicago. At the end of his stay, Wright was
planning to take Till's cousin, Wheeler Parker,
back to Mississippi with him to visit relatives down
South, and when Till, who was just 14 years old at
the time, learned of these plans, he begged his
mother to let him go along.
Initially, Till's mother was opposed to the idea. She
wanted to take a road trip to Omaha, Nebraska,
and tried to convince her son to join her with the
promise of open-road driving lessons.
But Till desperately wanted to spend time with his
cousins in Mississippi, and in a fateful decision
that would have grave impact on their lives and
the course of American history, Till's mother
relented and let him go.
On August 19, 1955—the day before Till left with
his uncle and cousin for Mississippi—Mamie Till
gave her son his late father's signet ring,
engraved with the initials "L.T."
The next day she drove her son to the 63rd Street
station in Chicago. They kissed goodbye, and Till
boarded a southbound train headed for
Mississippi. It was the last time they ever saw each
other.
Three days after arriving in Money, Mississippi—on
August 24, 1955—Emmett Till and a group of
teenagers entered Bryant's Grocery and Meat
Market to buy refreshments after a long day
picking cotton in the hot afternoon sun.
What exactly transpired inside the grocery store
that afternoon will never be known. Till
purchased bubble gum, and in later accounts he
was accused of either whistling at, flirting with or
touching the hand of the store's white female
clerk—and wife of the owner—Carolyn Bryant.
Four days later, at approximately 2:30 a.m. on
August 28, 1955, Roy Bryant, Carolyn's husband,
and his half brother J.W. Milam kidnapped Till
from Moses Wright's home. They then beat the
teenager brutally, dragged him to the bank of
the Tallahatchie River, shot him in the head, tied
him with barbed wire to a large metal fan and
shoved his mutilated body into the water.
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Moses Wright reported Till's disappearance to the
local authorities, and three days later, his corpse
was pulled out of the river. Till's face was
mutilated beyond recognition, and Wright only
managed to positively identify him by the ring on
his finger, engraved with his father's initials—"L.T."
“It never occurred to me that Bobo would be
killed for whistling at a white woman.” — Simeon
Wright, Emmett Till's cousin
“It would appear that the state of Mississippi has
decided to maintain white supremacy by
murdering children.” — Roy Wilkins, head of the
NAACP.
Till's body was shipped to Chicago, where his
mother opted to have an open-casket funeral
with Till's body on display for five days. Thousands
of people came to the Roberts Temple Church of
God to see the evidence of this brutal hate
crime.
Till's mother said that, despite the enormous pain
it caused her to see her son's dead body on
display, she opted for an open-casket funeral in
an effort to "let the world see what has
happened, because there is no way I could
describe this. And I needed somebody to help
me tell what it was like."
"With his body water-soaked and defaced, most
people would have kept the casket covered. [His
mother] let the body be exposed. More than
100,000 people saw his body lying in that casket
here in Chicago. That must have been at that
time the largest single civil rights demonstration in
American history." — Jesse Jackson
The weeks that passed between Till's burial and
the murder and kidnapping trial of Roy Bryant
and J.W. Milam, two black publications, Jet
magazine and the Chicago Defender, published
graphic images of Till's corpse.
By the time the trial commenced—on September
19, 1955—Emmett Till's murder had become a
source of outrage and indignation throughout
the country. Because blacks and women were
barred from serving jury duty, Bryant and Milam
were tried before an all-white, all-male jury.
In an act of extraordinary bravery, Moses Wright
took the stand and identified Bryant and Milam
as Till's kidnappers and killers. At the time, it was
almost unheard of for blacks to openly accuse
whites in court, and by doing so, Wright put his
own life in grave danger.

Despite the overwhelming evidence of the
defendants' guilt and widespread pleas for
justice from outside Mississippi, on September 23,
the panel of white male jurors acquitted Bryant
and Milam of all charges. Their deliberations
lasted a mere 67 minutes.
Only a few months later, in January 1956, Bryant
and Milam admitted to committing the crime.
Protected by double jeopardy laws, they told the
whole story of how they kidnapped and killed
Emmett Till to Look magazine for $4,000.
"J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant died with Emmett Till's
blood on their hands," Simeon Wright, Emmett
Till's cousin and an eyewitness to his kidnapping
(he was with Till the night he was kidnapped by
Milam and Bryant), later stated. "And it looks like
everyone else who was involved is going to do
the same. They had a chance to come clean.
They will die with Emmett Till's blood on their
hands."
I
"I thought about Emmett Till, and I couldn't go
back [to the back of the bus]." — Rosa Parks
Coming only one year after the Supreme Court's
landmark decision in Brown v. Board of
Education mandated the end of racial
segregation in public schools, Emmett Till's death
provided an important catalyst for the American
civil rights movement.
One hundred days after Till's murder, Rosa Parks
refused to give up her seat on an Alabama city
bus, sparking the yearlong Montgomery Bus
Boycott. Nine years later, Congress passed the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, outlawing many forms of
racial discrimination and segregation. In 1965,
the Voting Rights Act, outlawing discriminatory
voting practices, was passed.
[Emmett Till's murder was] one of the most brutal
and inhuman crimes of the 20th century. —
Martin Luther King Jr.
Though she never stopped feeling the pain of her
son's death, Mamie Till (who died of heart failure
in 2003) also recognized that what happened to
her son helped open Americans' eyes to the
racial hatred plaguing the country, and in doing
so helped spark a massive protest movement for
racial equality and justice.
"People really didn't know that things this horrible
could take place," Mamie Till said in an interview
with Devery S. Anderson, author of Emmett Till:
The Murder That Shocked the World and
Propelled the Civil Rights Movement, in
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December 1996. "And the fact that it happened
to a child, that make all the difference in the
world."
Timothy Tyson's Book and Revived Investigation
Over six decades after Till's brutal abduction and
murder, in January 2017, Timothy Tyson, author of
The Blood of Emmett Till and a senior research
scholar at Duke University, revealed that in a 2007
interview Carolyn Bryant Donham (she had
divorced and remarried) admitted to him that
she had lied about Till making advances toward
her.
As of Last Week, July 15, 2018 - the case is reopened and new Information is being viewed.
The Justice Department declined to comment on
Thursday, but it appeared that the government
had chosen to devote new attention to the case
after a central witness, Carolyn Bryant Donham,
recanted parts of her account of what transpired
in August 1955. Two men who confessed to killing
Emmett, only after they had been acquitted by
an all-white jury in Mississippi, are deadResearch
more about this great American and share with
your babies as it was told to me. Make it a
champion day!

Today I would
like to share
with you a man
who also spoke
in behalf of
women. He was
one of the best
speakers of
truth during his
time. Enjoy!
Remember "There are to
many great
women
speaking out for
rights for
women, Let me show them the way" - Frederick
Douglasss
Today in our History - July 26, 1848 - M’Clintock
invited Douglass to attend the First Women’s
Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, NY.

Born into slavery in February 1818, Frederick
Douglass (1818-1895) became one of the most
outspoken advocates of abolition and women’s
rights in the 19th century. Believing that “Right is
of no sex, truth is of no color,” Douglass urged an
immediate end to slavery and supported
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and
other women’s rights activists in their crusade for
woman suffrage.
In his autobiography Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, published in 1845, Douglass
recounted his childhood as a slave in Maryland,
detailing all the cruel treatment to which he and
other slaves were subjected. In 1838 Douglass
escaped from bondage and fled to New York
City. His autobiography described the joy he felt
upon his arrival in the North:
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in making and administering the laws of the land.
Our doctrine is, that “Right is of no sex.”
Douglass continued to support the cause of
women after the 1848 convention. In 1866
Douglass, along with Elizabeth Cady Stantonand
Susan B. Anthony, founded the American Equal
Rights Association, an organization that
demanded universal suffrage. Though the group
disbanded just three years later due to growing
tension between women’s rights activists and
Africa-American rights activists, Douglass
remained influential in both movements,
championing the cause of equal rights until his
death in 1895. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

"I have been frequently asked how I felt when I
found myself in a free State. I have never been
able to answer the question with any satisfaction
to myself. It was a moment of the highest
excitement I ever experienced. I suppose I felt as
one may imagine the unarmed mariner to feel
when he is rescued by a friendly man-of-war from
the pursuit of a pirate."
Douglass joined the abolitionist movement in
1841 and put his considerable oratorical skills to
work as a speaker for the American Anti-Slavery
Society. By 1847 he had moved to Rochester, NY,
where he published the North Star, a weekly
abolitionist newspaper.
Douglass was also active with the Western New
York Anti-Slavery Society, and it was through this
organization that he met Elizabeth M’Clintock. In
July 26, of 1848, M’Clintock invited Douglass to
attend the First Women’s Rights Convention in
Seneca Falls, NY. Douglass readily accepted,
and his participation at the convention revealed
his commitment to woman suffrage. In an issue of
the North Star published shortly after the
convention, Douglass wrote,
"In respect to political rights, we hold woman to
be justly entitled to all we claim for man. We go
farther and express our conviction that all
political rights which it is expedient for man to
exercise, it is equally so for women. All that
distinguishes man as an intelligent and
accountable being, is equally true of woman;
and if that government is only just which governs
by the free consent of the governed, there can
be no reason in the world for denying to woman
the exercise of the elective franchise, or a hand

Today I would like to share with you a lesson that
many have not heard about, where Black
Soulders and Native Americans were beatin in a
fight at Fort Negro, FL. One man lived and his
name was Abraham. I don't have in this post to
tell his story. What a hidden secret that is not in
your history books.
Remember - " Once the cannon ball hit the
power for the cannons. We were through" Abraham
Today in our History - July 27, 1816 - Black Soulders
massacurd at Fort Negro!
The Battle of Negro Fort was a short military siege
during 1816 in which forces of the United States
assaulted and managed to blow up African
American fortified stronghold in the frontier of
northern Spanish Florida. The act was the first
major engagement of the Seminole Wars period
and was the beginning in which General Andrew
Jackson’s Conquest of Florida. In 1814, during the
War of 1812, the British Royal Marines established

what was known as the Negro Fort on Prospect
Bluff this was along the Spanish side of the
Apalachicola River.
The base location initially included about 1,000
Britons, and several hundred African Americans.
These people had been recruited as a detached
unit of the Corps of Colonial Marines; they had
the strength of four infantry companies. After the
war in 1815, the British paid off the Colonial
Marines, withdrew from the post, and left the
black population in occupation. Over the next
few years the “fort became a colony for
escaped slaves from Pensacola and Georgia.
By 1816 over 600 freedmen and women had
settled around the fort. There were some friendly
natives in the area as well. Following the
construction of Forst Scoot on the Flint River by
Colonel Duncan Lamont Clinch of the United
States Army, Andrew Jackson decided that to
resupply the post they would need to use the
navy transport goods via the Apalacicola
through the sovereign territory of Spain without
their permission.
During one of these resupply missions, a party of
sailors from gunboats 149 and 154 stopped along
the river near Negro Fort to fill their canteens with
water. While doing so, they were attacked by the
garrison of the fort and all but one of the
Americans were killed. In response Andrew
Jackson requested permission to attack the fort,
they then dispatched gunboats to reduce Negro
Fort.
Secretary of State John Quincy Adams justified
the attack and subsequent seizure of Spanish
Florida by Andrew Jackson as national “selfdefense,” a response to alleged Spanish and
British complicity in fomenting the “Indian and
Negro War.” Adams even produced a letter from
a Georgia planter complaining about “brigand
Negroes” who made “this neighborhood
extremely dangerous to a population like ours.”
Southern leaders worried that even a small,
impoverished island of rebel slaves in the
Caribbean or a parcel of Florida land occupied
by a few hundred blacks could threaten the
institution of slavery. According to Historian
William Cooper Nell, the Freedmen who
occupied the fort “caught the spirit of liberty,–at
that time so prevalent throughout our land” and
“they were slain for adhering to the doctrine that
‘all men are endowed by their Creator with the
inalienable right to enjoy life and liberty. Read

more about the battle and share it with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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Today, I want to share with you an article that I
wrote for a newspaper back in 1996 - 128 years
since the admendment was passed. Now it's has
been 150 years is there any changes since the
article?
Remember - " We as a people need all of the
support of this President as the Civil War is ending
and slaves will truely be free" - Frederick Douglass

Today in our History - July 28, 1868 - The 14th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was adoped
by all states.
This is an
artilce that I
wrote back in
1996 when I
was Teaching
at Red Bank
Regional High
School in Little
Silver, New
Jersey as
Director of
Black Studies:
What will it take for
African
Americans to gain their citizenship? Brought to
the shores of this land for the sole purpose of
hard labor and a permanent, inherited and
inherent state of servitude, Black people never
were meant to become citizens. And yet this is
what happened on July 28,1868, when the 14th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was
adopted. It was on that day that Secretary of
State William Seward issued a proclamation in
which he certified the ratification of the 14th
Amendment by the states.
Since that time, it has been an uphill battle for
the descendants of slaves to remove the badge
of slavery, even when the physical shackles were
removed.
Malcolm X articulated the extent of the problem
of citizenship for African-Americans in a 1963
interview, when journalist Louis Lomax pressed
the issue.

“If they were citizens, you wouldn’t have a race
problem. If the Emancipation Proclamation was
authentic, you wouldn’t have a race problem. If
the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the
Constitution were authentic, you wouldn’t have
a race problem,” Malcolm insisted. “If the
Supreme Court desegregation decision was
authentic, you wouldn’t have a race problem. All
of this hypocrisy that has been practiced by the
so-called white so-called liberal for the past 400
years, that compounds the problem, makes it
more complicated, instead of eliminating the
problem.”
Civil rights activist Fannie Lou Hamer said, “I am
sick and tired of being sick and tired.” And
Hamer wanted to become a “first-class citizen,”
as she testified at the 1964 Democratic
Convention as a founder of the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party, in opposition to her
state’s whites-only delegation. She spoke of the
beatings, harassment and threats she faced from
white supremacists for attempting to exercise her
rights as a citizen.
“Is this America, the land of the free and the
home of the brave, where we have to sleep with
our telephones off of the hooks because our lives
be threatened daily, because we want to live as
decent human beings, in America?” she asked.
Black people in America are constantly made to
fight for their rights and are subjected to the
whims of a hostile white majority. Being a citizen
on paper and under the law proves illusory when
the institutional racism against us has not abated.
New movements are necessary every few
decades or so in order to secure the rights we
were told we already have. And even today,
there is a struggle among Black people, who are
fighting for an existence free from state violence,
mass incarceration and institutional racism.
Section 1 of the amendment says the following:
All persons born or naturalized in the United
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the state
wherein they reside. No state shall make or
enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United
States; nor shall any state deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction
the equal protection of the laws.
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With the enactment of the 14th Amendment, the
infamous Dred Scott v. Sanford decision — which
held that the descendants of African people
could not be citizens — was no more. In Dred
Scott, Blacks, according to Chief Justice Roger B.
Taney, “had no rights which the white man was
bound to respect; and that the negro might justly
and lawfully be reduced to slavery for his benefit.
He was bought and sold and treated as an
ordinary article of merchandise and traffic,
whenever profit could be made by it.”
“The Citizenship Clause of the 14th Amendment
guaranteed formal citizenship to ‘all persons born
in the United States’ including African Americans.
In its original conception, the 14th Amendment
was an anti-subordination law designed to lift
African Americans out of slavery and allow them
to be equal citizens. This requires remedial action
ordered by the courts or passed by Congress
(see Section 5). However, when the U.S. Supreme
Court took a conservative turn in the 1970s, it
began viewing the 14th Amendment as an anticlassification law, which meant that remedial
actions designed to help African Americans
attain true citizenship became suspect. We saw
this through the Court’s hostility toward
desegregation and affirmative action.
Slavery was abolished in part to promote the
industrial future of America and steer it away
from being an agrarian society. De jure
segregation was eliminated because it was an
international embarrassment after World War II,
when the United States wanted to expand its
global influence and, in the wake of the Cold
War, to prevent African Americans from being
drawn to communism.
So, in my view, laws are not enough. Activism is
not enough. But we need both laws and
activism, and at the right historical moment,
African Americans will gain some more
citizenship rights. It will not be full citizenship, and
it is a slow climb — certainly not satisfying to
advocates of racial justice. But this is the
unfortunate reality in my view. Research more
about this and the other Civil Rights
Admendments and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!
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defending a black woman, knocking on the door
of a white woman’s home and not calling an
Alabama police officer “Mr.”
“In one day and night on Barrow Island, I see
more rare species than most biologists get to see
on the mainland in their career.”

Today, we take a look back at lynchings of Black
People. 100 years ago, the United States
Congress took a close look by entering a petition
but it was loss and never got to commettie. In
1870, when President Ulysses S. Grant approved
legislation to subdue the actions of whitesupremacist groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, but
he is in the Exeutive Branch and it died in
Congress. People like Ida B. Wells kept the
lynchings of Black People in the eyes of the
public but you need both the Senate and the
House to agree in order to pass a Federal Law. In
Washington, D.C. today has a Justice for Victims
of Lynching Act of 2018 if passes, lynching would
finally become a federal crime. The new bill
proposed by the three black senators — Kamala
D. Harris (D-Calif.), Cory Booker (D-N.J.) and Tim
Scott (R-S.C.) — is largely symbolic, as lynchings
are seemingly part of the nation’s past.
Remember - "Our country's national crime is
lynching. It is not the creature of an hour, the
sudden outburst of uncontrolled fury, or the
unspeakable brutality of an insane mob." Ida B.
Wells.
Today in our History - July 29,1918 - On this date
there was entered in the Congressional Record
petition of the National Liberty Congress of
Colored Americans petition asked among other
things that congress pass legislation the
protection of the Federal Government to all
citizens of United States of America at home by
enacting that mob murders be a crime against
the Federal Government subject to the
jurisdiction of the Federal courts.
Between 1882 and 1968, 4,745 people were
lynched. In many States laws did not address the
violence perpetrated by ordinary white citizens.
Lynch mobs killed immigrants, women and
teenagers for a variety of reasons, including

“Lynch law has spread its insidious influence till
men in New York State, Pennsylvania and on the
free Western plains feel they can take the law in
their own hands with impunity, especially where
an Afro-American is concerned,” wrote
investigative journalist Ida B. Wells in 1892. “The
South is brutalized to a degree not realized by its
own inhabitants, and the very foundation of
government, law and order, are imperiled.”
Some Southern jurisdictions “passed their own
anti-lynching laws to demonstrate that federal
legislation was unnecessary, but refused to
enforce them,” according to an Equal Justice
Initiative report.
Eighteen years after the first federal anti-lynching
proposal, Rep. Leonidas Dyer (R-Mo.) in 1918
introduced a bill that would fine officials who
were hesitant to prosecute lynch mob
participants and provide financial relief for
families affected, according to government
archives. The obstructionist tactics of Southern
Democrats kept the proposal from becoming
law.
With the help of the NAACP, Dyer’s bill passed
the House of Representatives and made it
through a Senate committee. Its momentum was
halted, however, when Southern Democratic
senators filibustered the proposal.
On the floor of the Senate, Sen. Lee Slater
Overman (D-N.C.) alleged that the bill was
written by a “Negro” with the intent to solidify the
African American voting bloc for northern
Republicans, according to a 1922 New York
Times article.
“The decent, hard-working Negroes of the South
enjoy every safeguard of the law,” Overman
said. “They own property, their children go to
public schools, and for such as they (sic) this
proposed legislation is absolutely uncalled for.”
According to the Tuskegee Institute, 3,168 black
people were lynched before Overman’s
statement, and at least 278 more would be
lynched in the coming years.

In 2005, the Senate formally apologized for
having failed to enact federal anti-lynching
legislation decades earlier.
As The Post reported at the time:
In passing the measure, the senators in essence
admitted that their predecessors’ failure to act
had helped perpetuate a horror that took the
lives of more than 4,700 people from 1882 to
1968, most of them black men. At the turn of the
last century, more than 100 lynching incidents
were reported each year, many of them publicly
orchestrated to humiliate the victims and instill
fear in others. Lynching occurred in all but four
states in the contiguous United States, and less
than 1 percent of the perpetrators were brought
to justice, historians say.
The U.S. House of Representatives three times
passed measures to make lynching a federal
offense, but each time the bills were knocked
down in the Senate. Powerful southern senators,
such as Richard B. Russell Jr. (D-Ga.), whose
name was given to the Senate office building
where the resolution was drafted, used the
filibuster to block votes.
“There may be no other injustice in American
history for which the Senate so uniquely bears
responsibility,” then-Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.)
said at the time.
The new bill proposed by the three black
senators — Kamala D. Harris (D-Calif.), Cory
Booker (D-N.J.) and Tim Scott (R-S.C.) — is largely
symbolic, as lynchings are seemingly part of the
nation’s past.
In a statement, Harris said that “lynching is a
dark, despicable part of our history, and we must
acknowledge that, lest we repeat it. From 1882
to 1986 there have been 200 attempts that have
failed to get Congress to pass federal antilynching legislation; it’s time for that to change.”
The new bill, Booker said, would “right historical
wrongs.”
A similar bill was introduced in the House last
month by Rep. Bobby Rush (D-Ill.) and cosponsored by 35 members of the Congressional
Black Caucus.
“It is never too late for our nation to express our
sorrow for the decades of racial terror that
traumatized millions in this country,” Equal Justice
Initiative Director Bryan Stevenson said in a
statement. “Passing an anti-lynching law is not
just about who we were decades ago; it’s a
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statement about who we are now that is
relevant, important and timely.” Research more
about Lynchings and racial terror in the U.S. and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I will share with
you the man who took
Washington, D.C. by
his quick wit and frank
talk. As, on this day
Adam Clayton Powell,
Jr. is elected to the
United States House of
Represenatives (DNY).
Remember - "Where
Negroes provide 20
percent of the vote,
they should have 20 per cent of the jobs." - Adam
Clayton Powell, Jr.
Today in our History - July 30, 1945 - Adam
Clayton Powell, Jr. made a successful run for
Congress; as he took a Democratic seat in the
House of Representatives on July 30, 1945,
becoming the first African American hailing from
New York to be elected to the House.
Born on November 29, 1908, Adam Clayton
Powell Jr. succeeded his father, Adam Clayton
Powell Sr., to become minister of Abyssinian
Baptist Church, and worked as a community
activist for Harlem. Powell was elected to the
House of Representatives in the mid-1940s. He
became a champion civil rights reformer, also
making great strides in education and labor. He
faced controversy for some of his behavior and
commentary. Powell died in Florida in 1972.
Adam Clayton Powell Jr. was born on November
29, 1908, in New Haven, Connecticut, to Mattie
Fletcher Schaffer and Adam Clayton Powell Sr.
The family, which included daughter Blanche,
moved to New York City when the senior Powell
took on a clergy position at Abyssinian Baptist
Church, a historical African American institution
that would eventually move to Harlem. The junior
Powell went on to attend City College before
transferring to Colgate University in Hamilton,
New York, where he graduated in 1930. Two
years later (1932), he earned a master's degree

in religious education from Columbia University,
and then furthered his divinity studies at Shaw
University.
During the 1930s, Powell worked as an assistant
minister and business manager at Abyssinian—
taking over his father's position as pastor in 1937—
and became a staunch community activist for
Harlem residents.
Powell married Isabel Washington in 1933, and
the couple later divorced. Powell would remarry
and divorce two more times over the following
decades.
Powell later decided to enter local politics and,
in 1941, won a seat to the New York City Council,
becoming the first African American elected to
the position. A few years later, Powell made a
successful run for Congress; he took a
Democratic seat in the House of Representatives
in July 30, 1945, becoming the first African
American hailing from New York to be elected to
the House. The outspoken, electrifying leader
and orator would go on to serve 12 terms as a
U.S. representative.
During his congressional service, Powell served on
a number of committees and continued to
agitate for African American human rights,
calling for an end to lynching in the South and
Jim Crow laws. He angered Southern
segregationists, including those within his own
party, by integrating congressional restaurants,
recreational facilities and press stations; critiquing
anti-Semitism; and advocating for
independence for African and Asian nations. In
1956, Powell went against party lines to support
Republican Dwight D. Eisenhower's presidential
campaign, though he later critiqued Eisenhower
for his conservatism on civil rights issues.
In 1961, Powell became chair of the House
Committee on Education and Labor. The special
group was able to create an unprecedented
array of legislative reforms, including a minimumwage increase, educational resources for the
deaf, funding for student loans, library aid, workhour regulations and job training.
Still, Powell's personal life and professional tactics
stirred up controversy. He was indicted for tax
evasion in 1958 (the subsequent trial ended in a
hung jury), was accused of defraying traveling
costs as a public expense and developed a
spotty attendance record in Congress.
Additionally, he was sued by Esther James after
making a 1960 slanderous televised statement
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about her in relation to municipal corruption. The
turmoil seemed to have little effect on Powell's
loyal Harlem constituency, however, and he
continued to win re-election to his House seat.
Powell's career would eventually take a turn for
the worse in the mid-1960s, when the
congressman was accused of being in contempt
of court by New York State over the James
charges. In light of the newly garnered negative
publicity, Powell retreated to Bimini in the
Bahamas. The House of Representatives voted
Powell out of office in 1967, though the Supreme
Court would rule two years later that Congress
had no jurisdiction to remove him from his seat.
Powell was re-elected to Congress in 1968; he lost
the Democratic primary in 1970, however, to
Charles Rangel by a very slim margin.
On April 4, 1972, Powell died from cancer in
Miami, Florida. His ashes were scattered over
Bimini. The Harlem community continues to
remember the politician and religious leader for
his advocacy of the neighborhood; among its
many memorials of historic African American
figures, Harlem established an iconic state office
building and boulevard in Powell's name. One of
Powell's sons, Adam Clayton Powell IV, chose to
follow in his father's footsteps and enter politics,
becoming a member of the New York State
Assembly; Powell IV unsuccessfully campaigned
against Rangel (his father's earlier congressional
opponent) in 1994 and 2010. Research more
about Black politicians and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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In 1926, he married Sadie Gray, a teacher and
social worker, who died in 1969. Dr. Mays died in
1984. Research more about this great Amerivan
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today in our History - August 1, 1894 - Benjamin
Elijah Mays was born.
Born August 1, 1894 near Epworth, South
Carolina, he was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of
Bates College in Maine. He served as pastor of
Shiloh Baptist Church from 1921-1923 in Atlanta,
Georgia. Recruited by Morehouse President John
Hope, Mays would join the faculty as a
mathematics teacher and debate coach. He
obtained a master's degree in 1925 and in 1935 a
Ph.D. degree from the University of Chicago. In
1934, he was appointed dean of the School of
Religion at Howard University and served until
1940.
He became president of Morehouse College in
1940 and launched a 27-year tenure that
shepherded the institution into international
prominence. He upgraded the faculty, secured a
Phi Beta Kappa chapter and sustained
enrollment during wartime America. His most
noted forum was Tuesday morning Chapel in
historic Sale Hall, where he challenged and
inspired the students to excellence in scholarship
and in life itself. One of Morehouse's most
distinguished graduates, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
'48, remembers Dr. Mays as his "spiritual mentor"
and "intellectual father."
Upon his retirement, he served as president of the
Atlanta Board of Education from 1970 to
1981.Throughout his educational career, he
would receive 56 honorary degrees, including a
posthumously awarded degree from Columbia
University. He published nearly 2000 articles and
nine books.

Today, I would
like to share with
you the story of
the first African
American to be
elected and
seated as a
United States
House of
Represenatives
member from
South Carolina.
Still today, you
may be elected
by the people of your home district but if not
seated in Washington, D.C. by the body that you
were elected to you will not represent them in
Congress. Article I, section 5 of the U.S.
Constitution provides the House with the authority
to determine whether Members -elect are
qualified to be seated. Did you know that? or U.S.
Constitution, Article I, section 2, clause 2, kept
many Blacks from serving in Washington during
the early stages of Reconstruction. "Each house
shall be the judge of the ... qualifications of its
own members." Read the constitution and learn.
Enjoy!
Remember - "We love freedom more, vastly
more, than slavery. Consequently, we hope to
keep clear of the Democrats!" - Speech on the
the Ku Klux Klan Bill of April 1871 on the floor of
the U.S. House of Represenatives - Joseph H.
Rainey (R-SC)
Today in our History - August 2, 1887 - Joseph
Hayne Rainey died in Georgetown, S.C., the city
of his birth - of congestive fever, interment in the
Baptist Cemetery.
In 1870 Republican Joseph Hayne Rainey
became the first African American to be elected
to the United States House of Representatives
and take his seat. Others were elected earlier but
were not seated. Rainey was born in
Georgetown, South Carolina, on June 21,1832.
His parents had been slaves but his father
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purchased his family’s freedom and taught him
to be a barber. The family moved to Charleston
in 1846. Rainey, however, traveled frequently
outside the South and married in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania in 1859.
In 1861 Joseph Rainey was drafted to work on a
Confederate blockade runner during the Civil
War. In 1862 he escaped to Bermuda with his
wife and worked there as a barber before
returning to South Carolina in 1866.
Once back in the state, he joined the executive
committee of the newly formed South Carolina
Republican party. In 1868 he was elected a
delegate to the state Constitutional Convention.
Two years later in 1870 Rainey was elected to a
four-year term in the state senate where he soon
became the Chairman of the Finance
Committee. His tenure in the South Carolina State
Senate was brief. When South Carolina
Congressman Benjamin F. Whittemore resigned
Rainey won the seat in a special election. He
served in the 41st Congress and was appointed
to the Committee on Freedmen’s Affairs and the
Committee on Indian Affairs. Rainey ran for
reelection in 1872 without opposition. In May 1874
he became the first African American
representative to preside over a House session.
In 1876, with the Democrats reemerging as the
dominant force in South Carolina at the end of
Reconstruction, Rainey barely defeated
Democrat John S. Richardson for Congress.
Richardson, who never conceded the election,
contested Rainey’s seat for the next two years. In
1878 Richardson won the seat, ending Rainey’s
Congressional career.
Rainey returned to South Carolina and in 1879
was appointed an Internal Revenue Agent in the
state by President Rutherford B. Hayes. He held
the post until 1881 when he returned to
Washington, D.C. where he hoped to serve as
Clerk of the House of Representatives. Unable to
obtain the appointment, Rainey instead started
a brokerage and banking firm. After this failed he
managed a coal and wood yard before
returning to South Carolina impoverished and ill.
Joseph Hayne Rainey died in Georgetown on
August 2,1887, leaving a widow and five children.
Research more about Blacks serving in Congress
during Reconstruction and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you the story of
Blacks serving in the American Revolutionary
War. Growing up in Trenton, N.J. where General
Washington crossed the Deleware River on
Christmas night in 1776. Many say that Prince
Whipple was the Black on the boat of
Washington in that famous painting. It was not
Prince for he was one of Washington's aid's and
stayed on the Pennsylvania side of the Deleware
River that evening holding papers and a lantern.
Prince did get some action in battle and I want
to tell you of one of those exploits. Enjoy!
Remember - "...we find him choosing the better
part and Crispus Attucks, a Negro, was the first to
shed his blood on State street, Boston, that the
white American might enjoy liberty forever,
though his race remained in slavery." - Booker T.
Washington
Today in our History - August 3,1777 - African
American's Captures British General Prescott.
African Americans continued to serve in the
colonial militias, and some, like Prince Whipple,
an African American man in Lieutenant Colonel
Barton's Rhode island army, showed great daring
and bravery. Early morning August 3, 1777,
Colonel Barton conceived a plan to capture
British Major General Prescott, commander of the
Royal Army at Newport, Rhode Island, to effect a
trade for a captured American general.
Leading an army of forty men in two boats,
Barton landed five miles from Newport and
advanced on foot to the headquarters of
General Prescott, where the colonel, with a stout
African American close behind him, and another
at a small distance, confronted and then
overwhelmed a sentry. While the other men

surrounded the house, an African American man
named Prince Whipple, instantly thrust his head
through the panel door, and seized his victim,
Prescott while in bed. While Colonel Barton
received an elegant sword for his exploits, Prince,
the actual captor of the general, received
nothing. In that sense, Prince Whipple was not
exceptional. African Americans played a pivotal,
decisive role in battles only to have that role
forgotten afterward.
Prince Whipple (1756 – 1797)
Prince Whipple had been part of a wealthy
(perhaps even a royal) African family. When he
was ten, he was sent by his family to America for
an education; but while on the voyage, he was
shanghaied by the ship’s treacherous captain
and sold into slavery in Baltimore. He was bought
by New Hampshire ship captain William Whipple,
a famous leader in that State.
William Nell, in his 1852 The Colored Patriots of the
American Revolution, tells the early story of Prince
in America:
As was customary, Prince took the surname of his
owner, William Whipple, who would later
represent New Hampshire by signing the
Declaration of Independence. When William
Whipple joined the revolution as a captain,
Prince accompanied him and was in
attendance to General Washington on Christmas
night 1776 for the legendary and arduous
crossing of the Delaware. The surprise attack
following the crossing was a badly needed
victory for America and for Washington’s sagging
military reputation. In 1777, [William Whipple was]
promoted to Brigadier General and [was]
ordered to drive British General Burgoyne out of
Vermont.
An 1824 work provides details of what occurred
after General Whipple’s promotion:
On [his] way to the army, he told his servant
[Prince] that if they should be called into action,
he expected that he would behave like a man
of courage and fight bravely for his country.
Prince replied, “Sir, I have no inducement to fight,
but if I had my liberty, I would endeavor to
defend it to the last drop of my blood.” The
general manumitted [freed] him on the spot.
Prince Whipple did enter the service of America
as a soldier during the Revolution and is often
identified in a number of early paintings of the
War, including that of General Washington after
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crossing the Delaware. In fact, many identify
Prince Whipple as the man on the oar in the front
of the boat in the famous crossing of the
Delaware picture painted in 1851. Although
Whipple did not actually cross the Delaware with
Washington in the manner depicted, he was
representative of the thousands of black patriots
who did fight for American independence – and
of the many African Americans who did cross the
Delaware with Washington.
Prince Whipple fought in the Battle of Saratoga in
1777 and the Battle of Rhode Island in 1778. He
directly attended General Washington and the
general staff throughout the Revolution, serving
as a soldier and aide at the highest levels.
Research more about the Black "Son's of Liberty"
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today, I would
like to share
with you a
story of two
different
people and
the paths that
they took in
America at
the turn of the
20th century
to be
successful.
One was a
hard-working
blue-collar
business
owner and
hustler, who's
Inventions
kept him in
business because he relied on the Inventions to
feed himself and his family and the other was a
College graduate who became a doctor and
did his Inventions as a hobby. Both will receive
one of their Inventions patents from the U.S.
Government the same day. Enjoy!
Remember - "America is full of entrepreneurs,
inventors, and dreamers." - Archia L. Ross - Black
Inventor and Business Owner

Today in our History - August 4, 1896 - Two Black
Inventors receive U.S. patents on the same day.
Archia L. Ross received a patent for a runner to
be used on doorsteps and stoops (565,301).
George Franklin Grant received a patent for
Curtain Rod Support (565,075).
Archia L. Ross, an African American inventor,
received five U.S. patents for inventions at the
turn of the 20th century. The inventions were a
runner for stoops (1896), a bag closure device
(1898), a wrinkle-preventing trouser stretcher
(1899), a garment-hanger (1903), and a holder
for brooms and like articles. Ross was a resident
of the New York City metropolitan area, who also
patented some of the inventions in Canada.
Ross received a patent August 4, 1896 for a
runner to be used on doorsteps and stoops
(565,301). Runners were used to prevent slipping
and falling on icy walkways. It could be used for
private and public places. The basic design was
a series of interlocking mats. The runner could be
removed as needed and required minimal place
for storage. Ross lived in New York City when the
patent was filed. The runner was also patented in
Canada.
In 1915, Archia L. Ross had a store at 763
Lexington in Manhattan which sold wardrobe
fixtures for hanging clothes. The home residence
was 818 E. 214th Street. Three years later, the
listing was for Archie L. Ross and the business was
located at 419 Lexington Avenue, with the same
home residence. No date of birth or death or
pictures of A.L. Ross.
George Franklin Grant (September 15, 1846 –
August 21, 1910) was the first African American
professor at Harvard. He was also a Boston
dentist, and an inventor of a wooden golf tee
and Curtain Rod Support.
He was born on September 15, 1846, in Oswego,
New York, to Phillis Pitt and Tudor Elandor Grant
former slaves.
When he was fifteen years old a local dentist, Dr.
Albert Smith, hired him as an errand boy. He soon
became a lab assistant, and Dr. Smith
encouraged him to pursue a career in dentistry.
In 1868 he and Robert Tanner Freeman, another
son of former slaves, became the first blacks to
enroll in Harvard Dental School. After receiving
his degree in 1870, he became the first African
American faculty member at Harvard, in the
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School of Mechanical Dentistry, where he served
for 19 years.
While there he specialized in treating patients
with congenital cleft palates. His first patient was
a 14-year-old girl, and by 1889 he had treated
115 cases. He patented the oblate palate, a
prosthetic device that allowed patients to speak
more normally. He was a founding member and
president of the Harvard Odonatological Society,
and, in 1881, he was elected President of the
Harvard Dental Association.
He got into inventing when he faced a problem
at his office and the curtains bulging in the
middle and he received a patent for the curtain
rod support on August 4, 1896.
Grant was an avid golfer. In 1899 he improved on
Percy Ellis' "Perfectum" tee. He invented and
patented a golf tee whittled from wood and
capped with gutta-percha; a latex resin used in
dentistry for root canals.
He died on August 21, 1910, at his vacation home
in Chester, New Hampshire, of liver disease.
U.S. Patent 565,075 – Curtain Rod Support –
8/4/1896 - U.S. Patent 638,920 – Wooden Golf Tee
12/12/1899. Research more about Black Inventors
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today, I would
like to share part
of a story with
you. It's a sad
story because
History will tell you
that this person
was called
"Moses" for
helping people
escape slavery
using the
Underground
Railroad, helped
John Brown
recruit men for his
raid in VA during
the Civil War this
person was a spy,
scout and nurse
for the Union Army and an advocate for
woman's rights. The concept of "getting paid" for

all of these deeds was a tragedy especially in her
later life. The story that they won't put in the
History Books about this leader of leaders.
Remember – “I had reasoned this out in my mind,
there was one of two things I had a right to,
liberty or death; if I could not have one, I would
have the other.” – Harriet Tubman
Today in our History - August 5, 1893 - Araminta
Ross (Harriet Tubman) falls prey to a swindle
involving gold transfer.
Two men, one named Stevenson and the other
John Thomas, claimed to have in their possession
a cache of gold smuggled out of South Carolina.
They offered this treasure – worth about US$5,000,
they claimed – for US$2,000 in cash. They insisted
that they knew a relative of Tubman's, and she
took them into her home, where they stayed for
several days. She knew that white people in the
South had buried valuables when Union forces
threatened the region, and also that black men
were frequently assigned to digging duties.
Thus, the situation seemed plausible, and a
combination of her financial woes and her good
nature led her to go along with the plan. She
borrowed the money from a wealthy friend
named Anthony Shimer and arranged to receive
the gold late one night. Once the men had lured
her into the woods, however, they attacked her
and knocked her out with chloroform, then stole
her purse and bound and gagged her. When she
was found by her family, she was dazed and
injured, and the money was gone.
New York responded with outrage to the
incident, and while some criticized Tubman for
her naïveté, most sympathized with her
economic hardship and lambasted the con
men. The incident refreshed the public's memory
of her past service and her economic woes.
Representatives Clinton D. MacDougall of New
York and Gerry W. Hazelton of Wisconsin
introduced a bill (H.R. 2711/3786) providing that
Tubman be paid "the sum of $2,000 for services
rendered by her to the Union Army as scout,
nurse, and spy". It was defeated.
In 1898, Tubman petitioned the Congress for
benefits for her own service in the Civil War,
outlining her "responsibilities during the war" as
she was still receiving the pension of her
deceased husband, Nelson Davis, payments of
which had begun in 1895 after it was originally
denied.
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By 1899, after receiving numerous documents
and letters to support Tubman's claims, the U.S.
Congress passed and President William McKinley
signed H.R. 4982, a law which "authorized an
increase of Tubman's pension to twenty dollars
per month for her service as a nurse." Research
more about this great American and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I am
going to share
with you a
story that
happened in
my hometown
of Trenton,
N.J., this story
would go
down as one
of the most
controversial
court cases
not only in
local history
but up and
down the East Coast along with National news
but also International news for its time. A young
Thurgood Marshall was in Trenton to defend the
young blacks.
men.
W.E.B. Dubois, Paul Roberson to Albert Einstein
communicated their support to local civil rights
leader
Catherine “Stoney” Graham.
Remember – “if any of these niggers gets off, we
might as well give up and turn in our badges.” –
Unidentified Trenton Police Officer
Today in our History – August 6, 1948 - The Trenton
Six is the group name for six African American
defendants tried for murder of an elderly white
shopkeeper in January 1948 in Trenton, New
Jersey. The six young men were convicted on
August 6, 1948 by an all-white jury of the murder
and sentenced to death.
Their case was taken up as a major civil rights
case, because of injustices after their arrests and
questions about the trial. The Civil Rights Congress
and the NAACP had legal teams that
represented three men each in appeals to the
State Supreme Court. It found fault with the

court's instruction to the jury and remanded the
case to a lower court for retrial, which took place
in 1951. That resulted in a mistrial, requiring a third
trial. Four of the defendants were acquitted.
Ralph Cooper pleaded guilty, implicating the
other five in the crime. Collis English was
convicted of murder, but the jury recommended
mercy - life in prison rather than execution.
The civil rights groups appealed again to the
State Supreme Court, which found fault with the
court, and remanded the case to the lower court
for retrial of the two defendants who were
sentenced to life. One was convicted in 1952
and the other pleaded guilty; both were
sentenced to life. Collis English died in late
December that year in prison. Ralph Cooper was
paroled in 1954 and disappeared from the
records.
On the morning of January 27, 1948, the elderly
William Horner (1875–1948) opened his secondhand furniture store as usual, at 213 North Broad
Street in Trenton. His common-law wife worked
with him there. A while later, several young
African American men entered the store. One or
more killed Horner by hitting him in the head with
a soda bottle; some also assaulted his wife. She
could not say for sure how many men were
involved with the attack, saying two to four lightskinned African-American males in their teens
had assaulted them.
The Trenton police, pressured to solve the case,
arrested the following men: Ralph Cooper, 24;
Collis English, 23; McKinley Forrest, 35; John
McKenzie, 24; James Thorpe, 24; and Horace
Wilson, 37, on February 11, 1948. All were arrested
without warrants, were held without being given
access to attorneys, and were questioned for as
long as four days before being brought before a
judge. Five of the six men charged with the
murder signed confessions written by the police.
The trial began on June 7, 1948, when the State
of New Jersey opened its case against the six
based on the five signed confessions obtained
by the Trenton police. There was no other
forensic evidence, and Horner's widow could not
identify the men as the ones in her store.
The defendants were assigned four attorneys,
one of whom was African American. On August
6, 1948 all six men were convicted and
sentenced to death. All six had provided alibis for
that day and had repudiated their confessions,
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signed under duress. An appeal was filed and an
automatic stay of execution granted.
In the process of appeal, the Communist Party
USA took on the legal defense of half the
defendants, with Emanuel Hirsch Bloch acting as
their attorney.
The NAACP (National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People) defended the
other three men, seeking to get their convictions
overturned. Among the NAACP attorneys were
Thurgood Marshall, who led many legal efforts by
the organization; he later was appointed as the
first African American to the Supreme Court of
the United States; Clifford Roscoe Moore, Sr., later
appointed as U.S. Commissioner for Trenton, New
Jersey, the first African American appointed to
such a position since post-Civil War
Reconstruction; and Raymond Pace Alexander,
later to be appointed as a judge in Pennsylvania.
In 1949 the State Supreme Court remanded the
case to the lower court for retrial, ruling that the
jury had been improperly charged in the first
case.[2] In the course of the trial, the defense
teams revealed that evidence had been
manufactured. The medical examiner in Trenton
was found guilty of perjury.
After a mistrial, four of the men were acquitted in
a third trial.
Collis English was convicted. Ralph Cooper
pleaded guilty, implicating the other five in the
crime. The jury recommended mercy for these
two men, with prison sentences rather than
capital punishment. These two convictions were
also appealed; the State Supreme Court said the
court had erred again. It remanded the case to
the lower court for a fourth trial in 1952.
English suffered a heart attack (myocardial
infarction) soon after the trial and died in
December 1952 in prison. Cooper served a
portion of his prison sentence and was released
on parole in 1954 for good behavior.
Because of legal abuses in the treatment of
suspects after the arrests, the case attracted
considerable attention. The Civil Rights Congress
and the NAACP generated publicity to highlight
the racial inequities in the railroading of the
suspects, their lack of access to counsel, the
chief witness' inability to identify them, and other
issues. Figures such as W. E. B. Du Bois to Pete
Seeger, then active in leftist movements, joined
the campaign for publicity about obtaining
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justice in the trials of these men. Albert Einstein
also protested the injustice. Commentary and
protests were issued from many nations.

such a bleak place; no one is doing anything
about it." - Ernest Wade

The Accused
• Ralph Cooper (1924-?) pleaded guilty in the 4th
trial and was sentenced to life. After being
paroled in 1954, he disappeared from records.
• Collis English (1925–1952). Shortly after the
fourth trial, he died in prison on December 31,
1952 of a heart attack.
• McKinley Forrest (1913–1982). He was the
brother-in-law of Collis English. Acquitted in the
third trial in 1951.
• John McKenzie (1925-?), acquitted in 1951.
• James Henry Thorpe, Jr. (1913–1955), acquitted
in 1951. He died in a car crash on March 25,
1955.[5]
• Horace Wilson (1911–2000), acquitted in 1951.

Born in Jackson, Mississippi, Wade was trained as
a singer and organist. Her family had a strong
connection to the theater. Her mother, Hazel
Wade, worked in vaudeville as a performer, while
her maternal grandmother, Mrs. Johnson, worked
for the Lincoln Theater in Baltimore, Maryland
Ernestine grew up in Los Angeles and started her
acting career at age four. In 1935, Ernestine was
a member of the Four Hot Chocolates singing
group.

Have a saecial place for her to give for a great
cause, make it a champion day A look back at A "Northern Lynching," 1948 – 70 years later Remembering the Trenton Six Case – Read and
Learn!

Today I would like to share with you. Ernest Wade
(August 7, 1906 – April 15, 1983) who was an
American actress who is best known for playing
the role of Sapphire Stevens on both the radio
and TV versions of The Amos 'n' Andy Show. It was
work but since there is name calling Ernest
(Nigger) I will leave here one day. Enjoy!
Remember " A lot of people have given up
having any hopes and dreams in exchange for
escaping from reality. No wonder the world is

Today in our History - August 7,1906 - Is dead.

She appeared in bit parts in films and did the ve
performance of a butterfly in the 1946 Walt
Disney production Song of the South. Wade was
a member of the choir organized by actresssinger Anne Brown for the filming of the George
Gershwin biographical film Rhapsody in Blue
(1945) and appeared in the film as one of the
"Catfish Row" residents in the Porgy and Bess
segment. She enjoyed the highest level of
prominence on Amos 'n Andy by playing the
shrewish, demanding and manipulative wife of
George “Kingfish” Stevens. Wade, Johnny Lee,
and Lillian Randolph, Amanda Randolph, Jester
Hairston, Roy Glenn (and several others) were
among the Amos 'n' Andy radio cast members to
also appear in the TV series.
Ernestine began playing Sapphire Stevens in
1939, but riginally came to the Amos 'n' Andy
radio show in the rolof Valada Green, a lady who
believed she had married Andy.
In her interview which is part of the documentary
Amos 'n' Andy: Anatomy of a Controversy, Wade
related how she got the job with the radio show.
Initially there for a singing role, she was asked if
she could "do lines". When the answer was yes,
she was first asked to say, "I do" and then to
scream; the scream got her the role of Valada
Green. Ernestine also played the radio roles of
The Widow Armbruster, Sara Fletcher, and Mrs.
Van Porter.
In a 1979 interview, Ernestine related that she
would often be stopped by strangers who
recognized her from the television show, saying, "I
know who you are and I want to ask you, is that
your real husband?" At her home, she had
framed signed photos from the members of the
Amos 'n' Andy television show cast. Tim Moore,
her TV husband, wrote the following on his, "My

Best Wishes To My Darling Battle Ax From The
Kingfish Tim Moore".
Wade defended her character against criticism
of being a negative stereotype of African
American women. In a 1973 interview, she
stated, “I know there were those who were
offended by it, but I still have people stop me on
the street to tell me how much they enjoyed it.
And many of those people are black members
of the NAACP.” The documentary Amos 'n' Andy:
Anatomy of a Controversy covered the history of
the radio and television shows as well as
interviews with surviving cast members. Ernestine
was among them, and she continued her
defense of the show and those with roles in it.
She believed that the roles she and her
colleagues played
made it possible for African American actors who
came later to be cast in a wider variety of roles.
She also considered the early typecast roles,
where women were most often cast as maids,
not to be damaging, seeing them in the sense of
someone being either given the role of the hero
or the part of the villain.
In later years, she continued as an actress, doing
more voice work for radio and cartoons. After
Amos 'n' Andy, Wade did voice work in television
and radio commercials. Ernestine also did office
work and played the organ. She also appeared
in a 1967 episode of TV's Family Affair as a maid
working for a stage actress played by Joan
Blondell. Ernestine Wade is buried in AngelusRosedale Cemetery in Los Angeles, California.
Since she had no headstone, the West Adams
Heritage Association marked her grave with a
plaque. Reacearh more about this great
American and make it a champion day!
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Today, I want to
share a story with
you, it begins with
me being the
advisor to the SGA
at Junior High
School Number 3
in Trenton, N.J.
and I along with
other students,
facility,
parents/guardians
and citizens of
Trenton listening to
our Governor Tom
Kean deliver the
commencement
address.
THE FIRST TIME A
SITTING GOVERNOR gave a commencement
address to a Trenton, N.J. school. I was awarded
“Teacher of the year” for Mercer County but I
was also (RIF)’ed reduction of force from the
Trenton School System. I was blessed that Ewing
High School took me in as a History teacher and
Football and Track coach. I also was advisor to
my own club that I had formed while in Trenton
called - The Spectrum Project.
When I had heard that Congressman Leland had
died, I called my friend Rep. Donald Payne (DNJ) who was a member of the Congressional
Black Congress and asked if my club could have
the rights to Mr. Leland and give awards under
his lasting efforts. My students representing 6
different school districts in Mercer County, NJ
went to honor “Mickey” in his home 5th Ward
Texas at Phillis Whitely High School. I was proud of
my students because the Governor of Texas –
Ann Richards, Mayor of Houston – Kathryn J.
Whitmire and Barbara Jordan – who represented
Texas Southern University were there to also honor
Congressman Leland. Shawn (Harris) Mitchell was
one of the speakers that day and she works this
day at Trenton’s Board of Education and ask her
what she felt about being a member of the
Spectrum Project. Enjoy “Mickey’s” story!
Remember – “In a world that has so many
challenges, being fed a good meal should not
be one of the challenges” - George Thomas
"Mickey" Leland,
Today in our History – August 8, 1989 - George
Thomas “Mickey” Leland III dies.

“Mickey” was America's most effective
spokesman for hungry people in the United
States and throughout the world. During six terms
in the Congress, six years as a Texas state
legislator and, Democratic National Committee
official, he focused much needed attention on
issues of health and hunger and rallied support
that resulted in both public and private action.
Leland combined the skills of the charismatic
leader with the power of a sophisticated behindthe-scenes congressman. He matured during his
years in Congress into a brilliantly effective and
influential advocate for food security and health
care rights for every human being. When Mickey
Leland died in 1989, he was Chairman of the
House Select Committee on Hunger. His
committee studied the problems associated with
domestic and international hunger and then
delivered the practical solution of food.
George Thomas "Mickey" Leland, III, was born on
November 27, 1944, in Lubbock, Texas, to Alice
and George Thomas Leland, II. At an early age,
he, along with his mother and brother (William
Gaston Leland), took up residence in the Fifth
Ward of Houston, Texas.
During the administration of President Leonard O.
Spearman, Leland received an honorary
doctorate degree from Texas Southern University.
He married the former Alison Clark Walton, a
Georgetown University law student, in 1983.
Congressman Leland fathered three children,
Jarrett David (born February 6, 1986) and twins,
Austin Mickey and Cameron George (born
January 14, 1990, after Leland's death).
Congressman Leland was elected in November
1978 to the United States House of
Representatives from the 18th Congressional
District of Houston, Texas. His Congressional
district included the neighborhood where he had
grown up, and he was recognized as a
knowledgeable advocate for health, children
and the elderly. His leadership abilities were
quickly noted in Washington, and he was chosen
Freshman Majority Whip in his first term, and later
served twice as At-Large Majority Whip. Leland
was re-elected to each succeeding Congress
until his death in August 1989.
Mickey Leland's sincere concern for ethnic
equality earned him a leadership position in
politics. During 1985-86, Congressman Leland
served as Chairman of the Congressional Black
Caucus (CBC) for the 99th Congress. The CBC
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was created in 1971 with only 13 members. By
1987, the CBC had grown to 23 members. Leland
was also a member of the Democratic National
Committee (DNC) from 1976-85. He served as
Chairman of the DNC's Black Caucus from 19811985, and in that capacity, he served on the
DNC's Executive Committee.
When running for re-election in 1988,
Congressman Leland was quoted as saying, "This
is my 10th year in Congress, and I want to go
back." He stated further, "The more influence I
get, the more I can help the people of the 18th
District, but also (people) throughout the
country." Leland was becoming increasingly
successful in international human rights and world
hunger issues. He fought against the injustice of
South African Apartheid and led successful
boycotts against South Africa Airways and was
instrumental in obtaining a congressional
override of President Reagan's veto of economic
sanctions against South Africa.
Mickey Leland died as he had lived, on a mission
seeking to help those most in need. While leading
another relief mission in 1989, to an isolated
refugee camp, Fugnido, in Ethiopia, which
sheltered thousands of unaccompanied children
fleeing the civil conflict in neighboring Sudan,
Leland's plane crashed into a mountainside in
Ethiopia. The force of the crash killed everyone
aboard, including the Congressman, his chief of
staff Patrice Johnson, and 13 other passengers
from a number of government, humanitarian,
and development organizations.
George Thomas "Mickey" Leland ▪ Born
November 27, 1944, Lubbock, TX▪ Died August
8,1989, Gambela, Ethiopia. Resersh more about
the great Amerivan and share with your babies.
Make it a cahmpion day1

And what a great day it will be. I would like to
share a story with you. How many of you have
had someone knock on your door not to buy
anything but wants to sit and visit with you about
their vision spin? Sometimes you hide and won’t
answer the door. Today let's look at a member of
that relious group. Enjoy!
Remember - " Many blacks will one day see the
Importance of joining our family" - Mary Lucille
Perkins Bankhead,
Today in our History - August 9, 1902 - Mary Lucille
Perkins Bankhead dies.
Mary Lucille Perkins Bankhead, lifelong resident of
Salt Lake City and member of the Genesis Group
leadership, was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, on
August 9, 1902. Her father, Sylvester Perkins, was a
cowboy and farmer. Her mother, Martha Anne
Jane Stevens Perkins Howell, was a homemaker
and a farmworker. Martha and Sylvester
celebrated a double wedding in 1899 with Nettie
Jane (granddaughter of the famous Jane
Manning James) and Louis Leggroan. The Perkins
family proudly claimed Green Flake (Martha’s
grandfather and one of three “colored servants”
among the vanguard Mormon pioneers) as their
ancestor.
Lucille Perkins grew up on a homestead originally
granted by President Ulysses S. Grant. She was a
lifelong member of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (LDS). According to Bankhead,
the relationship among neighbors was
characterized more by camaraderie than by
racial tensions, though she certainly found racial
tension in her LDS congregation.
In 1922 Lucille Perkins married Thomas LeRoy
Bankhead, a descendant of Nathan Bankhead,
a slave of Mormon pioneers. Lucille and LeRoy
had a total of eight children. The marriage lasted
forty-five years until LeRoy died on February 18,
1968.
Bankhead maintained a close but complicated
relationship with the LDS Church throughout her
life. Her father and husband were Mormons, but
both had refused to attend church. Her husband
participated in social engagements and
charitable activities sponsored by the church
and accompanied Bankhead to meetings.
However, rather than attend these meetings, he
would wait for Lucille in the car in cold weather
or in storms.

Their sons were
practicing
Mormons, but
during their
youth, the LDS
Church was still
enforcing its
ban on blacks
entering the
priesthood. The
Bankhead sons
did not remain
active in the
LDS Church.
Lucille
Bankhead
believed that people, rather than God, were
responsible for the priesthood restriction.
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Bankhead challenged the legitimacy of white
supremacy on several fronts. In 1939 a Utah state
senator proposed to relocate Salt Lake City’s
black residents to a different side of the city in an
effort to obtain black-owned real estate.
Bankhead and members of her arts and crafts
club went to the capitol and sat in the gallery for
several hours. She and her group were able to
stop this land repossession. When Bankhead
served as secretary for the Daughters of Utah
Pioneers, she was set to deliver a speech. As she
approached the entrance of the meeting hall,
the doorman closed the door. He expected
Bankhead to enter through the kitchen, but she
managed to have the door opened for her and
delivered her speech as planned.
When the Genesis Group (a support group for
black Mormons) was organized in 1971, Lucille
Bankhead became the president of its Relief
Society (the women’s organization). She also
participated in the proxy endowment (an LDS
temple ordinance) of Jane Elizabeth Manning
James, a black woman close to LDS founder
Joseph Smith. She was also a featured speaker at
the first annual Ebony Rose Black History
conference in 1987.
Mary Lucille Perkins Bankhead passed away in
Salt Lake City on June 16, 1994 and is buried in
the Elysian Gardens Cemetery. She was ninetyone. Research more about this great American
and share withh your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you the story of a
young lady who was with President Obama from
his early days in IL. throught his time in the White
House, Enjoy!
Remember - " Dreams are just thant unless you
work on turning a dream into your reality" Cassandra Quin Butt
Today in our History - August 10, 1965 - Deputy
White House Counsel to President Barack Obama
is born.
Cassandra Quin Butt is Deputy White House
Counsel to President Barack Obama on issues
relating to civil rights, domestic policy,
healthcare, and education. She brought
seventeen years of experience in politics and
policy to her position. She is a long-time friend of
the President, acting as an advisor during his term
in the U.S. Senate and throughout his presidential
campaign. Additionally, she served as a member
of the presidential transition team.
Butts was born on August 10, 1965, in Brooklyn,
New York, and at age nine moved to Durham,
North Carolina. She graduated from the
University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill
with a BA in political science. While at UNC she
participated in anti-apartheid protests. She
entered Harvard Law School in 1988 where her
friendship with future President Barack Obama
began when both were filling out forms in the
student financial aid line. Butts continued her
activism at Harvard where she joined in protests
regarding hiring practices for faculty of color. She
received a JD from Harvard in 1991.
The first black woman to function as Deputy
White House Counsel gradually rose to
prominence Her first job was as a counselor at
the YMCA in Durham, North Carolina, and after
graduating from UNC she worked for a year as a
researcher with the African News Service in
Durham. For six years she was a registered
lobbyist with the Center for American Progress
(CAP), rising to Senior Vice President.
Butts served as an election observer in the 2000
Zimbabwean parliamentary elections and was a
counsel to Senator Harris Wofford of
Pennsylvania. Butts then performed litigation and
policy work as assistant counsel for the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, Inc., where she worked on civil rights policy
and litigated voting rights and school
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desegregation cases. She spent seven years
working as a senior advisor to U.S. Congressman
and Democratic Majority Leader Dick Gephardt
of Missouri. Working with Gephardt honed her
political skills with her appointment as policy
director on his 2004 presidential campaign,
during which she helped formulate a universal
health care plan. She also was his principal
advisor on matters involving judiciary, financial
services, and information technology issues. By
1998 Butts provided strategic advice to the
Majority Leader on a range of issues including the
1998 presidential impeachment and legislation
relating to the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001. While working for Gephardt she helped
draft the groundbreaking September 11th Victim
Compensation Fund of 2001.
In her current White House position, Butts advises
President Obama on general domestic policy
concerns. Additionally, she specializes in matters
related to presidential policy, ethical questions,
financial disclosures, and legal issues surrounding
the President’s decision to sign or veto legislation.
Research more about this great American and
share with your babies. Make it A champion day!

Today I want to
share with you
the story of the
first Black
psychiatrist. He
also was at the
forefront of
understanding
the effects of
Alzheimer’s, a
disease which I
have lost some
family
members and
parents of
some of my friends. When people tell you that
our race is just about entertainment and sports let
them know that we have a rich background in all
fields of the human race. Enjoy!
Remember - "When you know that you don't
know, you've got to read." Dr. Solomon Carter
Fuller
Today in our History - August 11, 1872 - Solomon
Carter Fuller was born.

Solomon Carter Fuller, an early 20th century
psychiatrist, researcher, and medical educator,
was born on August 11, 1872 in Monrovia, Liberia.
His parents, Solomon C. and Anna Ursilla (James)
Fuller, were Americo-Liberians. Solomon Carter
Fuller was the first African American psychiatrist.
He also performed considerable research
concerning degenerative diseases of the brain.
Solomon’s grandfather was a Virginia slave who
bought his and his wife’s freedom and moved to
Norfolk, Virginia. The grandfather then emigrated
to Liberia in 1852 to help establish a settlement of
African Americans.
Fuller always showed an interest in medicine,
especially since his grandparents were medical
missionaries in Liberia. In 1889, Solomon migrated
to the United States to attend Livingstone
College in Salisbury, North Carolina. He then
attended Long Island College Medical School
and completed his medical degree at the
Boston University School of Medicine in 1897.
Fuller completed an internship at Westborough
State Hospital in Boston and stayed on as a
pathologist. He eventually became a faculty
member of the Boston University School of
Medicine. In 1909 Fuller married Meta Vaux
Warrick Fuller, an internationally known sculptor.
The couple had three children, Solomon C.,
William T., and Perry J. Fuller.
Fuller faced discrimination in the medical field in
the form of unequal salaries and
underemployment. His duties often involved
performing autopsies, an unusual procedure for
that era. While performing these autopsies Fuller
made discoveries which allowed him to advance
in his career as well contribute to the scientific
and medical communities.
Solomon Fuller’s major contribution was to the
growing clinical knowledge of Alzheimer’s
disease. As part of his post-graduate studies at
the University of Munich (Germany), Fuller
researched pathology and specifically
neuropathology. In 1903 Solomon Carter Fuller
was one of the five foreign students chosen by
Alois Alzheimer to do research at the Royal
Psychiatric Hospital at the University of Munich.
He also helped correctly diagnose and train
others to correctly diagnose the side effects of
syphilis to prevent black war veterans from
getting misdiagnosed, discharged, and ineligible
for military benefits. He trained these young
doctors at the Veteran’s Hospital in Tuskegee,
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Alabama before the infamous Tuskegee syphilis
experiments (1932-1972).
Through much of his early professional career
(1899-1933) Fuller was employed with Boston
University’s School of Medicine where the highest
position he attained was associate professor.
Solomon Carter Fuller died of diabetes in 1953 in
Framingham, Massachusetts. In 1974, the Black
Psychiatrists of America created the Solomon
Carter Fuller Program for young black aspiring
psychiatrists to complete their residency. The
Solomon Carter Fuller Mental Health Center in
Boston is also named after Dr. Fuller. Research
more about blacks in the medical profession and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I want to share with you one of the brave
Black Men who represented us as a Buffalo
Soldier after the Civil War and Reconstruction.
The time that the Country was completing the
extermination of the Native Americans or as it
was called "The Indian Wars". Even though the
13th, 14th and 15th amendments to the U.S.
Constitution; known collectively as the Civil War
Amendments were passed, the Black race in
America was still considered to be second class
citizens in many parts of the country as the "ERA
OF JIM CROW" had begun. So let's have the
black man get rid of the red man.
Even our American History supports the strong
efforts of the contributions and heroism of the
Buffalo Soldiers by 1890, the state of Louisiana
passed the Separate Car Act, which required

separate accommodations for blacks and whites
on railroads, including separate railway cars. This
would be heard by the Supreme Court in 1896
and Plessy v. Ferguson, will be the law of the land
until the 1960’s. Teach yourself and your babies
our part of this American History. Remember and
enjoy!
Remember - "The earth and the horse moved as
it should be and the warrior that the blue coats
send to defeat us we respect as our God (Wakan Tanka - The Great Spirit) asked us too. I
have no Battle with the Buffalo Soldier" - Sitting
Bull - Hunk papa Lakota holy man & leader
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Jordan’s health declined dramatically in the
autumn of 1904 but Jordan was denied
admission to the Fort Robinson’s hospital. Told to
try the Soldiers’ Home in Washington, D.C., he
died 19 October, the post chaplain officially
complaining that Jordan “died for the want of
proper attention.” Jordan was buried in the Fort
Robinson cemetery, his funeral conducted with
full honors and attended by most of the post’s
personnel, a bittersweet ending to the story of an
exemplary buffalo soldier. Research more about
these great Americans and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today in our History - August 12, 1880 - George
Jordan was awarded the Medal of Honor for
gallantry in battle at Fort Tularosa, New Mexico.

Today I
would like to
share with
you a story
that was so
bad, the
President
hurt many
people of
color and
their
families. It
would be
know as the
Brownsville
Case. Enjoy!

George Jordan, buffalo soldier and Medal of
Honor recipient, hailed from rural Williamson
County in central Tennessee. Enlisting in the 38th
Infantry Regiment on 25 December 1866, the
short and illiterate Jordan proved a good soldier.
In January 1870, he transferred to the 9th
Cavalry’s K Troop, his home for the next twentysix years. Earning the trust of his troop
commander, Captain Charles Parker, Jordan
was promoted to corporal in 1874; by 1879, he
wore the chevrons of a sergeant. It was during
these years that Jordan learned how to read and
write, an accomplishment that certainly
facilitated his advancement in the Army.
On 14 May 1880, following a difficult forced
march at night, a twenty-five-man detachment
under Jordan successfully repulsed a determined
attack on old Fort Tularosa, New Mexico, by
more numerous Apaches. The next year on 12
August, still campaigning against the Apaches,
Jordan’s actions contributed to the survival of a
detachment under Captain Parker when they
were ambushed in Carrizo Canyon, New Mexico.
Although neither engagement received much
attention initially, in 1890 Jordan was awarded a
Medal of Honor for Tularosa and a Certificate of
Merit for Carrizo Canyon.
By the time of his retirement in 1896 at Fort
Robinson, Jordan had served ten years as first
sergeant of a veteran troop renowned for its
performance against the Apache and Sioux.
Jordan joined other buffalo soldier veterans in
nearby Crawford, Nebraska, and became a
successful landowner, although his efforts to vote
bore little fruit.

Remember " I lost my
livelthood
and my
future
because of a lie! - Black Solder
Today in our History - August 13, 1906 - Black
soldiers accused of killing a white bartender and
a Hispanic police officer was wounded by
gunshots in the town.
Since arriving at Fort Brown on July 28, 1906, the
black US soldiers had been required to follow the
legal color line mandate from white citizens of
Brownsville, which included the state's racial
segregation law dictating separate
accommodation for black people and white
people, and Jim Crow customs such as showing
respect for white people, as well as respect for
local laws.
A reported attack on a white woman during the

night of August 12 so incensed many
townspeople that Maj. Charles W. Penrose, after
consultation with Mayor Frederick Combe,
declared an early curfew for soldiers the
following day to avoid trouble.
On the night of August 13, 1906, a white
bartender was killed and a Hispanic police
officer was wounded by gunshots in the town.
Immediately the residents of Brownsville cast the
blame on the black soldiers of the 25th Infantry at
Fort Brown. But the all-white commanders at Fort
Brown confirmed that all of the soldiers were in
their barracks at the time of the shootings. Local
whites, including Brownsville's mayor, still claimed
that some of the black soldiers participated in
the shooting.
Local townspeople of Brownsville began
providing evidence of the 25th Infantry's part in
the shooting by producing spent bullet cartridges
from Army rifles which they said belonged to the
25th's men. Despite the contradictory evidence
that demonstrated the spent shells were planted
in order to frame men of the 25th Infantry in the
shootings, investigators accepted the statements
of the local whites and the Brownsville mayor.
When soldiers of the 25th Infantry were pressured
to name who fired the shots, they insisted that
they had no idea who had committed the crime.
Captain Bill McDonald of the Texas Rangers
investigated 12 enlisted men and tried to tie the
case to them. The local county court did not
return any indictments based on his investigation,
but residents kept up complaints about the black
soldiers of the 25th.
At the recommendation of the Army's Inspector
General, President Theodore Roosevelt ordered
167 of the black troops to be dishonorably
discharged because of their "conspiracy of
silence". Although some accounts have claimed
that six of the troops were Medal of Honor
recipients, historian Frank N. Schubert has shown
that none was. Fourteen of the men were later
reinstated into the army. The dishonorable
discharge prevented the 153 other men from
ever working in a military or civil service capacity.
Some of the black soldiers had been in the U.S.
Army for more than 20 years, while others were
extremely close to retirement with pensions,
which they lost as a result.
The prominent African American educator and
activist, Booker T. Washington, president of
Tuskegee Institute, got involved in the case. He

asked President Roosevelt to reconsider his
decision in the affair. Roosevelt dismissed
Washington's plea and allowed his decision to
stand.
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Both blacks and many whites across the United
States were outraged at Roosevelt's actions. The
black community began to turn against him,
although it had previously supported the
Republican president (in addition to maintaining
loyalty to the party of Abraham Lincoln, black
people approved of Roosevelt having invited
Booker T. Washington to dinner at the White
House and speaking out publicly against
lynching). The administration withheld news of
the dishonorable discharge of the soldiers until
after the 1906 Congressional elections, so that
the pro-Republican black vote would not be
affected. The case became a political football,
with William Howard Taft, positioning for the next
candidacy for presidency, trying to avoid
trouble.
Leaders of major black organizations, such as the
Constitution League, the National Association of
Colored Women, and the Niagara Movement,
tried to persuade the administration not to
discharge the soldiers, but were unsuccessful.
From 1907–1908, the US Senate Military Affairs
Committee investigated the Brownsville Affair,
and the majority in March 1908 reached the
same conclusion as Roosevelt. Senator Joseph B.
Foraker of Ohio had lobbied for the investigation
and filed a minority report in support of the
soldiers' innocence. Another minority report by
four Republicans concluded that the evidence
was too inconclusive to support the discharges.
In September 1908, prominent educator and
leader W. E. B. DuBois urged black people to
register to vote and to remember their treatment
by the Republican administration when it was
time to vote for president.
Feelings across the nation remained high against
the government actions, but with Taft
succeeding Roosevelt as President, and Foraker
failing to win re-election, some of the political
pressure declined.
On February 23, 1909, the Committee on Military
Affairs recommended favorably on Bill S.5729 for
correction of records and reenlistment of officers
and men of Companies B, C, and D of the 25th
Infantry.
Senator Foraker was not re-elected. He
continued to work on the Brownsville affair during

his remaining time in office, guiding a resolution
through Congress to establish a board of inquiry
with the power to reinstate the soldiers. The bill,
which the administration did not oppose, was less
than Foraker wanted. He had hoped for a
requirement that unless specific evidence was
shown against a man, he would be allowed to
re-enlist. The legislation passed both houses and
was signed by Roosevelt on March 2, 1909.
On March 6, 1909, shortly after he left the Senate,
Foraker was the guest of honor at a mass
meeting at Washington's Metropolitan African
Methodist Episcopal Church. Though both whites
and African Americans assembled to recognize
the former senator, all the speakers but Foraker
were African American. Presented with a silver
loving cup, he addressed the crowd,
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Department re-investigate the matter to provide
justice to the accused soldiers.
In 1972, the Army found the accused members of
the 25th Infantry to be innocent. At its
recommendations, President Richard Nixon
pardoned the men and awarded them
honorable discharges, without backpay. These
discharges were generally issued posthumously,
as there were only two surviving soldiers from the
affair: one had re-enlisted in 1910. In 1973,
Hawkins and Senator Hubert Humphreygained
congressional passage of a tax-free pension for
the last survivor, Dorsie Willis, who received
$25,000. He was honored in ceremonies in
Washington, DC, and Los Angeles. Research
more about the case and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

I have said that I do not believe that a man in
that battalion had anything to do with the
shooting up of "Brownsville," but whether any one
of them had, it was our duty to ourselves as a
great, strong, and powerful nation to give every
man a hearing, to deal fairly and squarely with
every man; to see to it that justice was done to
him; that he should be heard.
On April 7, 1909, under the provisions of the Act
of March 30, 1909, a Military Court of Inquiry was
set up by Secretary of War Jacob M. Dickinson to
report on the charges and recommend for
reenlistment those men who had been
discharged under Special Order # 266,
November 9, 1906. Of the 167 discharged men,
76 were located as witnesses, and 6 did not wish
to appear.
The 1910 Court of Military Inquiry undertook an
examination of the soldiers' bids for re-enlistment,
in view of the Senate committee's reports, but its
members interviewed only about one-half of the
soldiers discharged. It accepted 14 for reenlistment, and eleven of these re-entered the
Army.[4][10]
The government did not re-examine the case
until the early 1970s.
In 1970, historian John D. Weaver published The
Brownsville Raid, which investigated the affair in
depth. Weaver argued that the accused
members of the 25th Infantry were innocent and
that they were discharged without benefit of due
process of law as guaranteed by the United
States Constitution. After reading his book,
Congressman Augustus F. Hawkins of Los Angeles
introduced a bill to have the Defense

Today, I have a story that I know you have not
heard of. This lady was a diva long before any
woman singer/dancer or artist that you can think
of. She was strong willed and lived a long life.
Enjoy the story of "Bricktop"!
Remember - " As I get older in life, I hear talk
about this new great female singer or artist and I
love them and the work that they do but for
some reason America has forgotten about me. Ada " Bricktop" Smith
Today in our History - August 14, 1894 - Ada
Beatrice Queen Victoria Louise Virginia Smith,

better known as Bricktop, was
born.
Ada Beatrice Queen Victoria Louise Virginia
Smith, better known as Bricktop, (August 14, 1894
– February 1, 1984) was an American dancer, jazz
singer, vaudevillian, and self-described
saloonkeeper who owned the nightclub Chez
Bricktop in Paris from 1924 to 1961, as well as
clubs in Mexico City and Rome. She has been
called "...one of the most legendary and
enduring figures of twentieth-century American
cultural history."
Smith was born in Alderson, West Virginia, the
youngest of four children by an Irish father and a
black mother. When her father died, her family
relocated to Chicago. It was there that saloon
life caught her fancy, and where she acquired
her nickname, "Bricktop," for the flaming red hair
and freckles inherited from her father. She began
performing when she was very young, and by 16,
she was touring with TOBA (Theatre Owners'
Booking Association) and on the
Pantagesvaudeville circuit. Aged 20, her
performance tours brought her to New York City.
While at Barron's Exclusive Club, a nightspot in
Harlem, she put in a good word for a band
called Elmer Snowden's Washingtonians, and the
club booked them. One of its members was Duke
Ellington.
Her first meeting with Cole Porter is related in her
obituary in the Huntington (West Virginia) HeraldDispatch:
Porter once walked into the cabaret and
ordered a bottle of wine. "Little girl, can you do
the Charleston?" he asked. Yes, she said. And
when she demonstrated the new dance, he
exclaimed, "What legs! What legs!"
John Steinbeck was once thrown out of her club
for "ungentlemanly behavior." He regained her
affection by sending a taxi full of roses.
By 1924, she was in Paris. Cole Porter hosted
many parties, "lovely parties" as Bricktop called
them, where he hired her as an entertainer, often
to teach his guests the latest dance craze such
as the Charleston and the Black Bottom. In Paris,
Bricktop began operating the clubs where she
performed, including The Music Box and Le
Grand Duc. She called her next club "Chez
Bricktop," and in 1929 she relocated it to 66 rue
Pigalle. Her headliner was a young Mabel
Mercer, who was to become a legend in
cabaret.
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Known for her signature cigars, the "doyenne of
cafe society" drew many celebrated figures to
her club, including Cole Porter, the Duke and
Duchess of Windsor, and F. Scott Fitzgerald.
Fitzgerald mentions the club in his 1931 short story
Babylon Revisited. Her protégés included Duke
Ellington, Mabel Mercer and Josephine Baker.
She worked with Langston Hughes when he was
still a busboy. The Cole Porter song "Miss Otis
Regrets" was written especially for her to perform.
[citation needed] Django Reinhardt and
Stephane Grappelli wrote a song called "Brick
Top," which they recorded in Paris in 1937 and in
Rome in 1949.
She married saxophonist Peter DuConge in 1929.
Though they separated after a few years, they
never divorced, Bricktop later saying that "as a
Catholic I do not recognize divorce". According
to Jean-Claude Baker, one of Josephine Baker's
children, as recorded in his book about his
mother's life, titled Josephine: The Hungry Heart,
Baker and Bricktop were involved in a lesbian
affair for a time, early in their careers.
Bricktop broadcast a radio program in Paris from
1938 to 1939, for the French government. During
WWII, she closed "Chez Bricktop" and moved to
Mexico City where she opened a new nightclub
in 1944. In 1949, she returned to Europe and
started a club in Rome. Bricktop closed her club
and retired in 1961 at the age of 67, saying: "I'm
tired, honey. Tired of staying up all night."
Afterwards, she moved back to the United States.
Bricktop continued to perform as a cabaret
entertainer well into her eighties, including some
engagements at the age of 84 in London, where
she proved herself to be as professional and
feisty as she had ever been and included Cole
Porter's "Love for Sale" in her repertoire.
Bricktop made a brief cameo appearance, as
herself, in Woody Allen's 1983 mockumentary film
Zelig, in which she "reminisced" about a visit by
Leonard Zelig to her club, and an unsuccessful
attempt by Cole Porter to find a rhyme for "You're
the tops, you're Leonard Zelig." She appeared in
the 1974 Jack Jordan's film Honeybaby,
Honeybaby, in which she played herself,
operating a "Bricktop's" in Beirut, Lebanon.
In 1972, Bricktop made her only recording, "So
Long Baby," with Cy Coleman. Nevertheless, she
also recorded a few Cole Porter songs in NewYork City at the end of the seventies with pianist
Dorothy Donegan. The session was directed by

Otis Blackwell, produced by Jack Jordan on
behalf of the Sweet Box Company. The songs
recorded are: "Love For Sale", "Miss Otis Regrets",
"Happiness Is a Thing Called Joe", "A Good Man Is
Hard To Find", "Am I Blue?" and "He's Funny That
Way". This recording was never released as of
today. She preferred not to be called a singer or
dancer, but rather a performer.
She wrote her autobiography, Bricktop by
Bricktop, with the help of James Haskins, the
prolific author who wrote biographies of
Thurgood Marshall and Rosa Parks. It was
published in 1983 by Welcome Rain Publishers
(ISBN 0-689-11349-8). Bricktop died in her sleep in
her apartment in Manhattan in 1984, aged 89.
She remained active into her old age and
according to James Haskins, had talked to
friends on the phone hours before her death. She
is interred in the Zinnia Plot (Range 32, Grave 74)
at Woodlawn Cemetery. Reed more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Today I want
to shre with
you a story
about a
man who
hepled
Black Prople
in many
ways during
his lifetime
but for some
reason our
History books
failed to
speak of his
deeds and acomplishmemts. I know that you will
enjoy this life story. Also, I will be facilitating a
class today and won't be able to respond to
anywone who respons to today's post. Make it a
champion day!
Remember - " I want to give comfort to our fellow
man, if it's to escape to Canada or fight the
injustaces in our respected communities. " - Dr.
Charles Bennett Ray
Today in our History - August 15,1886 - Dr. Charles
Bennett Ray dies.
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Charles Bennett Ray (1807-1886), born free in
Falmouth, Massachusetts, was a well-known antislavery activist, newspaper journalist, editor and
ordained minister. In 1834 Charles Ray married
Henrietta Green Regulus on October 27, 1836 she
along with her newborn died while giving birth.
He and Charlotte Augusta Burroughs united in
matrimony in 1840. The Rays raised seven
children. Several of the Ray daughters became
notable professionals in law and education. After
graduating from Howard University School of
Law, Charlotte E. Ray became one of the first
African American women attorneys in the United
States. Henrietta Cordelia and Florence Ray were
New York City public school teachers,
biographers, and poets. H. Cordelia and
Florence co-penned a biography of their father’s
life, “Sketch of the Life of Rev. Charles B. Ray” in
1887, a year after Ray’s death.
Charles B. Ray became affiliated with the
abolition movement and pursued business
ventures through various mediums including
educational attainment, newspaper editing and
entrepreneurship. Ray spent his earliest years
balancing his formal studies in academies
located in the reportedly picturesque Falmouth
village while working on his grandfather’s farm in
Westerly, Rhode Island.
Ray later studied at Wesleyan Seminary at
Wilbraham, Massachusetts where he received a
theological education. Ray entered Wesleyan
University in Middletown, Connecticut in 1832 as
the institution’s first African American pupil.
However, Ray soon withdrew from Wesleyan U.
due to white student protests and racial
prejudice in 1833. Ray resettled in New York City
where he opened the Boot and Shoemaker Shop
at No. 527 Pearl Street. The shop was adjacent to
the popular Pearl Street residential and business
district.
Before becoming a proprietor of The Colored
American (1836-1842) in 1838 and editor in 1839,
he worked as an itinerant journalist and
subscriptions agent for the periodical, “a paper
of acknowledged ability”. Although short-lived,
the The Colored American was considered to be
a predecessor of the Anglo-African and earned
Ray a reputation as “a pioneer of colored
literature in New York” as reported by the
Californian print organ, The Elevator.
Between 1840 and the late 1880s Charles B. Ray
remained engaged in church leadership,

missionary work and political activism. Strongly
devoted to his theological roots while in New
York, Ray worshipped with the Crosby Street
Congregational Church and later pastored at
Bethesda Congregational Church from 1845 to
1868. Bethesda Congregational Church
occupied many edifices in New York City,
including a site on Sullivan Street and another on
Sixth Avenue. In the 1840s and 50s, Ray was
involved in and founded many organizations,
including the Society for the Promotion of
Education Among Colored Children, New York
State Vigilance Committee, American Missionary
Association, the African Society for Mutual Relief,
the Manhattan Congregational Association and
the Congregational Clerical Union.
Ray represented the state of New York at several
national colored men’s conventions and was a
firm supporter of the Liberty Party. Also an avid
supporter of fugitive slaves and their well-being,
Ray worked as an agent of the Underground
Railroad and held executive positions in fugitive
slave conventions such as the 1850 Cazenovia
Convention. Ray’s contemporaries include
Joshua Leavitt, Oliver Johnson, Sidney Howard
Gay, Arthur and Lewis Tappan, Theodore S.
Wright, Rev. Henry Highland Garnet, Samuel E.
Cornish, Charles L. Reason and Frederick
Douglass. Charles B. Ray died in New York City on
August 15, 1886. He is buried in Cypress Hills
Cemetery at 833 Jamaica Ave. in Brooklyn, New
York. Research more about this great American
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!
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Get ready for a
great day! Let's
go back and
examine the
story of the first
Black woman
elected to
sreve in the
United States
Senate. Enjoy!
Remember "Bush is giving
the rich a tax
cut instead of
putting that cut
in the pockets
of working people." - Carol Moseley
Today in our History - August 16, 1947 - Carol
Moseley Braun, the first African American woman
to be elected to the U.S. Senate, was born in
Chicago, Illinois.
Braun attended the Chicago Public Schools and
received a degree from the University of Illinois in
1969. She earned her degree from the University
of Chicago Law School in 1972.
Moseley Braun served as assistant prosecutor in
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago from 1972 to
1978. In the latter year she was elected to the
Illinois House of Representatives and served in
that body for ten years. During her tenure
Moseley Braun made educational reform a
priority. She also became the first African
American assistant majority leader in the history
of the Illinois legislature. Moseley Braun returned
to Chicago in 1988 to serve as Cook County
Recorder of Deeds.
Capitalizing on the public furor over the
Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill controversy and in
particular the way in which Hill was treated by
U.S. Senators, Carol Moseley Braun upset
incumbent Senator Alan Dixon in the Illinois
Democratic Primary in 1992 and went on to
become the first female Senator elected from
Illinois and the first African American woman in
the U.S. Senate. During her term in the U.S. Senate
(1992-1998) Moseley Braun focused on education
issues. She served on the Senate Finance,
Banking and Judiciary Committee; the
Small Business Committee; and the Housing and
Urban Affairs Committee.

In 1998, Moseley Braun was defeated for reelection in a campaign marred by allegations of
illegal campaign donations during her 1992
campaign, although she was never formally
charged with misconduct. Moseley Braun was
also hurt by her business ties to Nigerian dictator
Sami Abacha. After her 1998 defeat President Bill
Clinton nominated Moseley Braun to the post of
U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand and Samoa, a
post she held until 2001
Late in 2003 Moseley Braun announced her
candidacy for the Democratic Nomination for
President. However, she failed to attract financial
support and withdrew from the race on January
14, 2004.
After teaching briefly at Morris Brown College in
Atlanta, Georgia, Moseley Braun returned to
Chicago where she now lives. Research more
about the great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today,
America is still
morning the
passing of "The
Queen of Soul"
Aretha Franklin
yesterday and
more will be
said and
shared with her
and her family
over the week.
Did you know
that there was
a Black female
entertainer
who sung,
played as an actress in Hollywood and
performed on Broadway, besides staring in her
own television show and sat in as guest host more
than once for Johnny Carson of the famed
"Tonight Show"? She also shared the stage with
Aretha Franklin on many occasions. We who
lived in and around Philadelphia and South
Jersey saw her more than others as she frequents
Atlantic City and The Latin Casino in Cherry Hill,
NJ. She was known effectually as "PEARL". Enjoy!
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Remember - "Never, never rest contented with
any circle of ideas, but always be certain that a
wider one is still possible." Pearl Bailey
Today in our History - August 17, 1990, Pearl Mae
Bailey died in Philadelphia, PA. from coronary
artery disease.
Legendary entertainer Pearl Mae Bailey was born
on March 29, 1918 in Southamption County,
Virginia to Rev. Joseph and Ella Mae Bailey. She
grew up in Newport News, Virginia. Bailey began
her acting and singing career early at the age of
15 with her debut performance at an amateur
contest at Philadelphia’s Pearl Theater.
Encouraged to enter the contest by her older
brother, Bill Bailey, an aspiring tap dancer, Pearl
Bailey won first prize in the competition.
After winning a similar contest at Harlem’s Apollo
Theater, Bailey decided to start performing as a
professional. In the 1930s she took jobs singing
and dancing in Philadelphia’s black nightclubs.
After the start of World War II, Bailey decided to
tour the country with the USO where she
performed for US troops. The USO performances
spread her name and reputation across the
country.
After the war ended Bailey moved to New York.
She continued to perform in nightclubs but she
also garnered a recording contract and now
went on tour to promote her music. Her 1952
recording, “Takes Two to Tango,” was one of the
top songs of the year. In 1946 Bailey made her
Broadway debut in St. Louis Woman where she
played the role of Hagar in a cast that also
included Mahalia Jackson, Eartha Kitt and Nat
King Cole. Although Bailey performed on stage
she still performed in concert tours. On November
9, 1952, Bailey married jazz drummer Louie Bellson
in London.
In 1954 Bailey made her film debut as a
supporting actress in Carmen Jones. Playing the
character, Frankie, she was most remembered
for her rendition of “Beat Out That Rhythm on the
Drum. Bailey also starred in the Broadway musical
House of Flowers in 1954. By 1959 she was
considered a leading African American actor
and starred in films such as Porgy and Bess with
Sidney Poitier and Dorothy Dandridge.
In 1970, Bailey, a lifelong Republican, was
appointed by President Richard Nixon as
America’s “Ambassador of Love.” In that post
she attended several meetings at the United

Nations. She later made a television commercial
for President Gerald Ford in the 1976 election.
Although Bailey continued to release records
and star in various films through the 1960s, had a
short-lived television series in the early 1970s, her
most celebrated entertainment achievement
came in 1975 when she returned to the stage to
star in an all-black production of Hello Dolly
where she won a Tony Award.
While taking a break from acting, Bailey went
back to school and earned a B.A. in theology
from Georgetown University in 1985. In 1987
Bailey won an Emmy Award for her performance
in an ABC Afterschool Special, Cindy Eller: A
Modern Fairy Tale. The following year she was
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by
President Ronald Reagan.
On August 17, 1990, Pearl Mae Bailey died in
Philadelphia from coronary artery disease. She
was 72. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today as
America still
morns the
death of the
great Aretha
Franklin, I
want to bring
together two
outstanding
Black poets
and one of
the world’s
best opera
singers of her
day, who was
Black - they
will come
together in
composistion
to give this
Black composer honors that no other composer
received before his time. He would go on to
compose works for the prestigious Julliard School
of Music. Enjoy!
Remember – “When I hear the words of the poets
and the vison of their words on paper it inspires
me to write beautiful music” - Howard Swanson
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Today in our History – August 18, 1907 - Howard
Swanson was an African American composer
best known for his art songs based on the poetry
of Langston Hughes and Paul Lawrence Dunbar.
Swanson was born in Atlanta, Georgia on August
18, 1907. Born in a middle-class home, Swanson's
family sent his two older brothers to college
which was for the time unusual.
Swanson’s music career started after the family
relocated to Cleveland, Ohio in 1916. As a young
boy he often sang in his church, sometimes
performing duets with his mother. In 1925 when
he was 18, Swanson's father died which
immediately and dramatically changed the
family's circumstances. Howard Swanson now
had to earn money to support the family. After
high school graduation he worked in the
Cleveland Post Office.
In 1927, as his circumstances improved, Swanson
decided to continue his education. He attended
the Cleveland Institute of Music where he studied
piano, eventually graduating with a Bachelor’s
degree in music theory a decade later. In 1939
he received a Rosenwald Fellowship which
allowed him to study in Paris, France with famed
music instructor Nadia Boulanger. Swanson had
planned to pursue graduate studies in Paris but in
1940 he was forced to evacuate Paris as the
German Army overran France.
Swanson was virtually unknown until Marian
Anderson included his setting of The Negro
Speaks of Rivers at Carnegie Hall in 1949, and
then the New York Critics Circle decided
American composers were now well enough
advanced that they could bestow their annual
award on a local composer. Swanson was
selected, and his Short Symphony was
acclaimed the best new work performed in New
York during the 1950-51 seasons. It was during this
period that Joy was composed, soon becoming
known by the recordings of Helen Thigpen, and
of Phalese Tassie, and often performed by
baritone Ben Holt.
Upon return to the United States he got a job with
the Internal Revenue Service while studying and
composing music on the side. In 1950, at the age
of 43, Howard Swanson produced his first
significant composition, “The Negro Speaks of
Rivers,” a musical set to Langston Hughes’s
famous poem of that name. His composition was
performed in Carnegie Hall by Marian Anderson.
Later that year his work Short Symphony was

played by the New York Philharmonic orchestra.
Swanson's other works include "Music for Strings"
(1952), "Concerto for Orchestra" (1957), and
"Symphony No. 3" (1969).
Howard Swanson’s style was of the neo-classical
school. Although his music drew mostly from
western European styles he did incorporate
African American styles with the addition of
rhythmic complexity, syncopation, and instances
of beat phrasing. Swanson returned to Paris after
being awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in
1952. He remained there until 1966. While in
Europe he was commissioned to compose works
for the Louisville Symphony Orchestra and the
Julliard School of Music. In 1966 he returned to
New York City.
Howard Swanson died in New York City on
November 12, 1978. Research more about great
American Black composers and share with your
babies. Make it A Champion Day!

Today, I
would like to
give you
some insight
on our 33rd
state that
entered the
Union. Did
you know
that Oregon
was set up
as a place
where
Blacks were
not
welcomed?
The resulting
Article 1,
Section 35 of
the Oregon state constitution:
No free negro, or mulatto, not residing in this
State at the time of the adoption of this
Constitution, shall come, reside, or be within this
State, or hold any real estate, or make any
contracts, or maintain any suit therein; and the
Legislative Assembly shall provide by penal laws,
for the removal, by public officers, of all such
negroes, and mulattoes, and for their effectual
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exclusion from the State, and for the punishment
of persons who shall bring them into the state, or
employ, or harbor them. – I want to share with
you a story of a Black woman who fought to be
heard. Enjoy!
Remember – “The object of the National
Association for the Advancement of the Colored
People as you know is to make 12 million
American Negroes physically free from...mentally
free from ignorance, politically free from
disenfranchisement and socially free from insult.”
- Beatrice Morrow Cannady
Today in our History – August 19, 1974 - Beatrice
Morrow Cannady dies. (1889 - 1974)
Beatrice Morrow Cannady was the most noted
civil rights activist in early twentieth-century
Oregon. Using her position as editor of the
Advocate, Oregon's largest, and at times the
only, African American newspaper, Cannady
launched numerous efforts to defend the civil
rights of the approximately 2,500 African
Americans in the state (in 1930) and to challenge
racial discrimination in its varied forms.
Beatrice Morrow was born in 1889 in Littig, Texas.
She reportedly graduated from Wiley College in
Marshall, Texas, in 1908, worked briefly as a
teacher in Oklahoma, and then enrolled in the
University of Chicago, where she studied music.
In 1912, she left the city for Portland, Oregon, to
marry Edward Daniel Cannady, the founder and
editor of the Advocate. Upon their marriage,
Beatrice Cannady became assistant editor of the
newspaper, beginning an affiliation that would
continue for the next twenty-four years; she
would become the editor and owner of the
Advocate in 1930 after her divorce from Edward.
In 1922, at the age of thirty-three, Cannady
became the first African American woman to
graduate from Northwestern College of Law in
Portland. She was one of only two women in a
class of twenty-two.
Two years after joining the Advocate, Cannady
became a founding member of the Portland
NAACP. She quickly emerged as its most
powerful voice when she directed the local
protest against the controversial anti-black film,
The Birth of a Nation. Cannady and other
community leaders carried on a fifteen-year
campaign to limit the showing of the film. In 1928,
NAACP Executive Secretary James Weldon
Johnson invited her to address the association's
convention in Los Angeles. In her speech, which

followed the keynote by W.E.B. DuBois, she said,
"It is the duty of the Negro woman to see that in
the home there are histories of her race written
by Negro historians. . .. The Negro mother has it
within her power to invest less in overstuffed
furniture . . . and more in books and music by and
about the Negro race so that our youth my grow
up with a pride of race which can never be had
any other way."
Through the pages of the Advocate Cannady
confronted the racial discrimination routinely
practiced by restaurants, hotels, and movie
theaters in Oregon and the Pacific Northwest.
She successfully challenged the exclusion of
African American children from public schools in
Longview, Washington, and Vernonia, Oregon,
and kept her readers informed of Ku Klux Klan
activity throughout the state.
Cannady also assumed the role of unofficial
ambassador of racial goodwill, writing articles,
giving lectures, and using the new medium of
radio to promote African American history and
racial equality. Maintaining a collection of over
three hundred volumes on African American
history and literature, as well as a complete file of
leading civil rights organization publications such
as the NAACP's Crisis magazine, Cannady
transformed her living room into a reading and
lending library about African Americans. In 1929,
her efforts were recognized nationally when she
was nominated for the Harmon Award in Race
Relations, given by the Harmon Foundation in
New York City.
Cannady's activism extended far beyond U.S.
race relations issues. She served as a member of
the Oregon Prison Association and the Near East
Relief Organization and used her affiliation with
the Oregon Committee on the Cause and Cure
of War to warn Oregonians about the dangers of
war and militarism. Cannady also joined the Pan
African Congress and in 1927 represented
Oregon at its national convention in New York
City. In 1932, she ran unsuccessfully for the office
of state representative from District 5, Multnomah
County.
Six years later, she left Oregon—and public life—
when she moved to Los Angeles. Cannady died
there in 1974. Research more about Black
women freedom fighters and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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Today I would like
to share with you
a Federal
National Program
that was
Introduce to the
country in hopes
to give a facade
of help but it was
really and has
been ever since
a program of
dependency. The
United States
President that
started the
program and the
ones that
Inherited the program really did not allow the
program in its full totally to work. Let’s look at
what has been called THE WAR ON POVERTY.
Enjoy!
Remember – “Some years ago, the federal
government declared a war on poverty and
won,” – President Ronald Reagan
Today in our History – August 20, 1964 - President
Lyndon Johnson signed the Economic
Opportunity Act (EOA) and created the Office of
Economic Opportunity (OEO), providing both the
strategy and the ammunition to fight the War on
Poverty.
The Civil Rights Movement and investigative
journalism combined in the early 1960s, inciting a
nation to address the growing problem of
poverty in America. A 1963 New York Times series
on Appalachian poverty and Michael
Harrington’s The Other America (1962) inspired
discontent young Americans as well as President
John F. Kennedy to take action. In response,
Kennedy initiated federal pilot programs to
address job creation, skills training, and hunger.
Kennedy’s successor, President Lyndon Johnson,
would use these as the basis for his War on
Poverty.
In his State of the Union address on January 8,
1964, in the midst of the civil rights movement,
President Johnson informed the nation that he
had declared “unconditional war on poverty in
America.” On August 20 of the same year,
Johnson signed the Economic Opportunity Act

(EOA) and created the Office of Economic
Opportunity (OEO), providing both the strategy
and the ammunition to fight the War on Poverty.
One of the key provisions of the EOA was the
creation of community action agencies that
could apply for federal funds to support the
development of service programs like Head Start,
Legal Services, Job Corps, and VISTA (Volunteers
in Service To America). These agencies were to
include “maximum feasible participation of the
poor.”
For many African Americans, the War on Poverty
in general offered economic opportunities. The
community action programs, in particular,
provided a framework to further pursue the
democratic goals of the civil rights movement.
Following the Watts Riots in August of 1965, many
black community organizations saw the
community action programs of the War on
Poverty as a way to gain some economic,
political, and cultural power within their own
communities. These organizations often directly
challenged entrenched political and economic
power structures. As a result, community action
programs became the most controversial aspect
of the War on Poverty.
Initially embraced by Congress and the
American public, the OEO quickly came under
constant scrutiny and criticism. Amidst the
controversy over community action, President
Johnson also was hesitant to expand the OEO
budget at a time when he needed
Congressional support for America’s increased
involvement in Vietnam. As a result, the War on
Poverty never received the funding necessary to
effectively attack poverty. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., expressed the sentiments of many civil rights
and antipoverty activists when he argued that
the War on Poverty was being “shot down on the
battlefields of Vietnam.” The administrations of
Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford further
emasculated OEO, either transferring its
programs to other federal agencies or
completely eliminating them. By the late 1970s,
the OEO itself was gone.
But the War on Poverty lived on through some of
the programs like Head Start and Legal Services
that were transferred to other federal
departments and especially through community
antipoverty organizations. In urban areas like Los
Angeles (California), Newark (New Jersey),
Baltimore (Maryland) and New York, African
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Americans, inspired by the civil rights/ black
power movement and the participatory ideals of
the War on Poverty, formed black-controlled
community organizations in the 1960s and 1970s
that provided jobs, job training, housing, credit
unions, and cultural programs, many of which
are still active today.
The War on Poverty fell well short of its stated
goal of eliminating poverty, but broadened
efforts to democratize America and established
community organizations that continue to battle
poverty. Research more about Federal
Government programs and the Impact on the
society or the challenges made to the United
States Supreme Court as being unconstitutional
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today I would like to share with you a story that
you all love or his Invention anyway. You love it so
much that your parents introduced it to you and
you have welcomed it to your family. It was a
hard road for this Black man but he overcame
the odds. Enjoy!
Remember - " Who would have thought that
potato shavings would be a treat for the world. George Crum
Today in our History - August 21,1893 - The Potato
Chip was massed produced.
George Speck (also called George Crum; 1824–
July 22, 1914) was an American chef. He worked
as a hunter, guide, and cook in the Adirondack
mountains, and became renowned for his
culinary skills after being hired at Moon’s Lake

268

House on Saratoga Lake, near Saratoga Springs,
New York.

Indian known for his skills as a guide and cook,
Pete Francis.

Speck's specialities included wild game,
especially venison and duck, and he often
experimented in the kitchen. During the 1850s,
while working at Moon's Lake House in the midst
of a dinner rush, Speck tried slicing the potatoes
extra thin and dropping it into the deep hot fat of
the frying pan. Although recipes for potato chips
were published in several cookbooks decades
prior to the 1850s, a local legend associates
Speck with the creation of potato chip.

One of the regular customers at Moon's was
Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt, who, although
he savored the food, could never seem to
remember Speck's name. On one occasion, he
called a waiter over to ask “Crum,” “How long
before we shall eat?” Rather than take offense,
Speck decided to embrace th e nickname,
figuring that, "A crumb is bigger than a speck." a
yed no favorites.” Guests were obliged to wait
their turn, the millionaire as well as the wageearner. Mr. Vanderbilt once was obliged to wait
an hour and a half for a meal...With none but rich
pleasure-seekers as his guests, Speck kept his
tables laden with the best of everything, and for
it all charged Delmonico prices."[

Speck was born on July 15, 1824 in Saratoga
County in upstate New York. Some sources
suggest that the family lived in Ballston Spa or
Malta; others suggest they came from the
Adirondacks. Depending upon the source, his
father, Abraham, and mother Diana, were
variously identified as African American, Oneida,
Stockbridge, and/or Mohawk. Some sources
associate the family with the St. Regis
(Akwesasne) Mohawk reservation that straddles
the US/Canada border. Speck and his sister Kate
Wicks, like other Native American or mixed-race
people of that era, were variously described as
"Indian," "Mulatto," "Black," or just "Colored,"
depending on the snap judgement of the census
taker.
Speck developed his culinary skills at Cary Moon's
Lake House on Saratoga Lake, noted as an
expensive restaurant at a time when wealthy
families from Manhattan and other areas were
building summer "camps" in the area. Speck and
his sister, Wicks, also cooked at the Sans Souci in
Ballston Spa, alongside another St. Regis Mohawk
Indian known for his skills as a guide and cook,
Pete Francis. One of the regular customers at
Moon's was Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt,
who, although he savored the food, could never
seem to remember Speck's name. On one
occasion, he called a waiter over to ask “Crum,”
“How long before we shall eat?” Rather than
take offense, Speck decided to embrace the
nickname, figuring that, "A crumb is bigger than
a speck."[
Speck developed his culinary skills at Cary Moon's
Lake House on Saratoga Lake, noted as an
expensive restaurant at a time when wealthy
families from Manhattan and other areas were
building summer "camps" in the area. Speck and
his sister, Wicks, also cooked at the Sans Souci in
Ballston Spa, alongside another St. Regis Mohawk

Recipes for frying potato slices were published in
several cookbooks in the 19th century. In 1832, a
recipe for fried potato "shavings" was included in
a United States cookbook derived from an earlier
English collection. William Kitchiner's The Cook's
Oracle (1822), also included techniques for such
a dish. Similarly, N.K.M. Lee's cookbook, The
Cook's Own Book (1832), has a recipe that is very
similar to Kitchiner's.
The New York Tribune ran a feature article on
"Crum's: The Famous Eating House on Saratoga
Lake" in December 1891 but mentioned nothing
about potato chips. Neither did Crum's
commissioned biography, published in 1893, nor
did one 1914 obituary in a local paper. Another
obituary states "Crum is said to have been the
actual inventor of "Saratoga chips."" When Wicks
died in 1924, however, her obituary
authoritatively identified her as follows: "A sister of
George Crum, Mrs. Catherine Wicks, died at the
age of 102, and was the cook at Moon’s Lake
House. She first invented and fried the famous
Saratoga Chips."
Wicks recalled the invention of Saratoga Chips as
an accident: she had "chipped off a piece of the
potato which, by the merest accident, fell into
the pan of fat. She fished it out with a fork and
set it down upon a plate beside her on the
table." Her brother tasted it, declared it good,
and said, “We’ll have plenty of these.” In a 1932
interview with the Saratogian newspaper, her
grandson, John Gilbert Freeman, asserted Wicks's
role as the true inventor of the potato chip.
Hugh Bradley's 1940 history of Saratoga contains
some information about Speck, based on local

folklore as much as on any specific historical
primary sources. In their 1983 article in Western
Folklore, Fox and Banner say that Bradley had
cited an 1885 article in the Hotel Gazette about
Speck and the potato chips. Bradley repeated
some material from that article, including that
"Crum was born in 1828, the son of Abe Speck, a
mulatto jockey who had come from Kentucky to
Saratoga Springs and married a Stockbridge
Indian woman," and that, "Crum also claimed to
have considerable German and Spanish blood."
In any event, Speck helped popularize the
potato chip, first as a cook at Moon's and then in
his own place. Cary Moon, owner of Moon’s Lake
House, later rushed to claim credit for the
invention, and began mass-producing the chips,
first served in paper cones, then packaged in
boxes. They became wildly popular: "It was at
Moon’s that Clio first tasted the famous Saratoga
chips, said to have originated there, and it was
she who first scandalized spa society by strolling
along Broadway and about the paddock at the
race track crunching the crisp circlets out of a
paper sack as though they were candy or
peanuts. She made it the fashion, and soon you
saw all Saratoga dipping into cornucopias filled
with golden-brown paper-thin potatoes; a
gathered crowd was likely to create a sound like
a scuffling through dried autumn leaves." Visitors
to Saratoga Springs were advised to take the 10mile journey around the lake to Moon's if only for
the chips: "the hobby of the Lake House is Fried
Potatoes, and these they serve in good style.
They are sold in papers like confectionary."
A 1973 advertising campaign by the St. Regis
Paper Company, which manufactured
packaging for chips, featured an ad for Speck
and his story, published in the national
magazines, Fortune and Time. During the late
1970s, the variant of the story featuring
Vanderbilt became popular because of the
interest in his wealth and name, and evidence
suggests the source was an advertising agency
for the Potato Chip/Snack Food Association.
A 1983 article in Western Folklore identifies potato
chips as having originated in Saratoga Springs,
New York, while critiquing the variants of popular
stories. In all versions, the chips became popular
and subsequently known as "Saratoga chips" or
"potato crunches".
The 21st-century Snopes website writes that
Crum's customer, if he existed, was more likely an
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obscure one. Vanderbilt was indeed a regular
customer at both Crum's Malta restaurant and
Moon's Lake House, but there is no evidence that
he played a role by requesting or promoting
potato chips. Research more about Black
Inventors and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

On this day in our History, the peoples of a small
Island refused to be treated like slaves and
fought for their freedom. Since this was the first
time it has happened successfully in the Western
Hemisphere, the word got out to other European
slave owners to start taking harsher measures
toward their property or they too will be in
battled with the Africans. Once this Island nation
was free an embargo went out to most countried
not to conduct any trade with them. As you
know if you live on an Island trade is Important to
your survival. Let's take a closer look at this story.
Enjoy!
Remember - "Citizens, not less generous than
myself, let your most precious moments be
employed in causing the past to be forgotten; let
all my fellow-citizens swear never to recall the
past; let them receive their misled brethren with
open arms, and let them, in future, be on their
guard against the traps of bad men." - Toussaint
Louverture
Today in our History - August 22, 1791 - "The “Night
of Fire” in which slaves revolted by setting fire to
plantation houses and fields and killing whites.
Known to his contemporaries as “The Black
Napoleon,” Toussaint L’Ouverture was a former
slave who rose to become the leader of the only
successful slave revolt in modern history that
created an independent state, the Haitian
Revolution.

Born into slavery on May 20, 1743 in the French
colony of Saint Dominque, L’Ouverture was the
eldest son of Gaou Guinon, an African prince
who was captured by slavers. At a time when
revisions to the French Code Noir (Black Code)
legalized the harsh treatment of slaves as
property, young L’ Overture instead inspired
kindness from those in authority over him. His
godfather, the priest Simon Baptiste, for example,
taught him to read and write. Impressed by
L’Ouverture, Bayon de Libertad, the manager of
the Breda plantation on which L’Ouverture was
born, allowed him unlimited access to his
personal library. By the time he was twenty, the
well-read and tri-lingual L’Ouverture—he spoke
French, Creole, and some Latin—had also
gained a reputation as a skilled horseman and
for his knowledge of medicinal plants and herbs.
More importantly, L’Ouverture had secured his
freedom from de Libertad even as he continued
to manage his former owner’s household
personnel and to act as his coachman. Over the
course of the next 18 years, L’Ouverture settled
into life on the Breda plantation marrying fellow
Catholic Suzanne Simon and parenting two sons,
Isaac and Saint-Jean.
The events of August 22, 1791, the “Night of Fire”
in which slaves revolted by setting fire to
plantation houses and fields and killing whites,
convinced the 48-year-old L’Ouverture that he
should join the growing insurgency, although not
before securing the safety of his wife and
children in the Spanish-controlled eastern half of
the island (Santo Domingo) and assuring that
Bayon de Libertad and his wife were safely
onboard a ship bound for the United States.
Inspired by French Revolutionary ideology and
angered by generations of abuse at the hands of
white planters, the initial slave uprising was
quelled within several days, but ongoing fighting
between the slaves, free blacks, and planters
continued. Although he was free, L’Ouverture
joined the slave insurgency and quickly
developed a reputation first as a capable soldier
and then as military secretary to Georges
Biassou, one of the insurgency’s leaders. When
the insurgency’s leadership chose to ally itself
with Spain against France, L’Ouverture followed.
Threatened by Spain and Britain’s attempts to
control the island, the French National
Convention acted to preserve its colonial rule in
1794 by securing the loyalty of the black
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population; France granted citizenship rights and
freedom to all blacks within the empire.
Following France’s decision to emancipate the
slaves, L’Ouverture allied with France against
Spain, and from 1794 to 1802, he was the
dominant political and military leader in the
French colony. Operating under the self-assumed
title of General-in-Chief of the Army, L’Ouverture
led the French in ousting the British and then in
capturing the Spanish controlled half of the
island. By 1801, although Saint Dominque
remained ostensibly a French colony,
L’Ouverture was ruling it as an independent
state. He drafted a constitution in which he
reiterated the 1794 abolition of slavery and
appointed himself governor for “the rest of his
glorious life.”
L’Ouverture’s actions eventually aroused the ire
of Napoleon Bonaparte. In 1802 Napoleon
dispatched his brother-in-law, Charles Leclerc, to
capture L’Ouverture and return the island to
slavery under French control. Captured and
imprisoned at Fort de Joux in France, L’Ouverture
died of pneumonia on April 7, 1803.
Independence for Saint Dominque would follow
one year later under the leadership of JeanJacques Dessalines, one of L’Ouverture’s
generals. Research more about this Island and its
people and share with your babes and make it a
champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story
about a man who wanted freedom so bad that
he shipped his way to freedom by package to
Philadelphia. Out of all of the stories in many
textbooks of the 1960's and 1970's this story was in
the slavery section. Enjoy!

Remember - “When they took my family away
and sold them to another plantation. I said that I
was leaving too" - Henry "Box" Brown
Today in our History - August 23, 1848. Henry "Box"
Brown's family was sold to a plantation in North
Carolina.
To escape enslavement on a plantation near
Richmond, Virginia, Henry “Box” Brown in 1849
exploited maritime elements of the Underground
Railroad. Brown’s moniker “Box” was a result of
his squeezing himself into a box and having
himself shipped 250 miles from Richmond, Virginia
to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Henry Brown, born enslaved in 1816 to John
Barret, a former mayor of Richmond, eventually
married another slave named Nancy and the
couple had three children. Brown became an
active member of Richmond’s First African Baptist
Church where he was known for singing in the
choir. In 1848 Brown’s wife and children were
abruptly sold to away to North Carolina. Using
“overwork” (overtime) money, Brown decided to
arrange for his freedom.
He constructed a wooden crate three feet long
and two feet six inches deep with two air holes.
With help from Philadelphia abolitionists, he
obtained a legal freight contract from Adams
Express. This freight company with both rail and
steamboat capabilities arranged to ship his
package labeled “Dry Goods” to Philadelphia.
The package was a heavy wooden box holding
Brown’s 200 pounds.
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in the box. Tossed about and turned upside
down when moved by drayage men aboard a
steamship, he wrote that "veins on his temple
grossly distended with eyes swelling and popping
pain." A fellow passenger, tired of standing,
righted the box and had a seat, unaware of its
human cargo. When the freight package
opened, Henry “Box” Brown started singing a
song of celebration and thanksgiving. After his
escape “Box” Brown became a popular
abolitionist speaker.
Upon passage of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Law,
Brown left the United States for England. Here as
a featured speaker in England’s abolitionist
circuit he used visual aids such as a landscaped
“moving panorama,” a painted scroll showing a
lengthy series of related inter-connected panels
painted on a single cloth.
By 1875 Brown had returned to New England and
married a second time. He lectured under the
name Professor H. “Box” Brown until his death.
Brown is believed to have died around 1889.
Samuel Rowse’s, Resurrection of Henry “Box”
Brown lithograph, immortalizes Brown’s 1849
journey. Research more about how Blacks found
their way north to freedom and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Henry “Box” Brown loaded himself in Richmond
on March 22, 1849, and from there the package
moved via horse-drawn carriage to the rail
depot of the Richmond-Fredericksburg-Potomac
Railroad. Brown’s freight car was off-loaded 56
miles north on the Potomac River’s Aquia
Landing and then placed aboard a Potomac
River steamboat and shipped 40 miles upriver
into Washington D.C. Here, the “package”
transferred to the Washington & Baltimore Train
Depot and passed by rail through Baltimore,
arriving 149 miles later in the Port of Philadelphia
on March 24, 1849. A local Philadelphia carting
firm delivered “the package” to the Philadelphia
Anti-Slavery Society. Delivered in 27 hours, Brown
was welcomed by Philadelphia abolitionists led
by Underground Railroad organizer, William Still.
Brown carried a bladder filled with drinking water
and a gimlet if he needed to drive more air holes

Today I would like to share with you a person who
gave his energy, passion and knowledge to

Black America. If you have ever heard of A.
Phillip Randolph to Martin Luther King, Jr. To me
he was the greatest mass organizer that Blacks
had ever had because when you think of protest
marches in cities across America or our Nation’s
Capital it was a production of his from the 40's to
the 60's. Enjoy!
Remember - “When an individual is protesting
society's refusal to acknowledge his dignity as a
human being, his very act of protest confers
dignity on him.” ― Bayard Rustin
Today in our History - August 24, 1987 - Bayard
Rustin dies.
Bayard Rustin was one of the most important,
and yet least known, Civil Rights advocates in the
twentieth century. He was born in West Chester,
Pennsylvania and raised by his maternal
grandparents. His grandmother, Julia, was both a
Quaker and an active member of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP). Quakerism, and NAACP
leaders W.E.B. Du Bois and James Weldon
Johnson, who were frequent visitors, proved
influential in Rustin's life.
Rustin attended Wilberforce University (1932-1936)
and Cheyney State Teachers College (1936), in
each instance without graduating. After
completing an activist training program
conducted by the American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC), he moved to Harlem, New
York in 1937. In Harlem, he enrolled at the City
College of New York, began singing in local clubs
with black folksingers including John White and
Huddie Ledbetter, became active in the efforts
to free the Scottsboro Boys, and joined the
Young Communist League, motivated by their
advocacy of racial equality.
By 1941, Rustin quit the Communist Party and
began working with union organizer A. Philip
Randolph and A.J. Muste, leader of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR). Together they
organized the March on Washington Movement
which protested segregation in the military and
African Americans exclusion from employment in
defense industries. Their protests resulted in
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt issuing
Executive Order 8802 creating the Fair
Employment Practices Committee.
Rustin along with FOR members George Houser,
Bernice Fisher, and James L. Farmer helped
create the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
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which pioneered the civil rights strategy of nonviolent direct action. In 1944, he traveled to
California to help protect the property of
Japanese Americans interned during the war. In
1947, he and Houser organized the Journey of
Reconciliation, the first Freedom Ride testing the
Supreme Court decision outlawing racial
discrimination in interstate travel. After organizing
FOR's Free India Committee, he traveled to India
to study nonviolence; and to Africa meeting with
leaders of the Ghanaian and Nigerian
independence movements.
As a pacifist, Rustin was arrested for violating the
Selective Service Act and was imprisoned at
Lewisberg Federal Penitentiary from 1944 to 1946.
Throughout his civil rights career he was arrested
twenty-three times, including a 1953 charge for
vagrancy and lewd conduct in Pasadena,
California.
Rustin was openly gay and lived with partner,
Walter Naegle, at a time when homosexuality
was criminalized throughout the U.S. He was
subsequently fired by the FOR but became
executive secretary of the War Resisters League.
He also served as a member of the AFSC task
force that wrote one of the most widely
influential pacifist essays in U.S. history, "Speak
Truth to Power: A Quaker Search for an
Alternative to Violence," in 1955.
In 1956, Rustin went to Montgomery, Alabama
and advised Martin Luther King, Jr. on nonviolent
strategies of resistance during the Montgomery
Bus Boycott. King and Rustin helped organize the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC). However, in 1960 New York
Congressman, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. forced
him to resign from SCLC due to concerns shared
by many black leaders about Rustin's
homosexuality and communist past.
Due to the combination of the homophobia of
these leaders and their fear he might
compromise the movement, Rustin would not
receive public recognition for his role in the
movement. Nevertheless, Rustin continued to
work in the Civil Rights Movement, organizing the
seminal 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom with A. Philip Randolph
Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, Rustin remained
politically active. Although he often shared their
commitment to human rights, Rustin was a vocal
critic of emerging black power politics. Toward
the end of his life he continued to work as a

human rights advocate, while serving on the
Board of Trustees of the University of Notre Dame.
The year before he died he testified in favor of
New York State's Gay Rights Bill. Bayard Rustin
died in New York on August 24, 1987 from a
perforated appendix. Research more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Today I would like to share with you a story about
our government spying, paying off, infiltrating
and disbanding individuals or groups that they
deemed as a threat to the American cause. This
group operated unchecked by the media or
congress for decades. If you never heard of this
ask one of your elders or research it for yourself.
Enjoy!
Remember – “Prevent the RISE OF A "MESSIAH"
who could unify, and electrify, the militant Black
Nationalist movement. Malcolm X might have
been such a "messiah;" he is the martyr of the
movement today. Martin Luther King, Stokely
Carmichael and Elijah Muhammed all aspire to
this position. Elijah Muhammed is less of a threat
because of his age. King could be a very real
contender for this position should he abandon his
supposed "obedience" to "white, liberal
doctrines" (nonviolence) and embrace Black
Nationalism. Carmichael has the necessary
charisma to be a real threat in this way.” – J.
Edgar Hoover – FBI Director
Today in our History - August 25, 1956 -Centralized
operations under COINTELPRO officially began
on August 25, 1956 with a program designed to
"increase factionalism, cause disruption and win
defections" inside the Communist Party USA
(CPUSA).
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COINTELPRO (Portmanteau derived from
COunter INTELligence PROgram) (1956–1971) was
a series of covert, and at times illegal, projects
conducted by the United States Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) aimed at surveilling,
infiltrating, discrediting, and disrupting domestic
political organizations. FBI records show that
COINTELPRO resources targeted groups and
individuals that the FBI deemed subversive,
including the Communist Party USA, anti-Vietnam
War organizers, activists of the civil rights
movement or Black Power movement (e.g.
Martin Luther King Jr., Nation of Islam, and the
Black Panther Party), feminist organizations,
independence movements (such as Puerto
Rican independence groups like the Young
Lords), and a variety of organizations that were
part of the broader New Left.
The program also targeted white supremacist
groups including the Ku Klux Klan and nationalist
groups including Irish Republicans and Cuban
exiles. The FBI also financed, armed, and
controlled an extreme right-wing group of former
Minutemen, transforming it into a group called
the Secret Army Organization that targeted
groups, activists, and leaders involved in the AntiWar Movement, using both intimidation and
violent acts.
Centralized operations under COINTELPRO
officially began on August 25, 1956 with a
program designed to "increase factionalism,
cause disruption and win defections" inside the
Communist Party USA (CPUSA). Tactics included
anonymous phone calls, IRS audits, and the
creation of documents that would divide the
American communist organization internally. An
October 1956 memo from Hoover reclassified the
FBI's ongoing surveillance of black leaders,
including it within COINTELPRO, with the
justification that the movement was infiltrated by
communists. In 1956, Hoover sent an open letter
denouncing Dr. T.R.M. Howard, a civil rights
leader, surgeon, and wealthy entrepreneur in
Mississippi who had criticized FBI inaction in
solving recent murders of George W. Lee,
Emmett Till, and other black people in the
South.[30] When the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC), an AfricanAmerican civil rights organization, was founded in
1957, the FBI began to monitor and target the
group almost immediately, focusing particularly
on Bayard Rustin, Stanley Levison, and eventually
Martin Luther King Jr.

The "suicide letter", that the FBI mailed
anonymously to Martin Luther King Jr. in an
attempt to convince him to commit suicide.
After the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom, Hoover singled out King as a major
target for COINTELPRO. Under pressure from
Hoover to focus on King, Sullivan wrote:
In the light of King's powerful demagogic speech.
... We must mark him now if we have not done so
before, as the most dangerous Negro of the
future in this nation from the standpoint of
communism, the Negro, and national security.
Soon after, the FBI was systematically bugging
King's home and his hotel rooms, as they were
now aware that King was growing in stature daily
as the leader among leaders of the civil rights
movement.
In the mid-1960s, King began publicly criticizing
the Bureau for giving insufficient attention to the
use of terrorism by white supremacists. Hoover
responded by publicly calling King the most
"notorious liar" in the United States. IN his 1991
memoir, Washington Post journalist Carl Rowan
asserted that the FBI had sent at least one
anonymous letter to King encouraging him to
commit suicide. Historian Taylor Branch
documents an anonymous November 21, 1964
"suicide package" sent by the FBI that contained
audio recordings, which were obtained through
tapping King's phone and placing bugs
throughout various hotel rooms over the past two
years was created two days after the
announcement of King's impending Nobel
Peace Prize.
The tape, which was prepared by FBI audio
technician John
Matter documented a series of King's sexual
indiscretions combined with a letter telling him
"There is only one way out for you. You better
take it before your filthy, abnormal, fraudulent
self is bared to the nation". King was subsequently
informed that the audio would be released to
the media if he did not acquiesce and commit
suicide prior to accepting his Nobel Peace
Award. When King refused to satisfy their
coercion tactics, FBI Associate Director, Cartha
D. DeLoach, commenced a media campaign
offering the surveillance transcript to various
news organizations including, Newsweek and
Newsday. And even by 1969, as has been noted
elsewhere, "[FBI] efforts to 'expose' Martin Luther
King Jr. had not slackened even though King had
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been dead for a year. [The Bureau] furnished
ammunition to conservatives to attack King's
memory, and... tried to block efforts to honor the
slain leader."
During the same period the program also
targeted Malcolm X. While an FBI spokesman has
denied that the FBI was "directly" involved in
Malcolm's murder, it is documented that the
Bureau worked to "widen the rift" between
Malcolm and Elijah Muhammad through
infiltration and the "sparking of acrimonious
debates within the organization," rumormongering, and other tactics designed to foster
internal disputes, which ultimately led to
Malcolm's assassination. The FBI heavily infiltrated
Malcolm's Organization of Afro-American Unity in
the final months of his life. The Pulitzer Prizewinning biography of Malcolm X by Manning
Marable asserts that most of the men who
plotted Malcolm's assassination were never
apprehended and that the full extent of the FBI's
involvement in his death cannot be known.
Amidst the urban unrest of July–August 1967, the
FBI began "COINTELPRO–BLACK HATE", which
focused on King and the SCLC as well as the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), the Revolutionary Action Movement
(RAM), the Deacons for Defense and Justice,
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), and the
Nation of Islam. BLACK HATE established the
Ghetto Informant Program and instructed 23 FBI
offices to "disrupt, misdirect, discredit, or
otherwise neutralize the activities of black
nationalist hate type organizations".
A March 1968 memo stated the program's goal
was to "prevent the coalition of militant black
nationalist groups"; to "Prevent the RISE OF A
'MESSIAH' who could unify...the militant black
nationalist movement"; "to pinpoint potential
troublemakers and neutralize them before they
exercise their potential for violence [against
authorities]."; to "Prevent militant black nationalist
groups and leaders from gaining RESPECTABILITY,
by discrediting them to...both the responsible
community and to liberals who have vestiges of
sympathy..."; and to "prevent the long-range
GROWTH of militant black organizations,
especially among youth." Dr. King was said to
have potential to be the "messiah" figure, should
he abandon nonviolence and integrationism,
and Stokely Carmichael was noted to have "the
necessary charisma to be a real threat in this

way" as he was portrayed as someone who
espoused a much more militant vision of "black
power."
While the FBI was particularly concerned with
leaders and organizers, they did not limit their
scope of target to the heads of organizations.
Individuals such as writers were also listed among
the targets of operations.
This program coincided with a broader federal
effort to prepare military responses for urban riots,
and began increased collaboration between the
FBI, Central Intelligence Agency, National
Security Agency, and the Department of
Defense. The CIA launched its own domestic
espionage project in 1967 called Operation
CHAOS. A particular target was the Poor People's
Campaign, a national effort organized by King
and the SCLC to occupy Washington, D.C. The
FBI monitored and disrupted the campaign on a
national level, while using targeted smear tactics
locally to undermine support for the march.[49]
The Black Panther Party was another targeted
organization, wherein the FBI collaborated to
destroy the party from the inside out.
Overall, COINTELPRO encompassed disruption
and sabotage of the Socialist Workers Party
(1961), the Ku Klux Klan (1964), the Nation of
Islam, the Black Panther Party (1967), and the
entire New Left social/political movement, which
included antiwar, community, and religious
groups (1968). A later investigation by the
Senate's Church Committee (see below) stated
that "COINTELPRO began in 1956, in part
because of frustration with Supreme Court rulings
limiting the Government's power to proceed
overtly against dissident groups ..." Official
congressional committees and several court
cases have concluded that COINTELPRO
operations against communist and socialist
groups exceeded statutory limits on FBI activity
and violated constitutional guarantees of
freedom of speech and association.
The program was successfully kept secret until
1971, when the Citizens' Commission to
Investigate the FBI burgled an FBI field office in
Media, Pennsylvania, took several dossiers, and
exposed the program by passing this material to
news agencies.[51] The Fight of the Century
between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier
provided cover for the activist group to
successfully pull off the burglary; Muhammad Ali
was himself a COINTELPRO target due to his
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involvement with the Nation of Islam and the
anti-war movement. Many news organizations
initially refused to publish the information. Within
the year, Director J. Edgar Hoover declared that
the centralized COINTELPRO was over, and that
all future counterintelligence operations would
be handled on a case-by-case basis.
Additional documents were revealed in the
course of separate lawsuits filed against the FBI
by NBC correspondent Carl Stern, the Socialist
Workers Party, and a number of other groups. In
1976 the Select Committee to Study
Governmental Operations with Respect to
Intelligence Activities of the United States Senate,
commonly referred to as the "Church
Committee" for its chairman, Senator Frank
Church of Idaho, launched a major investigation
of the FBI and COINTELPRO. Many released
documents have been partly, or entirely,
redacted.
The Final Report of the Select Committee
castigated the conduct of the intelligence
community in its domestic operations (including
COINTELPRO) in no uncertain terms:
The Committee finds that the domestic activities
of the intelligence community at times violated
specific statutory prohibitions and infringed the
constitutional rights of American citizens. The
legal questions involved in intelligence programs
were often not considered. On other occasions,
they were intentionally disregarded in the belief
that because the programs served the "national
security" the law did not apply. While intelligence
officers on occasion failed to disclose to their
superiors programs which were illegal or of
questionable legality, the Committee finds that
the most serious breaches of duty were those of
senior officials, who were responsible for
controlling intelligence activities and generally
failed to assure compliance with the law.
Many of the techniques used would be
intolerable in a democratic society even if all of
the targets had been involved in violent activity,
but COINTELPRO went far beyond that ... the
Bureau conducted a sophisticated vigilante
operation aimed squarely at preventing the
exercise of First Amendment rights of speech and
association, on the theory that preventing the
growth of dangerous groups and the
propagation of dangerous ideas would protect
the national security and deter violence.

The Church Committee documented a history of
the FBI exercising political repression as far back
as World War I, through the 1920s, when agents
were charged with rounding up "anarchists,
communists, socialists, reformists and
revolutionaries" for deportation. The domestic
operations were increased against political and
anti-war groups from 1936 through 1976.
Research more about our government working
to keep Black groups, Individuals and
entertainers from gaining power. Share with your
babies and make it a champion day!

Today I would
like to share
with you a
story of a
black woman
who was a
civil rights
pioneer who
championed
voting rights
for African
Americans.
She was
brutally
beaten for
helping to
lead a 1965 civil rights march, which became
known as Bloody Sunday and drew national
attention to the Civil Rights Movement. She was
also the first black woman to run for Congress in
Alabama. Enjoy!
Remember - “I wasn’t looking for notoriety [when
we marched]. But if that’s what it took [to get
attention], I didn’t care how many licks I got. It
just made me even more determined to fight for
our cause.” ― Amelia Boynton Robinson
Today in our History – August 26, 2015 - Boynton
Robinson died on August 26, 2015 at the age of
104.
Amelia Boynton was born on August 18, 1911, in
Savannah, Georgia. Her early activism included
holding black voter registration drives in Selma,
Alabama, from the 1930s through the '50s. In
1964, she became both the first African
American woman and the first female
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Democratic candidate to run for a seat in
Congress from Alabama. The following year, she
helped lead a civil rights march during which she
and her fellow activists were brutally beaten by
state troopers. The event, which became known
as Bloody Sunday, drew nationwide attention to
the Civil Rights movement. In 1990, Boynton won
the Martin Luther King Jr. Medal of Freedom. She
died on August 26, 2015 at the age of 104.
Civil rights activist Amelia Boynton was born
Amelia Platts on August 18, 1911, to George and
Anna Platts of Savannah, Georgia. Both of her
parents were of African American, Cherokee
Indian and German descent. They had 10
children and made going to church central to
their upbringing.
Boynton spent her first two years of college at
Georgia State College (now Savannah State
University), then transferred to the Tuskegee
Institute (now Tuskegee University) in Alabama.
She graduated from Tuskegee with a home
economics degree before further pursuing her
education at Tennessee State University, Virginia
State University and Temple University.
After working as a teacher in Georgia, Boynton
took a job as Dallas County's home
demonstration agent with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture in Selma, Alabama.
In 1930, she met her co-worker, Dallas County
extension agent Samuel Boynton. The two had in
common their impassioned desire to better the
lives of African American members of their
community, particularly sharecroppers. The
couple married in 1936 and had two sons, Bill Jr.
and Bruce Carver. Over the next three decades,
Amelia and Samuel collectively worked toward
achieving voting, property and education rights
for poor African Americans of Alabama's farm
country.
Boynton's early activism included co-founding
the Dallas County Voters League in 1933, and
holding African-American voter registration drives
in Selma from the 1930s through the '50s. Samuel
died in 1963, but Amelia continued their
commitment to improving the lives of African
Americans.
Amelia Boynton (center) was brutally beaten
during the civil rights march on March 7, 1965,
which became known as Bloody Sunday.
In 1964, as the Civil Rights Movement was picking
up speed, Amelia Boynton ran on the
Democratic ticket for a seat in Congress from

Alabama—becoming the first African American
woman to do so, as well as the first woman to run
as a Democratic candidate for Congress in
Alabama. Although she didn't win her seat,
Boynton earned 10 percent of vote.
Also in 1964, Boynton and fellow civil rights activist
Martin Luther King Jr. teamed up toward their
common goals. At the time, Boynton figured
largely as an activist in Selma. Still dedicated to
securing suffrage for African Americans, she
asked Dr. King and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference to come to Selma and
help promote the cause.
King eagerly accepted. Soon after, he and the
SCLC set up their headquarters at Boynton's
Selma home. There, they planned the Selma to
Montgomery March of March 7, 1965.
Some 600 protesters arrived to participate in the
event, which would come to be known as
"Bloody Sunday." On the Edmund Pettus Bridge,
over the Alabama River in Selma, marchers were
attacked by policemen with tear gas and billy
clubs. Seventeen protesters were sent to the
hospital, including Boynton, who had been
beaten unconscious. A newspaper photo of
Boynton lying bloody and beaten drew national
attention to the cause. Bloody Sunday prompted
President Lyndon B. Johnson to sign the Voting
Rights Act on August 6, 1965, with Boynton
attending as the landmark event's guest of
honor.
Boynton remarried in 1969, to a musician named
Bob W. Billups. He died unexpectedly in a
boating accident in 1973.
Boynton eventually married a third time, to
former Tuskegee classmate James Robinson, and
moved back to Tuskegee after the wedding.
When Robinson died in 1988, Boynton stayed in
Tuskegee. Serving as vice chair of the Schiller
Institute, she remained active in promoting civil
and human rights.
In 1990, Boynton Robinson was awarded the
Martin Luther King Jr. Medal of Freedom. She
continued to tour the United States on behalf of
the Schiller Institute, which describes its mission as
"working around the world to defend the rights of
all humanity to progress—material, moral and
intellectual," until 2009. In 2014, a new generation
learned about Boynton Robinson's contributions
to the Civil Rights Movement from the Oscarnominated film Selma, a historical drama about
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the 1965 voting rights marches. Lorraine Toussaint
portrayed Boynton Robinson in the film.
A year later, Boynton Robinson was honored as a
special guest at President Barack Obama's State
of the Union address in January 2015. In March of
that year, at the age of 103, Boynton Robinson
held hands with President Obama as they
marched alongside fellow civil rights activist
Congressman John Lewis across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge to mark the 50th anniversary of the
Selma to Montgomery march.
President Barack Obama holds hands with civil
rights activists Amelia Boynton Robinson, seated
in a wheelchair, and John Lewis as they
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Selma
to Montgomery March.
After suffering several strokes, Boynton Robinson
died on August 26, 2015 at the age of 104. Her
son Bruce Boynton said of his mother's
commitment to civil rights: "The truth of it is that
was her entire life. That's what she was
completely taken with. She was a loving person,
very supportive — but civil rights was her life.
Research more about the freedom fighters and
the struggles they faced during their march for
freedom and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today I would like to share with you a story of one
of the greatest Black people in our time. Many
know of his story but just in case you don't by the
end of the reading you will. Enjoy!
Remember - “To be a poor
man is hard, but to be a
poor race in a land of
dollars is the very bottom of
hardships.” - W. E. B. Du Bois
Today in our History - W.E.B.
DuBois died in Accra on
August 27, 1963.
Educator, essayist, journalist, scholar, social critic,
and activist W.E.B. DuBois was born to Mary
Sylvina Burghardt and Alfred Dubois on February
23, 1868 in Great Barrington, Massachusetts. He
excelled in the public schools of Great
Barrington, graduating valedictorian from his high
school in 1884. Four years later he received a B.A.
from Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. In 1890
DuBois earned a second bachelor degree from

Harvard University. DuBois began two years of
graduate studies in History and Economics at the
University of Berlin in Germany in 1892 and then
returned to the United States to begin a two-year
stint teaching Greek and Latin at Wilberforce
University in Ohio.
In 1895, DuBois became the first African
American to earn a Ph.D. at Harvard University.
His doctoral thesis, "The Suppression of the African
Slave Trade in America," became the first book
published by Harvard University Press in 1896.
Later that year DuBois married Nina Gomer and
the couple had two children. After the death of
his first wife in 1950, DuBois married Shirley
Graham who remained his wife until his death.
Before the close of the 19th century, DuBois also
taught at the University of Pennsylvania and
Atlanta University. During this time, he became
the first scholar to systematically study African
American urban life. DuBois’s first post-dissertation
book, The Philadelphia Negro, released in 1899,
determined that housing and employment
discrimination were the principal barriers to racial
equality and black prosperity in the urban North.
His work and conclusions initiated the field of
African American urban history.
DuBois lacked black public appeal of his
contemporaries such as Booker T. Washington,
Marcus Garvey, and Paul Robeson. He remained
scathingly critical of white racism his entire life
and unlike Washington he was unwilling to seek
compromise in the quest for civil rights and racial
justice. In 1903, DuBois published a
groundbreaking collection of essays, The Souls of
Black Folk, which challenged the civil rights
strategies of black leaders like Washington while
inspiring a cadre of young black activist scholars
to use their work to combat racial oppression.
In 1905 DuBois and other black leaders created
the Niagara Movement to provide an
organizational challenge to segregation and
discrimination. DuBois edited the organization’s
magazines, the Moon and the Horizon. As the
Niagara Movement declined, DuBois became
the co-founder of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in
1909 and served as the editor of its magazine,
The Crisis, until 1934 when he was fired by the
organization.
DuBois's departure from the NAACP reflected his
disillusionment over the continuing power of
white racism and what he felt was the
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compromising approach of black leaders,
including his NAACP colleagues. Moreover,
DuBois's speeches and editorials made him
unpopular with many whites and some blacks
who, fearing white backlash, refused to support
his positions on race.
DuBois, however, continued to believe
scholarship could promote racial equality. He
wrote numerous books and articles including
Black Reconstruction in America in 1935. Largely
discounted by scholars at the time, the book
eventually became the basis for a dramatic
reappraisal of the Reconstruction era by scholars
in the 1960s and 1970s. His conclusions regarding
the progress made by African Americans during
the decade of Reconstruction have now been
accepted by almost all mainstream historians.
By the early 1950s, at the height of the Cold War,
DuBois devoted much of his energy to promoting
peace between the United States and the Soviet
Union. He embraced this controversial position at
great personal and professional peril. His only
foray into politics, a failed run in 1950 as a
Socialist for the US Senate seat from New York,
drew the attention of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI). Stripped by the State
Department of his passport in 1950 and criticized
by many former allies and associates in the civil
rights struggle, DuBois became a Communist,
believing it offered the only hope for working
class people around the world and the only
major challenge to racism.
In 1961 DuBois gave up his citizenship and left the
United States permanently for Accra, Ghana.
With the support of Ghanaian President Kwame
Nkrumah, DuBois became the editor of the
proposed Africana Encyclopedia. Before the
project was completed, DuBois died in Accra on
August 27, 1963, on the eve of the March on
Washington, the largest civil rights demonstration
in the US to that date. Research more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!
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But a day before the event, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt met with Randolph and agreed to
issue an executive order forbidding discrimination
against workers in defense industries and
government and establishing the Fair
Employment Practice Committee (FEPC) to
investigate charges of racial discrimination. In
return, Randolph called off the planned march.
In the mid-1940s, Congress cut off funding to the
FEPC, and it dissolved in 1946; it would be
another 20 years before the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) was formed to
take on some of the same issues.

Today, I want to share a story from my youth. At
10 years going to Washington, D.C. to hear
people talk about jobs and other things. Many of
the people were all right but the next speaker
was a young preacher and he lit up the masses. I
askes who was he and I was told that he was
going to lift our race up in a few more years.
Enjoy!
Remember - “We are tired. We are tired of being
beaten by policemen. We are tired of seeing our
people locked up in jail over and over again.
And then you holler, ‘Be patient.’ How long can
we be patient? We want our freedom and we
want it now.” - Rep. John Lewis, then 23-year-old
chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC)
Today in our History - August 28,1963 - 100,000,
blacks are at the mall in D.C. to listen to many
people give speaches.
The March on Washington was a massive protest
march that occurred in August 1963, when some
250,000 people gathered in front of the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington, D.C. Also known as the
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, the
event aimed to draw attention to continuing
challenges and inequalities faced by African
Americans a century after emancipation. It was
also the occasion of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s nowiconic “I Have A Dream” speech.
In 1941, A. Philip Randolph, head of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and an elder
statesman of the civil rights movement, had
planned a mass march on Washington to protest
blacks’ exclusion from World War II defense jobs
and New Deal programs.

Meanwhile, with the rise of the charismatic young
civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. in the mid1950s, Randolph proposed another mass march
on Washington in 1957, hoping to capitalize on
King’s appeal and harness the organizing power
of the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP).
In May 1957, nearly 25,000 demonstrators
gathered at the Lincoln Memorial to
commemorate the third anniversary of Brown v.
Board of Education ruling and urge the federal
government to follow through on its decision in
the trial.
SCLC AND THE MARCH
In 1963, in the wake of violent attacks on civil
rights demonstrators in Birmingham, Alabama,
momentum built for another mass protest on the
nation’s capital.
With Randolph planning a march for jobs, and
King and his Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) planning one for freedom,
the two groups decided to merge their efforts
into one mass protest.
That spring, Randolph and his chief aide, Bayard
Rustin, planned a march that would call for fair
treatment and equal opportunity for black
Americans, as well as advocate for passage of
the Civil Rights Act (then stalled in Congress).
President John F. Kennedy met with civil rights
leaders before the march, voicing his fears that
the event would end in violence. In the meeting
on June 22, Kennedy told the organizers that the
march was perhaps “ill-timed,” as “We want
success in the Congress, not just a big show at
the Capitol.”
Randolph, King and the other leaders insisted the
march should go forward, with King telling the
president: “Frankly, I have never engaged in any

direct-action movement which did not seem illtimed.”
JFK ended up reluctantly endorsing the March on
Washington, but tasked his brother and attorney
general, Robert F. Kennedy, with coordinating
with the organizers to ensure all security
precautions were taken. In addition, the civil
rights leaders decided to end the march at the
Lincoln Memorial instead of the Capitol, so as not
to make members of Congress feel as if they
were under siege.
WHO WAS AT THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON?
Officially called the March on Washington for
Jobs and Freedom, the historic gathering took
place on August 28, 1963. Some 250,000 people
gathered at the Lincoln Memorial, and more
than 3,000 members of the press covered the
event.
Fittingly, Randolph led off the day’s diverse array
of speakers, closing his speech with the promise
that “We here today are only the first wave.
When we leave, it will be to carry the civil rights
revolution home with us into every nook and
cranny of the land, and we shall return again
and again to Washington in ever growing
numbers until total freedom is ours.”
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At one point during his speech, she called out to
him, “Tell ‘em about the dream, Martin, tell ‘em
about the dream!” referring to a familiar theme
he had referenced in earlier speeches.
Departing from his prepared notes, King then
launched into the most famous part of his
speech that day: “And so even though we face
the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have
a dream.” From there, he built to his dramatic
ending, in which he announced the tolling of the
bells of freedom from one end of the country to
the other.
“And when this happens…we will be able to
speed up that day when all God’s children,
black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles,
Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join
hands and sing in the words of the old Negro
spiritual, ‘Free at last! Free at last! Thank God
Almighty, we are free at last!’” Research more
about this march for jobs and how we as a
people endored, SHARE WITH YOUR BABIES AND
MAKE IT A CHAMPION DAY!

Other speakers followed, including Rustin, NAACP
president Roy Wilkins, John Lewis of the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC),
civil rights veteran Daisy Lee Bates and actors
Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee. The march also
featured musical performances from the likes of
Marian Anderson, Joan Baez, Bob Dylan and
Mahalia Jackson.
“I HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH
King agreed to speak last, as all the other
presenters wanted to speak earlier, figuring news
crews would head out by mid-afternoon. Though
his speech was scheduled to be four minutes
long, he ended up speaking for 16 minutes, in
what would become one of the most famous
orations of the civil rights movement—and of
human history.
Though it has become known as the “I Have a
Dream” speech, the famous line wasn’t actually
part of King’s planned remarks that day. After
leading into King’s speech with the classic
spiritual “I’ve Been ‘Buked, and I’ve Been
Scorned,” gospel star Mahalia Jackson stood
behind the civil rights leader on the podium.

Today's story is about a disaster, people who live
in different parts of the country are going to
expect this and move on with their lives. One day
in our nation's southern states came something
that no one was expecting. Even though they
were warned to leave well before the
devastation hit but many of our people could not
leave if the wanted to and this is what
happened.
Remember - “They see us screaming for help but
it was slow in coming. I have six children and no
transportation. I 'm not going anywhere." Hurricane Katria victim

Today in our History - August 29, 2005 - Early in the
morning on August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina
struck the Gulf Coast of the United States. When
the storm made landfall, it had a Category 3
rating on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale–it
brought sustained winds of 100–140 miles per
hour–and stretched some 400 miles across. The
storm itself did a great deal of damage, but its
aftermath was catastrophic. Levee breaches led
to massive flooding, and many people charged
that the federal government was slow to meet
the needs of the people affected by the storm.
Hundreds of thousands of people in Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama were displaced from
their homes, and experts estimate that Katrina
caused more than $100 billion in damage.
The tropical depression that became Hurricane
Katrina formed over the Bahamas on August 23,
2005, and meteorologists were soon able to warn
people in the Gulf Coast states that a major
storm was on its way. By August 28, evacuations
were underway across the region. That day, the
National Weather Service predicted that after
the storm hit, “most of the [Gulf Coast] area will
be uninhabitable for weeks…perhaps longer.”
During the past century, hurricanes have flooded
New Orleans six times: in 1915, 1940, 1947, 1965,
1969 and 2005.
New Orleans was at particular risk. Though about
half the city actually lies above sea level, its
average elevation is about six feet below sea
level–and it is completely surrounded by water.
Over the course of the 20th century, the Army
Corps of Engineers had built a system of levees
and seawalls to keep the city from flooding. The
levees along the Mississippi River were strong and
sturdy, but the ones built to hold back Lake
Pontchartrain, Lake Borgne and the waterlogged
swamps and marshes to the city’s east and west
were much less reliable. Before the storm, officials
worried that surge could overtop some levees
and cause short-term flooding, but no one
predicted levees might collapse below design
height. Neighborhoods that sat below sea level,
many of which housed the city’s poorest and
most vulnerable people, were at great risk of
flooding.
The day before Katrina hit, New Orleans Mayor
Ray Nagin issued the city’s first-ever mandatory
evacuation order. He also declared that the
Superdome, a stadium located on relatively high
ground near downtown, would serve as a
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“shelter of last resort” for people who could not
leave the city. (For example, some 112,000 of
New Orleans’ nearly 500,000 people did not have
access to a car.) By nightfall, almost 80 percent
of the city’s population had evacuated. Some
10,000 had sought shelter in the Superdome,
while tens of thousands of others chose to wait
out the storm at home.
By the time Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans
early in the morning on Monday, August 29, it
had already been raining heavily for hours. When
the storm surge (as high as 9 meters in some
places) arrived, it overwhelmed many of the
city’s unstable levees and drainage canals.
Water seeped through the soil underneath some
levees and swept others away altogether. By 9
a.m., low-lying places like St. Bernard Parish and
the Ninth Ward were under so much water that
people had to scramble to attics and rooftops
for safety. Eventually, nearly 80 percent of the
city was under some quantity of water.
Many people acted heroically in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina. The Coast Guard, for
instance, rescued some 34,000 people in New
Orleans alone, and many ordinary citizens
commandeered boats, offered food and shelter,
and did whatever else they could to help their
neighbors. Yet the government–particularly the
federal government–seemed unprepared for the
disaster. The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) took days to establish operations
in New Orleans, and even then did not seem to
have a sound plan of action. Officials, even
including President George W. Bush, seemed
unaware of just how bad things were in New
Orleans and elsewhere: how many people were
stranded or missing; how many homes and
businesses had been damaged; how much food,
water and aid was needed. Katrina had left in
her wake what one reporter called a “total
disaster zone” where people were “getting
absolutely desperate.”
(For one thing, many had nowhere to go. At the
Superdome in New Orleans, where supplies had
been limited to begin with, officials accepted
15,000 more refugees from the storm on Monday
before locking the doors. City leaders had no
real plan for anyone else. Tens of thousands of
people desperate for food, water and shelter
broke into the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center
complex, but they found nothing there but
chaos. Meanwhile, it was nearly impossible to

leave New Orleans: Poor people especially,
without cars or anyplace else to go, were stuck.
For instance, some people tried to walk over the
Crescent City Connector bridge to the nearby
suburb of Gretna, but police officers with
shotguns forced them to turn back.)
Katrina pummeled huge parts of Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama, but the desperation
was most concentrated in New Orleans. Before
the storm, the city’s population was mostly black
(about 67 percent); moreover, nearly 30 percent
of its people lived in poverty. Katrina
exacerbated these conditions, and left many of
New Orleans’s poorest citizens even more
vulnerable than they had been before the storm.
In all, Hurricane Katrina killed nearly 2,000 people
and affected some 90,000 square miles of the
United States. Hundreds of thousands of
evacuees scattered far and wide. Today, after
years of recovery and rebuilding efforts, people
along the Gulf Coast have made great strides in
returning to life as usual even as they continue to
rebuild. Research more about American disasters
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today I want to
share with you a
story about one of
the most forgotten
men when it
comes to leaders
speaking of Black
freedom during
the 1800’s. David
Walker you should
know just like Nate
Turner, Gabriel
Prosser, Denmark
Vesey and
Fredrick Douglass. All great men of their time who
spoke truth to power. I want to share with you a
man who you may have never heard of and
before the Civil War he preached and spoke
about freedom. Enjoy!
Remember – “I had better die freemen, than live
to be slaves. Let your motto be reisstance!” –
Henry Highland Garnet
Today in our History – August 30, 1843 - The
National Negro Convention meets in Buffalo,
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New York. The African American abolitionist and
activist Henry Highland Garnet (1815-1882) was a
religious man. And on this day, he was raising
Hell.
Garnet was all of 27 years old when, in August of
1843, he addressed the National Negro
Convention in Buffalo, New York. The meeting
was part of the decades long National Negro
Convention Movement, in which northern free
blacks met to discuss strategies for achieving
racial equality and civil rights for freemen in the
North, and emancipation and liberty for
enslaved blacks in the South. These discussions
often centered on the benefits of using “moral
suasion versus political action” – that is, whether
or not blacks and whites should use moral
persuasion to convince American society to end
racial prejudice, or, engage in direct political
action to gain liberty and equality for people of
African descent. (The influential white abolitionist
William Lloyd Garrison was among those who
eschewed political activism.)
Garnet had a much more radical approach to
the problems of those in bondage. The son of a
fugitive slave (one source indicates his
grandfather was a Mandingo warrior prince), the
youthful Garnet and his family were always
fearful of being taken by slave catchers; his
father once made a narrow escape from slave
hunters, and his sister was taken into slavery for a
time. His life experiences may have made him
more open to solutions that went beyond suasion
and politics, because in August of 1843, Garnet
was openly calling for a slave rebellion.
Garnet’s speech was not just some angry rant.
He grew up in New York City, with acquaintances
such as Alexander Crummell, Samuel Ringgold
Ward, James McCune Smith, Ira Aldridge, and
Charles Reason, men who are among a who’s
who of early 19th century northern black leaders.
He attended a free school in New York and
sailed on ships to Cuba as a cabin boy. He had
theological training and served as a Presbyterian
pastor. Garnet was educated and worldly, and
his speech reflected that, with references to
pride in African heritage, slavery policy in the
colonial and Revolutionary War eras, and the
global context of abolitionism. This was in
addition to his speech’s major themes that
slavery was anti-Christian, and resistance to
slavery pro-Christian; and that manhood and
honor dictated that (male) slaves use “every
means” necessary to liberate themselves.

It’s probably too much to say that in tone,
Garnet sounded to his contemporaries like
Malcolm X did to his. But Garnet’s righteous and
religious anger, and his open call for manhoodbased armed resistance, was surely
uncomfortable to the more pacifist natures of
current day black and white abolitionists. Fellow
convention attendee Frederick Douglass, who
was associated with William Lloyd Garrison,
made a rebuttal to Garnet’s speech;
unfortunately, Douglass’ speech did not survive
for us to read it today.
His words may be Garnet's lasting legacy. It is
believed that Garnet's "Call to Rebellion" helped
inspire others in the abolitionist movement to take
action, including John Brown who led the 1859
attack on the arsenal in Harpers Ferry, Virginia
(now West Virginia).
There is an abridged version of Garnet’s speech
to the 1843 National Negro Convention, which is
often referred to as his “Address to the Slaves”.
Please research it and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Today is the last day
of sales training class
and I will be able to
once again respond
to your posts
tomorrow. Today, I
would like to share
with you a great story
of an African
American woman
who you might not
have heard of but
her story needs to be
told. Josephine St.
Pierre Ruffin was an
African American publisher, journalist, civil rights
leader, suffragist, and editor of the Woman's Era,
the first newspaper published by and for African
American women. Enjoy her story!
Remember – “[W]e need to talk over not only
those things which are of vital importance to us
as women, but also the things that are of
especial interest to us as colored women.”
Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin
Today in our History – August 31,1842 - Ruffin was
born in Boston, Massachusetts, to John St. Pierre,
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of French and African descent from Martinique,
and Elizabeth Matilda Menhenick from Cornwall,
England. Her father was a successful clothier and
founder of a Boston Zion Church. She attended
public schools in Charlestown and Salem, and a
private school in New York City because of her
parents' objections to the segregated schools in
Boston. She completed her studies at the
Bowdoin School (not to be confused with
Bowdoin College), after segregation in Boston
schools ended.
Ruffin supported women's suffrage and, in 1869,
joined with Julia Ward Howe and Lucy Stone to
form the American Woman Suffrage Association
(AWSA) in Boston. Britannica, The Editors of
Encyclopedia. “American Woman Suffrage
Association.” Encyclopedia Britannica,
Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc., 12 June 2015, A
group of these women, Howe and Stone also
founded the New England Women's Club in 1868.
Josephine Ruffin was its first bi-racial member
when she joined in the mid-1890s. Ruffin also
wrote for the black weekly paper, The Courant
and became a member of the New England
Woman's Press Association.
When her husband George died at the age of 52
in 1886, Ruffin used her financial security and
organizational abilities to start the Woman's Era,
the country's first newspaper published by and
for African American women. She served as the
editor and publisher from 1890 to 1897. While
promoting interracial activities, the Woman's Era
called on black women to demand increased
rights for their race.
In 1894, Ruffin organized the Woman's Era Club,
an advocacy group for black women, with the
help of her daughter Florida Ridley and Maria
Baldwin, a Boston school principal
In 1895, Ruffin organized the National Federation
of Afro-American Women. She convened The
First National Conference of the Colored Women
of America in Boston, which was attended by
women from 42 black women's clubs from 14
states. The following year, the organization
merged with the Colored Women's League to
form the National Association of Colored
Women's Clubs (NACWC). Mary Church Terrell
was elected president and Ruffin served as one
of the organization's vice-presidents.
Just as the NACWC was forming, Ruffin was
integrating the New England Woman's Club.
When the General Federation of Women's Clubs

met in Milwaukee in 1900, she planned to attend
as a representative of three organizations – the
Woman's Era Club, the New England Woman's
Club and the New England Woman's Press Club.
Southern women were in positions of power in
the General Federation and, when the Executive
Committee discovered that all of the New Era's
club members were black, they would not
accept Ruffin's credentials Ruffin was told that
she could be seated as a representative of the
two white clubs but not the black one.
She refused on principle and was excluded from
the proceedings. These events became known
as "The Ruffin Incident"[ and were widely covered
in newspapers around the country, most of
whom supported Ruffin.[ Afterwards, the
Woman's Era Club made an official statement
"that colored women should confine themselves
to their clubs and the large field of work open to
them there."
The New Era Club was disbanded in 1903, but
Ruffin remained active in the struggle for equal
rights and, in 1910, helped form the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People. Ruffin was one of the charter members
of NAACP. Along with other women who had
belonged to the New Era Club, she co-founded
the League of Women for Community Service,
which still exists today.
Ruffin married George Lewis Ruffin (1834–1886),
who went on to become the first African
American male graduate from Harvard Law
School, the first African American elected to the
Boston City Council, and the first AfricanAmerican municipal judge. Josephine and Ruffin
were married in 1858 when she was 16 years old.
The couple moved to Liverpool but returned to
Boston soon afterwards and bought a house in
the West End. They had five children: Hubert, an
attorney; Florida Ridley, a school principal and
co-founder of Woman's Era; Stanley, an inventor;
George, a musician; and Robert, who died in his
first year of life. The couple became active in the
struggle against slavery. During the Civil War, they
helped recruit black soldiers for the Union Army,
the 54th and 55th Massachusetts regiments. The
couple also worked for the Sanitation
Commission, which provided aid for the care of
soldiers in the field.
She died of nephritis at her home on St. Botolph
Street, Boston, in 1924, and was buried in Mount
Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge. Research more
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about black female publishers and journalists
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day.

SEPTEMBER

Today I want to
share with you the
story of a black
woman who was
forgotten by
many of the
history books and
we need to
remember her.
Enjoy!
Remember - " He
was fun, quick to
learn and I loved
him for his body of
work"
Today in our History - September 1, 1905 - Elvera
Sanchez was an American dancer and the
mother of Sammy Davis Jr.
During his lifetime, Davis Jr. stated that his mother
was Puerto Rican and born in San Juan;
however, in the 2003 biography In Black and
White, author Wil Haygood wrote that Davis'
mother was born in New York City, of Afro-Cuban
descent, and that Davis claimed she was Puerto
Rican because he feared anti-Cuban backlash
would hurt his record sales.
Elvera Sanchez was born in New York City to Luisa
Valentina (née Aguiar; February 14, 1884 –
October 5, 1996), a Cuban immigrant, and
Marco Sanchez, who was from Spain. She began
her career as a chorus-line dancer at the
Lafayette Theater in Harlem, in 1921. She
became known as "Baby Sanchez", and married
Sammy Davis Sr., also a dancer, in 1923. In 1925
their son and only child, Sammy Davis Jr., was
born. He would often accompany his mother
and father to the theater. When the child was
three, the couple split up and the father
obtained sole custody of his son, taking him on

the road. Sanchez was a chorus-line dancer at
Apollo Theater for six years and appeared in Carl
Micheaux's 1936 Swing. She continued to dance
until the 1940s.
After retiring from her show business career at the
age of 35, she began working as a barmaid for
Grace's Little Belmont in Atlantic City, New
Jersey. She enjoyed telling jokes to customers
and was known for sporting a gold napkin. Her
connections with entertainers Count Basie, Billy
Eckstine, and Sarah Vaughn drew these and
other celebrities to her station, and her son
Sammy would come to visit after performing
across town at the 500 Club "and delighted
everyone pouring drinks and singing". Frank
Sinatra's valet George Jacobs recalled in his
memoirs that Sinatra also liked to drop by
Grace's Little Belmont in the early morning hours
after his shows at the 500 Club to say hello to
Davis' mother behind the bar.
From 1989, until her death in 2000, she was an
adviser to the New York Committee to Celebrate
National Tap Dance Day. Elvera was survived by
her daughter, Ramona. Research more about
this great American family and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today I would like to tell you a story about a
black Inventor who was a slave but learned to
read and write which would change his life.
Enjoy!
Remember - " Buying my freedom was the first
step in becomming a person that could help
others"
Today in our History - September 2, 1884 - John
Parker patents " Parker Pulverizer" - It was a
follower - Screw for Tobacco Process U.S. Patent
# 304,552
The story is below and make it a champion day! I
will be traveling today and will not be able to
respond to your words until this afternoon. Sorry
for the layout but the computer at the hotel limits
my ability to tell the story the way I want.
Research the story and share with your babies.
BLACKINVENTOR.COM

John Parker | The Black Inventor Online
Museum
Created a Screw for a Tobacco Press.
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Today I would like to share with you a story that
has been misunderstood and represented falsely
for years. This story has been told in many ways
through song, movies and books. This African
American woman changed the fate of the
Independence of the territory of Texas from the
Mexican power of the time. Let’s look closer at
the one they called “The Yellow Rose of Texas” –
Enjoy!
Remember - "The Battle of San Jacinto was
probably lost to the Mexicans, owing to the
influence of a Mulatta girl (Emily) belonging to
Col. Morgan who was closeted in the tent with
g’l Santana, at the time the cry was made "the
Enemy! They come! They come! + detained
Santana so long, that order could not be
restored readily again.” – Sam Houston
Today in our History – September 3, 1959 - Francis
X. Tolbert, a prolific journalist, writes in his journal The Day of San Jacinto (1959) that Emily was a
"decorative long-haired mulatto girl...Latin
looking woman of about twenty."
Emily D. West (c.1815–1891), also known as Emily
Morgan, is a folk heroine whose legendary
activities during the Texas Revolution have come
to be identified with the song "The Yellow Rose of
Texas".
West was a free woman of color, of mixed race,
or a "high yellow". She was born in New Haven,
Connecticut. In 1835 she was contracted to
James Morgan in New York to work as an
indentured servant for one year in Morgan's

Point, Texas, at the New Washington Association's
hotel as a housekeeper. Several months into her
year of indentureship, on April 16, 1836, West and
other residents were kidnapped by Mexican
cavalry. West was forced to travel with the forces
of General Antonio López de Santa Anna as they
prepared to face the army led by Sam Houston
and was in the Mexican camp on April 21 when
Houston's force attacked. The Texans won the
Battle of San Jacinto in 18 minutes.
According to legend, Santa Anna had been
caught unprepared because he was having sex
with West. No contemporary accounts indicate
that Santa Anna was with a woman at the time,
but the story was recorded in the journal of
Englishman William Bollaert in 1842, who was told
the story by Sam Houston during a steamer trip.
After Bollaert's diary was published in 1956,
amateur historians began to expand the tale,
with Henderson Shuffler suggesting that West fit
the description of the girl in the then-popular folk
song "The Yellow Rose of Texas”. The story
continued to grow, with many references to
West's beauty, as the legend took hold by the
1986 Texas Sesquicentennial.
Historian Philip Thomas Tucker questions the
reliability of the tale pointing out that "Santa
Anna possessed a distinct aversion to the
intermingling of races." Santa Anna held that
much of Mexico's political troubles were due to
this, holding that "We have failed because of our
deplorable racial mixture, and the responsibility
for this sad state of affairs lies with the Spanish
missionaries who saved the Indian from extinction
After the Battle of San Jacinto, the real Emily
West wanted to leave Texas, but the papers that
declared her "free" had been lost. Major Isaac
Moreland, commandant of the garrison at
Galveston, vouched for Emily in her application
for a passport. Emily possibly returned to New
York in March 1837.
It is unknown if she did carry James Morgan's
surname, as was supposed, although this was the
custom for indentured servants and slaves at the
time. Also, arriving coincidentally in Morgan's
Point on board Morgan's schooner from New
York was Emily West de Zavala, the wife of the
interim Vice President of the Republic of Texas,
Lorenzo de Zavala, and grandmother of Adina
Emilia De Zavala The widowed Mrs Lorenzo de
Zavala had returned to New York in 1837 at
about the same time as Emily D. West, although
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West de Zavala returned to Texas in early 1839
Denise McVea suggests that the Emily West of
the Yellow Rose of Texas legend was Emily West
de Zavala. There is no contemporary or primary
evidence that Emily D. West and Emily de Zavala
were the same person. Research and play the
song to your babies and make it a champion
day!

Today, I want to share with you a story that many
do not know about or you may have taken for
granted. I checked the history books of middle
school and high school students of not only the
state in question but surrounding states. The
closest that I found was in the towns close to the
United States border in Mexico in a few states.
Enjoy!
Remember – “One day hundreds of years from
now this great exploration will still have the bonds
of all of the cultures here today and beyond.” Antonio Mesa
Today in our History – September 4, 1781 MEXACANS OF AFRICAN DECENT FOUND THE CITY
OF LOS ANGLES SEPTEMBR 11, 1781.
The Los Angeles Pobladores, or “townspeople,”
were a group of 44 settlers and four soldiers from
Mexico who established the famed city on this
day in 1781 in what California is now. The settlers
came from various Spanish castes, with over half
of the group being of African descent.
Governor of Las California’s, a Spanish-owned
region, Felipe de Neve called on 11 families to
help build the new city in the region by recruiting
them from Sonora and Sinaloa, Mexico.
According to a census record taken at the time,
there were two persons of African ancestry, eight
Spanish and Black persons, and nine American

Indians. There was also one Spanish and Indian
person, with the rest being Spaniards.
According to the efforts of historian William M.
Mason, the actual racial makeup of the
pobladores was perhaps more racially balanced
than not. Mason wrote that of the 44, only two
were White, while 26 had some manner of
African ancestry and that 16 of the group were
“mestizos” or mixed Spanish and Indian people.
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Black Mexicans Luis Quintero and Antonio Mesa,
the only two named on the 1781 census, married
mixed women and bore several children
between them.
The pobladores founded the city “El Pueblo de
Nuestra Señora La Reina de los Ángeles sobre el
Río Porciúncula” (Spanish for The Town of Our
Lady Queen of the Angels on the Porciuncula
River) that day, after some priests found the area
10 years prior. Another historian, Dr. Antonio RiosBustamante, states that Los Angeles’ original
settlers were even more mixed than the census
stated, but was that African, Indian and
European ancestry was a hallmark.
In Los Angeles, the El Pueblo de Los Angeles
State Historic Park honored the pobladores in the
1950s with a plaque, but it was mysteriously
removed. In a Los Angeles Times report, it was
suggested that the removal of the plaque was
racially motivated. However, in 1981 during the
city’s bicentennial, the plaque was replaced.
Research more about the start of the “City of
Angles” and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story of a
man who lust for education and was close to
receiving his doctorate degree but dropped out
to teach school, work in an automotive plant
and the aviation Industry. Then turned to the pen
and wrote books during his college days. One of
his books was required reading for me while I was
in High School. He sold more than 55 million
books and won numerous rewards. Let’s find out
more about this commercially successful writer of
the 20th Century. Enjoy!
Remember – “When it was over, it was not really
over, and that was the trouble” -. Frank Yerby
Today in our History – September 5, 1916 - Frank
Garvin Yerby was born in Augusta, Georgia.
His parents were Wilhelmina and Rufus Yerby.
Frank Yerby was the product of an interracial
marriage. His father was African American and
his mother was of European origin. Yerby grew up
in Augusta and attended two local institutions.
He graduated from Haines Institute in 1933. Four
years later he earned a second degree from
Paine College. The following year Yerby entered
Fisk University in Nashville where he earned a
master’s degree. Yerby began studies toward a
doctorate in education from the University of
Chicago but dropped out before obtaining a
degree.
Frank Yerby taught briefly at Florida A&M College
and later at Southern University in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. He later migrated north, to Dearborn,
Michigan where he worked as a technician at
the Ford Motor Company and then to Jamaica,

New York, where he worked in the aviation
industry
Eventually Yerby gained success as an author. His
story “Health Card” won the 1944 O. Henry
Memorial Award for best first published short story
of the year. Two years later his first novel, The
Foxes of Harrow, received critical acclaim. Yerby
would write more than thirty novels over his
career. His best-known novel, The Dahomean,
appeared in 1971. His publications sold more
than fifty-five million hardback and paperback
books worldwide, making him one of the most
commercially successful writers of the 20th
Century.
Yerby’s novels often focused on strong male
heroes but, unusual for the period, often included
characters of various ethnic backgrounds. His
complex story lines, known for their acute sense
of history, were also usually enmeshed in
romantic intrigue and violence which seemed to
enhance their popularity.
Despite his commercial success Yerby, by the
late 1960s, was the target of criticism by black
literary critics and activists who charged that his
work did not adequately address African
America. Some of them contended that he
deliberately denied the brutal realities of
American racism that blacks faced in the
historical periods his novels portrayed. Others
charged that his treatment of many of the
African American characters in his novels
reflected the dominant anti-black stereotypes of
the era. Thus, although Yerby was the first bestselling black novelist, he also became the most
maligned because many critics felt his work
lacked the appropriate racial consciousness.
Stung by the criticism, Yerby renounced his
American citizenship and lived abroad for the
rest of his life. Frank Yerby died on November 21,
1991 in Madrid, Spain. Research more about
great black writers and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!
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Today I want
to share a
story with you
about an
Inventor that
created
something
that is used
by millions of
people every
day. Like
most you jus
use it and
never really
think about
its beginning.
Enjoy!
Remember – “I wanted to make my work a little
easier so I thought about it and said done” Sarah Boon
Today in our History - September 6, 1904 -Sarah
Boone Inventor of the Ironing Board dies.
Sarah Boone (1832–1904) was an African
American inventor who on April 26, 1892,
obtained United States patent rights for her
improvements to the ironing board. Boone's
ironing board was designed to improve the
quality of ironing sleeves and the bodies of
women's garments. The board was very narrow,
curved, and made of wood. The shape and
structure allowed it to fit a sleeve and it was
reversible, so one could iron both sides of the
sleeve. Along with Miriam Benjamin, Ellen Eglin,
and Sarah Goode, Boone was one of four
African American women inventors of her time
who developed new technology for the home.
Sarah Marshall was born in Craven County, North
Carolina, near the town of New Bern in January
1st, 1832. She was a former slave. On November
25, 1847, in New Bern, she married James Boone
(or Boon); they would have eight children.
The Boone family left North Carolina for New
Haven, Connecticut, before the outbreak of the
American Civil War; they settled into a house at
30 Winter Street. James Boone worked as a brick
mason until his death on January 18, 1876 while
his wife was listed in New Haven directories as a
dressmaker.
Sarah Marshall Boone died in 1904 and is buried
in a family plot in Evergreen Cemetery in New
Haven. Research more about women Inventors

and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!
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Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania
in 2006.
Brewer worked for Kimberly-Clark, the paper
manufacturer, for 22 years, right out of college.
With her degree in chemistry, she started her
career as a research technician. Frustrated by
the lack of control in research and development
she moved over to administration. By 2006 she
worked her way up to be president for
manufacturing and global operations in
Kimberly-Clark.
Brewer left Kimberly-Clark in 2006 and joined
Walmart as regional vice president over
operations in Georgia. From there, she became
the division president of Walmart’s Southeast
market and finally a president of Walmart East.

Today, I would like to share with you a story that is
still unfolding every day. A story of a black
woman who is still setting the bar for every young
lady coming behind her, she came from the
“Motor City” with a vision of taking her education
to the fullest. She found a home at a fortune 500
company and never looked back, who knows
what the future holds for her. Enjoy!
Remember – “Everywhere I travel and am
blessed to tell my story in hopes that a brave
young lady is listening and will rise to the top and
grasp this American dream” - Rosalind G. Brewer
Today in our History – September 7, 1962 –
Rosalind G. Brewer was born.
Rosalind G. Brewer is an American
businesswoman and the first African American
woman to become chief operations officer
(COO) of Starbucks. Brewer was born in Detroit,
Michigan in 1962. She was the youngest of five
children and they were the first generation in her
family to go to college.
In 1980, Brewer graduated from Cass Technical
High School in Detroit. Right after graduation she
enrolled in Spelman College where she earned
bachelor degree in chemistry in 1984. Later she
graduated from the University Of Chicago Booth
School Of Business in Illinois and Stanford Law
School in California and completed the
advanced management program at The

In 2012, Brewer was named President and CEO of
Sam’s Club, becoming the first African American
to lead a Walmart division. She has focused on
health and wellness by doubling the number of
organic products offered at Sam's Clubs and led
the development of the company's curbside
pickup service and e-commerce efforts,
including introducing a process that allows
customers to scan items with their phones in
order to speed up checkout.
During her time at Sam’s Club, Brewer
connected with Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz,
who invited her to work for Starbucks but initially
she declined his offer. After retiring from Walmart
on February 1, 2017 she accepted the COO role
at Starbucks.
In 2016, Brewer was listed as the 57th most
powerful woman in the world by Forbes
magazine. She was also named as one of the
World’s 100 Most Powerful Women by Forbes
earlier in 2013. The magazine named her among
the Most Powerful Black Women of 2013. She has
been honored by Fortune magazine as one of
the 50 Most Powerful Women in Business. The
Fortune 500's Most Powerful Women List of
September 15, 2015 issue ranked Brewer 15th. In
2016 she ranked 19th on Fortune's annual ranking
of all leaders in business. Research more about
African American woman who are leading
companies and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story
about one of the finest bridge makers of his day.
The bridges that he built long before the Golden
Gate, Brooklyn and
from where I am from
Trenton, NJ which has
the famous Trenton
Makes The World
Takes bridge. Enjoy!
Remember – “When I
build a bridge, it’s like
being a father all over
again because I build
bridges they must be
function and a work
of art” - Horace King
Today in our History –
September 8,1807 Horace King was born
and would be a
versatile man.
Horace King, born a
slave on September 8, 1807 in Chesterfield
District, South Carolina, was a successful bridge
architect and builder in West Georgia, Northern
Alabama and northeast Georgia in the period
between the 1830s and 1870s. King worked for his
master, John Godwin who owned a successful
construction business. Although King was a slave,
Godwin treated him as a valued employee and
eventually gave him considerable influence over
his business.
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building bridges, King constructed homes and
government buildings for Godwin's construction
company. In 1841, King supervised the
construction of the Russell County Courthouse in
Alabama. Despite the success of the company in
attracting work, Godwin nonetheless fell into
debt. King was emancipated by Godwin on
February 3, 1846 to avoid his seizure by creditors.
King continued to work for Godwin's construction
company and when his former owner died in
1859, King assumed controlled of Godwin’s
business.
During the Civil War, King continued to work on
construction projects usually for the Confederacy
including a building for the Confederate navy
near Columbus, Georgia. Confederate officials
also forced King to block several waterways to
prevent Union access to strategic points in
Georgia and Alabama.
In 1864 Frances Thomas King died. Immediately
after the Civil War ended King married Sarah
Jane Jones McManus. Also, after the war King
began to prosper as he worked on the
reconstruction of bridges, textile mills, cotton
warehouses and public buildings destroyed
during the conflict. After passing down the family
business to his son, John Thomas King, Horace
King was elected as a Republican to the
Alabama House of Representatives, serving from
1870 to 1874. Research more about black
craftsman and share with your babies. Make It A
Champion Day!

Horace King supervised many of Godwin's
business activities including the management of
construction sites. In 1832, for example, King led a
construction crew in building Moore’s Bridge, the
first bridge crossing the lower Chattahoochee
River in northwest Georgia. Later in the decade,
Godwin and King constructed some of the
largest bridges in Georgia,
Alabama, and Northeastern Mississippi. By the
1840s King designed and supervised construction
of major bridges at Wetumpka, Alabama and
Columbus, Mississippi without Godwin's
supervision. Godwin issued five-year warranties
on his bridges because of his confidence in
King’s high quality work.
In 1839, Horace King married Frances Thomas, a
free African American woman. The couple had
had four boys and one girl. The King children
eventually joined their father at working on
various construction projects. In addition to

Today I would like to share with you a story that I
first learned as a young man growing up in
Trenton, NJ and having family in Philadelphia, PA

where my Uncle (Father's brother) opened my
eyes to something that I would pass walking or
driving at home but never entered. In
Philadelphia, I entered with my Uncle and I heard
a teaching that was different than I had been
exposed to as a young man. This leader was son
to another powerful leader and was always
around great powerful black people of my era.
As we both grew older his words changed and
how how he talked was more on the scale that I
was raised with. Some didn't like the way he was
leading and went back to what they were
comfortable with before the change. In either
case his mark on this earth was left. Enjoy!
Remember - “We know there are African
Americans working hard in the community to
revive things. But on the whole we are sleeping
as a people” - Warith Deen Mohammed
Today in our History - September 9, 2008 - Warith
Deen Mohammed, original name Wallace D.
Muhammad, died.
Warith Deen Mohammed, original name Wallace
D. Muhammad, (born Oct. 30, 1933, Detroit,
Mich., U.S.—died Sept. 9, 2008, Markham, Ill.),
American religious leader, son and successor of
Elijah Muhammad as head of the Nation of Islam,
which he reformed and moved toward inclusion
within the worldwide Islamic community.
The seventh son of Elijah Muhammad, the leader
of the Nation of Islam, Mohammed was marked
for leadership of the society even before his birth.
The founder of the Nation, Wallace D. Fard,
foretold Mohammed’s birth and his rise to
leadership of the movement. As a boy,
Mohammed received religious training in the
tradition of the Nation, and in 1958 he was
appointed minister of Temple No. 12 in
Philadelphia.
Although he had registered as a conscientious
objector with the Selective Service, he refused, at
his father’s insistence, to accept alternative
service, and in 1961 he was sentenced to prison
for draft evasion. While in prison he studied the
Qurʾān and the Bible and considered the words
of the sentencing judge: “The boy is dominated
by his father.”
Although devoted to his father, Mohammed
began a spiritual pilgrimage that took him
toward orthodox Islam. He left the Nation in 1963
over theological differences with other leaders.
He rejoined the following year but was
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excommunicated in 1969 and again in 1971.
Again, rejoining in 1974, he assumed leadership
of the movement when his
father died in 1975.
Mohammed reformulated
the Nation’s teachings,
rejecting the beliefs that
white people were “blueeyed devils” and that Elijah
Muhammad was a
prophet. In 1976
Mohammed renamed the
organization the World
Community of al-Islam in
the West; the name was
changed again to the
American Muslim Mission in
1978 and to the Muslim
American Society in 1985.
He changed his own name to Warith Deen
Mohammed and adopted the title of imam
instead of Supreme Minister.
His reforms were intended to bring the
organization into line with traditional Sunni Islam
and to move it away from the unique
interpretation of Islam espoused by his father.
Mohammed was instrumental in establishing
interfaith cooperation with other religious
communities, especially Christians and Jews.
In 1977, he led the then largest delegation of
Muslim Americans on a pilgrimage to the Sacred
House in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. In 1992,
Mohammed was cited for exemplary work in the
religion of Islam by Egypt’s President Hosni
Mubarak and given The Gold Medal of
Recognition, Egypt’s highest and most
distinguished religious honor. Mohammed
authored a number of books, including “The Man
and Woman in Islam” (1976), “Religion on the
Line” (1983), and “Life: The Final Battlefield”
(2008).
Although these changes were welcomed by
many, a dissident minority led by Louis Farrakhan
split from Mohammed in 1978 and reestablished
the Nation of Islam according to the precepts of
Elijah Muhammad. Research more about this
great back leader or the NOI and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day! As-SalaamAlaikum

Today, I would like to share a story with you of a
professional man who wanted a better life for his
wife, newborn baby and himself. The story of
Ossian Sweet rose from humble beginnings and
became a doctor who tried to help the poor. His
story is admirable. In a better world, it would be
fairly unremarkable. But Dr. Sweet was African
American in the 1920s, and his life tells the story of
race struggles in this country—then and now. To
know the history of the Sweet case, is to know the
history of segregation in America. Unfortunately,
his life also shines a light on issues still facing black
Americans today: not just segregation
(prescribed or by default), but also injustice at
the hands of those meant to keep the peace.
Enjoy and learn!
Remember - “I have faced racismall of my life
and all I want to do is live and raise my family” –
Ossian Sweet
Today in our History – September 10, 1923 –
Ossian Sweet defends his home from a mob all
night and in the early morning.
Ossian Sweet was born in 1895 in Bartow, Florida.
He was the grandson of a former slave who lived
in the Jim Crow South. When he was five, he
watched from the bushes as a black man was
burned at the stake. Years later, at his murder
trial, Sweet would recall the smell of kerosene,
the crowd taking pieces of the charred flesh as
souvenirs.
When he was 13, his parents sent him north. He
worked his way through prep school and college
at Wilberforce University in Ohio, the first black
university owned and operated by black
Americans. He went on to study medicine at
Howard University in Washington, DC.
While in Washington, Sweet witnessed the race
riots of 1919, during what was known as “The Red
Summer.”
Upon receiving his medical degree, Sweet joined
thousands of other black Americans who were
migrating to Detroit, most to work in the
burgeoning auto industry. Between 1910 and
1930, Detroit’s black population increased
twentyfold. The fast-growing population,
however, meant competition for housing and
jobs. Sweet arrived in the summer of 1921,
seeking to become a doctor in the
overpopulated Black Bottom neighborhood.
Here, homes were decaying and conditions were
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unsanitary. Many black migrants were restricted
to this area.
In 1922, Sweet met Gladys Mitchell. After they
married in 1923, Upon returning to Detroit, the
Sweets sought to own their own home in a nicer
neighborhood than Black Bottom—or the other
predominantly black neighborhoods. They
bought a house at 2905 Garland Street. Aware of
the brewing tensions in the city—and the
dangers of moving to an all-white
neighborhood—Sweet waited to move until after
the summer, when things might be calmer.
As soon as neighbors heard a black family was
moving in, they organized the Waterworks
Improvement Association.
The Sweets sent their young daughter to stay with
her grandmother and, after requesting police
protection from the local precinct and help from
a handful of friends and relatives, they moved
into their new home.
On the first night, Sweet and his wife were joined
by his brother, Henry, and three friends. In
anticipation, they brought guns and ammunition.
“Well, we have decided we are not going to run.
We are not going to look for any trouble,” said
Sweet. “But we are going to be prepared if
trouble arises.” Crowds formed near the house,
but the night was relatively peaceful. By the
second night, however, the crowds had
increased, so Sweet invited more friends to help.
The local police inspector and a detail of officers
stood outside the house, ostensibly to protect the
Sweets, as a People threw rocks relentlessly, and
the police did nothing but look on… until a shot
was fired from inside the house by Henry Sweet,
Ossian’s brother. A white man outside was killed.
All eleven adults in the house were arrested,
initially denied counsel, then denied bail by
Judge John Faust who presided over the
preliminary hearing and tried for murder.
But mob justice and a prejudiced police force
did not rule the day. The NAACP agreed to
support the Sweet defendants. Fundraisers were
held in large cities throughout the country, and
the NAACP contacted Clarence Darrow, the
famous Scopes Trial lawyer, who took on the
case for a small fee. Darrow’s defense was
based on the history of race relations in the
country, including testimony about the history of
racial violence and lynching. Research more
about “The Trial of Henry Sweet” and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!
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She and her husband, Peter, lived in Willingboro
for nine years, raising two daughters, Paula and
Joann. Griffith used her first name at work, but
friends and family called her Donna, her middle
name. Just days before the attack, Griffith and
her husband returned from a Caribbean cruise
taken to celebrate their 20th anniversary.
Peter Griffith described his wife as a wonderful
spouse and devoted mother. He said she
enjoyed cooking and reading romance novels.
Research more about this American tragedy and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story that
shook my life as well as other Americans’. I was
working for Minolta in the Regional Headquarters
at Broadway and Reade in the Tribecca section
on NY.. Since we were just a couple of blocks
from the World Trade Center we entertained our
guests who visit our offices. So, the famous
Windows on the World our company had
standing reservations every day for those who
don’t know it was located on the top floors 106th
and 107th floors of the North Tower (Building
One).
On Monday, September 10th we had a
celebration for signing a contract with ConEdison. My VP of sales was so happy that he
gave us the next day off. The rest is History as you
know. I was not the only one who traveled from
Willingboro, NJ to Manhattan but the ones who
do over the years you get to know here is the
story of another person who lived in Willingboro
but did not make it out of the towers that horrible
morning called 9/11.
Remember - The attacks of September 11th were
intended to break our spirit. Instead we have
emerged stronger and more unified. We feel
renewed devotion to the principles of political,
economic and religious freedom, the rule of law
and respect for human life. We are more
determined than ever to live our lives in freedom.
--Rudolph W. Giuliani - New York City Mayor
Today in our History – September 11, 2001 –
America is attacked in Washington, D.C.,
Shanksville, PA. and New York City, New York. Joan D. Griffith of Willingboro, N.J. dies.
Joan D. Griffith, 39, of Willingboro, N.J. worked in
the World Trade Center as an office manager
and assistant vice president for Fiduciary Trust.

Today I would
like to share
with you a
story of a
person who
was honored
as the first in
his field. He
took a lot of
flack and a lot
of lack of
support but
kept pushing
on. Enjoy!
Remember "When
reporting on a
good solid news story is the best because the
people need to know what is going on". - Melvin
Russell Goode
Today in our History - September 12, 1995 - Melvin
Russell Goode dies.
Malvin Russell Goode was the first African
American news correspondent for a major
television network. Goode was born on February
13, 1908, in White Plains, Virginia, but his family
moved to Homestead, Pennsylvania, near
Pittsburgh, when he was very young. Goode, the
third of four boys and two girls, attended public
school in Homestead, Pennsylvania. While still in
high school, Goode began working nights at U.S.
Steel’s Homestead Mill where his father was
employed and continued his employment there
even as he attended the University of Pittsburgh.
He received a bachelor’s degree there in 1931.
After graduation, he continued to work at the mill

because jobs were difficult to find during the
Great Depression.
In 1936 Goode finally left the Homestead Mill to
become a probation officer for Pittsburgh’s
juvenile court. He also worked at Pittsburgh’s
Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA). In
1942 he became the manager of the Pittsburgh
Housing Authority, remaining at that post for six
years.
In 1948 Goode, at the age of forty, became a
journalist when he was offered a job as a reporter
for the Pittsburgh Courier, one of the two largest
black newspapers in the United States. He
became a radio broadcaster in 1949, working for
Pittsburgh’s AM radio station KQV, doing fifteenminute news shows. Goode also worked for
WHOD television station where he anchored a
five-minute daily news show. He was named the
station news director in 1952. While there, Goode
became the first African American member of
the National Association of Radio and Television
News Directors.
In 1962 Goode, at the age of fifty-four, became
the first black network news correspondent when
he was hired by ABC Television News as its United
Nations (UN) reporter in New York City. The
position was created when former baseball
player Jackie Robinson publicly had complained
to ABC executives about the lack of black
reporters. Goode was hired over forty other
candidates.
After a few months on the job, Goode received
his first major assignment: covering the Cuban
Missile Crisis that involved the United States, the
Soviet Union, and Cuba. His coverage of the crisis
earned him the respect of his colleagues both at
ABC and at the other networks. He also became
a celebrity among African Americans.
In 1963 Goode traveled overseas with other
black colleagues where for two months he
helped teach journalism in Nigeria, Tanzania, and
Ethiopia to more than one hundred students in
various seminars. He returned home and
continued to report important stories, including
the 1965 assassination of Malcolm X and the 1968
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and
both the Democratic and Republican National
Conventions in 1968. Goode remained with ABC
until his retirement in 1973. He continued working
for the National Black Network, covering the
United Nations and politics through the 1980s.
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During his lifetime, Goode was a member of
numerous organizations, including the
Association of Radio-TV Analysts, the National
Association of Radio and TV News Directors, and
the United Nations Correspondents Association
where he served as president in 1972. Goode
was also a member of the 100 Black Men of
America in New York. His many awards doing his
career included “Man of the Year” by Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity (he was also a member of the
fraternity), the Mary McLeod Bethune Award
from Bethune-Cookman College, the Michelle
Clark Award from the Columbia University School
of Journalism, and an award from the Polish
Government through the United Nations in 1972.
Goode married Mary Lavelle on September 26,
1936. The couple had six children. Malvin Russell
Goode died of a stroke on September 12, 1995,
at the age of eighty-seven in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. Reserch more about Black
Jureralist and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today I
would like to
share with
you a story
of a great
lady who
had pride
and dignity
and took
that power
to be seen
on “The
great white
way” or
Broadway in
NYC. She
started like
most did at
The world famous APPOLO THEATER, because
they fans will tell you in a New York minuite if you
have juice or not. She had a good time at the
Appolo and the rest is history. Enjoy!
Remember - “If there's anything in life you
consider worthwhile achieving - go for it. I was
told many times to forget show business - I had

nothing going for me. But I pursued it, anyway.”
Isabel Sanford
Today in our History – September 13, 1981 - Isabel
Sanford wins an Emmy award as best comedic
actress for The Jeffersons.
Isabel Sanford (born Eloise Gwendolyn Sanford;
August 29, 1917 – July 9, 2004) was an American
stage, film, and television actress and comedian
best known for her role as Louise "Weezy" MillsJefferson on the CBS sitcoms All in the Family
(1971–1975) and The Jeffersons (1975–1985). In
1981, she became the second black American
actress to win a Primetime Emmy Award, and the
first to win for Outstanding Lead Actress in a
Comedy Series.
Sanford was born Eloise Gwendolyn Sanford in
Harlem, New York City, to Josephine (née Perry)
and James Edward Sanford. She was the
youngest of seven children and was the only
child to survive beyond infancy. Sanford's mother
Josephine was devoutly religious and insisted
that her daughter attend church every Sunday
and occasionally made her attend on
weeknights. As a teenager, Sanford aspired to be
an actress, but her mother discouraged her
dream, as she felt that show business was "the
road to degradation". Sanford disobeyed her
mother and began performing at local clubs. She
also performed at amateur night at the Apollo
Theater.
After graduating from high school, Sanford joined
Harlem's American Negro Theater and the Star
Players. She made her professional stage debut
in 1946 in On Strivers Row and appeared in
several off-Broadway productions while also
working as a keypunch operator at IBM. Sanford
married house painter William Edward "Sonny"
Richmond with whom she had three children.
Their marriage was tumultuous and they later
separated.
After separating from her husband, Sanford and
her three children relocated to California in 1960.
Soon after her arrival, she was asked to join the
national production of Here Today by actress
Tallulah Bankhead. In 1965, she made her
Broadway debut in James Baldwin's Th Amen
Corner. The role led to her being cast in the 1967,
film Guess Who's Coming to Dinner.
In the film, she was credited as Isabell Sanford
and portrayed the role of the maid Tillie Binks
which earned her good reviews. She caught the
attention of major Hollywood players, including
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Norman Lear, who cast Sanford in the role of
Louise Jefferson in All in the Family. Sanford and
her TV husband, Sherman Hemsley, were so
popular that Norman Lear decided to spin-off
the characters into their own weekly series, The
Jeffersons.
Sanford was initially reluctant to commit to
working on a weekly series, as she was already
working steadily, but decided to accept the
offer. The Jeffersons premiered in January 1975
and was an immediate hit with audiences, and
ultimately ran for 11 seasons. For her role on the
series, Sanford earned five Golden Globe Award
nominations, and seven Primetime Emmy Award
nominations. She won a Primetime Emmy Award
for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy Series
in 1981, making her the first African American
actress to win in that category.
After The Jeffersons cancelation in 1985, Sanford
continued her career with guest starring roles in
television and film. In January 1987, she starred in
her own sitcom Isabel's Honeymoon Hotel, which
aired five days a week in syndication. The series
was created to showcase Sanford's comedic
skills, but it failed to attract an audience and was
quickly cancelled. In the 1990s, Sanford mainly
appeared in television guest appearances and
cameo appearances in movies. She appeared
on Dream On, Living Single, Hangin' with Mr.
Cooper, In the House, Lois & Clark,
The New Adventures of Superman in a seasontwo episode entitled, "Seasons Greedings", The
Steve Harvey Show, and Hearts Are Wild. In 1996,
had a supporting role in the action movie
Original Gangstas, starring blaxploitation film stars
Fred Williamson, Pam Grier, Jim Brown, and
Richard Roundtree.
Sanford later reprised her role as Louise Jefferson
in a touring company of The Real Live Jeffersons
stage show in the mid-1990s alongside Sherman
Hemsley. Hemsley and she also made cameo
appearances in films such as Sprung, Mafia!, and
two episodes of The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air. The
two also appeared in a series of advertisements
for Denny's and Old Navy. In January 2004,
Sanford received a star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame for her contribution to the television
industry. She made her final television
appearance the following month as an
animated version of herself on The Simpsons
episode "Milhouse Doesn't Live Here Anymore".

Sanford was married to house painter William
Edward "Sonny" Richmond. The couple had three
children, two sons and a daughter, before
separating. After their separation, Sanford and
the children moved to California in 1960, while
Richmond remained in New York. Shortly after
their arrival, Richmond died after being involved
in an altercation. Sanford was a Democrat who
attended an event with Dennis Weaver for
presidential candidate Jesse Jackson in 1988.
In September 2003, Sanford underwent
preventive surgery on her carotid artery. In the
ensuing months, her health steadily declined. She
was hospitalized at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
on July 4, 2004, where she died five days later—a
month before her 87th birthday. Her publicist
attributed it to unspecified natural causes. She
was interred at Forest Lawn Memorial Park,
Hollywood Hills in Los Angeles. For her
contribution to the television industry, Isabel
Sanford has a star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame located at 7080 Hollywood Boulevard.
Research more about black women in
entertainment and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

This morning I would like to share with a story that
was first told to me when I was attending college
in Wisconsin. A story of a Black Woman who was
named to the Federal Bench and became Chief
Judge in the 1980’s. Why is that Important? Well if
you have been hearing that in Washington, D.C.
the congress through the U.S. Senate is
considering a
Judge to be
placed on the
United States
Supreme Court,
the best way to
get there today is
from the Federal
Bench. Let’s
examine this trail
blazer’s story.
Enjoy!
Remember –
“Lack of
encouragement
never deterred
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me. I was the kind of person who would not be
put down.” – Judge Constance Baker Motley
Today in our History – September 14, 1921
Constance Baker was born in New Haven,
Connecticut, the ninth of twelve children. Her
parents, Rachel Huggins and McCullough Alva
Baker, were immigrants from Nevis, in the
Caribbean. Her mother was a domestic worker,
and her father worked as a chef for different Yale
University student societies, including the secret
society Skull and Bones.
While growing up in New Haven, Baker attended
the integrated public schools, but was
occasionally subject to racism. In two separate
incidents she was denied entrance, once to a
skating rink, the other to a local beach. By the
time Baker reached high school she had already
cultivated a profound sense of racial awareness,
sparking her interest to get involved with civil
rights. A speech by Yale Law School graduate
George Crawford, a civil rights attorney for the
New Haven Branch of the NAACP, inspired Baker
to attend law school.
With financial help from a local philanthropist,
Clarence W. Blakeslee, she started college at Fisk
University, a historically black college in Nashville,
Tennessee, but later returned north to attend
integrated New York University. At NYU, she
obtained her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1943.
Motley received her Bachelor of Laws in 1946
from Columbia Law School.
In October 1945, during Baker's second year at
Columbia Law School, future United States
Supreme Court Associate Justice Thurgood
Marshall hired her as a law clerk. She was
assigned to work on court martial cases that
were filed after World War II.
After graduating from Columbia's Law School in
1946, Baker was hired by the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund (LDF) as a civil
rights lawyer. As the fund's first female attorney,
she became Associate Counsel to the LDF,
making her a lead trial attorney in a number of
early and significant civil rights cases. Baker
visited churches that were firebombed, sang
freedom songs, and visited Rev. Martin Luther
King while he sat in jail, as well as spending a
night with civil rights activist Medgar Evers under
armed guard.
In 1950 she wrote the original complaint in the
case of Brown v. Board of Education. The first

African American woman ever to argue a case
before the U.S. Supreme Court, in Meredith v. Fair
she won James Meredith's effort to be the first
black student to attend the University of
Mississippi in 1962. Motley was successful in nine
of the ten cases she argued before the Supreme
Court. The tenth decision, regarding jury
composition, was eventually overturned in her
favor. She was otherwise a key legal strategist in
the civil rights movement, helping to
desegregate Southern schools, buses, and lunch
counters.
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Luke's Episcopal Church in New Haven,
Connecticut. They were married until her death
of congestive heart failure on September 28,
2005, fourteen days after her 84th birthday, at
NYU Downtown Hospital in New York City. Her
funeral was held at the Connecticut church
where she had been married; a public memorial
service was held at Riverside Church in
Manhattan. She left one son, Joel Wilson Motley
III, co-chairman of Human Rights Watch, and
three grandchildren, Hannah Motley, Ian Motley,
and Senai Motley.

Motley was elected on February 4, 1964, to the
New York State Senate (21st district), to fill the
vacancy caused by the election of James Lopez
Watson to the New York City Civil Court. She was
the first African American woman to sit in the
State Senate. She took her seat in the 174th New
York State Legislature, was re-elected in
November 1964 to the 175th New York State
Legislature and resigned her seat when she was
chosen on February 23, 1965, as Manhattan
Borough President—-the first woman in that
position. In November 1965, she was elected to
succeed herself for a full four-year term.

An award-winning biographical documentary,
Justice is a Black Woman: The Life and Work of
Constance Baker Motley, was first broadcast on
Connecticut Public Television in 2012. A
documentary short, The Trials of Constance Baker
Motley, premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival on
April 19, 2015. Research more about Black
women judges and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

Motley was nominated by President Lyndon B.
Johnson on January 26, 1966, to a seat on the
United States District Court for the Southern
District of New York vacated by Judge Archie
Owen Dawson. she was confirmed by the United
States Senate on August 30, 1966, and received
her commission on August 30, 1966, becoming
the first African American female federal judge.
She served as Chief Judge from 1982 to 1986. She
assumed senior status on September 30, 1986. Her
service terminated on September 28, 2005, due
to her death in New York City.

Today, I want to
review with you
the story of a
husband and
father who was
taken off the
earth because
of a perceived
Idea of Indent
to selling
something with
little to no street
value. This
Man’s story
would be of
National
Interest and the
guilty will go unpunished but the family would
receive monies from this city.

Motley handed down a breakthrough decision
for women in sports broadcasting in 1978, when
she ruled that a female reporter must be allowed
into a Major League Baseball locker room.
She received a Candace Award for
Distinguished Service from the National Coalition
of 100 Black Women in 1984. In 1993, she was
inducted into National Women's Hall of Fame. In
2001, President Bill Clinton awarded her the
Presidential Citizens Medal. The NAACP awarded
her the Spingarn Medal, the organization's
highest honor, in 2003. Motley was a prominent
honorary member of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority.
Constance Baker married Joel Motley, Jr., a real
estate and insurance broker, in 1946 at Saint

Remember – “How many times does it take for a
person to plead to grown men that what you are
doing is harming me and you need to stop” –
Esaw Garner
Today in our History – Eric Garner was born on
September 15, 1970.
The choking death of Eric Garner on video in
2014 helped bring the debate on interactions

between white police officers and unarmed
African Americans to the national forefront. Eric
Garner was born on September 15, 1970, in New
York City, New York. Garner, whose mother was a
subway operator, grew to 6 feet 3 inches tall and
weighed 350 pounds. He worked as a mechanic
and then in the city’s horticulture department for
several years before health problems, including
asthma, sleep apnea, and complications from
diabetes, forced him to quit. He had six children,
ranging in age from eighteen years to three
months, and was with his wife, Esaw, for over
twenty years. Although Garner was known in his
community as a "gentle giant," had been
arrested over thirty times in his life, mostly for
lower-level offenses such as selling untaxed
cigarettes, driving without a license, and
marijuana possession.
On July 17, 2014, Garner reportedly broke up a
fight broke on a busy street in the Staten Island
neighborhood of Tompkinsville. Upon arrival at
the scene, New York Police Department officers
confronted Garner and accused him of illegally
selling individual cigarettes, or "loosies." A
passerby recorded Garner, who had filed a 2007
harassment complaint against the NYPD in
federal court, responding, “I’m tired of it. This
stops today.” Several officers now surrounded the
unarmed Garner and one of them, Daniel
Pantaleo, who was white, placed Garner in a
chokehold and took him to the ground. With
Pantaleo’s arm around his neck Garner could be
heard repeatedly gasping his last words: “I can’t
breathe.”
A short time later, forty-three-year-old Eric Garner
was pronounced dead at Richmond University
Hospital. Although police argued Garner was
resisting arrest, the chokehold used by Officer
Pantaleo had been cited as a "dangerous
maneuver" by the NYPD and officially banned in
1993. On August 1, 2014, the city medical
examiner classified Garner’s death as a
homicide, and a grand jury was convened on
August 19 to hear possible charges against the
officers involved. On August 23, over a thousand
protesters demonstrated peacefully near the site
where Garner died.
As November 2014 came to a close, a grand jury
decision in the Garner case was imminent.
Meanwhile another unarmed black man, twentyeight-year-old Akai Gurley, had been mistakenly
shot and killed by an NYPD officer on November
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20 in the darkened stairwell of a Brooklyn housing
project, and officials in Ferguson, Missouri,
declined to charge an officer there in the
shooting death of yet another unarmed African
American, eighteen-year-old Michael Brown. In
response, thousands of protesters rallied in New
York City on November 25, blocking traffic on
busy streets, bridges, and tunnels. On December
3, the grand jury declined to bring criminal
charges against Officer Pantaleo.
In the aftermath of Eric Garner’s death and the
grand jury’s decision, “I can’t breathe” became
a massive topic on social media and a rallying
call among protesters around the country. During
warm-ups before a December 8, 2015 NBA game
in Brooklyn between the Brooklyn Nets and
Cleveland (Ohio) Cavaliers, players on both
teams, including Cleveland superstar LeBron
James, wore “I can’t breathe” t-shirts. Other NBA
stars such as Derrick Rose of the Chicago (Illinois)
Bulls and Kobe Bryant of the Los Angeles
(California) Lakers also wore the shirt. These highprofile demonstrations were publicly endorsed by
President Barack Obama afterward.
On July 2015, a $5.9 million settlement was paid
to the Garner family, with the city of New York
admitting no liability. Research more about this
case or other cases across America that are the
same and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story
about one of the most gifted Professional
Basketball players during his day. Setting records
that only a handful of players have duplicated or
surpassed today, he will always be called one of
the 50 best who have ever played the game. It

was a joy of watching him play during his later
years. Enjoy!
Remember – “If you look up the definition of
greatness in the dictionary, it will say Michael
Jordan” - Elgin Baylor
Today in our History – September 16, 1934 – Elgin
Gay Baylor was born.
Elgin Gay Baylor was a professional basketball
player, who played for Los Angeles Lakers. He
was born on September 16, 1934 and began
playing basketball from an early age. Two of his
older brothers were also basketball players, and
Baylor took naturally to the game. He was
already known to be a gifted player by the time
he was in high school and was selected to be a
three time All City player. However, his academic
record had always been poor, and he dropped
out of high school to work odd jobs and play in
local leagues.
He rejoined high school a few years later, by
which time he had grown to his full height of 6
feet 5 inches and weighed 190 lbs. During this
time, he won a trophy for being the Area’s Best
Basketball player for 1954. He broke several
records that season and maintained his
outstanding performance.
Because of his lackluster academic record, he
did not get admitted to college but a friend
helped him to get a scholarship to attend the
College of Idaho. There he played both
basketball and football, after which he set out to
attend Seattle University. He led them to NCAA
Championship finals, which the team lost to the
Kentucky Wildcats. In 1958, he was drafted by
the National Basketball Association, where he
joined the Minneapolis Lakers (later renamed the
Los Angeles Lakers). He left his final year of
college at Seattle University and chose to play
full time for the Lakers.
The team had been performing poorly when
Baylor joined and he was given a $20,000
contract to help bring them back on their feet.
His contribution to the team’s improved
performance has been acknowledged by all,
including the owner of the LA Lakers Bob Short
himself, who says that if Elgin Baylor hadn’t joined
the team, it probably would have continued to
perform miserably and might even have gone
out of business entirely.
In his first season with the NBA, Baylor was named
“The Rookie of the Year” with some of the best
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statistics in the game. He finished fourth in the
league in scoring, third in rebounding and eighth
in assists. He led the Lakers all the way from last
place previous year to the NBA Finals, which they
lost to the Boston Celtics. Baylor continued to
perform at the top of his form, pushing the
boundaries and setting new records each year.
During the 1960-61 season, he scored 71 points in
a single game against the New York Knicks,
which was the record for most points scored by a
single player in a game at the time, breaking his
own record of 64 points set the previous year. He
led the Lakers to a total of 8 NBA finals during his
career.
During his later years, he began to be plagued
by knee problems, which caused him to retire
early. This came at a great personal cost to him,
as the very same year his team set an NBA
record of 33 consecutive wins, and also won the
NBA Championships that season. As a sign of his
tremendous contribution, he was honored with a
championship ring by his team, even though he
had not been an active member of the team at
the time. Elgin Baylor officially retired from the
NBA during the 1971-72 season. Some of his
records still stand to date, such as the greatest
number of points scored in an NBA Final (61
points in game 5 of the 1962 NBA Finals).
He was selected to the All-NBA First Team 10
times, and to the NBA All-Star team 11 times. He
was inducted into the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame in 197. He has also been
ranked among the Top 50 NBA Players of All Time
by several magazines. Research more about this
great player and share with your babies. Make it
a champion day!

Today, I want to share with you a story of the first
successful Black television variety show, Nat
“King” Cole tried in the ‘50’s but they were not
ready to sponsor his show. Bill Cosby showed that
the 60’s were better to be a co-star in a hour
show. While Black singing groups and others had
summer one show specials even the great
Sammy Davis, Jr. tried in 1966 but in 1970, Clerow
Wilson Jr. from Jersey City, N.J. struck gold. Enjoy!
Remember – “I was number one in the ratings
four times last year and twice this season. What

could be more
damn equal than
that? If they get
any more equal, I
don't want it”. Flip
Wilson
The Flip Wilson
Show was an hourlong variety show
that originally aired
in the U.S. on NBC
from September
17, 1970 to June 27,
1974. The show
starred American
comedian Flip
Wilson; the
program was one
of the first
American television
programs starring a
black person in the
title role to become highly successful with a white
audience. Specifically, it was the first successful
network variety series starring an African
American.[1] During its first two seasons, its
Nielsen ratings made it the nation's second most
watched show.
The show consisted of many skits in a 60-minute
variety format. It also broke new ground in
American television by using a "theatre-in-theround" stage format, with the audience seated
on all sides of a circular performance area (with
some seats located behind the sketch sets on
occasion).
Wilson was most famous for creating the role of
Geraldine Jones, a sassy, modern woman who
had a boyfriend named Killer (who, when not in
prison, was at the pool hall). Flip also created the
role of Reverend Leroy, who was the minister of
the Church of What's Happening Now! New
parishioners were wary of coming to the church
as it was hinted that Reverend Leroy was a con
artist. Wilson popularized the catchphrase "The
Devil made me do it!".
Geraldine Jones was a huge part of The Flip
Wilson Show and was played by Wilson wearing
women's clothing. Some of "Geraldine's" most
famous quotes are, "The Devil made me buy this
dress!", "Don't you touch me, honey, you don't
know me that well! You devil, you!" and "What
you see is what you get!"
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In one episode of the show, "Geraldine" and Bill
Cosby were in a skit called "The Night Nurse" in
which Geraldine and Bill were in a hospital.
Cosby was supposed to be the sick patient and
Geraldine was the nurse. "She" was convinced
that he was there for a swollen ego. It ends with
Geraldine lying in the hospital bed watching her
favorite show, Iron Hips, while Cosby leaves. In
another, she is with Ray Charles and presents him
with a reward from the Ray Charles Fan Club,
which is a kiss on the cheek. Ray asks what he
can do for her, and she says that she has been
rehearsing a song in the shower for the past
week that she wanted to sing with him.
All in all, Geraldine Jones was a favorite of Flip
Wilson Show fans, and a major part of the show
and the years that the show was running.
In addition to the skits, Wilson also signed many
popular singers to provide entertainment.
African-American singers such as Ella Fitzgerald,
James Brown, Louis Armstrong, Lena Horne,
Stevie Wonder, The Jackson 5, Ray Charles,
Aretha Franklin, Gladys Knight & the Pips, The
Pointer Sisters, Charley Pride, Johnny Mathis, The
Temptations, and The Supremes appeared on
the program, as well as many contemporary
white entertainers like Bobby Darin (a frequent
guest on his show), Bing Crosby (two
appearances),[2] Roy Clark, Joan Rivers, The
Osmonds, Johnny Cash, Roger Miller, and Pat
Boone. Usually, the singers also chose to partake
in skits with Wilson.
Wilson's clout allowed him to get both the new
breakout performers (such as The Jackson 5,
Roberta Flack, Sandy Duncan, Lily Tomlin,
George Carlin, Bill Cosby, Richard Pryor, Albert
Brooks, Lola Falana, and Melba Moore, all of
whom became very popular during this period)
as well as established singers. In late 1971, gospel
legend Mahalia Jackson made one of her last
public performances on The Flip Wilson Show.
While The Flip Wilson Show first shared a studio
with other television series, Wilson's massive
popularity allowed for him to get his own set of
soundstages, starting in the fall 1972 season. As
the seasons went on, however, the show's ratings
slipped; ratings across the variety show genre
began a terminal decline in the mid-1970s. This,
coupled with Wilson's repeated demands for
higher raises in his salary, caused the series to go
over its budget and led to its cancellation.

Half-hour versions of the series aired on TV Land
from 1997 to 2006. From 2011 to 2012, the show
aired on TV One. From 2012 to 2016, half-hour
versions of the show aired on the Aspire network.
Research more about blacks on television and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

The story that I
would like to
share with you
today is about a
Black woman
who was a civil
rights leader, a
college
graduate,
educator and a
high school
principal. She
was involved
with the Niagara
movement and
the N.A.A.C.P.
Enjoy her story!
Remember – “The greatness of nations is shown
by their strict regard for human rights, rigid
enforcement of the law without bias, and just
administration of the affairs of life.” -Mary Burnett
Talbert
Today, in our History – September 18, 1866 – Mary
Burnett Talbert was born.
Mary Burnett Talbert, clubwoman and civil rights
leader, was originally born Mary Burnett on
September 18, 1866 in Oberlin, Ohio, to Cornelius
and Caroline Nicholls Burnett. Mary Burnett
graduated from Oberlin High School at the age
of sixteen and in 1886 graduated from Oberlin
College with a literary degree at nineteen.
Shortly afterwards, Burnett accepted a teaching
position at Bethel University in Little Rock,
Arkansas and quickly rose in the segregated
educational bureaucracy of the city.
In 1887, after only a year at Bethel University,
Burnett became the first African American
woman to be selected Assistant Principal of Little
Rock High School. Four years later in 1891,
however, Burnett married William H. Talbert, an
affluent businessman for Buffalo, New York and
resigned her position at Little Rock High School
and moved to her husband’s hometown. One

year later
Mary B. and
William Talbert
gave birth to
their only
child, a
daughter,
Sarah May
Talbert.
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Over the next
thirty years
Mary Talbert
established
herself as an
accomplished
public and
civic leader in
Buffalo. In
1899 she
became one
of the founding members of the Phyllis Wheatley
Club of Colored Women, Buffalo’s first affiliate of
the National Association of Colored Women
(NACW). Six years later in 1905, Mary B. Talbert
secretly hosted black political activists including
W.E.B Du Bois, John Hope and nearly thirty others
around her dining room table for the first meeting
of what would eventually become the Niagara
Movement, a forerunner to the National
Association of Advancement for Colored People
(NAACP). Talbert became one of the first women
to join the NAACP after its founding in 1909. In
1916, Talbert was elected President of the
National Association of Colored Women (NACW)
and the Vice President of the NAACP. In 1917
Talbert became one of a handful of black Red
Cross nurses to serve on the Western Front of
Europe after the United States entered World War
I.
After the war Talbert returned to Europe to
lecture on the importance of women’s rights and
race relations. She also became a dedicated
advocate of the Dyer Anti–Lynching Bill
introduced in 1919 by Missouri Congressman
Leonidas Dyer. In 1921 she became chair of the
NAACP's Anti–Lynching Committee. The next
year, Mary B. Talbert became the first African
American Women to win the NAACP’s Spingarn
Award, the organization's most significant honor
for civil rights activity. Mary Burnett Talbert died in
Buffalo, New York on October 15, 1923 at the
age of 57. Research more about Black women

and civil rights and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

Today I would like to share with you a story that
most people have forgotten or have never been
told. It is about a woman who was born in the
South but gained fame in a lot of places outside
the South as a mathematician. Enjoy!
Remember – “Mathematics is the heart of
everything that we do in life, not to understand it
is like saying I don’t care to know myself” - Etta
Zuber Falconer
Today in our History – September 19, 2002 - Etta
Zuber Falconer died.
Mathematician Etta Zuber Falconer was born on
November 21, 1933, in Tupelo, Mississippi. Her
mother, Zadie L. Montgomery, was a musician,
and her father, Dr. Walter A. Zuber, was a
physician. She graduated from George
Washington Carver High School in 1949. Zuber
was only fifteen years old when she enrolled into
Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. One of her
early instructors was Evelyn Boyd Granville, an
associate professor of mathematics.
Zuber graduated Summa Cum Laude in 1953
with a bachelor’s degree, with a major in
mathematics and minor in chemistry. While at
Fisk, Zuber was a member of the Phi Beta Kappa
academic honors society. At the age of
nineteen, Zuber enrolled into the University of
Wisconsin at Madison, supporting herself with
various jobs. She graduated with her Master’s
Degree in Mathematics in 1954.
Zuber returned to Mississippi in 1955 to teach
math at Okolona Junior College. It was there that
she met Dolan Falconer, and the two married the
same year. They had three children: Dolan
Falconer Jr., Dr. Alice Falconer Wilson, and Dr.
Walter Falconer, and were separated only by the
Dolan’s death in 1990.
During the summer of 1962, Falconer began
attending the National Science Foundation (NSF)
Teacher Training Institute summer program at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign while
beginning her PhD studies at the University of
Illinois. In 1963 she left Okolona College to
accept a teaching position at Howard High
School in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Falconer was
named institute director of NSF in 1964, but her
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time was cut short when her husband was
offered a teaching position at Morris Brown
College, and the family relocated to Atlanta,
Georgia. Falconer began teaching at Spelman
College in 1965 and was awarded an NSF Faculty
Fellowship (1967–1969) that enabled her to teach
part time, while continuing to work on her PhD at
Emory University.
In 1969 Falconer became the eleventh African
American woman to receive a PhD in
mathematics. She specialized in Abstract
Algebra. In 1971 when her husband accepted a
teaching
position in
Virginia,
Falconer
obtained a
position as an
associate
professor of
mathematics
at Norfolk State
College. After
a year, they
returned to
Georgia, and
Falconer
returned to
Spelman College in 1972 where she was named
associate professor of mathematics and
chairperson of the Mathematics Department.
She held those positions until 1985.
Additionally, Falconer chaired the Natural
Sciences Division from 1975 to 1990. She also
became one of the first African American
women in the nation to earn a Master’s Degree
in Computer Science, which she received from
Atlanta University in 1982. While teaching at
Spelman College, Falconer was responsible for
instituting a summer science program for prefreshmen, an annual Spring Science Day, the
NASA Women in Science Program, the NASA
Undergraduate Science Research Program, and
the College Honors Program. She was also
founder of the local chapter of the National
Association of Mathematicians.
Falconer was awarded the UNCF Distinguished
Faculty Award (1986–1987), the Spelman
Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching
(1988), the Spelman Presidential Faculty Award
for Distinguished Service (1994), NAM’s
Distinguished Service Award (1994), the AWM

Louise Hay Award, for outstanding achievements
in mathematics education (1995), QEM’s Giants
in Science Award (1995), and an honorary
doctorate of science from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison (1996). She has also been a
member of countless panels, societies,
organizations, and committees.
Dr. Etta Zuber Falconer died of pancreatic
cancer on September 19, 2002, in Atlanta,
Georgia, at the age of sixty-eight. She is survived
by her three children. Research more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story that is
uplifting but sad at the same time. It is about a
man who enjoyed the “ART” of Chess. I played
the game of chess and was good for many
pickup games with family and friends or strangers
at the park. This father, husband, veteran of the
service and speaker of multiple languages died
doing what he did best while participating in a
chess tournament. Read this great true
adventure of one of the best African American
chess ARTISTS in the world. Enjoy!
Remember - “The beauty of chess is it can be
whatever you want it to be. It transcends
language, age, race, religion, politics, gender
and socioeconomic background. Whatever your
circumstances, anyone can enjoy a good fight
to the death over the chess board.”- Emory A.
Tate, Jr
Today in our History – September 20, 1984: Chess
player and Air Force Sergeant Emory A. Tate, Jr.
won the 25th Annual Armed Forces Chess
Championship Tournament. Remembering Emory Andrew Tate Jr: December 27, 1958 –
October 17, 2015
When one dies, he leaves a lot of sadness in the
hearts of those who knew him and considered
him a friend. This is surely the case for
International Master Emory Tate. But at the same
time, I cannot think of a better way to die than
doing what one truly loves and has done all his
life. IM Emory Tate died while playing chess in a
tournament near San Jose, California. Like a
Viking, fighting and dying on the battlefield, the
Valkyries flew to lift his spirit, and now he is surely
visiting other great chess players from history that
we all keep in our hearts.
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When you see your name next to Emory Tate's on
the pairings chart, adrenaline may rush through
your body as you prepare face a vicious
predator. One of the most feared players in the
U.S., Tate had built a reputation over the years as
a swashbuckling tactician who will try to slash
you to bits as brilliantly as possible… and he didn't
disappoint.
Born on the west side of Chicago, but spending
formative years in Indiana, (USA) Emory Tate Jr.
was taught the game of chess by his father
Emory Sr. Indiana is a fairly active chess state, but
in the early days of stardom, Tate spent a lot of
time in the Chicago area creating a buzz with his
hyperactive play. If one observes closely, it is
easy to get a glimpse of his brilliant mind.
Tate's reputation received a boost while he
served in the Air Force and was 5-time Armed
Forces Champion. His travels have given him the
opportunity to make a foray into European chess.
Of course, Tate has some comfort in these
environments since he is fluent in Russian and has
decent command of other languages.
What is most amazing about Tate was his ability
to analyze complicated variations with amazing
clarity and speed. His post-mortem analysis
sessions often draw huge crowds (some standing
in chairs) to witness his entertaining spectacle.
Tate pepper his vivid commentary with "triple
exclam!" while rattling off a series of moves with a
quickness. During his sessions, the crowds are
spellbound by his amazing ideas, humorous
barbs and incisive color commentary. He has
even received generous applause after his
sessions. Amazing!
Tate had a large collection of GM scalps (80 by
his estimate) and many often wonder why he
never achieved the rank of Grandmaster.
He also reached the 2500-rating barrier after
winning the Eastern Open in December 1996.
Tate qualified for participation in the prestigious
2006 U.S. Championship after a sterling
performance at the 2005 National Chess
Congress. His appearance was a highlyanticipated an will add a new level of
excitement to the field. Tate added another
chapter in his long history of accomplishments by
clinching the International Master title at the 2006
World Open. For many years, Tate's strength at
this level has not been in question and as
mentioned before has scored some fascinating
victories. Hopefully Tatel gained more

opportunities to earn GM norms so he add a final
"triple exclam" to his litany of accomplishments.
Tate has inspired chess players the world over,
but in particular, he is considered by many
players of African descent to be a legendary
figure in the annals of chess history.
Born to Emma Cox Tate and Emory Andrew Tate,
Sr. The five-time Armed Forces champion was a
pioneering black chess master. His legendary
career came to an end on October 17, 2015 as
he collapsed in the middle of a tournament
game. Research more about this amazing piece
of American history and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Today, I would
like to share
with you a story
of a Black
women who
was a great
believer of the
press, who
would go on to
become the
first Black
woman to own
a newspaper.
Enjoy!
Remember - A
newspaper is
the center of a
community, it's
one of the tent
poles of the
community, and that's not going to be replaced
by Web sites and blogs. - Nancy Alene Hicks
Maynard
Today in our History – September 21, 2008 - Nancy
Alene Hicks Maynard dies.
Nancy Alene Hicks Maynard (1 November 1946 –
21 September 2008) was an American publisher,
journalist, former owner of The Oakland Tribune,
and co-founder of the Maynard Institute for
Journalism Education. She was the first African
American female reporter for The New York
Times, and at the time of her death, The Oakland
Tribune was the only metropolitan daily
newspaper to have been owned by African
Americans.
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Maynard was born Nancy Alene Hall in Harlem,
New York City, to jazz bassist Alfred Hall and Eve
Keller, a nurse. Maynard first became interested
in journalism when, after a fire destroyed the
elementary school she once attended, she was
unhappy with the portrayal of her community in
the coverage by the news media. She went on
to attend Long Island University Brooklyn and
graduated with a journalism degree in 1966.
Maynard began her journalism career as a copy
girl and reporter with the New York Post. She was
hired by The New York Times in September 1968,
at the age of 21. Almost immediately, she was
sent to Brooklyn to help cover the Ocean HillBrownsville school decentralization controversy,
which drew accusations of racism and antiSemitism and resulted in a citywide teachers'
strike and the establishment of new school
districts throughout the city. After less than one
year at the Times, Maynard was hired as a fulltime reporter, becoming the first African
American woman to work as a reporter at the
newspaper.
During her first few years at The New York Times,
Maynard covered important race-related stories
such as race riots and Columbia and Cornell
University black student takeovers, as well as
politically significant events like a memorial for
Robert F. Kennedy. She later wrote for the paper's
education and science news departments,
primarily on health-care coverage. In 1973, she
spent a month in China analyzing its medical
system, including stories about the use of
acupuncture in surgical operations. Among her
other story topics were the Medicare system, an
explanation of the arrangement of whiskers on a
lion's face and coverage of Apollo program.
Maynard and her husband Robert C. Maynard
left their jobs and founded the Maynard Institute
for Journalism Education in Oakland, California
where she served as its first president in 1977.
Since its founding, the institute has been credited
with training and preparing hundreds of minority
students for careers in news editing, newsroom
managers, and other careers in journalism.
Maynard served as a member of the board until
2002.
In 1983, Maynard and her husband purchased
The Oakland Tribune, which was in poor financial
shape at the time. The Oakland Tribune became
the first and, at the time of Maynard's death, the
only major metropolitan daily newspaper to be

owned by African Americans. The two served as
co-publishers for almost 10 years together and
were credited with bringing a significant amount
of diversity into the newsroom. After Robert C.
Maynard died in 1993, Maynard sold the paper,
which was experiencing declining revenues, to
ANG Newspapers.
Not long after graduation, Maynard was married
to Daniel D. Hicks, with whom she had her first
child, her son David. After Hicks's death in 1974,
she married Robert C. Maynard in 1975 after they
met at a convention. He already had a
daughter, Dori. As a couple, they had their third
child, Alex.
Maynard, who made her home with partner Jay
T. Harris in Santa Monica, California, died at UCLA
Medical Center in Los Angeles on September 21,
2008 at the age of 61 after an extended illness.
Research more about Black women in the press
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story that
many of you know about but still today as we
buy or footwear do we take in mind of his
Invention? Today’s controversy with Nike
supporting NFL
football player
Colin Kaepernick
and the right to
protest is a far cry
from what he
Invented over a
century ago.
Enjoy!
Remember – “A
shoe is not only a
design, but it's a
part of your body
language, the
way you walk.
The way you're
going to move is
quite dictated by
your shoes” - Jan Ernst Matzeliger.
Today in our History – September 22, 1891 - Jan
Metzeliger of Lynn, MA posthumously received
patent number 459,899 for improvements in the
lasting machine for shoes.
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Jan Ernst Matzeliger was born on September 15,
1852, in Paramaribo, Suriname—known at the
time as Dutch Guiana. Matzeliger's father was a
Dutch engineer, and his mother was Surinamese.
Showing mechanical aptitude at a young age,
Matzeliger began working in machine shops
supervised by his father at the age of 10. At 19,
he left Suriname to see the world as a sailor on an
East Indian merchant ship. In 1873, he settled in
Philadelphia, PA.
After settling in the United States, Matzeliger
worked for several years to learn English. As a
dark-skinned man, his professional options were
limited, and he struggled to make a living in
Philadelphia. In 1877, Matzeliger moved to Lynn,
Massachusetts, to seek work in the town's rapidly
growing shoe industry. He found a position as an
apprentice in a shoe factory. Matzeliger learned
the cordwaining trade, which involved crafting
shoes almost entirely by hand.
Cordwainers made molds of customers' feet,
called "lasts," with wood or stone. The shoeswere
then sized and shaped according to the molds.
The process of shaping and attaching the body
of the shoe to its sole was done entirely by hand
with "hand lasters." This was considered the most
difficult and time-consuming stage of assembly.
Since the final step in the process was
mechanized, the lack of mechanization of the
penultimate stage, the lasting, created a
significant bottleneck.
Matzeliger set out to find a solution to the
problems he discerned in the shoemaking
process. He thought there had to be a way to
develop an automatic method for lasting shoes.
He began coming up with designs for machines
that could do the job. After experimenting with
several models, he applied for a patent on a
"lasting machine."
On March 20, 1883, Matzeliger received patent
number 274,207 for his machine. The mechanism
held a shoe on a last, pulled the leather down
around the heel, set and drove in the nails, and
then discharged the completed shoe. It had the
capacity to produce 700 pairs of shoes a day—
more than 10 times the amount typically
produced by human hands.
Matzeliger's lasting machine was an immediate
success. In 1889, the Consolidated Lasting
Machine Company was formed to manufacture
the devices, with Matzelinger receiving a large
amount of stock in the organization. After

Matzeliger's death, the United Shoe Machinery
Company acquired his patent.
Matzeliger's shoe lasting machine increased shoe
production tremendously. The result was the
employment of more unskilled workers and the
proliferation of low-cost, high-quality footwear for
people around the world. Unfortunately,
Matzeliger was able to enjoy his success for only
a short time. He contracted tuberculosis in 1886
and died on August 24, 1889, at the age of 37, in
Lynn. In 1991, the United States government
issued a "Black Heritage" postage stamp.
Research more about black Inventors and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today, I will
share with you
as much as I
know for at
times in our
history, we can
only go so far. It
would have
been easier to
find another
person for
today but this
history should
be known also.
Make It A
Champion
Day!
Remember - "A
people without
the knowledge
of their past
history, origin
and culture is
like a tree
without roots." - Marcus Garvey
Today in our History - September 23, 1884 - Judy
W. Reed received Patent No. 305,474 for her
invention.

Judy W.
Reed
was an
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American alive during the 1880s, whose only
record is known from a US patent. Reed, from
Washington, D.C., is considered the first African
American woman to receive a US patent. Patent
No. 305,474 for a "Dough Kneader and Roller"
was granted September 23, 1884. The patent was
for an improved design of existing rollers with
dough mixing more evenly while being kept
covered and protected. It is unknown if she was
able to read, write, or even sign her name, as her
patent is sighed with an "X".
Reed may not have been able to read, write or
sign her name,
It should be remembered that during the time of
slavery, it was unlawful for slaves to be taught to
read and write. Any slaves found reading, writing
or teaching others, would be harshly punished or
killed.
Since women sometimes used their first and/or
middle initials when signing documents, often to
disguise their gender, and patent applications
didn’t require the applicant to indicate his or her
race, it is unknown if there are earlier African
American women inventors before Reed.
Besides the patent registration, there are no other
records of Reed or her life. There is a possibility
that an earlier African American woman
received patent rights; however, since there was
no requirement to indicate race, and women
often used only their initials to hide their gender, it
is unknown. It is also of significance that during
the time period, it was illegal for any slaves to be
literate, and those found reading, writing or
teaching others could be punished severely or
killed.
Additionally, the first African American woman to
sign her patent with her own signature (as

opposed to making her mark) was Sarah E.
Goode of Chicago. Her patent, 322,177, granted
on July 14, 1885, was for a Cabinet-bed, " that
class of sectional bedsteads adapted to be
folded together when -not in use, so as to
occupy less space, and made generally to
resemble some article of furniture when so
folded." Research more about Black Woman
Inventors and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story that is
always close to my heart because I was part of
the Supreme Court decision of “Brown v Board”.
In 1957 I was ready to go to an elementary
school that had black teachers for black
students (segregation) but with this new law we
can now go to a new elementary school in East
Trenton called Woodrow Wilson. I hated the
school and the teachers who seemed not to
want to be there and during lunch many
frequented the bar at the end of the corner and
took it out on us during the classes in the
afternoon. I was told repeatedly that I would not
amount to nothing Not knowing that it was part
of a national crises at the time and in Arkansas it
was no different. Remember and never forget!
Remember – “We conclude that, in the field of
public education, the doctrine of "separate but
equal" has no place. Separate educational
facilities are inherently unequal." - Chief Justice
Earl Warren – U.S. Supreme Court
Today in Our History – September 24, 1957 - The
Little Rock Nine was a group of nine African
American students enrolled in Little Rock Central
High School in 1957.
Their enrollment was followed by the Little Rock
Crisis, in which the students were initially
prevented from entering the racially segregated
school by Orval Faubus, the Governor of
Arkansas. They then attended after the
intervention of President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
The U.S. Supreme Court issued its historic Brown v.
Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, 347 U.S.
483, on May 17, 1954. Tied to the 14th
Amendment, the decision declared all laws
establishing segregated schools to be
unconstitutional, and it called for the
desegregation of all schools throughout the
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nation. After the decision, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) attempted to register black
students in previously all-white schools in cities
throughout the South. In Little Rock, the capital
city of Arkansas, the school boardagreed to
comply with the high court's ruling. Virgil Blossom,
the Superintendent of Schools, submitted a plan
of gradual integration to the school board on
May 24, 1955, which the board unanimously
approved. The plan would be implemented
during the fall of the 1957 school year, which
would begin in September 1957.
By 1957, the NAACP had registered nine black
students to attend the previously all-white Little
Rock Central High, selected on the criteria of
excellent grades and attendance. Called the
"Little Rock Nine", they were Ernest Green (b.
1941), Elizabeth Eckford (b. 1941), Jefferson
Thomas (1942–2010), Terrence Roberts (b. 1941),
Carlotta Walls LaNier (b. 1942), Minnijean Brown
(b. 1941), Gloria Ray Karlmark (b. 1942), Thelma
Mothershed (b. 1940), and Melba Pattillo Beals
(b. 1941). Ernest Green was the first African
American to graduate from Central High School.
By the end of September 1957, the nine were
admitted to Little Rock Central High under the
protection of the 101st Airborne Division (and
later the Arkansas National Guard), but they
were still subjected to a year of physical and
verbal abuse (being spat on and called names)
by many of the white students. Melba Pattillo
had acid thrown into her eyes and also recalled
in her book, Warriors Don't Cry, an incident in
which a group of white girls trapped her in a stall
in the girls' washroom and attempted to burn her
by dropping pieces of flaming paper on her from
above. Another one of the students, Minnijean
Brown, was verbally confronted and abused. She
said.
I was one of the kids 'approved' by the school
officials. We were told we would have to take a
lot and were warned not to fight back if anything
happened. One girl ran up to me and said, 'I'm
so glad you're here. Won't you go to lunch with
me today?' I never saw her again.
Minnijean Brown was also taunted by members
of a group of white male students in December
1957 in the school cafeteria during lunch. She
dropped her lunch, a bowl of chili, onto the boys
and was suspended for six days. Two months
later, after more confrontation, Brown was

suspended for the rest of the school year. She
transferred to New Lincoln High School in New
York City. As depicted in the 1981 made-for-TV
docudrama Crisis at Central High, and as
mentioned by Melba Pattillo Beals in Warriors
Don't Cry, white students were punished only
when their offense was "both egregious and
witnessed by an adult". The drama was based on
a book by Elizabeth Huckaby, a vice-principal
during the crisis. Research more about this and
other Civil Rights issues and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

308
and what she describes as their ability to
produce and perpetuate systems of oppression
and class domination. She has published over 30
books and numerous scholarly articles, appeared
in documentary films, and participated in public
lectures. She has addressed race, class, and
gender in education, art, history, sexuality, mass
media, and feminism.
In 2014, she founded the bell hooks Institute at
Berea College in Berea, Kentucky. Hooks was
born in Hopkinsville, a small, segregated town in
Kentucky, to a working-class family. Her father,
Veodis Watkins, was a custodian and her mother,
Rosa Bell Watkins, was a homemaker. She had
five sisters and one brother.
An avid reader, she was educated in racially
segregated public schools, and wrote of great
adversities when making the transition to an
integrated school, where teachers and students
were predominantly white. She later graduated
from Hopkinsville High School in Hopkinsville,
Kentucky. She obtained her BA in English from
Stanford University in 1973, and her MA in English
from the University of Wisconsin–Madison in 1976.

This morning I would like to share with you a story
that I first learned about when I was in Wisconsin
attending college, then in 2014 while working
with a client in Lexington, KY. I heard about more
of her works while visiting Berea, KY. Her words
were never weak and she has a strong
unforgiving writing style that you either like or
hate. No matter what she will always be
remembered for her publication of “Ain’t I a
woman”. If you are still not clear of whom I am
talking about read her story. Enjoy!
Remember - “The greatest movement for social
justice our country has ever known is the civil
rights movement and it was totally rooted in a
love ethic”. Bell Hook
Today in our History – September 25, 1952 - Gloria
Jean Watkins, better known by her pen name
bell hooks, was born. She is 66 years old today.
She is an American author, feminist, and social
activist. The name "bell hooks" is derived from
that of her maternal great-grandmother, Bell Blair
Hooks.
The focus of hooks' writing has been the
intersectionality of race, capitalism, and gender,

In 1983, after several years of teaching and
writing, she completed her doctorate in literature
at the University of California, Santa Cruz, with a
dissertation on author Toni Morrison. Hooks'
teaching career began in 1976 as an English
professor and senior lecturer in Ethnic Studies at
the University of Southern California. During her
three years there, Golemics, a Los Angeles
publisher, released her first published work, a
chapbook of poems titled "And There We Wept"
(1978), written under her pen name, "bell hooks".
She adopted her maternal great-grandmother's
name as a pen name because her greatgrandmother "was known for her snappy and
bold tongue, which [she] greatly admired". She
put the name in lowercase letters "to distinguish
[herself from] her great-grandmother." She said
that her unconventional lowercasing of her
name signifies what is most important is her works:
the "substance of books, not who I am."
She taught at several post-secondary institutions
in the early 1980s and 1990s, including the
University of California, Santa Cruz, San Francisco
State University, Yale, Oberlin College and City
College of New York. South End Press published
her first major work, Ain't I a Woman?: Black
Women and Feminism in 1981, though it was
written years earlier, while she was an

undergraduate student. In the decades since its
publication, Ain't I a Woman? has gained
widespread recognition as an influential
contribution to feminist thought.
Ain't I a woman? examines several recurring
themes in her later work: the historical impact of
sexism and racism on black women, devaluation
of black womanhood, media roles and portrayal,
the education system, the idea of a whitesupremacist-capitalist-patriarchy, the
marginalization of black women, and the
disregard for issues of race and class within
feminism. Since the publication of Ain't I a
Woman?, she has become eminent as a leftist
and postmodern political thinker and cultural
critic. She targets and appeals to a broad
audience by presenting her work in a variety of
media using various writing and speaking styles.
As well as having written books, she has
published in numerous scholarly and mainstream
magazines, lectures at widely accessible venues,
and appears in various documentaries.
She is frequently cited by feminists as having
provided the best solution to the difficulty of
defining something as diverse as "feminism",
addressing the problem that if feminism can
mean everything, it means nothing. She asserts
an answer to the question "what is feminism?"
that she says is "rooted in neither fear nor
fantasy... 'Feminism is a movement to end sexism,
sexist exploitation and oppression'".
She has published more than 30 books, ranging in
topics from black men, patriarchy, and
masculinity to self-help, engaged pedagogy to
personal memoirs, and sexuality (in regards to
feminism and politics of aesthetic/visual culture).
A prevalent theme in her most recent writing is
the community and communion, the ability of
loving communities to overcome race, class, and
gender inequalities. In three conventional books
and four children's books, she suggests that
communication and literacy (the ability to read,
write, and think critically) are crucial to
developing healthy communities and
relationships that are not marred by race, class,
or gender inequalities.
She has held positions as Professor of African
American Studies and English at Yale University,
Associate Professor of Women's Studies and
American Literature at Oberlin College in Oberlin,
Ohio, and as Distinguished Lecturer of English
Literature at the City College of New York.
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In 2002, hooks gave a commencement speech
at Southwestern University. Eschewing the
congratulatory mode of traditional
commencement speeches, she spoke against
what she saw as government-sanctioned
violence and oppression, and admonished
students who she believed went along with such
practices. This was followed by a controversy
described in the Austin Chronicle after an "irate
Arizonian" had criticized the speech in a letter to
the editor. The newspaper reported that many in
the audience booed the speech, though
"several graduates passed over the provost to
shake her hand or give her a hug".
In 2004, she joined Berea College in Berea,
Kentucky, as Distinguished Professor in
Residence,[18] where she participated in a
weekly feminist discussion group, "Monday Night
Feminism"; a luncheon lecture series, "Peanut
Butter and Gender"; and a seminar, "Building
Beloved Community: The Practice of Impartial
Love".
Her 2008 book, belonging: a culture of place,
includes a candid interview with author Wendell
Berry as well as a discussion of her move back to
Kentucky.
She has undertaken three scholar-in-residences
at The New School. Mostly recently she did one
for a week in October 2014. She engaged in
public dialogues with Gloria Steinem, Laverne
Cox, and Cornel West. Research more about
Black woman authors and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
_____________________________________________

Today’s story in our history is a story of pure
greatness during his time. He was an was a
pioneer researcher and inventor in the field of
electrogasdynamics. He also made the U.S.
Summer Games in 1952 held in Helsinki, Finland
and won a silver medal. His academic curriculum
centered on Engineering Physics. I first was first
introduced to him when I participated in the
Centennial Summer Olympics Games held in
Atlanta back in 1996. Enjoy!
Remember - My father always told me - “If you
don’t want to be a laborer all your life, stay in
school.” Dr. Meredith C. Gourdine
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Gourdine was so heralded that he was chosen to
represent the United States at the 1952 Summer
Olympic Games in Helsinki, Finland. He received
a silver medal in the long jump competition,
losing to fellow American Jerome Biffle by one
and a half inches. “I Would have rather lost by a
foot,” he would later say. “I still have nightmares
about it.”
After graduating from Cornell with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Engineering Physics in 1953, he entered
the United States Navy as an officer. He soon
returned to academia, entering the California
Institute of Technology, the recipient of a
Guggenheim Fellowship. He received a Ph.D. in
Engineering Science in 1960.

Today in our History – September 26, 1929 Meredith C. Gourdine was born.
Meredith Charles “Flash” Gourdine was born in
Newark, New Jersey. His father worked as a
painter and janitor and instilled within his son the
importance of a strong work ethic. Meredith
attended Brooklyn Technical High School and
after classes he helped his father on various jobs,
often working eight-hour days. However, his
father believed that education was more
important than just developing into a hard
worker and he told him “If you don’t want to be
a laborer all your life, stay in school.” Meredith
minded his father’s advice, excelling in
academics.
He was also an excellent athlete, competing in
track and field and swimming during his senior
year. He did well enough in swimming to be
offered a scholarship to the University of
Michigan, but he turned it down to enter Cornell
University. He paid his way through Cornell for his
first two years before receiving a track and field
scholarship after his sophomore year. He
competed in sprints, hurdles and the long jump.
Standing 6′ and weighing 175 lbs., he starred for
his school, winning four titles at the Intercollegiate
Association of Amateur Athletes of America
championship and led Cornell to a second place
finish at the 1952 NCAA Track and Field
Championship (The University of Southern
California won the meet but boasted 36 athletes
while Cornell had only five c).

During his time at Cal. Tech., he served on the
Technical Staff of the Ramo-Woolridge
Corporation and then as a Senior Research
Scientist at the Cal. Tech. Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. After graduation, he became a Lab
Director for the Plasmodyne Corporation until
1962 when he joined the Curtiss-Wright
Corporation, serving as Chief Scientist.
In 1964, Gourdine borrowed $200,000.00 from
family and friends and opened Gourdine
Laboratories, a research laboratory located in
Livingston, New Jersey and at its height he
employed 150 people. In 1973, he founded and
served as CEO for Energy Innovation, Inc. in
Houston, Texas which produced direct-energy
conversion devices (converting low-grade coal
into inexpensive, transportable and high-voltage
electrical energy).
Meredith Gourdine started his qwn company’s
performed research and development,
specifically in the fields of electrogasdynamics.
Electrogasdynamics refers to the generation of
energy from the motion of ionized (electrically
charged) gas molecules under high pressure. His
biggest creation was the Incineraid system,
which was used to disperse smoke from burning
buildings and could be used to disperse fog on
airport runways. The Incineraid system worked by
negatively charging smoke or fog, causing the
airborne particles within to be electro
magnetically charged and then to fall to the
ground. The result was clean air and a clear
area. He also received patents for the Focus Flow
Heat Sink, which was used to cool computer
chips as well as for processes for desalinating sea
water, for developing acoustic imaging, and for
a high-powered industrial paint spray.

Over his career Gourdine held over 30 patents
and many of his creations serve as the basis for
allergen-filtration devices common to households
across the world. He was inducted into the
Engineering and Science Hall of Fame in 1994.
Towards his latter years, he suffered from
diabetes, and lost his sight as well as one leg due
to the disease.
Meredith Gourdine died on November 20, 1998,
due to complications from multiples strokes. He
left behind a legacy of research, design and
innovation that will continue to have an impact
for many years. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story of a
fellow radio personality because we worked at
the same radio station WVON but not at the
same time. He is from Chicago, Il. and was set on
a mission of expanding his empire in order for the
world to see. His T.V. show was awarded one of
the best shows to air and watch on television with
the honor of being the longest running show
beating Gunsmoke. Enjoy!
Remember " Peace, Love and Soul" - Don
Cornelius
Today in our History - September 27, 1936 - Don
Cornelius was born.
American television icon Don Cornelius created
and hosted Soul Train, which spent more than 30
years on the air.
He started out in the insurance business before
going to broadcasting school in 1966. He worked
as a substitute radio DJ and on TV's A Black's
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View of the News before pitching his idea for a
music television program aimed at young African
Americans. Soul Train, inspired by American
Bandstand, quickly became popular, and spent
more than 30 years on the air.
A natural salesman, Cornelius started out in the
insurance business in the 1950s. He went to
broadcasting school in 1966, looking to break
into the field. To realize his dream, he worked as
a substitute DJ, filling in for other on-air
personalities, and in the news department of
WVON radio in Chicago.
Switching to television, Cornelius became a
sports anchor and the host of A Black’s View of
the News on WCIU in 1968. He got to know the
station owners and pitched them his idea for a
music television program. Using $400 of his own
money, Cornelius created a pilot for Soul Train,
which was named after a promotional event he
put together in 1969. Inspired by American
Bandstand, the show featured teenagers
dancing to the latest soul and R&B music as well
as a performance by a musical guest. “Almost all
of what I learned about mounting and hosting a
dance show I learned from Dick Clark,” Cornelius
later told Advertising Age.
Premiering on August 17, 1970, Soul Train quickly
became popular. It aired on Saturday mornings,
attracting a lot of children and teenagers off
from school. An early supporter, businessman
George Johnson of the Johnson Products
Company, helped Cornelius make Soul Train a
national television program. It was syndicated in
1971, but it was initially difficult getting stations
sign up for the show. In addition to Chicago,
stations in Atlanta, Cleveland, Detroit, Houston,
Los Angeles, Philadelphia and San Francisco
were among the first to air Soul Train.
With his deep voice and distinguished good
looks, Cornelius was the ideal host. Over the
years, he presented many famous performers to
his television audience, including Gladys Knight,
Smokey Robinson, Lou Rawls and Aretha Franklin,
among others. The show was not always wedded
to its soul and R&B focus. Rock acts, such as
David Bowie, Robert Palmer, and Duran Duran,
also made appearances on the show from time
to time as did jazz and reggae stars.
In 1987, Cornelius started the Soul Train Music
Awards. Dione Warwick and Luther Vandross
served as hosts of the first ceremony, which

honored Stevie Wonder with the Heritage Award
for outstanding career achievements.
Wintney Houston, LL Cool J, and Run DMC were
among the night’s performers. Over the years,
other music stars appeared on the show,
including Michael Jackson, Patti LaBelle, Usher
and Ciara, and more awards were added.
When American Bandstand went off the air in
1989, Soul Train was still going strong. But
Cornelius continuously looked for ways to freshen
up the show. In 1993, he gave up his duties as
host and brought in guest hosts. “I had come to
believe . . . that the era of the well-spoken, welldressed Dick Clark, Don Cornelius-type in a suit
and a tie was over ... I am just convinced that
people want to see people on TV who are more
like themselves,” he explained to The New York
Times.
In 1995, Cornelius launched the Lady of Soul
Awards.
The first honorees were Debbie Allen, who
received the Lena Horne Award for outstanding
career achievements in the field of
entertainment, and Salt-N-Pepa, who received
the Aretha Franklin Award. Queen Latifah, Mary
J. Blige, and Brandy performed during that first
ceremony. Later on, both Brandy and Queen
Latifah won the Aretha Franklin Award.
Getting performers for the show, however, was
sometimes a challenge for Cornelius. In 2001, he
complained about MTV’s booking practices for
its own award shows, which call for acts not to
appear on competing programs within 30 days
of the event. “It’s anti-competitive behavior that
needs to be addressed at the Federal Trade
Commission level,” he told the Los Angeles Times.
He thought the tactic was especially egregious
because of the cable music channel’s early
history of not showing videos by African
American artists.
By 2005, Soul Train was being seen in 105 cities,
reaching an estimated 85 percent of black
households, according to the show’s website.
Unfortunately, recent events have put the show’s
future in question. In December 2007, the
program lost its distributor when Tribune
Entertainment closed that division in its company.
After the end of Sould Train, Cornelius told the Los
Angeles Times that he was in discussions to
create a movie based on the famous franchise.
"It wouldn't be the Soul Train dance show, it
would be more of a biographical look at the
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project," he said. "It's going to be about some of
the things that really happened on the show."
But life took a dark turn for Cornelius in 2008,
when he was arrested and charged with spousal
battery, dissuading a witness from making a
police report, and assault with a deadly weapon.
He pled no contest to misdemeanor domestic
violence, and was sentenced to three years
probation. The incident led to a bitter divorce
battle between Cornelius and wife, Viktoria, in
2009. During their feuding, which lasted for over a
year, Cornelius was also suffering from multiple
health issues, including a stroke and several
undisclosed ailments that required brain surgery.
The legal proceedings took an emotional toll on
Cornelius, who made the statement within his
divorce documentation that, "I am 72 years old. I
have significant health issues. I want to finalize
this divorce before I die." In 2010, Cornelius was
granted his divorce. But the savvy businessman
never quite recovered from the turmoil. On
February 1, 2012, at approximately 4 AM, police
officials discovered Cornelius' body at his
California home. He had suffered a gunshot
wound to the head that officials later stated was
self-inflicted. He was taken to the hospital, where
he was pronounced dead later that morning.
Research more about the great American and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

OCTOBER
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receive her diploma until several years later.
Powell began her new career in 1923 at the New
York Public Library, continuing there for four
years.
Upon taking and passing the New York high
school librarian exam, she was appointed
librarian at the Seward High School in Brooklyn,
remaining there until 1931. That same year she
married her fiancé and moved to Jefferson City,
MO, where her husband was president and she
was called the “First Lady” of Lincoln University.
The couple moved back east in 1938. Florence
resumed her career, and Charles became
chairman of the English department at Virginia
Union University in Richmond.
Today I want to share with you a story of a Black
woman who was the first woman to be
accepted into the Carnegie Library School,
being the first black person admitted into the
program. She went to college and afterwards
since she loved children she was exposed to
Library science. Enjoy!

She was also librarian at Cardoza High School in
Washington, D.C., until 1945. After an illness, she
continued at Maggie L. Walker Senior High
School. Florence Powell was widowed in 1974,
and in 1991 she died in Richmond, VA Research
more about this great American and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Remember - “Visiting Florence was like attending
a surprise party every day.” - Jennifer Coburn,
author
Today in our History - October 1, 1897 - Virginia
Proctor Florence was born on this date.. She was
an African American educator and the first Black
woman to receive professional training in library
science in the United States.
Born in Wilkinsburg, PA, Florence Virginia Proctor
Florence Powell received her early education in
local public schools. After both her parents died,
Powell moved to Pittsburgh to live with her aunt.
In 1915, she graduated from Fifth Avenue High
School. She also received her Bachelor’s degree
in English from Oberlin College in 1919. Her first
job was in St. Paul, MN, with the YWCA’s Colored
girls’ section as a secretary. After a year, she
returned to Pittsburgh to work in her aunt’s
beauty parlor. Her aspirations for employment in
the Pittsburgh school system were discouraged
because of racism but her fiancé, Charles,
aware of her love of children and literature,
introduced Powell to the idea of a career in
library science.
After applying to the Carnegie Library School,
she was admitted in 1922, and completed the
course of study within one year. Unfortunately,
because school officials were uncertain about
placing the first Black graduate, Powell did not

Our story for
today is of a
Black man
who was well
known on
the west cost
for his
tenacity at
his
profession.
Some liked
him and
some hated
him but no
matter what
he worked in
a style that
was clearly
his own. The world got a chance to see him at
work and when it was over no one could say that
he was not great at what he did. He left us too
soon but his name still lives on because of the
younger ones in his profession who are carrying
on his work in the flamboyant style that was his
alone. Enjoy!

Remember “If it doesn’t fit, you must acquit” –
Attorney Johnnie L. Cochran
Today in our History – October 2, 1937 - Johnnie L.
Cochran was born in Shreveport, Louisiana,
Johnnie Cochran eventually established himself
as a sought-after attorney dealing with highprofile police brutality cases involving the African
American community. He attracted famous
clients like Michael Jackson and led O. J.
Simpson's defense team in the 1995 murder trial.
Amidst much debate over the case, Cochran
entered the national spotlight and became a
celebrity himself, making screen appearances
and writing his memoirs. He died on March 29,
2005.
The son of Hattie and Johnnie L. Cochran Sr. The
family moved to California in 1943, where the
younger Cochran eventually excelled as a
student in what was becoming a more racially
integrated environment. In 1959, he received his
bachelor's degree from the University of
California, Los Angeles, and later attended
Loyola Marymount University Law School,
graduating in 1962. Upon passing the bar,
Cochran worked as a deputy criminal prosecutor
in Los Angeles. By mid-decade, he’d entered
private practice with Gerald Lenoir and soon
launched a firm of his own—Cochran, Atkins &
Evans.
Around this time, Cochran began to build a
reputation for taking on cases involving
questionable police actions against African
Americans. In 1966, a black motorist named
Leonard Deadwyler, while attempting to get his
pregnant wife to a hospital, was killed by police
officer Jerold Bova. Cochran filed a civil suit on
behalf of Deadwyler's family; though he lost, the
attorney was nonetheless inspired to take on
police abuse cases over the ensuing years.
During the early 1980s, he oversaw a settlement
for the family of African American football player
Ron Settles, who died in a police cell under
questionable circumstances. The following
decade, Cochran won a huge, unprecedented
court payment for a 13-year-old molested by an
officer.
In the early 1970s, Cochran also went to court in
defense of Geronimo Pratt, a former Black
Panther accused of murder. Pratt was convicted
and imprisoned, while Cochran maintained that
the activist was railroaded by authorities, pushing
for a retrial. (The conviction was eventually
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overturned after more than two decades. Pratt
was released, with Cochran also overseeing a
wrongful imprisonment suit.) In 1978, Cochran
once again became part of the city’s legal force
when he joined the Los Angeles County district
attorney's office, although he eventually returned
to private practice.
Over the years, Cochran's roster included famous
entertainers like actor Todd Bridges, who was
charged with attempted murder, and pop icon
Michael Jackson, with Cochran arranging an
out-of-court settlement for the singer in relation to
child molestation charges.
In 1994, Cochran joined Alan Dershowitz, F. Lee
Bailey, Robert Shapiro, Barry Scheck and Robert
Kardashian to form the core of the so-called
“dream team” of lawyers hired to defend
athlete/actor O.J. Simpson in his trial for the
murders of his wife Nicole Brown Simpson and her
friend Ron Goldman. The “trial of the century,” as
it was dubbed, began in January 1995 and was
among the most publicized in history, followed by
millions around the world.
Cochran, displaying his trademark style, came to
lead the team,
with some conflict
rising among the
attorneys amidst
sensational
proceedings.
Upon Simpson
trying on
bloodied gloves
that prosecutors
alleged were
used during the
murder, Cochran
came up with a
phrase that would
become famous:
“If it doesn’t fit,
you must acquit.” Under the auspices of Bailey,
who had a private investigator background, the
team also discovered that detective Mark
Fuhrman had made racist, highly incendiary
remarks about African American citizens.
Cochran thus made controversial closing
statements in which he compared the
detective’s philosophy to that of Nazi dictator
Adolf Hitler.
Simpson was found not guilty in his murder trial,
yet nonetheless faced civil litigation, with millions

in damages awarded to the Brown and
Goldman families.
Because of widespread coverage of the Simpson
trial, Cochran entered the superstar realm of
celebrity, reportedly receiving a $2.5 million
advance to write his memoirs.
Yet more controversy followed the lawyer when
items from his personal life were publicly
revealed. His first wife, Barbara Cochran Berry,
wrote her own memoir—Life After Johnnie
Cochran: Why I Left the Sweetest Talking, Most
Successful Black Lawyer in L.A.—accusing her exhusband of cruel behaviors that included
physical and emotional abuse. Cochran's
longtime mistress, Patricia Sikora, also spoke out
against the attorney.
Cochran penned the books Journey to Justice
(1996) and A Lawyer's Life (2002). He appeared
on Court TV’s Inside America’s Courts and was
also featured on a number of TV programs,
including Jimmy Kimmel Live, The Chris Rock
Show and The Roseanne Show as well as the
Spike Lee film Bamboozled (2000). Cochran
continued to take on new cases into the new
millennium, ranging from work for clients like
Abner Louima, who was tortured while in New
York City police custody and rapper/music
mogul Sean "Puffy" Combs, to an anti-trust
litigation issued against racing giant NASCAR.
In 2004, Cochran’s associates revealed that he
was suffering from an undisclosed illness. He died
from a brain tumor on March 29, 2005, at the age
of 67. Research more about this great American
lawyer and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

As the last quarter of the year 2018 is upon us, I
would like to thank all of the readers who have
come to this history page on a daily basis. Many
of the stories you have never known about and
some were just a reminder of something you
knew but just forgotten and some to reinforce
what you already know and maybe shared with
your friends and families. Today’s story is no
different a look at, a math wizard who earned a
PHD in mathematics and ta. ught at some of the
best colleges in America. He walked in circles
that other blacks would not go and he
demanded respect everywhere he went and
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would always say “ Black is beautiful” long before
it became a standard in the ‘50’s and ‘60’s.
Enjoy!
Remember - “One of the noblest men I’ve ever
known.”- Leo Zippin- former president of the
American Mathematical Society
Today in our History – October 3, 1881 - Dudley
Weldon Woodard was born
Dudley Woodard was a gifted teacher in
mathematics. Always the scholar, Weldon
earned numerous degrees and was the second
African American to receive a PHD in
mathematics. Woodard taught as such
prestigious schools as the Tuskegee Institute,
Howard University, and the University of Chicago.
He attained he PHD from Penn in 1928. Dudley
Woodard devoted his entire professional life to
the promotion of excellence in mathematics
through the advancement of his students,
teaching and research.
Dudley Weldon Woodard was born October 3,
1881, in Galveston, Texas, where his father
worked for the U. S. Postal Service. Woodard was
a smart child whose curiosity was supported by
his family. After finishing his primary education in
his home state, Woodard attended Wilberforce
College in Ohio, receiving a bachelor degree in
mathematics in 1903, and an M. S. degree in
mathematics at the University of Chicago in 1907.
From 1907 to 1914, Woodard taught
mathematics at Tuskegee Institute and then
moved to join the Wilberforce faculty from 19141920.
When Dudley Woodard enrolled in the Graduate
School at Penn in 1927, he had already
accumulated a remarkable set of achievements.
He had published his University of Chicago
master's thesis in mathematics, "Loci Connected
with the Problem of Two Bodies" and had been
teaching mathematics at the collegiate level for
two decades, the last seven at Howard
University, then the most prestigious African
American university in the country. At Howard, he
also held the post of Dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences.
In the early 1920s Dudley Woodard began taking
advanced mathematics courses in the summer
sessions at Columbia University. It then became
clear that he was among the gifted
mathematicians in the nation. Columbia's loss
was Penn's gain when in 1927 Woodard took

scholarly leave from Howard and spent a year at
Penn, working under the direction of John R.
Kline, one of the best and brightest of Penn's
mathematics faculty. On Wednesday, June 28,
1928, Woodard became the 38th person to
receive a Ph.D. in Mathematics from Penn. More
significantly, Woodard was only the second
African American in the nation to receive that
degree.
Deane Montgomery, former president of the
American Mathematical Society and the
International Mathematical Union, described
Woodard as, "an extremely nice man, wellbalanced personally." Leo Zippin, who was an
internationally known specialist in Woodard's
field, said that he was "one of the noblest men
I've ever known.
Dr. Woodard was not only a brilliant
mathematician, but a man of dignity; he
enjoyed life in spite of his racial environment. He
used the phrase "Black is beautiful" in the 1930s;
he often ignored the "colored" signs and visited
any men's restroom of his choice. He also ate at
many "nice" restaurants and enjoyed the theaters
of his choice in New York. He and his family once
moved into what had been an all-white
neighborhood because it was aesthetically nice
and it was near Howard.
When he retired in 1947 as chairman of the
department, he had led Howard's mathematics
faculty through a quarter century of steady
advancement. In an age of discrimination,
Dudley Weldon Woodard had competed and
triumphed in the face of overwhelming odds.
Penn is proud to claim him among its most
distinguished alumni. Dudley Weldon Woodard
died July 1, 1965 in his home in Cleveland Ohio.
Research more about this great American and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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Today’s lesson
in our quest to
find as many
unsung Black
history makers,
was an U.S.
Ambassador,
Peace Corp
worker,
special envoy
to Senegal
where I was
married. He
comes from a
musical family
background.
Worked at a HBCU and authored a book. Let’s
learn more about him. Enjoy!
Remember –I have always viewed my role as a
sort of ambassador or bridge between groups to
help provide a dialog. - Will Mercer Cook
Today in our History – October 4 ,1987 - Will
Mercer Cook died of pneumonia at the age of
84 in a Washington, D.C. hospital.
Will Mercer Cook served as the United States
ambassador to the Republic of Niger from 1961
to 1964. Cook directed U.S. economic, social,
and cultural programs in Niger, which included
the Peace Corps. During the mid-1960s he also
became the special envoy to Gambia and
Senegal. Will Mercer Cook was born on March
30, 1903, in Washington, D.C., to Will Marion
Cook, a composer and Abbie Mitchell Cook, an
actress and classical singer. Cook had one
sibling, Abigail, an older sister. During his
childhood, he frequently traveled with his family
as they performed at various venues throughout
the United States and abroad. Jazz superstar
Duke Ellington lived on the same block in Cook’s
middle-class Washington, D.C. neighborhood.
Cook attended Washington, D.C. public schools
and graduated from the historic Paul Laurence
Dunbar High School in the city. In 1925 he earned
his bachelor’s degree in French language and
literature from Amherst College in Massachusetts
and a teacher's diploma the following year from
the University of Paris in France. In 1929 Cook
married Vashti Smith and they had two sons,
Mercer and Jacques. Cook earned a master's
degree in French language and literature in 1931

from Brown University in Rhode Island and a
doctorate from the same institution in 1936.
While still a graduate student, Cook was hired as
an assistant professor of romance languages for
one year at Howard University in Washington,
D.C. After he earned his doctorate, Cook joined
the foreign language faculty of Atlanta University
in Atlanta, Georgia where he taught French until
1943.
During his career at Atlanta University, Cook
received the prestigious Rosenwald Fellowship to
conduct research abroad in Paris and the French
West Indies. In 1943 Cook also became a
professor at the University of Haiti. While in Haiti
he authored the Handbook for Haitian Teachers
of English and other studies related to the Haitian
experience.
Cook completed his tenure in Haiti in 1943 and
moved that same year to Washington, D.C. to
accept what would become a permanent
position as professor of romance languages at
Howard University. While at Howard, Cook
continued to produce scholarship on Haiti and
he translated the works of African authors.
During the late 1950s Cook shifted his career to
focus more on international relations. In 1958 he
became foreign representative for the American
Society of African Culture and later an
administrator in the Congress of Cultural
Freedom. President John F. Kennedy, in 1961,
appointed Cook to serve as U.S. Ambassador to
the Republic of Niger, a position he held until
1964. Cook also served from 1964 to 1966 as
special envoy to Senegal and Gambia.
Upon the completion of his foreign relations
service, Cook rejoined the faculty of Howard,
serving as chair of the department of romance
languages. He also became a visiting professor
at Harvard University. During the final phase of his
teaching career, Cook continued to produce
scholarship and translate texts of African and
Caribbean scholars. In 1969, he co-authored with
Stephen Henderson the groundbreaking
anthology The Militant Black Writer in Africa and
the United States. In 1970 Cook retired from
teaching but continued to publish books and
articles.
On October 4, 1987, Will Mercer Cook died of
pneumonia at the age of 84 in a Washington,
D.C. hospital. Research more about Black
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Ambassadors and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

Today’s story is about a
Black man coming from
where many of our
people come from the
“GETTO” it has been
called many names
across the country from
the slums, to the hood,
purlieus and black
bottom. In essence, the
other side of the tracks.
Coming from East
Trenton, NJ I can relate.
This person didn’t let it
get to him because he
had a vision for doing
something with his life.
Like many of us he
made a few decisions that set him back but he
always held onto that dream of a better life for
himself and his family.
Whenever he could he would practice on his
craft so that one day someone would see him
and give him a shot. One day it happened for
him because he was ready and hungry for the
opportunity. The rest is history because he
wanted so much so fast, his health suffered and
he left us too soon but most would say he was
one of the best in his profession. Enjoy!
Remember – “I can act. I've been acting for a
long time, but like anything else, don't anybody
owe you anything. You've got to pay your dues.
You go from A to Z; you don't go from M to Z” -.
Bernie Mac
Today in our History – October 5, 1957 - Bernard
Jeffrey “Bernie” McCullough, or Bernie Mac, was
born. He was an American comedian and actor,
in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.
After losing his mother at the age of 16, Mac
would set up stand-up comedy shows for
neighborhood kids and spent most of his 20s
serving various jobs such as a Furniture Mover
and a UPS Agent. He derived most of his
influences from legends such as Nipsey Russell,
Redd Foxx and Richard Pryor, and admired
centering his shows on themes pertaining to

everyday life, marriage, parenting, family, race
relations and racism.
This dimension of comedy expands to other
genres in satire that Mac was particularly fond of,
including Observational Comedy, Black Comedy
and Insult Comedy.
While Mac was widely recognized as a state-ofthe-art comedian as well as a popular film star,
his popularity initially grew after he participated
in some low-profile comedy shows in local clubs.
Around 1990, a performance on HBO’s Def
Comedy Jam furthered his popularity amongst a
growing number of fans in the domestic, as well
as the international setting. After taking a
supporting role in the 1994 comedy film House
Party 3, Mac was recognized for his abilities by
Ice Cube in his 1995 film Friday. This drove his
presence in the U.S film industry in full throttle, as
he was called for acting positions in close to 12
films until 2001.
In the same year of 1995, he acted in trending
films such as The Walking Dead and Don’t Be a
Menace to South Central While Drinking Your
Juice in the Hood. Two years down the line, Mac
was acknowledged to have played stunning
roles in the hit films How to Be a Player and Don
King: Only in America. After gaining his first acting
role in the 1998 classic The Players Club as the
character ‘Dollar Bill’, Bernie Mac was now fully
recognized as one of the most prominent and
forthcoming comedians in Hollywood.
In 2000, Mac starred as himself in the
documentary The Original Kings of Comedy in
which together with Steve Harvey, D.L. Hughley
and Cedric the Entertainer, gave their own views
about African American culture, race relations,
religion and family.
In 2001, Mac casted together with an ensemble
crew including George Clooney, Brad Pitt and
Matt Damon in what was the first film in a triseries, Ocean Eleven. In the years to follow, Mac
was called up to star in Oceans Twelve (2004)
and Oceans Thirteen (2007). In the same year, he
was the host of the semi-autobiographical sitcom
called The Bernie Mac Show, broadcasted by
Fox Network. For this show, he was nominated
twice for the Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead
Actor in a Comedy Series. The show also
managed to win other awards such as won an
Emmy for Outstanding Writing, the Peabody
Award for broadcasting, and the Humanitas Prize
for television writing.
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The show was a major success, and perhaps the
climax of Mac’s career, as he managed to
communicate truly with the audience. One of his
last major works came in 2004, when Mac played
the role of a retired baseball player in the film Mr.
3000. Research more about American
comedians and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Our story today is about love and no matter who
is in love the law prevents you from being
together. The Interracial marriage laws in the
country were updated in some areas of the
country by local law but in this state the couple
had to take their fight up to the Supreme Court.
This famous couple had books and articles
named for them and even a famous movie that
hit the BIG SCREEN. Enjoy!
Remember - “Intermarriage is one of the most
provocative words in the English language” - Dr.
Martin Luther King, JR.
Today in our History – October 6, 1971 - is Loving
Day, a holiday that celebrates the anniversary of
Loving v Virginia. Even though the courts had
listened to a similar case in North Carolina on
October 6, 1971 the marriage case was John A.
Wilkinson's to Lorraine Mary Turner was officially
recognized by that state. The Supreme Court
case which declared interracial marriage legal
across the US. It's shocking to remember that the
ruling — which was a blow against
institutionalized racism, a step towards greater
marriage equality for all, and the basis for last
year's award-winning film Loving, about the
couple at the center of the legal storm — is only
50 years old, and that many of our parents were
alive in an era when states could uphold laws
barring people of different races from marrying.

But it is true; and the fact that we're only a
generation removed from a time when people
were locked up, fined and exiled for daring to
marry or cohabit with somebody of a different
race is one of the most glaring examples of the
racism that runs deep throughout our country's
foundations.
The story of how childhood sweethearts Mildred
and Richard Loving brought about one of the
most important US legal rulings of the 20th
century is a long one — and one that did not
begin with them and their case. "Antimiscegenation laws" — specific laws that
prohibited marriage between people of different
races — have a long and brutal history in the US
that reaches back to the colonial era; a history
that we're still fighting today. In honor of Loving
Day, let's be sure that we know our history.
Research more about Interacial marriages in the
United States and share with your babies. Make it
a champion day!

Our story today is
about one of the
greatest writers of
all time. I had a
chase to meet
with her because
she came to
Ewing High
School, New
Jersey to receive
the Mickey
Leland Award
from my student
club called The
Spectrum Project
and my Varsity
Debate team from Red Bank Regional High
School, New Jersey had a chase to sit in on one
of her classes at Princeton University. She is both
knowledgeable and kind and I hope that you
enjoy her story. I won’t be able to return any
response to your posts today last day of
workshop. Make it a champion day!
Remember – “If there is a book that you want to
read, but it hasn't been written yet, you must be
the one to write it.” Toni Morrison
Today in our History – October 7, 1993 - Writer,
Toni Morrison awarded the Nobel Prize in
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Literature. Toni Morrison, original name Chloe
Anthony Wofford, (born February 18, 1931, Lorain,
Ohio, U.S.), American writer noted for her
examination of black experience (particularly
black female experience) within the black
community. She received the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1993.
Morrison grew up in the American Midwest in a
family that possessed an intense love of and
appreciation for black culture. Storytelling, songs,
and folktales were a deeply formative part of her
childhood. She attended Howard University (B.A.,
1953) and Cornell University (M.A., 1955). After
teaching at Texas Southern University for two
years, she taught at Howard from 1957 to 1964. In
1965 she became a fiction editor. From 1984 she
taught writing at the State University of New York
at Albany, leaving in 1989 to join the faculty of
Princeton University.
Morrison’s first book, The Bluest Eye (1970), is a
novel of initiation concerning a victimized
adolescent black girl who is obsessed by white
standards of beauty and longs to have blue
eyes. In 1973 a second novel, Sula, was
published; it examines (among other issues) the
dynamics of friendship and the expectations for
conformity within the community. Song of
Solomon (1977) is told by a male narrator in
search of his identity; its publication brought
Morrison to national attention. Tar Baby (1981),
set on a Caribbean island, explores conflicts of
race, class, and sex. The critically acclaimed
Beloved (1987), which won a Pulitzer Prize for
fiction, is based on the true story of a runaway
slave who, at the point of recapture, kills her
infant daughter in order to spare her a life of
slavery. Jazz (1992) is a story of violence and
passion set in New York City’s Harlem during the
1920s.
Subsequent novels are Paradise (1998), a richly
detailed portrait of a black utopian community in
Oklahoma, and Love (2003), an intricate family
story that reveals the myriad facets of love and
its ostensible opposite. A Mercy (2008) deals with
slavery in 17th-century America. In the
redemptive Home (2012), a traumatized Korean
War veteran encounters racism after returning
home and later overcomes apathy to rescue his
sister. God Help the Child (2015) chronicles the
ramifications of child abuse and neglect through
the tale of Bride, a black girl with dark skin who is
born to light-skinned parents.

A work of criticism, playing in the Dark: Whiteness
and the Literary Imagination, was published in
1992. Many of her essays and speeches were
collected in What Moves at the Margin: Selected
Nonfiction (edited by Carolyn C. Denard),
published in 2008. Additionally, Morrison released
several children’s books, including Who’s Got
Game? The Ant or the Grasshopper? and who’s
Got Game? The Lion or the Mouse?, both written
with her son and published in 2003. Remember
(2004) chronicles the hardships of black students
during the integration of the American publicschool system; aimed at children, it uses archival
photographs juxtaposed with captions
speculating on the thoughts of their subjects. She
also wrote the libretto for Margaret Garner
(2005), an opera about the same story that
inspired Beloved.
The central theme of Morrison’s novels is the
black American experience; in an unjust society
her characters struggle to find themselves and
their cultural identity. Her use of fantasy, her
sinuous poetic style, and her rich interweaving of
the mythic gave her stories great strength and
texture.
In 2010 Morrison was made an officer of the
French Legion of Honour. Two years later she was
awarded the U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom.
Research more about great American Black
writers and share with your babies and make it a
champion day!

Today I woud like to
share with you a story of
my High School track
teammate and friend.
He would go on and
become one of Trenton,
New Jersey's finest.
Enjoy!
Remember - " Trenton
Makes, The World
Takes"!

Today in our History - October 8,1952 - Clifford
Adams was born.
If you're a fan of '70s band Kool and the Gang,
Kool and the Gang's trombonist Clifford Adams
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died at 62. Adams fought for his life ever since he
learned he needed a liver transplant. Sadly, he
didn't have health insurance for the necessary
medical care. A Trenton, New Jersey native,
Adams' family, friends, fellow musicians, and fans
tried to raise money for the jazz musician while he
was in the hospital. It remains unclear whether he
ever received the transplant.
Even his fellow Kool and the Gang band
member, trumpet player Michael Ray, was
hoping for a miracle for his longtime friend. He
told NJ.com,He is my oldest friend in life and he
has put two kids through college playing the
trombone, which is a miracle.
Ray and Adams were childhood friends who
grew up together in Trenton. Ray describes
Adams as a wonderful father, husband, and
friend. He also said, also added the following
If you knew Cliff you knew his infectious smile and
his strong spirit. He was powered by family values
and he was one of the baddest trombone
players in all the planet. We miss you my friend.
Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is
about one of the
greatest
entertainers of all
time. She hails from
the Capitol City of
New Jersey. I am
going back home
again, so for my
friends on FB who
don’t live in the city
of Trenton, N.J. you
might not
understand. She is
still one of the
greatest
entertainers out
today and if you go
to the Smithsonian African American History on
the top floor you will find one of her outfits that is
on display. Please enjoy the story!

Remember – “The title song is the reunion song
by Patti, Sarah and I, and that will be in the film's
credits and also in the trailer “ - Nona Hendryx
Today in our History – October 9,1944 -Nona
Hendryx is born in Trenton, New Jersey.
One-third of the pop/soul act Labelle (their big
hit was "Lady Marmalade"), Nona Hendryx, by far
and away, made the hippest solo records of any
member of that group (the others being Patti
LaBelle and Sarah Dash). After LaBelle called it
quits in 1976, Hendryx released her self-titled
debut record, which was an amazingly strong
amalgam of soul and hard rock. It also went
almost completely ignored by critics, soul fans,
and even Labelle fans, and Hendryx took her
strong, clear, booming voice and did lots of
session work in the late '70s and early '80s.
It was here that she fell in with a hip crowd of
musicians, including David Johansen, Peter
Gabriel, Prince, Yoko Ono, Cameo, Garland
Jeffreys, and Afrika Bambaataa, and sang
backup for a time with Talking Heads. The
association with the Heads' David Byrne led to
her working with bassist/producer/conceptualist
Bill Laswell, who, along with his band Material,
helped Hendryx put together a second solo
record entitled Nona. A strong album not as wildeyed as her debut, Nona did spark greater
interest in Hendryx's considerable talents, and
after that, her solo career flourished to the point
where she no longer needed d studio work to
supplement her income.
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charity. Exhausted by touring, switching labels,
and the changing nature of the music business in
general, she stopped releasing her own records
for the remainder of the decade.
Hendryx returned to studio work in the '90s and
throughout the 21st century, appearing on
recordings by Lisa Lisa, Morgan Heritage, and the
reunited Bush Tetras, as well as on soundtrack
recordings.
LaBelle reunited in 2007 and issued Back to Now
on Verve in 2008. The set was produced by the
legendary Philadelphia International team of
Kenny Gamble and Leon Huff, and included
several Hendryx compositions. She also scored
playwright Charles R. Wright's Blue, guested on
Terri Lynne Carrington's Mosaic Project album,
and contributed a cut to the soundtrack for the
film Precious.
Apparently, the Labelle reunion was the impetus
for Hendryx to begin recording and touring as a
solo artist again. She released the jazz-funk It's
Time in collaboration with Kahil El'zabar's Ethnics
in 2011 to critical acclaim. In the summer of 2012,
she followed it with the self-produced Mutatis
Mutandis, for Ani DiFranco's Righteous Babe
label. Hendryx collaborated with eclectic
guitarist Gary Lucas for the 2017 album The World
of Captain Beefheart, featuring new
interpretations of the music of the experimental
rock icon. Research more about this great artist
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

In 1984, Hendryx again collaborated with Laswell
on The Art of Defense. She returned with Heat,
produced by Arthur Baker in 1985. The latter
album featured a stellar cast of players including
guitarists Ronnie Drayton and Keith Richards,
bassists Doug Wimbish and Bernard Edwards,
saxophonist Lenny Pickett, and vocalists Will
Downing and Gang of Four's Hugo Burnham.
Female Trouble appeared in 1987 with a slew of
producers and featured guest spots from Gabriel
and David Van Tieghem.
In 1989, Hendryx shifted gears; she issued the
almost solely keyboard-driven Skin Diver on
former Tangerine Dream member Peter
Baumann's Private Music label. After a three-year
break, Hendryx surprised again with You Have to
Cry Sometime, in 1992. The album, a collection of
soul covers in collaboration with Billy Vera, was
issued as part of a benefit offering 50-percent of
its profits to the Rhythm and Blues Foundation

Today's story is about the misinformation that
many American's black and white still have or
had about this organizations. I was a benefactor
of one of their programs that helped me and my

brother by giving us a good meal before we
went to school. The U.S. Government could not
afford to have many programs during that time
that would uplift black communities, so they
found ways to infiltrate or ways to discrete the
organizations true purpose. Read - Research and
understand. Enjoy!
Remember - "The Revolution Will Not Be Televised"
- Gill Scott -Heron.
Today in our History - October 10, 1966 - The Black
Panther Party (BPP) was given lite to the world.
The Black Panther Party (BPP), originally the Black
Panther Party for Self-Defense, was a political
organization founded by Bobby Seale and Huey
Newton in October 1966. The party was active in
the United States from 1966 until 1982, with
international chapters operating in the United
Kingdom in the early 1970s, and in Algeria from
1969 until 1972.
At its inception on October 10,1966, the Black
Panther Party's core practice was its armed
citizens' patrols to monitor the behavior of officers
of the Oakland Police Department and
challenge police brutality in Oakland, California.
In 1969, community social programs became a
core activity of party members. The Black
Panther Party instituted a variety of community
social programs, most extensively the Free
Breakfast for Children Programs, and community
health clinics to address issues like food
injustice.The party enrolled the largest number of
members and made the greatest impact in the
Oakland-San Francisco Bay Area, New York,
Chicago, Los Angeles, Seattle, and Philadelphia.
Federal Bureau of Investigation Director J. Edgar
Hoover called the party "the greatest threat to
the internal security of the country", and he
supervised an extensive counterintelligence
program (COINTELPRO) of surveillance,
infiltration, perjury, police harassment, and many
other tactics designed to undermine Panther
leadership, incriminate party members, discredit
and criminalize the Party, and drain the
organization of resources and manpower. The
program was also accused of assassinating Black
Panther members.
Black Panther Party members were involved in
many fatal firefights with police including Huey
Newton allegedly killing officer John Frey in 1967
and the 1968 Eldridge Cleaver led ambush of
Oakland police officers which wounded two
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officers and killed Panther Bobby Hutton. The
party was also involved in many internal conflicts
including the murders of Alex Rackley and Betty
Van Patter.
Government oppression initially contributed to
the party's growth, as killings and arrests of
Panthers increased its support among African
Americans and on the broad political left, both
of whom valued the Panthers as a powerful force
opposed to de facto segregation and the
military draft. Black Panther Party membership
reached a peak in 1970, with offices in 68 cities
and thousands of members, then suffered a
series of contractions. After being vilified by the
mainstream press, public support for the party
waned, and the group became more isolated.
In-fighting among Party leadership, caused
largely by the FBI's COINTELPRO operation, led to
expulsions and defections that decimated the
membership.
Popular support for the Party declined further
after reports appeared detailing the group's
involvement in illegal activities such as drug
dealing and extortion schemes directed against
Oakland merchants. By 1972 most Panther
activity centered on the national headquarters
and a school in Oakland, where the party
continued to influence local politics. Though
under constant police surveillance, the Chicago
chapter remained active and maintained their
community programs until 1974. The Seattle
chapter lasted longer than most, with a breakfast
program and medical clinics that continued
even after the chapter disbanded in 1977. Party
contractions continued throughout the 1970s,
and by 1980, the Black Panther Party had just 27
members.
The history of the Black Panther Party is
controversial. Scholars have characterized the
Black Panther Party as the most influential black
movement organization of the late 1960s, and
"the strongest link between the domestic Black
Liberation Struggle and global opponents of
American imperialism". Other commentators
have described the Party as more criminal than
political, characterized by "defiant posturing over
substance".
Ten-Point Program
The Black Panther Party first publicized its original
Ten-Point program on May 15,1967, following the
Sacramento action, in the second issue of The

Black Panther newspaper. The original ten points
of "What We Want Now!" follow:
We want freedom. We want power to determine
the destiny of our Black Community.
We want full employment for our people.
We want an end to the robbery by the Capitalists
of our Black Community.
We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human
beings.
We want education for our people that exposes
the true nature of this decadent American
society. We want education that teaches us our
true history and our role in the present day
society.
We want all Black men to be exempt from
military service.
We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY
and MURDER of Black people.
We want freedom for all Black men held in
federal, state, county and city prisons and jails.
We want all Black people when brought to trial
to be tried in court by a jury of their peer group or
people from their Black Communities, as defined
by the Constitution of the United States.
We want land, bread, housing, education,
clothing, justice and peace.Research more
about the BPP and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!

Today I would
like to share with
you a story
about an
Inventor who
came up with an
Invention that is
still being used
today. We don’t
think about it
that much but
without his
Invention many
of the tallest
buildings in the
word could not
have been built. Enjoy!
Remember - “I think it is time that the nation
should awaken to the fact that the negro is a
citizen and not a pest,” Alexander Miles.

Today in our History – October 11, 1887 Alexander Miles was awarded the patent, U.S.
Patent 371,207 for his automatic opening and
closing elevator door design.
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Alexander Miles was an African American
inventor who was best known for being awarded
a patent for an automatically opening and
closing elevator door design in 1887. Contrary to
many sources, Miles was not the original inventor
of this device. In 1874, 13 years before Miles'
patent was awarded, John W. Meaker was
awarded U.S. Patent 147,853 for the invention of
the first automatic elevator door system.
Alexander Miles was born in 1838 in Duluth,
Minnesota. He moved to Waukesha, Wisconsin
where he earned a living as a barber in the
1860s. After a move to Winona, Minnesota in
1870, he met his wife, Candace J. Dunlap, a
white woman born in New York City in 1834.
Together they had a daughter named Grace
who was born in April 1879. Shortly after her birth,
the family relocated to Duluth, Minnesota.
While in Duluth, Alexander operated a
barbershop in the four-story St. Louis Hotel and
purchased a real estate office. His wife found
work as a dress maker. Miles became the first
black member of the Duluth Chamber of
Commerce. In 1884, Miles built a three-story
brownstone building at 19 West Superior Street in
Duluth. This area became known as the Miles
Block. It was at this time that Miles was inspired to
work on elevator door mechanisms.
While riding in an elevator in with his young
daughter, Alexander Miles saw the risk
associated with an elevator shaft door carelessly
left ajar. This led him to draft his design for
automatically opening and closing elevator
doors and apply for a patent. When the elevator
would arrive or depart from a given floor, the
doors would move automatically. Previously, the
opening and closing of the doors of both the
shaft and the elevator had to be completed
manually by either the elevator operator or by
passengers, contributing greatly to the hazards of
operating an elevator.
Miles attached a flexible belt to the elevator
cage, and when the belt came into contact with
drums positioned along the elevator shaft just
above and below the floors, it allowed the
elevator shaft doors to operate at the
appropriate times. The elevator doors themselves

were automated through a series of levers and
rollers.
Before working on elevator engineering, Miles
experimented with the creation of hair products.
The influence of his elevator patent is still seen in
modern designs, since the automatic opening
and closing of elevator and elevator shaft doors
is a standard feature.
By 1900, Alexander, Candace, and Grace had
moved to Chicago. In Chicago, Alexander
created an insurance agency with the goal of
eliminating discriminatory treatment of blacks. In
his own words, Miles stated that insurance
companies "persist in holding out discriminative
rates to these colored people...” In 1900, it was
believed that Alexander Miles was the "wealthiest
colored man in the Northwest."
Alexander Miles died sometime after 1905 and
was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of
Fame in 2007. Research more about American
Black Inventors and share with your babies. Make
it a champion Day!

Toda’s story is
about a Black
woman who
loved to write
children’s
books and
journalism.
She has been
all around the
globe signing
books and
telling her
story she
loved people
and wanted
everyone to
enjoy their
lives. Enjoy!
Remember “Having
solved one
problem,
there was always a new one cropping up to take
its place.” - Ann Penty
Today in our History – October 12, 1908 – Ann
Penty was born.
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Ann Petry (October 12, 1908 – April 28, 1997) was
an American writer of novels, short stories,
children's books and journalism. Her 1946 debut
novel The Street became the first novel by an
African American woman to sell more than a
million copies.
Ann Lane was born on October 12, 1908, in Old
Saybrook, Connecticut, as the youngest of three
daughters to Peter Clark Lane and Bertha James
Lane. Her parents belonged to the black minority
numbering 15 inhabitants of the small town. Her
father was a pharmacist, and her mother was a
shop owner, chiropodist, and hairdresser. Ann
was also the niece of Anna Louise James.
Ann and her sister were raised "in the classic New
England tradition: a study in efficiency, thrift, and
utility (…) They were filled with ambitions that
they might not have entertained had they lived
in a city along with thousands of poor blacks
stuck in demeaning jobs."
The family had none of the trappings of the
middle class until Petry was well into adulthood.
Before her mother became a businesswoman,
she worked in a factory, and her sisters worked as
maids. The Lane girls were raised sheltered from
most of the disadvantages other black people in
the United States had to experience due to the
color of their skin; however, there were a number
of incidents of racial discrimination.
As Petry wrote in "My Most Humiliating Jim Crow
Experience", published in Negro Digest in 1946,
there was an incident where a racist decided
that they did not want her on a beach. Her
father wrote a letter to The Crisis in 1920 or 1921
complaining about a teacher who refused to
teach his daughters and his niece. Another
teacher humiliated her by making her read the
part of Jupiter, the illiterate ex-slave in the Edgar
Allan Poe short story "The Gold-Bug".
Petry had a strong family foundation with welltraveled uncles, who had many stories to tell her
when coming home; her father, who overcame
racial obstacles, opened a pharmacy in the
small town; and her mother and aunts set a
strong example: Petry, interviewed by the
Washington Post in 1992, says about her tough
female family members that "it never occurred to
them that there were things they couldn’t do
because they were women."
Petry's desire to become a professional writer was
raised first in high school when her English

teacher read her essay to the class and
commented on it with the words: "I honestly
believe that you could be a writer if you wanted
to." The decision to become a pharmacist was
her family’s. After graduating in 1929 from Old
Saybrook High School, she went to college and
graduated with a Ph.G. degree from the
University of Connecticut College of Pharmacy in
New Haven in 1931 and worked in the family
business for several years, while also writing short
stories. On February 22, 1938, she married George
D. Petry of New Iberia, Louisiana, which brought
her to New York.
She worked as a journalist writing articles for
newspapers including The Amsterdam News
(between 1938 and 1941) and The People's
Voice (1941–44), and published short stories in
The Crisis, where her first story appeared in 1943,
Phylon, and other outlets. Between 1944 and
1946 she studied creative writing at Columbia
University. She also worked at an after-school
program at P.S. 10 in Harlem. It was during this
period that she experiences and understood
what the majority of the black population of the
United States had to go through in their everyday
life. Traversing the Harlem streets, living for the first
time among large numbers of poor black
people, seeing neglected children up close—
Petry's early years in New York inevitably made
impressions on her and led her to put her
experiences to paper. Her daughter Liz explained
to the Post that "her way of dealing with the
problem was to write this book [The Street], which
maybe was something that people who had
grown up in Harlem couldn’t do."
Petry's first and most popular novel, The Street,
was published in 1946 and won the Houghton
Mifflin Literary Fellowship with book sales
exceeding one million copies.
Back in Old Saybrook in 1947, Petry worked on
Country Place (1947), The Narrows (1953), other
stories, and books for children, but they never
achieved the same success as her first book. She
drew on her personal experiences of the
hurricane in Old Saybrook in Country Place.
Although the novel is set in the immediate
aftermath of World War II, Petry identified the
1938 New England hurricane as the source for
the storm that is at the center of her narrative.
Petry was a member of the American Negro
Theater and appeared in productions including
On Striver's Row. She also lectured at University of
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California, Berkeley, Miami University and Suffolk
University, and was Visiting Professor of English at
the University of Hawaii.
She died in Old Saybrook at the age of 88 on
April 28, 1997. She was outlived by her husband
George, who died in 2000, and her only
daughter, Liz Petry. Research more about Black
writers abd share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today’s story is
about a woman
from a small town
in Oklahoma
which comprised
of Black and
Cherokee natives.
She rose to be one
of the best in her
profession
performing in front
of United States
Presidents to
television. She was
awarded and chosen to be in the Hall of Fame
for her profession and is considered to be one
of the best ever to come out of the famed
Juilliard School of Music in New York City.
Remember - “Sometimes things become
possible if we want them bad enough.” Leona Mitchell
Today in our History – October 13, 1949 – Leona
Mitchell is born in Enid, Oklahoma.
Leona Mitchell is an operatic soprano singer
who was the lead soprano singer for the
Metropolitan Opera in New York City, New York
for eighteen years. She is also a Grammy
Award winner for the Best Opera Recording in
1977.
Mitchell was born on October 13, 1949 in Enid,
Oklahoma, which was founded during the
1893 Land Rush in the former Cherokee Outlet.
Mitchell is of mixed racial descent as she is
both African-American and Chickasaw. She is

the tenth of fifteen children born to Reverend
Dr. Hulon Mitchell and Dr. Pearl Mitchell, who
encouraged Leona’s involvement with music
early on in her life. Although Leona’s mother
eventually went back to school after the birth
of her children to become a nurse, she was
also a pianist, bringing music into the lives of
her children. Leona got her start in music when
she sang in the Antioch Church of God in
Christ’s choir in Enid, where her father was a
minister.
Mitchell has also been formally educated in
music, first obtaining her Bachelor of Arts in
music from the University of Oklahoma then
going additional training at the prestigious
Juilliard School of Music in New York City.
After college, Mitchell’s opera career began
when she debuted in Georges Bizet’s Carmen
in 1973 with the San Francisco (California)
Opera in the role of Micaela. She made her
debut in the same role with the New York City
Metropolitan Opera in December of 1975.
Mitchell would go on to open with the
Metropolitan Opera for eighteen years. In 1977,
Mitchell began to gain widespread attention
for her role of Bess in George Gershwin’s Porgy
and Bess with the Cleveland (Ohio) Orchestra,
the recording for which earned Mitchell a
Grammy for Best Opera Recording for that
year.
Mitchell has since performed for U.S. Presidents
Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan
and Bill Clinton and at major opera houses in
the United States and around the world. She
has also often been featured on television
shows like Good Morning America and CBS
Nightwatch, and on television tributes like her
televised ABC performance for the 100th
anniversary of the Statue of Liberty in 1986.
Mitchell has been widely recognized for her
success in opera, particularly in her home state
of Oklahoma. In Enid, her hometown, there is
Leona Mitchell Boulevard named after her as
well as the Leona Mitchell Southern Heights
Heritage Center and Museum dedicated to
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preserving the heritage of ethnic citizens of the
Five Tribes. In 1983, she was inducted into the
Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame and was
inducted into the Oklahoma Music Hall of
Fame and the Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 2001
and 2004 respectively.
Mitchell married Elmer Bush III in 1979 and the
couple stayed together until Bush’s death in
2014 from prostate cancer. They had one son
together, Elmer Bush IV. Research more about
great female musical singers and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is about an Inventor Henry Blair was
born in Glen Ross, Maryland, in 1807. Blair was an
African American farmer who patented two
devices designed to help boost agricultural
productivity. In so doing, he became the second
African American to receive a United States
patent. Little is known about Blair's personal life or
family background. He died in 1860.
Remember - "The short successes that can be
gained in a brief time and without difficulty are
not worth much." - Henry Blair
Today In Our History – October 14, 1834 – Henry
Blair receives a U.S. Patent.
Henry Blair was born in Glen Ross, Maryland, in
1807. Little is known about Blair's personal life or
family background. It is clear that Blair was a
farmer who invented new devices to assist in the
planting and harvesting of crops. Although he
came of age before the Emancipation
Proclamation, Blair was apparently not enslaved
and operated an independent business.

A successful farmer, Blair patented two inventions
that helped him to boost his productivity. He
received his first patent—for a corn planter—on
October 14, 1834. The planter resembled a
wheelbarrow, with a compartment to hold the
seed and rakes dragging behind to cover them.
This device enabled farmers to plant their crops
more efficiently and enable a greater total yield.
Blair signed the patent with an "X," indicating that
he was illiterate.
Blair obtained his second patent, for a cotton
planter, on August 31, 1836. This invention
functioned by splitting the ground with two
shovel-like blades that were pulled along by a
horse or other draft animal. A wheel-driven
cylinder behind the blades deposited seed into
the freshly plowed ground. The design helped to
promote weed control while distributing seeds
quickly and evenly.
In claiming credit for his two inventions, Henry
Blair became only the second African American
to hold a United States patent. While Blair
appears to have been a free man, the granting
of his patents is not evidence of his legal status.
At the time Blair's patents were granted, United
States law allowed patents to be granted to both
free and enslaved men. In 1857, a slave owner
challenged the courts for the right to claim credit
for a slave's inventions. Since an owner's slaves
were his property, the plaintiff argued, anything
in the possession of these slaves was the owner's
property as well.
The following year, patent law changed so as to
exclude slaves from patent eligibility. In 1871,
after the Civil War, the law was revised to grant
all American men, regardless of race, the right to
patent their inventions. Women were not
included in this intellectual-property protection.
Blair followed only Thomas Jennings as an African
American patent holder. Extant records indicate
that Jennings received a patent in 1821 for the
"dry scouring of clothes." Though the patent
record contains no mention of Jennings's race,
his background has been substantiated through
other sources. Research more about Black
Inventors and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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Today (October 15th), let's remind you that blacks
are still operating in American. It was challenging
for you to invest in a bank at all during this time in
America. The people of America in the state of
Alabama did take advantage of this. Enjoy!
Remember - “The offing was barred by a black
bank of clouds, and the tranquil water-way
leading to the uttermost ends of the earth flowed
somber under an overcast sky--seemed to lead
into the heart of an immense darkness.” - W. W.
Cox
The Alabama Penny Savings Bank, founded
October 15,1890, was the first African American
owned and operated financial institution in
Birmingham, and one of the first three in the
United States. One of the organizers of the Penny
Savings Bank was 16th Street Baptist Church
pastor William Pettiford, who provided the initial
$2,000 in capital. Other officers included
physician Ulysses Mason, Indianola banker W. W.
Cox, and an unnamed saloonkeeper. In its early
years the bank's officers did not take salaries,
helping the bank survive the 1893 panic which
spelled failure for other institutions.
Educator Booker T. Washington said this about
the institution in an address given in Birmingham
on January 1, 1900:
"I wish to congratulate you among other things
upon the excellent and far reaching work that
has been done in Birmingham and vicinity
through the wide and helpful influence of the
Alabama Penny Savings Bank. Few organizations
of any description in this country among our
people have helped us more, not only in
cultivating the habit of saving, but in bringing to
us the confidence and respect of the white race.
The people who save money, who make
themselves intelligent, and live moral lives, are
the ones who are going to control the destinies
of the country."

The bank's first building, a three-story stone and
brick structure, was located at 217 18th Street
North. In 1913 the bank constructed a new sixstory building one block north, now known as the
Pythian Temple. It was built by the black-owned
Windham Construction and some have identified
its style with the work of African American
architect Wallace Rayfield, who kept an office in
the building for a time. The bank did provide
financing for many of the homes that Rayfield
designed for Birmingham's black professionals.
In 1915 both black-owned banks operating in the
city, the Alabama Penny Savings Bank and the
Prudential Savings Bank, founded by Ulysses
Mason in 1910, were faced with bankruptcies.
Washington helped to coordinate assistance in
the form of secured loans and a last-minute effort
to effect a merger. Later that year the Penny
Savings Bank closed. The building was purchased
by the Grand Lodge of the Knights of Pythias,
and. since then, their building has been known as
the Pythian Temple. Research more about Black
banks in American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!
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Remember – 'This is going to be a real problem
for me, but I have no right to refuse. It's a
landmark moment, and I have to accept this
on behalf of my whole race.’... Booker T.
Washington
Today in our History – October 16, 1901 –
Booker T Washington dines at the White House.
On 16 October 1901, shortly after moving into
the White House, Theodore Roosevelt invited
his adviser, the African American spokesman
Booker T. Washington, to dine with him and his
family, and provoked an outpouring of
condemnation from southern politicians and
press. This reaction affected subsequent White
House practice, and no other African
American was invited to dinner for almost thirty
years.
Roosevelt, while governor of New York, had
frequently had black guests to dinner and
sometimes invited them to sleep over.
In 1798 John Adams had dined in the White
House with Joseph Bunel, a representative of
the Haitian President, and his black wife.
Black people, including leaders such as
Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth, had
been received at the White House by
Presidents Lincoln, Grant, Hayes and
Cleveland. At the invitation of First Lady Lucy
Hayes, Marie Selika Williams became the first
African American professional musician to
appear at the White House.

Today’s story for sure will be something that
most of you never heard before because it
was not placed in many newspapers in the
North at that time and many newspapers in
the South stayed away from the subject
because they could not prove it or didn’t want
the majority back residents of the state to
know about it. Most back newspapers by
agreement would not know until the event
had happened. If you still don’t know if that is
alright just read and learn. Enjoy!

The following day, the White House released a
statement headed, "Booker T Washington of
Tuskegee, Alabama, dined with the President
last evening." The response from the southern
press and politicians was immediate, sustained
and vicious. For example, Senator James K.
Vardaman (D) of Mississippi complained that
the White House was now, "so saturated with
the odor of nigger that the rats had taken
refuge in the stable;" the Memphis Scimitar
declared it "the most damnable outrage which
has ever been perpetrated by any citizen of
the United States," and on 25 October the
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Missouri Sedalia Sentinel published on its front
page a poem entitled "Niggers in the White
House," which ended suggesting that either
the president's daughter should marry
Washington or his son one of Washington's
relatives. Senator Benjamin Tillman (D) of South
Carolina said, "we shall have to kill a thousand
niggers to get them back in their places." The
Northern presses were more generous,
acknowledging Washington's
accomplishments and suggesting that the
dinner was an attempt by Roosevelt to
emphasize he was everybody's president.
While some in the black community responded
positively – such as Bishop Henry Turner who
said to Washington, "You are about to be the
great representative and hero of the Negro
race, notwithstanding you have been very
conservative" – other black leaders were less
enthusiastic. William Monroe Trotter, a radical
opponent of Washington, said the dinner
showed him up as "a hypocrite who supports
social segregation between blacks and whites
while he himself dines at the White House."
The White House first responded to the outcry
from the south by claiming that the meal had
not occurred and that the Roosevelt women
had not been at dinner with a black man,
while some White House personnel said it was a
luncheon not an evening meal. Washington
made no comment at the time.
"There was hell to pay, first weeks, then months,
then years, then decades. This story did not go
away. And, you know, an assassin was hired to
go to Tuskegee to kill Booker T. Washington. He
was pursued wherever he went. Theodore
Roosevelt was criticized in ways that presidents
were not criticized. There were vulgar cartoons
of Mrs. Roosevelt that had never been done
before. This was all new territory.
"There were some interesting spinning sessions
that went on among Republicans. One was to
turn the dinner into lunch, because it seems
that lunch would be a less objectionable meal,
and so the story went that, no, you know,

Booker T. Washington didn't go to the dining
room at the White House.
He was sitting in the office, and they got
hungry and they ordered a tray. And by the
time they were finished, there was barely a
sandwich on it. And that seemed to make the
meal a little more palatable in the South. ...
"And this persisted for decades, actually, until
finally in the '30s, a journalist asked Mrs.
Roosevelt, was it lunch or was it dinner? And
she checked her calendar, and she said it was
most definitely dinner." Research more about
this historical White House fact and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is for all of the people who enjoy
the written word. This son of slaves takes all
opportunities to be the best that he could be as
a writer. Many black people will learn and go on
to move the works of writing with expression
further than any would have guessed. Enjoy!
Remember – “If we should ever get to Heaven,
we shall find nobody to reproach us for being
black, or for being slaves” - Jupiter Hammon
Today in our History
– October 17, 1711 Jupiter Hammon
was born.
Jupiter Hammon
(October 17, 1711 –
before 1806) was a
black poet who in
1761 became the
first African
American writer to
be published in the
present-day United
States. Additional
poems and sermons
were also published. Born into slavery, Hammon
was never emancipated. He was living in 1790 at
the age of 79 and died by 1806. A devout
Christian, he is considered one of the founders of
African American literature.
Born in 1711 in a house now known as Lloyd
Manor in Lloyd Harbor, NY – per a Town of
Huntington, NY historical marker dated 1990 –

Hammon was held by four generations of the
Lloyd family of Queens on Long Island, New York.
His parents were both slaves held by the Lloyds.
His mother and father were part of the first
shipment of slaves to the Lloyd's estate in 1687.
Unlike most slaves, his father, named Obadiah,
had learned to read and write.
The Lloyds encouraged Hammon to attend
school, where he also learned to read and write.
Jupiter attended school with the Lloyd children.
As an adult, he worked for them as a domestic
servant, clerk, farmhand, and artisan in the Lloyd
family business. He worked alongside Henry Lloyd
(the father) in negotiating deals. Henry Lloyd said
that Jupiter was so efficient in trade deals
because he would quickly get the job done. He
became a fervent Christian, as were the Lloyds.
His first published poem, "An Evening Thought.
Salvation by Christ with Penitential Cries:
Composed by Jupiter Hammon, a Negro
belonging to Mr. Lloyd of Queen's Village, on
Long Island, the 25th of December 1760,"
appeared as a broadside in 1761.
Eighteen years passed before his second work
appeared in print, "An Address to Miss Phillis
Wheatley." Hammon wrote this poem while Lloyd
had temporarily moved himself and the slaves he
owned to Hartford, Connecticut, during the
Revolutionary War. Hammon saw Wheatley as
having succumbed to pagan influences in her
writing, and so the "Address" consisted of twentyone rhyming quatrains, each accompanied by a
related Bible verse, that he thought would
compel Wheatley to return to a Christian path in
life. He would later publish two other poems and
three sermon essays.
Although not emancipated, Hammon
participated in new Revolutionary War groups
such as the Spartan Project of the African Society
of New York City. At the inaugural meeting of the
African Society on September 24, 1786, he
delivered his "Address to the Negroes of the State
of New-York", also known as the "Hammon
Address." He was seventy-six years old and had
spent his lifetime in slavery. He said, "If we should
ever get to Heaven, we shall find nobody to
reproach us for being black, or for being slaves."
He also said that, while he personally had no wish
to be free, he did wish others, especially "the
young negroes, were free."
The speech draws heavily on Christian motifs and
theology. For example, Hammon said that Black
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people should maintain their high moral
standards because being slaves on Earth had
already secured their place in heaven. He
promoted gradual emancipation as a way to
end slavery. Scholars think perhaps Hammon
supported this plan because he believed that
immediate emancipation of all slaves would be
difficult to achieve. New York Quakers, who
supported abolition of slavery, published his
speech. It was reprinted by several abolitionist
groups, including the Pennsylvania Society for
Promoting the Abolition of Slavery.
In the two decades after the Revolutionary War
and creation of the new government, northern
states generally abolished slavery. In the Upper
South, so many slaveholders manumitted slaves
that the proportion of free blacks among African
Americans increased from less than one percent
in 1790 to more than 10 percent by 1810. In the
United States as a whole, by 1810 the number of
free blacks was 186,446, or 13.5 percent of all
African Americans.
Hammon's speech and his poetry are often
included in anthologies of notable AfricanAmerican and early American writing. He was
the first known African American to publish
literature within the present-day United States (in
1773, Phillis Wheatley, also an American slave,
had her collection of poems first published in
London, England). His death was not recorded.
He is thought to have died sometime around
1806 and is buried in an unmarked grave
somewhere on the Lloyd property.
While researching the writer, UT Arlington
doctoral student Julie McCown stumbled upon a
previously unknown poem written by Hammon
stored in the Manuscripts and Archives library at
Yale University. The poem, dated 1786, is
described by McCown as a 'shifting point' in
Jupiter Hammon's worldview surrounding slavery.
Research more about Black writers and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is
about a man
from the streets
of Detroit, MI by
way of
Tennessee. At a
young age he
discovered that
he could be
good at this
profession
people called
“The Sweet
science”. He
was trained at
the famous
KRONK gym and
he learned how
to be one of the best. He was tested by many of
the best during his day and would win many
large paydays but he never could get passed a
few people. He still considered one of the best of
all time. Enjoy!
Remember – “That was the fight. I knew that I
had done something that no man had been
able to do to a champion." - Thomas Hrarns
Today in our History - October 18, 1958 - Thomas
“The Hitman” Hearn’s was born.
Thomas "Tommy" Hearns (born October 18, 1958)
is an American former professional boxer who
competed from 1977 to 2006. Nicknamed the
"Motor City Cobra", and more famously "The
Hitman", Hearns' tall and slender build allowed
him to move up over fifty pounds in his career
and become the first boxer in history to win world
titles in four weight divisions: welterweight, light
middleweight, middleweight, and light
heavyweight. By later winning a super
middleweight title, he also became the first to
win world titles in five weight divisions.
Hearns was named Fighter of the Year by The
Ring magazine and the Boxing Writers
Association of America in 1980 and 1984; the
latter following his knockout of Roberto Durán.
Hearns was known as a devastating puncher
throughout his career, even at cruiserweight,
despite having climbed up five weight classes.
He is ranked number 18 on The Ring's list of 100
greatest punchers of all time. He currently ranks
#18 in BoxRec ranking of the greatest pound for
pound boxers of all time. On June 10, 2012,

Hearns was inducted into the International
Boxing Hall of Fame.
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Born in Grand Junction, Tennessee on October
18, 1958, Hearns was the youngest of three
children in his mother's first marriage. With her
second marriage, six children joined the first
three. On her own, Mrs. Hearns raised Tommy
and his siblings in Grand Junction until Tommy
was five years old; then the family moved to
Detroit, Michigan. Hearns had an amateur
record of 155–8. In 1977, he won the National
Amateur Athletic Union Light Welterweight
Championship, defeating Bobby Joe Young of
Steubenville, Ohio, in the finals. He also won the
1977 National Golden Gloves Light Welterweight
Championship.
Hearns began his professional boxing career in
Detroit, Michigan, under the tutelage of Emanuel
Steward in 1977. Steward had changed Hearns
from a light hitting amateur boxer to one of the
most devastating punchers in boxing history.
He won six world titles in five weight classes
during his pro career, defeating future boxing hall
of famers such as Pipino Cuevas, Wilfred Benítez,
Virgil Hill and Roberto Durán. Hearns started his
career by knocking out his first 17 opponents. In
1980, Hearns carried his 28-0 record into a world
title match against Mexico's Pipino Cuevas.
Hearns ended Cuevas's 4-year reign by beating
him by TKO in the second round. Hearns was
voted "Fighter of the Year" by Ring Magazine in
1980.
In 1981, Hearns the WBA Champion, with a 32-0
record (30 KOs), fought WBC Champion Sugar
Ray Leonard (30-1) to unify the World
Welterweight Championship in a bout dubbed
"The Showdown." In this legendary fight, Hearns
suffered his first professional defeat when
Leonard stopped him in the 14th round. In the
13th round, Leonard, behind on points on all 3
judges scorecards, needed a knockout to win.
He came on strong and put Hearns through the
ropes at the end of the round. Hearns was
dazed, totally out of gas and received a count
but was saved by the bell. Leonard, with his left
eye shut and time running out, resumed his
attack in the 14th. Hearns started the round
boxing and moving, but after staggering Hearns
with an overhand right, Leonard pinned Hearns
against the ropes. After another combination to
the body and head, referee Davey Pearl
stopped the fight. Hearns and Leonard banked a

combined 17 million dollars for the fight, making it
the largest purse in sports history. The following
year, Leonard retired due to a detached retina,
and there would be no rematch until 1989.
Hearns moved up in weight and won the WBC
Super Welterweight (154 lb) title from boxing
legend and three-time world champion Wilfred
Benítez (44-1-1) in New Orleans in December
1982, and defended that title against European
Champion Luigi Minchillo (42-1) (W 12), Roberto
Durán (TKO 2), no.1 contender Fred Hutchings
(29-1) (KO 3) and #1 contender Mark Medal (262) (TKO 8). During his reign at this weight, the 2
round destruction of the legendary Roberto
Durán, in which he became the first boxer to KO
Durán, is seen as his pinnacle achievement,
earning him his second Ring Magazine "Fighter of
the Year" award in 1984.
Hearns moved up in class to challenge in the
super-welterweight (light-middleweight)
champion, Hearns ventured into the
middleweight division to challenge undisputed
middleweight champion Marvin Hagler in 1985.
Billed "The Fight" (later known as "The
War"[citation needed]), this bout has often been
labeled as the three greatest rounds in boxing
history. The legendary battle elevated both
fighters to superstar status. Hearns was able to
stun Hagler soon after the opening bell, but he
subsequently broke his right hand in the first
round. He did, however, manage to open a
deep cut on Hagler's forehead that caused the
ring doctor to consider a stoppage. The fight,
however, was allowed to continue at this point,
with the ringside commentators remarking on the
fact that, "the last thing Hagler wants or needs is
for this fight to be stopped on a cut." The battle
did go back and forth some, but Hearns was
unable to capitalize on his early successes
against Hagler. As a result of breaking his right
hand, Hearns began to use lateral movement
and a good jab to keep Hagler at bay as best he
could.
This tactic worked fairly well, but in the third
round Hagler staggered Hearns and managed to
catch him against the ropes, where a crushing
right hand by Hagler knocked Hearns down.
Hearns beat the count but was clearly unable to
continue and the referee stopped the fight.
Despite the loss, Hearns garnered a tremendous
amount of respect from fans and boxing
aficionados alike. Considering the popularity of
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the fight and the level of competition, a rematch
seemed to be a foregone conclusion but never
took place.
Hearns quickly made amends by dispatching
undefeated rising star James "Black Gold" Shuler
with a devastating first-round knockout in 1986.
One week after the fight, Shuler was killed in a
motorcycle accident. Hearns presented the
NABF championship belt to Shuler's family at his
funeral, saying he deserved to keep the belt as
he had held it longer than Hearns.
In March 1987, Hearns scored six knockdowns of
Dennis Andries to win the WBC light-heavyweight
title with a tenth round stoppage at Cobo Hall,
Detroit, Michigan. Later that year, his four-round
destruction of the Juan Roldán (63-2) to claim
the vacant WBC middleweight title made Hearns
a four-weight world champion.
In a huge upset, Hearns lost his WBC
middleweight title to Iran Barkley via a thirdround TKO in June 1988 in a bout Ring Magazine
named 1988 Upset of the Year. In November that
year, Hearns returned to win another world title,
defeating James Kinchen (44-3) via a majority
decision to win the inaugural WBO supermiddleweight title. Hearns became the first boxer
to win a world title in five weight divisions.
Hearns had to wait until 1989 for a rematch with
Sugar Ray Leonard, this time for Leonard's WBC
super-middleweight title and Hearns' WBO title.
This was Hearns's sixth Superfight, a fight which
much of the public believed Hearns won, flooring
Leonard in both the 3rd and 11th rounds.
However, the judges scored the fight a
controversial draw.
Hearns had one last great performance in 1991,
as he challenged the undefeated WBA lightheavyweight champion Virgil Hill. In Hill's eleventh
defense of the title, Hearns returned to his
amateur roots and outboxed the champion to
win a convincing decision and add a sixth world
title to his illustrious career. On March 20, 1992,
Hearns lost this title on a split decision to old foe
Iran Barkley but continued to compete and won
his next 8 bouts.
On June 23, 1997, Hearns appeared on a WWE
telecast, performing in a storyline where he was
taunted and challenged by professional wrestler
Bret "Hitman" Hart, who claimed that Hearns
"stole" the "Hitman" nickname. Hearns ended up

"attacking" Jim Neidhart and knocking him down
with a series of punches before officials entered
the ring and broke up the "confrontation."
On 10 April 1999, Hearns travelled to England and
beat Nate Miller by unanimous decision in a
cruiserweight bout. In his next fight in April 2000
he faced Uriah Grant. The first round was
competitive, with Hearns appearing hurt by a
solid right to the jaw. Both fighters traded blows in
the second round until Hearns appeared to injure
his right ankle. He was forced to retire injured at
the end of the round. The crowd booed and
Hearns took the microphone and promised his
fans that he would be back. Hearns fought twice
more, winning both fights by TKO. His final fight
was on 4 February 2006 against Shannon
Landberg.
Hearns signs autographs in Houston in January
2014.
Hearns' family is a fixture on the Detroit sports
scene. His mother, Lois Hearns, is a fight promoter.
Their company, Hearns Entertainment, has
promoted many cards, including the Mike Tyson–
Andrew Golota bout in 2000. His son Ronald
Hearns is also a boxer, and he fought on the
undercard of his father's last couple of fights.
Hearns lives in Southfield, Michigan (a suburb of
Detroit). Hearns serves as a Reserve Police Officer
with the Detroit Police Department.
Due to personal financial issues, Hearns was
forced to auction off his possessions at The
Auction Block of Detroit, Michigan on April 3,
2010. Items included were a 1957 Chevy, 47'
Fountain boat, and a slew of collectors
memorabilia. His debt to the IRS was $250,000. He
took responsibility for repaying the entire debt,
which he said was accrued from being overly
generous toward his large extended family.
Research more about great American Black prize
fighters abd share with your baby. Make it a
champion day!
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Today’s History
lesson is about an
American Black
educator,
museum director,
and college
president.
Remember - “The
trouble with a
woman standing behind her man is that she
can't see where she is going!” - -- Johnnetta B.
Cole
Today in our History – October 19, 1936 Johnnetta Betsch Cole was born.
Johnnetta Betsch Cole (born 1936) is an
American anthropologist, educator, museum
director, and college president. Cole was the first
female African American president of Spelman
College, a historically black college, serving from
1987 to 1997. She was president of Bennett
College from 2002 to 2007. During 2009–2017 she
was Director of the Smithsonian Institution's
National Museum of African Art.
Cole served as a professor at Washington State
University from 1962 to 1970, where she
cofounded one of the US's first black studies
programs. In 1970 Cole began working in the
Department of Anthropology at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst, where she served until
1982. While at the University of Massachusetts,
she played a pivotal role in the development of
the university's W.E.B. Du Bois Department of
African American Studies. Cole then moved to
Hunter College in 1982 and became director of
the Latin American and Caribbean Studies
program. From 1998 to 2001 Cole was a professor
of Anthropology, Women's Studies, and African
American Studies at Emory
University in Atlanta.
In 1987, Cole was selected as the first black
female president of Spelman College, a
prestigious historically black college for women.
She served until 1997, building up their
endowment through a $113 million capital
campaign, attracting significantly higher
enrollment as students increased, and, overall,
the ranking of the school among the best liberal
arts schools went up.[11] Bill and Camille Cosby
contributed $20 million to the capital campaign.
After teaching at Emory University, she was
recruited as president of Bennett College for

Women, also a historically black college for
women. There she led another successful capital
campaign. In addition, she founded an art
gallery to contribute to the college's culture.
Cole is currently the Chair of the Johnnetta B.
Cole Global Diversity & Inclusion Institute founded
at Bennett College for Women. She is a member
of Delta Sigma Theta sorority.
She was Director of the National Museum of
African Art, part of the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, DC, during 2009–2017. During her
directorship the controversial exhibit,
"Conversations: African and African-American
Artworks in Dialogue," featuring dozens of pieces
from Bill and Camille Cosby's private art
collection was held in 2015, coinciding with
accusations of sexual assault against the
comedian.
Cole has also served in major corporations and
foundations. Cole served for many years as
board member at the prestigious Rockefeller
Foundation. She has been a director of Merck &
Co. since 1994. She is the first woman elected to
the board of Coca-Cola. From 2004 to 2006, Cole
was the Chair of the Board of Trustees of United
Way of America and is on the Board of Directors
of the UnitePresident-elect Bill Clinton appointed
Cole to his transition team for education, labor,
the arts, and humanities in 1992. He also
considered her for the cabinet post of Secretary
of Education.
But when The Jewish Daily Forward reported that
she had been a member of the national
committee of the Venceremos Brigades, which
the Federal Bureau of Investigation had tied to
Cuban intelligence forces, Clinton did not
advance her nomination. Research more about
American Black Woman Educators and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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Today’s story is
about a
graduate with a
business degree
from Tuskegee
University at 19.
She was denied
entry into the
Civilian Pilot
Training Program
the first time
because she was
too young but
was granted
entry the next
year and
became the first female graduate. In the
meantime, she was also making history as the first
civilian to be hired as a clerk at Tuskegee’s Army
Airfield. She was taught to fly by history maker
Charles Alfred “Chief” Anderson, a man known
as the father of black aviation.
Women were not allowed to join combat during
World War II, but it was her dream to have an
aviation career. Her only regret was not being
able to join the Women's Air Force Service Pilots
organization, which was an all-white female
service group during WWII. She was rejected
because she was black. Her days of flying
memories would continue when she and her
husband met above a local lake to send “I love
you” signals in the air. Enjoy!
Remember - "I didn't know of any other avenues
to try. In today's world," she says, "it would have
been wonderful. The sky is the limit. I could have
been an astronaut." - Mildred Carter
Today in our History – October 21,1941 - Mildred
Carter of Tuskegee was Alabama's first licensed
black female pilot.
Mildred Carter's rejection letter from the Women's
Airforce Service Pilots was cold, plainly stated
and infuriating.
Mrs. Carter, then Mildred L. Hemmons, was
among the first women to earn a pilot's license
from Tuskegee Institute's civilian air training
school. The school became legendary with the
success of the Tuskegee Airmen in World War II.
Female pilots were prohibited from flying in
combat then, but after becoming licensed in
1941, Mrs. Carter felt she was well on her way to a
career in aviation. Then the letter arrived.

"It stated that I was not eligible due to my race. It
left no doubt," says the diminutive and elegant
Tuskegee-born woman with the brilliantly
engaging eyes. "I didn't keep it. I didn't keep any
of that stuff. I didn't want to look at it, to deal with
it."
Until now, Mrs. Carter's story was among the
many about female aviators, particularly blacks,
that have fallen through the historical cracks, lost
or banished somewhere deep in the bowels of
places like the Eisenhower Library in Kansas, the
National Archives in Washington, D.C., and the
WASP Collection at Texas Woman's University in
Denton, AL.
In this instance, the dreams of a young AfricanAmerican girl in 1940s Alabama were dashed by
Jim Crow. Her experiences are fraught with irony.
For one, she had the fortitude to stand up and
be counted with a group of women who were
fighting for their rights as pilots. Yet the women
were leery of supporting her because of the
military's segregationist nature.
Additionally, black soldiers for years had been
thrust into support roles for white soldiers, cooking
for them, ferrying supplies to the front lines,
serving as messengers. But, because she was a
female, she could not serve in an auxiliary
capacity for combat pilots.
Her husband is retired Lt. Col. Herbert Carter, one
of the original Tuskegee Airmen. He is now a
goodwill ambassador of sorts, traveling
worldwide to help promote Tuskegee's history in
aviation.
Mrs. Carter, who met Eleanor Roosevelt when the
first lady came to the Tuskegee flight school in
1941, often travels with him.
The WASPs received more than 25,000
applications early on. Of those, 1,830 women
were accepted and 1,074 earned their wings.
Several experts said there were at least two
Asians and a number of Hispanics in the group. It
is difficult to tell how many, because the only
available records don't note the race of the
member or applicant.
Several blacks were rejected in the final interview
stage. Because the WASP application records
were destroyed, the number of blacks who
requested admittance is unknown, Ms. Merryman
says in her 1998 book, "Clipped Wings: The Rise
and Fall of the Women Airforce Service Pilots
(WASPs) of World War II."

335
Mrs. Carter doesn't remember if her rejection
letter came directly from Ms. Cochran, but she
has always associated it with the woman known
as the most influential pioneer of female aviation
in the 20th century. She also remembers
Tuskegee as a very exciting place to be for black
aviators back then.
She was the first civilian hired at Tuskegee Army
Airfield, a full military installation with an "N," or
Negro, designation. She saw the men coming to
take advantage of the training program and
decided that she, too, wanted to be an aviator.
During her training she logged about 100 hours in
a Piper Cub. That was as far as she got. Because
she wasn't permitted to take the advanced
training course, she couldn't learn how to fly the
faster and much more powerful warplanes.
Undaunted, Mrs. Carter sought out the WASPs. To
her, the rejection letter meant she had gone as
far as society would allow. Her primary barrier,
she says, was being born 50 years too soon.
Research more about Black female flyers and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today's story is
about a man
who wanted to
move like no
other. His style
was one of a
kind and no one
could do the
moves like he
did. Enjoy!
Remember “Nobody cares
if you can’t
dance well. Just
get up and
dance. Great
dancers are great because of their passion.” Lowell Dennis Smith
Today in our History - Lowell Dennis Smith October 22, 2007 let this earth.
Lowell Dennis Smith, a ballet dancer and teacher
who for some years was a principal dancer with
the Dance Theatre of Harlem and later was
director of the company's school, died Oct. 22 at
UCLA Medical Center. He was 56.

The cause of death was lung cancer, said his
longtime friend Rick Frey. Smith had been
dividing his time between Los Angeles and New
York City.
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and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Born in 1951 in Memphis, Tenn., he studied dance
at the North Carolina School of the Arts in
Winston-Salem and then performed as a dancer
and actor in Memphis and later with the Eglevsky
Ballet on Long Island, New York.
He joined the Dance Theatre of Harlem in the
late 1970s and danced with the company for 17
years. One of his best-known roles was as Stanley
Kowalski in a dance adaptation by Valerie Bettis
of the Tennessee Williams play "A Streetcar
Named Desire."
"Stanley screams all the time so his movement
has to scream," Smith said in a 1996 interview with
the Commercial Appeal of Memphis. "Movement
is as much a vocabulary as words."
He performed the role of Stanley onstage and for
a television broadcast of "Great Performances:
Dance in America" in 1986.
"Lowell Smith, a superlative dramatic dancer,
explodes with a typically sure and nuanced
passion Floyd, all of Memphis. that makes
Stanley's anger and desire vividly immediate,"
dance critic Jennifer Dunning wrote in a review
of the televised performance for the New York
Times.
Smith also had prominent roles in "Equus,"
choreographed by Domy Reiter-Soffer, about a
boy who blinded horses and the psychiatrist who
treated him, as well as in "Fall River Legend," by
choreographer Agnes de Mille, about a famed
murder case and the accused, Lizzie Borden.
Beyond dance drama, he performed in a
number of traditional ballets and modern classics
such as "The Four Temperaments" by George
Balanchine.
Later in his career, Smith choreographed "Pas de
Deux for Phrygia and Spartacus," a duet that the
Dance Theatre of Harlem premiered in New York
City in 2001. He also created works for the
company's educational program and helped
lead master classes for young students in cities
around the United States.
Smith is survived by his mother, Dorothy S. Smith,
and two sisters, Pamela D. Smith and June Smith.
Research more about African - American dance

Today’s story is about a black man who was
meeting all of the right sports figures and
entertainers of his day. During those times
newspaper was king as many big cities had a
morning and evening newspaper so as a sports
reporter whatever you wrote in the morning
could be expanded on or replaced by a bigger
story that happened that day. H e was often in
harm’s way because some parts of America
didn’t care what your profession was to them
you were still considered lower than dirt and
treated that way if the circumstances were right.
This outstanding writer won many awards for his
work but the thing he valued the most was being
the person who would get the exclusive from the
athlete or entertainer. In those days they called it
“GETTING THE SCOOP”. Enjoy!
Remember – “Some people didn’t understand
the importance of meeting a deadline or
someone reading something that no other
reporter knows, I always enjoyed telling the story
first.” - Sam Lacy
Today in our History – October 23, 1903 - Samuel
Harold Lacy was born.
Lacy grew up in Washington, D.C., played semipro baseball, coached municipal basketball,
attended Howard University, and performed
assorted odd jobs before becoming a
professional sportswriter. The sportswriter inherited
his pioneering spirit from his grandfather, Henry
Erskine Lacy, who was the first black detective on
the Washington, D.C., police force. Perhaps the
most amazing thing about Lacy’s story is not that
he covered all the giants of the twentiethcentury sporting world—Joe Louis, Jesse Owens,
Jackie Robinson, Sugar Ray Robinson, and
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Muhammed Ali, to name a few—but that he
continued to cover sports well into his nineties.
Lacy's career in print journalism began in the
1920s, working as a sportswriter at the
Washington Tribune under the guidance of Editor
Lewis Lautier. He was managing editor and sports
editor there from 1934-39, before moving to
Chicago as assistant national editor for the
Chicago Defender from 1940-43.
He returned to Baltimore to become a columnist
and sports editor for the weekly Baltimore AfroAmerican Newspapers. He wrote the widely
popular column "A to Z" for many years. Through
17 presidential elections this crusader in the 1930s
and '40s, devoted his columns to desegregating
baseball in the major leagues. He became a
renowned journalist as well as a civil rights leader.
Lacy's career in journalism began in the 1920s,
working as a sportswriter at the Washington
Tribune under the tutelage of Editor Lewis Lautier.
He was both managing editor and sports editor
of the paper from 1934-1939, before moving to
Chicago to become a national editor with the
Chicago Defender.
He later moved to Baltimore as sports editor and
columnist for the Baltimore Afro-American
newspaper. Lacy, 95, has been "fighting for
fairness" for Afro-American athletes for almost 65
years, railing against racism and segregation that
prevailed for decades in U.S. sports, courts and
legislatures. Lacy is recognized, as a pioneer in
baseball journalism. He was one of the first
African American members of the Baseball
Writers' Association of America, and a 1997
recipient of the J.G. Taylor Spink Award. During
his career, Lacy covered the careers of many
Black athletes and numerous sporting events,
including six Olympic Games.
As a result of his efforts, he has received many
awards given by sports, journalism and
academic establishments. In 1998, he was
inducted into the "writers' wing" of the Baseball
Hall of Fame. Sam Lacy died on May 8, 2003.
Research more about black journalist and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is about a spree of murders and
attempted murders that happened a year after
the 9/11 attacks in NYC and Washington, D.C.
Which many people were still afraid and in a
state of fear. These acts of endangering human
life happened around the greater Washington,
D.C. area over a three-week time period in
October 2002. These acts would be called “The
Beltway sniper attacks”.
Remember – “I am a monster who "stole people's
lives." - Lee Boyd Malvo
Today in our History – October 24, 2002 - John
Allen Muhammad and Lee Boyd Malvo are
arrested.
Here's a look at the shooting spree that occurred
in the Mid-Atlantic/Washington area in October
2002. Ten people were killed and three injured in
sniper-style shootings.
John Allen Muhammad and Lee Boyd Malvo
were arrested, tried and convicted for the
shootings. Muhammad received a death
sentence and was executed on November 10,
2009. Malvo was convicted and is waiting for
resentencing after a federal judge overturned his
two life sentences.
Timeline - DC Area Shooting Spree:
October 2, 2002 - A shot is fired through a
window at a Michael's crafts store in Aspen Hill,
Maryland, but no one is hit.
- Not linked by ballistic evidence.
October 2, 2002 - The first killing takes place when
55-year-old James D. Martin, a program analyst
for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, is shot in the parking lot of
Shoppers Food Warehouse in Wheaton,
Maryland.
- Not linked by ballistic evidence.
What is behind the rise in depression in America?

As the national nonprofit Mental Health America
has identified, depression in America is on the
rise. And many are left untreated.
October 3, 2002 - Police are called to a crime
scene and find James L. Buchanan, a 39-yearold landscaper who has been fatally shot while
mowing a lawn at a commercial establishment
near Rockville, Maryland.
October 3, 2002 - Premkumar Walekar, 54, a parttime cab driver, is killed while pumping gas into
his taxi at a station in the Aspen Hill area of
Montgomery County, Maryland.
October 3, 2002 - Sarah Ramos, 34, of Silver
Spring, Maryland, is killed at a post office near
Leisure World Shopping center. A witness reports
seeing a white van or truck speed from the post
office parking lot immediately after the shooting.
October 3, 2002 - Lori Ann Lewis-Rivera, 25, of
Silver Spring is shot dead at a Shell gas station in
Kensington where she was vacuuming her van.
October 3, 2002 - In the only killing in Washington
and the first one to occur at night, Pascal
Charlot, 72, is shot in the chest as he walks along
Georgia Avenue. He is taken to a hospital, where
he dies less than an hour later.
October 4, 2002 - In a Michael's parking lot in
Fredericksburg, Virginia, Caroline Seawell, 43, is
shot as she puts her bags inside her Toyota
minivan. She is released from a Fairfax hospital on
Monday, October 14.
October 7, 2002 - Iran Brown, 13, is shot and
critically wounded outside Benjamin Tasker
Middle School in Maryland's Prince George's
County.
October 9, 2002 - A tarot card is found near the
scene of the shooting at the school. CNN sources
say it is the "Death Card" with the message "Call
me God" for police.
October 9, 2002 - Dean Harold Meyers, 53, of
Gaithersburg, Maryland, is killed while pumping
gas at a station in Manassas, Virginia. A white
minivan seen in the area is first thought to have
some connection with the shooting but is later
cleared by police.
October 11, 2002 - Kenneth Bridges, 53, a
Philadelphia businessman, is killed at an Exxon
station just off I-95 near Fredericksburg, Virginia.
Police enforce a huge roadblock, trying to find a
white van-like vehicle (similar to a Chevy Astro)
with a ladder rack on top.
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October 14, 2002 - Linda Franklin, 47, of Arlington,
Virginia, is killed by a single gunshot in a Home
Depot parking lot in Falls Church, Virginia.
October 19, 2002 - Jeffrey Hopper, 37, is shot in a
parking lot at a Ponderosa Steakhouse near I-95
in Ashland, Virginia, 83 miles south of Washington.
Doctors remove the bullet from the victim during
surgery on October 21 and connect him to the
others by ballistics.
October 21, 2002 - Police surround a white van at
a pay phone at an Exxon gas station in
Richmond, Virginia. They arrest one man in the
vehicle and a second man "in the vicinity" but
later say that they cannot be connected to the
sniper shootings.
October 22, 2002 - Bus driver Conrad Johnson, 35,
of Oxon Hill, Maryland, is shot as he stands on the
top step inside his commuter bus in Aspen Hill,
Maryland. He later dies at a hospital in Bethesda.
Investigators confirm on October 23 that his
death is connected to the sniper.
October 24, 2002 - John Allen Muhammad and
Lee Boyd Malvo are arrested. They are found
sleeping in a 1990 Chevy Caprice at a rest stop in
Frederick County, Maryland.
November 10, 2009 - After receiving the death
penalty in 2004, Muhammad is executed.
May 26, 2017 - A federal judge overturns two of
Malvo's life sentences in Chesapeake and
Spotsylvania County in Virginia. Malvo remains in
prison as his Virginia convictions still stand, as well
as his previous sentences from Maryland.
June 21, 2018 - A federal appeals court agrees
Malvo's four life sentences from Virginia must be
vacated based on a 2012 Supreme Court
decision that it is unconstitutional for juveniles to
receive mandatory life sentences without the
possibility of parole.
Timeline - Other incidents where
Muhammad/Malvo were charged or considered
suspects:
February 16, 2002 - Keenya Cook, 21, is
murdered. Her aunt was a former friend of
Muhammad's ex-wife. There is circumstantial but
not ballistic evidence.
March 19, 2002 - Sixty-year-old Jerry Taylor is shot
and killed on a Tucson, Arizona, golf course.
May 2002 - A synagogue in Tacoma, Washington,
is vandalized. Police consider Muhammad as a
suspect. Guns used in both incidents belong to a

man with whom Malvo and Muhammad had
stayed for a time.
September 5, 2002 - Shooting at a Clinton,
Maryland, pizzeria. Paul LaRuffia is injured.
September 14, 2002 - Benny Oberoi, 22, is shot
and wounded outside the Hillandale Beer & Wine
Store in Silver Spring, Maryland. The shooting is
linked by circumstances, witnesses and location
of the alleged snipers, but not by ballistics.
September 15, 2002 - Shooting at a Brandywine,
Maryland, liquor store. Muhammad Rashid is
injured.
September 21, 2002 - Million Waldemariam, 41, is
shot three times and killed at a liquor store in
Atlanta. Ballistics on a .22 caliber handgun links
both the Atlanta and the Montgomery shootings.
September 21, 2002 - Shooting at a Montgomery,
Alabama, liquor store. Owner Claudine Parker is
killed and clerk Kellie Adams is seriously injured.
Ballistics are a match to Bushmaster .223 rifle and
eyewitness accounts link to the DC snipers.
Capital murder charges are filed against
Muhammad and Malvo.
September 23, 2002 - Shooting outside a beauy
shop in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, kills 45-year-old
Hong Im Ballenger, the shop manager. Malvo
and Muhammad are charged with capital
murder and armed robbery on October 31 when
ballistics match the Bushmaster .223 rifle.
September 26, 2002 - Wright Williams is injured at
his grocery store in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Research more about The BeltWay Shootings and
sahre with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today our story centers around a civil rights
activist, who like some others who left the streets
and moved into the political field. While in politics
she had an opportunity to really make a change
for her and her people. Enjoy!
Remember - " Helping others in time of need is
the best that anyone of us can do" - Irene
McCoy Gains.
Today in our History - Irene McCoy Gaines was
born October 25, 1892.
Irene McCoy Gaines was a civil rights activist and
a community leader. Born October 25, 1892, in
Ocala, Florida, to Charles and Mamie McCoy,
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she had one older sister who died while Gaines
was a child. Her family moved to Chicago, Illinois
when she was an infant. In 1903, Gaines’s mother
became a single parent after a divorce. After
she graduated from Wendell Phillips High in
Chicago in 1908, Gaines attended Fisk University
(Nashville, Tennessee) from 1908 to 1910, and
then the University of Chicago from 1910 to 1912.
She studied civics and social work at both
campuses.
When she returned to Chicago in 1910, Gaines
began working at the Cook County Juvenile
Court as a stenographer, which helped her
become aware of the problems affecting the
youth in her community. After World War I
started, she found a new job with the US
Department of Labor’s War Camp Community
Service Program as an organizer for the girls
division.
On October 7, 1914, McCoy married Harris Barrett
Gaines, a law student at the time. They had two
sons, Harris Barrett, Jr., in 1922, and Charles Ellis in
1924. Her children’s public-school education
offered a window into the desperate inequality
between segregated schools.
In 1920, Gaines became the industrial secretary
for the first African American branch of the
YWCA in Chicago, and during the 1920s, she
became involved with and took leadership
positions in many different activist groups.
Because of her association with groups such as
the Chicago Urban League, Woman’s City Club,
Woman’s Trade Union League, Illinois Women’s
Voters’ League, the District Federation of Colored
Women’s Clubs, University Society, and
Household of Ruth, she quickly gained a great
reputation in Chicago’s African American
community for her extensive social work.
Beginning in 1930, Gaines began working for the
welfare department of Cook County, where she
would remain until 1945.
In 1939, Gaines founded the Chicago Council of
Negro Organizations and remained its first
president until 1953, and used her position to
protest the inequality caused by segregated
schooling. She was able to secure improved
facilities and establish one of the first integrated
nursery schools.
In 1940 Gaines became the first African
American woman to run for the Illinois State
Legislature. Although she lost that election, she
became one of the organizers of the first march

on Washington in 1941, and led 50 Chicago-area
protesters to Washington, D.C., to meet with
other demonstrators from across the nation. They
formed committees that visited heads of
government agencies to protest discrimination
against blacks in employment. The national
March on Washington Movement eventually
resulted in President Franklin Roosevelt’s
Executive Order 8802 which banned
discrimination in companies which received
federal funds.
She also championed the condition of women,
and in 1947 she testified before the United
Nations about discrimination and oppression of
women of color in the US, becoming one of the
first individuals in the world to address that issue
before this international body.
In 1958, at the age of 66, Gaines received the
George Washington Medal of Honor for her
lifelong efforts in improving her community. In the
following year, she received the Fisk University
Distinguished Alumni Service Award, and in 1962
Wilberforce University awarded her an honorary
degree.
Irene McCoy Gaines died of cancer on April 7,
1964, in Chicago at the age of 72. Research
more about civil rights workers and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story was
a test of how our
black females
can get together
like their male
counterparts. It
was a challenge
but they pulled it
off. Enjoy!
Remember – "We
are mothers. We
are caregivers.
We are artists.
We are activists. We are entrepreneurs, doctors,
leaders of industry and technology. Our potential
is unlimited. We rise." -Alicia Keys
Today in our History – October 26, 1997 – The
Million Woman March in Philadelphia, PA.
The march was founded and formulated by Phile
Chionesu, a grassroots activist, human rights
advocate, Black Nationalist/Freedom Fighter,
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and owner of an African crafts shop; she was not
associated with any national black organizations.
After several months of underground organizing,
Chionesu asked Asia Coney to join her, making
her the third National Co-Chair.
The march was envisioned and intended to help
bring social, cal, and economic development
and power throughout the black communities of
the United States, as well as to bring hope,
empowerment, unity and sisterhood to women,
men and children of African descent globally
regardless of nationality, religion, or economic
status. One main focus of the march for the
women involved was family unity and what it
means to be an African American woman in
America. The women of the march called for
three things: repentance for the pain of black
women caused by one another, and the
restoration and resurrection of African American
family and community bonds. The march
included scheduled hours of prayer and
speeches.
The day was filled with prayer, music, and
inspirational speeches. These events were meant
to promote positive change. The march started
from the Liberty Bell and ended at the steps of
the Philadelphia Art Museum.[5] Speakers at the
event included Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, the
ex-wife of Nelson Mandela; Congresswoman
Maxine Waters; Sista Souljah; Jada Pinkett Smith;
Attallah and Ilyasah Shabazz, the daughters of
Malcolm X; and Dr. Dorothy Height. A message
was read from Assata Shakur from her exile home
of Cuba.
The march has been considered a social
phenomenon due to its unconventional and
unique way of organizing. It has influenced
several mass gatherings by demonstrating a
grassroots approach that had not been
employed before.
These women were able to use different methods
of spreading information via media coordinators
like BWN NJ Delegate Stacey Chambers, Alpha
Kappa Alpha, and, by word of mouth, fliers,
black-run media, the Internet, and a network of
women's organizations. The Million Woman
March was the launching pad for the
development of the first global movement for
women and girls of African descent throughout
the Diaspora. [according to whom?]
Estimates of attendance for the march vary
widely. The Philadelphia police gave no official

estimates, but were preparing for up to 600,000
people. However, a study provided by the
University of Pennsylvania in addition to aerial
footage, photos, and other research data and
information obtained from news and other
sources, indicates that the gathering drew at
least 500,000 people. Police sources gave
numbers varying from 300,000 to 1 million. The
attendees came even despite cold
temperatures and light rain. Organizers estimated
an attendance of 2.1 million. Phile Chionesu
suggested there were more than 2.5 million
people. "The rally brought together women from
across the country – some wearing jeans and
sweat shirts, others in festive African garb."There
were signs throughout the march saying, "I am
one in a million" and "Black Women: No more
AIDS, abuse, addiction".[4] Supporters also
bought buttons and apparel such as T-shirts, hats
and flags with march logos.
The mission of the Million Woman March was for
African American women to be self-determined.
The march was also intended to draw attention
to statistics that marginalize African American
women. Research has shown that 94 of 1,000
African American teenage girls are victims of
violent crime.
African American women are eighteen times
more likely to get AIDS than white women. In
1996, African American men earned thirty dollars
more than African American women per week,
while, African American women were paid forty
dollars less than white women per week. From
these statistics, African American women and
supporters wanted to take a stand, and part of
the protest was because of inequalities like these.
The Million Woman March has continued its
mission under the direction of the founder and
national offices. Since the march, over 50
conferences, over 100 forums, online radio
broadcasts for 12 years, and many social justice
protests for women and African American
females have taken place. Research more about
black woman's movements and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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Today’s story is
about the
legacy of Black
Baseball players
who came from
the Negro
leagues and
make it to the
Major Leagues
starting with
Jackie Robinson
and the
Brooklyn
Dodgers story.
You may feel
like I do that
many a Negro baseball player had a lot more
talent than Jackie but could they handle the day
to day abuse that was given to Jackie
everywhere he played. My question this morning
for you is simple, the Dodgers and Red Sox are
currently playing in the 2018 World Series, the first
time that these two teams have meet in a World
Series with the name “Dodgers” Brooklyn had a
team back in 1916 but they were called the
Robins and the Red Sox played their home
games at the Boston Braves park instead of
Fenway Park to draw more seating capacity. Did
you know that the Red Sox were the last major
league baseball team to intergrade? Yes they
did their best to try and win without a Black
player but they realized in order to be
competitive they had to and this is the story of
the person they selected to wear the Boston
Uniform. Enjoy!
Remember - Someday I'll write a book and call it
'How I Got the Nickname Pumpsie' and sell it for
one dollar, and if everybody who ever asked me
that question buys the book, I'll be a millionaire. –
Pumpsie Green
Today in our History – October 27, 1933 - Elijah
Jerry Green
Jr. was born.
He’s been termed a “reluctant pioneer.” All
Pumpsie Green wanted to do was play
professional baseball. He didn’t even aspire to
the major leagues at first and would have been
content playing for his hometown Oakland Oaks
in the Pacific Coast League. That said, Pumpsie
Green took pride in the fact that he helped
accomplish the integration of the Boston Red

Sox, the last team in the majors to field an African
American ballplayer.
He was born on October 27, 1933, as Elijah Jerry
Green Jr. All the standard reference books list his
place of birth as Oakland, but he himself said, “I
wasn’t born in Oakland. I was born in Boley,
Oklahoma. We was all born in Oklahoma.”
The elder Elijah Green was reportedly a pretty
good athlete but had a family to care for during
the Depression and work took precedence. “He
was a farmer,” Green said in a 2009 interview,
“We came out here to California when I was
eight or nine years old. He worked at the
Oakland Army Base.” After the war, Mr. Green
worked for the city of Richmond, in the public
works department. “He was a garbage man,”
Pumpsie explained. His wife, Gladys, worked
mostly as a homemaker before World War II, and
during the war as a welder on the docks in
Oakland. As the children grew older, she
became a nurse in a convalescent home.
Pumpsie played baseball from grade school on
up and became a switch-hitter at an early age.
He was 13 when Jackie Robinson broke into the
major leagues in 1947, but Brooklyn was a long
way from California. The Pacific Coast League
integrated in 1948, and, to top it off, the
barnstorming Jackie Robinson All-Stars came to
Oakland after the ’48 season was over. Pumpsie
said, “I scraped up every nickel and dime
together I could find. And I was there. I had to
see that game…I still remember how exciting it
was.” Green was a big Oaks fan, getting to the
Emeryville ballpark as often as he could, and
listening on the radio when he couldn’t: “I
followed a whole bunch of people on that team.
It was almost a daily ritual. …. When I got old
enough to wish, I wished I could play for the
Oakland Oaks.” Pumpsie began to model his
play after Artie Wilson, the left-handed-hitting
shortstop who in 1949 became the first black
player on the Oaks and led the league both in
hitting and stolen bases.
Pumpsie Green signed his 1959 contract in
Scottsdale on February 25, suited up in a Red Sox
uniform, and immediately took part in his first
workout. Roger Birtwell’s Boston Globe story
began, “The Boston Red Sox – in spring training,
at least – today broke the color line.”
Green lived an isolated existence, separated
from his teammates. It was a pathetic situation.
Boston Globe writer Milton Gross depicted the
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imposed isolation: “From night to morning, the
first Negro player to be brought to spring training
by the Boston Red Sox ceases to be a member of
the team he hopes to make as a shortstop.”
Segregation, wrote Gross, “comes in a man’s
heart, residing there like a burrowing worm. It
comes when a man wakes alone, eats alone,
goes to the movies every night alone because
there’s nothing more for him to do and then, in
Pumpsie Green’s own words, ‘I get a sandwich
and a glass of milk and a book and I read myself
to sleep.’”
It could not have been easy being Pumpsie
Green in 1959. Lee D. Jenkins, writing in the
Chicago Defender after Green’s call-up,
lamented the inevitable pressure: “It’s one thing
to make a major-league team by sheer talent
but to find yourself in a position where you are
almost thrust down an unwilling throat makes for
a most uncomfortable state. Green was a
sensation with the Red Sox during their early
spring training but as the season neared the
pressure began to tell in his fielding and hitting.”
Boston Celtics basketball star Bill Russell was there
to greet Pumpsie when he arrived. They’d known
each other since high school. Green also took a
call in the Red Sox clubhouse from Jackie
Robinson.
After the season Pumpsie was named second
baseman on the 1959 Major League Rookie AllStar team, chosen in balloting by 1.7 million Topps
gum customers nationally. “Green’s play fell off
during the last two or three weeks of the season
because he was a tired player,” Jurges said. “I
figured he played 260 games last year, counting
the winter league, the American Association,
and the big leagues. That’s too much ball for a
kid.”
After baseball, Green earned a physicaleducation degree from San Francisco State
University and then accepted a position with the
Berkeley Unified School District, where he ran the
baseball program, coached baseball for 25
years, served as dean of boys for a while, taught
mathematics, and did some security work at the
school. He finally retired in 1997. Looking back,
Pumpsie was frank about Boston and his time in
the major leagues. It was a bit of a mixed
blessing of sorts, he told Jon Goode: “Sometimes
it would get on my nerves. Sometimes I wonder if
I would have even made it to the major leagues
if it had not been for this Boston thing.

Sometimes I wonder if I would have been better
off it was not for the Boston thing. Things like that
you can never answer.”
Green told Danny Peary, “When I was playing,
being the first black on the Red Sox wasn’t nearly
as big a source of pride as it would be once I was
out of the game. At the time I never put much
stock in it or thought about it. Later I understood
my place in history. I don't know if I would have
been better in another organization with more
black players. But as it turned out, I became
increasingly proud to have been with the Red
Sox as their first black.”
Research more about black baseball players
who entered the Major Leagues and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story
can only be
told by people
who lived
through it.
Coming out of
Gary, Indiana
in 1968, The
Jackson’s were
STARS with
number one
hits, T.V.
specials and
even a
Saturday
morning
cartoon show. I
personally saw
him perform
over his career six times between his brothers and
by himself. His personal life and professional life is
an open book and I feel sorry for how his life
ended but so did Dorothy’s, “Bird” and Billie to
name a few. I just know that he was better than
what you saw in the move but at that part of his
life I guess that was all that he had left. Enjoy!
Remember – “There were times when I had great
times with my brothers, pillow fights and things,
but I was, used to always cry from loneliness.” Michael Jackson
Today in our History – October 28, 2009 – “THIS IS
IT” the movie by Michael Jackson opens in
Theaters.
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The announcement earlier this year that Michael
Jackson would be doing 50 concerts in London
was greeted with equal parts euphoria and
cynicism. Was he doing it for us? Was he doing it
for money? Then in June, less than a month
before the start of the sold-out run, Jackson died
of cardiac arrest, and the news that a film of the
show’s rehearsal footage was on the way added
another layer of ambivalence. Awesome.
Creepy. But, for now, “Michael Jackson’s This Is
It’’ is the fierce last word on the matter. Jackson
had no apparent plans to phone, fax, text, or IM
it in.
The movie still arrives, screened for critics only
hours before opening, with an eerie taint. It
comes days before Halloween; its star, while far
from death at the time, a diminished version of
his electrifying self, his face a wan mask. Next
weekend, that popular chiller about the couple
in the haunted house won’t be the only
paranormal activity at the box office. Yet
watching Jackson pop, lock, rock, writhe, thrust,
and clutch his crotch, even at 50 percent, leaves
a feeling of woe: This show really would have
been major.
Over the summer news outlets ran some of the
footage - or footage very much like it. For a
movie audience, the question is whether an hour
and a half of the same will be any fun, especially
when so much of it is barely camera-phone
quality. The opening minutes seem doubtful.
Jackson chops, poses, and slides through
“Wanna Be Startin' Something.’’ He doesn’t
commit to any sort of vocal styling. And you can
see him thinking about how to work the song out.
Watching a great artist decide how to move
doesn’t seem much more exciting than watching
a waiter set a table: When’s dinner? That, of
course, is the terrible punch line of this entire
experience: This is it. So, instead, we devour even
Jackson’s lassitude. It’s our last supper. (Besides,
what waiter is going to serve you wearing a
tuxedo jacket with one sequined lapel and
shoulders that look like something from a Tim
Burton movie?)
Lest anyone get the morbid sense that the film is
a necrophiliac’s delight, Jackson often feels
vibrantly, reassuringly human. He sashays with
one of his female dancers at one point. He puts
the spotlight on his band and dancers, and his
perfectionism never approaches divadom. When
Jackson stands over the keyboard of the show’s

musical director, trying to coax a note out of him,
and says “I just want to hear it the way I wrote it,’’
what’s so funny is how little it is for him to ask. But
also, it’s a side of Jackson we never got to see.
His Peter Pan syndrome and his professionalism
truly coexist. He wants the show to be flawless. He
also wants every element of the experience to
appear to emanate from his every gesticulation.
He’s a life force. He’s the Wiz.
He’s also a man with too much integrity to let
anyone else call the shots. Indeed, the director of
the concert and this movie, Kenny Ortega, seems
more like a jolly personal assistant, repeatedly
telling Jackson how much he loves him. It’s the
sort of thing you expect to hear a fan blurt out as
a movie star accepts an award. Jackson
responds in kind: “I love you, too.’’
Ortega is a Hollywood veteran (he
choreographed “Dirty Dancing’’ and directed
the “High School Musical’’ franchise), and the
movie is a dutiful tribute to its star. The
crosscutting of footage isn’t seamless, but we get
a decent sense of how most of the numbers
would go. The crew filmed an inspired sequence
in which Jackson inserts himself into classic
Hollywood movies such as “Gilda’’ and “The Big
Sleep,’’ alongside Rita Hayworth and Humphrey
Bogart. The sequence is for “Smooth Criminal,’’
and it now has posthumous logic. Of course, a
legend plays with legends.
Clearly, Jackson expected just enough of himself
to aim for some high points, even in these runthroughs. He tells the dancers and crew begging
him to let go and really sing that he’s saving his
voice for the actual performances. But you get
the sense that he had to test how hard he could
push that complex instrument. So even as he
demurs when the band breaks out the gospel
tambourine at the end of a Jackson Five medley,
he still puts his foot into some of the songs. His
singing voice is rarely more beautifully acrobatic
than on the movie’s version of “Human Nature.’’
This all calls to mind the comeback concerts of
Jackson’s friend Liza Minnelli, who hit Broadway
last year at less than her best but was
determined to bring the house down every night.
There was no reason to think that Jackson
wouldn’t have accomplished the same thing.
Even if he didn’t manage to blow the crowds
away 50 times, he would have risked it all trying.
Research more about this American Black
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Entertainer and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today’s story is about
a Black businessman,
part of the
Underground Railroad
and Civil War Officer.
He had a lot of
obstacles in his way in
trying to help our
people but he never
gave up. Enjoy!
Remember – Our
people need help In
all parts of the United
Sates, it is my mission
to do them as much
as I can. - William
Dominick Marlon
Matthews
Today in our History –
October 29, 1862 Black troops under
Matthews’s command
fought and defeated
Confederate forces at
the Battle of Island
Mound in Bates
County, Missouri. This
battle is generally
recognized as the first known engagement that
black troops participated in during the Civil War.
William Dominick Matthews was a Civil War
officer in the Union Army and is best known for
leading the First Kansas Colored Volunteer
Infantry. Matthews was born a free man in
October 25th, 1827, on the eastern shore of
Maryland to parents who were interracially
married. His father Joseph was a native of
Delaware and of African ancestry. Matthews’s
mother was the bi-racial slave daughter of a
Frenchman, but she eventually gained her
freedom when her father passed away.
In 1840 thirteen-year-old Matthews moved to
Baltimore and labored as a sailor until he
acquired a commercial ship of his own in 1854,
which he sailed on both Chesapeake Bay and
the Potomac River. He left Maryland for
Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1856 because the

discriminatory laws in his home state made it
difficult for him to earn a living.
In Leavenworth, Matthews soon became a
successful businessman. He was also involved in
helping escaped slaves via the Underground
Railroad in that region of the nation. In 1860
Matthews converted his home into a station for
the railroad to help fugitive slaves escaping from
neighboring Missouri, Arkansas, and Indian
Territory. Because he had to worry about
retaliation by pro-slavery forces across the river in
Missouri, Matthews organized one hundred
mostly African American men to protect the
home when fugitive slaves were hiding there.
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Fanny raised four children. He became involved
in local politics and became an important figure
on the Kansas State Republican Central
Committee. Very little is known about Matthews
after 1870. In 1906 William Matthews passed
away quietly in Leavenworth, Kansas. Research
more about Blacks in the civil war and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

When the Civil War began in 1861, Matthew
attempted to offer his men to the national
government to fight in the Union Army, but they
were turned away because they were African
American. In 1862 U. S. Senator James H. Lane of
Kansas ignored federal regulations in regard to
African Americans in the federal army and
allowed black men to enlist in the war effort in
Kansas.
Matthews took this opportunity to establish his
own company of soldiers and convinced a
number of ex-slaves to enlist. He was soon made
captain of the First Kansas Colored Volunteer
Infantry, a regiment that soon totaled six hundred
men. Matthews was, at that point, the highestranking black officer in the Union Army. On
October 29, 1862, troops under Matthews’s
command fought and defeated Confederate
forces at the Battle of Island Mound in Bates
County, Missouri. This battle is generally
recognized as the first known engagement that
black troops participated in during the Civil War.
The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 signaled
the formal acceptance of black soldiers into the
United States Army. Unfortunately, Matthews was
stripped of his captain’s rank and replaced by a
white officer who was made captain of the First
Kansas Colored Infantry. Matthews served as a
non-commissioned officer with the First Kansas
Colored almost until the end of the war but was
finally promoted in 1865 to the rank of first
lieutenant in the Independent Colored Kansas
Battery, also known as the Independent Battery,
U.S. Colored Light Artillery. That unit was
commanded by another black Kansan, H. Ford
Douglas.
Matthews returned home to Leavenworth in
October 1865 after the Civil War. He and his wife

Today’s story is
of a Black
artist from
Alabama
whose work
would be
seen in a lot of
places around
the United
States. He had
fun in what he
did and loved
his art and
people
enjoying it.
Enjoy!
Remember – “Some folks feel that if your not from
a big city that you don’t have an expression and
story to tell” - Moses Ernest Tolliver
Today in our History - October 30, 2006 - Moses
Ernest Tolliver dies.
Moses Ernest Tolliver (July 4, 1918-20 – October 30,
2006) was an African American folk artist who
became disabled as an adult. He was known as
"Mose T", after the signature on his paintings,
signed with a backwards "s".
Celebrated folk artist Mose Ernest Tolliver was one
of the most well-known and well-regarded artists
to achieve fame in Alabama in what has come
to be known as the genre of Outsider Art. His
vibrant and colorful pieces often depicted fruits
and vegetables, animals, and people and were
always signed "Mose T" with a backward "s." His
style fluctuated between the simplistic and
pastoral to the abstract and erotic. His body of
work is represented in galleries in Atlanta,
Washington, D.C., and New York.

The exact year of his birth is unknown, but Mose
or Moses Tolliver was born in the Pike Road
Community near Montgomery on July 4 around
1920. His parents, Ike and Laney Tolliver, were
sharecroppers and had 12 children. He attended
school through the third grade until he and his
family moved to Macedonia, Pickens County.
Eventually, his parents found that they could no
longer afford the farming life and moved the
family to Montgomery in the 1930s.
Tolliver took on a number of odd jobs to help his
family financially. He tended gardens, painted
houses, and worked as a carpenter, plumber,
and handyman. In the 1940s, he married Willie
Mae Thomas, a native of Ramer and a childhood
friend. The couple had 13 children in all, but only
11 survived to adulthood. He continued working
odd jobs to support his family. Tolliver worked on
and off for the Carlton McLendon family for 25
years. In the 1960s, he was injured in an accident
at McLendon's Furniture Company, when a halfton crate of marble fell on him. He was left
unable to work and had to walk with crutches.
Several sources cite Tolliver's accident as the
impetus for his turn to art. Tolliver, however,
claimed that he painted well before the
accident. His initial works were made from tree
roots, which he sculpted and painted. Later, he
moved on to painting landscapes, a subject with
which, as a former farmer and gardener, he was
particularly familiar. The accident provided more
time for him to devote to his art. Tolliver also saw
paintings by McLendon's brother, Raymond,
which convinced him he could do just as well.
McLendon offered to pay for art lessons for
Tolliver, but he declined, opting to find his now
signature style on his own. Tolliver began selling
his art in the 1960s. He hung his finished pieces in
his front yard and sold them for a few dollars,
believing that the art is done when someone
buys it.
His works often feature brightly colored
watermelons and birds. His wife was also a
frequent subject, and he painted a number of
self-portraits, complete with crutches. Some of his
more popular paintings were his Moose Lady
pieces. The recurring Moose Lady figure is an
erotic figure of a woman with spread legs, which
is roughly based on an Egyptian piece that
Tolliver saw in a discarded book. The picture
featured a Ka, the Ancient Egyptian symbol for a
soul, ascending from a body with elongated

arms. Tolliver occasionally added a little of
himself into his erotic paintings, sometimes
attaching his own hair to them.
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Given his raw, self-taught style, Tolliver's paintings
fall into what is known as the Outsider Art genre.
He used house paint on cardboard, wood,
metal, Masonite, and even furniture and
frequently used bottle caps for mountings. He
often used solid colors in his backgrounds and
was partial to bright hues, such as red, yellow,
and orange. He was particularly fond of purple.
In 1981, the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts
mounted a one-man show of his work, but Tolliver
did not rise to national prominence until the
following year. His artwork was featured, along
with the work of fellow Alabama Outsider artist Bill
Traylor, at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. The show was titled "Black Folk
Art in America: 1930-1980." Some art critics and
historians believe that Traylor, who was
discovered after his death in 1947 in
Montgomery, was a significant influence on
Tolliver.
Tolliver's work has appeared at such renowned
institutions as the American Folk-Art Museum in
New York, the High Museum of Art in Atlanta, the
New Orleans Museum of Art, the Milwaukee Art
Museum, and the American Visionary Art
Museum in Baltimore. Tolliver and his artwork
were the subjects of two books: Mose T from A to
Z: The Folk Art of Mose Tolliver by Anton Haardt
and Mose T's Slapout Family Album by Robert Ely,
an English teacher, Montgomery native, and
friend of Tolliver's, who wrote poems to
accompany the paintings included in his book.
Tolliver's work has also appeared in books on
Outsider Art and African American art.
Early in his career, Tolliver sold his paintings for a
few dollars. Later, his prices depended on his
mood. Today, Mose T paintings sell for thousands
of dollars. By the 1980s, despite painting 10
pieces a day, Tolliver could not keep up with the
demand for his work. He hired his daughter Annie
Tolliver to duplicate his signature style and
subjects and even to sign his name to the
pictures. Later, she developed as an acclaimed
artist in her own right. Tolliver also encouraged his
other children to paint, and his sons Charlie and
Jimmy began painting in the early 1990s.

Tolliver died of pneumonia on Oct. 30, 2006, at
Baptist Medical Center East in Montgomery. His
wife, Willie Mae, preceded him in death in 1991.
Research more about Black artists and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!
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more than the game following his death this
week at the age of 86.
“The one thing that I think we all really realize
when we had the opportunity to meet Earl Lloyd
is that, more than a basketball player, he was a
great human being. He was a true gentleman,”
said Brian Hemphill, president of West Virginia
State University.
Lloyd played for West Virginia State in Kanawha
County beginning in 1947 when it was called
West Virginia State College. During his
sophomore year, the Yellow Jackets went 33-0.
He led State to two CIAA Conference and
Tournament Championships.
“The best teachers I ever had were those guys,”
Lloyd said of his State teams during a guest
appearance last year on MetroNews “Hotline.”
“They took care of me and I said, ‘Look, this is a
once in a lifetime shot, so you better do the best
you can.'”

Today’s story is a man who was a trailblazer
because he did what no other had done before
him. He was the first Black man to play in the NBA
and the sad thing about it a lot of basketball
players who are playing or watching the
professionals, college or High Schools never
heard of him.
The excuse is that basketball wasn’t as popular
back then as it is now but that is no excuse for
not knowing who paved the way for the rest.
Learn and enjoy and pass the story on.
Remember - "Here I am, a young black kid —
from kindergarten right through graduating from
college, I never had a white classmate. And
you're born and raised in the den of segregation;
you've been treated third-class all your life. So
you tend to believe that you're inferior. And
when you walk into a pro training camp ... the
first thing you ask yourself, very quietly, [is] 'Do I
belong here?' And at training camp, where it's
on, and you start scrimmaging these guys and
playing against them, you know — then the bulb
lights up, and tells you that you belong."- Earl “Big
Cat” Lloyd

His best got him to the NBA. Lloyd said he found
out the Washington Capitols had drafted him
from a classmate who stopped him on the
Institute campus to tell him that she’d heard it on
the radio.
“The NBA family has lost one of its patriarchs,”
Adam Silver, NBA commissioner, said in a
statement. “Earl Lloyd, the first African-American
to play in an NBA game, was as inspirational as
he was understated. He was known as a modest
gentleman who played the game with skill, class
and pride.”
Lloyd’s first 1950 game for the Washington
Capitals was scheduled ahead of those for
Sweetwater Clifton and Chuck Cooper, two
other black men who were drafted the same
year as Lloyd.
Lloyd later played for the Syracuse Nationals and
Detroit Pistons.
In addition to being the first black man to ever
play in an NBA game, he was the first black man
to win an NBA championship and the first black
man to be named an NBA assistant coach and
bench coach.

Today in our History – October 31, 1950 - Earl ‘Big
Cat’ Lloyd became the 1st African American to
play in an NBA game.

He returned to West Virginia State, his Alma
Mater, last year when the Earl Francis Lloyd
Lobby and a statue of him were unveiled at the
new West Virginia State University Convocation
Center.

Earl “Big Cat” Lloyd, who broke color barriers on
the basketball court, is being remembered for

“We had an opportunity to have him back on
campus last year and really acknowledge him

and thank him for all that he gave West Virginia
State, but also all that he gave for anyone that
he ever encountered,” Hemphill said.
Several NBA stars were part of the event. “They
all acknowledged and paid tribute to the person
who started it all, who opened the door for each
of them,” said Hemphill on Friday’s MetroNews
“Talkline.”
Research more about Black Basketball Athletes
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today in our History – November 1 – Walter
Payton dies from cancer.
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Former Chicago Bears running back Walter
Payton, the NFL's all-time rushing leader and a
man who ran with gritty determination and
defiance that belied his nickname "Sweetness,"
died from cancer of the bile duct.
Payton, looking shockingly frail and gaunt,
announced at an emotional news conference
Feb. 2 he was suffering from primary sclerosing
cholangitis, a rare liver disease he said at the
time could be cured only by a transplant.
But Greg Gores, a liver specialist at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minn., said today at a news
conference at Bears headquarters in Lake Forest,
Ill., that further evaluation of Payton's illness had
indicated "a diseased malignancy of the bile
duct."

NOVEMBER
Today’s story is
about a man who
could inspire you
and got the best out
of you in practice or
in a game. He
graduated in tiny
Jackson State
University but people
knew then he was
special. It always
wasn’t easy for him
until he had an
offense line. Then the
man turned in his
greatness. His personal story was sad as I
watched him maybe like some of you tell the
world that he had cancer and would die. He
broke down on the television and cried because
he didn’t want to die. He will always be
remembered because the NFL has a Man of The
Year trophy named after him. Enjoy the story!
Remember - “I am happy to say that everyone
that I have met in my life, I have gained
something from them; be it negative or positive, it
has enforced and reinforced my life in some
aspect.” - Walter Payton

Gores said Payton had undergone
chemotherapy and radiation treatment in recent
months in an attempt to stem the cancer. He
added that because of the "aggressive nature"
of the malignancy and its spread to other areas,
"a liver transplant was no longer viable. . . . He
made an informed decision regarding additional
therapy."
Surrounded by his wife, Connie, and two
children, Jarrett and Brittney, Payton died shortly
after noon at his home in Barrington, Ill., a suburb
of Chicago, the city he captivated with his onfield heroics for 13 seasons, including a Super
Bowl championship at the end of a 15-1 season
in 1985.
"He's the best football player I've ever seen. At all
positions, he's the best I've ever seen," said Mike
Ditka, who coached Payton for six of current
Saints coach's 11 years with the Bears, including
the 1985 Super Bowl season. "There are better
runners than Walter. But he's the best football
player I ever saw. To me, that's the ultimate
compliment."
In a career that began with a debut of minuseight yards in eight carries in the first game of his
rookie season,
Payton rushed for 16,726 yards, breaking the
record held by fellow Hall of Famer Jim Brown
and a record as revered in his sport as Hank
Aaron's 744 home runs in baseball.
Payton was named to the Hall of Fame in
January 1993 –– first year of eligibility – and was
believed to be a unanimous choice by selectors.

Payton, 5 feet 10 and 200 pounds, was an
awesome physical specimen who came into the
league in 1975 as the Bears' first-round choice out
of Jackson State in Mississippi, the fourth overall
pick that year. He finished fourth in the Heisman
Trophy voting in a year when Ohio State running
back Archie Griffin won it for the second straight
season. Payton got little support, mostly because
Jackson State, a predominately black school,
played a weaker Division I-AA schedule.
Payton gained 3,563 yards and scored 66
touchdowns over his college career and once
scored 46 points in a game. He led the nation in
scoring in 1973 with 160 points, and his 464 career
points were an NCAA record.
But that was merely a prelude to a remarkable
NFL career that ended in early 1988, when the
Washington Redskins knocked the Bears out of
the playoffs for the second straight season.
"My first year coaching with the Rams, we played
the Chicago Bears in the [NFC] championship
game, and I got to see first-hand what a great
player Walter Payton was," said Redskins Coach
Norv Turner. "He was obviously much, much more
than that – what a role model for anyone who
ever wanted to play in this league or anyone
who wanted to compete, and what a role model
on and off the field."
Payton was a driven athlete, a player who
conditioned himself for the rigors of the game by
running up steep hills in the offseason to the point
of total exhaustion. He had arms like anvils, the
thighs of Mr. Universe and an iron will. He missed
only one game because of injury in his entire
career when a coach, over Payton's protest,
rested him because of a sore ankle his rookie
season.
As a rookie, Payton started seven games and
rushed for 679 yards and seven touchdowns. The
next season, he had the first of what would be 10
1,000-yard seasons, rushing for 1,390 yards and 13
touchdowns.
In '77, only his third season in the league, Payton
won the first of two MVP awards with the most
productive season of his career. He rushed for
1,852 yards and 14 touchdowns, both career
highs. His 5.5 yards per carry also was the best of
his career.
In the Bears' Super Bowl season, Payton gained
1,551 yards and had nine rushing touchdowns
and also caught 49 passes, with two more for
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scores. In the Bears' 46-10 rout of the New
England Patriots in the Super Bowl, Payton didn't
score a touchdown, a sore point with him that
even caused Ditka to apologize to him afterward
for what he said was simply an oversight.
Payton retired after the 1987 season and
immediately launched himself into a successful
business career that included part ownership of
an Arena Football league team, several
restaurants and a number of other businesses.
When Payton was inducted into the Hall of Fame,
he asked 12-year-old Jarrett to be the first son to
present his father at the ceremonies in Canton,
Ohio. "Not only is he a great athlete, he's a role
model – he's my role model," said Jarrett, now a
running back at the University of Miami who
came home last Wednesday to be with his ailing
father.
Jarrett
Payton read
a brief
statement at
the news
conference
at Halas Hall
today,
thanking
well-wishers
from around
the world for
their support and encouragement as well as the
medical personnel who treated his father since
his illness was first diagnosed.
"These last 12 months have been extremely tough
for me and my family," he said. "We've also
learned about love and life."
NFL Commissioner Paul Tagliabue today called
Payton "one of the greatest players in the history
of the sport. . .. Walter was an inspiration in
everything he did. The tremendous grace and
dignity he displayed in his final months reminded
us again why 'Sweetness' was the perfect
nickname for Walter Payton."
Mike Singletary, a fearsome middle linebacker
who played with Payton from 1981 to '87, said
today he spent the weekend praying and
reading scripture with Payton and saw him again
Monday before he died.
"With all the greatest runs, the greatest moves I
saw from him, what I experienced was by far the
best of Walter Payton that I've seen," Singletary
said at Lake Forest. "As a football player, he was

really the first running back I ever met that I truly
respected in terms of how he prepared. . .. He
was the first running back I had ever seen that I
thought would be a great defensive player.
"His attitude toward life, you wanted to be
around him. If you were down, he would not let
you stay down. It was his duty to bring humor and
light to any situation. No matter how tough it was,
Walter could always make you feel great about
playing the game and playing for the Chicago
Bears. He was definitely a bright spot wherever
darkness appeared." Research more about this
great American Hero an share with your babies. I
will be speaking at Dacula High School about the
Blacks who served during WWI and how Blacks
on the home front lived. November 11, 2018 will
be the 100th Anniversary of the end of WWI. I
won't be able to respond to any posts. Make it a
champion day!

Today’s story is about a school of higher
education, some people believe today there is
no reason to go to college and spend all of that
money to have a degree in a field that you can’t
get a job or further that profession. I agree why
take something just to be taking it, it must serve a
purpose besides a place to party and extend
your high school foolishness. This school was one
of the top HBCU’s in the country until Blacks were
allowed to attend the bigger Intuitions around it. I
have had the honor of speaking to the students
on campus back in the day. Enjoy!
Remember – “Education is your ticket to the next
phase in your life, don’t sleep on it” - Fredrick
Douglass
Today in our History – November 2, 1894 –
Benedict College opens.
Located within walking distance of downtown
Columbia, South Carolina, Benedict College is a
private four-year, co-educational, liberal arts
college affiliated with the American Baptist
Churches, USA. Benedict College was founded in
1870 by Rhode Island native Mrs. Bathsheba
Benedict and the Baptist Home Mission. Its long-
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term goal was to educate emancipated African
Americans and produce citizens with "powers for
good in society." Originally called Benedict
Institute, on November 2, 1894, through a charter
granted by the South Carolina legislature, the
institution became a liberal arts college and
changed its name to Benedict College. From
1870 until 1930 Benedict was led by northern
white Baptist ministers, but in April 1930 Reverend
John J. Starks became the first African American
president of the college. Starks was a Benedict
alumnus, class of 1891.
Benedict College is currently one of the fastest
growing of the 39 United Negro College Fund
schools. Amongst the twenty independent
colleges in the state of South Carolina, Benedict
with 2,770 students, has the largest
undergraduate enrollment, and the second
largest enrollment overall. On two occasions
Money magazine has named Benedict among
the top seven Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCU's) nationally that offer the best
value in American education. Benedict College
has also been recognized by the Knight
Foundation for its "commitment to high standards
of quality in education" and for its "distinguished
record of providing educational opportunities to
African-American students."
Today, Benedict College offers courses in
business, government, social and health services,
public and private school instruction, and in the
civic, cultural, religious, and scientific fields.
According to a recent survey conducted by the
American Institute of Physics, Benedict ranks
second in the nation in producing African
American physics majors. Of the 2,700 students
attending Benedict during the 2008-2009
academic year, 97% attended full time, 55%
were from South Carolina, 69% lived in oncampus housing, and 3% were from outside the
United States. A recent count showed that the
balance between genders on campus was
almost precisely equal. During that same
academic year, Benedict had a total faculty of
158, 121 of whom taught full time. Research more
about other HBCU’s and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!
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particular the way in which Hill was treated by
U.S. Senators, Carol Moseley Braun upset
incumbent Senator Alan Dixon in the Illinois
Democratic Primary in 1992 and went on to
become the first female Senator elected from
Illinois and the first African American woman in
the U.S. Senate. During her term in the U.S. Senate
(1992-1998) Moseley Braun focused on education
issues. She served on the Senate Finance,
Banking and Judiciary Committee; the Small
Business Committee; and the Housing and Urban
Affairs Committee.
Today’s story coincides with the flavor of today,
which is the elections on this coming Tuesday, so I
hope that you have early voted or have plans to
vote on Tuesday. This young lady was born in
Chicago, Illinois, came up through the city’s
school system and graduated from the University
of Illinois. Worked for the people in many aspects
of government work and went on to become the
first female Senator elected from Illinois and the
first African American woman in the U.S. Senate.
Enjoy!
Remember - “It's not impossible for a woman - a
Black woman - to become President.” Carol
Moseley Braun
Today in our History – November 3, 1992 - Carol
Moseley Braun, the first African American woman
to be elected to the U.S. Senate.
Carol Moseley Braun, the first African American
woman to be elected to the U.S. Senate, was
born in Chicago, Illinois on August 16, 1947. She
attended the Chicago Public Schools and
received a degree from the University of Illinois in
1969. She earned her degree from the University
of Chicago Law School in 1972.
Moseley Braun served as assistant prosecutor in
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago from 1972 to
1978. In the latter year she was elected to the
Illinois House of Representatives and served in
that body for ten years. During her tenure
Moseley Braun made educational reform a
priority. She also became the first African
American assistant majority leader in the history
of the Illinois legislature. Moseley Braun returned
to Chicago in 1988 to serve as Cook County
Recorder of Deeds.
Capitalizing on the public furor over the
Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill controversy and in

In 1998, Moseley Braun was defeated for reelection in a campaign marred by allegations of
illegal campaign donations during her 1992
campaign, although she was never formally
charged with misconduct. Moseley Braun was
also hurt by her business ties to Nigerian dictator
Sami Abacha. After her 1998 defeat President Bill
Clinton nominated Moseley Braun to the post of
U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand and Samoa, a
post she held until 2001.
Late in 2003 Moseley Braun announced her
candidacy for the Democratic Nomination for
President. However, she failed to attract financial
support and withdrew from the race on January
14, 2004.
After teaching briefly at Morris Brown College in
Atlanta, Georgia, Moseley Braun returned to
Chicago where she now lives. Research more
about black female political figures and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is
about the first
Black man to sit as
Governor in one
of the U.S. States.
This man was from
Macon, GA. but
found his way to
the streets of New
Orleans and to
fame. Just like
Revered S.
Howard Woodson
who sat in as
Governor of New
Jersey when as Lt. Governor the circumstances
were right. This Black leader of reconstruction,

civil rights, homeland defense and business. Will
always be remembered as the first to sit as a
Black Governor. Enjoy!
Remember – “A large number of white people
feel just as sad as we do, but unfortunately for
them, they dare not come out and express their
opinion. They are ground down in a slavery worse
than ours. They are slaves to a mistaken public
opinion.” - P. B. S. Pinchback
Today in our History – November 4, 1872 Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback was elected
congressman at large from Louisiana.
Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback was born on
May 10, 1837 to parents William Pinchback, a
successful Virginia planter, and Eliza Stewart, his
former slave. The younger Pinchback was born in
Macon, Georgia during the family’s move from
Virginia to their new home in Holmes County,
Mississippi. In Mississippi, young Pinchback grew
up in comfortable surroundings on a large
plantation.
At the age of nine, he and his older brother,
Napoleon, were sent by his parents to Ohio to
receive a formal education at Cincinnati’s
Gilmore School. Pinchback’s education was cut
short, however, when he returned to Mississippi in
1848 because his father had become seriously ill.
When his father died shortly after his return, his
mother fled to Cincinnati with her children for
fear of being re-enslaved in Mississippi. Shortly
thereafter, Napoleon became mentally ill,
leaving 12-year-old Pinckney as sole-provider for
his mother and four siblings.
Pinchback found work as a cabin boy on a
canal boat and worked his way up to become a
steward on the riverboats which ran the Ohio,
Mississippi, and Red Rivers. He was taken under
the wing of professional gamblers who worked
the riverboats, and soon became a skilled
swindler himself. During these years, he sent as
much money as possible to Cincinnati to help
support his mother and his siblings. In 1860 when
he was 23, Pinchback married Nina Hawthorne, a
16-year-old from Memphis, Tennessee with whom
he would have four children. When the Civil War
began the following year, Pinchback ran the
Confederate blockade on the Mississippi River to
reach Union-occupied New Orleans, Louisiana
where he raised a company of black volunteers
to fight for the North. In 1863, after being passed
over for promotion a number of times, Pinchback
resigned from service.
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At the close of the war, he moved his family to
Alabama to test out their new freedom. After
encountering dreadful levels of prejudice in
Alabama, Pinchback moved his family to New
Orleans.
Upon settling in New Orleans, Pinchback
organized the Fourth Ward Republican Club, and
was a member of the delegation that
established a new constitution for the state of
Louisiana in 1868. Later that year, he was elected
to the Louisiana State Senate, and subsequently
became the institution’s president pro tempore.
In 1871, the Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana,
Oscar Dunn, died of pneumonia and Pinchback
was chosen by the state senate to succeed
Dunn. He served as lieutenant governor until the
winter of 1872 when impeachment proceedings
were initiated against Governor Henry Clay
Warmouth. From December 9, 1872, to January
13, 1873 Pinchback served as acting governor of
Louisiana, making him the first person of African
descent to serve as governor of any state.
Before ascending to the office of governor,
Pinchback had run for both a U.S Senate seat
and a seat in the U.S. Congress simultaneously in
1872. He won both contests but was barred from
taking his congressional post when his opponent
contested the election and was awarded the
position. Pinchback was denied his seat in the
senate as well as a result of charges of election
fraud.
In 1887, at age 50, Pinchback decided to
embark on a new career and entered law school
at New Orleans’ Straight College, where he
graduated in 1889. He moved his family to New
York City, New York in the 1890s where he served
as U.S. Marshall from 1892 to 1895, before
relocating again to Washington, D.C. Pinchback
remained in Washington and was active in
politics until his death on December 21, 1921.
Research more about blacks in politics and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is
about one of the
great female
pioneers of
entertainment. She
was so focused that
she raised her
children as a single
parent and still
finished her college
which is tough during
any era but in the
30’s was hard. Both
Hollywood and New York Theater was honored
with her talents, she mentored young black
women, was a civil rights advocate and spent
time in countries in Africa. She was the first Black
Female entertainer to perform at the White
House and lived to the age of 102. Enjoy!
Remember – “I would not accept that my talents
were not going to be seen because I was black, I
got most of what I sat out for and I am at peace”
– Etta Moten Barnett
Today in our History – November 5, 1901 – Etta
Moten Barnett was born.
Etta Moten Barnett, singer, actress, civic activist
and humanitarian, was born Nov. 5, 1901 to Rev.
Freeman F. Moten and Ida Norman Moten in
Weimar, Texas. As the daughter of an African
Methodist Episcopal minister and a
schoolteacher, the church and education were
central to Etta Moten Barnett’s upbringing. As
early as 10 years old, Barnett instructed Sunday
school in her father’s church and performed in
the church choir. Barnett was educated at Paul
Quinn College’s secondary school for children in
Waco, Texas, where she had received a full
scholarship in singing. When her father was
transferred to a church in Los Angeles in 1914,
Barnett attended school there for two years. The
family then moved to Kansas City, Kan., and she
went to high school at Western University (a high
school and junior college combined) in
Quindaro, Kan.
At age 17, while attending Western University,
Etta met and married Lieutenant Curtis Brooks – a
former teacher – and moved to Oklahoma.
Together she and Brooks had three daughters:
Sue, Gladys and Etta Vee. After six of years of
marriage, they divorced and she and her
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children returned to Kansas. Upon her return,
Barnett enrolled in the University of Kansas. With
her parents’ help raising her daughters, Barnett
studied voice and drama and spent her summers
touring with Jackson Jubilee Singers, a popular
gospel group in Kansas, to pay her way through
school. She also hosted a university radio
program, where she sang gospel and popular
music, and formed a quartet similar to the
Jubilee Singers, which also performed on the
university radio station.
Barnett received a bachelor of fine arts degree
in 1931. Following graduation, Barnett joined the
Eva Jessye Choir of New York. She also appeared
on the professional stage in the Fast and Furious ,
an all-black musical revue written by Zora Neale
Hurston, and another musical called Zombie .
Zombie played in New York for two months, then
toured to Chicago and California. Among
Barnett’s other Broadway credits are Sugar Hill
and Lysistrata.
When Zombie closed in California in 1932, Barnett
decided to audition for film roles in Hollywood.
However, at this time, because few parts were
available to African American actresses, she
found work dubbing vocals for Barbara Stanwyck
in Ladies of the House (1932) and Ginger Rogers
in Professional Sweetheart (1933). Finally, in 1933,
Barnett received her first on-screen part singing
“My Forgotten Man” in The Gold Diggers of 1933.
From this film appearance, Barnett won national
acclaim for her musical talent, received
invitations for lectures and concerts, and in 1934
was invited by Eleanor Roosevelt to sing “My
Forgotten Man” at a birthday celebration for
President Franklin D. Roosevelt—becoming the
first African American woman to perform at the
White House.
Barnett was also offered another on-screen
singing role in Flying Down to Rio (1933) with Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers. In this role, she
appeared as a Brazilian singer and sang “The
Carioca,” which was nominated for an
Academy Award for best song.
In 1934 she married Claude Barnett, founder and
director of the Associated Negro Press. She met
Barnett in Chicago in 1931 on her way to New
York City. Once married, Etta and her three
daughters, who had remained in Kansas City with
her parents, moved to Chicago to live with
Claude. Her daughters eventually changed their
surname and were adopted by Barnett. Etta and

Claude remained married until his death in 1967.
In 1942 Barnett returned to New York to play the
part of Bess in George Gershwin’s opera, Porgy
and Bess. Gershwin reportedly wrote the role of
Bess with Barnett in mind, but when offered the
role Barnett graciously declined the part
because it required a soprano. Finally, seven
years after the opera’s rather inauspicious
Broadway debut in 1935, Barnett agreed to take
the role in a 1942 revival. With Barnett in the role
of Bess, the opera gained critical and
commercial acclaim. It ran for one year on
Broadway and then toured throughout the
United States and Canada until 1945.
In addition to her accomplishments in Hollywood
and on the Broadway stage, she hosted her own
radio shows, “Etta Moten Sings,” “Etta Moten –
with Music and Conversation” and “I Remember
When;” performed with the Duke Ellington
Orchestra, the New York Philharmonic and the
Chicago Symphony; was a soloist on Meredith
Wilson’s radio show, “Carefree Karnival;” and
served as community relations director for
Chicago station WNUS.
Barnett’s influence was not limited to the artistic
sphere; she also devoted considerable time to
civic affairs, such as the African American
Institute (AAI), the Chicago Council on Foreign
Relations, the Chicago Lyric Opera, the DuSable
Museum, the Field Museum, the South Side
Community Art Center, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, the
National Conference of Christians and Jews and
the National Council for Community Services to
International Visitors. She was active in women’s
issues as a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorority, the Links, the National Council of Negro
Women, the Women’s Board of the University of
Chicago and the Women’s Board of the
Chicago Urban League. She was also involved in
the International Women’s Year and United
Nations Decade for Women World Conference
activities and events throughout the 1970s and
1980s.
Along with her husband, Barnett supported
African independence and progress. Together
they traveled many times to Africa, often as part
of official United States delegations to
independence ceremonies and presidential
inaugurations for Ghana, Nigeria, Zambia and
Lusaka. In 1958, along with her husband, Barnett
attended the All African People’s Conference.
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She was present at the All African Women’s
Conference in 1960. Barnett participated in the
Delta International of the Diaspora, a Delta
Sigma Theta program to study the lives of people
of African descent throughout the world and
represented the AAI as part of the women’s task
force in Africa. In 1988 she received a citation
from AAI recognizing her many years of service
to Africa.
From the Barnetts’ visits to Africa, they amassed
an impressive private African art collection.
According to one Chicago Tribune reporter, who
toured Barnett’s home in the 1990s, “Africa is far
more evident than Broadway or Hollywood. In
every one of Moten’s 14 rooms, the decor is
punctuated with masks and sculptures, ivory and
good-luck charms from Benin to Zimbabwe.”
In addition to her AAI citation, Barnett received a
citation of merit from the University of Kansas in
1943; a citation for service from the National
Association of Business and Professional Women
in 1958; a citation in recognition for contributions
to Afro-American Music from Atlanta University in
1973; and a 1974 citation from WAIT for her
contributions to the City of Chicago. In 1979 she
was inducted into the Black Filmmakers Hall of
Fame. She also was the recipient of a Living
Legend Award from the National Black Arts
Festival, the Order of Lincoln Medallion from the
state of Illinois and a host of honorary degrees
(Atlanta University in 1976, Spelman College in
1983, University of Illinois in 1987, and Lincoln
University in Pennsylvania and North Carolina
Central University, both in 1989).
She considered her 100th birthday (attended by
Harry Belafonte, Studs Terkel, and about 400
others) as her life's high-water mark so no
elaborate funeral arrangements were made. She
suggested that donations could be given to
Chicago's Second Presbyterian Church
Restoration Fund.
After a protracted struggle with pancreatic
cancer, Barnett died on Jan. 2, 2004, at the age
of 102. Research more about Black female
entertainers and share with your babies. Mak eit
a champion day!

Today’s story is
about a man
who we should
know about
and one of the
most basic
black theme
songs that was
introduced to
you when you
were young, in
school or
church. Some of
you may have
never heard the
song but that is
alright. He was a composer, diplomat, social
critic and civil rights activist. He started a
newspaper and studied law but when asked to
compose a song for the late United States
President Abraham Lincoln that is where his fame
came from as the Father of Negro National
Anthem. Enjoy!
Remember – “I was hoping that this song would
be sung by every black man woman and child
and never forgotten in order that they would be
proud of their race” - James Weldon Johnson
Today in our History – November 6, 1900 - James
Weldon Johnson composed the song “Life Ev’ry
Voice & Sing.”
James Weldon Johnson, composer, diplomat,
social critic, and civil rights activist was born of
Bahamian immigrant parents in Jacksonville,
Florida on June 17, 1871. Instilled with the value of
education by his father, James, a waiter, and
teacher-mother, Helen, Johnson excelled at the
Stanton School in Jacksonville. In 1889 he entered
Atlanta University in Georgia, graduating in 1894.
In 1896, Johnson began to study law in Thomas
Ledwith’s law office in Jacksonville, Florida. In
1898, Ledwith considered Johnson ready to take
the Florida bar exam. After a grueling two-hour
exam, Johnson was given a pass and admitted
to the bar. One examiner expressed his anguish
by bolting from the room and stating “Well, I
can’t forget he’s a nigger; and I’ll be damned if
I’ll stay here to see him admitted.” In 1898,
Johnson became one of only a handful of black
attorneys in the state.
Johnson, however, did not practice law. Instead
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he became principal at the Stanton School in
Jacksonville where he improved the curriculum
and added ninth and tenth grades.
Johnson also started the first black newspaper,
the Daily American, in Jacksonville. With his
brother Rosamond, who had been trained at the
New England Conservatory of Music in
Massachusetts, James W. Johnson’s interests
turned to songwriting for Broadway.
Rosamond and James migrated to New York in
1902 and soon were earning over twelve
thousand dollars a year by selling their songs to
Broadway performers. Upon a return trip to
Florida in 1900, the brothers were asked to write a
celebratory song in honor of Abraham Lincoln’s
birthday. The product, a poem set to music,
became “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” now known
as the Negro National Anthem.
In 1906, Johnson became United States consul to
Puerto Cabello in Venezuela. While in the foreign
service he met his future wife, Grace Nail,
daughter of the influential black New York city
real estate speculator, John E. Nail. The couple’s
first year was spent in Corinto, Nicaragua,
Johnson’s new diplomatic post.
While in the diplomatic service, Johnson had
begun to write his most famous literary work, The
Autobiography of An Ex-Colored Man. This novel,
published in 1912, became a work of note during
the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s. In 1914
Johnson became an editor for the New York
Age. He soon gained notoriety when W.E.B.
DuBois published Johnson’s critique of D.W.
Griffith’s The Birth of a Nation in the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) publication The Crisis.
In 1916, Johnson became Field Secretary for the
NAACP and dramatically increased NAACP
membership and the number of branches. In
1917 he organized the famous “Silent March”
down 5th Avenue to protest racial violence and
lynching. The march, which numbered
approximately ten thousand participants, was
the largest protest organized by African
Americans to that point. Johnson's participation
in the campaign against lynching continued for
the next two decades.
Although he was a nationally recognized civil
rights leader, Johnson continued to write and
critique poetry in a column for the New York Age.
His “Poetry Corner” column, published in 1922 as

The Book of American Negro Poetry, became an
important contribution to the emerging Harlem
Renaissance particularly because of its inclusion
of Claude McKay’s “If We Must Die.” Johnson's
other Harlem Renaissance contributions included
The Book of American Negro Spirituals (1925),
God’s Trombones (1927), and Seven Negro
Sermons in Verse (1927).
In 1930 Johnson published Black Manhattan, a
Social History of Black New York, and three years
later (in 1933) his autobiography, Along This Way,
appeared.
Johnson resigned from the NAACP in 1930 and
accepted a faculty position in creative writing
and literature at Fisk University. He maintained an
active life in teaching and public speaking until
he died in an automobile accident in Maine in
1938. Research more about black artists and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

I hope that you had an opportunity to vote and if
you didn’t shame on you. Today’s story is about a
man who hails from Trenton, NJ and rose up to
become New York City’s 1st Black Mayor, Enjoy!
Remember – “The sign on my city says, “Trenton
Make the World Takes” and I am here NY” Mayor David Dinkins
Today in our History – November 7, 1989 - David
Dinkins becomes NYC’s first black mayor.
In 1989, David N. Dinkins defeated his challenger,
former federal prosecutor Rudolph (Rudy)
Giuliani, to become the first African American
mayor of New York City.
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David Norman
Dinkins was
born in
Trenton, New
Jersey in 1927.
After
graduating
from high
school, he
enlisted in the
Marine Corps
at 18 and
served briefly
in World War II.
After the war,
he attended
Howard
University,
graduating with a B.A. in Mathematics in 1950.
Dinkins moved to New York City and received a
law degree from the Brooklyn Law School in 1956.
Dinkins is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.
David Dinkins’s political career began when he
joined the Carver Club headed by a charismatic
politician, J. Raymond Jones who was known as
the Harlem Fox. Dinkins befriended three up and
coming black New York politicians; Charles
Rangel, Basil Paterson, Sr., and Percy Sutton.
In 1965, Dinkins won his first electoral office, a
seat in the New York State Assembly. Shortly
afterwards Dinkins was offered the position of
deputy mayor of New York by then Mayor
Abraham Beam. Dinkins could not accept the
post when it was revealed he had not paid
income taxes for the past four years.
Dinkins did manage to secure the position of city
clerk for New York which he held from 1975 to
1985. On his third run for the office, Dinkins was
elected Manhattan’s Borough President in 1985.
In 1989, Dinkins decided to run for Mayor of New
York. He surprised political observers by defeating
three-time incumbent Mayor Ed Koch in the
Democratic primaries. Despite facing a strong
Republican challenger in former federal
prosecutor Rudolph Giuliani, Dinkins narrowly won
the mayor’s race.
Dinkins presided over a city well known for its
municipal crises. His term, however, was
particularly turbulent because an
unprecedented crack epidemic and the
resulting drug wars swept through the city.
Especially affected were the impoverished

African American and Puerto Rican
neighborhoods that formed the core of Dinkins’s
constituency. The crack epidemic also spawned
a crime wave that exacerbated racial tensions.
Two episodes particularly tested the Mayor’s
ability to be an effective municipal leader. In
1989, shortly after Dinkins took office, a young
white woman was allegedly raped and
brutalized by marauding black youth in Central
Park. Months later a black teenager was
murdered when he ventured into a white ethnic
Brooklyn neighborhood. In both episodes Dinkins
calmed racial tensions and earned an image as
a peacemaker. Although Dinkins presided over a
decrease in crime in the city, balanced the city
budget by turning a $1.8 billion dollar deficit into
a $200 million surplus, and maintained racial
peace after the Rodney King verdict sparked
rioting in a number of cities across the nation, he
never completely shed his image as an
ineffective political leader. The 1993 election
proved a political rematch of 1989. This time,
however, Rudolph Giuliani narrowly defeated
David Dinkins for the Mayor’s office.
Former Mayor Dinkins accepted a professorship
at Columbia University’s Center for Urban
Research and Policy in 1994. Although he has
endorsed various political candidates and
clashed with fellow New Yorker and Presidential
aspirant Al Shapton, Dinkins has not sought
elective office. Research more about Black
males in politics and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is about a person who loved to
dance. She loved it so much she began
teaching dance at the age nine. She went to
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high school and attended one of the best dance
schools in the nation. The rest is history as they
say. Enjoy!
Remember - “Many people love to dance in
clubs and in houses and that is fine but when I
think of dance, I think of flying and controlling
one’s body to a point that you can express any
feeling.” - Syvilla Fort
Today in our History – November 8, 1975 – Syvilla
Fort died.
Syvilla Fort, born on July 3, 1917 in Seattle, was a
professional dancer in the 1930s and early 1940s
and prominent dance instructor in New York City
for three decades between 1948 and 1975. Her
dance style, which combined African,
Caribbean, and American rhythms, influenced
hundreds of professional dancers and actors.
Fort began studying ballet when she was three
years old but was denied admission to several
Seattle ballet schools because of her race.
Forced to learn at home in private lessons, she
soon excelled in dance and at age nine began
to teach modern dance, tap, and ballet to the
neighborhood kids.
In 1932 she graduated from high school and
entered the Cornish School of Allied Arts in
Seattle, becoming its first African American
student. At Cornish she met John Cage, an
American composer, who had Fort perform some
of his first compositions. They continued this
collaboration through her years at Cornish.
In 1937 Fort relocated to Los Angeles to begin her
professional career. There she met dancer
Katherine Dunham. Fort later joined Dunham’s
dance company in Chicago. While with
Dunham’s company, Fort injured her knee which
ended her professional dance career
prematurely in 1945. In 1948 Fort was appointed
chief administrator and dance teacher at the
Katherine Dunham School of Dance in New York.
Fort retained that position until 1954 when the
school closed due to financial problems.
Soon afterwards Fort and her husband, Buddy
Philips, opened a dance studio in New York City
on West 44th Street. It was here that Fort
developed her Afro-Modern technique, which
combined the modern styles of dance, learned
from the Dunham School, with the techniques
she had acquired at Cornish. Fort’s school
became popular among aspiring actors and had
a number of students who went on to illustrious

careers including Marlon Brando, James Dean,
Jane Fonda, and James Earl Jones. Fort was also
a part time Professor of Physical Education at
Columbia University’s Teachers College between
1954 and 1967.
Fort’s dance studio thrived until she was
diagnosed with breast cancer in 1975. The
cancer spread rapidly and she died on
November 8, 1975. Just days before her death,
Syvilla Fort attended a concert in her honor
organized by the Black Theater Alliance.
Research more about black dance and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is
about one of the
greatest
Professional
Baseball players
during his era. He
tunned down an
opportunity to
Play baseball at
17 years and
instead went to
college. He
ensured himself to
being a top
prospect by
starting and
playing baseball
and basketball
which was the first for his college. He chooses
baseball with the St. Louis Cardinals but also
played with the Harlem Globetrotters to support
his income. I saw him pitch when the Cardinals
came to Philly to play the Phillies. I remember the
1961 all-star game with Mays, Aaron and
Clemente in the field and Gibson on the mound.
What a game. Enjoy!
Remember - Why do I have to be an example for
your kid? You be an example for your own kid. Bob Gibson
Today in our History – November 9, 1935 – Robert
“BOB” Gibson was born.
Famous Major League baseball pitcher Robert
“Bob” Gibson was Pack and Victoria Gibson’s
seventh child born November 9, 1935 in Omaha,
Nebraska. Pack died three months before Bob
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Gibson was born. Young Gibson suffered with
asthma, pneumonia, rickets, hay fever, and a
rheumatic heart. He and his family lived in a fourbedroom dilapidated frame house in North
Omaha and later moved to a segregated
government housing project.
By high school Gibson had overcome most of his
childhood illnesses and become a multisport
athlete at Omaha Technical High School. By his
senior year, however, he concentrated on
baseball, and in 1952 the Kansas City (Missouri)
Monarchs attempted to sign the seventeen-yearold. When he graduated one year later the St.
Louis Cardinals attempted to sign him to a minor
league contract. He declined, opting to attend
Creighton University in Omaha which extended
him a scholarship to play basketball. He would
become Creighton’s first African American
athlete to play both varsity basketball and
baseball.
Gibson joined the St. Louis Cardinals Triple-A farm
club as a pitcher in 1957, signing a contract for
$3,000 with a $1,000 signing bonus. In the
offseason, he played for the Harlem
Globetrotters, earning another $4,000 annually. In
1958 Gibson signed a contract with the Cardinals
which doubled his salary and eliminated his need
to play for the Globetrotters.
The next three years, until mid 1961, he would
spend with the Redbird farm system in Columbus,
Georgia.
He finished in the majors that year with 12 wins
and 13 losses and struck out 166 batters. He
remained with the Cardinals in the Major League
from 1962 to 1972 and ranked amongst the best
of all major league pitchers. His most notable
year was 1968, when he won 22 of the 31 games
he appeared in, threw for 305 innings, had 13
shut outs, and struck out a league-leading 268
batters. He finished the season with a record
breaking 1.12 ERA for a pitcher throwing for over
300 innings.
Gibson’s achievements would earn him both the
prestigious Cy Young Award and Most Valuable
Player of the Year Award.
Although his career had slowed by 1971, due to
various injuries, he continued to play until his
retirement in 1975. Six years later in 1981, he was
a near unanimous choice for the National
Baseball Hall of Fame. Gibson finished his career
having pitched in 528 games with 251 wins, 174

losses, 56 shutouts, 3,117 strikeouts, and career
average 2.91 ERA.
After retirement, Gibson served as pitching
coach to the New York Mets in 1981, and with
the Atlanta Braves from 1982 to 1984. He returned
to the Cardinals organization in 1994 as assistant
coach to Manager Joe Torre. In between, he
served as a radio announcer for the St. Louis
Cardinals, ran a restaurant, served as chair of the
board of a St. Louis bank and owned interest in a
St. Louis radio station. Research more about
black baseball players and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s Story is
about
something that
generation x,
the millennials
and especially
generation z
doesn’t
remember. The
greatest
generation
and us baby
boomers, this
was new to us
and many of us still do not like to use it. It is a
device that the military and business embraced
as a form of modern communication. You will see
that it was a black man that invented this
technology. Learn and enjoy!
Remember – “I didn’t know how the world would
take it but it seemed logical to me” - Benjamin
Thornton
Today in our History – November 10, 1931Benjamin Thornton received a patent for an
Apparatus for Automatically recording Phone
messages.
The answering machine is arguably the greatest
asset to modern communication of the last
century. While the telephone was important, one
would have to be near it in order to receive and
send vital messages. The answering machine
changed all of that. With this incredible invention,
you could receive communications regardless of
whether you took the call firsthand or not, and
information could be distributed far more
effectively. It is almost inconceivable to imagine
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a world without answering machines. We have
all experienced the elation of good news, or the
heartbreak of a breakup message. And all of this
positivity comes down to the invention, an
African American inventor who literally changed
the way in which we communicate.
It was 1935, and the telephone had changed the
way in which people communicated, did
business, and thought about the world. There was
one major shortcoming though – telephone
owners would have to wait around for calls, and
missed calls were permanently lost. Benjamin
Thornton recognized this problem and patented
a recording system that allowed people to leave
the kind of messages that we all do to this very
day. Thanks to the inclusion of a recording
device, the caller could leave a message for the
phone owner, who could then play the message
back, return a call, or jot down the information. It
was really a revolution. But Thornton wasn’t done
yet.
The etiquette around leaving voice messages
had not been developed, and novice phone
owners often forgot to give complete messages
in their haste and excitement. For example, an
urgent message could be left, but if the speaker
did not include a time or date, the urgency
would be lost, and the message would be
rendered ineffective. To stop this from
happening, Thornton included a clock
mechanism that would alert people to the time
that the missed call was made, and the message
left. The test of invention is in the ability to endure,
and the contribution of Thornton is the epitome
of this quality. This is a phenomenal concept that
we would never survive without. Thank you
Benjamin Thornton!
When you do a search on who invented the
automatic answering machine usually the names
of Willy Muller or Mueller and Benjamin Thornton
come up.
This device used to record phone messages while
the receiver remains on the telephone has been
referred as an ansafone, an answerphone, or just
simply the automatic telephone answering
device.
To confuse matters just a little more about who
invented the answering machine we find the
following pictures on a site called Recording

History with this information to support the
possibility that Thomas Alva Edison should receive
credit for the invention.
"Edison recognized the need right away,
developing a technology designed for
telephone recording in 1877, merely months later
than the announcement of the telephone in
1876. Unfortunately, his first telephone recorder
did not work, but fortunately it could be used for
other purposes. He called it the phonograph. "
Then in 1900 a Danish inventor named Valdemar
Poulson invented the telegraphone. It worked in
recording phone messages but not
automatically. Edison answered back (no pun
intended) in 1914 with a gadget called the
Telescribe. Then in the 1920's several inventors
worked on wax cylinder concepts including
Truman Steven who patented what could be
considered legitimate answering machines.
In 1935 Willy Mueller a Swiss inventor
commercialized an innovative invention to
replace the old technology used in telephone
recording devices. His answering machine was
based on clock technology and could both
record and send messages. It was however a
huge device standing 3 feet in height.
Meanwhile in the US Benjamin Thornton makes his
contribution in 1936. Ipsophon was introduced in
1936 and worked on a magnetic tape concept.
This was the Benjamin Thornton contribution.
Thornton's patents for the answering machine
• 1931 patent # 1831331 - apparatus for
automatically recording phone messages
• 1932 patent # 1843849 - apparatus for
automatically transmitting messages over a
telephone line
Research more about black Inventors and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is one of the greatest watermarks in
our History November 11, 1918. The day the guns
fell silent on the Western Front in Europe and “The
War to end all wars was over”. On 11 November
1918 at 1100, the armistice between the Allies
and Central Powers went into effect or did it?
My great grandfather from Houston County, GA.
served in the 92nd Division which was all black
and while returning home from Europe in
February 1919 he stopped in a tavern in
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Valdosta,
GA and was
lynched with
his uniform
on. Not that
uncommon
for the time,
during the
summer and
fall of 1919,
anti-black
race riots
erupted in
ninety-six
cities across
America. The lynching of blacks also increased
from two hundred and eight in 1918 to seven
hundred and seven in 1919. (Many say there
were more)
At least two hundred and seventy of those
victims were war veterans, and some were
lynched while in uniform. Today’s story is about
the most famous the 396th U.S. Infantry “Hell
Fighters” Band and the band leader James
Reese Europe. Enjoy!
Remember – “I have come from France more
firmly convinced than ever that Negros should
write Negro music. We have our own racial
feeling and if we try to copy whites we will make
bad copies…We won France by playing music
which was ours and not a pale imitation of
others, and if we are to develop in America we
must develop along our own lines.” - James
Reese Europe
Today in our History – November 11, 1918 – World
War I Ends (Armistice Day)
James Reese Europe, one of the first African
Americans to record music in the United States,
was born on February 22, 1881 in Mobile,
Alabama to Henry and Lorraine Europe. When he
was ten, his family moved to Washington D.C.
where he began to study violin with Enrico Hurlei,
the assistant director of the Marine Corps Band.
In 1904, Reese moved to New York to continue
his musical studies.
In 1910, Europe founded one of the most wellknown African American organizations during
that time, The Clef Club, a part union and part
fraternal organization which owned a building on
West 53rd Street. Europe was the Clef Club's first
elected president as well as the conductor of its
symphony orchestra. The Clef Club Orchestra

appeared at Carnegie Hall for the first time on
May 2, 1912 and later in 1913 and 1914.
The Carnegie Hall concerts gave the Clef Club
Orchestra respectability in upper class circles and
as a result, they were engaged to play at many
of the most elite functions in New York, London
(UK), Paris (France), and on yachts traveling
worldwide. The Orchestra generated over
$100,000 in bookings during the period. In 1913
Europe also made the first of a series of
phonograph records for the Victor Talking
Machine Company.
At the beginning of World War 1, Reese joined
New York Army National Guard as a private but
shortly after passing the officer’s exam was
commissioned as a Lieutenant. He was assigned
to the all-black 369th U.S. Infantry Regiment.
When his musical background became known
he was asked by his commanding officer,
Colonel William Hayward, to form a military band
as part of his combat unit. Hayward told Europe
to get musicians wherever he could, and Reese
did just that.
Europe knew that it would be difficult to
convince musicians in New York to enlist in the
military to play music, so he went as far as
traveling to Puerto Rico to recruit the needed
musicians for his band. His band became known
as the 396th U.S. Infantry “Hell Fighters” Band.
The Hell Fighters Band entertained troops and
citizens in every city they visited and was
received with great enthusiasm. He was sent
from the front to lead his band at an Allied
conference in Paris where they were only
supposed to play one concert. The crowd’s
reaction was so great that both American and
French officials asked them to stay to perform for
eight more weeks.
Europe and his band returned to New York on
February 12, 1919. Soon after, they began a tour
of American cities and started recording their
songs in the studio. Through his music, Europe
brought ragtime out of the bordellos and juke
joints into mainstream society and elevated
African American music into an accepted art
form. He was a household name in New York's
music world and on the dance scene
nationwide.
On the final performance of the band’s
American tour, Herbert Wright, one of the
“percussion twins,” became angered with

Europe and attacked him with a knife during
intermission. Europe did not survive the attack
and Europe was buried with military honors at
Arlington National Cemetery. Research more
about blacks during WWI and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

361

Today’s story is about a
family and their singing
prowess, the heart and
soul of the group was
the most business
minded and let her
other sister’s gain most
of the fame.
Indianapolis, Indiana is
where they planted
their roots but they
were sellers in
Cincinnati, Ohio,
Carnegie Hall and The
Apollo Theater. Enjoy!
Remember – "Dad was
a self-taught musician as well as a self-taught
artist", recalled Aletra. He was responsible for the
whole thing. He taught everybody; from the age
of three, they all played instruments. "He was the
leader of the band for a while, but Dad got tired"
- Aletra Hampton
Today In Our History – November 12, 2007 - Aletra
Hampton died.
Aletra Hampton (October 8, 1915 – November
12, 2007) was an American jazz pianist and
singer, best known for her performances during
the 1940s and 1950s as a member of the
Hampton family band and the Hampton Sisters, a
quartet she formed during World War II with her
siblings, Carmalita, Virtue and Dawn. The
Middletown, Ohio, native began performing at a
young age and moved with her family to
Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1938.
Hampton and her eight siblings performed in the
1940s and 1950s in Duke Hampton's band, their
oldest
brother's jazz orchestra. The group became well
known as the house band at nightclubs in
Indianapolis and Cincinnati, Ohio, and toured
the United States playing at venues that included
New York City's Carnegie Hall and Harlem's
Apollo Theater and the Savoy Ballroom. The

family's band dissolved in the 1950s, but Hampton
and two of her sisters, Virtue and Carmalita,
continued to perform as the Hampton Sisters for
several more years. The trio reunited in
Indianapolis in 1981 after almost a twenty-year
hiatus. Hampton and her sister, Virtue, continued
to perform as a duo, mostly in Indianapolis, until
2006.
Hampton and her siblings received Indiana's
Governor Arts Award (1991) for their contributions
to the state's musical heritage. In addition,
Hampton was inducted into the Indianapolis Jazz
Foundation's Hall of Fame (1999); received an
honorary doctorate of music degree from the
University of Indianapolis (2004); and was a
recipient of NUVO newspaper's Cultural Vision
Lifetime Achievement Award (2006).
The Indiana Historical Society released The
Hampton Sisters, A Jazz Tribute (2003), a
compact disc featuring Aletra and Virtue
Hampton. Close members of Hampton's musical
family include her brother, "Slide" Hampton, a
National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master; her
sister, Dawn (Died in 2016), a well-known New
York City cabaret singer and swing dancer; and
her nephew, Pharez Whitted, a jazz trumpeter.
Research more about family entertainment
groups and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today’s story is
about a song by
one of the
greatest singers in
America. He had
hits galore and
was the darling of
the record
company that he
worked for. The
album that the
song came from
was a platinum album that the record company
put on the shelf because of the current tide in
the country and was afraid that their buyers
might not understand. The Album and
particularly this song stood out for political activist
and was sampled and remade by over 100
artists. Enjoy!

Remember – “This song was written to get the
people to realize that we only have one earth
and it is up to us to be as one with it” – Marvin
Gaye
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Today in our History – November 13, 1971 - "Inner
City Blues (Make Me Wanna Holler)" was
released.
"Inner City Blues (Make Me Wanna Holler)", often
shortened to "Inner City Blues", is a song by
Marvin Gaye, released as the third and final
single from and the climactic song of his 1971
landmark album, What's Going On. Written by
Gaye and James Nyx Jr., the song depicts the
ghettos and bleak economic situations of innercity America, and the emotional effects these
have on inhabitants.
In 1998, co-writer James Nyx Jr. recalled, "Marvin
had a good tune, sort of blues-like, but didn't
have any words for it. We started putting some
stuff in there about how rough things were
around town. We laughed about putting lyrics in
about high taxes, 'cause both of us owed a lot.
And we talked about how the government
would send guys to the moon, but not help folks
in the ghetto. But we still didn't have a name, or
really a good idea of the song. Then, I was home
reading the paper one morning, and saw a
headline that said something about the 'inner
city' of Detroit. And I said, 'Damn, that's it. 'Inner
City Blues.' "
The song was recorded in a mellow funk style
with Gaye playing piano. Several of the Funk
Brothers also contributed, including Eddie
"Bongo" Brown, and bassist Bob Babbitt.
In its unedited version as it appears on the album,
the final minute of the song (and of the LP) is a
reprise to the theme of "What's Going On", the
album's first song, then segues into a dark ending.
This final minute was cut off of the single version,
as well as other sections of the song so the single
edit runs under three minutes—this edit appears
on subsequent reissues of the Motown released
"Inner City Blues" as a single on their Tamla label
on March 14, 1971.
The song helped Gaye make history by being
one of the few artists to have three or more Top
10 songs off Billboard's Pop Singles chart peaking
at #9 and one of the first to have three
consecutive #1 hits on Billboard's R&B Singles
chart where it stayed for two weeks.[2] Although
not certified by the RIA at that time, all three
releases from the What's Going On album gained

Gold status by selling over 1,000,000 copies in the
United States.
A music video for the song was not released until
1994, when the Hughes brothers co-directed a
video of the song for the reissue of What's Going
On. The video was shot in Harlem over the course
of five days, featuring visuals of poverty and
inner-city depression. The brothers also filmed
firefighters putting out a fire, claiming to police to
have been shooting a documentary.
The song was first covered by the Belgian jazz
band Placebo on the Ball of Eyes LP in 1971. Then
by Grover Washington, Jr. in 1972 from the album
named "Inner City Blues." Also, in 1972, on her
album A Time In My Life, Sarah Vaughan covered
"Inner City Blues" with David Axelrod on the
drums.
The same year the song was recorded by The
Chi-Lites on the album A Lonely Man, and by The
Impressions for their album Times Have Changed.
It was covered by Phil Upchurch in his album,
"Darkness, Darkness" Christian alternative band
Adam Again did a soulful rendition of the song
on 1990s Homeboys.
In 1993, guitarist Larry Coryell covered the song
from his album "Fallen Angel." In 1994, Angela
Winbush covered the song and released it as a
single and abbreviated the name simply to "Inner
City Blues". 1996 saw R&B group Ideal release a
cover of the song on the Original Gangstas
soundtrack. In 1998, the Mayfield Four released a
cover of "Inner City Blues (Make Me Wanna
Holler)" under its original title on their debut
album Fallout. The Dirty Dozen Brass Band also
did a cover of this song on their album, What's
Going On (2006) (Shout Factory). It was also
covered by Joe Cocker on his album titled
"Cocker".
Etta James covered hers for her 1998 album Life,
Love & the Blues.
It was also covered by the hard-rock band
Sevendust in 2003 and can be found on the DVD
included with some versions of their album
Seasons, and then was included on their
compilation album Best of (Chapter One 19972004) which was released in late 2005. In 2004,
John Mayer performed the song live and later
released on his compilation live album As/Is. The
version includes a turntable solo by New York City
jazz turntable player DJ Logic.
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In 1997 the Grover Washington Jr. version was rereleased on the compilation Funky Jazz Classics
& Original Breaks from the Tough Side, the first of
the Pulp Fusion series. In 2007 the Sarah Vaughan
cover was also re-released on the compilation
Bustin' Loose, the tenth of the Pulp Fusion series.
The original version of the song also was used in
the soundtrack of the 2007 film Zodiac, directed
by David Fincher in a time lapse scene of the
Transamerica Pyramid being built. It was also
featured in the 2008 video game Grand Theft
Auto IV on The Vibe, an in-game radio station.
And it was also featured in the opening scene of
2014 film A Most Violent Year, directed by J.C.
Chandor. Research more about Marvin Gaye
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today’s story is
about the first
Black/Native
American woman
to excel and be
honored for her
body of work. She is
in the American
and International
halls of fame in her
sport. She was
orphaned and
homeless but still
had a vision of
greatness. She was
not allowed to try out for the Olympics but she still
showed the world her talents. Enjoy!
Remember – "I'VE CRIED ENOUGH FOR ALL OF US"
- Mabel Fairbanks
Today in our History – November 14, 1915 - Mabel
Fairbanks was born.
Mabel Fairbanks (November 14, 1915 –
September 29, 2001) was an American figure
skater and coach. As an African American and
Native American woman, she paved the way for
other minorities to compete in the sport of figure
skating. She was inducted into the US Figure
Skating Hall of Fame, as the first person of African
American and Native American descent, and
the International Women's Sports Hall of Fame.

Mabel Fairbanks was born on November 14, 1915
in Florida's Everglades. Her father was African
American while her mother was Seminole and of
English descent. In a 1999 interview, she said, "my
mother took in everybody – every kid off the
street – and gave them a place to stay and
something to eat. So I never knew who were my
real sisters and brothers, but my older sister told
me there were 14."
Fairbanks was orphaned at the age of eight
when her mother died. After staying with a
teacher who treated her like a "maid," she joined
one of her brothers in New York City. She worked
for him and his wife at their fish market on 8th
Avenue in Harlem but they became displeased
when, out of sympathy, she gave a family more
fish than they had paid for. A wealthy woman
saw her sleeping on a park bench and offered
her a job as a babysitter at a home overlooking
Central Park.
Fairbanks began figure skating around 1925 to
1928. After observing children at the Central Park
ice rink, she bought herself used skates, stuffed
them with cotton because they were two sizes
too big, and began skating at the rink. She said,
"Blacks didn't skate there. But it was a public
place, so I just carried on." She gained further
inspiration after seeing Sonja Henie in the 1936
film One in a Million.
In the 1930s, Fairbanks, due to her race, was
denied access to the local rink by the cashier but
she kept returning util the manager admitted her.
Maribel Vinson Owen and Howard Nicholson
provided her with technical advice. Fairbanks
was not allowed to compete in the national
qualifying event for the Olympics or any
competition. In a 1998 interview, she said, "If I had
gone to the Olympics and become a star, I
would not be who I am today."
Fairbanks performed in shows in New York until
the 1940s. She often wore pink or purple skate
boots rather than the more common black or
white. She practiced on a 6ft by 6ft rink
constructed by her uncle Wally in her room. After
relocating to Los Angeles, she toured
internationally, skating with Ice Capades in
Mexico and later with Ice Follies. After returning
to the United States, she saw a sign with "Colored
Trade Not Solicited" at the Pasadena Winter
Gardens. She stated, "my uncle had newspaper
articles written about it and passed them out
everywhere until they finally let me in."
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Fairbanks coached singles and pairs, including
Tiffany Chin, Billy Chapel, Scott Hamilton, Kristi
Yamaguchi / Rudy Galindo, Tai Babilonia / Randy
Gardner, Leslie Robinson, Michelle McCladdie,
Richard Ewell, Debi Thomas, Atoy Wilson, and
Jean Yuna. She also taught skating to the
children of many celebrities. In 1997, she became
the first African American inducted into the US
Figure Skating Hall of Fame. She was inducted
into the International Women's Sports Hall of
Fame in October 2001.
Fairbanks never married. She was diagnosed with
myasthenia gravis in 1997 and with acute
leukemia in mid-2001. She died on September 29,
2001 at Providence Saint Joseph Medical Center
in Burbank, California. She is interred in the
ground at the Hollywood Forever Cemetery,
Hollywood, California. Her grave is right at the
beginning of the bridge to the Clark Mausoleum.
Research more about black female skaters and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s Story is about John Cross Jr. who was the
pastor at 16th Street Baptist Church in
Birmingham, AL. where I had the pleasure of
speaking a few years back. The same church
that was bombed in 1963, where the killing of
four girls accrued. The event was a turning point
in the Civil Rights Movement. Enjoy!
Remember – “Only a devil with no heart would
do such an act and kill babies. – Rev. John Cross
Jr.
Today in Our History – November 15, 2007 - John
Cross Jr died.
.
Born in Haynes, Arkansas, on January 27, 1925,

John Cross Jr. became a minister, educator and
civil rights activist. In 1963, he was serving as
pastor at the 16th Street Baptist Church in
Birmingham, Alabama, when a bomb killed four
young girls at the church. The attack was a
turning point in the Civil Rights Movement. At the
age of 82, Cross died on November 15, 2007, in
Lithonia, Georgia.
John Haywood Cross Jr. was born on January 27,
1925, in Haynes, Arkansas, where he was raised
by parents John and Margie Ann. John Cross Jr.
attended elementary school in his hometown,
and later went to Lincoln High School in Forrest
City, Arkansas.
Cross was a teenager when he gave his first
sermon; his ordination took place at Springfield
Missionary Baptist Church. In 1944, after
completing high school, he served in the U.S.
Army as an assistant chaplain. When his service
ended, he taught in the Haynes public school
system before enrolling at Virginia Union
University in Richmond, Virginia. Cross graduated
from college in 1950 with a degree in social
science.
Cross next served as a minister at Oak Grove
Baptist Church in Widewater, Virginia. Wanting to
pursue his theological studies, he returned to
Virginia Union University and enrolled in a master's
program at the institution's divinity school. He
received his master's degree in 1959. Staying in
Richmond, he then became a pastor at the
Gravel Hill Baptist Church.
In 1962, Cross was designated as pastor of the
16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham,
Alabama. The city was the site of conflict
between supporters of segregation and civil
rights activists. In a 1991 article, Cross described
the heightened racial tensions that he
experienced upon arriving in Birmingham. When
he attempted to hail a taxicab, the white driver
told him, "[I] don't drive coloreds." Cross
responded, "I'll tell you what, I'm coming here to
pastor a church. Before I leave here, you'll be
hauling anybody who wants to be hauled."
Encouraged by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Cross
welcomed leaders of the Civil Rights Movement
at his church. The house of worship was a nerve
center for meetings and rallies, which resulted in
Southern segregationists targeting the church.
On September 15, 1963, a Sunday, a bomb was
planted in the building. It went off before a youth
service.
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Cross was one of the people who dug through
the rubble after the explosion, looking for
survivors. He discovered the bodies of the four
young girls who had been killed: Addie Mae
Collins, Denise McNair, Carole Robertson and
Cynthia Wesley. The attack also left more than 20
other worshippers injured. The atrocity became a
turning point in the Civil Rights Movement,
building support for the passage of the Civil
Rights Act in 1964.
Cross helped lead his parishioners through the
dark days following the tragedy. He also presided
over the funeral service that was held for Collins,
McNair and Wesley. Approximately 8,000 people
came to the service.
In 1968, Cross left the 16th Street Baptist Church
to teach history and sociology at Alabama State
University. He also served as director of the
university's Baptist student center. In 1972, Cross
became the associate pastor of the Oakhurst
Baptist Church in Decatur, Georgia. A few years
later, he started working as the black church
relations director for the Atlanta Baptist
Association. After retiring in 1989, Cross worked
part-time as a minister and youth counselor.
Cross met Julia Ball at Virginia Union University.
After marrying in 1949, the couple had four
children: Michael, Alma, Lynn and Barbara. Cross
enjoyed visiting his hometown, stating that his
favorite vacation destination was Haynes,
Arkansas. Having suffered a series of strokes in his
later years, Cross passed away on November 15,
2007, at age 82, in Lithonia, Georgia. Research
more about Black Reverends who fight/fought
for civil rights and share with your babies. Make it
a champion day!

Today’s story is not
talked about or
shared with you in
your history books
and it should. As
Americans last the
two weeks we
participated in our
mid – term
elections and I
hope that you
voted. Well, back
when this country was at its Infancy a Black man

went to his local legislators and asked for the
right to vote or as you may have heard the term
“Taxation without Representation”. Read the
story and Enjoy!
Remember – “All free people are entitled to the
vote; this is a true fact. If I have too I will die for
this land but let me also cast a vote for my
cause” – Paul Cuffe
Today in our History – November 16, 1780 - Paul
Cuffe & other black taxpayers of Massachusetts
protest to the state legislator for the right to vote.
Petition for Relief from Taxation
Submitted by and for Former Slaves of
Dartmouth, Massachusetts
Paul Cuffe
Abstract
Paul Cuffe was born a free child in 1759, on
Chuttyhunk Island, Massachusetts, the son of a
Native American mother and African father. His
father, Kofi, was a member of the Ashanti tribe of
West Africa, who was captured and brought to
America as a slave at the age of ten. A skilled
carpenter, Kofi (Cuffe) earned his freedom, and
educated himself. Paul refused to use the name
of his father's owner, Slocum, and adopted his
father's given name, Cuffe (or Cuffee).
At the age of 16, following his father's death, Paul
Cuffe began his career as a common seaman
on whaling and fishing boats. During the
Revolutionary War he was held prisoner by the
British for a time but managed afterward to start
small-scale coastal trading. Despite attacks by
pirates, he eventually prospered. He built larger
vessels and successfully traded south as far as
Virginia and north to Labrador. In later life he
owned several ships which engaged in trading
and whaling around the world.
Cuffe was a devout and evangelical Quaker. At
his home in Westport, Massachusetts, he donated
a town school and helped support the teacher. It
was quite possibly the first integrated school in
the young republic. Later he helped build a new
meeting house. Through his connections with
Quakers in other cities he became involved in
efforts to improve the conditions of African
Americans. Strongly opposed to slavery and the
slave trade, he joined other free African
Americans in the Northern states in their
abolitionist campaigns.
In 1780 he and his brother John petitioned the
Massachusetts government either to give African
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and Native Americans the right to vote or to stop
taxing them. The petition was denied, but the
case helped pave the way for the 1783
Massachusetts Constitution, which gave equal
rights and privileges to all (male) citizens of the
state. This is a transcript of the petition submitted
to the Massachusetts legislature.
To the Honorable Council and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, for
the State of the Massachusetts Bay, in New
England:
The petition of several poor negroes and
mulattoes, who are inhabitants of the town of
Dartmouth, humbly showeth,—
That we being chiefly of the African extract, and
by reason of long bondage and hard slavery, we
have been deprived of enjoying the profits of our
labor or the advantage of inheriting estates from
our parents, as our neighbors the white people
do, having some of us not long enjoyed our own
freedom; yet of late, contrary to the invariable
custom and practice of the country, we have
been, and now are, taxed both in our polls and
that small pittance of estate which, through
much hard labor and industry, we have got
together to sustain ourselves and families withall.
We apprehend it, therefore, to be hard usage,
and will doubtless (if continued) reduce us to a
state of beggary, whereby we shall become a
burthen to others, if not timely prevented by the
interposition of your justice and your power.
Your petitioners further show, that we apprehend
ourselves to be aggrieved, in that, while we are
not allowed the privilege of freemen of the State,
having no vote or influence in the election of
those that tax us, yet many of our colour (as is
well known) have cheerfully entered the field of
battle in the defence of the common cause, and
that (as we conceive) against a similar exertion
of power (in regard to taxation), too well known
to need a recital in this place.
We most humbly request, therefore, that you
would take our unhappy case into your serious
consideration, and, in your wisdom and power,
grant us relief from taxation, while under our
present depressed circumstances; and your poor
petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, Paul
Cuffe. Research more about the early black sons
of Liberty and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today, I would like to share with you a story of a
Black American Female who made a lot of
appetences for the company that she worked
for and received a lot of death threats and nasty
letters for trying to feed herself and family She
was a great lady who died a terrible death and I
know that you didn’t know about this true
American story. Learn and Enjoy!
Remember – “Many of my people didn’t like
what I was doing but I had to eat also.” Nancy
Green
Today in our History – November 17, 1834 - Nancy
Green was born and would become a
household name as the first and original “Aunt
Jemima”.
Nancy Green (November 17, 1834 – August 30,
1923) was a storyteller, cook, activist, and the first
of several African American models hired to
promote a corporate trademark as "Aunt
Jemima".
Green was born into slavery on November 17,
1834, near Mount Sterling in Montgomery County,
Kentucky. She was hired in 1890 by the R.T. Davis
Milling Company in St. Joseph, Missouri, to
represent "Aunt Jemima", an advertising
character named after a song from a minstrel
show. Davis Milling had recently acquired the
formula to a ready-mixed, self-rising pancake
flour from St. Joseph Gazette editor Chris L.
Ruttand Charles Underwood and were looking to
employ an African American woman as a
Mammy archetype to promote their new
product. In 1893 Green was introduced as Aunt
Jemima at the World's Columbian Exposition held
in Chicago, where it was her job to operate a
pancake-cooking display.
Her amicable personality and talent as a cook
for the Walker family, whose children grew up to
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become Chicago Circuit Judge Charles M.
Walker and Dr. Samuel Walker helped establish a
successful showing of the product, for which she
received a medal and certificate from the Expo
officials. After the Expo, Green was offered a
lifetime contract to adopt the Aunt Jemima
moniker and promote the pancake mix. This
marked the beginning of a major promotional
push by the company that included thousands of
personal appearances and Aunt Jemima
merchandising. Nancy Green maintained her job
with Davis Milling (which was renamed Aunt
Jemima Mills Company in 1914) until her death in
1923; she was still working as Aunt Jemima at the
time. A lawsuit claims that Nancy Green's heirs as
well as other heirs from the other women used as
Aunt Jemima models deserve $2 billion and a
share of future revenue from the sales of popular
demand.
The federal lawsuit was filed in Chicago by
another model (Anna Short Harrington)'s
grandsons who claim that she and Green were
the roots in creating the recipe for the nation's
first self-proclaimed pancake mix. It also states
that Green was the originator and came up with
the idea of adding powdered milk for extra flavor
in the pancakes. Quaker Oats, who is the current
owner of the brand, says this image of Aunt
Jemima was in fact fake and never real claiming
that there are no trace of contracts between the
women who displayed as Aunt Jemima models
and their bosses. The suit was dismissed as the
heirs failed to prove that they were related to the
lady who posed as Aunt Jemima.
Green was one of the organizers of the Olivet
Baptist Church. Her career allowed Green the
financial freedom to become an activist and
engage in antipoverty programs. She was one of
the first African American missionary workers. She
used her stature as a spokesperson to become a
leading advocate against poverty and in favor
of equal rights for individuals in Chicago.
Green died on August 30, 1923, in Chicago when
a car collided with a truck and flipped over onto
the sidewalk where she was standing. She is
buried in the northeast quadrant of Chicago's
Oak Woods Cemetery. The famous image of
Aunt Jemima was based on the real image of
Nancy Green, who was known as a magnificent
cook, an attractive woman of outgoing nature
and friendly personality, an original painting of
which sold for $9,030 at MastroNet. The painting

was rendered by A. B. Frost, who is now well
known as one of the great illustrators of the
Golden Age of American Illustration. Share your
story about Aunt Jemima or research more
about Nancy Green and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Today’s
story spans
a lifetime
of being up
front and
on stage
from the
Big Band
Era to
doing an
MTV Video
with Janet
Jackson in
the 1990’s.
This artist
played with the best and would not change his
Image for anyone. Some say he was arrogant
and others a true to his race genius. Enjoy!
Remember – “A movie and a stage show are two
entirely different things. A picture, you can do
anything you want. Change it, cut out a scene,
put in a scene, take a scene out. They don't do
that on stage.” Cab Calloway
Today in History – November 18, 1994 – Cabell
“Cab” Calloway III died. He was voted the 39th
out of 100 Greatest American Band Leaders
(BLACK or WHITE) of “ALL – TIME”!
Cab Calloway, byname of Cabell Calloway III,
(born December 25, 1907, Rochester, New York,
U.S.—died November 18, 1994, Hockessin,
Delaware), American bandleader, singer, and
all-around entertainer known for his exuberant
performing style and for leading one of the most
highly regarded big bands of the swing era.
After graduating from high school, Calloway
briefly attended a law school in Chicago but
quickly turned to performing in nightclubs as a
singer. He began directing his own bands in 1928
and in the following year went to New York City.
There he appeared in an all-black musical, Fats
Waller’s Connie’s Hot Chocolates, in which he
sang the Waller classic “Ain’t Misbehavin’.”
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In 1931 he was engaged as a bandleader at the
Cotton Club; his orchestra, along with that of
Duke Ellington’s, became one of the two house
bands most associated with the legendary
Harlem nightspot. In the same year, Calloway first
recorded his most famous composition, “Minnie
the Moocher,” a song that showcased his ability
at scatsinging. Other Calloway hits from the 1930s
include “Kickin’ the Gong Around,” “Reefer
Man,” “The Lady with the Fan,” “Long About
Midnight,” “The Man from Harlem,” and “Minnie
the Moocher’s Wedding Day.”
Calloway was an energetic and humorous
entertainer whose performance trademarks
included eccentric dancing and wildly flinging
his mop of hair; his standard
accoutrementsincluded a white tuxedo and an
oversized baton. He was a talented vocalist with
an enormous range and was regarded as “the
most unusually and broadly gifted male singer of
the ’30s” by jazz scholar Gunther Schuller.
Although his band rose to fame largely on the
strength of his personal appeal, some critics felt
that Calloway’s antics drew focus away from
one of the best assemblages of musicians in jazz.
Calloway led a tight, professional unit during the
early 1930s, but many regard his band of 1937–42
to be his best. Featured sidemen during those
years included legendary jazz players such as
pianist Bennie Payne, saxophonists Chu Berry and
Ike Quebec, trombonist-vibraphonist Tyree Glenn,
drummer Cozy Cole, and trumpeters Dizzy
Gillespie, Doc Cheatham, Jonah Jones, and
Shad Collins. The decline in popularity of big
bands forced Calloway to disband his orchestra
in 1948, and he continued for several years with a
sextet.
Calloway also had a successful side career as an
actor. He appeared in several motion pictures,
including The Big Broadcast (1932), Stormy
Weather (1943), Sensations of 1945 (1944), and
The Cincinnati Kid (1965). George Gershwin had
conceived the role of “Sportin’ Life” in his 1935
jazz opera Porgy and Bess for Calloway; the
entertainer finally got his chance at the part
during a heralded world tour of the show in 1952–
54. In the 1960s, Calloway appeared on
Broadway and on tour in Hello, Dolly!, portraying
the role of Horace Vandergelder opposite Pearl
Bailey as Dolly Levi, and he again starred on
Broadway in the 1970s in the hit musical Bubbling
Brown Sugar.

His best-known acting performance was also his
last, as a jive-talking music promoter in director
John Landis’s comedy The Blues Brothers (1980).
The film featured Calloway singing “Minnie the
Moocher” every bit as energetically and
eccentrically as he had performed it in 1931.
Research more about Black American Band
leaders and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today’s look back
into our History is
about a black
female singer who
In the wake of
divorce, debt and
dismal record
sales, Turner
mounted a stellar
comeback. WHEN
SHE WAS 45, THE
AGE when many
pop singers'
careers have
faded, Tina
Turner's 1984
album, Private
Dancer, delivered her from commercial
purgatory to become the singer's biggest
success.
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Behind the facade of the couple's success,
however, Ike was abusing Tina, and she walked
out on him in 1976, famously carrying only a
Mobil credit card and 36 cents. They divorced
two years later.
Though freed from her marriage, Turner struggled
professionally; playing cabaret-style shows to
settle debts while two solo albums fizzled on the
charts. Her fortune began to change when Olivia
Newton-John invited Turner to appear on her
1979 TV special. The cameo led to Turner
meeting Roger Davies, who became her
manager and flew with the singer to England to
work on Private Dancer, her debut on Capitol
Records.
The album generated Turner's first five solo top 40
hits on the Hot 100, including her first No. 1,
"What's Love Got to Do With It." The smashes
pushed Private Dancer to No. 3 on the Billboard
200 on Sept. 29, 1984, and to a 39-week run in the
top 10. Following Private Dancer, Turner earned a
further dozen hits on the Hot 100 through 1996.
Turner continued recording and touring through
2008. Now retired from performing and living in
Switzerland with her husband, German music
producer Erwin Bach, she is developing an
autobiographical stage musical, with
performances set to begin in London in March
2019. Research more on Black Female artists and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today I want
to share with
you a story
of a black
woman, who
was well
educated
and also
one of the
founders of
(NOW)
National
Organization
for Woman.

Remember – “Sometimes you've got to let
everything go - purge yourself. If you are
unhappy with anything... whatever is bringing
you down, get rid of it. Because you'll find that
when you're free, your true creativity, your true
self comes out.” - Tina Turner
Today in our History – November 19, 1983 - Tina
Turner begins her fabled Eighties comeback
when her version of Al Green’s “Let’s Stay
Together,” produced by of Martyn Ware and Ian
Craig Marsh of Heaven 17, hits the British charts.
Born Anna Mae Bullock in Nutbush, Tenn., she
began recording with Ike Turner's Kings of
Rhythm, later marrying the bandleader and
adopting the stage name Tina. The group
earned six top 40 hits on the Billboard Hot 100,
including its Grammy-winning cover of
Creedence Clearwater Revival's "Proud Mary,"
which reached No. 4 in 1971.

Enjoy!
Remember – “We had been led to believe that
American education is inferior. We have been
impressed with American technology, however,
and through your Constitutional law class—the

first time we have ever been taught by an
American—we have come to change our views.
We used to accept without questioning
whatever the lecturer said. Through your class we
have learned to inquire.” – Pauli Murray
Today in our History – November 20,1910 - Pauli
Murray was born on November 20, 1910 in
Baltimore, Maryland, the daughter of Agnes and
William Murray.
Pauli Murray was born on November 20, 1910 in
Baltimore, Maryland, the daughter of Agnes and
William Murray. Her father, a Howard
Universitygraduate, taught in the Baltimore public
schools. Both of Murray’s parents died when she
was a child. Her mother suffered from a brain
hemorrhage and died in 1914. Her father was the
victim of typhoid fever and died in 1923.
Despite such heartbreaking tragedy, Murray
pursued her life goals. In 1933 she graduated
from Hunter College in New York City, New York.
Despite a stellar academic record, Murray in
1938 was denied admission into the University of
North Carolina Law School in Chapel Hill, North
Carolina. She later enrolled in the Howard
University Law School in Washington, D.C. and
graduated in 1944. Not long afterwards, Murray
sought admission to Harvard University Law
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts for an
advanced law degree but was denied admission
because of her gender. She enrolled at the
University of California at Berkeley where she
received a master of law degree in 1945. Twenty
years later, in 1965, she became the first African
American awarded a J.S.D. (a law doctorate)
from Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut.
Her degree was based on her dissertation, “Roots
of the Racial Crisis: Prologue to Policy.”
Murray argued that her experiences
encountering and overcoming racial and
gender discrimination gave her special insight
into the nature of racial and sexual hierarchies in
U.S. and wrote about its various manifestations in
America’s legal history. Murray coined the term
“Jane Crow and Jim Crow” to describe the
impact of dual discrimination. She also joined
both the civil rights movement and the feminist
movement. In 1966 Murray was one of the
founders of the National Organization for Women
(NOW) with feminist icon Betty Friedan.
Murray’s life took an abrupt turn when at the age
of 62 she entered a seminary and became in
1977 the first black female priest ordained by the
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Episcopal Church. On July 1, 1985, cancer
claimed the life of Pauli Murray in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. Her autobiography Song in a
Weary Throat: an American Pilgrimage was
published posthumously in 1987. Research more
about black female lawyers and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s Story is about
a black female who
was blessed to be
around family that
understood the
Importance of the
spoken word. Her
mother was one of
the founders of a
sorority and a
teacher. Her mother
was a graduate of
my famed University
of Wisconsin, so
naturally journalism and education were
Important to her. She also was named one of the
100 Most Influential Black Americans by Ebony
magazine. Enjoy!
Remember – “Education in any form will give
strength to a person for life, if the knowledge is
sound they will go far in life” - Frances Louise
Murphy
Today in our History – November 21, 2007 Frances Louise Murphy, II, died.
Born on October 8, 1922, in Baltimore, Maryland,
Frances Louise Murphy, II, grew up in a household
that was focused on the newspaper the family
published. Murphy’s grandfather, a former slave
and Civil War veteran, founded the AfroAmerican in 1892; her father, Carl, was the editor
and publisher of the paper and a professor of
German at Howard University.
Murphy's mother, Vashti, was one of the cofounders of the Delta Sigma Theta sorority and
was trained as a teacher. Murphy taught until
she married Carl Murphy; she then went on to
earn her B.A. degree from the University of
Wisconsin in 1944, where she majored in
journalism. In 1958, Murphy earned her B.S.
degree from Coppin College, and her M.Ed.
degree from Johns Hopkins University in 1963.
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During her summers, Murphy worked for the
family paper. After graduating from the University
of Wisconsin, Murphy went to work full-time for
the Afro-American, and the paper expanded
from a single edition to numerous local editions
around the country. By 1956, Murphy was the city
editor for the Baltimore edition of the paper. After
earning her teaching degree from Coppin
College, Murphy became an elementary school
teacher; she went on to pursue her master's
degree in education. Frustrated with her school
assignment, Murphy resigned and began
teaching English and working as the director of
the news bureau at Morgan State University.
Murphy stayed at Morgan State until 1971, when
she was named chairman of the Afro-American.
In 1975, Murphy left to become a professor of
journalism at State University College in Buffalo,
New York, and then on to Howard University in
1985. Murphy became publisher of the
Washington Afro-American in 1987, and left
Howard University in 1991; she served as editor of
the editorial page and wrote the column, “If You
Ask Me,” by Frankie Lou for several years.
Murphy was honored by numerous organizations
for her achievements; she received the Women
of Strength Award from the National Black Media
Coalition in 1994 and 1995; the Woman of the
20th Century Award by the National Congress of
Black Women; and was named one of the 100
Most Influential Black Americans by Ebony
magazine. Murphy served on the boards of the
Freedom Foundation, the University of the District
of Columbia and the African American Civil War
Memorial.
Murphy raised four children, and had seventeen
grandchildren, and six great grandchildren.
Frances Louise Murphy, II, passed away on
Wednesday, November 21, 2007, at the age of
eighty-five. Research more about the great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Today’s story most people would not know the
answer to if asked who as a black person won a
PBA (Professional Bowlers Association) contest.
Enjoy this story!
Remember – “I hope that with my win more
blacks will try to shoot for this title” – George
Branham

Today in our History – November 22, 1986 George Branham from Detroit won the PBA
Championship (Pro Bowling).
George Branham III is best known as the first
African American to win a major Professional
Bowlers Association (PBA) title and one of the
very few men of color in professional bowling.
Branham was born on November 21, 1962 in
Detroit Michigan. His father, George Branham Jr.,
was an avid bowler who began teaching his son
the sport in 1968.
In 1977 Branham's family moved to San Fernando
Valley, California where he attended Polytechnic
High School. Although a multisport high school
athlete, Branham determined that bowling
would be his major sport. After high school
Branham chose to hone his bowling skills through
working in bowling alleys and playing in bowling
leagues. In 1983 he won Southern California’s
Junior Bowler of the Year and two years later he
turned pro at the age of 23.
Branham professional bowling career got off to a
quick start as he achieved eight consecutive
tournament wins between 1985 and 1987
including the Brunswick Memorial World Open in
1986 where he became the first African
American to win a major PBA event.
His career stalled until 1993 when he moved to
Indianapolis and soon afterwards won the
Baltimore Open. This win qualified Branham to
participate in the Tournament of Champions, the
PBA’s premiere event of the season.
Branham bowled an average of 238 in eight
games and ultimately beat his opponent Parker
Bohn III in the tournament's final round. His victory
earned him $65,000 and the title “King of the Hill.”

In 1996 Branham won the Cleveland Open which
was his last major PBA victory. He continued to
compete professionally until his retirement in
2003. Over his eighteen-year career George
Branham won five major PBA titles and scored
23,300 game points making him one of the most
successful bowlers in modern history.
In 1993 Branham married Jacquelyn Phend. The
couple had one daughter, Hadley. After his
retirement, he remained devoted to bowling and
opened a bowling alley in Indianapolis. Research
more about blacks and PBA bowling and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is
of a black lady
who outlived all
but one of her
children and
was first married
at 14 years old.
She had seen
the turn of 1900
and 2000 what
a story she had
to tell from all
that she lived
through. If you
have an elder in
your family or
know a person
that is 90 or
more you need
to be sitting
down with them
and hearing as much of their story that they
remember for when they are gone that firsthand
knowledge goes with them. Enjoy the story!
Remember – "Keep busy, work hard and don't
worry about how old you are." - Pearl Gartrell
Today in our History – November 23, 2008 - Pearl
Gartrell, dies at one time The world’s oldest
person at 120 years old.
She Lived Alone as an Adult until she was 118,
Passes at 120 Years of Age.
Pearl Gartrell was born in Tillsdale, Georgia on
April 1, 1888 as one of the youngest of 15
children. She lived in Jacksonville, Florida for

almost seventy years. She died on Sunday,
November 23, 2008.
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The Baptist lady gave birth to eight children and
has outlived all but one of them. Yet, she refused
to move to a facility for the elderly and until two
years ago, proved that she did not need anyone
to live with her. Actually, no one lived with her
totally, but her relatives would alternate their time
with her even though her great granddaughter,
Doris King, spent much of her time with her trying
to make sure things went as her great
grandmother wanted them to go.
On Tuesday, November 11, Ms. Gartrell became
ill and was taken to the hospital. She was placed
in Hospice care on November 13 and died on
November 23, 2008.
Ms. Gartrell did not have a copy of her birth
certificate since she was not born in a hospital.
Her birth was recorded in a family Bible. The
Florida State ID card did not show the exact year
of her birth because the computer would not
activate the year, 1888. However, the Florida
Department of Elder Affairs acknowledged that
she was perhaps the oldest person living in?
Florida until the time of her death.
Ms. Gartrell was very careful about her food and
did not like to eat in restaurants because she
could not be guaranteed that the workers
washed their hands.
The lady did have one habit that she would not
give up – her can of sweet snuff that she kept
inside of her bottom lip. At 120 years of age, she
still had most of her own teeth.
Ms. Gartrell was not a person with sickness but
she did have some bouts of illness. In fact, the
doctors thought she would surely die in 1991
when she contracted pneumonia at the age of
103 and refused to be hospitalized. She did not
like to take medication so when such was
prescribed, she would hide it under her mattress.
Family members learned to watch her closely
when medicine was prescribed for her, to make
sure she followed orders.
Ms. Gartrell broke her hip and cracked her pelvis
in 1998. Once her surgery was completed and
the pin in her hip had been installed, she insisted
upon going home, and she did. Within months,
she was walking again.
Pearl Gartrell raised her great granddaughter,
Lolitha Hill and some of the other relatives. When
she talked about her younger days, she talked of

her mother, who was a midwife, and worked for
the town’s white doctor, of their deep-cooking
fireplace and the time her mother covered the
faces of all of the children with black soot and
had them to hide in the back of the fireplace
when the KKK came. She also told of the oneroom schoolhouse that was attached to the
Baptist church in Tignall, Georgia, near Athens,
Georgia.
Pearl Gartrell married at the age of 14 but says
she cannot remember her husband’s name. This
memory loss may stem from the fact that her
father, brother and husband were killed in her
small Georgia town. What she also remembers of
her younger days was when she was forced to
be submissive and gave birth to two children by
a white man in that town. But, she did not harbor
hate, even though she was still very shy when it
came to white people.
Ms. Gartrell was filled with wisdom and love. She
kept strong belief in God and even though she
had cataracts, she always wanted the paper,
and always wanted The Florida Star, from its first
days.
Pearl Gartrell not only raised her children, she
helped with the others that came along and
remained a God-fearing woman. Of her eight
children, one died at birth, three died of heart
attacks, two had cancer, one son was murdered
and found in the St. Johns River and Tom Gartrell
still lives in Jacksonville in a nursing facility.
Mrs. King and Mrs. Hill said their great
grandmother was the foundation of their family,
all the days of her life, and they are eternally
grateful. She will truly be missed. Research more
about people who live to be over 100 years old
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today’s story is about a man who gave his last
ounce of courage for the pueople of black
American's and the
whole of the nation. Many stories about this
man’s courage comes out now but during this
black man’s time in the Navy during the boming,
for his action he a be looked at as a hero and
not just a cook, enjoy!
Remember – “"This marks the first time in this
conflict that such high tribute has been made in
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the Pacific Fleet to a member of his race and I'm
sure that the
future will see
others similarly
honored for
brave acts. –
Dorie Miller
Today in our
History –
November 24 Dorie Miller dies.
He was one of
hero of WWII.
Dorie Miller
(1919-1943),
Hero of World War II
• Serving in a noncombat role in the Navy, Dorie
Miller responded heroically when the battleship
West Virginia was attacked at Pearl Harbor.
• Because the Navy was segregated, African
Americans were not given combat roles or
weaponry training, so Miller’s adept ability to
shoot down enemy planes was all the more
remarkable
• First African American awarded the U.S. Navy
Cross
Doris Miller, known as “Dorie,” was born in Waco,
Texas, in 1919. He was one of four sons. After high
school, he worked on his father’s farm until 1938
when he enlisted in the Navy as mess attendant
(kitchen worker) to earn money for his family. At
that time the Navy was segregated so combat
positions were not open to African Americans.
On December 7, 1941, Dorie arose at 6 a.m. to
begin work. When the Japanese attack
occurred, he immediately reported to his
assigned battle station. Miller was a former
football player and a Navy boxing champ so his
job was to carry any of the injured to safer
quarters; this included the mortally wounded
ship’s captain.
Miller then returned to deck and saw that the
Japanese planes were still dive-bombing the U.S.
Naval Fleet. He picked up a 50-caliber Browning
antiaircraft machine gun on which he had never
been trained and managed to shoot down three
to four enemy aircraft. (In the chaos of the
attack, reports varied, and not even Miller was
sure how many he hit.) He fired until he ran out of
ammunition; by then the men were being
ordered to abandon ship. The West Virginia had

been severely damaged and was slowly sinking
to the harbor bottom.
Of the 1541 men on board during the attack, 130
were killed and 52 wounded.
On April 1, 1942 Miller was commended by the
Secretary of the Navy, Frank Knox, and on May
27, 1942 he received the Navy Cross for his
extraordinary courage in battle. His rank was
raised to Mess Attendant First Class on June 1,
1942.
As happened with other war heroes, Dorie Miller
was then sent on a tour in the States to raise
money for war bonds, but Miller he was soon
called back (spring ’43) to serve on the new
escort carrier the USS Liscome Bay. The ship was
operating in the Pacific near the Gilbert Islands.
At 5:10 a.m. on November 24, the ship was hit by
a single torpedo fired from a Japanese
submarine. The torpedo detonated the bomb
magazine on the carrier; the bombs exploded,
and the ship sank within minutes. Miller was
initially listed as missing; by November 1944 he
status was changed to “presumed dead.” Only
272 men survived the attack.
Today there is a Dorie Miller park in Hawaii and a
good number of schools and buildings
throughout the U.S. are named in his honor. He
was also one of four Naval heroes featured on
U.S. postal stamps in 2010.
However, many officers and men in the Navy felt
that for his actions on the West Virginia at Pearl
Harbor, Miller deserved more—that he should
have been awarded the Medal of Honor.
Following the anniversary of the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, I heard from many people who would
like to show their support for Dorie Miller being
given the Congressional Medal of Honor
posthumously. Research more about this great
American hero. Share with your babies and
make it a champion day!
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Today’s story is
just one short
glimpse of the
talent that this
Newark, NJ
and later
moved to East
Orange, NJ
native had. She
was blessed to
be around a
family of great
singers
including her
mother and
Aunt who had
connections into the entertainment world. Enjoy!
Remember - The Bodyguard is a 1992 American
romantic thriller film directed by Mick Jackson,
written by Lawrence Kasdan, and starring Kevin
Costner and Whitney Houston. Costner stars as a
former Secret Service agent-turned-bodyguard
who is hired to protect Houston's character, a
music star, from an unknown stalker. Kasdan
wrote the film in the mid-1970s, originally as a
vehicle for Steve McQueen and Diana Ross.
Today in our History – November 25, 1992 – The
Bodyguard was released.
The film was Houston's acting debut and was the
second highest-grossing film worldwide in 1992,
making $411 million worldwide. The soundtrack
became the best-selling soundtrack of all time,
selling more than 45 million copies worldwide.
The ads for "The Bodyguard" make it look like a
romance, but actually it's a study of two lifestyles:
of a pop music superstar whose fame and
fortune depends on millions of fans, and of a
professional bodyguard who makes his living by
protecting her from those fans. The movie does
contain a love story, but it's the kind of guarded
passion that grows between two people who
spend a lot of time keeping their priorities straight.
The star is Rachel Marron, played by Whitney
Houston, and is as rich and famous as . . .
Whitney Houston. The bodyguard is Frank Farmer
(Kevin Costner), who got his training in the Secret
Service and still blames himself for the fact that
Ronald Reagan got shot, even though he had an
excellent excuse for being away from work that
day. Now Farmer hires himself out at $3,000 a
week to guard celebrities and is careful not to
get involved.

Of course, that's easy at the outset. He is hired by
Marron's manager after the singer gets death
threats. It's not loves at first sight. The conventions
of this genre require that the star and bodyguard
have to get off on the wrong foot; she doesn't
want him meddling with her lifestyle and
freedom, and he doesn't have any respect for an
uncooperative client.
Eventually the tension between them melts, and
there is a sort of love affair, based mostly on
mutual proximity (they never talk about much
but their professional relationship, and the skills of
his job). There's an odd, effective dating scene
where she leaves her mansion to visit his
cluttered, grim little apartment (and a peculiar
moment with a samurai sword and a scarf that is
undeniably erotic).
Meanwhile, Farmer gets to know some of the
members of Rachel's retinue, including her son,
her sister, her manager and her obnoxious press
agent (Gary Kemp). These people are supported
by Marron, and live with her on her terms,
creating eddies of jealousy and palace intrigue.
She is aware of her power and tells Farmer she is
essentially a nice person who is considered a
bitch by a lot of people and wishes that weren't
so. Houston is effective at suggesting both sides
of that personality.
The death threats keep coming in. There is a
frightening scene at a charity concert, where
Marron places her personal safety in the hands of
a mob, and Farmer, with all of his skills, is
powerless to protect her. I was less impressed by
the scenes where he wires her estate with
security cameras, and at one point goes
crashing through her shrubbery in pursuit of a
suspicious van. What's he going to do? Leap
onto the roof and hammer his way in through the
windshield?
The movie was written by Lawrence Kasdan
("Body Heat," "Grand Canyon") and directed by
Mick Jackson and contains a little of the
Hollywood insider cynicism Kasdan suggested in
the Steve Martin character in "Grand Canyon."
The willingness of the press agent to risk anything
for publicity is noted, as well as the star's sense of
personal invulnerability. This is Houston's screen
debut, and she is at home in the role; she
photographs wonderfully, and has a warm smile,
and yet is able to suggest selfish and egotistical
dimensions in the character. Costner hugs her
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with his eyes open, scanning the room for surprise
attacks.
The movie was made as a thriller, I suppose,
because of box-office considerations. I felt a little
cheated by the outcome, although I should
have been able to predict it, using my Law of
Economy of Characters, which teaches that no
movie contains any unnecessary characters, so
that an apparently superfluous character is
probably the killer.
I thought the basic situation in "The Bodyguard"
was intriguing enough to sustain a film all by itself:
on the one hand, a star who grows rich through
the adulation that fans feel for her, and on the
other hand, a working man who, for a salary,
agrees to substitute his body as a target instead
of hers. Makes you think. Research more about
the late American Hero Whitney Houston and
share it with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today’s story is
about a Black
man who died
penniless but was
the “Best” in the
world at his
profession. I
should thank the
makers of
Hennessy; the
liquor company
for reminding the
world that he
existed by having
an ad campaign
recently on
television and radio. I did a story on him last year
at this time and I try to do someone one you
have not heard of or know little about. So, please
read about this great talent during a time no one
wanted him to be the greatest of all time in his
event and will go down as one of the preeminent
American sports pioneers of the 20th century.
Enjoy
Remember – “I pray they will carry on in spite of
that dreadful monster prejudice, and with
patience, courage, fortitude and perseverance
achieve success for themselves.” “Life is too short
for any man to hold bitterness in his heart.” -

Marshall Walter “Major” Taylor
Today in our History – November 26, 1878 Marshall Walter “Major” Taylor is born and would
go on to be just the second black world
champion in any sport.
Indianapolis, Indiana’s cyclist Marshall Walter
"Major" Taylor began racing professionally when
he was 18 years old. By 1900, Taylor held several
major world records and competed in events
around the globe. After 14 years of grueling
competition and fending off intense racism, he
retired at age 32. He died penniless in Chicago
on June 21, 1932.
Marshall Walter “Major” Taylor was born
November 26, 1878, in Indianapolis, Indiana. In
the early years of his life, Taylor was raised
without much money. His father, a farmer and
Civil War veteran, worked as carriage driver for a
wealthy white family.
Taylor often joined his dad at work and became
close to his father’s employers, especially their
son, who was similar in age. Eventually, Taylor
moved in with the family, a radical change that
gave the young boy a more stable home
situation with opportunities for a better
education.
Taylor was essentially treated as one of the
family’s own, and one of their early gifts to him
was a new bike. Taylor took to it immediately,
teaching himself bike tricks that he showed off to
his friends.
When Taylor’s antics caught the attention of a
local bike shop owner, he was hired to exhibit his
tricks outside the shop to attract more customers.
Often, he donned a military uniform, which
earned him the nickname “Major” from the
shop’s clientele. The nickname remained with
him for the rest of his life.
With the encouragement of the bike shop owner,
Taylor entered his first bike race when he was in
his early teens, a 10-mile event that he won
easily. By the age of 18, Taylor had relocated to
Worcester, Massachusetts, and started racing
professionally. In his first competition, an
exhausting six-day ride at Madison Square
Garden in New York City, Taylor finished eighth.
From there, he pedaled into history. By 1898,
Taylor had captured seven world records. A year
later, he was crowned national and international
champion, making him just the second black
world champion athlete, after bantamweight
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boxer George Dixon. He collected medals and
prize money in races around the world, including
Australia, Europe and all-over North America.
As his successes mounted, however, Taylor had
to fend off racial insults and attacks from fellow
cyclists and cycling fans. Though black athletes
were more accepted and had less overt racism
to contend with in Europe, Taylor was barred
from racing in the American South. Many
competitors hassled and bumped him on the
track, and crowds often threw things at him while
he was riding. During one event in Boston, a
cyclist named W.E. Becker pushed Taylor off his
bike and choked him until police intervened,
leaving Taylor unconscious for 15 minutes.
Despite his fame and talent, Taylor was subject to
intense racism and discrimination. He was barred
from races, turned away from restaurants and
hotels, and subjected to racist insults throughout
his career. At one point he was banned from a
track in his hometown of Indianapolis after
defeating white cyclists (and breaking two world
records in the process).
Exhausted by his grueling racing schedule and
the racism that followed him, Taylor retired from
cycling at age 32. In 1910, despite the obstacles,
he had become one of the wealthiest athletes -black or white -- of his time.
Sadly, Taylor found his post-racing life to be more
difficult. Business ventures failed, and he wound
up losing much of his earnings. He also became
estranged from his wife and daughter. For Taylor,
a retired black athlete, there were few options
after retirement. There were no speaking
engagements or endorsements. With his health
deteriorating and his investments dwindling,
Taylor eventually fell into poverty and faded into
obscurity.
Taylor moved to Chicago in 1930 and boarded
at a local YMCA as he tried to sell copies of his
self-published autobiography, The Fastest Bicycle
Rider in the World. Taylor died alone and
penniless in the charity ward of a Chicago
hospital on June 21, 1932.
Buried in an unmarked grave in the welfare
section of Mount Glenwood Cemetery in Cook
County, Illinois, Taylor’s body was exhumed in
1948 through the efforts of a group of former pro
racers and Schwinn Bicycle Company owner

Frank Schwinn, and moved to a more prominent
area of the cemetery.
It would be another forty years before Taylor's
accomplishments were more formally
recognized. In the 1980s, Taylor was inducted to
the United States Bicycling Hall of Fame, and
Indianapolis built the Major Taylor Velodrome,
naming their new track after the man who had
once been banned from it.
More recently, Taylor was posthumously awarded
the Korbel Lifetime Achievement Award by USA
Cycling, and the city of Worcester,
Massachusetts, Taylor's adopted home, erected
a statue honoring Taylor outside their library.
Marshall "Major" Taylor was a pioneer black
athlete and his incredible achievements are
finally receiving the recognition they deserve.

Many of you
might have
heard of
Madame C.J.
Walker,
businesswoman
and first black
female
millionaire. Well
today’s story is
about the
woman who
carried on the
empire. She
also invented a
device that helped both black and white
women style their hair, which should have made
her one of the richest women in America at the
time but all of the proceeds went to Madame
C.J. Walker’s estate. So she worked with Mary
Bethune McLeod in education and founded
both a Sorority and Fraternity. Enjoy!
Remember – ““There is nothing a woman can't
do. Men might think they do things all by
themselves but a woman is always there guiding
them or helping them.” –―Marjorie Joyner
Today in our History – November 27, 1928 Marjorie Stewart Joyner receives patent #
1,693,515 for a permanent wave machine which

could wave the hair of both white and Black
people.
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Marjorie Stewart Joyner was born in Monterey,
Virginia on October 24, 1896, the granddaughter
of a slave and a slave-owner. In 1912, an eager
Marjorie moved to Chicago, Illinois to pursue a
career in cosmetology. She enrolled in the A.B.
Molar Beauty School and in 1916 became the
first Black women to graduate from the school.
Following graduation, the 20-year-old married
podiatrist Robert E. Joyner and opened a beauty
salon.
She was introduced to Madame C.J. Walker, a
well-known Black businesswoman, specializing in
beauty products and services. Walker supplied
beauty products to a number of the most
prominent Black figures of the time, including
singer Josephine Baker. With her fame, Ms.
Walker was able to open over 200 beauty salon
shops across the United States. After Madame
Walker’s death in 1919, Marjorie was hired to
oversee the Madame C.J. Walker Beauty
Colleges as national supervisor.
A dilemma existed for Black women in the 1920’s.
In order to straighten tightly curled hair, they
could so so only by using a stove-heated curling
iron. This was very time-consuming and frustrating
as only one iron could be used at a time. In 1926,
Joyner set out to make this process faster, easier
and more efficient. She imagined that if a
number of curling irons could be arranged
above women’s head, they could work at the
same time to straighten her hair all at once.
According to the Smithsonian Institute, Joyner
remembered that “It all came to me in the
kitchen when I was making a pot roast one day,
looking at these long, thin rods that held the pot
roast together and heated it up from the inside. I
figured you could use them like hair rollers, and
then heat them up to cook a permanent curl into
the hair.” Thus, she sought a solution to not only
straighten but also provide a curl in a convenient
manner.
Joyner developed her concept by connecting
16 rods to a single electric cord inside of a
standard drying hood. Women would thus wear
the hood for the prescribed period of time and
her hair would be straightened or curled. After
two years Joyner completed her invention and
patented it in 1928, calling it the “Permanent
Waving Machine.” She thus became the first
Black woman to receive a patent and her

device enjoyed enormous and immediate
success. It performed even better than
anticipated as the curl that it added would often
stay in place for several days, whereas curls from
standard curling iron would generally last only
one day.
In addition to the success found in Madame
Walker’s salons, the device was a hit in white
salons as well, allowing white patrons to enjoy the
beauty of their “permanent curl” or “perm” for
days. Although popular, the process could be
painful as well, so Marjorie patented a scalp
protector that could be used to make the
experience more pleasant. This too proved to be
a major success. Despite her accomplishments
and success, Marjorie received none of the
proceeds of her inventions as the patents were
created within the scope of her employment
with Madame Walker’s company, which
therefore received all patent rights and royalties.
Undeterred, in 1945 Joyner co-founded the
United Beauty School Owners and Teachers
Association along with Mary Bethune McLeod.
She tirelessly helped to raise money for Black
colleges and founded the Alpha Chi Pi Omega
Sorority and Fraternity in an effort to raise
professional standards for beauticians. In 1973, at
the age of 77, she was awarded a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from Bethune-Cookman
College in Daytona Beach, Florida.
Marjorie Joyner died on December 7, 1994 at the
age of 98. She left behind her a legacy of
creativity, ingenuity and selflessness that served
to inspire many generations. Research more
about Black female business leaders and
Inventors and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

I know that
many of you
may have
seen the
movie The
Express: The
Ernie Davis
Story, if you
haven’t,
please see
it. Today’s
story is
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about that man, who came from humble
beginnings in Elmira, NY. He was an American
football player, a halfback who won the Heisman
Trophy in 1961 and was its first African American
recipient.
He played college football for Syracuse University
and was the first pick in the 1962 NFL Draft.
Selected by the Washington Redskins of the
National Football League (NFL) in December
1961, he was then almost immediately traded to
the Cleveland Browns and issued number 45.
He was diagnosed with leukemia in the summer
of 1962 and died less than a year later at age 23,
without ever playing in a professional game. He
was inducted into the College Football Hall of
Fame in 1979. Enjoy!
Remember - "Someplace along the line you have
to come to an understanding with yourself, and I
had reached mine a long time before, when I
was still in the hospital. Either you fight or you give
up." – Ernie Davis
Today in our History – November 28, 1961 - Ernie
Davis became the first African American to win
the Heisman Trophy. (December 14, 1939 – May
18, 1963)
ERNIE DAVIS A MAN OF COURAGE - When all his
now-fabulous records are broken, as they surely
will be someday, when the story of his personal
tragedy is no more than an occasional
recollection in the mind of an aging generation,
Ernie Davis will still be remembered as the first
African American to win the Heisman Trophy. This
award is given annually by New York's Downtown
Athletic Club to the best college football player.
Of all such tributes it has come to be regarded as
the most important. Sportswriters and
broadcasters across the country select the
winner, and the award implies something more
than just ability on the playing field. It suggests
character, too, a quality that Ernie Davis owned
in abundance.
Ernie Davis was only 23 when he died in the
Lakeside Hospital in Cleveland. During his short
lifetime he had not had time to accomplish
anything outside of sport; in fact, he had not
even had time to fulfill his prime ambition in sport.
From the time of his early athletic successes in
high school, Ernie had set his heart and mind on
being the best professional football player
anywhere. He was a shy and quiet young man,
and through football he could articulate his pride

and the longing for respect and success that
burned inside him like a roaring furnace.
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Syracuse University senior from East Orange, New
Jersey.

Although every college that covets
championship football would like to have had
Ernie for a student, he chose Syracuse. "I wanted
to play in the big time," he explained, "and a lot
of people including Jim Brown persuaded me
that I'd have better opportunities there." When
Ernie took over Brown's old position as the
Syracuse halfback, he proudly wore Brown's No.
44 jersey and during the next three years
proceeded to break most of Brown's records for
ground gaining and point scoring.

Later Davis talked about the future in his diffident
way, as if every hesitant word were being pulled
from within him by the greatest effort. "Starting
next year," he said, "I expect to play 10 or 11
years and then go into business. I'd like to get into
purchasing or marketing, something like that
where I could use what I learned in college."
Jimmy Brown got Ernie started before the winter
was over, helping him land a job with Pepsi-Cola.
In his spare time, Ernie played basketball to stay
in shape.

Ernie followed Jim Brown to the Cleveland
Browns as a pro, and, after the financial
arrangements had been made, everyone
thought that the pairing of these two strong, swift
and elusive runners would return the Browns to
their former eminence in the National Football
League. There was to be a delay, however. Just
as that season was about to begin, Ernie Davis
was hospitalized with "a blood disorder." It turned
out to be acute monocytic leukemia, the most
virulent form of blood cancer.

Later that week Ernie Davis paid a call on Art
Modell at the Browns' office and said that he had
to go into the hospital briefly for some additional
treatment. They talked about the future of the
football team and how Ernie believed this would
be the year the Browns would regain the
championship. Ernie apologized, as he often
had, for the expense that his medical care was
causing the Browns. He entered the hospital on
Thursday May 16th and went into a coma on
Friday, May 17th.

Davis was treated with a drug known as 6-MP,
and within weeks his illness was in a state of total
remission. No one knew if it would recur.

Early the next morning, Saturday, May 18th he
died in his sleep and the news of his death
shocked everyone who admires courage and
sportsmanship and the many other good, human
qualities that Ernie Davis brought to his
surroundings. Research more about this great
American hero and share with your babies. I will
be in executive meetings all day and will not be
able to respond to any posts. Make it a
champion day!

Wherever he went in Cleveland that fall, Ernie
Davis was as much of a celebrity as if he had
been scoring touchdowns for the team. "Hi ya,
Ern," "Hi, Ernie," "How ya feeling, Ernie?" the fans
would shout at him as he hurried, head down,
through the stadium on the way to the team's
dressing room. A flicker of a smile would cross
Ernie's usually solemn face as he acknowledged
a greeting or reluctantly paused to sign an
autograph. He often sat on the bench with the
team, one of them in all but uniform. "This is when
it's really frustrating," he said one afternoon during
the Browns' game with the St. Louis Cardinals. "I'm
in real good shape now. But it's too late in the
season to take the time during practice to work
me into the setup."
After the game Ernie went back to the dressing
room to congratulate his victorious teammates,
and many of the happy players slapped him on
the back as if he had been a part of the triumph.
Art Modell, the youthful president of the Browns,
came up to Davis and said, "Ernie, why don't you
take the Thanksgiving weekend off? You could
go spend some time with Helen." Modeil winked
at this reference to Ernie's girl, Helen Gott, a

Today’s story is
close to my
heart because
journalism is
what I studied in
school. The
Black woman
that we honor
today was one
of the best.
Enjoy!
Remember –
“People of color
need all of the
things and
opportunity that
the white culture
enjoys.” – Marvel Cooke
Today in our History – November 29, 2000 - Marvel
Cooke passed away, aged 97. She was a
pioneering American journalist, writer, and civil
rights activist. She was the first African American
woman to work at a mainstream white-owned
newspaper.
*On this date in 1903, Marvel Cooke was born.
She was an African American journalist, writer,
and civil rights activist.
From Mankato, Minnesota, Marvel Jackson
Cooke was the daughter of Amy Wood Jackson
and Madison Jackson. Her family moved to
Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1907 and in 1925,
Jackson graduated from the University of
Minnesota at the age of 22. When she got out of
college, she moved to Harlem in New York City
and was hired as editorial assistant at the Crisis,
the NAACP publication. Jackson then went to
the Amsterdam News where she was secretary to
the women's editor and a general assignment
reporter.
While at the Amsterdam News, Jackson helped
organize the first Newspaper Guild unit at a
Black-owned newspaper while being the first
woman reporter in the Amsterdam News’ 40-year
history. She broke her engagement to Roy Wilkins
and soon Married Cecil Cooke, internationally
famous athlete. The Cookes moved to
Greensboro, North Carolina where Marvel taught
history, English and Latin in the high school
department of North Carolina Agricultural and

Technical College. Moving back to New York
City she returned to the Amsterdam News.

380

In 1935, she was part of the successful elevenweek Guild strike against the newspaper. She
then became assistant managing editor at the
People's Voice, a Harlem-based weekly owned
by Adam Clayton Powell.
"I was part of the Bronx Slave Market long
enough to experience all the viciousness and
indignity of a system which forces women to the
streets in search of work," she once said. Her fivepart series for the Daily Compass on the abuse
suffered by black domestic workers was a result
of this research. Cooke also worked as a reporter
and feature writer at the Compass, a short-lived
white-owned New York City daily newspaper
where she was the first black woman to work at a
mainstream white-owned newspaper and the
only Black and the only woman reporter. Cooke
loved immersing herself in the arts. She read,
listened to music, studied art, and went to plays.
She felt that Black people in the arts contributed
things that were lacking in the regular arts,
because the stories and art and music of Black
people reflected their life experience.
In the early fifties, Cooke devoted herself to
political activism. In 1953, she was New York
director of the Council of Arts, Sciences and
Professions and appeared before a hearing
instigated by Sen. Joseph McCarthy New York
and Washington, D.C., defending un-American
accusations.
Cooke was national legal defense secretary of
the Angela Davis Defense Committee in the late
sixties and early seventies. Her husband died in
1978. In her later years, she was national vice
chairman of the American-Soviet Friendship
Committee. Marvel Cooke died in December
2000 in Harlem, N.Y. Research more about black
journalist and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Our story today may be new to some but ask
your grandparents
who know of his
pictures of famous
black people or
landscapes or
maybe you
watched some of
his movies on
television and
didn’t know that
was his work. If
you have
forgotten him,
enjoy!
Remember – “At first I wasn't sure that I had the
talent, but I did know I had a fear of failure, and
that fear compelled me to fight off anything that
might abet it.” Gordon Parks
Today in our History – November 30, 1912 Gordon Parks was born. He was a prolific, worldrenowned photographer, writer, composer and
filmmaker known for his work on projects like
Shaft and The Learning Tree.
Born on November 30, 1912, in Fort Scott, Kansas,
Gordon Parks was a self-taught artist who
became the first African American photographer
for Life and Vogue magazines. He also pursued
movie directing and screenwriting, working at
the helm of the films The Learning Tree, based on
a novel he wrote, and Shaft. Parks has published
several memoirs and retrospectives as well,
including A Choice of Weapons.
Gordon Roger Alexander Buchanan Parks was
born on November 30, 1912, in Fort Scott, Kansas.
His father, Jackson Parks, was a vegetable
farmer, and the family lived modestly.
Parks faced aggressive discrimination as a child.
He attended a segregated elementary school
and was not allowed to participate in activities
at his high school because of his race.
The teachers actively discouraged African
American students from seeking higher
education. After the death of his mother, Sarah,
when he was 14, Parks left home. He lived with
relatives for a short time before setting off on his
own, taking whatever odd jobs he could find.
Parks purchased his first camera at the age of 25
after viewing photographs of migrant workers in
a magazine. His early fashion photographs
caught the attention of Marva Louis, wife of the
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boxing champion Joe Louis, who encouraged
Parks to move to a larger city. Parks and his wife,
Sally, relocated to Chicago in 1940.
Parks began to explore subjects beyond portraits
and fashion photographs in Chicago. He
became interested in the low-income black
neighborhoods of Chicago's South Side. In 1941,
Parks won a photography fellowship with the
Farm Security Administration for his images of the
inner city. Parks created some of his most
enduring photographs during this fellowship,
including "American Gothic, Washington, D.C.,"
picturing a member of the FSA cleaning crew in
front of an American flag.
After the FSA disbanded, Parks continued to take
photographs for the Office of War Information
and the Standard Oil Photography Project. He
also became a freelance photographer for
Vogue. Parks worked for Vogue for a number of
years, developing a distinctive style that
emphasized the look of models and garments in
motion, rather than in static poses.
Relocating to Harlem, Parks continued to
document city images and characters while
working in the fashion industry. His 1948
photographic essay on a Harlem gang leader
won Parks a position as a staff photographer for
LIFE magazine, the nation's highest-circulation
photographic publication. Parks held this position
for 20 years, producing photographs on subjects
including fashion, sports and entertainment as
well as poverty and racial segregation. He also
took portraits of African American leaders,
including Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael and
Muhammad Ali.
Parks launched a writing career during this
period, beginning with his 1962 autobiographical
novel, The Learning Tree. He would publish a
number of books throughout his lifetime,
including a memoir, several works of fiction and
volumes on photographic technique.
In 1969, Parks became the first African American
to direct a major Hollywood movie, the film
adaptation of The Learning Tree. He wrote the
screenplay and composed the score for the film.
Parks's next film, Shaft, was one of the biggest
box-office hits of 1971. Starring Richard
Roundtree as detective John Shaft, the movie
inspired a genre of films known as blaxploitation.
Isaac Hayes won an Academy Award for the
movie's theme song. Parks also directed a 1972

sequel, Shaft's Big Score. His attempt to deviate
from the Shaft series, with the 1976 Leadbelly,
was unsuccessful. Following this failure, Parks
continued to make films for television, but did not
return to Hollywood.
Parks was married and divorced three times. He
and Sally Alvis married in 1933, divorcing in 1961.
Parks remarried in 1962, to Elizabeth Campbell.
The couple divorced in 1973, at which time Parks
married Genevieve Young. Young had met Parks
in 1962 when she was assigned to be the editor
of his book The Learning Tree. They divorced in
1979. Parks was also romantically linked to
railroad heiress Gloria Vanderbilt for a period of
years.
Parks had four children. His oldest son, filmmaker
Gordon Parks Jr., died in a 1979 plane crash in
Kenya.
The 93-year-old Gordon Parks died of cancer on
March 7, 2006, in New York City. He is buried in his
hometown of Fort Scott, Kansas. Today, Parks is
remembered for his pioneering work in the field
of photography, which has been an inspiration to
many. The famed photographer once said,
"People in millenniums ahead will know what we
were like in the 1930's and the thing that, the
important major things that shaped our history at
that time. This is as important for historic reasons
as any other." Research more about this great
American hero and share with your babies. Make
it a champion day!
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Our story for
today
centers on
this
upcoming
Tuesday’s
runoff
elections
that will be
held in many
states for
positions that
will impact
you a lot
closer than
Washington,
D.C. Please
go out and
vote for the race is not over yet unless you stay
home. Back in the days of reconstruction in the
State of South Carolina many people of color
came out to vote and did something that the no
one expected. Enjoy!
Remember – “I had the opportunity to hear a lot
of cases and tried to help as many of our colored
people as I could but like in all things everything
must change nothing remains the same” –
Justice Jonathan Jasper Wright, S.C.
Today in our History – December 1, 1877 Jonathan Jasper Wright was the first Black state
Supreme Court justice. He resigned on this day
from the state supreme court in South Carolina
after the overthrow of the Reconstruction
government.
Jonathan Jasper Wright, the first African
American to serve on a state Supreme Court,
was born in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania and
grew up in nearby Susquehanna County in the
northeastern corner of the state. In 1858, Wright
traveled to Ithaca, New York where he enrolled
in the Lancasterian Academy, a school where
older students helped teach younger ones. He
graduated in 1860 and for the next five years
taught school and read law in Pennsylvania.
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Wright’s first known political activity came in
October 1864 when he was a delegate to the
National Convention of Colored Men meeting in
Syracuse. The convention, chaired by Frederick
Douglass, passed resolutions calling for a
nationwide ban on slavery, racial equality under
the law and universal suffrage for adult males.
When Wright applied for admission to the

Pennsylvania bar, however, he was refused
because of his race.
In 1865 the American Missionary Association sent
Wright to Beaufort, South Carolina to organize
schools for the freedpeople. Wright taught and
gave legal advice to the ex-slaves. In 1866 he
returned to Pennsylvania and was now, with the
backing of a new Federal civil rights law,
accepted into the bar as the state’s first African
American attorney.
Wright returned to Beaufort in January 1867 and
worked as a legal advisor for the Freedman’s
Bureau. He soon became active in Republican
politics and was chosen as a delegate to the
South Carolina Constitutional Convention that
met in Charleston in January 1868. Later that year
he was elected to the South Carolina state
senate representing Beaufort. In 1870 the
Republican-dominated legislature in Columbia
named him a justice of the state supreme court
even though he was 30 and had little courtroom
experience. He joined two white Democrats on
the bench.
By 1876 white conservatives, using fraud,
intimidation and violence, managed to gain
control over South Carolina’s government.
However, it was Wright’s concurrence in a
February 1877 decision confirming the authority
of a Democratic claimant to the governor’s
chair, Wade Hampton, which ended Republican
rule, reconstruction in South Carolina and
Wright’s tenure as a state Supreme Court Justice.
When the new Democrat-controlled legislature
attempted to impeach Wright for corruption and
malfeasance he at first denied the charges and
vowed to defend his name and record. By
August 1877, however, realizing he would not
win, Wright submitted his resignation.
Wright moved to Charleston where he practiced
law, then to Orangeburg where he established
the law department at Claflin College. Jonathan
Wright died of tuberculosis in Orangeburg in
1885. He was 45 at the time of his death.
Research more about Black justices and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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Today’s Story
is about a
Folk singer
whose music
has been
called the
"soundtrack
of the Civil
Rights
Movement."
Her work
inspired
musicians
from Bob
Dylan to Joan
Baez.
An elementary teacher noticed her singing voice
and encouraged her mother to get her formal
training. In 1956 released her first solo album, in
1999, President Bill Clinton awarded her the
National Medal of Arts.
Remember – “If your neighbor looks at you like
they don't enjoy the key you're singing in, look
right back, bless them, and keep on singing.” –
Odetta Holmes
Today in our History – December 2, 2008 – Odetta
Holmes died.
Odetta Holmes, later known simply as Odetta,
was born on December 31, 1930, in Birmingham,
Alabama. Before she even learned how to play
an instrument, Odetta banged on the family
piano in hopes of making music—until her family
members got headaches and told her to stop.
Growing up in the Deep South during the Great
Depression, Odetta fell in love with the work
songs she heard people singing to ease the pain
of the times. "They were liberation songs," she
later recalled. "You're walking down life's road,
society's foot is on your throat, every which way
you turn you can't get from under that foot. And
you reach a fork in the road and you can either
lie down and die or insist upon your life ... those
people who made up the songs were the ones
who insisted upon life."
Odetta's father, Reuben Holmes, died when
Odetta was a child. In 1937 she and her mother,
Flora Sanders, moved across the country to Los
Angeles. It was on the train to California that
Odetta had her first significant experience with
racism. "We were on the train when, at one point,

a conductor came back and said that all the
colored people had to move out of this car and
into another one," she remembered. "That was
my first big wound."
Although Odetta loved singing, she never
considered whether she had any particular vocal
talent until one of her grammar schoolteachers
heard her voice. The teacher insisted to Odetta's
mother that she sign her up for classical training.
In junior high, after several years of voice
coaching, she landed a spot in a prestigious
signing group called the Madrigal Singers. When
Odetta graduated from Belmont High School in
Los Angeles, she continued on to Los Angeles
City College to study music. She later insisted,
however, that her real education came from
outside the classroom.
"School taught me how to count and taught me
how to put a sentence together," she
acknowledged. "But as far as the human spirit
goes, I learned through folk music." And as far as
her musical development went, Odetta said her
formal training was "a nice exercise, but it had
nothing to do with my life.
"Soundtrack of the Civil Rights Movement'
In 1950, after graduating from college with a
degree in music, Odetta landed a role in the
chorus of a traveling production of Finian's
Rainbow. She fell in love with folk music when,
after a show in San Francisco, she went to a
Bohemian coffee shop and experienced a latenight folk music session. "That night I heard hours
and hours of songs that really touched where I
live," she said. "I borrowed a guitar and learned
three chords and started to sing at parties." Later
that year, she left the theater company and took
a job singing at a San Francisco folk club.
In 1953, she moved to New York City and soon
became a fixture at Manhattan's famed Blue
Angel nightclub. "As I did those songs, I could
work on my hate and fury without being
antisocial," she said. "Through those songs, I
learned things about the history of black people
in this country that the historians in school had
not been willing to tell us about or had lied
about."
She recorded her first solo album, Odetta Sings
Ballads and Blues, in 1956, and it became an
instant classic in American folk music. Bob Dylan
later cited that album as the record that first
turned him on to folk music, and Time magazine
raved about "the meticulous care with which she
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tried to recreate the feeling of her folk songs."
Odetta quickly followed with two more highly
acclaimed folk albums: At the Gate of Horn
(1957) and My Eyes Have Seen (1959). In 1960,
Odetta delivered a famed concert at Carnegie
Hall and released a live recording of the
performance.
The 1960s, however, were Odetta's most prolific
years. During that decade, she lent her powerful
voice to the cause of black equality—so often so
that her music has frequently been called the
"soundtrack of the Civil Rights Movement." She
performed at political rallies, demonstrations and
benefits. In 1963, during the March on
Washington, Odetta gave the most iconic
performance of her life: Singing from the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial after an introduction by Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Odetta also recorded more
than a dozen albums during the 1960s, most
notably Odetta and the Blues, One Grain of
Sand, It's a Mighty Worldand Odetta Sings Dylan.
Odetta's popularity waned after the 1960s, and
she recorded only several more albums over the
remaining four decades of her life. Her most
prominent later works include Movin' It On (1987),
Blues Everywhere I Go (1999) and Looking for a
Home (2001). One of the greatest American folk
singers of all time, Odetta has been cited as a
prominent influence by such legendary musicians
as Bob Dylan, Joan Baez and Janis Joplin.
President Bill Clinton presented her with a
National Medal of Arts in 1999.
In 2004, she was made a Kennedy Center
honoree and in 2005, the Library of Congress
awarded her its Living Legend Award. Her highly
acclaimed final album, a live recording
performed when she was 74 years old, was
entitled Gonna Let It Shine (2005). Her music
inspired a generation of civil rights activists who
helped tear down the legacy of slavery and Jim
Crow to build a more equal and just United
States of America.
In her later years, after the popularity of folk
music had declined, Odetta made it her mission
to share its potency with a new generation of
youth. "The folk repertoire is our inheritance. Don't
have to like it, but we need to hear it," she said. "I
love getting to schools and telling kids there's
something else out there. It's from their forebears,
and it's an alternative to what they hear on the
radio. As long as I am performing, I will be
pointing out that heritage that is ours."

Odetta continued performing right up until
almost the day of her death on December 2,
2008, at the age of 77. She had dreamed of
performing at the inauguration of President
Barack Obama, but tragically passed away just
weeks before he took office. Research more
about this great American Treasure and share
with your babies. Make it a champion day!

There are some stories
in our History that need
to be shared as much
as possible. Today’s
story is one of them. I
was blessed to take
some of my students
from Trenton and
Ewing to Houston,
Texas and actually did
one of our awards
ceremonies honoring
the late U.S.
Congressman Mickey
Leland who was from
5th ward of Houston. He was a graduate of Phillis
Wheatley High School where we met the Leland
family, Governor Ann Richards and the late U.S.
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan. The students of
Phillis Wheatley High School and our Trenton
students did two community events – one serving
meals at a soup kitchen and the second was
clothing drive at Texas Southern University. We
were amazed of how many of Phillis Wheatley’s
writings that the students were exposed too.
Enjoy!
Remember – “In every human Breast, God has
implanted a Principle, which we call Love of
Freedom; it is impatient of Oppression, and pants
for Deliverance.” ― Phillis Wheatley
Today in our History – December 5, 1784 – Phillis
Wheatley died.
Phillis Wheatley was the first African American
poet to publish a book. She was born in 1753, in
West Africa and brought to New England,
enslaved, in 1761, where she was sold to John
Wheatley of Boston. The Wheatleys took a great
interest in Phillis’s education and precocity;
Wheatley learned to read and write English by
the age of nine, and she became familiar with
Latin, Greek, the Bible, and selected classics at

an
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early age. She began writing poetry at thirteen,
modeling her work on the English poets of the
time, particularly John Milton, Thomas Gray, and
Alexander Pope. Her poem “On the Death of the
Rev. Mr. George Whitefield” was published as a
broadside in cities such as Boston, New York, and
Philadelphia and garnered Wheatley national
acclaim. This poem was also printed in London.
Over the next few years, she would print a
number of broadsides elegizing prominent English
and colonial leaders.
Wheatley’s doctor suggested that a trip might
improve her delicate health, so in 1771 she
accompanied Nathaniel Wheatley to London.
She was well received in London and wrote to a
friend of the “unexpected and unmerited civility
and complaisance with which I was treated by
all.” In 1773, thirty-nine of her poems were
published in London as Poems on Various
Subjects, Religious and Moral. The book includes
many elegies as well as poems on Christian
themes; it also includes poems dealing with race,
such as the often anthologized “On Being
Brought from Africa to America.” She returned to
America in 1773.
After Mr. and Mrs. Wheatley died, Phillis was left
to support herself as a seamstress and poet. It is
unclear precisely when Wheatley was freed from
slavery, although scholars suggest it occurred
between 1774 and 1778. In 1776, Wheatley wrote
a letter and poem in support of George
Washington; he replied with an invitation to visit
him in Cambridge, stating that he would be
“happy to see a person so favored by the
muses.” In 1778, she married John Peters, who
kept a grocery store. They had three children
together, all of whom died young.

Because of the war and the poor economy,
Wheatley experienced difficulty publishing her
poems. She solicited subscribers for a new
volume that would include thirty-three new
poems and thirteen letters but was unable to
raise the funds. Phillis Wheatley, who had once
been internationally celebrated, died alone in a
boarding house on December 5, 1784. She was
thirty-one years old. Many of the poems for her
proposed second volume disappeared and
have never been recovered. Research more
about this great American and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Our story today is about the life of a radio air
personality, The very first one to own a radio
station. Some of you may remember that I also
was on the air waves in Milwaukee, WI, Chicago,
IL., Cleveland and Philadelphia. Enjoy!
Remember - " Music was in my blood and I have
always dreamed of owning a station one day" Jesse B, Blayton SR.
Today in our History – December 6, 1879 - Jesse B.
Blayton Sr. was born.
Jesse B. Blayton, Sr., was a pioneer African
American radio station entrepreneur. Blayton
founded WERD-AM in Atlanta, Georgia on
October 3, 1949 making him the first African
American to own and operate a radio station in
the United States.
Jesse Blayton was born in Fallis, Oklahoma, on
December 6, 1879. He graduated from the
University of Chicago (Illinois) in 1922 and then
moved to Atlanta, Georgia to establish a private
practice as an accountant. Blayton passed the
Georgia accounting examination in 1928,
becoming the state's first black Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) and only the fourth African
American nationwide to hold the certification.
Blayton also taught accounting at Atlanta
University where he encouraged younger blacks
to enter the profession. He had little success.
Blayton later recalled that much of his recruiting
difficulty came from the students' knowledge
that no white-owned accounting firms would hire
them and his, the only black-owned firm in the
South, was small and had few openings. A
decade after Blayton became a CPA there were
still only seven other blacks in the U.S. who had
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achieved that status.
In 1949 Blayton made history when he bought the
1,000-watt
Atlanta radio
station WERD
for $50,000.
Blayton
changed the
program
format and
directed
toward the
local African
American
audience.
WERD was a
pioneer in
programming
what he
called "Negro appeal" music, playing early
versions of rhythm and blues music that could not
be found elsewhere on the air. Although WDIA,
established in Memphis, Tennessee in 1948,
played music oriented for a black audience,
WERD was the only black-owned station to do so
at that time. By 1954, there were approximately
200 black-oriented radio stations but fewer than
a dozen were African American-owned.
Blayton hired his son, Jesse Blayton, Jr., as the
station's first program director. The younger
Blayton hired four black announcers, Joe
Howard, Roosevelt Johnson, Jimmy Winnington,
and veteran "Jockey" Jack Gibson who by the
early 1950s had became one of Atlanta's most
popular radio personalities. Gibson read daily
news that was relevant to the black community
and often conducted on-air interviews of Atlanta
University professors and other prominent black
leaders to comment on the leading stories of the
day.
WERD also diverged from other local radio
stations in the early 1950s by publicizing the
emerging civil rights movement. The station's
location in the Prince Hall Masonic Lodge
Building, which also housed the headquarters of
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), no doubt gave it a particular
advantage. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., President
of SCLC, often walked upstairs to the WERD
studio to make public statements about the
organization's activities. Research more about
blacks in the radio world and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s story is about a Black female who was
the first of her kind in television both locally in
Chicago, IL and nationally on ABC news. After
the federal government dropped the
requirements for broadcasting in 1977 a lot of
people who didn’t understand journalism and still
don’t have taken a profession which I loved as a
radio air personality who read the news to a
Infotainment audience, Journalism as I
understood it is dead. All we have now are
people giving their opinion and that is not
journalism. This lady was one of the last journalists
on air, Enjoy!
Remember – “I use to be proud that I did my
body of work in the way it was meant to be and I
still Instill this with my students to this day” - Carole
Simpson
Today in our History – December 7, 1941- Carole
Simpson was born.
Award-winning journalist Carole Simpson was the
first black woman television reporter to
broadcast radio news in Chicago. She is also the
first African American woman to anchor a major
television network evening newscast.
Veteran Journalist Carole Simpson, who has
spent her three decades as an anchor in the
network, has accumulated a lot of fan followings
who seem to be mesmerized by her life behind
the camera.
The American journalist Carole Estelle Simpson
was born on 7 December 1941 in Chicago, Illinois.
Born in Chicago, She was the daughter of Lytle
Ray and Doretha Viola Simpson. She is currently
76 years of age, and the birth sign is Sagittarius.
In 1958, Carole graduated attended the
University of Illinois, and after completing her
graduation, she transferred to the University of
Michigan where she graduated in 1962 with her
B.A. degree in journalism.
Carole was the only black journalism major in her
graduating class, and while pursuing her B.A.
degree, she received her first media experience
by working at a community newspaper during
her summer breaks.
Carole, who stands at the tall height, started her
first job on the radio at WCFL in Chicago, Illinois,
and was later hired at WBBM.

387
After that, she moved to television at Chicago's
WMAQ and onto NBC News in the year 1975,
becoming the first African-American woman to
anchor a major network newscast.
She also became the first woman of color to
moderate a presidential debate when she
moderated the debate held between George H.
W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and Ross Perot, at Richmond,
Virginia, in 1992. The same year she won the
Journalist of the Year Award from the National
Association of Black Journalists.
Later, she joined ABC News in the year 1982 and
was an anchor for the weekend edition of World
News Tonight from 1988 to 2003. Though she
ended her career at ABC News but had a
contract with the network until 2005.
After her retirement from ABC News in 2006, she
was hired as Leader in Residence at Emerson
College in Boston, Massachusetts in the year
2007. In 2010, her autobiography, Newslady, was
published by AuthorHouse.
Her time in the network has not just rewarded her
with name and fame but has also been
successful financially. Being the anchor of the
ABC News channel, she must have earned a
huge amount of salary from her career and has a
net worth estimated to be in millions.
Veteran Journalist Carole is married to her
husband James Edward Marshall on 3 September
1966. However, neither Carole nor James has
revealed the information regarding her wedding
reception. There is also no information regarding
how they met and how their relationship
flourished before marriage.
However, it has come to the limelight that, the
couple shares two children together, a daughter
named Mallika JoyMarshall, and a son Adam
Marshall. Her daughter Mallika is now a physician
and her son, Adam is a junior partner in a talent
firm in Los Angeles.
The couple, who currently resides in Boston,
seems to be happy with their two children and
three grandbabies as a family who live in
suburban Wellesley. Research more about this
great American and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Our story today is a prelude to what is happening
and will intensify more in the summer of 1919. The
“bloody summer” as it will be called in many
urban areas of the United States, As WWI draws
to a close in America compared to the black
troops in France are getting a different
experience. Today’s story will be no different
than East. Louis, IL. and other cities. Enjoy!
Remember –
“They told us
to put on the
Uniform and
we can show
are support
to this
Country for
the war
effort, it was
a lie for
many of us”
– Unknown
Black soldier
Today in our
History - On Dec. 11, 1917 -13 black soldiers were
hanged for their part in a little-remembered and
deadly race riot. They were condemned to
death after a trial many called unjust.
Now, at a moment when the continuing impact
of racism in policing and criminal justice is a topic
of fraught public conversation throughout the
United States, relatives on both sides of that
Houston riot are uniting to preserve the memory
of the event and to find some justice for those
executed soldiers.
It began in July 1917, following America
declaring war on Germany and entering World
War I. The 3rd Battalion of the 24th United States
Infantry, a predominantly black unit, was sent to
guard the construction of Camp Logan — part of
the new war effort — on the edge of Houston.
From the beginning, the soldiers encountered Jim
Crow law and racism from police and civilians;
workers constructing the camp resented their
presence.
“They sent these soldiers into the most hostile
environment imaginable,” says Charles
Anderson, a relative of Sgt. William Nesbit, one of
the hanged soldiers. “The soldiers should never
have been sent there — they should have
remained at their base in New Mexico until the
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order came to go to France.”
Tensions mounted until around noon on Aug. 23,
when the Houston police arrested a black soldier
for allegedly interfering in the arrest of a black
woman, triggering a rapid escalation of events
leading to false rumors reaching Camp Logan by
evening that a soldier had been killed and that a
white mob was approaching the camp.
Soldiers grabbed rifles and headed into
downtown Houston, against the orders of their
superior officers. The rampage lasted two hours
and involved gun battles between the soldiers
and the police and local residents, with bayonets
being used, leaving 16 white locals dead,
including five policemen. Four black soldiers also
died.
After tempers finally cooled, the soldiers returned
to camp. The next day martial law was declared
in Houston, and the following day the unit was
dispatched back to New Mexico before three
courts-martial were convened to try 118 indicted
soldiers.
Sixty-four men were tried in San Antonio, charged
with disobeying orders, mutiny, murder and
aggravated assault, during the first court-martial
that began Nov. 1 — the largest murder trial in US
military history —resulting in the 13 death
sentences.
“They were represented by just one lawyer and
didn’t even have a chance to appeal,” says
Angela Holder, great-niece of Cpl. Jesse Moore,
one of the hanged soldiers, and a history
professor at Houston Community College. “They
were denied due process guaranteed by the
Constitution.”
Not one Houstonian among the prosecution
witnesses could identify a soldier as having fired
shots that killed someone, while routinely referring
to the accused using the n-word. Seven soldiers
agreed to testify against the others in exchange
for clemency.
On Nov. 28, the 13 men were found guilty and
sentenced to death. Two weeks later, without an
appeal, they were hanged on Dec. 11.
Shortly after the hasty executions, and in the face
of condemnation from both military and civilian
figures, the US Army made changes to its Uniform
Code of Military Justice to prevent executions
without a meaningful appeal. These changes
remain in place to this day.

It was too late for the soldiers hanged from a
scaffold beside the Salado Creek in San Antonio.
But some in Houston say it’s not too late for some
kind of justice. During the Obama presidency,
soldiers’ relatives lobbied — unsuccessfully — for
posthumous pardons. The petitions have now
been sent to the Trump White House.
Holder was more successful in 2017 at lobbying
the Veterans Association for gravestones in a
Houston cemetery for two soldiers killed during
the riot. And along with other local activists, she
also helped organize the Aug. 23 rededication of
a Texas Historical Commission marker at the
former site of Camp Logan to mark the riot’s
100th anniversary.
The ceremony was attended by Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner, who said the history of the event
is “calling us today to be better,” and “for good
people of all backgrounds to speak against hate
and stand united.”
And it wasn’t the only 100th anniversary to help
focus the minds of those familiar with the riot on
the past, present and future.
“The centennial of the US entry into World War I
has likely brought a heightened awareness of
such events and emboldened people to address
a sensitive topic,” says Lila Rakoczy, program
coordinator of military sites and oral history
programs at the Texas Historical Commission.
Also, recent national police controversies have
struck unfortunate parallels with events
surrounding the riot.
“This was a problem created by community
policing in a hostile environment,” says Paul
Matthews, founder of Houston’s Buffalo Soldiers
National Museum, which examines the role of
African American soldiers during US military
history. “The soldiers were standing up for
America when it wasn’t standing up for them.”
A similar perspective is shared by some relatives
of those who suffered because of the rioting
soldiers.
“The soldiers were 100 percent wrong for rioting,
but I don’t blame them,” says Jules James, greatnephew of Capt. Bartlett James, one of the
battalion’s white officers who managed to
restrain a larger number of soldiers from leaving
camp but died under mysterious circumstances
before the court-martial, notes James, who has
researched the history. "The unit had 60 years of
excellent service, was full of experienced

veterans but couldn’t endure seven weeks of
Houston.”
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Current attempts to deal with this racial tragedy
brought Sandra Hajtman, great-granddaughter
of one of the policemen killed, together with
Holder and Anderson when they met to retrace
the Houston streets taken by the rioting soldiers.
“The men did not have a fair trial,” Hajtman says.
“I have no doubt about the likelihood the men
executed had nothing to do with the deaths. You
have to look at the whole story, why it
happened, and learn from it — both sides bear
responsibility.”
Relatives continue waiting for a response to the
pardon petitions. In the meantime, preserving the
memory of the Houston riot and its aftermath has
itself served as a kind of justice for the relatives of
the soldiers and police who died because of it.
‘’Sandra Hajtman’s ancestor, who was killed, was
a good policeman and would bring abandoned
black children to his home where his wife would
nurse them,” Anderson says. “No one should
have lost their life that night had the right
decisions been made. It was a very sad tragedy
that did not need to happen.”
In November, the largest court-martial in U.S.
military history convened at Fort Sam Houston in
San Antonio to try sixty-three soldiers from the
Third Battalion. Thirteen of the convicted men
were executed by hanging on December 11.
The following year, two additional courts-martial
were held and another sixteen sentenced to
hang. Responding to pressure from black leaders,
President Woodrow Wilson commuted the death
sentences of ten of the condemned men. In
total, nearly sixty soldiers received life
imprisonment for their roles in the affair. The
Houston Mutiny anticipated the “Red Summer”
riots of 1919 in which many African American
servicemen retaliated against white
mistreatment. On the other hand, because of the
Mutiny, the Twenty-fourth Infantry Regiment was
not allowed by the U.S War Department to go to
France to fight in World War I.
Houston marked an anniversary in December
that some in the city would perhaps rather forget
— and others demand be recalled more clearly.
Research more about this and other events
leading up to the “Red Summer” and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!
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recording sessions in New York City. During one
session, Warwick met Burt Bacharach. Bacharach
hired her to record demos featuring songs written
by him and lyricist Hal David. A record executive
liked Warwick's demo so much that Warwick got
her own record deal.
In 1962, Warwick released her first single, "Don't
Make Me Over." It became a hit the following
year. A typo on the record led to an accidental
name. Instead of "Dionne Warrick," the label read
"Dionne Warwick." She decided to keep the new
moniker and went on to greater chart success. In
1964, Warwick had two Top 10 singles with
"Anyone Who Had a Heart" and "Walk On By"—
both penned by Bacharach and David. "Walk
On By" was also her first No. 1 R&B hit.

Today’s story sends us back to New Jersey, this
artist has produced and sung a lot of hits over her
career and we still hear them being played
today. Her sister sung and her niece sung and we
all know her niece. Enjoy!
Remember – “All my friends and peers keep
asking me when I'm going to rest - I just tell them
it's another dirty four-letter word! Dionne Warwick
Today in our History – December 12, 1940 Dionne Warwick was born.
Dionne Warwick sang in a gospel trio before
recording her first hit songs, including "Walk on By"
and "I Say a Little Prayer." After a lull in her career
in the 1970s, her album Dionne (1979) sold a
million copies. She went on to release the albums
Heartbreaker (1982) and How Many Times Can
We Say Goodbye? (1983). In 2012, Warwick
celebrated her 50th anniversary in the music
business with the album Now. She filed for
bankruptcy the following year.
Born Marie Dionne Warrick on December 12,
1940, in East Orange, New Jersey, Dionne
Warwick has enjoyed a tremendously long
career as a singer. She comes from a gospel
musical background as the daughter of a record
promoter and a gospel group manager and
performer. As a teenager, Warwick started up
her group, the Gospelaires, with her sister, Dee
Dee, and aunt Cissy Houston.
After finishing high school in 1959, Warwick
pursued her passion at the Hartt College of Music
in Hartford, Connecticut. She also landed some
work with her group singing backing vocals for

More hits, including many written by Bacharach
and David, followed as the 1960s progressed.
"Message to Michael" made the Top 10 in 1966,
and her version of "I Say A Little Prayer" climbed
as high as the No. 4 spot the following year.
Warwick also found great success with her
contributions to movie soundtracks. The theme
song for the 1967 film Alfie, starring Michael
Caine, was a solid success for her, as was "Valley
of the Dolls," from the 1968 movie of the same
name.
In 1968, Warwick had other hits, including her
trademark tune "Do You Know the Way to San
Jose," which earned Warwick her first Grammy
Award. That same year, Warwick made history as
the first African American woman to perform for
Queen Elizabeth II in England.
Warwick reached the top of the pop charts for
the first time in 1974 with "Then Came You," which
she recorded with the Spinners. But then Warwick
suffered a career slump for several years. In 1979,
she made a triumphant return to the charts with
the ballad "I'll Never Love This Way Again." She
also soon became a fixture on television with the
music program Solid Gold, which she hosted in
the early 1980s. Warwick also had several
successful collaborative efforts. In 1982, she
made the charts with "Friends In Love" with
Johnny Mathis, and "Heart Breaker" with Barry
Gibb.
Around this time, Warwick scored one of the
biggest hits of her career with "That's What Friends
Are For." Stevie Wonder, Elton John and Gladys
Knight also appeared on this 1985 No. 1 hit,
which was an AIDS charity single written by
Bacharach and Carole Bayer Sager. "Love

Power," her duet with Jeffrey Osbourne two years
later, marked her next major hit.
Warwick encountered some challenges
beginning in the 1990s. It was revealed in the late
1990s that she had a lien against her for unpaid
taxes. In 2002, she was arrested in a Miami airport
for possession of marijuana. She lost her sister,
Dee Dee, in 2008, and her cousin, Whitney
Houston, four years later. Despite these personal
losses, Warwick continued to perform and to
record new music.
In 2012, Warwick celebrated her 50th year in
music with the album Now. The recording
features songs written by Bacharach and David.
She once explained her longevity to
Jetmagazine, saying, "I really attribute it to
remaining who I am and not jumping ship, being
completely cognizant of what the people ... are
accustomed to hearing from me."
Warwick's personal life overshadowed her
musical talents the following year. In March 2013,
she made headlines when she declared
bankruptcy. Warwick owned more than $10
million in unpaid taxes, but she stated that she
only $1,000 in cash and $1,500 in personal
property. According to CNN, her spokesperson
explained that her economic crisis was because
of "negligent and gross financial
mismanagement" during the late 1980s through
to the mid-1990s.
Warwick has two sons, David and Damon Elliot,
from her marriage to actor and musician William
David Elliot. She has worked with both of her sons
on different projects over the years. Research
more about this great American and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!
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The story that I want
to share with you
today is about a
Black man in
America who ran a
few businesses that
you know about and
I have even eaten in.
He is a fellow Radio
personality here in
Atlanta and I have
had the honor to be
on his show. He ran
for President of the
United States and
when his party saw
that he was in the
lead that started a smear campaign against him
and he stepped out. Enjoy!
Remember - “I am an American. Black.
Conservative. I don't use African American,
because I'm American, I'm black and I'm
conservative. I don't like people trying to label
me. African- American is socially acceptable for
some people, but I am not some people” Herman Cain
Today in our History - Herman Cain is born on
December 13, 1945
in Memphis, Tennessee. Born to a cleaning
woman and a domestic worker, Cain grew up in
a poor family but learnt what he understood as
the true meaning of success. Through his father’s
hard work, they eventually moved to a better
house in the Collier Heights neighborhood of
Memphis. Cain is married to a homemaker
named Gloria Cain for nearly 45 years and has
two children and three grandchildren.
Cain earned a Master’s degree in Computer
Science from Purdue University in 1971,
interestingly working as a ballistics analyst for the
U.S Navy Department at the same time. Finishing
his education around the same time, he then
entered the corporate sector after taking up a
computer systems analyst position with The
Coca-Cola Company. In 1978, he left Coca-Cola
for Pillsbury, becoming a senior director here for
their Restaurants and Foods group.
By age 36, Herman Cain was handling and
analyzing close to 400 Burger King Restaurants,
mostly in Philadelphia. During the 1980s, his

presence in the Burger King franchise reaped
tremendous benefits as sales began to increase.
Cain’s leadership skills and determination to
transform hard work into productivity and profits
lead Pillsbury to appoint him as the next CEO of
Godfather’s Pizza. This was the year 1986, and
Godfather’s Pizza was in trouble as far as sales,
profits and customers went. Cain had a tough
job ahead of him, as the once leading Pizza
franchise had fallen behind on ratings as far
back as 5th. By laying off extra manpower and
closing around 200 restaurants, Cain returned
Godfather’s Pizza to its original standing.
Cain was appointed chairman for the Federal
Reserve Bank of Kansas City Omaha Branch for
almost two years between 1989 and 1991, and
later became a member of the Kansas Federal
Reserve Bank. He left Godfather’s Pizza and then
became the CEO of the National Restaurant
Association, a trade group which had lobbied
against increasing the minimum wage and other
social schemes such as health care benefits. It
was around this time that his political affiliations
began to take prominent shape.
His entrance into politics was slow and usually on
the sidelines, aiding the Bob Dole administration
as a senior economic adviser in 1996. His
presidential campaign of 2000 firmly put him in
the Republican domain of politics, competing
against George W. Bush for the presidential seat.
While he lost the campaign, it did not deter him
for having a shot at the U.S Senate Candidacy of
2004 for Georgia. He was up against Johnny
Isakson and Mac Collins and came second to
Isakson’s 53.2% vote in the primary.
Cain’s presidential campaign of 2012 eventually
led him to construct his famous 9-9-9 plan, which
aimed to reduce the business transactions tax,
personal income tax and federal sales tax to 9%.
What he next termed as Cain’s Solution
Revolution, this was a plan to keep the 9-9-9
initiative alive. The idea behind this plan was to
get approvals from Congress to support his taxreadjustment program, often gathering large
crowds that supported the venture.
Herman Cain suffered from Stage IV colon
cancer in 2006, and underwent chemotherapy,
entering remission soon after, despite his doctor’s
approximation that he had a 30% chance of
survival. Research more about this this Black
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!
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Today, I want to take you back to a time where
our ancestors were still in bondage. It looked like
all of the work that Denmark Vesey, Gabriel
Processor and Nat Brown wasn’t working to assist
our people from obtaining freedom. This man
would go down in American History as the one
who will start the civil war and using the slave as
the centerpiece. Enjoy!
Remember – “I want you to understand that I
respect the rights of the poorest and weakest of
colored people, oppressed [to deny other the
rights or liberty] by the slave system, just as much
as I do those of the most wealthy and powerful.
That is the idea that has moved me, and that
alone” John Brown
Today in our History – December 14, 1859 - The
U.S. Senate appointed a bipartisan committee to
investigate the Harpers Ferry raid and to
determine whether any citizens contributed arms,
ammunition or money to John Brown's men. The
Democrats attempted to implicate the
Republicans in the raid; the Republicans tried to
disassociate themselves from Brown and his acts.
John Brown was born in Torrington, Connecticut,
on May 9, 1800. His father, Owen Brown, was an
early abolitionist who was accused in 1798 of
forcibly freeing slaves belonging to a clergyman
from Virginia. He spent most of his youth in
Hudson, Ohio, where he worked mainly for his
father and developed skills as a farmer and
tanner.

He married the widow Dianthe Lusk in 1820 and
had seven children by her. Within a year of her
death in 1832, he married again and had 13
more children. He experienced inconsistent
results in business, trying his hand at sheep raising,
farming, tanning, and the wool trade. From 1849
to 1854, he lived in a black community near
North Elba, New York. With tensions rising in
Kansas following the passage of the KansasNebraska Act, Brown sent his five sons – all
thoroughly indoctrinated as abolitionists –
westward while he attempted to settle his debts.
Brown, driving a wagonload of guns, later joined
his sons in Kansas. Proclaiming himself the servant
of the Lord, Brown led an attack in the spring of
1856, that resulted in the murders of five
proslavery settlers. The incident became known
as the Pottawatomie Creek Massacre. This event
was part of widespread violence then occurring
in Bleeding Kansas.
Brown’s uncompromising stand against slavery
won him numerous supporters in the North, where
many abolitionists were frustrated by their lack of
progress. In particular, encouragement and
financial support were extended by the “Secret
Six," a group of influential New England
aristocrats. With their help, Brown was able to
establish a base in western Virginia where he
hoped to spark a general slave rebellion in the
South.
His raid on the U.S. Arsenal at Harper’s Ferry on
October 16, 1859, was part of that plan. With a
band of 18 men, 13 white and 5 black, Brown
seized the town. A number of persons died during
the raid. He expected that slaves would join his
"army of emancipation" as it continued further
into slave-holding territory, but the support did
not materialize.
By the following night, federal troops
commanded by Colonel Robert E. Lee reached
the town and surrounded the raiders. Brown
would not surrender, so they were attacked. Two
of Brown's sons died in the fighting and Brown
himself was seriously wounded. He was taken to
Charles Town, then in Virginia and now in West
Virginia, where he was tried on charges of
inciting a slave insurrection, murder and treason.
After conducting his own defense, he was
convicted, and hanged on December 2, 1859.
Research more about this American hero and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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One of the toughest things in the world is to be
denied by your people. Everywhere you go your
called names or looked down upon and all that
you are trying to do is live your life as a mixed-race
person. When I was teaching/coaching at Red
Bank Regional High School at that time the make
up of the student population was (60% White 30%
Black 10% Asian) in Monmouth County, N.J; I had
twin girls who came during the Christmas season
and stayed for the second semester and were
gone. The story was that they had had problems
with other two High Schools during the first
semester- fighting, abuse and disruption during the
school day near the Army Base (Fort Monmonth).
They never were involved in any extra-circular
activities and it got so bad they ate lunch in my
classroom in the back where they could study and
have some quiet time because everyone in school
knew that you had a safe place in Coach
Hardison's classroom. So, I had them for Homeroom
and taught them both black history before lunch
and had them for AP U.S. History II at the end of the
day. Many days they came to school and class
crying, angry and mad. I always wondered what
happened to them since this was their senior year
of high school. Today’s story is about a young baby
who lived her life knowing that her father was not
only white but one of the most powerful men in
America. Enjoy!
Remember - “I am not bitter. I am not angry. In fact,
there is a great sense of peace that has come over
me in the past year,” she said. “I feel as though a
great weight has been lifted. I am Essie Mae
Washington-Williams, and at last I feel completely
free.” - Essie Mae Washington-Williams

Today in our History – December 15, 2003, U.S.
Senator Strom Thurmond's interracial daughter
confirmed.
Essie Mae Washington-Williams (October 12, 1925
– February 4, 2013) was an American teacher,
author, and writer. She is best known as the
eldest child of Strom Thurmond, Governor of
South Carolina and longtime United States
Senator, known for his pro-racial segregation
policies. Of mixed race, she was born to Carrie
Butler, a 16-year-old African American girl who
worked as a household servant for Thurmond's
parents, and Thurmond, then 22 and unmarried.
Washington-Williams grew up in the family of one
of her mother's sisters, not learning of her
biological parents until 1938 when her mother
came for a visit and informed Essie Mae she was
her mother. She graduated from college, earned
a master's degree, married, raised a family, and
had a 30-year professional career in education.
Washington-Williams did not reveal her biological
father's identity until she was 78 years old, after
Thurmond's death at the age of 100 in 2003.
Though he had little to do with her upbringing, he
had paid for her college education, and took an
interest in her and her family all his life. In 2005,
she published her autobiography, which was
nominated for the National Book Award and a
Pulitzer Prize.
Washington was the daughter of Carrie Butler,
who was 16 when her daughter was born, and
Strom Thurmond, then 22. Carrie Butler worked as
a domestic servant for Thurmond's parents. She
sent her daughter from South Carolina to her
older sister Mary and her husband John Henry
Washington to be raised in Coatesville,
Pennsylvania. The girl was named Essie after
another of Carrie's sisters, who fostered her briefly
as an infant. Essie Mae grew up with her cousin,
seven years older than she, who she believed
was her half-brother.
Washington was unaware of the identity of her
biological parents until 1941, when she was 16.
Her mother told her the full story then and took
her to meet Thurmond in person.
Washington and her mother met infrequently
with Thurmond after that, although they had
some contact for years. After high school,
Washington-Williams worked as a nurse at Harlem
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Hospital in New York City, and took a course in
business education at New York University.
She did not visit the segregated South until 1942,
when she met relatives in Edgefield, S.C. After
having grown up in Pennsylvania, Washington
was shocked by the racial restrictions of the
South. She returned to the north to live with
relatives during the war years. After Thurmond
returned from World War II, she started college at
the all-black South Carolina State College (SCSC)
in the fall of 1947. Thurmond quietly paid for her
college education. She met and married future
lawyer Julius Williams at SCSC in 1948. Her first
child, Julius Williams Jr., was born in 1949. As a
result, Essie Mae Washington-Williams dropped
out of college in the summer of 1949 to begin
raising the first of her four children.
During the late 1950s and 1960s, the years of
national activism in the civil rights movement,
Washington occasionally tried to discuss racism
with Thurmond, who was known for his long-time
political support of segregation, but he brushed
off her complaints about segregated facilities.
Nevertheless, Washington-Williams felt that she
made a significant impact on Thurmond during
their private conversations on race and race
relations and that Thurmond's policies towards
African Americans were affected as a result. In
1976, for example, Thurmond nominated
Matthew J. Perry, whom Essie Mae dated in 1947
shortly before she met her first husband, to the
U.S. Court of Military Appeals. Thurmond became
the first Southern senator to nominate an African
American for a federal judgeship.
Following the death of her husband in 1964,
Washington moved again to Los Angeles,
California, where she completed her
undergraduate studies to receive a bachelor's
degree from California State University, Los
Angeles in 1969 and earned a master's degree in
education at the University of Southern California.
She had a 30-year career as a teacher in the Los
Angeles Unified School District from 1967 through
1997. She was a longtime member of Delta
Sigma Theta sorority, which she joined while at
South Carolina State.
In 1949, Washington left college before her junior
year after marrying Julius T. Williams, a law
student at SCSC, the previous year. After his
graduation from law school, they moved to his

hometown, Savannah, Georgia, where he
established a law practice and was active in the
NAACP. They had two sons and two daughters
together. He died in 1964. Three children live in
the Seattle, Washington, area, and one daughter
lives near Los Angeles. Washington-Williams has
numerous grandchildren.
In 2004, Washington-Williams said that she
intended to be active on behalf of the Black
Patriots Foundation, which was raising funds to
build a monument on the National Mall in
Washington D.C. to honor American blacks who
served in the Revolutionary War. This organization
became defunct the following year. Another
group is now raising funds for the monument.
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In 2005, Washington-Williams was awarded an
honorary Ph.D. in education from South Carolina
State University at Orangeburg when she was
invited to speak at their commencement
ceremony.
She published a memoir, Dear Senator: A Memoir
by the Daughter of Strom Thurmond (2005),
written with William Stadiem. It explored her sense
of dislocation based on her mixed heritage, as
well as going to college in the segregated South
after having grown up in Pennsylvania. It was
nominated for both a National Book Award and
a Pulitzer Prize. Research more about famous
mixed-race children and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Washington-Williams died February 4, 2013, in
Columbia, South Carolina, at age 87.
When Washington-Williams announced her family
connection, it was acknowledged by the
Thurmond family. In 2004 the state legislature
approved the addition of her name to the list of
Thurmond children on a monument for Senator
Thurmond on the South Carolina Statehouse
grounds.
Washington-Williams applied for membership in
the United Daughters of the Confederacy, based
on her heritage through Thurmond to ancestors
who fought as Confederate soldiers. She
encouraged other African Americans to join
lineage societies, in the interests of exploring their
heritage and promoting a more inclusive view of
American history. She said, it is important for all
Americans to have the opportunity to know and
understand their bloodline. Through my father's
line, I am fortunate to trace my heritage back to
the birth of our nation and beyond. On my
mother's side, like most African Americans, my
history is broken by the course of human events.
The lineage society is open to female
descendants of Confederate veterans of the
American Civil War. As her father Thurmond had
been a member of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans, his completed genealogical
documentation was deemed sufficient for her to
qualify for membership, according to her lawyer,
Frank Wheaton. She also intended to join the
Daughters of the American Revolution.

Growing up in Trenton, N.J. in a Christian Church
upbringing, I noticed that at the time there was a
lot of genders, cross genders in the choir. The
Church of God In Christ was big in hosting
musical events state-wide and nationally which
put you in contact with a wide verity of people.
Joining the New Jersey Mass Choir took it to
another level as you interacted with larger
gender groups.
As I worked on the radio and dance clubs, also
acted as master of ceremonies for groups,
Individuals and acts that came through
Southeast Wisconsin and Northern Illinois. Let’s

face it back in the day it was tough to “Come
out of the closet” there was no acceptance as a
society for THOSE PEOPLE that we now call LGBTQ
and the emotional swing and acceptance was
tough for many great artists but there was one
that I had the opportunity to meet during the
days of Disco and would always sell out any
venue especially my beloved POISON APPLE
DISCOTECHE which I helped design and was
program director, the building was fire coded at
5,000 people. Enjoy today’s story!
Remember - “I was black, gay and some form of
gender queer before there was that term.” Sylvester James
Today in our History – December 16, 1988 Sylvester James died.
Sylvester James, American singer and songwriter,
was born in the Watts section of Los Angeles,
California to Sylvester James and Letha Weaver
on September 6, 1947. He grew up with his
mother and stepfather Robert Hurd, as well as
five siblings: John James, Larry James, Bernadette
Jackson, Bernadine Stevens, and Alonzo Hurd.
Raised attending the Palm Lane Church of God
and Christ in Los Angeles, James became a
young gospel star performing at churches and
conventions across California.
James graduated from Jordan High School in Los
Angeles in 1969. He studied interior design for two
years at Leimert Beauty College, Los Angeles and
also studied archeology, working at the Museum
of Ancient History at the La Brea Tar Pits. During
this time, he co-founded the recording group,
the Disquotays.
After moving to San Francisco in 1967, he joined
the Cockettes, a theater troupe, singing jazz and
blues standards of the 1920s and 1930s; in
November 1971, the Cockettes performed at the
Anderson Theater in New York City’s East Village.
Sylvester made his debut album on the Blue
Thumb label with Lights Out (1971), followed in
1973 by Sylvester and Bazaar. In 1976, Sylvester
hired the singers Martha Wash and Izora
Armstead-Rhodes. Record producer Harvey
Fuqua discovered the group and signed them
with Fantasy Records which produced the album
Sylvester in 1977.
James performed at the Rock Show at
Winterland in San Francisco, opened for Chaka
Khan, appeared at the Castro Street Fair with
Harvey Milk, and was profiled in GQ magazine. In
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1978, James performed on Dick Clark’s American
Bandstand
and on The
Merv Griffin
Show. On
March 11,
1979,
Sylvester
performed
at the San
Francisco
War
Memorial
Opera
House and
was
awarded
the Key to
the City by
Mayor Diane Feinstein. The concert was released
as the album Living Proof. Also in 1979, Disco
International Magazine deemed him Best Male
Disco Act.
Over the course of his career, James sang a
variety of genres, including ballads, jazz, blues,
gospel, R&B, rock, torch songs, soul, and disco.
He toured South America, Europe, the United
Kingdom, and North America. The album Step II
in 1978 included the Gold-record hits “You Make
Me Feel (Might Real)” and “Dance (Disco Heat)”
and received three Billboard Disco Forum
Awards. Three more albums followed: Stars
(1979), Sell My Soul (1980), and Too Hot to Sleep
(Fantasy/ Honey Records, 1981). After working
with Fantasy, Sylvester joined Megatone Records
in 1981 and produced the albums All I Need
(1982), Call Me (1983), and M-1015 (1984). In
December 1986, on New Year’s Eve, he
appeared on The Late Show Starring Joan Rivers.
In 1986, Sylvester joined Warner Brothers to
produce his final album Mutual Attraction, which
included the hit “Someone Like You.” He also
sang with Aretha Franklin for her album Who’s
Zooming Who? In later years, he became an
AIDS awareness activist. His last public
appearance was leading the People Living with
AIDS/ARC group at San Francisco’s Gay
Freedom Day Parade on June 26, 1988. The 1988
Castro Street Fair in San Francisco was themed as
a tribute to his work. Sylvester James died on
December 16, 1988 in San Francisco. Research
more LGBTQ artist and share with your babies
and make it a champion day!

Today’s story takes me back to my U.S. History
class during my Undergraduate work at College.
The story was a research project and I had
spoken to some family members who had
moved to Wisconsin at the time in 1972. I never
forgot the case and while I was teaching at
Ewing High School, (Mercer County, NJ – outside
of Trenton) I shared this case with my students in
1991 and the Administration and School Board
were mad at me for starting trouble by having
children go home and ask questions to their
parents/guardians that would divide the racially
mixed student body. This was one of the reasons
why they wanted me out I was at the end of the
school year.
I went to Red Bank Regional High School the next
year and still presented to the students in my
classes while there. A friend of mine Steven
Dunlap asked me about it a month ago and I
told him that my posts go by month and day of
an historical event and when it comes up I will
surly tell the story. Learn and enjoy!
Remember – “There wasn't any reason to convict
this child. There was no evidence to present to
the jury. There was no transcript. This case needs
to be re-opened. This is an injustice that needs to
be righted.” - Attorney Ray Chandler
representing Stinney's family
Today in our History – December 17, 2014 George Junius Stinney Jr., circuit court Judge
Carmen Mullen vacated Stinney's conviction.
George Junius Stinney Jr. (October 21, 1929 –
June 16, 1944), was an African American
teenager wrongfully convicted at age 14 of the
murder of two white girls in 1944 in his hometown
of Alcolu, South Carolina. He was executed in
June of that year, still only 14. His appeal to the
governor for clemency was denied. He was one
of the youngest Americans to be sentenced to
death and executed.
A re-examination of the Stinney case began in
2004, and several individuals and Northeastern
University School of Law organized to seek a
judicial review. His conviction was vacated in
2014 when a court ruled that he had not
received a fair trial.
Police arrested 14-year-old George Stinney, a
local African American, as a suspect. They said
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that he confessed to the crime to them. There
was no written record of his confession apart
from notes provided by an investigating deputy.
No transcript was recorded of the brief trial.
Stinney was convicted of first-degree murder of
the two girls in less than 10 minutes by an allwhite jury, during a one-day trial. The court
refused to hear his appeal. He was executed
that year, still age 14, by electric chair.
In the decades since Stinney's conviction and
execution, the question of his guilt, the validity of
his reported confession, and the judicial process
leading to his execution have been extensively
criticized.
A group of lawyers and activists investigated the
Stinney case on behalf of his family. In 2013 the
family petitioned for a new trial. On December
17, 2014, his conviction was posthumously
vacated 70 years after his execution, because
the circuit court judge ruled that he had not
been given a fair trial; he had no effective
defense representation and his Sixth Amendment
rights had been violated. The judgment noted
that while Stinney may have committed the
crime, the prosecution and trial were
fundamentally flawed. Judge Mullen ruled that
his confession was likely coerced and thus
inadmissible. She also found that the execution of
a 14-year-old constituted "cruel and unusual
punishment."
George Stinney Jr, of African descent, was the
youngest person to be executed in the 20th
century in the United States. This young black was
only 14 years old at the time of his execution by
electric chair. 70 years later, his innocence has
just been officially recognized by a judge in
South Carolina.
From his trial to the execution room, the boy
always had his Bible in his hands while claiming
his innocence. George was unfairly accused of
murdering two White girls (Betty 11 and Mary 7),
whose bodies had been found not far from the
house where the boy and his parents lived. At
that time, all the members of the jury were white.
The trial lasted 2H30, and the jury made the
decision of his sentence after 10 minutes.
The boy’s parents, threatened, were barred from
taking part in the trial after being ordered to
leave the city. Prior to his trial, George spent 81
days in detention without the possibility of seeing
his parents for the last time. He was imprisoned
alone in his cell, 80 kilometers from his hometown.

His hearing of the facts was done alone, without
the presence of his parents or a lawyer.
George’s electrocution charge was 5,380 volts
on his head. We let you imagine what such an
electric shock can have on a young child’s
head. We will never forgive and will never
FORGET!
Rather than approving a new trial, on December
17, 2014, circuit court Judge Carmen Mullen
vacated Stinney's conviction. She ruled that he
had not received a fair trial, as he was not
effectively defended and his Sixth Amendment
right had been violated. The ruling was a rare use
of the legal remedy of coram nobis. Judge
Mullen ruled that his confession was likely
coerced and thus inadmissible. She also found
that the execution of a 14-year-old constituted
"cruel and unusual punishment", and that his
attorney "failed to call exculpating witnesses or to
preserve his right of appeal."
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The plot revolves around a fictitious nephew of
Stinney/Bragg, who unravels the truth about the
case decades later. The novel was adapted as a
1991 television movie of the same name directed
by John Erman, featuring Kenny Blank as
Stinney/Bragg. Lou Gossett Jr. played
Stinney's/Bragg's younger brother James. As of
February 2014, another movie about the Stinney
case, 83 Days, was planned by Pleroma Studios,
written and produced by Ray Brown with Charles
Burnett as director.

Today’s story
is about a
person was
an American
film, television
and
Broadway
actor,
director, poet,
playwright,
author, and
civil activist.

Mullen confined her judgment to the process of
the prosecution, noting that Stinney "may well
have committed this crime." With reference to
the legal process, Mullen wrote, "No one can
justify a 14-year-old child charged, tried,
convicted and executed in some 80 days,"
concluding that "In essence, not much was done
for this child when his life lay in the balance."
Family members of both Betty Binnicker and Mary
Thames expressed disappointment at the court's
ruling. They said that, although they
acknowledge Stinney's execution at the age of
14 is controversial, they never doubted the boy's
guilt. The niece of Betty Binnicker claimed she
and her family have extensively researched the
case and argues that "people who [just] read
these articles in the newspaper don't know the
truth." Binnicker's niece alleges that, in the early
1990s, a police officer who had arrested Stinney
had contacted her and said: "Don't you ever
believe that boy didn't kill your aunt."
These family members said that the claims of a
deathbed confession from an individual
confessing to the girls' murders have never been
substantiated. Research more about this great
American tragedy by reading David Stout based
his first novel Carolina Skeletons (1988) on this
case. He was awarded the 1989 Edgar Award for
Best First Novel (Edgar Allan Poe Award). Stout
suggests in the novel that Stinney, whom he
renames Linus Bragg, was innocent.

He was
married to
Ruby Dee,
with whom he
frequently
performed,
until his death
in 2005.
He and his wife were named to the NAACP
Image Awards Hall of Fame; were awarded the
National Medal of Arts and were recipients of the
Kennedy Center Honors. He was inducted into
the American Theater Hall of Fame in 1994. Enjoy!
Remember – “College ain't so much where you
been as how you talk when you get back.” Ossie Davis
Today in our History – December 18, 1917 – Ossie
Davis was born.
Ossie Davis was a twentieth century renowned
African American film and television artist and
Broadway actor. Besides that, he was also known
for his work as a playwright, poet and author.
Being an actor and author, Davis had a sensitive
side which made him conscious of social

problems faced by his race which he tried to
bring to light as a social activist.
Davis was named Raiford Chatman Davis on his
birth. He was born on December 18, 1917, in
Cogdell, Clinch County, Georgia. He came to
known as Ossie when a country clerk mistaken R.
C for Ossie upon his birth. As it was a regular
occupation for white people to threaten and
bully the blacks, Davis family was no less a victim
of this cruelty. His father was threatened to be
shot for occupying such a major work post for a
black man. Despite facing the extreme racism,
Davis had been able to attend school and was
later sent to Howard University. However, he
dropped out in 1939 in order to follow his dream
career of acting but not before he finished a
course at Columbia University School of General
Studies.
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American was often performed in various
theaters and enjoyed by the youth. It was not
until his late acting career that he received
recognition by working in films such as Jungle
Fever, Do The Right Thing and She Hate Me.
Moreover, he worked as a voice-over artist in the
early 1990s CBS sitcom, Evening Shade. Having a
unique personality, Davis was requested to host
the annual National Memorial Day Concert from
Washington, DC. His final acting project included
numerous guest roles. One that stands out
amongst others was the Showtime drama series
The L Word. Ossie Davis passed away on
February 9, 2005, in Florida. Research more about
this great American talent and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!

1939 was the year when he first embarked upon
his eight-decade long journey of his acting
career. He had to face the similar problems as all
the black community did when they made any
meaningful career choice, such as strong
resistance from white. They were allowed to play
only stereotypical and low-profile characters.
Nevertheless, Davis had different plans as he
wanted to play something significant following
the example of Sidney Poitier. The struggle for a
major role was inevitable for a beginner like
himself so he was offered roles like that of a butler
or porter. In order to make a difference, he took
on whatever small roles came his way very
seriously and made them non-stereotypical.
After experiencing career as an actor, he aspired
to become a director. Eventually, Ossie Davis
became one of the stellar directors of his time
along with Melvin Van Peebles, and Gordon
Parks. He is credited with directing some notable
films including the famous action film Cotton
Comes to Harlem, Black Girl and Gordon’s Work.
He was one of the few African American actors
who found commercial success in such a cutthroat competitive industry as Hollywood. He
acted along with Sean Conner in the 1965 movie
The Hill and in other films including, The
Scalphunters and The Cardinal. He was
successful but his success didn’t exceed to
massive commercial and critical fame that his
contemporaries Bill Cosby and Sidney Poitier
savored.
In addition to acting and directing, Davis also
wrote plays for theater. His Paul Robeson: All-

Today’s story is about a working professional that
I had the honor to meet on several occasions. I
first met him at a New Year’s Eve party at a
dinner club in Philadelphia, PA. back in 1970, I
was there to see one of his vocalists that I loved
at the time like many others did also, Jessica
Marguerite Cleaves who started with “The Friends
of Distention.” Some of you youngsters may not
know but Earth, Wind and Fire had two female
singers in the group when they first started. As
time went on they dropped the females and still
produced some of the best music ever. Enjoy!
Remember - “We've been called the soundtrack
of people's lives. There have been lots of downs,
of course but mostly ups. That EW&F is still clicking
at least twenty years on and has a life of its own,
that the songs have stayed alive - we're like a
good book that people go back to.” - Maurice
White

Today In Our History – December 19, 1941 Maurice White was an American musician,
singer, songwriter, record producer, and
arranger. Maurice White died.
White has been described as a "musical
renaissance man" by Allmusic and a "maestro" by
Billboard. He was nominated for a total of 22
Grammys, of which he won seven. White was
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
the Vocal Group Hall of Fame as a member of
Earth, Wind & Fire, and was also inducted
individually into the Songwriters Hall of Fame.
White worked with several famous recording
artists, including Deniece Williams, the Emotions,
Barbra Streisand, and Neil Diamond. He was
diagnosed with Parkinson's disease in the late
1980s, which led him eventually to stop touring
with Earth, Wind & Fire in 1994. He retained
executive control of the band and remained
active in the music business until his death in
February 2016.
Earth, Wind and Fire vocalist and co-founder
Maurice White died in his sleep in Los Angeles on
Wednesday evening. A rep for the band
confirmed his passing to Rolling Stone. He was 74.
The singer had been battling Parkinson’s disease
since 1992, according to TMZ. His health had
reportedly deteriorated in recent months.
Because of the disease, he had not toured with
the pioneering soul and R&B group since 1994.
He nevertheless remained active on the business
side of the group.
“My brother, hero and best friend Maurice White
passed away peacefully last night in his sleep,”
White’s brother and bandmate Verdine wrote in
a statement. “While the world has lost another
great musician and legend, our family asks that
our privacy is respected as we start what will be
a very difficult and life changing transition in our
lives. Thank you for your prayers and well wishes.”
“The light is he, shining on you and me,” the
band added on Twitter.
White, who formed the group with Verdine in
1969, helped innovate a lush, eclectic style with
Earth, Wind and Fire that drew inspiration from
funk, jazz, R&B and Latin music – as well as Sly
Stone and James Brown – for a unique sound
that set the tone for soul music in the Seventies.
The springy, elastic soul-pop of “Shining Star,”
which White co-wrote, earned them their first
Number One, and paved the way for hits like the
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joyful “Sing a Song,” the percussive and brassy
“September,” their swinging cover of the Beatles’
“Got to Get You Into My Life” and the robotic
disco of “Let’s Groove.” Rolling Stone included
the group’s sweetly smooth 1975 single, “That’s
the Way of the World,” on its list of the 500
Greatest Songs of All Time.
Earth, Wind and Fire have sold more than 90
million albums around the world, according to
The Associated Press. Several of their albums
went multiplatinum, including 1975’s That’s the
Way of the World, the following year’s Spirit and
1977’s All ‘n’ All. They won six Grammys over the
course of their career. In 2000, they were
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. The
group will be honored with a lifetime
achievement award later this month at the
Grammys, along with Run-DMC and Herbie
Hancock.
Maurice White was born in Memphis on
December 19th, 1941, the son of a doctor and
grandson of a New Orleans honky-tonk pianist.
He moved to Chicago with his family and sang
gospel from a young age. He attended the
Chicago Conservatory of Music in the mid Sixties
and served as a session drummer at Chess
Records, where he cut records with Muddy
Waters, the Impressions and Billy Stewart. In the
late Sixties, he played in the Ramsay Lewis Trio,
where he learned kalimba, the African thumb
piano which would become a big part of Earth,
Wind and Fire’s sound.
White formed the first lineup of Earth, Wind and
Fire with Verdine – who sang, played bass and
performed percussion – in Los Angeles, naming
the group after the elements on his astrological
chart. Over the years, White would sing and play
the kalimba, drums and produce. They signed to
Capitol but switched to Warner Bros. within two
years and put out two albums, and they didn’t
garner much attention until he brought younger
musicians into the lineup. Things changed with
Head to the Sky, their 1973 release. It went gold
and began a long streak of hits. That’s the Way
of the World, the soundtrack to a Harvey Keitel
flick that featured the group, contained “Shining
Star,” which won them a Grammy, and propelled
the band into arenas, where they put on
elaborate, striking stage shows. By 1978, they
were asked to appear in the movie Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Heart’s Club Band, where they debuted
their hit Beatles cover.

“We had a strong leader,” Verdine told The
Telegraph in 2013. “We really looked up to
Maurice. … You have to understand that we
were 21 years old when we started our journey
with Earth, Wind and Fire and Maurice was 31,
and so he had done a lot more things than we
had. Maurice was interested in establishing a
credibility of a different morality about musicians
and their lifestyles. So we were into healthy food,
meditation, taking vitamins, reading
philosophical books, being students of life.”
Throughout the Seventies, White also started a
career as a producer, working with the Emotions,
Ramsey Lewis and Deniece Williams. He released
a solo album, Maurice White, in 1985 and made
a hit out his cover of “Stand by Me.”
“You know how hard it is to present Afrocentric
Jazz & spiritual positivity in the face of what we
had to deal with in the Seventies?” Questlove
wrote on Instagram. “When times were hard
sometimes the only release you had was music. &
if it wasn’t Stevie, you were reaching for
your #EarthWindAndFirealbums.”
“In my junior high school, the white kids loved
Zeppelin, the black kids loved [Parliament
Funkadelic], the freaky kids loved Bowie,
but everyone loved Earth, Wind & Fire,” added
Red Hot Chili Peppers bassist Flea. “They were just
undeniable.”
“Being joyful and positive was the whole
objective of our group,” White once said,
according to SongwriterUniverse. “Our goal was
to reach all the people and to keep a universal
atmosphere – to create positive energy. All of our
songs had that positive energy. To create
uplifting music was the objective.” Research
more about this great American musical act and
its co-founder Maurice White and share with your
babies. Make it a champion day!
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Today’s story is a
painful one
because it is
close to home
being that I am
from New Jersey
and it was
nothing for us to
go to NYC or any
of the five
sections known
as Burrows. In the
1980s, several
racially
motivated
attacks
dominated the
headlines of New
York City
newspapers. On
September 15,
1983, artist and model Michael Stewart died on a
lower Manhattan subway platform from a
chokehold and beating he received from several
police officers. A year later, on October 29, an
elderly grandmother, Eleanor Bumpers, was
murdered by a police officer in her Bronx
apartment as he and other officers tried to evict
her.
Later that year, on December 22, a white man,
Bernhard Goetz, shot and seriously wounded four
black teenagers he thought were going to rob
him on a subway train in Manhattan. The Howard
Beach racial incident in late 1986 propelled the
predominantly Italian and Jewish community into
the national spotlight, exposing racial hatred in
New York City. Enjoy!
Remember - “I could recall 25 years ago as a kid,
I would not recommend anyone black stopping
there,” said Representative Gregory W. Meeks,
who is black and represents Old Howard Beach,
east of Cross Bay Boulevard. “Today, it’s definitely
a different place.”
Today in our History - On December 20, 1986, a
black man was killed and another was beaten in
Howard Beach, Queens, New York, United States
in a racially charged incident that heightened
racial tensions in New York City.
The man attacked was 23-year-old Michael
Griffith (March 2, 1963 – December 20, 1986),
who was from Trinidad and had immigrated to
the United States in 1973, and lived in Crown

Heights, Brooklyn. He was killed after being hit by
a car as he was chased onto a highway by a
mob of white youths who had beaten him and
his friends. Griffith's death was the second of
three infamous racially motivated killings of black
men by white mobs in New York City in the 1980s.
The other victims were Willie Turks in 1982 and
Yusuf Hawkinsin 1989.
Late on the night of Friday, December 19, 1986,
four black men, Michael Griffith, 23; Cedric
Sandiford, 36; Curtis Sylvester and Timothy
Grimes, both 20, were riding in a car when it
broke down in a deserted stretch of Cross Bay
Boulevard near the Broad Channelneighborhood
of Queens. Three of the men walked about three
miles north to seek help in Howard Beach, a
mostly white community, while Sylvester
remained behind to watch the car. They argued
with some white teens who were on their way to
a party, then left.
By 12:30 a.m. on the 20th, the men reached the
New Park Pizzeria, near the intersection of Cross
Bay Boulevard and 157th Avenue. After a quick
meal the men left the pizzeria at 12:40 a.m. and
were confronted by a group of white men,
including the group they had earlier confronted.
When Sandiford, Grimes, and Griffith left the
restaurant at 12:40 a.m., a mob of twelve white
youth awaited them with baseball bats, tire irons,
and tree limbs. The gang, led by Jon Lester, 17,
included Salvatore DeSimone, 19, William
Bollander, 17, James Povinelli, 16, Michael Pirone,
17, John Saggese, 19, Jason Ladone, 16, Thomas
Gucciardo, 17, Harry Bunocore, 18, Scott Kern,
18, Thomas Farino, 16, and Robert Riley, 19.
Racial slurs were exchanged and a fight ensued.
Sandiford and Griffith were seriously beaten;
Grimes escaped unharmed. The mob attacked
Griffith and Sandiford. Grimes, who drew a knife
on the angry mob, escaped with minor injuries.
Sandiford begged, “God, don’t kill us” before
Lester knocked him down with a baseball bat.
With the mob in hot pursuit, the severely beaten
Griffith ran the nearby Belt Parkway where he
jumped through a small hole in a fence adjacent
to the highway. As he staggered across the busy
six-lane expressway, trying to escape his
attackers, he was hit and instantly killed by a car
driven by Dominic Blum, a court officer and son
of a New York police officer. His body was found
on theBelt Parkway at 1:03 a.m.
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The incident sparked immediate outrage in New
York’s African American community, prompting
black civil rights activist Reverend Al Sharpton to
organize several protests in Howard Beach, as
well as the Carnarsie and Bath Bay sections of
Brooklyn. Other leaders, including newly elected
black Congressman Floyd Flake and Brooklyn
activists Sonny Carson and Rev. Herbert
Daughtry, called for boycotts of all white-owned
Howard Beach businesses.
New York Governor Mario Cuomo appointed a
special prosecutor, Charles J. Hynes, who
brought manslaughter, second degree murder,
and first-degree assault charges against four
leaders of the mob, Jon Lester, Jason Ladone,
Scott Kern and Michael Pirone. The other men
were charged with lesser offenses.
Griffith's death provoked strong outrage and
immediate condemnation by then-Mayor of New
York City Ed Koch, who referred to the case as
the "No. 1 case in the city". Two days after the
event, on December 22, three local teenagers,
Jon Lester, Scott Kern, and Jason Ladone,
students at John Adams High School, were
arrested, and charged with second-degree
murder. The driver of the car that struck Griffith,
24-year-old Dominick Blum, was not charged with
any crime; a May 1987 grand jury did not return
criminal charges against him.
To protest the killing of Griffith, 1,200
demonstrators marched through the streets of
Howard Beach on December 27, 1986. A heavy
NYPD presence kept angry white locals, who
were screaming at the crowd of marchers, in
check.
The Griffith family, as well as Cedric Sandiford,
retained the services of Alton H. Maddox and C.
Vernon Mason(who was later disbarred), two
attorneys who would become involved in the
Tawana Brawley affair the following year.
Maddox raised the ire of the NYPD and
Commissioner Benjamin Ward by accusing them
of trying to cover up facts in the case and aid
the defendants.
After witnesses repeatedly refused to cooperate
with Queens D.A. John J. Santucci, Governor of
New York Mario Cuomo appointed Charles
Hynes special prosecutor to handle the Griffith
case on January 13, 1987. The move came after
heavy pressure from black leaders on Cuomo to
get Santucci, who was seen as too partial to the

defendants to prosecute the case effectively, off
the case.
Twelve defendants were indicted by a grand jury
on February 9, 1987, including the original three
charged in the case. Their original indictments
had been dismissed after the witnesses refused to
cooperate in the case.
After a lengthy trial and 12 days of jury
deliberations, the three main defendants were
convicted on December 21, 1987 of
manslaughter, a little over a year after the death
of Griffith. Kern, Lester and Ladone were
convicted of second-degree manslaughter and
Michael Pirone, 18, was acquitted. Ultimately
nine people would be convicted on a variety of
charges related to Griffith's death.
On January 22, 1988, Jon Lester was sentenced
to ten to thirty years' imprisonment. On February
5, Scott Kern was sentenced to six to eighteen
years' imprisonment, and on February 11, 1988,
Jason Ladone received a sentence of five to
fifteen years' imprisonment.
In December 1999, the block where Griffith had
lived was given the additional name "Michael
Griffith Street."
Jason Ladone, then 29, was released from prison
in April 2000 after serving 10 years, and later
became a city employee. He was arrested again
in June 2006, on drug charges. In May 2001, Jon
Lester was released and deported to his native
England where he studied electrical engineering
and started his own business. He died on August
14, 2017 at age 48 of what some suspect was a
suicide. He left behind a wife and three
children.[10] Scott Kern was released from prison,
last of the three main perpetrators, in 2002.
In 2005 the Griffith case was brought back to the
public's attention after another racial attack in
Howard Beach. A black man, Glenn Moore, was
beaten severely with a metal baseball bat by
Nicholas Minucci, who was convicted of hate
crimes in 2006. The case was revisited yet again
by the media, after the death of Michael Sandy,
29, who was beaten and hit by a car after being
chased onto the Belt Parkway in Brooklyn, New
York, in October 2006. Research more about
Black harassment in communities and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!
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Growing up in
the inner city
was not an
easy thing, and
today it is even
worse for many.
The part of
Trenton, N.J.
(East Trenton)
where I grew
up did not have
any organized
Little League
Baseball teams
as they did on
the other parts
of town and if
you tried to
work out and slip past them naturally they asked
for your address and send us back home. So, all
we could do is play wall ball, stick ball or half ball.
We were happy that a young man from our
church (Eddie Courtney) would takes out at on
Saturday afternoons and go over fundamentals
but we never played against anyone. They all
changed when my brother, I and others finally
got to Junior High School and tried out and make
the Junior High Varsity School team all three
years. The only saving grace was going to
Lawnside, N.J. (Lawnside was developed and
incorporated as the first independent, selfgoverning black municipality north of the MasonDixon Line in 1840. The United Parcel Service has
a large depot in the borough.)
During segregation and (yes there was
segregation up North) we could meet, watch
and speak with many of the black entertainers of
the day at my Great Uncle’s restaurant and park
area. I was fortunate to meet a lot of famous
people but since I loved baseball, watching and
playing with some of the young baseball stars
was the best because no matter the
conversation it always got back to today’s story
great, Enjoy!
Remember – “Playing winter ball was the best
because we could finally play against some
white professional baseball players and showed
then that we in the Negro Leagues were just as
good or even better than most of them.” – Josh
Gibson

Today in our History – December 21, 1911 – Josh
Gibson dies.
Josh Gibson (December 21, 1911 – January 20,
1947) was an American Negro League
professional baseball player. He was born in
Buena Vista, Georgia on December 21, 1911. His
father had a farm there but he moved the family
to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Gibson was studying
to be an electrician and only attended school till
the 9th grade. He did not play baseball for a
team until the age of 16, when he played for an
amateur team sponsored by the department
store where he worked. After this he was
recruited by a semi-professional baseball team
called the Pittsburgh Crawfords.
The team gained professional status in 1931.
Gibson himself played his first professional game
in 1930. He was sitting in the stands during a
Gray’s game but one of their catchers named
Buck Ewing was injured and Gibson was invited
to replace him.
Gibson was married to Helen Mason in 1929 at
the age of 17. The next year, he was recruited by
a team called the Homestead Grays, the top
Negro league team in Pittsburgh. Soon after he
debuted for the team, his wife went into labor
and died due to complications during delivery.
The twins Helen gave birth to survived and were
raised by her mother.
Josh Gibson has often been called one of
baseball’s greatest home run hitters. The Negro
leagues scheduled games within the league, as
well as barnstorming games against semiprofessional and non-league teams. Although
there are no published or organized records of
league scores in different seasons, Gibson’s
record in both types of games have been
outstanding. He had a sturdy built with a 6-foot 1inch frame, a powerful throw and agility and
speed while stopping players from stealing bases.
He became the second highest paid player in
the black league after Satchel Paige, another
future hall of fame player. One of his records was
a 580-foot home run, which almost reached the
top of the bleacher. The leading sports writers of
the time compared him to legends like Babe
Ruth and Ted Williams.
Various statistics have been compiled from
sources across the country. According to some
records, Gibson hit more than 800 home runs
during his league and other games. This is also
what is etched on his plaque in the hall of fame.
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According to other sources, Gibson hit
somewhere between 150 and 200 home runs in
the official Negro league games. It must be
noted that many games were played against
much more inferior teams; therefore, the
recorded number of home runs may be higher
due to that. However, this was countered by the
fact that Negro league seasons were much
shorter than regular major league seasons and
they played fewer games as compared to them.
Regardless of these factors, Gibson’s statistics are
comparable to any of the foremost players in
major league baseball.
Josh Gibson was diagnosed with a brain tumor at
the age of 31. He fell into a coma and refused to
be treated when he came out. He outlived the
tumor for four years but had constant recurring
headaches. He was hospitalized on and off, and
died on January 20, 1947, at the age of 35. He
was buried in an unmarked grave, but a small
plaque was later put there. Three months before
he died, Jackie Robinson became the first black
player to be inducted into the National League.
Many believe it was Gibson who deserved that
honor. He has since been honored with an
induction into the National Baseball Hall of Fame.
Research more about the Negro baseball league
and share with your babies. Make it a champion
day!

Today’s story is
about a person
who was called
the "Father of
affirmative
action," who
headed the U.S.
Civil Rights
Commission in
the 1990s and
advised four
Republican
presidents had
many Kansas
ties.
Remember – “A
mind is a terrible thing to waste” - Arthur A.
Fletcher
Today in our History – December 22, 1924 - Arthur
A. Fletcher was born.

Arthur A. Fletcher organized his first civil rights
protest at the Junction City Junior/Senior High
School in 1943: he refused to allow his high school
picture and those of the other African American
students in his class to appear at the back of the
school yearbook. He Fletcher continued to fight
for civil rights by devising and implementing
strategies to move America's social culture to
one of inclusion. He served under two U.S.
presidents, in government positions at all levels,
as head of nonprofit organizations, and was the
highest-ranking African American official in
President Richard Nixon's administration.
Born in 1924 in Phoenix, Arizona, the Fletcher
family moved frequently until Fletcher graduated
from high school in Junction City, Kansas.
Fletcher graduated from Washburn University,
Topeka, with a degree in political science and
sociology. Football was Fletcher's sport and he
excelled on Washburn's team before joining the
Los Angeles Rams in 1950. He went on to play for
the Baltimore Colts as their first African American
team member. Following a short stint on a
Canadian football team, Fletcher retired from
the sport and turned his attention to social
change.
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Fletcher later operated a business that trained
companies to comply with the governmental
equal opportunity regulations. He died July 12,
2005 in Washington, D.C. Research more about
black people who served in government and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

As we all near the Christmas day celebration with
family, friends and fellow church parishioners.
Today’s story could be told in Sunday school, at
dinner or conversation later in the day. Once
again I go back to my Undergraduate and
Graduate home for ten years, the Great State of
Wisconsin, as I get older I see that my U.S. History
professors were very astute to Wisconsin Black
History (None were black).

In 1969 President Nixon appointed Fletcher to the
post of assistant secretary of wage and labor
standards in the Department of Labor. Here he
developed and administered the "Philadelphia
Plan" to enforce equal employment and
opportunity for minority businesses pursuing
government-funded contracts. Fletcher believed
that without economic security all of the social
gains made by African Americans would be
meaningless. Later Fletcher was appointed by
President Gerald Ford as deputy advisor of Urban
Affairs. Here Fletcher became known as the
father of the Affirmative Action Enforcement
Movement.

Today’s story
is about a
black man
living in La
Crosse, WI.,
he ran
America’s first
back Labor
Party
newspaper,
Wisconsin
Labor
Advocate,
was the first
Black
American
who was the
candidate of
the National Negro Liberty Party for the office of
President of the United States in 1904 against
Theodore Roosevelt who ran as the Republican
and Alton B Parker who ran as the Democrat. Our
Person in today’s story received 1.9% of the vote
running as the National Liberty Party (NLP)
candidate, did you know that? Or do you think
that Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton were the
only Black males before Barack Hussein Obama II
our 44th President and first elected President?
Enjoy!

In 1972, following his career with the federal
government, Fletcher took the position of
executive director of the United Negro College
Fund and helped coin the phrase "a mind is a
terrible thing to waste."

Remember - "Why are the Black People who live
in the District of Columbia without any right to
rule themselfs? They know more about their
needs than Congress who rules them." - George
Taylor - U.S. Presidential Cadidate (NLP) 1904

Fletcher's political career began in Kansas where
he worked on Fred Hall's campaign for governor
in 1954. His first position in state government was
with the Kansas Highway Commission. By learning
how government contracts were awarded,
Fletcher encouraged African American business
to compete.

Today in our History - December 23,1925 George Taylor - U.S. Presidential Cadidate dies.
Born in the pre-Civil War South to a mother who
was free and a father who was enslaved,
George Edwin Taylor became the first African
American selected by a political party to be its
candidate for the presidency of the United
States.
Taylor was born on August 4, 1857 in Little Rock,
Arkansas to Amanda Hines and Bryant (Nathan)
Taylor. At the age of two, George Taylor moved
with his mother from Arkansas to Illinois. When
Amanda died a few years later, George fended
for himself until arriving in Wisconsin by
paddleboat in 1865.
Raised in and near La Crosse by a politically
active black family, he attended Wayland
University in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin from 1877 to
1879, after which he returned to La Crosse where
he went to work for the La Crosse Free Press and
then the La Crosse Evening Star. During the years
1880 to 1885 he produced newspaper columns
for local papers as well as articles for the
Chicago Inter Ocean.
Taylor’s newspaper work brought him into
politics—especially labor politics. He sided with
one of the competing labor factions in La Crosse
and helped re-elect the pro-labor mayor, Frank
“White Beaver” Powell, in 1886. In the months
that followed, Taylor became a leader and
office holder in Wisconsin’s statewide Union
Labor Party, and his own newspaper, the
Wisconsin Labor Advocate, became one of the
newspapers of the party.
In 1887 Taylor was a member of the Wisconsin
delegation to the first national convention of the
Union Labor Party, which met in Ohio in April, and
refocused his newspaper on national political
issues. As his prominence increased, his race
became an issue, and Taylor responded to the
criticism by increasingly writing about African
American issues. Sometime in 1887 or 1888 his
paper ceased publication.
In 1891 Taylor moved to Oskaloosa, Iowa where
he continued his interest in politics, first in the
Republican Party and then with the Democrats.
While in Iowa Taylor owned and edited the
Negro Solicitor and became president of the
National Colored Men’s Protective Association
(an early civil rights organization) and the
National Negro Democratic League, an
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organization of blacks within the Democratic
Party. From 1900 to 1904 he aligned himself with
the Populist faction that attempted to reform the
Democratic Party.
Taylor and other independent-minded African
Americans in 1904 jonied the first national
political party created exclusively for and by
blacks, the National Liberty Party (NLP). The Party
met at its national convention in St. Louis, Missouri
in 1904 with delegates from thirty-six states. When
the Party's candidate for president ended up in
an Illinois jail, the NLP Executive Committee
approached Taylor, asking him to be the party's
candidate.
While Taylor’s campaign attracted little attention,
the Party's platform had a national agenda:
universal suffrage regardless of race; Federal
protection of the rights of all citizens; Federal antilynching laws; additional black regiments in the
U.S. Army; Federal pensions for all former slaves;
government ownership and control of all public
carriers to ensure equal accommodations for all
citizens; and home rule for the District of
Columbia.
Taylor’s presidential race was quixotic. In an
interview published in The Sun (New York,
November 20, 1904), he observed that while he
knew whites thought his candidacy was a “joke,”
he believed that an independent political party
that could mobilize the African American vote
was the only practical way that blacks could
exercise political influence. On Election Day,
Taylor received a scattering of votes.
The 1904 campaign was Taylor's last foray into
politics. He remained in Iowa until 1910 when he
moved to Jacksonville, FL. There he edited a
succession of newspapers and was director of
the African American branch of the local YMCA.
He was married three times but had no children.
George Edwin Taylor died in Jacksonville on
December 23, 1925. Research more about the
“First” Black man to run for President of the United
States, 102 years before Barack Hussein Obama II
our 44th President and first elected President of
our country. Share with your babies and make it
a champion day!

Today’s story takes us
to the “Crescent City”
of New Orleans, LA.
Where a lot of U.S.
History was made and
still making history. The
culture of the bayou is
different than
anywhere else in our
country. The foods,
music, dance and
heritage keep a lot of
people from all over
the world to visit and
be part of it. So, when
it comes to politics it is the same way. Enjoy!
Remember – “The people of New Orleans, work
together, play together and make history
together” - Mayor Ernest Nathan Morial
Today in our History – December 24,1989 - Ernest
Nathan Morial dies.
Ernest Nathan Morial, known as Dutch Morial
(October 9, 1929 – December 24, 1989), was an
American political figure and a leading civil rights
advocate. He was the first African American
mayor of New Orleans, serving from 1978 to 1986.
He was the father of Marc Morial, who
subsequently served as Mayor of New Orleans
from 1994 to 2002.
Morial, a New Orleans native, grew up in the
Seventh Ward. His father was Walter Etienne
Morial, a cigarmaker, and his mother was Leonie
V. (Moore) Morial, a seamstress. He attended
Holy Redeemer Elementary School and
McDonogh No. 35 Senior High School. He
graduated from Xavier University of Louisiana in
New Orleans, Louisiana in 1951. In 1954, he
became the first African American to receive a
law degree from Louisiana State University in
Baton Rouge. Morial came to prominence as a
lawyer fighting to dismantle segregation and as
president of the local from 1962 to 1965.
He followed in the cautious style of his mentor
A.P. Tureaud in preferring to fight for Civil and
political rights in courtroom battles, rather than
through sit-ins and demonstrations. After
unsuccessful electoral races in 1959 and 1963, he
became the first black member of the Louisiana
State Legislature since Reconstruction when he
was elected in 1967 to represent a district in New
Orleans' Uptown neighborhood. He ran for an atlarge position on New Orleans' City Council in
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1969 and 1970 and lost narrowly. He then
became the first black Juvenile Court judge in
Louisiana in 1970. When he was elected to the
Louisiana Fourth Circuit Court of Appeal in 1974,
he was the first black American to have attained
this position as well.
New Orleans renamed its convention center,
which spans over 10 blocks, the Ernest N. Morial
Convention Center in 1992 for the late mayor.
The convention center has been a major
economic engine for the city's large tourist
industry and, in 2005, became a highly publicized
national symbol when it served as a makeshift
evacuation center in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina. In 1997, the Louisiana State University
Health Sciences Center posthumously honored
Morial with the dedication of the Ernest N. Morial
Asthma, Allergy and Respiratory Disease Center.
The facility is Louisiana's first comprehensive
center for the education, prevention, treatment
and research of asthma and other respiratory
diseases.
"Dutch" suffered and eventually died from
complications associated with asthma. Morial
was the 23rd general president of Alpha Phi
Alpha, the first intercollegiate Greek-letter
organization established for African Americans. In
1993, Morial was named one of the first thirteen
inductees into the Louisiana Political Museum
and Hall of Fame in Winnfield, the first African
American so honored.
A public school in New Orleans East was named
after him: Ernest N. Morial Elementary. Research
more about black Mayors in American Cities and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Our story for today is about a person who was a
black poet and 1761 became the first African
American writer to be published in the presentday United States. Additional poems and
sermons were also published. Born into slavery,
never was never emancipated. He was living in
1790 at the age of 79 and died by 1806. A
devout Christian, he is considered to be one of
the founders of African American literature.
Remember – “If we should ever get to Heaven,
we shall find nobody to reproach us for being
black, or for being slaves.” - Jupiter Hammon

Today in our History – December 25, 1760 –
Jupiter Hammon Publishes “An Evening Thought,
by Christ, with Penitential Cries”
Born in 1711 in a house
now known as Lloyd
Manor in Lloyd Harbor,
NY – per a Town of
Huntington, NY
historical marker dated
1990 – Hammon was
held by four
generations of the
Lloyd family of Queens
on Long Island, New
York. His parents were
both slaves held by the
Lloyds. His mother and
father were part of the
first shipment of slaves
to the Lloyd's estate in 1687. Unlike most slaves,
his father, named Obadiah, had learned to read
and write.
The Lloyds encouraged Hammon to attend
school, where he also learned to read and write.
Jupiter attended school with the Lloyd children.
As an adult, he worked for them as a domestic
servant, clerk, farmhand, and artisan in the Lloyd
family business. He worked alongside Henry Lloyd
(the father) in negotiating deals. Henry Lloyd said
that Jupiter was so efficient in trade deals
because he would quickly get the job done. He
became a fervent Christian, as were the Lloyds.
His first published poem, "An Evening Thought.
Salvation by Christ with Penitential Cries:
Composed by Jupiter Hammon, a Negro
belonging to Mr. Lloyd of Queen's Village, on
Long Island, the 25th of December 1760,"
appeared as a broadside in 1761.
Eighteen years passed before his second work
appeared in print, "An Address to Miss Phillis
Wheatley." Hammon wrote this poem while Lloyd
had temporarily moved himself and the slaves he
owned to Hartford, Connecticut, during the
Revolutionary War.
Hammon saw Wheatley as having succumbed to
pagan influences in her writing, and so the
"Address" consisted of twenty-one rhyming
quatrains, each accompanied by a related Bible
verse, that he thought would compel Wheatley
to return to a Christian path in life. He would later
publish two other poems and three sermon
essays.
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Although not emancipated, Hammon
participated in new Revolutionary War groups
such as the Spartan Project of the African Society
of New York City. At the inaugural meeting of the
African Society on September 24, 1786, he
delivered his "Address to the Negroes of the State
of New-York", also known as the "Hammon
Address." He was seventy-six years old and had
spent his lifetime in slavery. He said, "If we should
ever get to Heaven, we shall find nobody to
reproach us for being black, or for being slaves."
He also said that, while he personally had no wish
to be free, he did wish others, especially "the
young negroes, were free."
The speech draws heavily on Christian motifs and
theology. For example, Hammon said that Black
people should maintain their high moral
standards because being slaves on Earth had
already secured their place in heaven. He
promoted gradual emancipation as a way to
end slavery.[5] Scholars think perhaps Hammon
supported this plan because he believed that
immediate emancipation of all slaves would be
difficult to achieve. New York Quakers, who
supported abolition of slavery, published his
speech. It was reprinted by several abolitionist
groups, including the Pennsylvania Society for
Promoting the Abolition of Slavery.
In the two decades after the Revolutionary War
and creation of the new government, northern
states generally abolished slavery. In the Upper
South, so many slaveholders manumitted slaves
that the proportion of free blacks among African
Americans increased from less than one percent
in 1790 to more than 10 percent by 1810. In the
United States as a whole, by 1810 the number of
free blacks was 186,446, or 13.5 percent of all
African Americans.
Hammon's speech and his poetry are often
included in anthologies of notable African
American and early American writing. He was
the first known African American to publish
literature within the present-day United States (in
1773, Phillis Wheatley, also an American slave,
had her collection of poems first published in
London, England). His death was not recorded.
He is thought to have died sometime around
1806 and is buried in an unmarked grave
somewhere on the Lloyd property.
While researching the writer, UT Arlington
doctoral student Julie McCown stumbled upon a
previously unknown poem written by Hammon

stored in the Manuscripts and Archives library at
Yale University. The poem, dated 1786, is
described by McCown as a 'shifting point' in
Jupiter Hammon's worldview surrounding slavery.
Research more about Black writers during the
revolutionary war and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!

Our story today is about an African American
abolitionist in Manhattan, New York who resisted
slavery by his participation in a Committee of
Vigilance and the Underground Railroad to aid
fugitive slaves reach free states.
He was a printer in New York City during the
1830s, who also wrote numerous articles, and
"was the prototype for black activist journalists of
his time." He claimed to have led more than 600
fugitive slaves to freedom in the North, including
Frederick Douglass, who became a friend and
fellow activist.
He is also credited with opening the first African
American bookstore in the United States. Did you
know those things? Enjoy!
Remember – “A man is sometimes lost in a dust of
his own raising” - David Ruggles
Today in our History – December 26, 1849 - David
Ruggles dies.
David Ruggles (March 15, 1810 – December 26,
1849) was an African American abolitionist in
Manhattan, New York who resisted slavery by his
participation in a Committee of Vigilance and
the Underground Railroad to aid fugitive slaves
reach free states. He was a printer in New York
City during the 1830s, who also wrote numerous
articles, and "was the prototype for black activist
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journalists of his time." He claimed to have led
more than 600 fugitive slaves to freedom in the
North, including Frederick Douglass, who
became a friend and fellow activist. Ruggles is
also credited with opening the first African
American bookstore in the United States.
Ruggles was born free in Lyme, Connecticut in
1810. His parents were David, Sr. and Nancy
Ruggles, both free blacks. The family moved to
Norwich, when David was very young and set up
home in Bean Hill, a wealthy suburb. They lived in
a small hut owned by his maternal aunt, Sylvia.
His father David Sr. was a blacksmith and
woodcutter, while his mother Nancy was a noted
caterer, whose cakes were sought after for local
social events. They were devout Methodists.
David was the oldest of eight children. He was
educated at Sabbath Schools, and was so bright
that Bean Hill residents paid for a tutor from Yale
to teach him Latin.
In 1826, at the age of sixteen, Ruggles moved to
New York City, where he worked as a mariner
before opening a grocery store. Nearby, other
African Americans ran grocery businesses in
Golden Hill (John Street east of William Street),
such as Mary Simpson (1752-March 18, 1836).
After 1829, abolitionist Sojourner Truth (born
Isabella ("Bell") Baumfree; c. 1797 – November 26,
1883) also lived in lower Manhattan. At first, he
sold liquor, then embraced temperance. He
became involved in anti-slavery and the free
produce movement. He was a sales agent for
and contributor to The Liberator and The
Emancipator, abolitionist newspapers.
After closing the grocery, Ruggles opened the
first African American-owned bookstore in the
United States. He edited a New York journal
called The Mirror of Liberty, and also published a
pamphlet called The Extinguisher. He also
published "The Abrogation of the Seventh
Commandment" in 1835, an appeal to northern
women to confront husbands who kept enslaved
black women as mistresses.
Ruggles was secretary of the New York
Committee of Vigilance, a radical biracial
organization to aid fugitive slaves, oppose
slavery, and inform enslaved workers in New York
about their rights in the state. New York had
abolished slavery and stated that slaves
voluntarily brought to the state by a master
would automatically gain freedom after nine
months of residence. On occasion, Ruggles went

to private homes after learning that enslaved
blacks were hidden there, to tell workers that
they were free. In October 1838, Ruggles assisted
Frederick Douglass on his journey to freedom,
and reunited Douglass with his fiance Anna
Murray.
Rev. James Pennington, a self-emancipated
slave, married Murray and Douglass in Ruggles'
home shortly thereafter. Douglass' autobiography
'Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass'
explains "I had been in New York but a few days,
when Mr. Ruggles sought me out, and very kindly
took me to his boarding-house at the corner of
Church and Lespenard Streets.
Mr. Ruggles was then very deeply engaged in
the memorable Darg case, as well as attending
to a number of other fugitive slaves, devising
ways and means for their successful escape;
and, though watched and hemmed in on almost
every side, he seemed to be more than a match
for his enemies."
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degree, but not his eyesight. He began
practicing hydrotherapy, and by 1845, had
established a "water cure" hospital in Florence.
This was one of the earliest in the United States.
Joel Shew and Russell Thatcher Trall (R.T. Trall) had
preceded him in using this type of therapy.
Ruggles died in Florence in 1849, due to a bowel
infection. Research more about this great
American and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

Ruggles was especially active against
"kidnappers," bounty hunters who made a living
by capturing escaped slaves. With demand high
for slaves in the Deep South, there was also risk
from men who kidnapped free blacks and sold
them into slavery, as was done to Solomon
Northup of Saratoga Springs, New York in 1841.
With the Vigilance committee, Ruggles fought for
fugitive slaves to have the right to jury trials and
helped arrange legal assistance for them.
His activism earned him many enemies. Ruggles
was physically assaulted and his business was
destroyed through arson. He quickly reopened
his library and bookshop. There were two known
attempts to kidnap him and sell him into slavery
in the South. His enemies included fellow
abolitionists who disagreed with his tactics. He
was criticized for his role in the well-publicized
Darg case of 1838 involving a Virginia slaveholder
named John P. Darg and his slave, Thomas
Hughes.
Ruggles suffered from ill health, which intensified
following the Darg case. In 1841, his father died,
and Ruggles was ailing and almost blind. In 1842,
Lydia Maria Child, a fellow abolitionist and friend,
arranged for him to join a radical utopian
commune called the Northampton Association
of Education and Industry, in the present-day
village of Florence, Massachusetts.
Applying home treatment upon hydropathic
principles, he regained his health to some

During this holiday season many people of color
will use air as the transportation of choice. When
boarding an aircraft today, passengers are
greeted by cabin crew from all races,
nationalities and back grounds. But in 1950s
America, the flying world was very different.
Racial prejudices and a mountain of strict
regulations meant there were NO African
American flight attendants working for a US
carrier. One woman intended to change all of
that. She first worked as a nurse, before turning
her attentions to changing the color barriers that
existed in American aviation by becoming a
flight attendant. This is her story that I will call “The
Angel of the sky” Enjoy!.
Remember - “It irked me that people were not
allowing people of color to apply… Anything like
that sets my teeth to grinding”. - Ruth Carol Taylor

Today in our History – December 27, 1932 -Ruth
Carol Taylor was born in Boston, to Ruth Irene
Powell Taylor also a nurse, and William Edison
Taylor, a barber.
At the time, black civil rights in North America
were virtually non-existent. This was many years
before Martin Luther King would make his famous
“I have a dream speech” in 1963, and times were
hard for many African Americans. Later, the
family moved to upstate New York to set up a
farm, before Taylor went on to follow in her
mother’s footsteps and study nursing at the
Bellevue School.
Racial prejudices were not the only thing
hindering many hopefully flight attendants.
Weight, height, overall appearance, marital
status and age, all played a part in how long
your career would last at an airline, or indeed if
you would be hired at all. These barriers would
exist for many years, until crew such as Taylor and
others like Iris Peterson, began to fight for equality
in the industry.
In 1958, Taylor applied for a job with US major,
Trans World Airlines (TWA). Her application was
immediately rejected, simply because of her skin
color. This angered Taylor immensely and she was
determined to fight back. And fight back she
did, filing a complaint against TWA with the New
York State Commission of Discrimination. No
action was brought against the airline, but other
companies began to re-think their policies on
hiring ‘minority’ crew members.
The first to do so was Mid-Atlantic carrier Mohawk
Airlines and Ruth, along with 800 other black
applicants applied. Taylor was the only successful
candidate, and in December of 1957 she was
hired. This was the first in a number of milestones
for Mohawk and when they eventually merged
with Allegheny Airlines in 1972, they had broken
numerous molds within the industry, including
becoming the first regional airline to use a
centralized computer reservations system, first to
utilize flight simulators and the first regional carrier
to inaugurate jet aircraft into service.
By early the following year, Taylor’s training was
complete and she was ready to take to the skies.
On February 11, 1958 history was made as Ruth
Carol Taylor became the first ever African
American flight attendant, operating her flight
from Ithaca Tompkins, Regional Airport to New
York, JFK.
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This was a ground-breaking moment in both
American and civil aviation history. Just three
months later TWA repented on its decision and
finally hired Margaret Grant, the first major US
carrier to hire a ‘minority’ crew member.
But as Taylor’s role as cabin crew had broken
racial barriers within the industry, it would be
another ridiculous regulation of the time that
would ultimately lead to her departure, just six
months later. Before applying to the airlines,
Taylor had been engaged to Red Legall, but
being a married woman was forbidden by all
carriers in the 50’s and 60’s and as her wedding
day approached she was forced to resign from
Mohawk.
Her flying career, although short-lived, had not
only changed the aviation industry forever, it had
also been a major coup in the fight for black civil
rights in America.
Shortly after she left, Taylor and her husband
moved to the British West Indies but much like her
flying career, her marriage was short and the
couple divorced after the birth of their daughter.
Her fight for racial equality didn’t stop when she
left Mohawk. Taylor continued working to
improve civil rights, reporting on the 1963 ‘March
On Washington’, as well as becoming an activist
for consumer affairs and women’s rights. She
returned to New York in 1977, where she cofounded the Institute for Inter Racial Harmony.
This institute developed a test to measure racist
attitudes known as the ‘Racism Quotient’. In 1985
she wrote ‘The Little Black Book: Black Male
Survival In America’, a survival guide for young
black men living in the United States.
Speaking to JET Magazine in 1995, Taylor
admitted that she had never actually wanted to
become a stewardess; she merely did it to break
the racial barriers that existed in the industry.
It took 50 years after her first historic flight for her
achievement to be recognized when in 2008, her
accomplishments were acknowledged by the
New York State Assembly.
Although Taylor’s hard-fought victory at Mohawk
and the subsequent hiring of Margaret Grant by
TWA had broken boundaries, the promises airlines
made to change their ways were not
forthcoming. No further African American flight
attendants were hired by American carriers, until
Capital Airlines took on Patricia Banks in 1960. Her
employment was only made possible, after the

company was ordered to do so by the New York
State Commission Against Discrimination.
Banks had applied four years earlier and had
fared well in their initial screening process. But the
airline failed to follow her application and did not
make it clear why they would not give her a
position. A public hearing in February 1960, ruled
that Capital had illegally discriminated against
Banks because of her race and they would have
to hire her.
Even when African American crew finally did
begin flying careers with the major airlines, they
still faced an uphill struggle for equality. In 1962,
Northwest Airlines employed Marlene White, who
later claimed that the carrier had singled her out
for degrading treatment and although she had
graduated within the upper third of her class, she
was fired with no just cause. She was later reinstated after she too filed a complaint.
Today, cabin crew of all creeds, colors,
nationalities and ethnic backgrounds work
together for the same goal, to ensure the safety
and comfort of the travelling public. It took a
long time for airlines especially in America, to
accept African-Americans as equals and hire
them as flight attendants and it is with no doubt,
that if it hadn’t been for the battle carried out by
those first incredible women, Marlene White,
Margaret Grant and of course Ruth Carol Taylor,
it would have taken much longer for the fight for
racial equality within our industry to be won.
Research more about Blacks in the commercial
aviation Industry and share with your babies.
Make it a champion day!
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Today’s story is
about the first
enslaved
African
American to file
and win a
freedom suit in
Massachusetts.
The
Massachusetts
Supreme
Judicial Court
ruling, in her
favor, found
slavery to be
inconsistent
with the 1780
Massachusetts
State Constitution. Her suit, Brom and Bett v.
Ashley (1781), was cited in the Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court appellate review of
Quock Walker's freedom suit. When the court
upheld her freedom under the state's
constitution, the ruling was considered to have
implicitly ended slavery in Massachusetts. She
also was the step-great-great-grandmother of
the great W. E. B. Du Bois. Enjoy!
Remember – “Any time, any time while I was a
slave, if one minute's freedom had been offered
to me, and I had been told I must die at the end
of that minute, I would have taken it—just to
stand one minute on God's airth [sic] a free
woman— I would.” — Elizabeth Freeman
Today in our History – December 28, 1829 –
Elizabeth “MumBet” Freeman dies.
Freeman was illiterate and left no written records
of her life. Her early history has been pieced
together from the writings of contemporaries to
whom she told her story or who heard it indirectly,
as well as from historical records.
Freeman was born into slavery around 1744 at
the farm of Pieter Hogeboom in Claverack, New
York, where she was given the name Bet. When
Hogeboom's daughter Hannah married John
Ashley of Sheffield, Massachusetts, Hogeboom
gave Bet, around seven years old, to Hannah
and her husband. Freeman remained with them
until 1781, during which time she had a child,
Little Bet. She is said to have married, though no
marriage record has been located. Her husband

(name unknown) is said to have never returned
from service in the American Revolutionary War.
Throughout her life, Bet exhibited a strong spirit
and sense of self. She came into conflict with
Hannah Ashley, who was raised in the strict Dutch
culture of the New York colony. In 1780, Bet
prevented Hannah from striking a servant girl with
a heated shovel; Elizabeth shielded the girl and
received a deep wound in her arm. As the
wound healed, Bet left it uncovered as evidence
of her harsh treatment. John Ashley was a Yaleeducated lawyer, wealthy landowner,
businessman and leader in the community. His
house was the site of many political discussions
and the probable location of the signing of the
Sheffield Resolves, which predated the
Declaration of Independence.
In 1780, Freeman heard the newly ratified
Massachusetts Constitution read at a public
gathering in Sheffield, including the following:
All men are born free and equal, and have
certain natural, essential, and unalienable rights;
among which may be reckoned the right of
enjoying and defending their lives and liberties;
that of acquiring, possessing, and protecting
property; in fine, that of seeking and obtaining
their safety and happiness. — Massachusetts
Constitution, Article 1.
Inspired by these words, Bett sought the counsel
of Theodore Sedgwick, a young abolitionminded lawyer, to help her sue for freedom in
court. According to Catherine Sedgwick's
account, she told him, "I heard that paper read
yesterday, that says, all men are created equal,
and that every man has a right to freedom. I'm
not a dumb critter; won't the law give me my
freedom?" After much deliberation Sedgwick
accepted her case, as well as that of Brom,
another of Ashley's slaves. He enlisted the aid of
Tapping Reeve, the founder of Litchfield Law
School, one of America's earliest law schools,
located in Litchfield, Connecticut. They were two
of the top lawyers in Massachusetts, and
Sedgwick later served as US Senator. Arthur
Zilversmit suggests the attorneys may have
selected these plaintiffs to test the status of
slavery under the new state constitution.
The case of Brom and Bett v. Ashley was heard in
August 1781 before the County Court of
Common Pleas in Great Barrington. Sedgwick
and Reeve asserted that the constitutional
provision that "all men are born free and equal"
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effectively abolished slavery in the state. When
the jury ruled in Bett's favor, she became the first
African-American woman to be set free under
the Massachusetts state constitution.
The jury found that "...Brom & Bett are not, nor
were they at the time of the purchase of the
original writ the legal Negro of the said John
Ashley..." The court assessed damages of thirty
shillings and awarded both plaintiffs
compensation for their labor. Ashley initially
appealed the decision, but a month later
dropped his appeal, apparently having decided
the court's ruling on constitutionality of slavery
was "final and binding."
After the ruling, Bett took the name Elizabeth
Freeman. Although Ashley asked her to return to
his house and work for wages, she chose to work
in attorney Sedgwick's household. She worked for
his family until 1808 as senior servant and
governess to the Sedgwick children, who called
her "Mumbet." The Sedgwick children included
Catharine Sedgwick, who became a well-known
author and wrote an account of her governess's
life. Also working at the Sedgwick household
during much of this time was Agrippa Hull, a free
black man who had served with rebel forces for
years during the Revolutionary War.
From the time Freeman gained her freedom, she
became widely recognized and in demand for
her skills as a healer, midwife and nurse. After the
Sedgwick children were grown, Freeman moved
into her own house on Cherry Hill in Stockbridge
near her daughter, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.
Freeman's real age was never known, but an
estimate on her tombstone puts her age at
about 85. She died on December 28,1829 and
was buried in the Sedgwick family plot in
Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Freeman remains
the only non-Sedgwick buried in the Sedgwick
plot. They provided a tombstone, inscribed as
follows:
ELIZABETH FREEMAN, also known by the name of
MUMBET died Dec. 28th, 1829. Her supposed age
was 85 Years. She was born a slave and
remained a slave for nearly thirty years; She
could neither read nor write, yet in her own
sphere she had no superior or equal. She neither
wasted time nor property. She never violated a
trust, nor failed to perform a duty. In every
situation of domestic trial, she was the most

efficient helper and the tenderest friend. Good
mother, farewell.
The decision in the case of Elizabeth Freeman
was cited as precedent when the Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court heard the appeal of
Quock Walker v. Jennison later that year and
upheld Walker's freedom. These cases set the
legal precedents that ended slavery in
Massachusetts. Vermont had already abolished it
explicitly in its constitution.
Civil Rights leader and historian W. E. B. Du Bois
claimed Freeman as his relative and wrote that
she married his maternal great-grandfather,
"Jack" Burghardt. But, Freeman was 20 years
senior to Burghardt, and no record of such a
marriage has been found. It may have been
Freeman's daughter, Betsy Humphrey, who
married Burghardt after her first husband, Jonah
Humphrey, left the area "around 1811", and after
Burghardt's first wife died (c. 1810). If so, Freeman
would have been Du Bois's step-great-greatgrandmother. Anecdotal evidence supports
Humphrey's marrying Burghardt; a close
relationship of some form is likely.
Season 1, episode 37 of the television show
Liberty's Kids, titled "Born Free and Equal", is about
her. It was first aired in 2003, and in it she is voiced
by Yolanda King. Research more about the
struggle of Black’s and the courts and share with
your babies. Make it a champion day!

How many Black people do you have in your
family that were the first to graduate as a person
of color from a University or College with a
Bachelors or Master’s Degree? How many in your
family had a professional physician or a sports
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champion as a Mother and Father? To whom a
lot is given – a lot is expected. Today’s story is an
example of such for our people. Enjoy!
Remember – “The story of our people needs to
be told the correct way, not just our hardships
but all of the knowledge and power that we
have done for the human race. Rise up and tell
the true story” – Dorothy Bennett
Today in our History – December 29, 1929 Dorothy Bennett married James Amos Porter.
Dorothy Porter Wesley (1905-1995), a scholarlibrarian and bibliographer was born in
Warrenton, Virginia in 1905, and grew up in
Montclair, New Jersey to her father, Hayes
Joseph Burnett, a physician, and her mother,
Bertha Ball Burnett, a tennis champion. After
receiving her A.B., from Howard University in 1928,
she became the first African American woman to
complete her graduate studies at Columbia
University receiving a Bachelors (1931) and a
Masters (1932) of Science in Library Science.
Porter Wesley once remarked that “Too much of
our heritage, until recently, has been lost
because there were not enough collectors
among us.” Fortunately for those of us who are
and have been involved in Black history, one of
those collectors was Dr. Porter Wesley. Beginning
in 1930 and continuing for more than four
decades, Dr. Porter Wesley devoted her life to
identifying and acquiring for Howard University
many thousands of books, newspapers, journals
and other materials which provided the
documentation of the Black experience in Africa,
the Americas and other parts of the world.
While Dr. Jessee E. Moorland receives the wellearned acknowledgement of having provided
at Howard University a foundation for historical
research on people of African descent, it is
Dorothy Porter Wesley who deserves the credit
for transforming the potential of Moorland’s gift
and other related material into a repository
widely hailed as one of the very best at the time
of her retirement in 1973. Scholars and librarians
continue to marvel at the success she was able
to achieve under often difficult circumstances.
All that the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center
is today is a result of the groundwork laid by her.
In 1973, Letitia Woods Brown said Porter Wesley
“has the broadest understanding of Black
bibliography of anyone living. If it has been
written or even spoken about, Dorothy Porter

knows.” A few years earlier, Faith Berry described
her in an article on Black archives as “a human
encyclopedia who can tell you everything about
Negro life and history that’s ever been printed or
unprinted.” While caution tells us that such
accolades must be tempered with reality,
experience tells us that neither writer greatly
exaggerated the depth and breadth of Dr.
Porter Wesley’s prodigious knowledge of Black
history and culture.
In 1969, Dr. Porter Wesley wrote that “the wise
accumulation of books and documents by the
early great bibliophiles … was doubtless the seed
of a tremendous harvest. But if we are not to be
overwhelmed by its very richness and excess in
the domain of Black studies, it must be met with a
steady and dedicated and confident
librarianship as much as with appreciative,
systematic, and productive exploitation by
knowledgeable and competent scholars. In
these critical times we can hardly afford to
neglect the advantages of such an intellectual
and practical partnership.”
Not only did Dr. Porter Wesley promote such
partnership, but she was long the embodiment of
the scholar-librarian. She knew the great
bibliophiles and collectors like Moorland, Arthur B.
Spingarn, C. Glenn Carrington, Arthur A.
Schomburg, Henry P. Slaughter, Clarence Holte,
and Charles Blockson. She knew and assisted the
many important scholars at Howard University,
and scholars elsewhere who shared an interest in
Black history. She knew the writers, historians and
others who would contribute to the corpus of our
history.
She was not only a professionally trained librarian,
but also a prolific author and bibliographer who
published numerous books and scores of articles,
reviews and other pieces. In addition to her
master’s thesis, “Afro-American Writings Published
Before 1835,” Dr. Porter Wesley also wrote
“African and Caribbean Creative Writing,” AfroBraziliana, “… American Negro Writers About
Africa,” and on such disparate subjects as family
records in New England, David Ruggles, Howard
University, Maria Louise Baldwin, Sarah Parker
Remond, “The Negro in American Cities,” “The
Negro in the Brazilian Abolition Movement,”
Negro literary societies, archival preservation,
Negro protest pamphlets, and Africa. Her major
works include The Negro in the United States
(1970) and Early Negro Writing, 1760-1837,
republished by Black Classic Press in 1995.
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Dr. Porter Wesley received honorary degrees
from Syracuse University, Radcliffe College and
Susquehanna University, the Distinguished Alumni
Award from Howard University, a Julius
Rosenwald Fellowship for research in Latin
American literature, a Ford Foundation study and
travel grant which took her to Scotland, Ireland,
England and Italy, and a fellowship from the
W.E.B. DuBois Institute at Harvard University. Dr.
Porter Wesley served as a Ford Foundation
consultant to the National Library in Lagos,
Nigeria (1962-64), and she attended the 1st
International Congress of Africanists in Accra,
Ghana, in 1962.
Dr. Porter Wesley also contributed her talents to
the Society of American Archivists, the Nigerian
Historical Society, the African Studies Association
the Bibliographical Society of America, the Black
Academy of Arts and Letters, the National Trust
for the Preservation of Historic Sites, and the
Association for the Study of African American Life
and History.
In 1994 President Clinton presented her with the
National Endowment for the Humanities’ Charles
Frankel Award.
She was unstinting in the time she spent as a
librarian and a scholar in sharing her knowledge
with a host of scholars, prompting Benjamin
Quarles to say, in 1973, that “without
exaggeration, there hasn’t been a major history
book in the last 30 years in which the author
hasn’t acknowledged Mrs. Porter’s help.” While
this may have abated somewhat in more recent
years, the need for Dr. Porter Wesley’s advice
and counsel was still very much evident among
the current generation of students and scholars.
Those of us who know how difficult the task is of
documenting a people’s history realize and
appreciate the extraordinary success Dr. Porter
Wesley achieved in times far more difficult than
those we face today. She built the house and we
are its caretakers — trying our best to deserve the
wonderful legacy she has left for this and future
generations.
Dorothy Porter Wesley stands among those giants
of historical inquiry who have helped to focus an
understanding of the contributions people of
African descent have made to world society. She
embodied the spirit of our people and inspired all
of those who love our people’s history. She has
left her mark, and it is truly indelible. Research

more about Black’s who writers are or poet’s and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!

Today’s Story is
about an artist who
broke new ground
in rock and roll’s
formative years
with his unique
guitar work,
indelible African
rhythms, inventive
songwriting and
larger-than-life
persona.
He will forever be
known for
popularizing one of
the foundational
rhythms of rock and
roll. This Africanbased 4/4 rhythm pattern (which goes bompbomp-bomp bomp-bomp) was picked up by
other artists and has been a distinctive and
recurring element in rock and roll through the
decades. Enjoy!
Remember – “I thank you in advance for the
great round of applause I'm about to get.” - Bo
Diddley
Today in our History – December 30, 1928 – Ellas
“Bo Diddley” McDaniel is born.
Bo Diddley, original name Ellas Bates, later Ellas
McDaniel, (born December 30, 1928, McComb,
Mississippi, U.S.—died June 2, 2008, Archer,
Florida), American singer, songwriter, and
guitarist who was one of the most influential
performers of rock music’s early period.
He was raised mostly in Chicago by his adoptive
family, from whom he took the surname
McDaniel, and he recorded for the legendary
blues record company Chess as Bo Diddley (a
name most likely derived from the diddley bow,
a one-stringed African guitar popular in the
Mississippi Delta region).
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Diddley scored few hit records but was one of
rock’s most influential artists nonetheless,
because he had something nobody else could
claim, his own beat: chink-a-chink-chink, cachink-chink. That syncopated beat (also known
as “hambone” or “shave-and-a-haircut—twobits”) had surfaced in a few big-band rhythmand-bluescharts of the 1940s, but Diddley
stripped it down and beefed it up. He made it,
with its obvious African roots, one of the irresistible
dance sounds in rock and roll. It was
appropriated by fellow 1950s rockers (Johnny
Otis’s “Willie and the Hand Jive” [1958]), 1960s
garage bands (the Strangeloves’ “I Want
Candy” [1965]), and budding superstars (the
Rolling Stones’ version of Buddy Holly’s Diddleyinfluenced “Not Fade Away” [1964]). For all that,
Diddley hit the pop charts just five times and the
Top 20 only once (even though his 1955 debut
single, “Bo Diddley,” backed with “I’m a Man,”
was number one on the rhythm-and-blues
charts).
After playing for several years on Chicago’s
legendary Maxwell Street, Diddley signed with
Chess subsidiary Checker in 1955. The lyrics to his
songs were rife with African American street talk,
bluesy imagery, and raunchy humour (e.g., “Who
Do You Love” [1957]). He used tremolo, fuzz, and
feedback effects to create a guitar sound on
which only Jimi Hendrix has expanded (consider
sonic outbursts like “Bo Diddley”). His stage
shows—featuring his half sister the Duchess on
vocals and rhythm guitar and Jerome Green on
bass and maracas—made an art out of bad
taste. Commonly dressed in a huge black Stetson
and loud shirts, Diddley no doubt influenced the
dress of British Invasion groups such as the Rolling
Stones. The odd-shaped guitars that he played
reinforced his arresting look.
In the 1960s he recorded everything from surf
music to straight-ahead blues with equal
aplomb. But his last conquest was the sublime
“You Can’t Judge a Book by the Cover” (1962),
until the British Invasion put him back on the map
long enough for a minor 1967 hit, “Ooh Baby.” He
was always outspoken about how black
musicians had been underpaid, and he toured
only sporadically after the 1970s, appeared in a
few movies, and made occasional albums. He
was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
in 1987. Research more about Black Rock and

Roll stars and share with your babies. Make it a
champion day!

This is last entry for the year 2018 and I have a
different story for every day of this year. I want to
thank all of you who have stopped by and
gotten something from the daily posts and for the
ones who went on to share the daily posts.
One hundred years ago 1919 was called “The
Red Summer” with all of the lynching’s that Black
people faced. I will tell many of those stories in
2019.
Today’s story is about
a Black athlete who
broke the color
barrier in professional
football in 1946 (a
year before Jackie
Robinson integrated
major league
baseball) and is
regarded as having
the first dignified role
for a black actor in a
feature motion
picture. Enjoy!
Remember – “I have
been able to serve
my country, play
professional football
and do acting in
Hollywood. I have a
good life” – Woodrow Wilson Stride
Today in our History – December 31, 1994 –
Woodrow Wilson Woolwine (Woody) Strode dies.
(B. 28 July 1914 in Los Angeles, California; d. 31
December 1994 in Glendora, California), Strode
was one of two sons of Baylous Strode, Sr., a brick
mason, and Rose Norris Strode, a homemaker;
Baylous Jr. was the couple’s only other child.
Strode was tall and thin as a youngster, and his
athletic ability did not materialize until he
reached junior high school. After a growth spurt,
he developed into a fine all-around athlete,
earning all-city honors in football and all-state
recognition in track and field at Thomas Jefferson
High School in Los Angeles. His athletic ability
interested several major colleges on the West
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Coast. He chose the University of California at Los
Angeles (UCLA), at the time a relatively young
institution that had recently moved to a new
campus in the Westwood section of Los Angeles.
In going to college, Strode fulfilled his father’s
wish that he “get an education.”
During the late 1930s Jackie Robinson and Kenny
Washington, also black athletes, were the bright
stars on the UCLA gridiron, but Strode was also
outstanding. It was at this time that Strode
prepared for the decathlon (a ten-event track
and field sport) in the 1936 Olympic trials.
Because of his muscular physique, Strode was
asked to pose for an art class. He also caught the
attention of the acclaimed German
cinematographer Leni Riefenstahl, who took
several still photographs of Strode and had him
pose for a sculptor. The Nazi leader Adolf Hitler
saw the photographs and sent Riefenstahl to
America to film Strode. A painting of Strode was
used, ironically—given Hitler’s thoughts on Aryan
supremacy—as part of the Berlin Olympic Festival
in 1936.
When Strode finished his schooling at UCLA, the
National Football League (NFL) was still an allwhite organization. Blacks had no opportunity to
play in the nation’s only major professional
football league. However, Strode and
Washington did play with the Hollywood Bears of
the Pacific Coast League, a minor league, and
they actually earned more money than many
NFL players.
During the late 1930s Strode and his UCLA
teammate Washington began working in the
service department at Warner Brothers Studio.
After he left UCLA, Strode’s contacts at Warner
Brothers allowed him to secure small roles in
motion pictures, including Sundown (1941), StarSpangled Rhythm (1942), and No Time for Lave
(1943). But Strode was mainly an athlete during
this time. When not playing football, he trained as
a wrestler and won several professional matches.
In 1941 he married Luana Kalaeloa, a Hawaiian
princess. They later had two children: a son,
Kalaeloa (known as Kalai), and a daughter,
June.
When World War II broke out, Strode joined the
U.S. Army Air Corps. He was stationed at March
Field in Riverside, California, where he was a
member of one of the top service football teams,
the Fourth Air Corps Flyers. Commenting on
Strode, Paul Stenn (“Stenko”), a ten-year NFL

player, recalled, “I played along side of him—
and he was good. I had played pro football and
I can tell you Woody Strode was as good as the
NFL players. He just needed a chance to prove
it.”
Strode got that chance after the war. When the
Cleveland Rams moved their franchise to Los
Angeles in 1946, they became the first major
league team to play on the West Coast. The
Rams wanted to play in Memorial Coliseum, a
100,000-seat stadium. Leaders of the black
community reasoned that if the team was going
to play in a public facility, then all Americans
should be entitled to play on the team. Pressure
was brought to bear, and in the spring of 1946
Strode and Washington signed on with the Rams,
becoming the first blacks to play in the NFL since
the league’s pioneering days in the 1920s.
Unfortunately, both Strode, then age thirty-two,
and Washington, then twenty-nine, were past
their athletic prime. Underutilized by the Rams,
Strode caught only four passes for thirty-seven
yards and was waived at the end of the 1946
season.
The next season, Strode signed with the Calgary
Stampeders of the Canadian Football League.
Age and football injuries caught up with him by
1950 and Strode returned to the United States to
pursue a professional wrestling career in Los
Angeles. The “movie crowd” often attended the
wrestling matches, and this led to Strode’s fulltime acting career.
A talent agent signed him, and he appeared in
several movies that today would be known as
“action” films. Strode often played the role of a
gladiator or jungle warrior. He gained notoriety as
a gladiator in the 1960 epic film Spartacus. That
same year Strode starred in the title role of
Sergeant Rutledge, a part that many consider to
be the first dignified black character in American
cinema. Strode continued to land meaningful
roles throughout the 1960s and made films in Italy
in the 1970s. He also made regular television
appearances, ranging from a starring role in
Ramar of the Jungle to a part in The Quest.
One of Strode’s last major roles was in the 1984
film The Cotton Club. After he did several other
feature films and a television movie (A Gathering
of Old Men, 1987), Strode retired to a ranch in
Glendora, California, with his second wife, Tina
(Strode remarried on 10 May 1982 after Luana’s
death in 1980 from Parkinson’s disease). Strode
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died on New Year’s Eve, 1994, in Glendora of
natural causes about a year after he was
diagnosed with lung cancer. He was buried with
full military honors in Riverside National Cemetery
in California.
Strode was a versatile athlete who made his
mark in the world of sports, but he is best
remembered as one of the first blacks to
integrate the modern NFL. He also left an
important legacy of more than fifty feature films.
His many significant roles opened the door for
other black actors to follow—much like his role as
a black pioneer in professional football led the
way for future black athletes. Research more
about Black athletes turning to movie stars and
share with your babies. Make it a champion day!
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Conclusion

one assumption embedded in the history classes
that I taught to students all my life: that the United

When I was a high school history teacher in New

States is constantly ascending from greatness to

Jersey

greatness.

teaching

everything

from

general

knowledge to AP American history, I always spent
time

researching

supplemental

material

on

African Americans who were not in the textbooks.
This way we could enlighten, assign readings or
allow my students to research more about these
great Americans. It was so popular that other
teachers in the building would ask if they could
use some of the materials. Many times, the
discussions would expand to where we would
invite or go to a college, business or historical
landmark to learn more about the subject matter.
By adding black history to the curriculum, it
reinforced my concept that black history is
American history. Many in the school district asked

American Champion 365 has introduced new
African Americans and their inventions and
societies to an audience that never knew of such
contributions to America. This is the first of three
volumes and the next two will give students,
teachers, parents or anyone who takes the time
to read and research more about the subject
matter, a better understanding of the many
contributions that have been and will continue to
be made to this great nation. As always, “Make it
a champion day!”

if I could expand my supplemental for the
elementary and middle school students. Many
have called my selections funny, compelling,
even shocking reading. American Champions
365 explained how history textbooks got the story
of Africans in America wrong, usually by softpedaling, oversimplifying and burying the thorny
drama and uncertainties of the past under a
blanket of dull, voice-of-God narration.

American Champions 365 also taught a lot of
unknown history. It introduces people to concepts
that still help individuals make sense of the world,
like the "racial nadir" — the downturn in American
race relations, starting after Reconstruction, that
saw the rise of lynching’s and the Ku Klux Klan. In
doing so, American Champions 365 overturned

Brandon Keith Hardison – Award Winning United
States History Teacher & Historian

